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ADDENDA. 


Page  131.  The  effect  of  the  older  giving  to  a  person  standing  in  a  fidnciaiy 
relation  to  another  person  leave  to  purchase  the  property  which 
is  the  subject  of  such  relation  is  to  divest  the  former  altogether  of 
his  fiduciary  relation,  and  to  put  him  at  arms'  length  with  the 
vendors.  He  is  therefore  under  no  obligation  to  disclose  anything 
he  knows  about  the  property ;  Bosrnll  v.  Cooks,  W.  N.  (1888)|  58  ; 
74  L.  T.  864. 

„  210,  n.  («).  Eickson  v.  Darlow  is  now  reported  on  appeal,  31  W.  R. 
417. 

„  212.  The  effect  of  sect  8  of  the  BiUs  of  Sale  Act,  1882,  is  to  avoid  an 
unregistered  bill  of  sale  as  against  an  execution  creditor  of  the 
grantor  only  to  the  extent  necessaiy  to  satisfy  the  execution  ; 
ExparU  Blaiherg,  W.  N.  (1883),  44. 

„  212,  213,  214.  In  DavU  v.  BurUm,  ib,  54,  a  bill  of  sale  was  held  void 
on  the  ground  that  the  provision  for  immediate  payment  of 
the  whole  of  the  capitalised  interest  upon  breach  of  any  of  the 
covenants,  and  also  the  covenants  themselves,  which  were  an 
attempt  to  evade  the  provisions  of  sect.  7  of  the  Bills  of  Sale  Act, 
1882,  were  not  in  substantial  conformity  with  the  form  given  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Act. 


»> 


284,  n.  (A).  lie  Llvyd  is  now  reported,  48  L.  T.  N.  S.  128. 


„  234.  A  debt  incurred  by  fraud  is  preserved  by  sect.  49  of  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Act,  1869,  Boss  v.  OtUteridge,  52  L.  J.  Ch.  280. 

„  827,  n.  iq),  Ahmloff  v.  Oppentmmer  is  now  reported,  10  Q.  B.  D« 
295. 

y,  317.  In  Bi  Baxhange  Banking  Co,,  52  L.  J.  Ch.  214,  the  directors  of  a 
company  were  held  liable  under  sect.  166  of  the  Companies  Act, 
1862,  to  repay  the  amount  of  dividends  declared  and  paid  during 
their  directorship. 


A    TREATISE 


ON  THE 


LAW  OF  FRAUD  AND   MISTAKE 


PAET  I-FRAUD. 


CHAPTER  I. 

GENERAL  CONSIDERATIONS. 

It  is  not  easy  to  give  a  definition  of  what  constitutes  fraud  in       ChAp.  I. 


the  extensive  signification  in  which  that  term  is  understood  by  Whftt  is  fraud, 
civil  Courts  of  Justicei  Courts  of  Justice  have  always  avoided 
hampering  themselves  by  defining  or  laying  down  as  a  general 
proposition  what  shall  be  held  to  constitute  fraud  (a).  Fraud  is 
so  various  in  form  and  colour  that  it  is  difficult,  if  not  im- 
possible, to  confine  it  within  the  limits  of  any  precise  definition. 
The  fertility  of  man's  invention  in  devising  new  schemes  of 
fraud  is  so  great,  that  courts  of  equity  have  declined  the  hope- 
less attempt  of  embracing  in  one  formula  all  its  varieties  of 
form  and  colour,  reserving  to  themselves  the  liberty  to  deal 
with  it  under  whatever  form  it  may  present  itself.  As  new 
devices  of  fraud  are  invented,  they  will  be  met  by  new  correc* 
tive8(6).  Fraud,  in  the  contemplation  of  a  civil  oouit  of 
justice,  may  be  said  to  include  properly  all  acts,  omissions,  and 

(a)  LawUy  v.  Hooper^  3  Atk.  279.  Kaimes,  Life  of  Lord  Eaimes,  vol.  2, 

(6)  Sawyer    v.    Vernon,  I    Vem.  p.  341;  Ander9on  v.   Fitzgerald,  4 

387  ;  LaiUey  y.  Hooper,  3  Atk.  279  ;  H.  L.  511,  per  Lord  St  Leonards  ; 

WM  V.  Rorke,  2  Sch.  &  Lef.  666.  NicoUv.  FUming,  19  Ch.  D.  267,  fer 

Lord   Hardwicke's  Letter  to  Lord  Bacon,  V.  C. 


2  FRA.UD. 

ciutp.  L  concealments  which  involve  a  breach  of  legal  or  equitable  duty, 
trusty  or  confidence,  justly  reposed^  and  are  injurious  to  another, 
or  by  which  an  undue  or  unconscientious  advantage  is  taken  of 
another  (c).  All  surprise,  trick,  cunning,  dissembling,  and  other 
unfair  way  that  is  used  to  cheat  any  one  is  considered  as 
fraud  (d).  Fraud  in  all  cases  implies  a  wilful  act  on  the  part 
of  any  one,  whereby  another  is  sought  to  be  deprived,  by  illegal 
or  inequitable  means,  of  what  he  is  entitled  to,  either  at  law  or 
in  equity  (e).  By  fraud,  said  Le  Blanc,  J.  (/),  he  understood  an 
intention  to  deceive,  whether  from  an  expectation  of  advantage 
to  the  party  himself,  or  from  ill-will  towards  another.  Collusion 
is  considered  as  a  fraud  (g). 

The  Boman  jurisconsults  attempted  definitions  of  fraud,  two 
of  which  are  here  given :  "  Dolum  malum  Servma  quidem  ita 
definit,  machinationem  quandam  alterius  decipiendi  causa,  cum 
aliud  simulatur  et  aliud  agitur.  Ldbeo  autem  posse  et  sine 
simulatione  id  agi  ut  quis  circumveniatur ;  posse  et  sine  dolo 
malo  aUud  agi,  aliud  simulari ;  sicuti  fadunt  qui  per  ejusmodi 
dissimulationem  deserviant  et  tuentur  vel  sua  vel  aliena;  itaque, 
ipse  sic  definit,  dolum  malum  esse  omnem  calliditatem,  falla- 
ciam,  machinationem  ad  circumveniendum,  fallendum,  de- 
dpiendum  alterum  adhibitum.  Labeonis  vera  definitio 
est "  (h).  The  civil  code  of  France,  without  giving  a 
definition,  provides  in  Art.  1116 :  "  Fraud  is  a  ground  for 
avoiding  a  contract  where  the  devices  (lea  maiKXWvres)  practised 
by  one  of  the  parties  are  such  as  to  make  it  evident  that 
without  these  devices  the  other  party  would  not  have 
contracted." 
Kiemente  of  However  difficult  it  may  be  to  define  what  fraud  is  in  all 

cases,  it  is  easy  to  point  out  some  of  the  elements  which  must 
necessarily  exist  before  a  party  can  be  said  to  have  been  defrxtuded. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  essential  that  the  means  used  should  be 
successful  in  deceiving.      However  false  and  dishonest  the 

(c)  1  Fonb.  Eq.  Book  1,  c  3,  b.  3  ;         (^f)  Garih  v.  CoUony  3  Atk.  767  ; 
Story  Eq.  Jur.  187.  Bromley  v.  Smiih,  26  Beav.  671  ; 

(d)  Finch,  439.  Spachman'i  can,  34  L.  J.  Ch.  321. 
(«)  Qreen  v.  Niaon,  23  Beav.  535.  (h)  Dig.  lib.  iv.,  tit.  3,  leg.  1. 
(/)  2  East,  108. 
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artifioeB  or  contrivances  may  be  by  which  one  man  may  attempt       Ch>p.  I. 
to  induce  another  to  contract,  they  do  not  constitute  a  fraud 
if  that  other  knows  the  truth  and  sees  through  the  artifices  or 
devices,    ffavd  en/dm  decipUur  qui  scU  ae  decipi* 

Next,  there  can  be  no  fraud  without  dishonest  intention. 
However  false  may  be  the  representations  of  one  party  to 
another  to  induce  him  to  enter  into  a  contract,  there  is  no 
ground  for  avoiding  it  as  obtained  by  fraud  if  the  party  making 
the  representation  honestly  believed  it  to  be  true. 

Lastly,  there  must  be  damage  to  the  party  deceived,  even 
where  there  is  a  wilful  false  representation,  before  a  cause  of 
action  can  arise.  Fraud  without  damage  or  damage  without 
fraud  gives  no  cause  of  action  (i).  But  fraud  gives  a  cause  of 
action  if  it  leads  to  any  sort  of  damage  (j). 

The  variety  of  forms  which  fraud  may  assume  would  seem  to  l^  Hard- 
set  all  systematic  classification  at  defiance,  but  Lord  Hardwicke  eatioD  of  forma 
has  done  much  towards  simplifying  that  branch  of  the  subject 
which  relates  to  fraud  in  matters  of  contract  by  dividing  it  into 
four  heads.  Firstly,  actual  fraud,  or  dolus  malvs,  arising  from 
facts  and  circumstances  of  imposition ;  secondly,  fraud  arising 
from  the  intrinsic  nature  and  subject  of  the  bargain  ;  thirdly, 
fraud  which  may  be  presumed  from  the  circumstances  and 
condition  of  the  parties  contracting ;  fourthly,  fraud  which  may 
be  collected  and  inferred  from  the  matter  and  circumstances 
of  the  transaction  as  being  an  imposition  and  cheat  on  other 
persons  not  parties  to  the  transaction  (i). 

Civil  courts  of  justice  do  not  affect  to  consider  fraud  in  the  ^i^^d  not 

,  ,  puniahablo  ai 

light  oi  a  crime ;  it  is  not  their  province  to  punish  (t) ;  nor  have  a  crime. 
they  any  censorial   authority  (m) ;  they  interfere  in  cases  of 
fraud  in  a  dvil  and  not  in  a  criminal  point  of  view. 

Civil  courts  of  justice  have  an  original,  independent,  and  Jarbdictioii  orer 
inherent  jurisdiction  to  relieve  against  every  species  of  fraud  (n),  fraud  except 

f  raad  of  a  penal 

(f)  3  Bulit.  95>  per  Groke,   J.,  (Q  See  JfaMum  v.  BrwgKUm,  2  ^^^^' 

Patiey  v.  Freenum,  3  T.  R.  51,  per  Atk.  43. 

Buller,  J.  (m)  See  2  V.  ft  B.  S98. 

(j)  Smith  V.  Kdky,  7  H.  L.  775,  (n)  CoU  v.  fVoolkuUm,  2  P.  Wms. 

per  Lord  Wenaleydale.  156  ;  Steel  v.  Baylii,  ib.  219  ;  Franke 

(Jc)  CheeterfiM  v.  Janrum,  2  Yes.  v.  Weaver,  10  Beav.  297  ;  Olaete  v. 

155, 156.  ManhaU,  15  Sim.  71. 
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Chap.  I.  not  being  fraud  of  a  penal  nature.  Every  transfer  or  convey- 
ance of  property,  by  what  means  soever  it  be  done,  is  in  equity 
Titiated  by  fraud.  Deeds,  obligations,  contracts,  awards,  judg- 
ments or  decrees  may  be  the  instruments  to  which  parties  may 
resort  to  cover  fraud,  and  through  which  they  may  obtain  the 
most  unrighteous  advantages,  but  none  of  such  devices  or  in- 
struments will  be  permitted  by  a  court  of  equity  to  obstruct 
the  requisitions  of  justice.  If  a  case  of  fraud  be  established, 
the  court  will  set  aside  all  transactions  founded  upon  it  by 
whatever  machinery  they  may  have  been  effected,  and  not- 
withstanding any  contrivance  by  which  it  may  have  been 
attempted  to  protect  them.  It  is  immaterial  whether  such 
machinery  and  contrivance  consisted  of  a  decree  in  equity  and 
a  purchase  under  it,  or  of  a  judgment  at  law,  or  of  other 
transactions  between  the  actors  in  the  fraud  (o). 

"  The  general  rules  of  construction,"  said  Tindal,  C.  J.,  in 
Warburton  v.  Lovdand  (oo),  "  which  have  been  established 
from  the  earliest  times  require  a  lai'ge  and  liberal  interpreta- 
tion of  any  provisions  made  for  the  suppression  of  fraud.  In 
Hey  don*  8  Case(p)  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  resolved  that 
the  construction  of  the  statute  then  under  consideration  before 
them  must  be  made  by  enquiring  what  was  the  mischief  and 
defect  against  which  the  common  law  did  not  provide,  *  what 
remedy  the  Parliament  had  appointed  to  cure  the  disease  of  the 
commonwealth  and  what  was  the  true  reason  of  the  remedy,' 
and  the  construction  which  follows  in  the  report  is  one  that 
never  ought  to  be  lost  sight  of  in  any  case,  namely,  that  '  the 
office  of  all  judges  is  always  to  make  such  construction  as  shall 
suppress  the  mischief  and  advance  the  remedy  and  to  suppress 
subtle  inventions  and  evasions  for  continuance  of  the  mischief 
and  pro  privato  commodo,  and  to  add  force  and  life  to  the  cure 
and  remedy  according  to  the  true  intent  of  the  makers  of  the 

(o)  Bowen  v.  EvanSy  2  H.  L.  281.  369 ;  RobinMn  v.  Lord   Vernon,  7 

See  South  Sea  Co.  v.  Bumpeteadf  3  C.  B.  N.  S.  231  ;  Rogers  v.  HadJLey, 

Vin.  Ab.  140 ;  Richmond  v.  Tayleur,  32  L.  J.  Exch.  241  ;  Flowery.  Lloyd, 

1  P.  Wms.  736 ;  Filmer  v.  OoU,  4  6  Ch.  D.  297  ;  10  Ch.  D.  327  ;  ex 

Bro.   P.  C.  230  ;  Wliite  v.  Hall,  1 2  parte  Cockerell,  4  C.  P.  D.  39. 

Ves.  324  ;  Herbert  v.  Bulkeley,  Ridg.  (oo)  2  Dow.  &  CI.  497. 

300  ;   Brydfjes  v.  Branfill,  12  Sim.  (/>)  3  Rep.  7. 
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Act  pi^o  bo7U>  publico*      This  principle  of  construction  has       ^^^  ^' 
always  been  adopted  by  courts  of  justice.'* 

The  distinction  between  legal  or  equitaUe  and  criminal  juris-  Distinction 
diction  in  matters  of  fraud  is  well  laid  down   in  Bumea  v.  ^d^mmd 
PenmM  (9).    It  is  the  superadded  guilty  intention  which  gives  J«n«l»c*»on- 
the  criminal  jurisdiction.     A  man  may  not  have  intended  to 
deceive,  and  may  have  believed  that  he  did  not,  when  he  was 
really  suppressing  the  truth  and  suggesting  what  was  false.     If 
BO,  he  is  not  liable  to  an  indictment  in  a  criminal  court,  but  in 
a  civil  proceeding  it  is  different.    If  a  man  makes  a  misrepre- 
sentation in  point  of  fact,  whether  by  suppressing  the  truth  or 
suggesting  what  is  false,  however  innocent  his  motive  may  have 
been,  be  is  equally  responsible  in  a  civil  proceeding  as  if  he 
had  while  committing  these  acts  done  so  with  a  view  to  injure 
others  or  to  benefit  himself  (r). 

If  the  subject  matter  of  the  transaction  be  a  contract  no  Contnct 
man  is  bound  by  a  bargain  into  which  he  has  been  induced  |^'^^  ^ 
by  fraud  to  enter,  because  assent  is  necessary  to  a  valid  con- 
tract, and  there  is  no  real  assent  when  fraud  and  deception 
have  been  used  as  instruments  to  control  the  will  and  in- 
fluence the  assent.  But  a  contract  or  other  transaction  in- 
duced or  tainted  by  fraud  is  not  void,  but  only  voidable  at  Voidable,  not 

•J 

the  election  of  the  party  defrauded  (s).    Until  it  is  avoided,  "^^  ' 
the   transaction  is  valid,  so  that  third  parties  without  notice 
of  the  fraud    may  in    the   meantime  acquire   rights  and  in- 
terests in  the  matter  which   they  may   enforce  against  the 
party  defrauded  (ss). 


(q)  2  H.  L.  487. 

(r)  Peek  v.  Gumeify  6  £.  &  i.  App, 
CSak  409,  per  Loid  Caima ;  13  Eq. 
113,  per  Lord  Romilly. 

(0  Clarke  v.  IHckson,  EL  Bl.  &  EL 
148 ;  Rawlins  v.  Wiekham,  3  D.  & 
J.  322 ;  JFedem  Bank  qf  Scottami 
▼.  AddiSj  1  Sc  Ap*p.  Ca.  156 ;  (Jakes 
V.  Turguand,  2  £.  &  1.  App.  Ca.  346  ; 
Hunter  v.  WaUers,  7  Ch.  86.  In  the 
caae  of  fraud  against  creditors  by 
debtors  conveying  to  others  their 


lands,  goods,  or  chattels  without 
valuable  consideration,  conveyances 
are  absolutely  void  by  the  statute  13 
Eliz.,  c.  5,  s.  1,  without  any  further 
step.  BUliter  v.  Young,  6  E.  &  B. 
17,  per  Lord  Wensleydale. 

(«)  Oakes  v.  Turqmndy  2  K  &  I. 
App.  Ca.  376;  Reese  River  Silver 
MiniTig  Co.  v.  Smith,  4  £.  &  I.  App. 
Ca.  64 ;  Moyce  v.  Newingion,  4  Q. 
B.  D.  35. 
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<^^t  "The    feet,"     said    Lord     Blackburn,    in    delivering    the 

judgment  of  the  Court  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber  in 
CUmgh  v.  London  cmd  North  Western  BailvHiy,  {t)  "that 
the  contract  has  been  induced  by  fraud  does  not  make 
the  contract  void  or  prevent  the  property  passing,  but 
merely  gives  the  party  defrauded  a  right  on  discovering 
the  fraud  to  elect  whether  he  shall  oontinue  to  treat  the 
contract  as  binding  or  disaffirm  the  contract  and  resume 
the  property.  If  it  can  be  shown  that  the  party  defrauded 
has  at  any  time  after  knowledge  of  the  fraud  either  by 
express  words  or  by  unequivocal  acts  affirmed  the  contract, 
his  election  is  determined  for  ever.  The  party  defrauded 
may  keep  the  question  open  so  long  as  he  does  nothing 
to  affirm  the  contract.  The  question  always  is,  has  the 
person  on  whom  the  fraud  has  been  practised,  having 
notice  of  the  fraud,  elected  not  to  avoid  the  contract  1  or, 
has  he  elected  to  avoid  it  ?  or,  has  he  made  no  election  ?  As 
long  as  he  has  made  no  election  he  retains  the  right  to 
determine  it  either  way,  subject  to  this — ^that  if  in  the 
interval  whilst  he  is  deliberating,  an  innocent  third  party 
has  acquired  an  interest  in  the  property,  or  if  in  conse* 
quence  of  his  delay  the  position  even  of  the  wrong  doer  is 
affected,  he  will  lose  his  right  to  rescind." 

Pei'sons  accordingly  who  have  been  induced  by  the  fraud 
of  the  directors  of  a  company  to  become  shareholders  in 
the  company  cannot,  as  against  creditors  of  the  company 
after  a  winding-up  order  has  been  made,  repudiate  their 
liabilities  as  shareholders  after  discovering  the  fraud  (u) ; 
so  also  where  an  agent  in  possession  of  a  bill  of  lading  and 
authorised  to  sell  the  goods  comprised  in  it  and  to  hand 
over  the  bill  of  lading  to  a  purchaser  of  the  goods,  is  induced 
by  fraud  to  enter  into  a  contract  of  sale  of  the  goods  and 
hands  over  to  the  purchaser  the  bill  of  lading,  the  property 
vests  in  the  purchaser,  and  when,  before  the  sale  was  dis- 
avowed, the  purchaser  entered  into  a  verbal    contract  with 

(0  L.  R.  7  Exch.  34.    The  judg-      Blackburn, 
ment    was   read    by    Mr.    Jufttice         (it)  Oakes  v.  Turquand,  2  E.  &  I. 
Mellor,  but  was  prepared  by  Lord      App.  Ca.  375. 
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the  plaintiff  for  an  advance  upon  the  security  of  the  goods  Ch>p-  L 
with  a  power  of  sale,  and  the  plaintiff  advanced  the  money 
and  received  the  dock  warrants  in  order  that  they  might 
obtain  a  constructive  possession  of  the  goods,  it  was  held 
that  the  plaintiff  had  a  good  equitable  title  to  the  money 
advanced  on  the  goods  (x). 

When   goods   or  chattels    are   obtained    by  fraud,  a  dis- ^*o«*«  o^**""** 

,        ,  ,  by  lolony  or  a 

tinction  exists   between    cases   where  the   facts  show  a  sale  trick  as  diBtin- 
to  the  party  guilty  of  the  fraud  and  cases   where   the  facts  ^^  obtainU 
show  a  mere  delivery  of  goods  or  chattels   into  his  posses-  ^^  ^^^ 
don,  induced  by  fraudulent  devices,  tricks,  or  pretences,  on 
his  part.     Where  the  facts  show  a  contract  of  sale  the  owner 
is  taken  in  law  to  intend    to   transfer  the   property  in  as 
well  as  the  possession  of  the  goods  or  chattels  to  the  person 
guilty  of  the  fraud ;  but  where  the   facts    show   that   there 
has   been  no  sale  and  that  the  intention   of  the  owner    of 
the  goods  or  chattels   was    not  to    pass    the    property  but 
merely  to  part  with  the  possession  of  the  goods  or  chattels, 
he    who    obtains    such  possession    by    fraudulent    tricks    or 
devices  can   convey    no  property  to   any  third  person,  how- 
ever innocent,  for  no  property  has   passed   to   himself  from 
the  true  owner  (y). 

Where  for  example  a  man  obtained  possession  of  goods 
under  the  fraudulent  misrepresentation  that  he  was  author- 
ised to  buy  them  for  a  principal  with  whom  the  owner  of 
the  goods  thought  he  was  dealing,  and  to  whom  the  contract 
of  sale  purported  to  be  made,  it  was  held  that  as  there 
was  in  fact  no  contract  to  support  the  possession,  the  owner 
might  recover  the  goods  from  a  transferee  to  whom  the 
fraudulent  possessor  had  sold  or  pledged  them,  although  he 
took  them  bond  fide  and  without  notice  of  the  fr*aud  (z).  So 
also  where  a  man,  by  misrepresenting  himself  to  be  a 
member  of  the  firm   with   whom  the  owner  of  the  goods 


(«)  AUenhorough  v.  8t  KoUherMi  2ia 
2>odb  Co.,  3  C.  P.  D.  466.  {%)  HoUim  v.  Fowler,  7  JE.  &  I. 

(y)  Kings/ord  v.  ilffirry,  1  H.  &  N.  App.  Ca.  767. 
503  ;  Pecue  v.  Gloahec,  L.  R.  1  P.  C. 
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Chap.  L  thought  he  was  dealing,  and  to  whom  he  intended  to  sell 
the  goods,  obtained  the  deliveiy  of  the  goods  to  himself 
andy^^then  pledged  them  .with  a  third  party,  it  was  held  that 
as  th^re  was  in  fact  no  contract  affecting  the  latter,  and 
^  the  property  in  the  goods  had  not  passed,  the  owndr  of  the 
goods  might  recover  them  notwithstanding  the  pledge  (a). 
So  also  where  a  man  obtained  the  possession  of  goods  by 
taking  advantage  of  a  similarity  of  name  and  address  to 
misrepresent  himself  to  be  a  person  known  to  the  seller  and 
supposed  by  him  to  order  the  goods,  and  to  whom  he  intended 
to  deliver  them,  it  was  held  to  be  a  mere  fraud  without  any 
contract  to  support  a  transfer  of  the  property,  and  that 
the  goods  might  be  recovered  from  a  third  party  to  whom 
they  had  been  sold,  although  he  bought  them  bond  fide  and 
without  notice  of  the  fraud  (6).  But  where  the  person 
obtaining  the  possession  of  the  goods  is  in  the  position  in 
fact  of  an  agent  entrusted  with  them  within  the  Factor's 
Act,  6  &  6  Vict,  c  39,  though  the  entrusting  is  effected 
by  means  of  a  fraud,  a  pledge  by  him  before  revocation 
of  the  authority  is  valid  by  force  of  the  Act  (c). 

Goods  and  chattels,  though  obtained  by  felony  or  fSetlse 
pretences,  cannot  be  reclaimed  from  a  boTid  fide  purchaser 
who  has  purchased  them  in  market  overt  (c2),  but,  unless 
they  have  been  purchased  in  market  overt,  any  person  who 
however  innocently  obtains  possession  of  the  goods  of  a 
person  who  has  been  fraudulently  deprived  of  them  under 
such  circumstances  that  there  is  no  contract  to  support  the 
possession,  and  disposes  of  them,  whether  for  his  own  benefit 
or  that  of  any  other  person,  is  guilty  of  conversion  («). 
Where,  for  example,  a  man  had  fraudulently  obtained  pos- 
session of  goods,  and  a  broker,  who  was  ignorant  of  the 
fraud,  purchased  them   from  him  in  the  belief  and  expecta- 

(a)  Hardman  v.  Booth,  1  H.  &  C.  4  C.  P.  93  ;  Vicken  v.  Hertz,  2  Sc. 

803.  App.  Ca.  113. 

(5)  Cundy  v.  Lindtay,  3  App.  Co*  (d)  See  Moyce  v.  NewingUm^  4  Q. 

468.  B.  D.  35. 

(c)  Sheppard  v.  Union  Bank,  7  H.  («)  HoUim  v.  Fowler,  7  K  &  I. 

&  N.  661  ;  Fuentes  v.  Montit^  L.  R.  App.  Ca.  767. 
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tion  that  one  of  his  ordinary  clients  would  accept  the  goods,  <^h*P-  ^- 
and  the  client  did  accept  them,  it  was  held  that  the  broker 
had  made  himself  a  principal,  and  by  transferring  the  goods 
to  his  client  had  committed  an  act  of  conversion,  which 
made  Kim  liable  in  trover  to  the  real  owner  of  the  goods  (/X 
So  also  a  salesmaster  who  sells  in  market  overt  and  delivers  a 
stolen  chattel,  although  he  does  so  innocently  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business,  is  responsible  to  the  true  owner  for  the 
value  of  the  chattel  (g).  The  privilege  of  market  overt  exists 
in  law  for  the  protection  of  the  purchaser  who  innocently 
buys  in  the  open  market,  and  does  not  extend  to  the  seller, 
however  innocent  he  may  be  (A).  Under  statute  24  &  25 
Vict.  c.  96,  s.  100,  the  property  of  a  stolen  chattel,  though 
bought  in  open  market^  revests  in  the  owner  on  the  con- 
viction of  the  thief  (i).  In  the  meanwhile,  until  conviction, 
the  stolen  chattel  is  the  property  of  the  purchaser  (j). 

The  Act  24  &  25  Vict,  a  96,  s.  100,  only  applies  to  cases  in 
which  possession  has  been  obtained  without  the  property  passing. 
Though  a  vendor  has  been  induced  to  sell  by  the  fraud  of  the 
buyer,  and  though  it  is  competent  to  the  vendor  by  reason 
of  such  fraud  to  avoid  the  contract,  yet  tiU  he  does  some 
act  to  avoid  it^  the  property  remains  in  the  buyer,  and  if  he 
in  the  meantime  has  parted  with  the  thing  sold  to  an  innocent 
purchaser,  the  title  of  the  latter  cannot  be  defeated  by  the 
original  vendor  {k).  In  the  present  case,  the  Court  said  (2) 
there  was  no  property  in  the  prosecutor  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
viction. He  had  parted  with  it  by  a  contract  which,  though 
voidable,  ceased  on  the  sale  before  it  had  been  avoided  to  be 
any  longer  voidable. 

A  distinction  must  be  taken  between  cases  where  a  man  instnunents  eze- 
executes  an  instrument  with  the  mind  and  intention  to  execute  ^"^^k  a™dL 
it,  though  his  assent  may  have  been  obtained  by  fraud,  and  *^"«™  ■^*\*"*™ 

^  ®  ^  .^  '  instnimentR  exe- 

cuted through 

(/)  Ik  (j)  Walker  v.  Matthews,  8  Q.  B.  D.  ^''^' 

Q)  Ganley  v.  Lidwidge,  L  B.  10  C.  109. 
L.  33.  {k)  Moyce  v.  Newvngton,  4  Q.  B.  D. 

(h)  lb.  35. 

{%)  ScaUergood  v.  SylvesUr,  15  Q.         (l)  lb. 
B.  508. 
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Chap.  L  cases  where  a  man  is  by  fraudulent  contrivances  induced  to  put 
bis  hand  and  seal  to  an  instrument  which  he  never  intended 
and  had  no  mind  to  execute.  In  Thoroughgooita  Case  (m),  it 
was  held,  that  if  an  illiterate  man  have  a  deed  falsely  read  over 
to  him,  and  he  then  seals  and  delivers  the  deed,  the  deed  was 
nevertheless  not  his  deed.  In  a  note  to  TkoroughgoocPs  Case, 
it  is  suggested  that  the  doctrine  is  not  confined  to  the  condition 
of  an  illiterate  grantor,  and  a  case  in  Eeilway's  Reports  (n) 
is  cited  in  support  of  this  observation,  where  one  of  the  judges 
did  say  that  it  made  no  difference  whether  the  grantor  was 
lettered  or  unlettered.  That,  however,  was  a  case  in  which  the 
grantee  himself  was  the  defrauding  pai*ty.  But  the  position 
that  if  a  grantor  or  covenantor  be  misled  as  to  the  actual 
contents  of  the  deed,  the  deed  does  not  bind  him,  is  supported 
by  many  authorities  (o),  and  is  recognised,  by  Bayley,  R,  in  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  in  the  case  of  Edwards  v.  Brown  ( p).  In 
Vorley  v.  Cooke  {q\  Stuart,  V.  C,  said,  that  if  a  man  having  no 
mind  or  intention  to  execute  a  particular  instrument  does  what 
he  does  with  the  mind  and  intention  to  execute  a  deed  of  a 
different  kind  and  for  a  different  purpose  from  that  which  by 
fraud  and  deceit  was  substituted,  the  deed  is  not  voidable  but 
void,  and  no  estate  passes  at  least  as  between  the  parties  to  the 
instrument  and  parties  taking  with  notice.  When,  accordingly, 
a  man  intending  to  execute  a  covenant  to  produce  title-deeds, 
put  his  hand  and  seal  to  a  deed  which  was  falsely  and  fraudu- 
lently read  over  to  him,  and  represented  as  being  a  covenant  to 
produce,  when,  in  fact,  it  was  a  mortgage,  the  deed  was  held 
void  as  being  a  cheat  and  a  trick  (gg).  So  also  in  Foster  v. 
M'Kvnmon  (r),  where  the  defendant's  signature  to  a  document 
was  obtained  upon  a  fraudulent  representation  that  it  was  a 
guarantee,  and  the  defendant  signed  it  without  knowing  that  it 
was  a  bill,  and  under  the  belief  that  it  was  a  guarantee,  it  was 
held,  that  he  was  not  liable,  if  he  was  not  guilty  of  negligence, 

(m)  2  Co.  Rep.  9b.  {q)  1  Giff.  234. 

(n)  70  PL  6.  (gg)  lb. ;  Lee  v.  Angcu,  15  W.  R. 

(o)  See  Com.  Dig.  Fait  B.  2.  1 19. 

(p)  1  Cr.  &  J.  312  ;  see  Foeter  v.  (r)  L.  R.  4  0.  P.  711. 
M'Kinwm,  L.  R.  4  C.  P.  711. 


FRAUD.  11 

on  the  ground  that  he  never  intended  to  sign,  and  therefore  in       Ch*p-  L 
contemplation  of  law  never  did  sign  the  document  to  which  his 
name  was  appended. 

In  HwrUer  v.  W(dter$  (s),  the  solicitor  of  two  mortgagees 
pretended,  without  the  authority  or  knowledge  of  either  of 
them,  to  sell  the  mortgaged  estate  under  a  power  of  sale  con- 
tained in  the  second  mortgage,  and  had  the  estate  knocked 
down  to  a  purchaser  who  was  really  a  nominee  of  his  own.    He 
got  the  two  mortgagees  to  execute  conveyances  to  himself,  and  to 
sign  receipts  for  the  consideration  money.    In  the  action  one  of 
the  mortgagees  deposed  that  he  executed  the  deed  without 
reading  it,  believing  the  solicitor's  assertion  that  it  was  only  a 
transfer  of  the  mortgagor's  interest,  and  a  mere  form  as  far  as 
concerned  himself:  the  other  mortgagee  was  dead,  and  there 
was  no  evidence  of  the  manner  in  which  he  was  induced  to 
execute  the  conveyance.    The  solicitor  had  deposited  the  con- 
veyance with  a  party  who  made  an  advance  on  it  without  notice 
of  the  fraud.    Malins,  Y.  C,  held  that  this  latter  party  was 
entitled  to  priority  over  both  the  two  mortgagees  who  had  been  so 
cheated  by  the  solicitor,  and  on  appeal  by  the  second  of  the  two 
original  mortgagees,  that  decision  was  affirmed  by  the  full 
Court.    The  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Lords  Justices  were 
unanimous  in  holding  that  the  conveyance  which  the  two  mort* 
gagees  had  executed  was  not  void,  and  they  put  the  case  on  the 
ground  that  these  two  gentlemen  having  confided  in  their 
solicitor  to  the  extent  of  executing  the  conveyance  without 
reading  it,  they  must  suffer  for  their  agent's  fraud,  and  not 
the  stranger  who  dealt  with  the  agent,  upon  the  common  rule 
of  equity  that  the  principal  who  trusts  his  agent  is  the  party  to 
suffer  for  the  agent's  fraud,  and  not  the  stranger  who  deals 
with  the  agent.    Lord  Justice  James,  without  disputing  the 
correctness  of  the  equitable  relief  given  in  Vorley  v.  Cooke, 
declined  to  support  the  dictum  that  the  facts  in  that  case 
would    have    sustained    at   law  a   plea  of  Tion  est  Jactv/m. 
Lord  Justice  Hellish,  speaking  of  the  argument  that  a  deed 
procured  by  false  representation  of  the  contents  of  the  deed  is 
at  law  necessarily  void  db  initio,  said :  ''  It  is  a  doubtful 

(«)  7  Ch.  75. 
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^^P-  ^'  question  whether  if  there  be  a  false  representation  respecting 
the  contents  of  a  deed,  a  person  who  is  an  educated  person,  and 
who  might  by  very  simple  means  have  satisfied  himself  as  to 
what  the  contents  of  the  deed  really  were,  may  not  by  executing 
it  negligently  be  estopped  as  between  himself  and  a  person 
who  innocently  acts  upon  the  faith  of  the  deed  being  valid,  and 
who  accepts  an  estate  under  it"  (Q. 

Similar  considerations  attach  to  the  case  of  forged  instru- 
ments. No  estate  can  pass  under  a  forged  instrument  (u),  but 
in  special  cases  an  innocent  party  whose  title  to  property  is 
derived  under  a  forged  instrument  may,  as  against  the  party  on 
•whom  the  forgery  has  been  practised,  have  a  better  equity  to 
the  retention  of  the  property  («). 

If  a  transaction  has  been  originally  founded  on  fraud,  the 
original  vice  will  continue  to  taint  it,  however  long  the  negotia- 
tion may  continue,  or  into  whatever  ramifications  it  may 
extend  (y).  Not  only  is  the  person  who  has  committed  the 
fraud  precluded  from  deriving  any  benefit  under  it,  but  an 
innocent  person  is  so  likewise,  unless  there  has  been  some  con- 
sideration moving  from  himself  (z). 

In  equity  no  length  of  time  will  run  to  protect  or  screen 

tinie  will  proteot  x      *f  ^         ^ 

fraud.  fraud  (a).    "  Those,"   said  Lord  Cottenham    in  Trevdyan  v. 

Charter  (&), "  who  may  be  disposed  fraudulently  to  appropriate 
to  themselves  the  property  of  others,  may  be  assured  that  no 
time  will  secure  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  plunder ;  but 
that  their  children's  children  will  be  compelled  by  this  Court  to 


Original  rice 
continues  to 
taint  a  transac- 
tion founded  on 
fraud. 


No  length  of 


(0  See  Cooper  v.  Fewy,  20  Ch.  D. 
629. 

(u)  Eedaile  v.  La  Name,  1  Y.  & 
C.  394  ;  Boursot  v.  Savage,  2  £q. 
134 ;  Cooper  v.  Veeey,  20  Ch.  D. 
629. 

(x)  Jones  V.  Powles,  3  M.  &  K. 
681. 

(y)  Bridgman  v.  Oreen,  2  Yes. 
626  ;  Beynell  v.  Sprye,  1  D.  M.  &  Q. 
660,  697  ;  Bowen  v.  Evans,  2  H.  L. 
281  ;  SmUh  v.  Kay,  7  H.  L.  760, 
776. 

(z)  Scholfidd  V.    Tempter,   Johns, 


166,  4  D.  &  J.  429  ;  Topham  v.  Duke 
of  Portland.  1  D.  J.  &  S.  669,  per 
Turner,  L.  J.  ;  Traill  v.  Smith's 
Trustees,  3  Dec.  of  Court  of  Session, 
4th  series,  777  ;  Clydesdale  Bcmk  v. 
Paul,  4  Dec  of  Court  of  Session,  4tlL 
series,  628. 

(a)  CottereU  v.  Purchase,  Forrest, 
61 ;  Irvine  v.  Kirlfpatrick,  7  Bell,  Sc. 
App.  Ca.  186  ;  Allfrey  v.  Allfrey,  I 
Mac.  &  G.  99  ;  Bowen  v.  Evans,  2  FT. 
L.  267 ;  Walsham  v.  Stainton,  1  D. 
J.  &  S.  678. 

(6)  4  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  214. 
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restore  it  to  those  from  whom  it  has  been  fraudulently  ab-  Chip- 1- 
stracted."  The  right  of  the  party  defrauded  to  have  the  trans- 
action set  aside,  is  not  affected  by  lapse  of  time,  so  long  as  he 
remains  without  any  fault  of  his  own  in  ignorance  of  the  fraud 
which  has  been  committed  (bb).  The  equity  is  not  confined  to 
the  party  defrauded,  but  extends  to  heir3  at  law  in  respect  of 
frauds  committed  on  their  ancestor  (c). 

A  man  cannot  repudiate  a  transaction  as  far  as  it  is  onerous  ^  truM^^on 

.  cannot  be  n- 

to  himself  and  adopt  it  as  far  as  it  is  beneficial.     He  must  be  padUted  i^  a 
able  to  deal  with  the  whole  either  by  adopting  or  rejecting  it  in  u  mieroui  and^ 
toto  {d).  There  may,  however,  be  cases  in  which  the  same  transac  jf  ^^nj^iai  ** 
iion  may  be  good  as  to  part  and  for  certain  purposes,  although 
voidable  as  to  other  parts  and  for  other  purposes  (e).    If  a  A  tnnaaciion 
transaction  is  fair  as  between  the  parties  to  it,  it  is  not  invalid  to^^^arta  uid  for 
merely  because  it  may  have  been  concocted  and  brought  about  ^^d^^]ll[^j*"' 
by  a  third  party  with  a  fraudulent  intention  of  benefiting  o*^«r  parta  and 

for  other  pur- 

himself.  In  such  a  case,  as  far  as  regards  the  third  party,  the  poeee. 
whole  may  be  looked  upon  as  one  transaction  in  order  to  judge 
of  his  motives  and  to  put  a  construction  upon  his  acts ;  but,  as 
r^ards  the  other  two,  who,  though  affected  by  one  part  of  the 
transaction,  may  be  total  strangers  to  the  other  part,  it  is  not 
only  not  necessary,  but  it  would  be  unjust  to  consider  every 
part  of  the  transaction  affected  by  objections,  which,  in  fact, 
apply  only  to  particular  portions  of  it(/).  If,  for  instance,  a 
man  brings  about  an  arrangement  between  father  and  son,  in 
order  that  he  might  afterwards  deal  with  the  son,  the  motive 
might  be  most  improper,  but  the  arrangement  between  father 
and  son  must  be  judged  of  upon  its  own  merits  (g).  Nor  is  an 
instrument  which  has  been  entered  into  between  parties  for  a 
purpose  which  may  be  considered  fraudulent  as  against  a  third 
party  necessarily  invalid  as  between  themselves  (h), 

(th)  Blair  v.  BromUy,  2  Ph.  361  ;  phertoUy  3  App.  Ca.  831  ;  Sheffield 

Rolfe  ▼.  Qregwy,  4  D.  J.  &  S.  579  ;  Niekd  Co.  v.    Unwii^  2  Q.  B.  D. 

Vane  v.  Faji«,  8  Ch.  383.  223. 

(c)  FaXhner  v.  (ySrien,  2  Ba.  &  (e)  Bellamy  v.  Sahine,  2  Ph.  425, 
Be.  221.  437. 

(d)  Bellamy  ▼.  Sahine,  2  Ph.  450  ;  (/)  lb.  438. 
Hanttm  ▼.  KeatiTig,  4  Ha.  1  ;  Great  (g)  lb. 

Luxemburg  Railway  Co,  v.  Magnay,  (h)  Shaw  v.  Jeffery,  13  Moo.  P.  C. 

25   Beav.   594;    Ur^[uhart  v.   Mac-      432. 
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^^P'  1'  Although  it  is  the  undoubted  duty  of  the  CJourt  to  relieve 

Duty  of  the        persoDS  who  have  been  deceived  by  the  fraud  of  others,  it  is 

▼ith  cues  of      equally  the  duty  of  the  Court  to  be  careful  that  in  its  anxiety 

egod  fraud,      ^  correct  frauds  it  does  not  enable  persons  who  have  joined 

with  others  in  speculations,  to  convert  their  speculations  into 

certainties  at  the  expense  of  those  with  whom  they  have 

joined  (i). 

(t)  Jennings  v.  Broughton,  5  D.  M.      v.  Chadnoick^  20  Ch.  D.  67,|Mr  Jesael 
&  Q.  I40,per  Turner,  L.  J. ;  Smiih     M.  R. 


CHAPTER    II. 

MISREPRESENTATION — CONCEALMENT. 

The  largest  class  of  cases  in  which  Courts  of  Justice  are  called  ^' 

upon  to  give  relief  against  fraud,  is  where  there  has  been  a  Miapeprewnt*- 
misrepresentation  or  suggestio  falsi  (a).  If  a  man  represents, 
as  true,  that  which  he  knows  to  be  false,  and  makes  the 
representation  in  such  a  way  or  under  such  circumstances  as  to 
induce  a  reasonable  man  to  believe  that  it  is  true,  and  is  meant 
to  be  acted  on,  and  the  person  to  whom  the  representation  has 
been  made,  believing  it  to  be  true,  acts  upon  the  faith  of  it,  and 
by  so  acting  sustains  damage,  there  is  fraud  to  support  an  action 
of  deceit,  and  to  be  a  ground  for  the  rescission  of  the  trans- 
action (b).  It  is  not,  however,  necessary,  in  order  to  constitute 
fraud,  that  a  man  who  makes  a  false  representation  should 
know  it  to  be  false.  It  is  enough  that  it  be  fedse,  if  it  be  made 
recklessly  without  any  reasonable  grounds  for  believiDg  it  to  be 
true,  or  under  circumstances  which  show  that  he  was  careless 
whether  it  was  in  fact  true  or  false,  and  be  made  deliberately 
and  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  the  person  to  whom  it  is  made 
reasonable  ground  for  supposing  that  it  w|ks  meant  to  be  acted 
on,  and  has  been  acted  on  by  him  accordingly  (c).    If  a  man 


(a)  Broderick  v.  Broderidkf  1  P. 
Wma  240 ;  Jarvis  v.  Duke^  I  Vem. 
80. 

(6)  Evans  v.  BickMll,  6  Yei.  174 
Edwards  v.  M'Cleay,  2  Sw.  287 
Adamson  v.  EvUt,  2  R  &  M.  71 
AUwood  V.  Small,  6  CL  &  Fin.  233 
Gerhard  r.  Bates,  2  £.  &  B.  475 
Jennings  v.  BrougkUm,  6  D.  M.  &  G. 
126  ;  Rawlins  v.  Wickhmn^  3  D.  & 
jr.  304 ;  Slim  v.  Or&ucher,  1  D.  F.  & 


J.  618. 

(c)  Taylor  v.  AsMoorthy  11  M.  & 
W.  413  ;  West  v.  Jones,  1  Sim.  N.  a 
207 ;  Evans  v.  Edmonds,  13  0.  B. 
786  ;  Thorn  v.  Bigland,  8  Ezch.  725  ; 
Euttony.  Bossiter,*?  D.  M.&G.23j 
Bawlins  v.  IVickham,  3  D.  &  J.  304  ; 
Sunm  V.  North  British  Australian 
Co,,  2  H.  &  C.  182  ;  Hart  v.  Swaine, 
7  Ch.  D.  46 ;  Redgrave  v.  Hvrd,  20 
Ch.  D.  13. 
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^^P'  ^^'      asserts  that  to  be  trae  within  his  own  knowledge,  which  he 

does  not  know  to  be  true,  or  makes  an  assertion  of  fiact  as  to 

which  he  is  ignorant  whether  such  assertion  is  true  or  untrue, 

and  it  is,  in  fact»  untrue,  he  is,  in  a  civil  point  of  view,  as 

responsible  as  if  he  had  asserted  that  which  he  knew  to  be 

untrue  ({).    It  is  a  wrong  to  state  as  true  what  the  person 

making  such  statement  does  not  know  to  be  true,  even  though 

he  does  not  know  it  to  be  false,  but  believes  without  sufficient 

grounds  that  the  statement  will  ultimately  turn  out  to  be 

correct  (m).    There  is  indeed  fraud,  if  when  a  man  thinks  it 

highly  probable  a  thing  exists,  he  chooses  to   say  that  the 

thing  exists,  if  it  does  not  in  fact  exist  {n). 

Fraoduient  An  intention  to  deceive  beinc:  a  necessary  element  or  in- 

intent.  ®      .  "^ 

gredient  of  fraud,  a  fSetlse  representation  does  not  amount  to  a 

fraud  at  law,  unless  it  be  made  with  a  fraudulent  intent.  There 
is  a  fraudulent  intent  if  a  man  either  with  the  view  of  benefiting 
himself  or  misleading  another  into  a  course  of  action  which  may 
be  injurious  to  him,  makes  a  representation  which  he  knows  to 
be  false,  or  which  he  does  not  believe  to  be  true  (o).  The  legal 
definition  of  fraud  does  not^  however,  include  necessarily  any 
degree  of  moral  turpitude  (p).  There  is  fraud  in  law,  if  a  man 
makes  a  representation  which  he  knows  to  be  false,  or  does  not 
honestly  believe  to  be  true,  and  makes  it  with  the  view  to 
induce  another  to  act  on  the  faith  of  it,  who  does  so  accordingly, 
and  by  so  doing  sustains  damage,  although  he  may  have  had  no 
dishonest  purpose  in  making  the  representation.  It  is  im- 
material that  there  may  have  been  no  intention  on  his  part  to 
benefit  himself  or  to  injure  the  person  to  whom  the  repre- 
sentation was  made.  It  is  enough  that  it  be  made  wilfully  and 
with  the  view  to  induce  another  to  act  upon  it,  who  does  so 

(Q  Leddell  v.  Macd(mgaU,  29  W.  Ca.  953,  per  Lord  Blackburn. 

R  404  ;  RteBe  River  Mining  Co.  v.  (o)  Taylor  v.  Aihworth,  11  M.  & 

Smith,  4  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  79,  per  W.  413  ;  Evans  v.  Edmonds,  13  C, 

Lord  Caima  ;  Redgrave  v.  Hurd,  20  B.  786  ;  Thorn  v.  Bigkmd,  8  Exch, 

Ch.  D.  13,  per  Jessel,  M.  R.  726. 

(m)  Smout  V.  Ilbery,  10  M.  &  W.  (p)  6  M.  &  W.  377  ;  10  M.  &  W. 

10.  155,  per  Lord  Abinger. 

(n)  Brownlie  v.  Campbell,  5  App. 
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accordingly  to  bis  prejudice.  The  law  imputes  to  him  a  Ch*p.  IT. 
fraudulent  intent^  although  he  may  not  have  been  in  fact 
instigated  by  a  morally  bad  motive.  An  intention  to  deceive  or 
a  fraudulent  intent  in  the  legal  acceptation  of  the  terra,  depends 
upon  the  knowledge  or  belief  respecting  the  falsehood  of  the 
statement  and  not  upon  the  actual  dishonesty  of  purpose  in 
making  the  statement  (q).  Where,  for  instance,  the  defendant 
had  accepted  a  bill  of  exchange  in  the  name  of  the  drawee, 
purporting  to  do  so  by  procuration,  knowing  that  in  fact  he  had 
no  such  authority,  but  fully  believing  that  the  acceptance  would 
be  sanctioned  and  the  bill  paid  by  the  drawee,  and  the  drawee 
repudiated  the  acceptance,  it  was  held,  though  the  jury 
negatived  a  fraudulent  intention  in  fact,  that  the  defendant  had 
committed  a  fraud  in  law  by  making  a  representation  which  he 
knew  to  be  untrue,  and  which  he  intended  others  to  act 
upon  (r). 

Though  a  misrepresentation  be  made  with  the  motive  and  in 
the  expectation  of  benefiting  a  person  by  his  acting  upon  it,  it 
may  in  law  be  fraudulent  (rr). 

The  presence  or  absence  of  a  corrupt  motive  or  dishonest 
purpose  distinguishes  moral  from  legal  fraud.  A  misrepre- 
sentation made  without  a  corrupt  motive  or  dishonest  pur- 
pose is  called  legal  fraud.  If  there  be  present  a  con*upt 
motive  or  dishonest  purpose  in  making  a  misrepresentation, 
there  is  moral  fraud  (a). 

In  Wilde  v.  Oibaon  (t),  a  fraudulent  intention  was  not 
imputed  to  a  man  by  reason  merely  of  his  having  construc- 
tive notice  that  a  representation  made  by  him  was  untrue, 
when  he  had  no  actual  knowledge  that  it  was  untrue.  "  The 
effect  of  constructive  notice,"  said  Lord  Cottenham  (u), 
"in   cases  in  which  it  is  applicable,  as  in  contests  between 

(q)  Foster  v.  Charles,  7  Bing.  107  ;  (»)  Moens  v.  Heyworth,  10  M.  & 

PoJhiU  V.  Walter,  3  B.  &  Ad.  114;  W.    157,   per    Lord    Wensleydale  ; 

Murray  y.  Mann,  2  Exch.  541,  per  Wilde  v.  Gibson,  I  H.  L.  633,  per 

Lord  Wensleydale  ;  Wilde  v.  Gibson,  Lord   Campbell  ;  but  Bee   Weir  v. 

1  H.  L.  633,  per  Lord  Campbell  Bell,  3  ExcL  D.  2^3,  per  Lord  Bram- 

(r)  PoUiUl  V.  WaUer,  3  B.  &  Ad.  weU. 

114.  (0  1  H.  L.  605. 

(rr)  Peek  v.  Gumey,  13  Eq.  110  (w)  lb.,  623. 
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Chap.  II.      equities  of  innocent  parties,  is  sufficiently  severe,  and  is  only 

resorted   to  from  the  necessity  of   finding    some  ground  of 

preference  between  equities  otherwise  equal,   and  cannot  be 

applied  in  support  of  an  imputation  of  direct  personal  fraud." 

Misrepresenta-        If  a  man  makes  a  representation    in    the  honest  belief 

tion  made  by  ,  ^ 

mistake.  that  it  is  true,  and  there  be  reasonable  ground  for  such  belief, 

a  fraudulent  intent  will  not  be  imputed  to  him,  although  it 
may  turn  out  to  be  false  (i;),  unless  there  be  a  duty  cast  on 
him  to  know  the  truth  (x),  A  misrepresentation  made  through 
honestf  mbtake  is  not  a  gi*ound  for  rescinding  a  transaction  (y), 
unless  the  subject  matter  be  different  in  substance  from  what 
it  was  represented  to  be.  In  cases  where  a  contract  is  sought 
to  be  rescinded  on  the  groimd  of  fraud,  it  is  enough  to  show 
a  fraudulent  representation  as  to  any  part  of  that  which 
induced  the  paity  to  enter  into  the  contract  which  he  seeks  to 
rescind ;  but  where  there  has  been  an  innocent  misrepresen" 
tation  or  misapprehension,  it  does  not  authorise  a  rescission, 
unless  it  be  such  as  to  show  that  there  is  a  complete  difference 
between  what  was  represented  and  what  was  taken,  so  as  to 
constitute  a  failure  of  consideration.  For  example,  where  a 
horse  is  bought  under  a  belief  that  it  is  sound,  if  the  pur^ 
chaser  was  induced  by  a  fraudulent  representation  as  to  the 
horse's  soundness,  the  contract  may  be  rescinded.  If  it  was 
induced  by  an  honest  misrepresentation  as  to  its  soundness, 
though  it  may  be  clear  that  both  vendor  and  purchaser  thought 
they  were  dealing  about  a  sound  horse,  and  were  in  error, 
yet  the  purchaser  must  pay  the  whole  price,  unless  there  was 
a  warranty ;  and  even  if  there  was  a  warranty,  he  cannot  return 
the  horse  and  claim  back  the  whole  of  the  price,  unless  there 
was  a  condition  to  that  effect  in  the  contract.  The  principle 
is  well  illustrated  by  the  civil  law  as  stated  in  the  Digest  (z). 
There,  after  laying  down  the  general  rule  that  where  the  parties 
are  not  at  one  as  to  the  subject  of  the  contract  there  is  no 
agreement,  and  that  this  applies  where  the  parties  have  mis- 

(v)  Haycraft  v.  Creasy,  2  East,  92  ;  (y)  Ormrod  v.  Hutk,  14  M.  &  W. 

Collins  V.  Evans,  5  Q.  B.  820  ;  Tlwm  651. 

V.  Bigland,  8  Exch.  726.  (z)  Lib.   18,  De  contrahenda  emp- 

(x)  Thorn  V.  Biglandy  ib.,  infra.  tione,  Tit  1,  leg.  9, 10,  11. 
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apprehended  each  other  as  to  the  corptia^  as  where  an  absent  Chtp.  IL  _ 
slave  was  sold,  and  the  liayer  thought  he  was  buying  Pamphilus, 
and  the  vendor  thought  he  was  selling  Stichus;  and  pronounc- 
ing the  judgment  that  in  such  a  case  there  was  no*  bargain 
because  there  was  error  in  corpore,  the  framers  of  the  Digest 
moot  the  point  thus :  **  Inde  quceritnr  si  in  ipso  corpore  ncm, 
trretur  sed  in  substantia  error  ait  ut  puta  si  acetwm  pro  vino 
veneat^  aea  pro  av/ro,  vd  quid  aliud  argento  avmile ;  an  emptio 
et  venditio  sit ;"  and  the  answers  given  by  the  great  jurists 
quoted  are  to  the  effect  that  if  there  be  a  misapprehension 
as  to  the  substance  of  the  thing,  there  is  ho  contract ;  but  if 

it  be  only  a  difference  in  some  quality  or  accident,  even  though 
the  misapprehension  may  have  been  the  actuating  motive  to 
the  purchaser,  yet  the  contract  remains  binding.  Paulus  says, 
**«£  aes  pro  av/ro  veneat,  non  valet,  aliter  atque  si  aurum 
quidem  fuerit,  deterius  av;tem  qua/m  emptor  estima/ret ;  tune 
snim  emptio  valet  **  (a). 

The  principle  of  our  law  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  civil 
law.  If  the  thing  sold  differs  in  substance  from  what  the 
purchaser  was  led  by  the  vendor  to  believe  he  was  buying, 
there  is  no  contract.  In  Oompertz  v.  Bartlett  (6),  and  Qumey 
V.  Womersley  (c),  a  man  who  honestly  sold  what  he  thought 
was  a  bill  without  recourse  to  him,  was  held  nevertheless 
bound  to  return  the  price,  on  its  tuining  out  that  the  supposed 
bill  was  void  under  the  stamp  laws  in  the  one  case,  and  was 
a  foi^ry  in  the  other  (d).  So  also  where  cotton  was  sold  by 
sample,  and  the  sample  was  long  stapled  cotton,  but  the  cotton 
delivered  was  short  stapled  cotton,  the  cotton  was  held  to  be 
different  in  kind  from  what  the  purchaser  had  contracted  to 
buy,  and  that  he  was  entitled  to  reject  it  (e).  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  purchaser  receives  what  answers  the  description  of  the 
article  sold,  aod  there  is  no  difference  in  substance  between  the 
article  delivered  and  the  article  sold,  but  only  a  difference  in 
some  quality  or  accident,  the  contract  remains  binding  in  the 

(a)  Kennedy  v.  Panama,  Sc,  Co.,  (d)  See  FUgkt  v.  Booth,  1  Bing. 
L.  B.  2  Q.  B.  687.  N.  C.  377. 

(b)  2  E.  &  B.  849.  (e)  Azemar  v.  Ckisella,  L.  R.  2  C. 

(c)  4  E.  &  B.  133.  P.  677. 

0  a 


20  KISREPRESENTATION. 

^^P'  ^  absence  of  a  warranty,  even  though  a  misapprehension  caused 
by  the  incorrect  representation  of  the  vendor  may  have  been 
the  actuating  motive  to  the  purchaser  (/).  In  such  a  case  the 
rule  caveat  emptor  will  apply  (g).  In  a  case,  accordingly, 
where  a  steam-packet  company  issued  a  prospectus  stating  in 
effect  that  they  had  entered  into  a  contract  with  a  colonial 
government  for  the  carrying  of  maUs  between  certain  places, 
and  a  man  induced  by  the  terms  of  the  prospectus  applied  for 
and  obtained  some  of  the  shares^  but  the  contract,  not  being 
binding  on  the  colonial  government,  was  repudiated,  it  was 
held  that  the  representation  did  not  affect  the  substance  of  the 
matter,  the  applicant  having  actually  got  shares  in  the  very 
company,  for  shares  in  which  he  had  applied,  and  the  shares 
being  a  property  of  considerable  value  in  the  market,  though 
perhaps  not  so  valuable  as  they  would  have  been  had  the 
statement  iji  the  prospectus  been  strictly  accurate  (h).  The 
difficulty  in  every  case  is  to  determine  whether  the  mistake  or 
misapprehension  is  as  to  the  substance  of  the  whole  consider- 
ation, going,  as  it  were,  to  the  root  of  the  matter,  or  only 
as  to  some  point,  even  though  a  material  point,  an  error  as 
to  which  does  not  affect  the  substance  of  the  whole  considera* 
tion.  There  may  be  misapprehension  as  to  that  which  is  a 
material  part  of  the  motive  inducing  the  transaction,  but  not 
so  as  to  prevent  the  subject  matter  of  the  transaction  from 
being  in  substance  what  it  was  represented  to  be  (^). 

The  same  principles  apply  in  equity.  A  man  who  makes 
a  representation  which  he  honestly  and  upon  reasonable 
grounds  believes  to  be  true,  or  believes  himself  entitled  to 
assert,  is  not,  independently  of  a  duty  cast  on  him  to  know 
the  truth,  bound  in  equity,  if  the  representation  turns  out  to 
be  untrue,  to  make  good  what  he  has  so  represented  (k). 
"  There  is  no  case  in  equity,"  said  Lord  Thurlow,  in  Merewetlier 

(/)  Kennedy  v.  Panama,  dtc,  Co.,  L.  R.  2  Q.  B.  580. 

L.  R.  2  Q.  B.  587.  (t)  lb.  588. 

(gr)  lb.  2  E.  &  B.  850,  per  Lotd  {k)  Merewether  v.   Shaw,  2  Cox, 

Campbell.  134 ;    Aindie  v.   MedlycoU,  9  Yes. 

{k)  Kennedy  v.  Panama,  <tc.,  Co.,  21  ;  Evans  v.  Wyatt,  31  Beav.  217. 
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▼.  Shaw  (Z),  "  where  a  man  making  an  honest  representation  Oh^p.  n. 
when  called  upon  to  give  an  account  of  the  circumstances  of 
another,  has  been  held  liable  in  this  respect  to  make  good  what 
he  has  so  represented."  From  certain  dicta  to  be  found  in  the 
reports,  it  may  appear  doubtful  whether  the  same  principles 
apply  in  equity  where  a  claim  is  made  for  the  restitution  of 
property  acquired  through  incorrect  representations  made  by 
honest  mistake.  In  Rawlins  v.  Wickham  (m),  Turner,  L.  J., 
said  that  if,  upon  a  treaty  for  purchase,  one  of  the  parties  to  the 
contract  makes  a  representation  materially  affecting  the  subject 
matter  of  the  contract,  he  cannot  be  allowed  to  retain  any 
benefit  which  he  has  derived,  if  the  representation  proves  to  be 
untrue,  and  that  no  man  can  be  held  to  what  he  has  done  under 
circumstances  which  have  been  erroneously  represented  to  him 
by  the  other  party  to  the  transaction,  however  innocently  the 
representation  may  have  been  made ;  that  a  contrary  doctrine 
would  strike  at  the  root  of  fair  dealing,  and  would  open  a  door 
of  escape  in  aU  cases  of  representation  as  to  credit,  and  indeed 
in  all  other  cases  of  false  representation  (n).  The  words  of  Mr. 
Justice  Story,  in  Danid  v.  MitcheU  {nn),  are  much  to  the  same 
effect.  "Nothing,"  he  said,  "is  clearer  in  equity  than  the 
doctrine  that  a  bargain  founded  upon  false  representations  made 
by  the  seller,  although  made  by  innocent  mistake,  will  be 
avoided.  Mistake  as  well  as  fraud  in  any  representation  of  a 
fact  material  to  the  contract  is  a  sufficient  ground  to  set  it 
aside "  (o).  There  is,  however,  good  reason  to  doubt  whether 
on  principle  or  authority,  the  equitable  rule  with  respect  to  the 
restitution  of  property  acquired  through  false  representations 
can  be  carried  so  far  as  the  words  of  these  learned  judges  would 
warrant.  In  Rawlins  v.  Wickham,  there  was,  in  fact,  a  duty 
cast  upon  the  party  making  the  representation  to  know  the 
truth,  so  that  it  is  probable  that  the  words  of  Turner,  L.  J., 
though  general  in  terms,  should  be  taken  with  reference  to  the 
particular  circumstances  of  the  case.    The  rule  at  law  being 

(0  2  Cox,  134.  (o)  Howgh  v.  Richardtan^  3  Story 

(m)  3  D.  &  J.  317.  (Amer.),  691 ;  Doggeit  v.  Emenon, 

(n)  Hart  v.  Swaine,  7  Ch.  D.  46.  lb.  733. 
{nn)  I  Story  (Amer.),  172. 
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^^P'  ^*  reasonable  and  fully  adequate  for  the  purposes  of  justice,  there 
is  no  reason  for  extending  the  rule  in  equity,  so  far  as  the  words 
of  Turner,  L.  J.,  would,  if  taken  generally,  warrant  There  is 
no  ground  for  contending  that  the  rule  caveat  emptor  does  not 
apply  in  equity  as  well  as  at  law  (p),  or  that  a  representation 
amounts  any  more  in  equity  to  a  warranty  than  it  does  at  law. 
The  sound  doctrine  would  seem  to  be  that  the  rule  in  equity  is 
the  same  as  the  rule  at  law,  and  that  if,  accordingly,  a  repre- 
sentation be  honestly  and  upon  fair  and  reasonable  grounds 
believed  to  be  true  by  the  party  making  it,  and  there  be  no  duty 
cast  on  him  to  know  the  truth,  no  claim  for  the  restitution  of 
property  acquired  through  the  representation  can  be  maintained 
in  equity,  although  the  representation  proves  to  be  untrue  (q), 
unless  the  subject  matter  be  so  different  in  substance  from 
what  it  was  represented  to  be,  as  to  amount  to  a  failure  of  con- 
sideration (r). 

There  is  a  difference  in  substance  amounting  to  a  failure  of 
consideration,  if  the  property  is  not  of  the  same  nature  or  de- 
scription as  it  was  represented  to  be  in  the  particulars  of  sale  (s), 
as  where  leasehold  or  copyhold  property  is  described  as  free- 
hold (t) ;  or  where  land  sold  and  conveyed  as  freehold  turns 
out  to  be  copyhold  (u)  ;  or,  perhaps,  where  an  under  lease  is 
sold  as  an  original  lease  {x)  ;  or  as  where  upon  the  sale  of  an 
estate  let  at  lease  on  a  rack-rent,  such  rent  is  described  as  a 
ground-rent  {y)  ;  or  where  there  is  a  misdescription  of  the  quan- 
tity of  land  in  regard  to  acres  being  statute  acres  or  customary 


{p)  Gorsuch  V.  Creey  29  L.  J.  C.  P. 
309. 

(q)  See  Legge  v.  Croker,  1  Ba.  & 
Be.  614 ;  Bartlett  v.  Salmon^  6  D. 
M.  &  G.  33  ;  Brett  v.  Clowser,  5  C. 
P.  D.  376. 

(r)  See  Hawland  v,  Norris,  1  Cox, 
59  ;  Leslie  v.  Tompson,  9  Ha.  268 ; 
Bartlett  v.  Salmon^  6  D.  M.  &  G.  41. 

(«)  See  Taylor  v.  Martindale,  I  Y. 
&  C.  C.  C.  658  ;  Madeley  v.  Boothy  2 
Deg.  &  S.  722  ;  Stanton  v.  Tattersall, 

1  Sm.  &  G.  536  ;  Price  v.  MacatUay, 

2  D.   M.  &  G.   346 ;    Torrance  v. 


BolUm,  S  Ch,  118. 

(t)  Drewe  v.  Corp^  9  Ves.  368  ; 
PuUford  V.  Richards^  17  Beav.  96,  jper 
Lord  Romilly. 

(w)  Hart  V.  Swaine,  7  Ch.  D.  46. 

(x)  Madeley  v.  Booths  2  Deg.  &  S. 
718 ;  Henderson  v.  Hudson,  15  W. 
R.  860.  See  Darlington  v.  Hamilton, 
Kay,  550  ;  but  see  Camberwell,  dte,^ 
Building  Society  v.  HoUouxij,  13  Ch. 
D.  754. 

(y)  SteuHirt  v.  AUiston,  1  Mer«  26. 
See-  Bartlett  v.  Salmon,  6  D.  M.  &  G. 
33. 
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acres  {z)  ;  or  where  the  acreage  of  an  estate  is  very  much  less 
than  it  was  represented  to  be  (a) ;  or  as  where  a  house  com- 
posed externally  partly  of  brick,  and  partly  of  timber,  and  lath 
and  plaster,  is  described  as  a  brick-built  house  (b) ;  or  where 
property  which  was  in  truth  an  equity  of  redemption  in  a  re- 
Yersionary  interest  was  described  as  an  absolute  reversion,  or 
as  an  immediate  reversion  expectant  on  the  death  of  a  tenant 
for  life  (c)  ;  or  where  the  rents  at  which  the  different  parts  of  a 
lot  of  land  were  stated,  but  no  mention  was  made  of  a  ground- 
rent  (d). 

So,  also,  there  is  a  difference  in  substance  amounting  to  a 
failure  of  consideration,  if  there  be  misrepresentation  upon  a 
point  material  to  the  due  enjoyment  of  the  property ;  as  where 
a  vendor  describes  land  as  situated  within  one  mile  of  a  par- 
ticular town,  when  it  is,  in  fact,  several  miles  distant  there- 
from (e) ;  or  where,  upon  the  sale  of  a  lease  of  a  house  or  shop, 
the  particulars  merely  stated  that  the  lease  contained  a  restric- 
tion against  certain  specified  trades  being  carried  on  upon  the 
premises,  whereas,  in  fact,  several  other  trades  were  for- 
bidden (/)  ;  or  where,  upon  the  sale  of  a  piece  of  land  described 
as  ''a  first-rate  building  plot  of  ground,"  no  notice  was  taken 
of  a  right  of  way  passing  over  it  (g),  or  of  an  underground 
watercourse  which  third  parties  had  liberty  to  open,  cleanse,  and 
repair,  making  satisfaction  for  damage  thereby  occasioned  (h) ; 
or  as  where  a  house  described  to  be  situated  in  a  fashionable 
street,  was  not  actually  in  that  street^  but  merely  communicated 
with  it  by  a  passage  (i). 


Chap.  II. 


(2)  Price  V.  Nartky  2  Y.  &  C.  620 ; 
Earl  of  Durham  v.  Legard,  34  Beav. 
612. 

(a)  Aberaman  Iron  Worki  v. 
Wilkinty  4  Ch.  101. 

(6)  Potoell  V.  DoubbU,  Sug.  V.  & 
P.  29,  Dart,  V.  &  P.  90. 

(e)  Torrance  y.  BoUon^  8  Ch.  124. 

(cQ  Jones  v.  RvrMner,  14  Ch.  D. 
591. 

ie)  Duke  of  Norfolk  v.  Worthy,  1 
Camp.  337  ;  Pulsford  v.  Richards,  17 
Beav.  96,  per  Lord  Bomillj. 


(/)  Flight  V.  Booth,  I  Bing.  N.  C. 
370-  See  VignoUes  v.  Brown,  12  Ir. 
Eq.  194,  196. 

(£l)  Dykes  v.  Blake,  4  Bing.  N.  C. 
463.  See  Gibson  y.  DEste,  2  Y.  & 
C.  C.  C.  642. 

{h)  ShackUton  v.  Sutcliffe,  1  Deg. 
&S.  609. 

(t)  StamUm  v.  TattersaU,  1  Sm.  ft 
Q.  629 ;  comp.  White  v.  Bradshaw, 
16  Jur.  738.  See  Dart,  V.  &  P.  88, 
89. 
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Cbap.  n.  So,  also,  there  is  a  difference  in  substance  amounting  to  a 

failure  of  consideration,  where  the  property,  as  described,  is  not 
identical  with  that  intended  to  be  sold  {k) ;  or  where  a  material 
part  of  the  property  described  has  no  existence,  or  cannot  be 
found  (l) ;  or  where  no  title  can  be  shown  to  it,  as  where  upon 
the  sale  of  a  leasehold  house  and  small  yard  adjoining,  the  yard 
w&s  not  included  in  the  lease,  but  was  held  from  year  to  year  at 
a  separate  rent  (m) ;  or  where  land  was  described  in  the  par- 
ticulars of  sale  as  held  under  a  lease  that  would  expire  on  a 
certain  day,  but  it  turned  out  that  the  tenant  of  part  of  the 
land  was  entitled  under  an  equitable  title  to  a  reversionary 
term  for  four  lives  (n) ;  or  where  an  annuity  was  granted  to  be 
calculated  on  a  certain  footing  by  the  agent  of  the  grantee,  and 
the  calculation  proved  very  inaccurate  (o) ;  or  where  a  man 
agreed  to  purchase  a  share  in  a  partnership  business,  on  the 
footing  of  a  balance-sheet  prepared  by  an  accountant  employed 
by  the  vendor,  which  turned  out  to  be  very  inaccui*ate  in  cer- 
tain particulars  (p) ;  or  where  there  was  a  material  variance 
between  the  prospectus  of  a  company,  on  the  basis  of  which  a 
man  took  shares  in  the  concern,  and  the  memorandum  of  asso- 
ciation by  which  it  was  governed  (g);  or  where  a  man  was 
released  from  an  obligation,  in  which  he  was  bound,  on  a  repre- 
sentation that  a  certain  security  deposited  with  the  creditor 
(which  proved  to  be  an  imaginary  one)  was  a  good  security  (r). 
So,  also,  it  may  be  laid  down,  as  a  general  rule,  that  there  is 
a  difference  in  substance  amounting  to  a  failure  of  considera- 
tion, if  the  misrepresentation  or  misdescription  is  of  such  a 
nature  that  the  amount  of   compensation  cannot    be    esti- 


(k)  Leach  v.  Mullett,  3  C.  &  P. 
115. 

(Q  Robinson  v.  Musgrove,  2  Moo. 
&  R.  92. 

(m)  Dobell  v.  Hutchinson,  3  A.  & 
A.  355.  See  Knatchbull  v.  Grueber, 
1  Madd.  153  ;  M*Oulloch  v.  Gregory, 
1  K.  &  J.  286. 

(n)  Linelian  v.  Cotter,  7  Ir.  Eq. 
177.  See  Collier  v.  Jenkins,  You. 
298  ;  Siig.  V.  &  P.  304. 


(o)  Carfmad  v.  Powis,  10  Beav. 
44. 

(p)  Cha/rlesworth  v.  Jennings,  34 
Beav.  96. 

(?)  Downes  v.  Ship,  3  E.  &  I.  App. 
Ca.  343 ;  Stewares  Case,  1  Ch.  686 ; 
Latorence^s  Case,  2  ib.  425  ;  Ship  v. 
Crosskill,  10  Eq.  82. 

(r)  Scholfield  v.  Templer,  4  D.  &  J. 
434. 
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mated  («) ;  as  where  on  the  sale  of  a  reversion  expectant  on  the      ^^P-  ^ 

decease  of  A.  in  case  he  should  have  no  children,  his  i^e  was 
described  as  sixty-six^  instead  of  sixty-four  (t)  ;  or  as  where  on 
the  sale  of  a  wood,  the  particulars  erroneously  stated  that  the 
average  size  of  the  timber  approached  fifty  feet,  the  number  of 
trees  not  being  stated  (u) ;  or  as  where  the  particulars  stated 
the  premises  to  be  in  the  joint  occupation  of  A.  and  B.  as 
lessees,  when  in  fact  A.  was  only  assignee  of  the  lease,  and  B. 
was  a  mere  joint  occupier  (a?) ;  or  as  where  the  right  to  coal 
under  the  estate  was  shown  to  be  in  other  parties,  and  no  means 
existed  of  determining  its  value  (y). 

The  presence  of  the  words  *'  more  or  less  "  in  a  contract  for  Woidt  "  mow  or 
the  sale  of  a  deed  of  conveyance  of  land  after  a  statement  of  ment  of  qnanti^ 
the   quantity  of  acres  comprised  therein  does   not   import  a  ®*  ■*"•■»  *^ 
special  engagement  that  the  purchaser  takes  the  risk  of  the 
quantity.    The  words  must  be  taken  merely  to  cover  a  reason- 
able excess  or  deficiency.    If  it  turn  out  that  the  quantity  falls 
considerably  short  of  what  it  was  represented  to  be,  the  court 
will  relieve  the  purchaser  from  payment  for  the  deficiency ;  but 
a  slight  variation  does  not  afford  a  ground  for  relief  (0).    Nor 
will  the  court  interfere,  although  the  deficiency  be  consider- 
able, if  the  risk  as  to  the  quantity  constituted  one  of  the  ele- 
ments of  the  agreement,  or  if  the  sale  was  of  a  thing  in  gross 
and  not  by  admeasurement  (a),  or  if  there  was  a  special  stipu- 
lation that  the  quantities  shall  be  taken  as  stated  (6).     But  if 
the  acreage  of  an  estate  is  very  much  less  than  it  was  repre- 
sented to  be,  a  proviso  in  one  of  the  articles  of  sale  that  the 


(«)  See  Madeley  v.  Boo^,  2  Deg. 
&  S.  722. 

(()  SKencood  v.  Robins,  Moo.  &  M. 
194.    See  8  CI.  &  F.  792. 

(it)  Lord  Brooke  v.  Roundihwaite, 
5  Ha.  298. 

(2)  RidgiDay  v.  Gray,  1  Mac.  &  G. 
109.  See  GrisaeU  v.  Peto,  2  Sm.  & 
G.  39. 

(y)  Smithson.Y.  Potaell,  20  L.  T. 
105. 

(z)  HUl  V.  B^ickley,  17  Ves.  398  ; 
jnneh  V.  JVindustter,  1  V.  &  B.  375 ; 


Portman  v.  MiU,  2  Rnss.  670,  Sug. 
V.  &  P.  324.  See  CharUaworih  v. 
Jennings,  34  Beav.  96  ;  Dams  v. 
Shepherd,  1  Oh.  410. 

(a)  Anon,,  2  Freem.  107 ;  Twy- 
ford  V.  IFareup,  Finch.  310  ;  Bcuaen- 
dale  y.  Seals,  19  Beav.  601.  See 
Leslie  v.  ToTnpson,  9  Ha.  268. 

(6)  NicoU  V.  Chambers,  11  C.  B. 
996.  See  Sug.  V.  &  P.  324  327  ; 
Cordingley  v.  Oheesehorough,  3  Giff. 
506,  4  D.  F.  &  J.  379. 
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^»P'  ^      estate  as  to  extent  should  be  taken  to  be  conclusively  shown  by 
certain  deeds,  will  not  estop  the  purchaser  from  having  the  con- 
tract rescinded  on  the  ground  of  the  deficiency  (o).     A  condi- 
tion of  sale  providing  that  if  any  error,   misstatement,  or 
omission  in  the  particulars  should  be  discovered,  it  should  not 
annul  the  sale,  nor  should  any  compensation  be  allowed  by  the 
vendor  or  purchaser  in  respect  thereof,  applies  only  to  small 
errors,  and  will  not  cover  a  large  deficiency  (d). 
Duty  to  disclose       Though  a  party  making  a  representation  may  at  the  time 
dbco™ry  that  a  ^^i^^®  ^^  ^  ^®  ttuQ,  and  have  made  it  innocently,  yet  if  after 
representation     discovering  that  it  was  untrue  he  suflfers  the  other  party  to  con- 

tinue  in  error  and  to  act  on  the  belief  that  no  mistake  has  been 
made,  this  from  the  time  of  the  discovery  becomes  in  the  con- 
templation of  a  court  of  equity  a  fraudulent  misrepresentation, 
even  though  not  so  originally  (e).  If,  moreover,  a  man  makes 
a  representation  by  which  he  induces  another  to  take  a  par- 
ticular course,  and  the  circumstances  are  afterwards  altered  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  party  who  made  the  representation,  but 
not  to  the  knowledge  of  the  party  to  whom  the  representation 
was  made,  and  are  so  altered  that  the  alteration  may  affect  the 
course  of  conduct  which  may  be  pursued  by  the  party  to  whom 
the  representation  was  made,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  party  who 
has  made  the  representation  to  communicate  to  the  party  to 
whom  he  made  it  the  alteration  of  those  circumstances.  The 
party  to  whom  the  representation  has  been  made  will  not  be 
held  bound  in  equity,  unless  such  a  communication  has  been 
made  (ee).  Thus,  where  a  man  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  his 
life,  signed  a  declaration  that  he  was  in  good  health,  but  before 
the  policy  was  completed  he  consulted  a  physician,  who  told 
him  that  he  was  in  a  dangerous  state  of  health ;  it  was  held  that 
the  non-communication  to  the  company  of  his  change  in  health 
was  fraudulent,  and  vitiated  the  policy  (/).     So  also  where  an 

(c)  Aberaman  Iran  Works  v.  Wick'  D.  474. 

ens,  4  Ch.  101.  (ee)  Traill  v.  Baring,  4  D.  J.  &  S. 

{d)  WhitUmore  v.   WkUtemorSf  8  329  ;  Davies  v.  London  d;  Prowndai 

£q.  603.  Marine  Insurance  C(kt  8  Ch.  D.  474. 

(e)  Beynell  v.  Sprye,  1  D.  M.  &  G.  (/)  British   Equitable   Inswranu 

660, 709  ;  Davies  v.  London  dc  Pro-  Co,  v.  Greai  Western  RaUway  Co,,  38 

vincial  Marine  Insurance  Co.,  8  Ch.  L.  J.  Ch.  314. 
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instiranoe  company  proposed  to  another  office  a  re^insarance  on  Ch*p-  It- 
a  life,  representing  as  was  then  the  fact,  that  they  retained  a 
large  portion  of  the  risk,  but  before  the  re-insurance  was  car- 
ried into  effect,  they  got  rid  of  the  whole  of  the  risk  on  the  life 
by  re-insurance  with  a  third  office  without  communicating  that 
fact  to  the  other  office,  it  was  held  that  the  insurance  was 
obtained  by  fraud,  and  must  be  cancelled  (jg). 

On  the  other  hand,  a  representation  that  was  false  at  the 
time  it  was  made  may,  by  a  change  of  circumstances,  become  a 
true  representation  at  the  time  it  is  acted  on.  As  where  a 
compcmy  issued  a  prospectus,  representing  that  more  than  half 
the  capital  had  been  subscribed,  whereby  a  man  was  induced  to 
apply  for  shares,  and  the  representation  was  not  true  at  the 
time  when  the  prospectus  was  issued,  but  it  had  become  true 
at  the  time  of  his  application ;  it  was  held  that  there  was  no 
misrepresentation  entitling  him  to  relief  (A). 

In  considering  whether  a  man  has  reasonable  grounds  for  Beamnable 
believing  a  representation  to  be  true,  the  position  in  which  he  ^ui^ng^a 
is  placed,  and  the  sources  from  which  he  has  drawn  his  informa-  jepw^n***^^ 

.  ...  Uiw  true. 

tion,  must  be  taken  into  consideration  (i).  If  a  man  be  asked 
to  give  an  account  as  to  the  fortune  or  circumstances  of  another, 
statements  appearing  in  wills,  deeds,  marriage  settlements,  &c., 
are  reasonable  sources  of  information.  He  cannot  be  called  on 
if  the  statements  therein  appearing  turn  out  to  be  incoiTect,  to 
make  good  his  representation  Qc).  The  alleged  honA  fide  belief 
in  an  untrue  statement  can  be  tested  only  by  considering  the 
grounds  of  such  belief,  and  if  an  untrue  statement  is  made 
founded  upon  a  belief  destitute  of  all  reasonable  grounds,  or 
which  the  least  inquiry  would  immediately  con-ect,  it  may  fairly 
be  characterised  as  misrepresentation  and  deceit  (l).  If  persons 
make  statements  which  they  may  bond  fide  believe  to  be  true, 
but  which,  if  they  had  used  a  little  more  care  and  caution  they 

is)  Traill  v.  Baring^  4  D.  J  &  S.  {h)  Ainslie  r.   Medlyeoii,   9  Yes. 

318.  21 ;  EvoM  v.  Wyatt,  31  Beav.  217. 

(h)  Ship  V.  Oroukill,  10  Eq.  73.  (I)  Western  Bank  of  Scotland  v. 

(t)  Cullen*s  Truttee  v.  Johnston,  3  Addie,  1  Sc.  App.  Ca.  162,  per  Loid 

Dec.  of  Court  of  Seaaion,  3rd  series,  Chelmsford, 
p.  936. 
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^^P*  ^'  must  have  seen  were  not  true,  there  is  evidence  to  show  that 
they  did  not  really  believe  in  the  truth  of  what  they  said  (vi). 
A  man  must  examine  into  the  truth  of  representations  made  to 
him  by  others,  before  putting  them  forward  as  true,  or  as  of  his 
own  knowledge.  He  cannot  be  allowed  to  escape  from  the 
effect  of  positive  representations  of  matters  of  fact  upon  the 
ground  that  he  relied  upon  representations  made  to  him  by  an 
agent  employed  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  getting  information 
for  him.  If  a  man  makes  a  representation  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  impoi-t  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  to  which  the  representa- 
tion refers,  and  the  representation  is  not  materially  qualified  by 
a  reference  to  any  other  person  as  the  source  of  information,  he 
cannot  be  heard  to  say,  on  a  claim  for  the  rescission  of  the 
transaction,  if  the  representation  proves  to  be  untrue,  that  he 
made  the  representation  on  the  authority  of  his  agent,  and 
honestly  believed  it  to  be  true.  If  a  company  give  credit  to, 
and  assume  as  true  the  reports  which  are  made  to  them  by 
their  agents,  and  represent  as  facts  the  matters  stated  in  those 
reports,  and  persons  are  induced  to  enter  into  contracts  on  the 
foundations  of  the  assumption  of  the  representations  which  have 
been  made  to  them,  they  cannot  be  heiard  to  say,  on  a  claim  for 
a  rescission  of  the  transaction,  if  the  representations  prove  to 
be  untrue,  that  they  honestly  believed  them  to  be  true.  If  tlie 
company,  instead  of  stating  a  thing  as  a  fact,  state  merely  that 
they  have  received  reports  from  their  agents,  and  that  they 
have  reason  to  believe  the  reports  to  be  true,  the  case  may  be 
different  (n).  It  may  be  material,  where  proceedings  at  law 
are  aimed  against  a  man  with  a  view  to  obtain  damages  from 
him  personally  for  false  representation,  that  he  may  have 
believed  statements  made  to  him  by  agents  to  be  true,  but 
it  is  immaterial  where  the  transaction  is  sought  to  be  set 
aside  (o). 

(m)  lb.  168,  Cranworth.  Ray,  9  Ch.  405 ;  Cooper  v.  Lovering, 

(n)  Smithes  Case,  Re  Reese  River  10  Browne  (Amer.),  78  ;  Fidier  v. 

Silver  Mining  Co.,  2  Ch.  604,  611,  Mellen,  7  Browne  (Amer.),  506. 

615  ;  Ro8S  y.  Estates  Investment  Co.,  (o)  Smithes   Com,  Re  Reese  River 

3  Eq.  138,  3  Ch.  682  ;  Henderson  v.  Silver  Mining  Co.,  2  Ch.  615  ;  Hen^ 

Lacon,  6   Eq.   261  ;   Atty.-Uenl,   v.  derson  v.  Lacon,  5  Et^.  261. 
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A  misrepresentation,  however,  is  a  fraud  at  law,  although      ^^^-  ^^ 
made  innocently,  and  with  an  honest  belief  in  its  truth,  if  it  be  M5««ppeMntft. 

,  ,  tion  by  a  nuui 

made  by  a  man  who  ought  in  the  due  discharge  of  his  duty  to  apon  whom  a 
have  known  the  truth,  or  who  formerly  knew,  and  ought  to^^^^„^ 
have  remembered,  the  fact  which  negatives  the  representation, 
and  be  made  under  such  circumstances  or  in  such  a  way  as  to 
induce  a  reasonable  man  to  believe  that  it  was  true,  and  was 
meant  to  be  acted  on,  and  has  been  acted  on  by  him  accoixiingly 
to  his  prejudice.  If  a  duty  is  cast  upon  a  man  to  know  the 
truth,  and  he  makes  a  representation  in  such  a  way  as  to  induce 
a  reasonable  man  to  believe  that  it  is  true,  and  is  meant  to  be 
acte4  on,  he  cannot  be  heard  to  say,  if  the  representation  proves 
to  be  untrue,  that  he  believed  it  to  be  true,  and  made  the  mis- 
statement through  mistake,  or  ignorance,  or  forgetful ness  (p). 
Where  accordingly  the  trustee  of  a  fund  represented  to  a  pro- 
posed  assignee  that  the  assignor  was  entitled  to  the  fund  and 
could  make  the  assignment,  forgetting  that  there  was  a  prior 
incumbrance  upon  it,  of  which  he  had  received  notice,  he  was 
held  bound  to  make  good  the  representation  (q).  So  also  where 
a  man  wrote  a  letter  stating  that  he  was  willing  to  grant  a 
lease,  knowing  that  it  was  to  be  shown  to  a  person  proposing 
to  lend  money  to  the  lessee  upon  the  security  of  the  lease,  and 
it  appeared  that  he  had  before  granted  a  concuiTent  lease  of 
the  same  property  which  he  alleged  that  he  had  forgotten,  he 
was  held  responsible  for  his  statement  and  for  the  repayment  of 
the  loan  made  on  the  faith  of  it  (r). 

The  rule  established  in  CoUen  v.  Wright  (s)  that  if  a  man,  MisrepreMnta- 

Uon  of  authority. 


(p)  Burrowes  v.  Lock,  10  Ves. 
470 ;  Moens  v.  Heyworth,  10  M.  & 
W.  147  ;  PuUfard  v.  Richards,  17 
Beav.  95  ;  Ayr^s  Com,  26  Beav.  522 ; 
Price  V.  Macaviay,  2  D.  M.  &  G. 
345  ;  Hulltm  v.  RossiUr,  7  D.  M.  & 
Q.  9  ;  RawlvM  v.  Wickham,  3  D.  & 
J.  304  ;  Swan  v.  Norlh  British  Aus- 
trakuian  Co.,  2  H.  &  C.  183 ;  Hen- 
danon  v.  Lacon,  5  Eq.  262 ;  Brovmlie 
T.  Ca/mphdl,  5  App.  Ca.  936  ;  comp. 
MsreweGitT  v.   Shaw,  2    Cox,  134, 


where  a  brother  made,  through  mis* 
conception,  a  false  representation 
respecting  his  Bister's  fortune  to  a 
man  who  was  about  to  marry  her, 
and  did  afterwards  marry  her.  See 
alBO  Ainslie  v.  MedlycoU,  9  Yes.  21  ; 
Evans  y.  FowUr,  21  Beav.  217. 

(j)  Burrowes  v.  Lock,  10  Ves.  70. 

(r)  Slim  v.  Oroucher,  1  D.  F.  &  J* 
518. 

(a)  8  E.  &  B.  647. 


so 
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Distinction 
between  a  war- 
ranty and  a 
representation. 


however  honestly,  assumes  to  act  as  agent  for  another  in  respect 
of  a  matter  over  which  he  has  no  authority,  and  induces  another 
thereby  to  make  a  contract,  he  must  be  taken  in  law  to  promise 
that  he  is  what  he  represents  himself  to  be,  and  must  answer 
for  any  damage  which  directly  results  from  confidence  being 
given  to  his  representations,  is  not  an  exception  to  the  general 
rule  of  law  that  no  action  is  maintainable  for  a  mere  state- 
ment, although  untrue  and  although  acted  on  to  the  damage 
of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  made,  unless  the  statement  is  false 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  person  making  it.  The  principle  of 
that  decision  is  that  when  a  man,  either  expressly  or  by  his 
conduct,  invites  another  to  negotiate  with  him  upon  the  asser- 
tion that  he  is  filling  a  certain  character,  and  a  contract  is 
entered  into  upon  that  footing,  he  is  liable  to  an  action,  if  he 
does  not  fill  that  character,  but  the  liability  arises  not  from  the' 
misrepresentation  alone,  but  from  the  invitation  to  act  and  from 
the  acting  in  consequence  of  that  invitation  (t), 

A  statement  which  amounts  to  a  warranty,  must  be  distin- 
guiflhed  from  a  statement  which  amounts  merely  to  a  repre- 
sentation.  A  representation  is  a  statement  or  assertion  made 
by  one  party  to  the  oUier  before  or  at  the  time  of  the  contract 
of  some  matter  or  circumstance  relating  to  it(u).  A  repre- 
sentation is  not  a  part  of  the  written  instrument,  but  is  col- 
lateral to  it,  and  entirely  independent  of  it  (v).  The  insertion 
of  the  representation  in  the  instrument  does  not  alter  its  nature. 
Though  a  representation  is  sometimes  contained  in  a  written 
instrument,  it  is  not  an  integral  part  of  the  contract,  and  conse- 
quently the  contract  is  not  broken,  though  the  representation 
proves  to  be  untrue  (x).  In  order  that  a  statement  or  repre- 
sentation may  amount  to  a  warranty,  it  must  appear  that  it 
was  intended  to  form  a  substantive  part  of  the  contract  (y).    A 


(Q  See  DicJaon  v.  RetUer^s  TeU- 
gram  Co.,  3  C.  P.  D.  7. 

(u)  Behn  v.  Bumess,  3  B.  &  S. 
753. 

(r)  Goram  v.  Sweeting,  2  Wms. 
Saund.  201.  See  Kain  v.  Old,  2  B. 
&  C.  634,  per  Lord  Tenterden  ;  Com- 


foot  V.  Fowke,  6  M.  &  W.  370,  per 
Lord  Cranworth. 

(x)  Behn  V.  Bumess,  3  B.  &  & 
753. 

(y)  Bekn  v.  Bumess,  3  K  &  S. 
754. 
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warranty  is  an  express  or  implied  statement  of  something  whidi 
the  party  making  it  undertakes  shall  be  a  substantive  part  of 
the  contract,  and  though  part  ot  the  contract,  yet  collateral  to 
the  express  object  of  it  (z).  A  representation  of  intention  does 
not  amount  to  a  warranty  (a).  If  a  representation  or  statement 
is  not  of  the  essence  of  the  contzact,  there  is  no  warranty  (6). 
The  circumstance  of  a  man  selling  a  particular  thing  by  its 
proper  description  is  not  a  warranty  that  the  thing  is  of  that 
description.  If  the  thing  does  not  answer  the  description,  there 
is  not  a  breach  of  warranty,  but  a  non-compliance  with  a 
contract  which  he  has  engaged  to  fulfil  (c).  To  constitute  a 
warranty,  it  is  not  necessaiy  that  the  word  "  warrant  **  should 
occur  in  the  bargain  {d).  Any  affirmance  or  representation 
made  at  the  time  of  sale  is  a  warranty  if  it  appears  to  have 
been  so  intended  and  understood  by  the  parties  {e).  Nor  is  it 
necessary  that  the  statement  or  representation  should  be  simul- 
taneous with  the  close  of  the  bargain.  If  it  be  part  of  the 
contract,  it  matters  not  at  what  period  of  the  negotiation  it  was 
made(/).  If  a  statement  amounts  to  a  warranty,  the  party 
making  it  is  bound  by  his  warranty.  The  &ct  that  he  may 
have  made  the  statement  in  honest  mistake,  or  that  the  state- 
ment may  be  not  in  a  material  matter,  cannot  be  taken  into 
consideration  (9). 

The  term  ''  warranty  **  is  used  in  two  senses.  It  is  either  a 
condition  on  the  failure  or  non-performance  of  which  the  other 
party  may,  if  he  be  so  minded,  repudiate  the  contract  altogether. 


(«)  Chanter  v.  Hcpkins,  4  M.  &  W. 
404,  per  Lord  Abinger  ;  Stucley  v. 
BaUy,  1 H.  &  0.  415,  per  Martin,  B. 

(a)  Benham{7,  United  Gvarantee^ 
dx,,  Aseuranee  Co.y  7  Exch.  744. 

(6)  Cranston  v.  Marshall,  5  Exch. 
402;  TayUyr  v.  BuUen,  ib.  779; 
Vemede  v.  TFeber,  1  H.  &  N.  311. 

(c)  Chanter  t.  Hopkins,  4  M.  & 
W.  404,  per  Lord  Abinger ;  Stucley 
T.  Bailyy  1  H.  &  C.  415,  per  Martin, 
B. 

(<£)  Hopkins  y.  Tanqiuray,  15  C. 
B.  137,  per  Jervis,  C.  J. ;  Stucley  v. 


Baay,  1  H.  &  C.  417. 

(«)  Pasley  v.  Freeman,  3  T.  R.  57, 
per  Bnller,  J. ;  StucUy  v.  RiiUtj,  l 
H.  &  C.  405. 

(/)  Hopkins  t.  Tan^errty,  15  CL 
B.  137,  |«r  Jervia,  C.  J. 

(gf)  Attvrood  v.  Small,  6  CI  &  Fin. 
232  ;  Anderson  t.  Fifzgerald,  4  H. 
L.  50i,per  Lord  Cnmworth ;  Ban- 
nerman  v.  JFWte,  10  C.  B.  N.  a 
844  ;  Behn  v.  Bumess,  3  B.  ft  Sw 
754,  759 ;  Head  v.  Tattersall,  L.  R. 
7  Exch.  IL 
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Chap,  n.  and  80  be  released  from  peifonning  his  part  of  it,  or  it  is  an 
independent  agreement,  a  breach  of  which  will  not  justify  a 
repudiation  of  the  contract,  but  will  only  be  a  cause  of  action 
for  compensation  in  damages.  The  question  whether  a  state* 
ment,  though  intended  to  be  a  substantive  part  of  the  contract, 
is  a  condition  precedent,  or  an  independent  agreement,  is  some- 
times raised  in  the  construction  of  charter-parties,  with  refer- 
ence to  stipulations  that  some  future  thing  shall  be  done  or 
shall  happen,  and  has  given  rise  to  very  nice  distinctions.  Thus 
a  statement  that  a  vessel  is  to  sail,  or  be  made  ready  to  receive 
a  cargo,  on  or  before  a  given  day,  has  been  held  to  be  a  con- 
dition, while  a  stipulation  that  she  shall  sail  with  all  convenient 
speed,  or  within  a  reasonable  time,  has  been  held  to  be  only  an 
agreement  (k).  If  the  statement  be  a  condition,  and  it  be  not 
complied  with,  the  party  to  whom  it  is  made  may,  if  he  be  so 
minded,  repudiate  the  contract,  provided  it  has  not  been  par- 
tially executed  in  his  favour.  If,  indeed,  he  has  received  the 
whole  or  any  substantial  part  of  the  consideration  for  the 
promise  on  his  part,  the  warranty  ceases  to  be  available  as  a 
condition,  and  becomes  a  warranty  in  the  narrower  sense  of  the 
term,  that  is  to  say,  a  stipulation  by  way  of  agreement,  for  the 
breach  of  which  a  compensation  may  be  sought  in  damages. 
Accordingly,  if  a  specific  thing  has  been  sold,  with  a  warranty 
of  its  quality,  under  such  circumstance  that  the  property  passes 
by  the  sale,  the  vendee  having  been  thus  benefited  by  the 
partial  execution  of  the  contract,  and  become  the  proprietor  of 
the  thing  sold,  cannot  treat  the  failure  of  the  warranty  as  a 
condition  broken  (unless  there  is  a  special  condition  to  that 
effect  in  the  contract),  but  must  have  recourse  to  an  action  for 
damages  in  respect  of  the  breach  of  warranty.  But  in  cases 
where  the  thing  sold  is  not  specific,  and  the  property  has  not 
passed  by  the  sale,  the  vendee  may  refuse-  to  receive  the 
thing  proffered  to  him  in  performance  of  the  contract,  on  the 
ground  that  it  does  not  correspond  with  the  descriptive  state- 
ment, or,  in  other  words,  that  the  condition  expressed  in  the 
contract  has  not  been  performed.     Still,  if  he  receives  the  thing 

(A)  Behn  v.  Bumess,  3  B.  &  S.  754. 
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as  sold,  and  baa  the  enjoyment  of  it,  he  cannot  afterwards  treat 
the  descriptive  statement  as  a  condition,  but  only  as  an 
agreement,  for  a  breach  of  which  he  may  bring  an  action  for 
damages  (i). 

Affiimations  in  policies  of  insurance  are  in  the  natui-e  of 
warranties.  In  the  case  of  policies  of  marine  insurance,  and 
policies  against  fire,  a  warranty  is  also  a  condition.  It  is  an 
implied  condition  of  the  validity  of  the  policy,  that  the  party 
proposing  the  insurance  should  make  a  true  and  complete 
representation  respecting  the  property  which  he  seeks  to  insure. 
Such  policies  are  therefore  vitiated  by  any  material  misrepre* 
sentations,  even  though  not  fraudulently  made  {k).  In  the  case 
of  life  assurances,  however,  it  is  not  an  implied  condition  of  the 
validity  of  the  policy  that  the  party  proposing  the  insurance 
should  make  a  true  and  complete  representation  respecting  the 
life  proposed  for  insurance.  If  there  be  no  express  warranty 
or  condition  on  the  part  of  the  insured,  a  policy  of  life  assurance 
is  not  vitiated  by  false  representations,  unless  there  be  fraud  (I), 
If  there  be  a  proviso  in  a  policy  of  assurance,  that  any  untrue 
statements  shall  avoid  the  policy,  the  policy  is  vitiated  by  any 
statement  false  in  fact,  whether  material  or  not  (m).  The  same 
principle  applies  to  the  purchase  of  government  annuities  on 
lives  in  which  the  information  required  by  the  Act  forms  the 
basis  of  the  grant  of  the  annuity,  and  accordingly  an  annuity 
applied  for  and  granted  under  a  misrepresentation,  though  un- 
intentional, in  the  information  required  as  to  the  age  of  a 
person,  was  set  aside  after  his  death  (n). 


Chap.  II. 


(i)  Behn  v.  Bumess,  3  R  &  S. 
755. 

(k)  Carter  v.  Boehm,  3  Burr.  1905 ; 
Moens  v.  Heyvxnih,  10  M.  &  W.  157, 
per  Lord  Wensleydale  ;  Anderson  v. 
Fitzgerald,  4  H.  L.  484 ;  SUlem  v. 
Tfu^mton,  3  B.  &  B.  868  ;  Stokes  v. 
Coz,  1  H.  &  N.  533  ;  Bannerman  v. 
miUey  10  C.  B.  N.  S.  860  ;  Imides 
V.  Pacific  Insurance  Co,,  L.  R.  6  Q. 
B.  674,  7  Q.  B.  520.  See  Re  Uni- 
versal d'  Fire  Insurance  Co,,  19  Eq. 


490. 

(0  Wheelton  v.  Hardisty,  8  E.  & 
B.  232,  infra. 

(m)  Anderson  v.  Fitzgerald,  4  H. 
L.  484  ;  Cazenove  v.  BritisJi  Equitable 
Assurance  Co.,  6  C.  B.  N.  S.  437  ; 
Macdonald  v.  Law  Union  &  Life 
Insurance  Co.,  L.  R.  9  Q.  B.  328 ; 
London  Assurance  Co.  v.  Manuel,  11 
Ch.  D,  367 ;  comp.  Perrins  v.  Marine, 
d:c.,  Insurance  Co.,  2  El.  &  El.  317. 

(«)  Atiy.-GmL  v.  Ray,  9  Ch.  397. 
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CSh&p.  11. 

Misrepresenta- 
tion must  be 
material  and  a 
determining 
gronnd  of  the 
transaction. 


In  order  that  a  misrepresentation  may  support  an  action,  it 
is  essential  that  it  should  be  material  in  its  nature  (o),  and 
should  be  a  determining  ground  of  the  transaction  (p).  The 
misrepresentation  must,  in  the  language  of  the  Boman  law,  be 
dolvs  dan8  locum  contractui  (q).  There  must  be  the  assertion 
of  a  fact  on  which  the  person  entering  into  the  transaction 
relied,  and  in  the  absence  of  which  it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that 
he  would  not  have  entered  into  it  at  all  (r),  or  at  least  not  on  the 
same  terms  (s).  Both  facts  must  concur ;  there  must  be  false 
and  material  representations,  and  the  party  seeking  relief 
should  have  acted  upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  such  representa- 
tions (t).  To  say  that  statements  are  false  is  one  thing ;  to  say 
that  a  man  was  deceived  by  them  to  enter  into  a  transaction  is 
another  thing  (u).  A  misrepresentation  to  be  material  must 
be  one  necessarily  influencing  and  inducing  the  transaction  (x), 
and  affecting  and  going  to  its  very  essence  and  substance  (y). 


(o)  Jennings  v.  Bnmghtony  6  D. 
M.  &  Q.  126.  See  Geddes  v.  Pen- 
nington, 5  Dow.  169. 

(p)  Merewether  v.  Shaw,  2  Cox, 
134 ;  De  Manneville  v.  Orompton,  1 
V.  &  B.  354  ;  Jarneson  v.  Stein,  21 
Beav.  9  ;  Rohson  v.  Ewrl  of  Devon,  4 
Jur.  N.  S.  245,  248  ;  GoldiaUt  v. 
Tovmsend,  28  Beav.  445  ;  Jennings  y, 
Broughton,  5  D.  M.  &  G.  136  ;  Denne 
V.  Light,  8  D.  M.  &  G.  774. 

(q)  Fraud  is  divided  by  the 
civilians  into  doliLS  dans  locum  coji- 
tractui  and  doliLs  incidens,  or  acci- 
dental fraud.  The  former  is  that 
which  has  been  the  cause  or  deter- 
mining motive  of  the  transaction  ; 
that,  in  other  words,  without  which 
the  party  defrauded  would  not  have 
contracted.  Incidental  or  accidental 
fraud  is  that  by  which  a  man,  other- 
wise intending  to  contract,  is  de- 
ceived as  to  some  accessory  or  acci- 
dent of  the  contract ;  for  example, 
as  to  the  quality  of  the  object  of 
sale  or  its  price.  The  determination 
of  the  question  as  to  the  character  of 


the  dolus  lesta  in  each  particular 
case  with  the  court  Accidental  or 
incidental  £i*aud  is  not  a  ground  for 
avoiding  a  transaction,  but  simply 
subjects  the  party  to  an  action  for 
damages,  Duranton,  voL  10,  liv.  3, 
8.  169  ;  TouU.  Dr.  Civ.,  liv.  3,  tit. 
3,  c.  2,  8.  5,  art.  90  ;  Bedarride,  sur 
Dol.  p.  45.  This  distinction  does 
not  obtain  in  the  common  law,  and 
is  not  admitted  in  equity. 

(r)  Flight  v.  Booth,  1  Bing.  N.  C. 
370  ;  Pulsford  v.  Richards,  17  Beav. 
87,  96 ;  Eaglesfield  v.  Lord  London- 
derry,  4  Ch.  D.  709. 

(s)  6  M.  &  W.  378,  per  Lord 
Abinger.  See  Small  v.  Attwood, 
You.  461. 

(0  Cargia  v.  Bower,  10  Ch.  D. 
517. 

(w)  Jennings  v.  Brovghton,  6  D. 
M.  &  G.  126. 

(ar)  Re  Reese  River  Silver  Mining 
Co. ;  Smith's  Case,  2  Ch.  611. 

(y)  Hallows  v.  Femie,  3  Eq.  536 ; 
3  Ch.  467. 


MISREPRESENTATION. 


3S 


Biisrepresentations  which  are  of  such  a  nature  9a,  if  true,  to 
add  suhstantially  to  the  value  of  property  (z),  or  are  calculated 
to  increase  substantially  its  apparent  value  (a),  are  material. 
A  misrepresentation  goes  for  nothing  unless  it  is  a  proximate 
and  immediate  cause  of  the  transaction  (6).  It  is  not  enough 
that  it  may  have  remotely  or  indirectly  contributed  to  the 
transaction  or  may  have  supplied  a  motive  to  the  other  party  to 
enter  into  it  The  representation  must  be  the  very  gi*ound 
on  which  the  transaction  has  taken  place.  The  transaction 
must  be  a  necessary  and  not  merely  an  indirect  result  of  the 
representation  (c).  It  is  not  however  necessary  that  the  repre- 
sentation should  have  been  the  sole  cause  of  the  transaction. 
It  is  enough  that  it  may  have  constituted  a  material  induce- 
ment If  any  one  of  several  statements,  all  in  their  nature 
more  or  less  capable  of  leading  the  party  to  whom  they  are 
addressed  to  adopt  a  particular  line  of  conduct^  be  untrue,  the 
whole  transaction  is  considered  as  having  been  fraudulently  ob- 
tained, for  it  is  impossible  to  say  that  the  untrue  statement  may 
not  have  been  precisely  that  which  turned  the  scale  in  the  mind 
of  the  party  to  whom  it  was  addressed  (d).  A  man  who  has 
made  a  false  representation  in  respect  of  a  material  matter 
must,  in  order  to  be  able  to  rely  on  the  defence  that  the  trans- 
action was  not  entered  into  on  the  faith  of  the  representation, 
be  able  to  prove  to  demonstration  that  it  was  not  relied  on  (e). 


Cb«p.  n. 


(z)  Price  v.  Moicaulay,  2  D.  M.  & 
G.  344  ;  Jennings  v.  BrovghUm,  6  D. 
M.  &  G.  126  ;  Torrance  v.  Bolton,  8 
Ch.  118. 

(a)  Small  v.  Attwood,  Ton.  461  ; 
Dimmock  v.  Hallett,  2  Ch.  27. 

(5)  Barry  v.  Crosdcey,  2  J.  &  H.  1  ; 
New  Brumwick,  dbc,  Railway  Co.  v. 
Conyheare,  9  H.  L.  711  ;  Barretts 
CaM,3  D.  J.  &  S.  30  ;  Peeky,  Gumey, 
6  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  412. 

(c)  Bumes  v.  Pennell,  2  H.  L.  497, 
631 ;  NicolTa  Case,  3  D.  &  J.  387, 
439  ;  Barry  v.  Grosskey,  2  J.  &  H.  1  ; 
New  Brunswick,  dec.  Railway  Co.  v. 
Canybeare,  9  H.  L.  711.     See  AtU 


wood  V.  SmaU,  6  CI.  &  Fin.  232, 447  ; 
Jameson  v.  Stein,  21  Beav.  5  ;  Rohson 
V.  Earl  of  Devon,  4  Jur.  N.  S.  246  ; 
WheelUm  v.  Hardisty,  8  E.  &  B. 
232  ;  Smith  v.  Kay,  7  H.  L.  750, 
776. 

{d)  Reyndl  v.  Sprye,  1  D.  M.  &  G. 
708  ;  Jennings  v.  BroughUm,  5  D. 
M.  &  G.  126 ;  Clarke  v.  Dickson,  6 
C.  B.  N.  S.  453  ;  Smith  v.  Kay,  7  H. 
L.  750,  775. 

(e)  Rawlings  v.  Wickham,  3  D.  & 
J.  304 ;  NicolCs  Case,\h.  387  ;  Smith 
V.  Kay,  7  H.  L.  750,  775  ;  Kisch  v. 
Central  Venezxtela  Railway  Co.,  3  D. 
J.  &  S.  122. 
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Chap.  II.  It  is  not  enough  for  him  to  say  that  there  were  other  represen- 
tations  by  which  the  transaction  may  have  been  induced  (/)  ; 
nor  can  he  be  heard  to  say  what  the  other  party  would  have 
done,  had  no  misrepresentation  been  made  (//). 

Words,  moreover,  it  must  be  remembered,  are  to  be  construed 
in  courts  of  justice  in  the  sense  in  which  the  person  using  them 
wished  and  believed  that  they  should  be  understood  by  the 
person  to  whom  they  were  addressed  (g),  and  representations 
must  be  construed  with  reference  to  the  circumstances  present 
to  the  minds  of  all  the  parties  when  they  were  made  (h). 

The  materiality  of  a  representation  depends  on  the  circum- 
stances.    The  following  cases  may  be  cited  as  examples  : — 

Upon  an  insurance  office  effecting  a  re-insurance  of  a  risk 
with  another  office,  the  representation  that>  they  retained  them- 
selves a  substantial  share  in  the  risk  was  held  to  be  material, 
and  the  non-disclosure  that  they  had  in  fact  got  rid  of  all  risk 
vitiated  the  re-insurance  (i).  "The  representation,"  said 
Knight-Bruce,  L.  J.  (J),  was  an  important  inducement  to  the 
company  to  accept  the  insurance  without  more  inquiry  than 
was  made,  and  they  were  entitled  to  assert  and  to  be  believed 
in  asserting,  that  they  would  not  have  acted  as  they  have  done 
if  they  had  known  the  real  facts."  So  also  a  representation 
respecting  a  person's  credit,  that  he  was  possessed  of  a  certain 
amount  of  capital,  without  stating  that  it  was  borrowed  capital 
and  not  his  own,  was  held  to  be  a  material  misrepresentation  to 
a  person  thereby  induced  to  trust  him  (k).  So  also  on  a  sale  of 
goods  for  ready  money,  if  the  purchaser  gives  a  cheque  which 
he  knows  he  has  no  funds  to  meet,  this  amounts  to  a  misrepre- 
sentation of  a  material  fact,  which  vitiates  the  sale,  and  entitles 
the  seller  to  rescind  the  contract  (1),  Where,  on  the  other  hand, 
upon  the  negotiation  for  a  loan  of  money,  the  lenders  repre- 

(/)  NicolVs  Com,  3  D.  &  J.  387,  Qi)  Dicconsm  v.  Talbot,  6  Ch.  40, 

439.  per  Mellish,  L.  J. 

(//)  Reynell  v.  Sprye,  1   D.  M.  &  (t)  Traill  v.  Baring,  4  D.  J.  &  S. 

G.  660  ;  Smith  v.  Kay,  7  H.  L.  750,  318. 

770 ;  Traill  v.  BariTig,  4  D.  J.  &  S.  ( j)  lb.  326. 

330.  (k)  GorbeU  v.  Brown,  8  Bing.  33. 

(g)  Pigott  v.  Stratum,  1  D.  F.  &  (0  Lou/jhnan  v.  Barry,  I.  R.  6  C. 

J.  50,  per  Lord  Campbell.  L.  457. 
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sented  that  it  was  lent  by  a  joint-stock  loan  company,  but  it  Chap.  IL 
was  in  fact  lent  by  themselves  only,  who  called  themselves  the 
company,  which  did  not  otherwise  exist,  the  misrepresentation 
was  heki  to  be  immaterial,  the  real  inducement  to  the  borrower 
being  the  advance  of  the  money  (m).  So  also  when  upon  nego- 
tiating the  sale  of  some  property  the  seller  represented  himself 
to  be  acting  as  agent  for  another,  when  in  fact  he  was  dealing 
on  his  own  behalf,  it  was  held  under  the  circumstances  to  be 
immaterial,  as  it  was  not  shown  to  have  induced  or  affected  the 
sale,  and  the  buyer  was  held  bound  to  specific  performance  (n). 
So  also  where  a  buyer,  in  negotiating  a  purchase,  alleged  falsely 
as  the  reason  for  the  limited  amount  of  his  offer  that  his 
partners  would  not  consent  to  his  giving  more,  it  was  held  to  be 
immaterial  to  the  validity  of  the  contract  (o). 

A  misrepresentation  to  be  of  any  avail  whatever  must  enure  Reliance  on  the 
to  the  date  of  the  transaction  in  question  ( p).  If  a  man  to 
whom  a  representation  has  been  made  knows  at  the  time  or 
discovers  before  entering  into  a  transaction  that  the  represen- 
tation is  false  (q),  or  resorts  to  other  means  of  knowledge  open 
to  him,  and  chooses  to  judge  for  himself  in  the  matter,  he 
cannot  avail  himself  of  the  fact  that  there  has  been  misrepre- 
sentation, or  say  that  he  has  acted  on  the  faith  of  the  represen- 
tation (r).  Where  accordingly  an  iron  company  had  sent  some 
of  their  directors  for  the  express  purpose  of  verifying  the  repre- 
sentations of  a  man  respecting  his  works,  who  expressed  their 
satisfaction  with  the  proofs  produced,  it  was  held  that  the  com- 
pany had,  by  choosing  to  judge  for  themselves  in  the  matter, 
precluded  themselves  from  being  able  to  say  that  they  had  been 
deceived  by  the  representations  of  the  vendor,  and  that  it  was 
their  own  fault  if  they  had  not  availed  themselves  of  all  the 


(m)  Green  v.  Gosden,  3  M.  &  G.  Fin.  650 ;   Lord  Brooke  v.   Round- 

446.  thncaite,  5  Ha.  298,  306  ;  Nelson  v. 

(»)  Fdlowes  V.  Gvjydyr,  1  R.  &  M.  Stocker,  4  D.  &  J.  466. 
83.  (r)  Lysney  v.  Selbij,  2  Lord  Ray- 

(o)  Vernon  v.  Keys,  12  East,  632.  mond,  1118,  1120  ;  Pike  v.  Vigers, 

{p)  Irvine  v.  Kirkpatrick,  7  Bell,  2  Dr.  &  WaL  261 ;  Clarke  v.  Mucin- 

Sc.  Ap.  186,  tosh,  4  Giff.  134.     See  Farebrolher  v. 

(q)  lb. ;  Vigers  v.  Pike,  8  CI.  &  Gibson,  1  D.  &  J.  602. 


38 


MISKEPRESENTATION. 


Chap.  II.  knowledge  or  means  of  knowledge  open  to  them  («).  So  also 
where  a  man  had  before  purchasing  shares  in  a  mine,  visited 
the  mine  and  examined  into  its  condition,  it  was  held  that  he 
had  not  relied  on  representations  made  to  him  by  the  vendor,  and 
was  not  entitled  to  avoid  the  contract  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  false,  the  alleged  misstatements  being  such  as  Jie  was  com- 
petent to  detect  {t).  "  Cases,'*  said  Lord  Langdale,  in  Clapham 
V.  ShiUeto  (u),  "  frequently  occur  in  which,  upon  entering  into 
contracts,  misrepresentations  made  by  one  party  have  not  been 
in  any  degree  relied  on  by  the  other.  If  the  party  to  whom 
the  representations  were  made  himself  resorted  to  the  proper 
means  of  verification  before  entering  into  the  contract,  it  may 
appear  that  he  relied  on  the  results  of  his  own  investigation 
and  inquiry  and  not  upon  the  representations  made  to  him  by 
the  other  party  {x) ;  or  if  the  means  of  investigation  and  verifi- 
cation be  at  hand,  and  the  attention  of  the  party  receiving  the 
representation  be  drawn  to  them,  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
may  be  such  as  to  make  it  incumbent  on  a  court  of  justice  to 
impute  to  him  a  knowledge  of  the  result,  which,  upon  due 
inquiry,  he  ought  to  have  obtained,  and  thus  the  notion  of 
reliance  on  the  representation  made  to  him  may  be  excluded  (y). 
Again,  when  we  are  endeavouring  to  ascertain  what  reliance  has 
been  placed  on  representations,  we  must  consider  them  with 
reference  to  the  subject  matter  and  the  relative  knowledge  of 
the  parties.  If  the  subject  is  capable  of  being  accurately  known, 
and  one  party  is^  or  is  supposed  to  be,  possessed  of  accurate 


(«)  Attumd  V.  SmaUy  6  CI.  &  Fin. 
232.  See  Redgrave  v.  Hard,  20  Ch. 
D.  16. 

(t)  Jennings  v.  Broughton,  17 
Beav.  234,  5  D.  M.  &  G.  126.  See 
Lowndes  v.  Lane,  2  Cox,  363  ;  Vigers 
Y.  Pike,  8  CI  &  Fin.  562,  660 ;  Robson 
V.  Lord  Devon,  4  Jur.  N.  S.  245 
Hayv)ood  v.  Cope,  25  Beav.  148 
Nelson  v.  Stocker,  4  D.  &  J.  465 
New  Brunswick,  dhc,  Railway  Go.  v. 
Conyheare,  9  H.  L.  711,  730. 

(u)  7  Beav.  149. 

(x)  See  Loiondes  v.  Lane,  2  Cox, 


363  ;  Pickering  v.  Doipson,  4  Taunt. 
779  ;  Attwood  v.  SmaU,  6  Q.  &  Fin. 
232 ;  Jennings  v.  Broughton,  17 
Beav.  234,  5  D.  M.  &  G.  126  ;  Hay- 
wood v.  Cope,  25  Beav.  140. 

(y)  See  Lowndes  v.  Lane,  2  Cox, 
363  ;  Jennings  v.  Broughton,  17  Beav. 
234,  5  D.  M.  &  G.  126  ;  Farebrother 
V.  Gibson,  1  D.  &  J.  602  ;  Clarke  v. 
Macintosh,  4  GiflF.  143  ;  New  Bruns- 
wick, d:c.,  Railway  Co.  v.  Conyheare, 
9  H,  L.  711 ;  Hallows  v.  Fernie,  3 
Ch.  472. 
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knowledge,  and  the  other  is  entirely  ignorant  or  has  not  equal 
means  of  knowledge,  and  a  contract  is  entered  into  after  repre- 
sentations made  by  the  party  who  knows  or  is  supposed  to 
know,  without  any  means  of  verification  beiug  resorted  to  by  the 
other,  it  may  well  enough  be  presumed  that  the  ignorant  man 
relied  on  the  statements  made  to  him  by  him  who  was  supposed 
to  be  better  informed  (z) ;  but  if  the  subject  is  in  its  nature 
uncertain,  if  all  that  is  known  is  matter  of  inference  from  some- 
thing else,  and  if  the  parties  making  aud  receiving  represents^ 
tions  on  the  subject  have  equal  knowledge  and  means  of 
acquiring  knowledge,  it  is  not  easy  to  presume  that  the  repre- 
sentations made  by  the  one  would  have  much  or  any  influence 
on  the  other  **  (a). 

The  allegation  of  misrepresentation  may  be  effectually  met 
by  proof  that  the  party  complaining  was  well  aware  and  cogni- 
zant of  the  real  facts  of  the  case  (6) ;  but  the  proof  of  know- 
ledge must  be  clear  and  conclusive.  Misrepresentation  is  not 
to  be  got  rid  of  by  constructive  notice  (c).  A  man  who  by 
misrepresentation  or  concealment  has  misled  another  cannot 
be  heard  to  say  that  he  might  have  known  the  tinith  by  proper 
inquiry,  but  must,  in  order  to  be  able  to  rely  on  the  defence 
that  he  knew  the  representation  to  be  untrue,  be  able  to 
establish  the  fact  upon  incontestible  evidence  and  beyond  the 
possibility  of  a  doubt  (d).    "  If  a  person,"  said  Jessel,  M.R.,  in 


OhAp.  II. 


(z)  See  Lymey  v.  Selby^  2  Lord 
Raym.  1118—1120;  Lowndes  v. 
Lane,  2  Cox,  363 ;  Edwards  v. 
APCUay,  2  Sw.  289  ;  Vernon  v.  Keys, 
12  East,  637,  4  Taunt  488  ;  MaHin 
v.  Cotter,  3  J.  &  L.  606  ;  Reynell  v. 
Sprye,  I  D.  M.  &  G.  660 ;  Price  v. 
Macaulay,  2  D.  M.  &  Q.  339 ; 
Bawlings  v.  Wickham,  3  D.  &  J.  304  ; 
Hiffgins  v.  Samels,  2  J.  &  H.  460. 

(a)  See  Lowndes  v.  Lane,  2  Cox, 
363  ;  Harris  v.  Kemble,  1  Sim.  Ill, 
6  Bligh,  730  ;  Attwood  v.  Smally  6 
CI.  &  Fin.  232  ;  Knight  v.  Marjori- 
hanks,  2  H.  &  Tw.  316  ;  Jennings  v. 
Broughtm,  17  Beav.  234,  5  D.  M.  & 


G.  126  ;  Haywood  v.  Cope,  25  Beav. 
140;  Clarke  v.  Macintosh,  4  Giff. 
143  ;  National  Exchange  Co,  v.  Drew, 
23  Dec.  of  Ct.  of  Session,  2nd  series, 
p.  1. 

(h)  See  EaglesfiM  v.  Lord  London' 
derry,  4  Ch.  D.  709. 

(c)  Jones  V.  Rimmer,  14  Ch.  D, 
590,  per  Jessel,  M.  R. 

(d)  Dyer  v.  Hargrave,  10  Ves.  505 ; 
Harris  v.  KembU,  5  Bligh,  730 ; 
Vigers  v.  Pike,  8  CI.  &  Fin.  562, 650 ; 
Wilson  V.  Short,  6  Ha.  366,  375  ; 
Shackleton  v.  Sutcliffe,  1  Deg.  &  S. 
609;  Martin  v.  Cotter,  3  J.  &  L. 
496,  506 ;  Reynell  v.  Sprye,  8  Ha. 
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Chap.  IT.  Redgrave  v.  Hurd  (e),  "  makes  a  material  representation  to 
another  to  induce  him  to  enter  into  a  contract,  and  the  other 
enters  into  that  contract,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  say  that  the 
party  to  whom  the  representation  was  made  does  not  prove 
that  he  entered  into  the  contract,  relying  upon  the  representa- 
tion. If  it  is  a  material  representation  calculated  to  induce 
him  to  enter  into  the  contract,  it  is  an  inference  of  law  that  he 
was  induced  by  the  representation  to  enter  into  it;  and  in 
order  to  take  away  his  title  to  be  relieved  from  the  contract 
on  the  ground  that  the  representation  was  untrue,  it  must  be 
shown  either  that  he  had  knowledge  of  the  facts  contrary  to 
the  representation,  or  that  he  stated  in  terms  or  showed  clearly 
by  his  conduct  that  he  did  not  rely  on  the  representation." 

If  the  subject  matter  is  not  property  in  this  country,  where 
probably  independent  inquiry  would  be  made  and  inspection 
might  take  place,  but  property  at  such  a  distance  that  any 
person  purchasing  it  is  obliged  to  rely  on  the  statement  made 
with  respect  to  it,  the  argument  is  the  stronger  that  reliance 
has  been  placed  on  the  representations  (/).  If  a  definite  or 
particular  statement  be  made  as  to  the  contents  of  property, 
and  the  statement  be  untrue,  it  is  not  enough  that  the  party  to 
whom  the  representation  was  made  may  have  been  acquainted 
with  the  property.  A  very  intimate  knowledge  with  the  pre- 
mises will  not  necessarily  imply  knowledge  of  their  exact 
contents,  while  the  particularity  of  the  statement  will  naturally 
convey  the  notion  of  exact  admeasurement  (g).  The  fact  that 
he  had  the  means  of  knowing  or  of  obtaining  information  of 
the  truth  which  he  did  not  use  is  not  sufficient  (h).  It  is  not 
indeed  enough  that  he  may  have  been  wanting  in  caution.  A 
man  who  has  made  false  representations,  by  which  he  has  in- 


257  ;  Price  v.  Macaulay,  2  D.  M.  & 
Q.  339  ;  Kisch  v.  Central  Veneziisla 
Railvxiy  Co.,  3  D.  J.  &  S.  122  ;  Cm- 
tral  Railway  of  Venezuela  Co,  v. 
Kisch,  2  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca,  114  ; 
Lawrences  Ca^e,  2  Ch.  422.  See 
NeUm  v.  Stocker,  4  D.  &  J.  465. 

(e)  20  Ch.  D.  21. 

(/)  SmitWs  Case;  Re  Reese  River 


Silver  Mining  Co.,  2  Ch.  614. 

(g)  Hill  v.  Buckley,  17  Ves.  394. 
See  King  v.  WHson,  6  Beav.  124. 

(h)  Lysney  v.  Selby,  2  Lord  Raym. 
1118,  1120  ;  DobeU  v.  Stevens,  3  B.  & 
C.  623  ;  Rawlins  v.  Wickkam,  3  D. 
&  J.  319  ;  Aberaman  Iron  Works  v. 
Wick^ns,  4  Ch.  101. 
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duced  another  to  enter  into  a  transaction,  cannot  turn  round  on 
the  person  whom  he  has  defrauded  and  say  that  he  ought  to 
have  been  more  prudent  and  ought  not  to  have  concluded  the 
representations  to  be  true  in  the  sense  which  the  language  used 
naturally  and  fairly  imports  (i).  Nor  is  it  enough  that  there 
may  be  circumstances  in  the  case  which,  in  the  absence  of  the 
representation,  might  have  been  sufficient  to  put  him  on  in- 
quiry. The  doctrine  of  notice  has  no  a|^lication  where  a 
distinct  representation  has  been  made.  A  man  to  whom  a 
particular  and  distinct  representation  has  been  made  is  entitled 
to  rely  on  the  representation  and  need  not  make  any  further 
inquiry,  although  there  are  circumstances  in  the  case  from 
which  an  inference  inconsistent  with  the  representation  might 
be  drawn  (fc).  He  is  not  bound  to  inquire  unless  something  has 
happened  to  excite  suspicion  (I),  or  unless  there  is  something 
in  the  case  or  in  the  terms  of  the  representation  to  put  him 
on  inquiry  (m).  The  party  who  has  made  the  representation 
cannot  be  allowed  to  say  that  he  told  him  where  further  in- 
formation was  to  be  got,  or  recommended  him  to  take  advice, 
and  even  put  into  his  hands  the  means  of  discovering  the  truth. 
However  negligent  the  party  may  have  been  to  whom  the  in- 
correct statement  has  been  made,  yet  that  is  a  matter  affording 
no  ground  of  defence  to  the  other.  No  man  can  complain  that 
another  has  relied  too  implicitly  on  the  truth  of  what  he  him- 
self stated  (ti).     If  a  vendor  has  stated  in  his  proposals  the 


Chap.  II. 


{{)  New  Brunsuncky  ttc,  Railway 
Co.  v.  Muggeridge,  1  Dr.  &  Sm.  382  ; 
Langham  v.  East  Wheal,  dhc,  Miniiig 
Co.,  37  L.  J.  Ch.  254. 

(A:)  Grant  v.  Munt,  Coop.    173  ; 
Van  V.  Garpe,  3  M.  &  K.  269  ;  Flight 
V.  Barton,  ib.  282  ;  Dobell  v.  Stevens, 
3  R  &  C.  623  ;  Pope  v.  Garland,  4 
Y.  &  C.  394  ;  JViUon  v.  Short,  6  Ha 
366,  377  ;  Drysdale  v.  Mace,  2  Sm 
&  G.  225,  230,  5  D.  M.  &  Q.  103 
Cox   V.   Middkton,  2    Drew.   209 
Grosvenor  v.  Green,  5  Jar.  N.  S.  117 
Eawlins  v.  Wickham,  3  D.  &  J.  318  ; 
Kisch  V.  Central  Venezuela  Railway 
Co,,  3D.  J.  &  S.  122 ;  Redgrave  v. 


Hurd,  20  Ch.  D.  21. 

(Z)  Rawlins  v.  Wickham,  3  D.  & 
J.  304.  See  Farebrother  v.  Gibson,  1 
D.  &  J.  602. 

(m)  Kent  v.  Freehold  Land  and 
Brickmaking  Co.,  4  Eq.  598. 

(n)  Reynell  v.  Sprye,  1  D.  M.  & 
G.'660,  710;  Rawlins  v.  Wickham, 
3  D.  &  J.  318  ;  Smith  v.  Reese  River 
Silver  Mining  Co.,  2  Eq.  264  ;  CoWy 
v.  Gadsden,  15  W.  R.  1185  ;  Lang- 
ham  v.  East  Wheal,  dec,  Mining  Co., 
37  L.  J.  Ch.  254  ;  Redgrave  v.  Hurd, 
20  Ch.  D.  21.  See  Harris  v.  KemhUy 
5  Bligh,  730. 
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Ohap.  IL  value  of  the  property,  he  cannot,  except  under  special  circum- 
stances, complain  that  the  purchaser  has  taken  the  value  of  the 
property  to  be  such  as  he  represented  it  to  be  (o).  The  effect 
of  what  would  be  otherwise  notice  may  be  destroyed  not  only 
by  actual  misrepresentation  but  by  anything  calculated  to 
deceive  or  even  to  lull  suspicion  upon  a  particular  point  (p).  A 
vendor  of  property  on  lease,  for  instance,  is  not  justified  in 
parading  upon  his  paiticulars  of  sale  the  existence  of  covenants 
beneficial  to  the  estate  which  he  knows  or  has  good  reason  to 
believe  cannot  be  enforced  (q). 

The  maxim  caveat  emptor  does  not  apply  where  there  is  a 
positive  misrepresentation,  essentially  material  to  the  subject  in 
question,  provided  proper  diligence  be  used  by  the  purchaser  in 
the  coui*se  of  the  transaction  (r).  The  rule  at  least  of  caveat 
emptor,  where  there  is  misrepresentation,  if  applicable  at  all, 
must  be  applied  with  great  caution  (s).  Nor  will  a  condition  in 
particulars  of  sale  that  misdescriptions  or  errors  in  particulars 
of  sale  shall  not  annul  the  sale  cover  a  fraudulent  misrepresen- 
tation (t), 

A  misrepresentation,  to  be  material,  should  be  in  respect  of 
an  ascertainable  fact,  as  distinguished  from  a  mere  matter  of 
definite  fact,  and  opinion  (u).     A  representation    which   merely  amounts    to   a 

statement  of  opinion,  judgment,  probability  or  expectation,  or 
is  vague  and  indefinite  in  its  nature  and  terms,  or  is  merely 
a  loose,  conjectural,  or  exaggerated  statement,  goes  for  nothing, 
though  it  may  not  be  true,  for  a  man  is  not  justified  in  placing 


Misrepresenta- 
tion must  be  in 
respect  of  a 


statement  of 
opinion. 


(o)  Perfect  v.  Lane,  3  D.  F.  &  J. 
369. 

{p)  Dykes  v.  Blake,  4  Bing.  N.  C. 
463  ;  BartleU  v.  Salmon,  6  D.  M.  & 
Q.  41  ;  Darlington  v.  Hamilton, 
Kay,  550  ;  Smith  v.  Harrison,  26  L. 
J.  Ch.  412  ;  Sheard  v.  Venablee,  36 
L.  J.  Ch.  922  ;  Dart,  V.  &  P.  96. 

(q)  Flint  v.  Woodin,  9  Ha.  618. 

(r)  Lowndes  v.  Latie,  2  Cox,  363  ; 
Rohson  V.  Earl  of  Devon,  4  Jur.  N.  S. 
245. 

(«)  Colby  v.  Gadsden,  15  W.  R. 
1185. 


(0  Dvke  of  Norfolk  v.  Worthy,  1 
Camp.  337  ;  Fenton  v.  Brown,  14 
Ves.  144 ;  Stexoart  v.  Alliston,  1  Mer. 
26  ;  Trotoer  v.  Newcome,  3  Mer.  704  ; 
Shackleton  v.  Sutcliffe,  1  Deg.  &  S. 
609  ;  Leslie  v.  Tompaon,  9  Ha.  273. 
See  Edwards  v.  Wichwar,  1  £q.  68. 

(u)  Lysney  v.  Selhy,  2  Lord  Raym. 
1 1 18  ;  Brunton  v.  Lister,  3  Atk.  386  ; 
Vernon  v.  Keys,  12  East,  632,  4 
Taunt.  448  ;  Jennings  v.  Broughton, 
5  D.  M.  &  Q.  134  ;  Higgins  v.  Samels, 
2  J.  &  H.  464 ;  Leyland  v.  Illing- 
worth,  2  D.  F.  &  J.  248. 
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reliance  on  it  (a;).  An  indefinite  representation  ought  to  put 
the  person  to  whom  it  is  mad^e  upon  inquiry  (y).  If  he  chooses 
to  put  faith  in  such  a  statement,  and  abstains  from  inquiry,  he 
has  no  ground  of  complaint  (z).  Mere  exaggeration  is  a  totally 
different  thing  from  misrepresentation  of  a  precise  or  definite 
fact  (a).  Such  statements,  for  instance,  as  assertions  as  to  the 
▼alue  of  property  (6),  or  representations  by  the  agent  of  the 
vendor  of  land  that  the  title  is  good  (c),  or  mere  general  terms 
of  commendation  (d),  or  mere  flourishing  or  exaggerated  state- 
ments as  to  the  profits  and  prospects  of  a  company  (e),  or  as  to 
the  efficiency  and  utility  of  an  invention  (/),  or  as  to  the  value 
of  securities  (g),  or  as  to  the  situation  of  property  (h),  or  mere 
loose,  conjectural,  or  exaggerated  assertions  with  respect  to  a 
subject  matter,  which  is  a  matter  of  speculation,  or  is  essen- 
tially of  an  uncertain  nature  (i),  or  mere  conjectural  esti- 
mates (k),  are  only  expressions  of  opinion  or  judgment,  as  to 
which  honest  men  may  well  differ  materially.  Mere  general 
assertions  of  a  vendor  of  property  as  to  its  value,  or  the  price  he 
has  been  offered  for  it,  or  in  regard  to  its  condition,  qualities, 


Ch«p.  II. 


(x)  Haycraft  v.  Creasy,  2  East, 
92  ;  Drysdale  v.  Mace,  5  D.  M.  &  G. 
107 ;  Kisch  v.  Central  Venezuela 
BqUway  Co,,  3  D.  J.  &  S.  122 ;  DenUm 
y.  Macniel,  2  £q.  352  ;  Dimmock  v. 
HaUeU,2Ch.  27 ;  AndersonY.  Pacific 
Ineurance  Co.,  L.  R  7  C.  P.  65. 

(y)  Lord  Brooke  v.  Boundthwaite, 
5  Ha.  304  ;  IXmmock  v.  HaZleU,  2 
Ch.  27. 

(z)Ib. 

(a)  Higgins  v.  Samels,  2  J.  &  H. 
464 ;  Boss  v.  Estates  Investment  Co., 
3  £q.  136,  3  Ch.  682. 

(6)  Harvey  y.  Young,  Yelv.  20  ; 
Baily  v.  Merrell,  3  Bulat  94,  Cro. 
Jac.  386  ;  Jendwine  v.  Slade,  2  Esp. 
572 ;  Ingram  v.  Thorp,  7  Ha.  74  ; 
EUis  y.  AndrevDs,  15  Amer.  R.  379. 

(c)  Hume  v.  Pocodc,  1  Ch.  385. 

{d)  Fenton  v.  Brovm,  14  Vee.  144  ; 
Troioer  v.  Newcome,  3  Mcr.  704 ; 
Scott  y.  Hatisofi,  1  B.  &  M.  129  ; 


WTiiU  y.  Cuddon,  8  CL  &  Fin.  766  ; 
Dimmock  y.  HaUett,  2  Ch.  26.  See 
Jennings  v.  Broughton,  5  D.  M.  &  Q. 
126 ;  Johnson  y.  ^mart,  2  Qiff.  151 ; 
Hay%Dood  v.  Cofe,  25  Beay.  140 ; 
Higgins  y.  Sample,  2  J.  &  H.  460. 

{e)  New  Brunswick,  dec,  BaUxoay 
Co,  V.  Conybeare,  9  H.  L.  711  ;  Kisch 
y.  Central  Venezuela  Bailvxiy  Co,,  3 
D.  J.  &  S.  122  ;  Jackson  v.  Tur- 
guand,  4  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  309. 

(/)  Neidefer  v.  Chastain,  36  Amer. 
R.  198. 

(g)  National  Exchange  Co,  v.  Drew, 
23  Dec.  of  Ct.  of  Session,  2nd  series, 
p.  1. 

Qi)  Colby  y.  Gadsden,  34  Beay. 
416. 

(t)  Jennings  y.  Broughton,  5  D.  M. 
&  Q.  136  ;  Stephens  v.  Vendbles,  31 
Beav.  124. 

(k)  Irvine  v.  Kirkpatrick,  7  Bell, 
Sc.  Ap.  Ca.  186. 
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Chap.  n.  and  characteristics ;  as,  for  instance,  that  land  is  fertile  and  im- 
provable,  or  that  soil  is  adapted  for  a  particular  mode  of  culture, 
or  is  well  watered,  or  is  capable  of  producing  crops,  or  support- 
ing cattle,  or  that  a  house  is  a  desirable  residence,  &c.,  are 
assumed  to  be  so  commonly  made  by  persons  having  property 
for  sale,  that  a  purchaser  cannot  safely  place  confidence  in 
them.  Affirmations  of  the  sort  are  always  understood  as  afford- 
ing to  a  purchaser  no  ground  for  neglecting  to  examine  for 
himself,  and  ascertain  the  real  condition  of  the  property.  They 
are,  strictly  speaking,  gratia  dicta.  A  man  who  relies  on  such 
affirmations,  made  by  a  person  whose  interest  might  so  readily 
prompt  him  to  invest  the  property  with  exaggerated  value, 
does  so  at  his  peril,  and  must  take  the  consequences  of  his  own 
imprudence;  emptor  emit  qvAxm  minimo  potest;  venditor 
vendit  quam  maximo  potest  (l).  Although  such  affirmations 
may  be  erroneous  or  false,  they  will  not,  except  in  extreme 
cases,  be  regarded  as  evidence  of  a  fraudulent  intent  (m),  A 
statement  of  value  may,  however,  be  so  plainly  false,  as  to  make 
it  impossible  for  the  party  to  have  believed  what  he  stated  (n). 
So,  also,  statements  with  respect  to  the  quality  or  condition  of 
land,  will,  if  en'oneous  or  false,  amount  in  extreme  cases  to  a 
misrepresentation  in  law(o).  So,  also,  a  statement  in  the 
prospectus  of  a  company,  that  the  promoters  of  the  company 
had  taken  "  a  large  portion  "  of  the  shares,  though  vague  in 
its  nature,  will  amount,  in  extreme  cases,  to  a  misrepresenta- 
tion (jp). 


(I)  1  RolL  Ab.  101,  pi.  16 ; 
Leakins  v.  Clusell,  1  Sid.  146,  1 
Lev.  102  ;  Harvey  v.  Young^  Yelv. 
20 ;  Trower  v.  Newcome,  3  Mer. 
704;  Scott  v.  Hanson^  1  R.  &  M. 
129  ;  Parker  v.  Moulton,  19  Amer. 
R.  315 ;  MooTiey  v.  MilUr,  6  Browne 
(Amer.),  218  ;  Poland,  v.  BrovmeU, 
17  Lathr.  (Amer.),  138.  The  Roman 
law  concerning  the  effect  of  puffing 
one's  wares  was  thus  stated :  £a 
qusB  comniendaudi  causa  in  vendi- 
tiouibus  dicuntur,  si  palam  appa- 


reant,  venditorem  non  obligant, 
veluti  si  dicat  servum  speciosimi, 
domum  bene  aedificatam.  Dig.  lib. 
18  tit.  l,r.  43. 

(m)  Dimmock  v.  Hallett,  2  Ch. 
26  ;  Kenner  v.  Harding,  28  Amer. 
R.  617. 

(n)  Jf^all  V.  StMs,  1  Madd.  80 ; 
Ingram  v.  Thorpy  7  Ha.  74. 

(a)  Dimmock  v.  Hallett,  2  Ch. 
26. 

(p)  Henderson  v.  Lacon,  5  Eq. 
257. 
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An  assertion  that  a  third  person  has  offered  a  specified  sura      ^*P-  ^^' 
for  the  property,  though  false,  is,  like  mere  statements  of  value, 
an  assertion  of  so  vague  and  loose  a  character,  that  a  purchaser 
is  not  justified  in  relying  on  it  (q). 

The  difference  between  a  false  averment  in  matter  of  fact, 
and  a  like  falsehood  in  matter  of  judgment,  opinion,  and 
estimate,  is  well  illustrated  by  familiar  cases  in  the  books.  If 
the  owner  of  an  estate  affirm  that  it  will  let  or  sell  for  a  given 
sum,  when,  in  fact,  such  sum  cannot  be  obtained  for  it,  it  is,  in 
its  own  nature,  a  matter  of  judgment,  and  so  the  parties  must 
have  considered  it  (r).  But  if  an  owner  falsely  affirm  that  an 
estate  is  let  for  a  certain  sum,  when  it  is,  in  feu^t,  let  for  a  smaller 
sum,  or  that  the  profits  of  a  business  are  more  than,  in  fact, 
they  are,  and  thereby  induces  a  purchaser  to  give  a  higher 
price  for  the  property,  it  is  fraud,  because  the  matter  lies  within 
the  private  knowledge  of  the  owner  (s).  If,  again,  the  owner  of 
land  represent  that  it  is  well  watered,  the  statement  wiU  not, 
although  erroneous  or  false,  amount  in  law  to  a  misrepresenta- 
tion, except  in  extreme  cases  (t)  ;  but  if  he  represent  that  land 
is  situated  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  whereas  it  is  some  miles  off 
from  the  river,  there  is  misrepresentation,  for  the  false  repre- 
sentation is  in  respect  of  a  precise  and  definite  fact  (u).  So, 
also,  is  there  misrepresentation  of  a  fact,  if  the  representation 
be  calculated  to  lead  the  person  to  whom  it  is  made  to  believe 
that  there  is  a  natural  supply  of  water  on  the  property,  whereas 
the  fact  is  that  the  property,  though  well  supplied  with  water, 
derives  its  supply  artificially  from  the  waterworks  of  a  town,  and 
by  payment  of  rates  (re). 


(s)  Sug.  V.  &  P.  3,  1  Roll.  Ab.  Hutchinson  v.  Marley,  7  Scott,  341  ; 

101,  pL  16.  Dimmock  v.  Hallett,  2  Ch.  28. 

(r)  Harvey  v.  Young,  Yelv.  20,  1  (t)  ScoU  v.  Hanson,  1  R.  &  M. 

RolL  Ab.  801,  pi.  16;  Leakins  v.  129;    Trower  v.  Newcome,  3  Mer. 

aisseU,  1  Sid.  146 ;  Pasley  v.  Free-  704. 

man,  3  T.  R.  51  ;  comp.  Dimmock  v.  (u)  Van  Epps  v.  Harrison,  5  Hill 

HaUeU,  2  Ch.  28.  (Amer.),  67. 

(«)  Ekvns  v.  Tresham,  1  Lev.  102  ;  {x)  Leyland  v.  Illingworth,  2  D.  F. 

Lysney  v.  Selby,  2  Lord  Raym.  1118  ;  &  J.  253. 
DobeU  V.   Stevens,  3  B.  &  C.  623  ; 
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Chap.  II. 


Exaggeration  as 
distinguished 
from  misrepre- 
sentation. 


Disparagement 
of  property  by 
a  purchaser. 


The  representatioD  of  an  actual  state  of  things  as  existing,  is 
equivalent  to  the  misrepresentation  of  a  fact  {y). 

In  Vernon  v.  Keys  {z)^  the  true  rule  was  stated  to  be  that  the 
seller  was  liable  to  an  action  of  deceit,  if  he  fraudulently  mis- 
represent the  quality  of  the  thing  sold  in  some  particulars  which 
the  buyer  has  not  equal  means  of  knowledge  with  himself;  or 
if  he  do  so  in  such  a  manner  as  to  induce  the  buyer  to  forbear 
making  the  enquiries  which,  for  his  own  security  and  advantage, 
he  would  otherwise  have  made. 

The  rule  in  regard  to  representations  of  value  applies  to  mere 
representation  or  expressions  of  opinion  respecting  the  solvency 
of  third  persons.  A  party  has  no  right  to  rely  on  them  (a). 
The  rule  that  exaggeration,  as  distinguished  from  misrepre- 
sentation, goes  for  nothing,  applies  with  peculiar  force  to  the 
case  of  statements  in  the  prospectuses  of  companies.  The  pro- 
moters of  adventures  are  so  prone  to  form  sanguine  expectations 
as  to  the  prospects  of  the  schemes  which  they  introduce  to  the 
public,  that  some  high  colouring  and  some  exaggeration  in  the 
description  of  the  advantages  which  are  likely  to  be  enjoyed  by 
the  subscribers  to  the  undertaking,  may  generally  be  expected 
in  such  documents.  No  prudent  man  can,  owing  to  the  well- 
known  prevalence  of  exaggeration  in  such  documents,  accept 
the  prospects  which  are  held  out  by  the  originators  of  every  new 
scheme,  without  considerable  abatement.  But  though  the  repre- 
sentations in  the  prospectus  of  a  company  ought  not,  perhaps,  to 
be  tried  by  as  strict  a  test  as  is  applied  in  other  cases,  they  are 
required  to  be  fair,  honest,  and  bond  fide.  There  must  be  no 
misstatement  of  any  material  facts  or  circumstances  {aa). 

As,  on  the  one  hand,  mere  assertions  of  value  by  the  vendor 
of  propeiiiy  are  not  fraudulent  in  law,  though  erroneous  or 
false;  so,  on  the  other  hand,  a  disparagement  of  property 
by  a  purchaser  is  not  a  fraud  (6).  Nor  is  a  buyer  liable 
for  misrepresenting  a  seller  s   chance   of  sale   or  probability 


{y)  PigoU  v.  Stratton,  John.  359, 
1  D.  F.  &  J.  49. 

{z)  12  East,  632. 

(a)  Homer  v.  Perkins,  26  Amer. 
R679. 

(aa)  Kisch  v.  Central  Railway  Co. 


of  Venezudoy  3  D.  J.  &  S.  122; 
Denton  v.  Ma^neUy  2  Eq.  352  ;  Cen- 
tral RaUicay  Co,  of  Venezuela  v. 
Kischy  2  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  113; 
Hallows  V.  Fernie,  3  Ch.  467. 
(6)  Tate  v.  JVilliamson,  2  Ch.  65. 
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of  his  getting  a  better  price.  It  is  a  false  representation  in  a  ^^p-  H- 
matter  merely  gratis  dictwm  by  the  bidder,  in  respect  of  which 
he  is  under  no  legal  duty  to  the  seller  for  the  correctness  of  his 
statement,  and  upon  which  the  seller  would  be  incautious  to 
rely  (c).  So,  also,  is  a  representation  by  a  purchaser  to  a  seller, 
that  his  partners  would  not  consent  to  his  giving  more  than  a 
certain  sum,  though  false,  merely  a  gratia  aictv/ni  {d). 

But  though  the  value  of  property  is  generally  a  matter  of  Vendor  mmy  put 
opinion,  a  vendor  may  put  upon  a  purchaser  the  responsibility  the  responsi- 
of  informing  him  correctly  as  to  the  market  value,  or  any  other  \^  him  a*  to™" 
fact  known  to  him,  affecting  the  value  of  property,  and  if  the  ^^"^^ 
purchaser  answers  untruly  there  is  fraud.     He  is  not  bound  to 
answer  in  such  cases,  but  if  he  does  he  is  bound  to  speak  the 
truth  (6).     In  a  case  accordingly,  where  the  seller  was  ignorant 
of  the  value  of  the  property  and  the  purchaser  knew  that  she 
knew  nothing  about  it,  and  the  seller  asked  the  purchaser  the 
value  of  the  property  and  relied  upon  his  statement,  which  was 
greatly  below  the  value,  the  sale  was  set  aside  (/).     "  This," 
said  Wickens,  V.-C.  (gr),"  was  not  a  mere  purchaser's  assessment, 
but  a  deliberate  statement  made  to  her  by  a  person  having  full 
knowledge,  which  statement  was  asked  by  her  for  her  guidance 
and  waj3  acted  on  by  her  in  reliance  on  its  good  faith  and 
accuracy.** 

There  may  be  cases  in  which  a  purchaser  may  rely  on  the 
representations  of  the  vendor.  When,  for  instance,  from  a  long 
course  of  dealing,  the  party  making  the  representation  knows 
that  the  other  has  become  accustomed  to  act  upon  his  repre- 
sentations, he  may  not  presume  upon  such  confidence  to  impose 
a  falsehood.  So  also  where  peculiar  means  of  knowledge  are 
possessed  by  the  vendor  and  are  not  open  to  the  purchaser,  as 
where  a  dealer  in  precious  stones  trades  with  one  inexperienced 
and  ignorant  of  the  value  of  such  articles.  Acquaintance  with 
such  values  or  the  tests  of  quality  is  not  acquired  at  once  or  by 
the  mere  asking ;  it  requires  training  and  time.     So,  if  a  dealer 

(c)  Vernon  v.  Keys,  12  East,  637.  v.  Chapman^  28  Amer.  R.  8. 

(d)  lb.  (/)  Haygarth  v.  Wearing,  12  Eq. 

(e)  Smith  v.  C<mntryman,  3  Tiff.  320. 
(Amer.),  683,  i«fr  Miller,  J. ;  AtvH>od  {g)  lb.  328. 
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Chap.  11. 


Representationa 
as  to  price  and 
moneys  spent 
upon  land. 


False  represen- 
tation as  to 
intention. 


knows  that  a  person  is  confined  to  his  room  by  injury  or  disease 
and  compelled  to  depend  on  the  information  brought  to  him, 
and,  indeed,  generally,  when  the  parties  cannot  by  reasonable 
care  and  diligence  place  themselves  upon  equal  terms,  the  law 
casts  a  higher  obligation  to  reveal  the  truth  (h).  But  if  a 
vendor,  being  asked  the  market  price  of  an  article  in  common 
use,  makes  a  false  representation,  and  the  vendee  chooses  to 
accept  the  statement  so  made,  and  to  act  upon  it  instead  of 
making  enquiry  as  to  the  market  price,  he  cannot  repudiate  his 
contract  on  the  ground  of  the  falsity  of  the  statement  (t). 

The  representations  of  a  vendor  of  real  estate  to  the  vendee 
as  to  the  price  which  he  has  paid  for  it  are,  in  respect  of  the 
reliance  to  be  placed  on  them,  to  be  regarded  generally  in  the 
same  light  as  representations  respecting  its  value,  or  the  offers 
which  have  been  made  for  it.  A  purchaser  is  not  justified  in 
placing  confidence  on  them  (k).  But  a  false  affirmation  by  a 
vendor  as  to  the  actual  cost  of  property  (1),  or  as  to  the  amount 
spent  upon  it  by  him  in  improvements  (m),  may  amount  to  a 
fraudulent  misrepresentation. 

A  vendor  is  not  bound  to  disclose  to  the  vendee  the  true 
ownership  of  the  property  he  is  engaged  in  selling,  but  he  is 
bound  to  abstain  from  making  any  misrepresentations  respecting 
the  ownership  (n). 

As  distinguished  from  the  false  representation  of  a  fact,  the 
false  representation  as  to  a  matter  of  inteution,  not  amounting 
to  a  matter  of  fact,  though  it  may  have  influenced  a  transac- 
tion, is  not  a  fraud  at  law  (o),  nor  does  it  afford  a  ground  for 
relief  in  equity  (p).     Where  a  man  was  induced  to  gi*ant  a 


(h)  Graffenstein  v.  Eppstein,  33 
Amer.  R.  171. 

(i)  lb. 

(k)  Medbury  v.  Watson,  6  Mete. 
(Amer.),  259 ;  Hemmer  v.  Cooper,  8 
Allen  (Amer.),  334;  Holhrook  v. 
Connor,  11  Amer.  R.  214,  20  Eq.  123, 
per  Bacon,  V.  C. 

(Q  Kent  v.  Freehold  Land  Co.,  4 
Eq.  599  ;  Lindsey  Petroleum  Co,  v. 
Hurd,  L.  R.  5  P.  C.  243  ;  Van  Epps 
V.  Harrison,  5  Hill  (Amer.),  67. 


(m)  Ross  V.  Estai^es  Investment  Co., 
3  Eq.  136,  3  Ch.  682. 

(n)  Hill  V.  Gray,  1  Stark.  434  ; 
Maturin  v.  Tredennick,  2  N.  R.  514  ; 
but  comp.  FeUowes  v.  Lord  Gwydyr, 
1 R.  &  M.  83 ;  Neliharpe  v.  Holgate,  1 
Coll.  203. 

(o)  Vernon  v.  Keys,  12  East,  637  ; 
Hemingway  v.  Hamilton,  4  M.  &  W. 
122 :  Feret  v.  HiU,  15  C.  B.  225. 

(  p)  Jordan  V.  Money,  5  H.  L.  185  ; 
Bold  V.  Hutchinson,  5  D.  M.  &  G. 
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lease  of  certain  premises  to  another^  upon  a  representation  that  ch«p»  IL 
he  intended  to  use  the  premises  for  a  stated  purpose,  whereas 
he  intended  to  use,  and  did  use,  them  for  a  different  and  illegal 
purpose,  it  was  held  that  the  misrepresentation  did  not  entitle 
the  lessor  to  have  the  lease  avoided  (g).  So,  abo,  where  a  man 
who  had  given  a  bond  to  another,  upon  which  judgment  had 
been  entered  up,  had  married  upon  the  declaration  of  the 
person  who  held  the  bond  and  warrant  of  attorney,  that  she 
had  abandoned  the  claim,  and  would  never  trouble  him  about 
it,  the  court  would  not  restrain  her  from  enforcing  at  law  the 
judgment  on  the  warrant  of  attorney  (r).  But  if  the  represen- 
tation, though  in  form  a  representation  as  to  a  matter  of  inten- 
tion, amounts  in  effect  to  a  represeutation  as  to  a  matter  of 
fact,  relief  may  be  had  in  equity.  Where,  accordingly,  a  lessor, 
pending  an  agreement  for  a  building  lease,  represented  to  the 
intended  lessee,  that  he  could  not  obstruct  the  sea  view  from 
the  houses  to  be  built  by  the  lessee,  because  he  himself  was  a 
lessee  under  a  lease  for  999  years,  containing  covenants  which 
restricted  him  from  so  doing ;  but  after  the  building  lease  had 
been  taken,  and  the  houses  built  upon  the  faith  of  the  represen- 
tation, the  lessor  surrendered  his  999  years'  lease,  and  took  a 
new  lease  omitting  the  restrictive  covenants,  the  Court,  con* 
sidering  the  representation  to  have  been  in  effect  a  representa* 
tion  as  to  a  matter  of  tact,  restrained  the  lessor  by  injunction 
from  building  so  as  to  obstruct  the  sea  view  (s). 

It  is  necessary  to  distinguish  where  an  alleged  ground  of  false 
representation  is  set  up  between  a  representation  of  an  existing 
fact  which  is  untrue,  and  a  promise  to  do  something  in  future, 
and  to  consider  what  the  bargain  is  (t).  But  the  existing  inten- 
tion of  a  party  at  the  time  of  contracting  is  a  matter  of  fact,  and 
may  be  material  to  the  validity  of  a  contract,  so  that  if  it  be 
proved  that  a  person  has  fraudulently  misrepresented  his  inten- 

668;  Kayv.Orock^  3  Shl  &  G.407  ;  comp.  Yetmam  v.  WiUicmi,  1  Eq. 

irOidbM  V.  ifCby,  I.  K  2  £q.  453.  185. 

(j)  Feret  v.  EiUy  16  C.  B.  207.  (»)  Piggott  v.  Stratum,  John.  359, 

(r)  Jarden  v.  Money,  5  H.  L.  185.  1  D.  F.  &  J.  49. 

See  Ortm  v.  Siprigge,  6   Ha.  553  ;  (()  ExparU  Bumllf  1  CIl  D.  552, 

MoMfudl  V.  Hedgei,  4  H.  L.  1039  ;  per  Melliah,  L.  J. 
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-  ^*P-  ^^'  tions  in  some  material  point  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  a  con- 
tract, it  may  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  avoiding  the  contract. 
Thus  a  man  buying  goods  must  be  taken  to  have  made  an 
implied  representation  that  he  intended  to  pay  for  them,  so  that 
if  it  be  clearly  made  out  that  at  that  time  he  did  not  intend  to 
pay  for  them,  a  case  of  fraudulent  misrepresentation  is  made 
out,  and  the  seller  may  avoid  the  sale,  and  recover  back  the 
goods  from  the  buyer,  or  from  any  person  to  whom  he  has 
transferred  them  with  notice  of  the  sale  (u).  So,  also,  when  a 
lessee  having  power  to  assign  only  with  the  consent  of  his 
landlord,  which  the  landlord  had  promised  to  give  upon  hia 
finding  a  respectable  tenant,  was  induced  to  assign  the  lease  by 
a  false  representation  of  the  assignee  that  a  certain  intended 
tenant  was  a  respectable  man,  it  was  held  that  the  representa- 
tion although  only  of  an  intended  tenant,  involved  a  sufficiently 
material  fact  to  avoid  the  agreement  (x). 

There  is  a  clear  distinction  between  a  misrepresentation  in 
point  of  fact,  a  representation  that  something  exists  at  that 
moment  which  does  not  exist,  and  a  representation  that  some- 
thing will  be  done  in  the  future.  Of  course  a  representation 
that  something  will  be  done  in  the  future  cannot  either  be  true 
or  false  at  the  moment  it  is  made,  and  although  it  may  be 
called  a  representation,  if  it  is  anything,  it  is  a  contract  or 
promise  (y). 

A  I'epresentation  which  amounts  to  a  mere  expression  of  in- 
tention must  be  distinguished  from  a  representation  which 
amounts  to  an  engagement.  If  a  representation  amounts  to  an 
engagement,  the  party  making  it  is  bound  in  equity  to  make  it 
good  {z).  Where,  for  instance,  a  man  previously  to  the  mar- 
riage of  his  daughter  said  he  intended  to  leave  her  10,000^. 
which  was  to  be  settled  in  a  particular  way,  and  that  the 
person  about  to  marry  her  was  for  this  reason  to  settle  5,0002. 

(tt)  Load  V.  Oreen,  15  M.  &  W.  (y)  7  Ch.  804,  per  Mellish,  L.  J. 

216  ;  fVhtU  V.  Gardm,  10  C.  B.  919  ;  (a)  Hammersley  v.  De  Bid,  12  CI. 

Ex   parU  JVhittaJcer,  10   Ch.  449,  &  Fin.  45  ;  Maunsell  v.  Hedges,  4  H. 

per  Mellish,  L.  J.  L.  1056  ;  Loxley  v.  Ifeath,  1  D.  F.  & 

(z)  Canham  v.  Barry,  15  C.  B.  597.  J.  492  ;  Lofus  v.  Maw,  3  Gift  592  ; 

See  FerH  v.  Hill,  15  C.  B.  207.  Coverdale  v.  Eastwood,  15  Eq.  129. 
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on  her,  and  the  party  did  make  the  settlement  and  married  the  ^^P*  ^* 
lady,  the  engagement  was  held  binding,  for  the  circumstances 
amounted  to  a  contract  (a).  If,  on  the  other  hand,  a  man  pre- 
viously to  the  marriage  of  a  relation  tells  him  that  he  has  made 
his  will  and  left  him  his  property,  and  that  he  is  confident  he 
never  would  alter  his  will  to  his  disadvantage,  or  tells  him 
before  his  marriage  to  his  daughter  that  he  would  leave  her  so 
much  money,  this  is  a  mere  expression  of  intention,  on  which 
the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed  is  not  justified  in  relying  (&)• 
So,  also,  when  an  unattested  paper  signed  by  A.,  and  handed  by 
him  to  B.,  stated  that  as  a  mark  of  his  esteem  and  great  friend- 
ship, he  agreed  to  allow  him  5002.  a  year,  and  that  after  his 
death,  he  had  in  lieu  thereof,  bequeathed  him  10,0002. ;  and  B. 
took  the  paper  to  a  lady  who  consented  to  his  marriage  with 
her  daughter  on  the  faith  of  the  engagement  contained  in  the 
paper,  but  no  communication  took  place  between  the  lady  and 
A.,  and  the  marriage  took  place,  it  was  held  that  there  was  no 
such  connection  between  A.'s  promise  or  representation,  and  the 
consent  given  by  the  lady  as  to  sustain  a  claim  against  A/s 
estate  (c).  A  representation  which  amounts  to  an  engagement 
is  enforced  not  as  being  a  representation  of  an  intention,  but  as 
amounting  to  a  contract  (d).  There  is  no  middle  term,  no 
tertiuTn  quid,  between  a  representation  so  made  to  be  effective 
for  such  a  purpose  and  being  effective  for  it  and  a  contract  (e). 

Where  after  correspondence  and  proposals  of  settlement  pre- 
viously to  a  marriage,  a  formal  settlement  is  executed,  the 
settlement  will  supersede  the  proposals  contained  in  the  corres- 
pondence, and  will  be  taken  to  embody  all  the  contract  which 
existed  between  the  parties  at  the  time  when  it  was  exe- 
cuted (/). 


(«)  HammenUg  v.  I)e  Bid^  12  CI, 
&  Fin.  45.  See  Barhworih  v.  Yofing, 
4  Drew.  1 ;  ProU  v.  Soady^  2  Qiff. 
20;  LoffiuY.  Maw,  3  Gi£E:592;  AU 
V.  AU^  4  Oiff.  84. 

(h)  BM  V.  HtOchiMtm^  5  D.  M.  & 
O.  558 ;  MaurmU  v.  Hedges,  4  H.  L. 
1039  ;  L<aiey  v.  Heath,  1  D.  P.  &  J. 
492  ;  iMcer  v.  Gilder,  32  Beav.  4. 


(e)  DaekMDood  v.  Jermyn,  12  Ch.  D. 
776. 

(cQ  Bald  V.  Hutckin&on,  5  D.  M.  & 
G.  558  ;  MawMdl  v.  Hedges,  4  H.  L. 
1056  ;  Loxley  y.  Heaih,  1  D.  F.  &  J. 
492;  (hverdaleY.Eastwood,l6Eq,l29. 

(e)  4  H.  L.  1056,  per  Lord  Cran- 
worth, 

(/)  Loxley  v.  Heath,  1  D.  F.  &  J. 
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Ch>p-  il«  'A'misrepr^aentation  of  a  matter  of  law  does  not  constitute  a 
Misrepresenta.  fraud,  because  the  law  is  presumed  to  be  equally  within  the 
of  law.  knowledge  of  all  the  parties.    Thus  the  misrepresentation  of 

the  l^al  effect  of  a  written  agreement  which  a  party  signs  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  its  contents  is  not  a  sufficient  ground  for 
avoiding  the  agreement  (g).  So,  also,  where  the  directors  of  a 
company  borrowed  money,  and  issued  to  the  lender  a  bond  in  a 
form  that  they  represented  to  be  valid,  but  which,  according  to 
the  generi&l  law  of  such  companies,  was  invalid,  it  was  held  that 
they  were  not  responsible  for  their  representation,  as  it  was 
merely  a  matter  of  law,  and  was  made  to  a  person  who  was 
equally  informed  of  the  facts,  and  to  whom  they  held  no  fidu- 
ciary relation  as  advisers  (A).  So,  also,  when  an  agent  in  a 
recognised  position  as  the  director  of  a  company,  represents 
that  he  has  authority  by  virtue  of  his  office  to  bind  the  com- 
pany, the  extent  of  the  authority  incident  to  the  office  being  a 
matter  of  general  law  within  the  knowledge  of  the  party  to 
whom  the  representation  is  made,  the  latter  must  trust  to  such 
representation  of  authority  at  his  own  risk  (t).  So,  where  an 
agent  represents  himself  to  be  an  authorised  agent  under  a 
power  of  attorney,  the  extent  of  his  authority  depends  upon  the 
construction  of  the  power  and  not  upon  his  assertion  respecting 
it  (A;).  Nor  does  the  principle  of  relief  in  equity  on  the  ground 
of  misrepresentation  by  third  persons  extend  to  an  incorrect 
statement  of  the  law.  If,  for  example,  a  person  asks  another 
what  the  law  was  upon  a  particular  point  and  acts  upon  the  re- 
representation  so  made,  and  thereby  alters  his  position  to  his 
prejudice,  he  cannot  maintain  an  action  in  equity  against  the 
latter  to  make  good  the  representation  (Q. 

In  a  case  when  the  solicitors  of  trustees  of  a  fund,  accepted 
notice  from  a  mortgagee  of  part  of  the  fund  on  behalf  of  the 
trustees,  it  was  held  that  as  they  were  acting  under  an  opinion 
erroneous  in  point  of  law,  that  their  employment  as  solicitors 

480  ;  Kingdon  v.  Tagerty  17  Ch.  D.  777,  7  K  &  I.  App.  Ca.  102. 

863.  (k)  lb.,  800,  iMT  Mellifih,  L.  J. 

(g)  Lewis  v.  Jmes^  4  R  &  C.  606.  (Q  lb.  i^Rashdall  v.  Ford,  2  Eq. 

(h)  RathdaU  v.  Ford,  2  Eq.  750.  750. 

(i)  Beaitie  v.  Lord  Ebury,  7  Ch. 
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enabled  them  to  accept  servioe,  they  were  not  liable  (m).    So,      ^^>'*p-  n. 
alao,  the  assertion  by  a  man  of  what  he  thinks  himself  entitled 
in  point  of  law  to  assert  is  not  a  misrepresentation,  though  it 
may  not  striotly  be  correct  (n). 

But  matters  of  private  right,  although  depending  on  rules  of 
law  and  1^^  rules  of  oonstruction,  are  in  general  to  be  con- 
sidered as  matters  of  fact  in  reference  to  fraud,  and  therefore  it 
seems  that  the  misrepresentation  of  the  legal  effect  of  a  written 
agreement  whidi  the  other  pai-ty  is  thereby  induced  to  sign,  if 
otherwise  fraudulent,  would  be  sufficient  ground  for  avoiding  an 
agreement (o).  It  has  been  said  that  "a  statement  of  fact 
which  involves,  as  most  facts,  a  conclusion  of  law,  is  still  a  state- 
ment of  fact  and  not  a  statement  of  law."  Such  are  statements 
r^[arding  personal  status,  the  possession  of  pi*operty,  and  other 
statements  regarding  matters  of  private  right  (p). 

To  constitute  a  fraudulent  representation,  the  representation  Minepresenu- 
need  not  be  made  in  terms  expressly  stating  the  existence  of  iJ^"n°^,l^ 
some  fact  which  does  not  exist.     If  a  statement  be  made  by  a  i^®™*- 
man  in  such  terms  as  would  naturally  lead  the  person  to  whom 
it  was  made  to  suppose  the  existence  of  a  certain  state  of  facts, 
and  if  such  statement  be  so  made  designedly  and  fraudulently, 
it  is  as  much  a  fraudulent  misrepresentation  as  if  the  statement 
of  an  untrue  fact  were  made  in  express  terms  (q),    A  man, 
moreover,  who  makes  a  representation  is  not  only  answerable 
for  what  he  in  his  own  mind  intended  to  represent,  but  he  is 
answerable  for  what  any  one  might  reasonably  suppose  to  be 
the  meaning  of  the  words  he  used  (r). 

A  representation  may  be  false  by  reason  not  only  of  positive 


(m)  Saffron  WaldeUy  d^e.,  Society 
V.  Saywr,  14  Ch.  D.  406. 

(n)  Legge  v.  Orokery  1  Ba.  &  B<a» 
aoe;  WUde  v.  Gibwi,  1  H.  L.  626  ; 
New  Bruruwickf  ttc,  Bailway  Co^  v« 
Coni^)earey  9  H.  L.  711 ;  Brett  v. 
CZoiMsr^d  C.  P.  D.  376 ;  BrownUe  v. 
Campbelly  5  App.  Oa.  931. 

(o)  HimchfiM  v.  London  d:  North 
W«iUm  Baiiway  Co.,  2  Q.  B.  D.  1. 

(p)  Eaglafield  v.  Lord  Lpnd^ri^ 


derryy  4  Ch.  D.  702,  per  Jessel,  M,R. 

(g)  Lise  Y.  Jonesy  17  C.  B.  N.  S. 
MO,  per  Cronxpton,  J. ;  Loumdes  v^ 
LaneyiCox,  363 ;  Walker  v.  Symondsy 
3SW.73;  DryidaUY,MaceyblX'bL 
&  Q.  103 ;  Flint  y.  Woodin,  9  Ha. 
621 ;  comp.  Bold  v.  SutekiTUonf  6 
D.  M.  &  Q.  558. 

(f)  Arkwright  v.  Newboldy  17  CL 
P.  390. 
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Chap,  n.  misstatements  contained  in  it,  but  by  reason  of  intentional  sup* 
pression  whereby  the  information  it  gives  assumes  a  false 
colour,  giving  a  false  impression,  and  leading  necessarily,  or 
almost  necessarily  to  erroneous  ooncluflion  (a).  FaUit  et  qui 
obaoure  loquitur  et  qui  diaaimiddt  inaidiose  vel  ohacv/re  {t). 
Dol/wm,  mcUum  a  ae  ai}ea8e  prdostare  venditor  debet :  qui  non 
tcmtum  in  eo  eat  qui  fcdlendi  cauaa  obaoure  loquitur ;  aed 
etiam,  qui  inaidioae,  obacure  diaaimvlat  (u). 

There  is  a  misrepresentation  if  a  statement  be  so  made  that 
the  aouteness  and  industry  of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  made  is 
set  to  sleep,  and  he  is  induced  to  believe  the  contrary  of  what 
is  the  real  state  of  the  case  (x).  If,  for  instance,  there  is  a  mis- 
representation as  to  the  terms  of  a  particular  covenant,  which 
turned  out  to  be  of  a  much  more  stringent  description  {y) ;  or, 
if  omission  be  made  of  a  covenant  involving  an  onerous  obliga- 
tion (2} ;  or  if  particulars  of  sale  are  minute  as  to  the  value  of 
the  property,  so  as  to  induce  a  purchaser  to  believe  that  all 
material  particulars  have  been  furnished,  but  a  material  parti- 
cular has  been  kept  back  (a),  there  is  fraud.  So  also  where 
conditions  of  sale  are  so  obscurely  worded  that  when  taken  in 
connection  with  the  particulars  of  sale  they  are  likely  to  mis* 
lead  an  ordinary  purchaser  as  to  the  nature  of  the  property  (b), 
or  are  so  framed  as  to  deceive  a  purchaser  and  throw  him  off 
his  guard  by  suppressing  facts,  and  so  masking  a  gross  defect 
on  the  title  (0),  there  is  fraud.  So  also  when  a  condition  of  sale 
induces  the  purchaser  to  believe  that  a  recital  accurately  repre* 
sents  a  will,  which  it  does  not,  it  is  a  fraudulent  and  misleading 
condition  (d), 

(s)  OuUenU  Trustee  v,  JohnUon,  3  Flight  v.  Barton,  lb.  282, 
Dec  of  Court  of  Seanon,  3rd  series,         (z)  Gullen  v.  O'Meara,  I,  R.  4  C. 

p.  936 ;  Peek  v,  Gurney,  6  E,  &  I,  L.  138. 
App.  Ca.  400,  (a)  Jones  v,  Rmnier,  14  Ch,  D, 

(0  Dig.  lib.  18,  tit,  1,  leg.  43,  588. 

(w)  lb.  (b)  Taylor  v.  Martindale^  1  Y.  & 

(x)  Pope  v.  Garland,  4  Y,  &  C,  C,  C,  C,  658 ;  Torrance  v.  Bolton,  8 

401  ;  Peek  v.  Gumey,  6  E,  &  I.  App,  Ch.  118, 
Ca.  391.  (c)  Boyd  v,  Diekton,  I.  R.  10  Eq. 

(y)  Flight  v.  Booth,  1  Bing.  N-.  C.  854. 
377  ;  Van  v.  Corpe,  3  M.  &  C.  269  ;  (rf)  Else  v.  Else,  13  Ec^.  200. 
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A  representation  though  true  to  the  letter  may  be  in  sub-  ^^P-  ^^- 
stance  a  misrepresentation  (e).  There  is  a  misrepresentation  if 
a  statement  is  calculated  to  mislead  or  throw  the  person  to 
whom  it  is  made  off  his  guard,  though  it  may  be  literally 
tnie  (/).  Where  particulars  of  sale  contain  a  statement  which 
is  literally  true  but  which  is  capable  of  another  meaning,  and 
such  other  meaning  is  more  likely  to  be  taken  than  the  true 
one  by  a  man  reading  the  particulars,  the  purchaser,  if  he  knows 
nothing  of  the  real  facts  and  understands  the  paiticulars  in  the 
one  sense,  is  entitled  to  say  that  the  vendor  has  deceived  him  (g). 

If  a  man  states  a  thing  partially,  he  may  make  a  fiUse  state- 
ment aB  much  as  if  he  had  misstated  it  altogether.  Every  word 
he  says  may  be  true,  but  if  he  leaves  out  something  which 
qualifies  it,  he  may  make  a  false  statement  (A). 

There  is  misrepresentation  if  a  man  represents  not  the  whole 
of  the  &cts,  but  only  a  portion,  and  omits  what  he  ought  to 
have  known  was  a  very  material  fact  It  is  an  untruthful  re- 
presentation by  reason  of  suppi-ession  and  concealment  of  truth, 
not  untruthful  in  the  sense  of  direct  falsehood,  but  untruthful 
because  it  is  intended  to  convey  to  the  public  an  impression 
different  from  the  reality,  and  because  it  is  known  by  the  person 
who  makes  it  or  ought  to  be  known  by  him  to  be  mateiially 
different  firom  that  which  was  the  real  state  of  the  case  (i).  It 
is  the  duty  of  the  vendor  of  property  to  make  himself 
acquainted  with  all  the  peculiarities  and  incidents  of  the  pro- 
perty which  he  is  going  to  sell,  and  when  he  describes  the  pro- 
perty for  the  information  of  a  purchaser  it  is  his  duty  to  describe 
everything  which  it  is  material  for  him  to  know  in  order  to 
judge  of  the  nature  and  value  of  the  property.  It  is  not  for 
him  just  to  tell  what  is  not  actually  untrue,  leaving  out  a  great 

(e)  LwmdM  v.  IrOfte,  2  Coz,  363 ;  Bow  v.  EttaUz  IiMutmmi  Co,y  3  Ch, 

FliiU  T.  Woodin,  9  Ha.  618  ;  StanUm  682  ;  Peek  v.  Gwrv^^  6  £.  &  1.  App. 

V.    TaiterMll^    1    Snu    &  G.  529 ;  Ca.  400. 

APCuUoch  T.  Qrtgory,  1  K.  &  J.  286 ;  {g)  Cato  v.  Thompson,  9  Q«  B.  D. 

Clarke  v.  Diekem,  6  C.  B.  N.  S«  453  ;  619. 

Boee  V.  Estates  Iiwedment  Co,,  3  Ch.  (h)  Arhcright  v.  Nevjbold,  17  Ch. 

682.  D.  318,  per  J  amen,  L.  J. 

(/)  Edwards  v.    Widcuxtry  1  Eq.  (t)  Emma  Silver  Mining   Co.   v. 

68 ;  Dimmock  v.  Hallett,  2  Ch.  28  ;  Granij  11  Ch.  D.  935. 
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Ciu^V'TL deal  that  is  true,  and  leaving  it  to  the  purchaser  to  enquire 

>^hether  there  is  any  error  or  omission  in  the  description  or 
not  (k). 

In  conditions  of  sale  there  must  not  be  any  representation  or 
condition  which  can  mislead  the  purchaser  as  to  the  facts  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  vendor,  and  the  vendor  is  not  at  liberty 
to  require  the  purchaser  to  assume  as  the  root  of  his  title  that 
which  documents  in  his  possession  show  not  to  be  the  fact,  even 
though  those  documents  may  show  a  perfectly  good  title  on 
another  ground.  The  requirement  or  insistance  in  conditions 
of  sale  that  a  certain  state  of  things  shall  be  assumed,  does  by 
implication  contain  an  assertion  that  no  facts  are  known  to  the 
persons  who  require  it,  which  would  make  that  assumption  a 
wrong  one  according  to  the  facts.  A  condition  is  therefore  bad  as 
misleading,  if  it  requires  the  purchaser  to  assume  what  the  vendor 
knows  to  be  false,  or  if  it  states  that  the  state  of  the  title  is 
not  accurately  known  when  in  fact  it  is  known  to  the  vendor  (Q. 
Though  a  purchaser  will  not  be  bound,  if  a  vendor  makes  an 
imtrue  statement  in  the  conditions  of  sale  and  then  tries  to 
bind  the  purchaser  by  a  condition,  the  case  is  otherwise  if  the 
vendor  merely  does  not  state  everything  in  the  conditions  of 
sale,  but  invites  the  purchaser  to  come  and  see  a  certain  docu- 
ment for  himself,  which  the  conditions  of  sale  tell  him  is  of 
importance.  In  such  a  case  the  purchaser  will  be  bound  by  a 
condition  that  he  shall  assume  the  truth  of  the  document  (m). 
Instead  of  setting  out  the  whole  of  the  documents  in  conditions 
of  sale  or  else  an  abstract,  in  which  event  he  is  liable  to  be 
charged  with  having  stated  them  incorrectly,  a  vendor  may  in- 
vite attention  to  documents  (n). 

When  the  sale  is  by  the  Court,  the  Court  is  bound  to  take 
more  especial  care,  if  possible,  that  there  shall  be  nothing  in 
the  conditions  or  in  the  representations  therein  contained  which 
can  by  possibility  mislead  a  purchaser,  because  the  purchaser 

(k)  Bradlvng  v.  Plummery  2  Drew,  v.  Baker,  20  Eq.  50. 
430.    See  Broad  v.  MurUon,  12  Ch.         (to)  Blmkhom  v.  Penrose,  29  W. 

D.  136.  R.  238. 

(I)  Broad  v.  Munton,  12  Ch.  D.  (n)  Ih. 

150,  per  Cottou,  L.  J.    See  Harnett 
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has  a  right  to  assume  that  the  Court  will  take  good  care  that      CM^-  n. 
there  shall  be  nothing  that  can  in  any  way  mislead  him  as  to 
the  title  he  is  getting  (o), 

A  misrepresentation  is  usually  by  words ;  but  it  may  be  as 
well  by  acts  or  deeds,  as  by  words ;  by  artifices  to  mislead  as 
well  as  by  actual  assertions.  Even  in  chaffering  about  goods 
there  may  be  such  misrepresentation  as  to  avoid  a  contract  A 
man  who  by  act  or  deed  falsely  and  fraudulently  impresses  the 
mind  of  another  with  a  certain  belief  whereby  he  is  misled  to 
his  injury  is  as  much  guilty  of  a  misrepresentation  as  if  he  had 
deliberately  asserted  a  falsehood  (p).  It  is  a  fraud  to  impress 
upon  a  vendible  article  the  trade-mark  of  another  in  order  to 
give  it  greater  currency  in  the  market  (q). 

It  is  not  enough  that  there  has  been  a  misrepresentation,  and  inUokt  oi  tb* 
that  the  misrepr^sentatioD  has  conduced  in  some  way  to  the  '«i>~»***^ 
transaction  in  question.  It  is  necessary  that  the  misrepresen* 
tation  should  have  been  made  in  relation  to  the  transaction  in 
question,  and  with  the  direct  intent  to  induce  the  party  to 
whom  it  is  immediately  made,  or  a  third  party,  to  act  in  the 
way  that  occasions  the  injury  (r).  A  representation  which  has 
been  made  some  time  before  the  date  of  the  transaction  in 
question  is  not  sufficient,  unless  it  can  be  clearly  shown  to  have 
been  immediately  connected  with  it  (a).    A  representation  to 


(o)  Broad  v.  ifvnton,  12  Ch.  D. 
150,  per  Ck>tton,  L.  J. 

(p)  Sibbald  v.  Hill,  2  Dow.  266  ; 
Lavdl  V.  Hicks,  2  Y.  &  C.  55  ;  Craw- 
A/an  V.  Thoniifm,  4  M.  &  Q.  387 ; 
BwTUS  V.  Penndl,  2  H.  L.  497. 

(^)  Orawthay  v.  Tfiomton,  4  M.  & 
G.  387.  See  Kerr  on  Injunctions, 
p.  35& 

(r)  Eatt  India  Co.  v.  Henchmany  1 
Yes.  J.  287  ;  BobeU  v.  SUvew,  3  B. 
&  C.  623  ;  Harris  v.  Kemble,  5  Bligb, 
N.  S.  730 ;  Attwood  v.  Small,  6  CI. 
k  Fin.  232,  445  ;  Irvine  v.  Kirh- 
Patrick,  7  Bell,  So.  Ap.  Ca.  186; 
Humes  v.  PenneU,  2  H.  L.  497, 529  ; 
Smiih  v.  Kajf,  7  H.  L.  750,  775 ; 


National  Exchange  Co,  v.  Drew,  8 
Macq.  120  ;  NicolVs  Case,  3  D.  &  J, 
387,  440 ;  Jameson  y.  Stein,  21  Beav. 
5 ;  Denne  v.  Light,  8  D.  M.  &  G. 
774  ;  Barry  v.  Orosskey,  2  J.  &  H.  1 ; 
Way  Y.Heame,  32  L.  J.  0.  P.  34 ; 
Queen  y.  Sadl&i^s  Co.,  10  B.  L.  404  ; 
Peek  v.  Gwmey,  6  £.  &  I.  App.  Ca. 
412. 

(«)  Buimes  v.  PenneU,  2  H.  L. 
497,  530.  See  NicoWs  Case,  3  D.  & 
J.  439 ;  WheeUon  v.  Hardisty,  8  K 
&  B.  232  ;  Maunsell  v.  Hedges,  4  H. 
L.  1060,  per  Lord  St  LeonardB; 
Barreifs  Vase,  3  D.  J.  &  S.  30; 
Western  Bank  of  Scotland  v«  Addicj  I 
Sc.  App.  Ca.  155« 
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MiBrepresenta- 
tion  must  be 
attended  with 
daouun. 


CoBoeaimenti*' 


be  of  any  avail  whatever  must,  unless  under  special  circum- 
stances, have. beet!  made  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  (^),  and 
should  not  have  any  relation  to  any  collateral  matter  or  other 
relation  or  dealing  between  the  parties  (ti). 

Misrepresentation,  h9wever,  goes  for  nothing  either  at  law  or 
in  equity  unless  a  man  has  been  misled  thereby  to  his  prejudice. 
Fraud  without  damage  is  not  sufficient  to  support  an  action  {x). 
But  it  is  enough  if  the  representation  operates  to  the  prejudice 
of  a  man  to  a  very  small  extent  (y).  Fraud  gives  a  cause  of 
action  if  it  leads  to  any  sort  of  damage  (z).  But  in  order  that 
a  false  representation  should  give  a  cause-  of  action  the  damage 
must  be  the  immediate  and  not  the  remote  effect  of  the  repre- 
sentation (a). 

Misrepresentation  may  consist  as  well  in  the  concealment  of 
what  is  true  as  in  the  assertion  of  what  is  false  (&).  If  a  man 
conceals  a  fact  that  is  material  to  the  transaction,  knowing  that 
the  other  party  acts  on  the  presumption  that  no  such  fact 
exists,  it  is  as  much  a  fraud  as  if  the  existence  of  such  fact 
were  expressly  denied  or  the  reverse  of  it  expressly  stated  (c). 
Concealment  to  be  of  any  avail  whatever,  either  at  law  or  in 
equity,  must  be  doliui  dans  locum  contraatuL  There  must  be 
the  suppression  of  a  fact,  the  knowledge  of  which  it  is  reason- 
able to  infer  would  have  made  the  other  party  to  the  transaction 
abstain  from  it  altogether.  Concealment  of  a  fact  is  not 
material  if  the  statement  of  that  fact  would  not  have  induced  a 
man  (otherwise  desirous  of  entering  into  the  transaction)  to 
abstain  from  it((2) ).    A  concealment  to  be  material  must  be 


(0  Harris  v.  KemhU^  1  Sim.  122, 
per  Sir  J.  Leach,  M.  R.  See  WheeU 
Urn  V.  Harduty,  £L  BL  &  EL  232  ; 
Hotsom  v.BrowneydC.  B.  N.  S.  445 ; 
Smith  V.  Kay,  7  H.  L.  750. 

(u)  Harris  v.  KemhUy  1  Sim.  122, 
5  Bligh,  N.  S.  730  ;  National  Eaa- 
change  Co,  v.  Drew,  2  Macq.  103. 

(x)  PolhiU  V.  Walter,  3  B.  &  Ad. 
114 ;  Fellowes  v.  Lord  Gwydyr,  1 
Sim.  63, 1  R  &  M.  83.  See  Flint  v. 
JVoodi7i,  9  Ha.  618: 


(y)  Cadman  v.  Homer,  18  Vea. 
10. 

(«)  Smith  V.  Kay,  7  H.  L.  750, 
775. 

(a)  Barry  v.  Crosshey,  2  J.  &  H.  1. 

(6)  Tapp  V.  iee,  3  B.  &  P.  371 ; 
Central  Railway  Co,  of  Venezuela  v. 
Kisch,  2  E.&  I.  App.Ga.  114  ;  OaJces 
V.  Tur^[uand,  lb.  326. 

(c)  Peek  V.  Gumey,  6  £.  &  L  App. 
Ca.400, 
•  (rf)  Pulsford  V.  Richards,  17  Beav. 
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the  concealment  of  something  that  the  party  concealing  was 
under  some  legal  or  equitable  obligation  to  disclose  (e). 

Mere  non-disclosure  apart  from  circumstances  importing  a 
duty  of  informing  the  other  party,  or  evidencing  a  fraudulent 
intention  in  not  informing  him,  is  not  in  general  a  sufficient 
ground  for  avoiding  a  contract.  Where  accordingly  a  governess 
bad  been  engaged  under  a  written  agreement,  in  which  she  was 
described  as  a  "  spinster/'  it  was  held  that  the  mere  non-dis- 
closure of  the  fact  that  she  had  been  married  and  divorced  was 
not  alone  a  sufficient  ground  for  avoiding  the  agreement  (/). 
''  There  is  no  allegation,  of  fraud,"  said  Lord  Blackburn  (g),  "  and 
short  of  that  the  mero  concealment  of  a  material  fact,  except  in 
policies  of  assurance,  does  not  avoid  a  contract."  So  with  a 
promise  to  marry,  it  was  held  ta  be  no  ground  for  avoiding  the 
contract  that  it  had  not  been  disclosed  that  the  promisee  was  at 
the  time  of  the  promise  under  a  pre-contract  to  marry  another 
person  (h) ;  or  that  the  promisee  had  at  one  time  been  insane 
and  confined  in  a  lunatic  asylum  (^).  "  There  are  many  things," 
said  Chief  Justice  Cockbum  {j ),  ''  which  a  man  might  desire 
to  have  communicated  to  him  if  they  existed  at  the  time  of 
making  the  oontract,  as  that  the  plaintiff  is  in  debt,  or  subject 
to  other  liabilities,  or  some  circumstances  relating  to  her  person , 
her  temper,  her  disposition,  the  discovery  of  which  would  yet 


Chap.  11. 


98  ;  Peds  v.  Gumey^  6  E.  &  I.  App. 
Ca.  400.  See  Davies  v.  Cooper  ^  5  M. 
&  C.  270 ;  Vane  v.  Cobbold,  1  Excb. 
7d8 ;  New  Bruntwidtf  dhx,  Railway 
Co.  Y.  Muggeridgey  1  Dr.  &  Sm.  363 ; 
Kiech  y.  Central  Venezuela  Railway 
«»|f  Co.,  3  D.  J.  &  S.  122. 

(e)  Irvine  v.  JTirJkpairidb,  7  Bell, 
Be  Ap.  186 ;  HonfaU  v.  Thomas^  I 
H.  &  C.  100,  per  Biamwell,  R  ; 
Archbold  y.  Lord  Howlhy  L.  R.  Ir.  2 
C  L.  629  ;  London  Assurance  Co,  y. 
Mmuely  1 1  Ch.  D.  367.  See  DaOnac 
Y,  Daibiae,  16  Yes.  124 ;  DaU^y  v. 
PuUenj  1  R.  &  M.  296  ^  Adanwm  v. 
EvUty  2  R.  &  M.  72;  Harris  v. 
KeffibU,  1  Sim.  Ill,  5  Bligb,  730 ; 
Roddy  Y.  fViUiams,  3  J.  &  L.  21 ; 


Jiadure  v.  Ripley ,  2  Mac.  &  Qr.  274  ; 
Beck  v.  Kantorovoicz,  3  K.  &  J.  247  ; 
Haywood  y.  Cope,  25  Beav.  140 1 
Evans  y.  CofningUm^  1  J.  &  H.  598, 
2  D.  F.  &  J.  481;  GreenfiM  v. 
EdwardSy  2  D.  J.  &  S.  582,  598; 
CerUral  Venezuela  Railway  Co,  y. 
Kiscky  2  £.  &  J.  App.  Ca.  112  ;  Re^ 
Madrid  Bank,  2  Eq.  216. 

(/)  FUtcher  v.  KreUy  42  L.  J,  Q. 
B.  55. 

(Sf)Ib. 

{h)  Beachey  v.  Brwm,  K  B.  &  E. 
796. 

(t)  Baker  y.  Cartwright,  10  C.  B. 
N.  S.  124. 

(j)  lb. 
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<^p>  n.  not  entitle  the  defendant  to  refuse  to  fulfil  his  engagement  It 
might  be  right  to  disclose  such  things,  and  yet  it  has  never  been 
held  that  the  discovery  of  them  justified  a  party  in  breaking 
his  contract.**  But  a  promise  to  marry  a  woman  is  impliedly 
conditional  upon  the  fact  of  her  being  chaste,  and  consequently 
the  fact  of  unchastity,  if  not  disclosed,  would  avoid  the  con- 
tract {k). 

If  the  fact  is  one  which  ought  to  have  been  disclosed,  the 
circumstance  that  it  may  not  have  been  disclosed  through 
mistake,  ignorance,  or  foigetfulness,  cannot  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration. It  is  immaterial  that  the  concealment  may  not 
have  been  wilful  or  intentional,  or  with  a  view  to  private  ad- 
vantage (2).  It  is  also  essential  that  the  concealment  should  be 
in  reference  to  the  particular  transaction  (m),  and  should  enure 
to  the  date  of  it  If  a  party  to  a  transaction  conceals,  however 
fraudulently,  a  material  fact  from  another  with  whom  he  is 
treating,  but  that  other,  notwithstanding  the  concealment,  gets 
at  the  £bmH^  concealed  before  he  enters  into  the  transaction,  the 
concealment  goes  for  nothing.  It  is  of  no  avail,  if  the  party 
has  become  in  any  way  acquainted  with  the  truth  (n).  Scientia 
utrinque  par  pares  eontraherUes  fadL  The  law  will  not  inter- 
pose, where  both  parties  to  the  transaction  are  equally  well 
informed  or  are  in  equal  ignorance  as  to  the  actual  condition  or 
value  of  the  subject  matter  of  the  transaction  (o). 

The  principles  of  morals  require  more  scrupulous  good  fSuth 
in  the  dealings  of  men  with  each  other  than  is  exacted  either  at 
law  or  in  equity.  The  writers  of  the  moral  law  hold  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  seller  to  disclose  the  defects  which  are  within 
his  knowledge  (p).  But  the  common  law  is  not  so  strict  The 
law  aims  at  practical  good  and  general  convenience  rather  than 


(k)  Young  v.  Murphy^  3  Bing.  N.  (m)  Green  v.  Gosdm,  3  M.  &  Q. 

C.  64 ;  Baker  v.  Cartwrighi,  10  C.  B.  446. 

N.  S.  124,  per  Cockbum,  C.  J.  (n)  Irvins  v.  Kirlcpairiek,  7  Bell, 

(0  Puteyy.Deebouverie,  3  P.  Wms.  S<v  Ap.  186,  237. 

315  ;  Bwolea  v.  StuaH,  1  Sch.  &Le£  (o)  Sug.  V»  &  P.  1  ;   Knight  t. 

249;  Brydgtiy. Bra9|^,  12 Sim. 384  ;  Marjortbanks,  11  Beay.  348,  2  Mac. 

WiUis  ▼.  WiUis,  17  Sim.  218  ;  Bail-  &  G.  10. 

tan  T.  Matthews,  10  CL  &  Fin.  934.  (p)  Gmt.  b.  2,  c  12,  i.  9.. 
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at  theoretical  perfection.  It  does  not  profess  to  vindicate  every 
deflection  from  propriety,  but  requires  men  in  their  dealings  with 
each  other  to  exercise  proper  vigilance  and  apply  their  attention 
to  those  particulars  which  may  be  supposed  to  be  within  the 
reach  of  their  observation  and  judgment,  and  not  to  close  their 
eyes  to  the  means  of  information  which  are  accessible  to  them : 
vigUarUibuSf  rum  dorrrdentibus,  jura  suhveniunt  If  parties 
are  at  arms'  length,  either  of  them  may  remain  silent  and 
avail  himself  of  his  superior  knowledge  as  to  facts  and  circum- 
stances equally  open  to  the  observation  of  both,  or  equally 
within  the  reach  of  their  ordinary  diligence,  and  is  under  no 
obligation  either  at  law  or  in  equity  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  other  to  circumstances  aflTecting  the  value  of  the  property 
in  question,  although  he  may  know  him  to  be  ignorant  of  them. 
If,  for  example,  a  man  treats  for  the  purchase  of  an  estate 
knowing  that  there  is  a  mine  under  the  land,  and  the  other 
party  makes  no  inquiry,  the  former  is  not  bound  to  inform  him 
•of  the  fact  (q).  So  also  a  first  mortgagee  with  power  of  sale> 
who  has  made  an  advantageous  contract  for  the  sale  of  the 
mortgaged  premises,  may  buy  up  the  interest  of  a  second  mort- 
gagee who  supposed  the  property  was  insufficient  to  pay  off 
both  mortgages,  without  informing  him  of  the  contract  (r). 

A  very  little,  however,  is  sufficient  to  affect  the  application  of 
the  principle.  If  a  single  word  be  dropped  by  a  purchaser 
which  tends  to  mislead  the  vendor,  the  principle  will  not  be 
allowed  to  operate  (a).  ''A  single  word,"  said  Lord  Campbell, 
in  Walters  v.  Morgcm  (t),  "  or  even  a  nod,  or  a  wink,  or  a  shake 
of  the  head,  or  a  smile  from  the  purchaser,  intended  to  induce 
the  vendor  to  believe  the  existence  of  a  non-existing  fact  which 
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(q)  Fox  V.  Maereth,  2  Bro.  C.  C. 
420 ;  Turner  v.  Harvey^  Jac  169, 
178  ;  Stikeman  v.  Dawson^  1  D^  & 
S.  90  ;  Laidhw  v.  Organs  2  Wheat 
(Amer.),  178  ;  JFUde  v.  Qibi<m,  1  H. 
L.  605  ;  WaUert  v.  Morgan,  3  D.  F. 
&  J.  723 ;  ArMold  v.  Lord  H<noU^ 
Ir.  L.  E.  2  a  L.  608  ;  Sug.  V.  &P. 
14th  ed.  2,  328,  335. 

(r)  Dolman  v.   Nolkes,  22   Beav. 


402. 

(»)  Turner  v.  Ea/rtfey,  Jac  169, 
178;  Dolman  v.  Nokee^  22  Beav. 
402.  See  Dawe$  v.  Cooper,  5  M.  & 
C.  270 ;  Elake  v.  Mowatt,  21  Beav. 
603 ;  Cannock  v.  Jauncey,  27  L.  J. 
Ch.57;  Tkompaony, Lambert,!. R,% 
£q.  439. 

(t)  3  D.  F.  &  J.  724. 
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Chap.  n.  inight  influence  the  price  of  the  subject  to  be  solcT,  is  a  fraud  at 
law.  So  a  fortiori  would  a  contrivance  on  the  part  of  the  pur- 
chaser better  informed  than  the  vendor  of  the  real  value  of  the 
subject  to  be  sold,  to  hurry  the  vendor  into  ail  agreement  with- 
out giving  him  the  opportunity  of  being  fully  informed  of  its 
real  value,  or  time  to  deliberate  and  take  advice  respecting  the 
conditions  of  the  bargain."  If  a  purchaser  conceal  the  fact  of 
the  death  or  dangerous  illness  of  a  person  of  which  the  seller  is 
ignorant,  and  by  which  the  value  of  the  property  is  materially 
increased,  there  is  fraud  (u). 

A  vendor  may  not,  on  the  other  hand,  use  any  art  or  practise 
any  artifice  to  conceal  defects;  or  make  any  representation  for 
the  purpose  of  throwing  the  buyer  off  his  guard,  or  use  any 
device  to  induce  the  buyer  to  omit  inquiry  or  examination  into 
the  defects  of  the  thing  sold.  If  he  says  or  does  anything 
whatever  with  an  intention  to  divert  the  eye  or  obscure  the 
observation  of  the  buyer  even  in  relation  to  open  defects,  or  to 
prevent  his  use  of  any  present  means  of  observation,  there  is 
fraud  (x).  As,  for  example,  where  a  man  having  a  log  of  maho- 
gany to  sell,  turned  it  over  so  as  to  conceal  a  hole  in  the  under- 
neath side  (y).  So  also  where  a  man  sold  a  vessel  "with  all 
faults,''  and  before  the  sale  took  her  from  the  ways  on  which 
she  lay  and  kept  her  afloat  in  a  dock  in  order  to  prevent  an 
examination  of  her  bottom,  which  he  knew  to  be  unsound,  the 
purchaser  was  held  entitled  to  avoid  the  sale  on  account  of 
fraud  (z). 

So  also  if  a  vendor  were  to  describe  the  property  as  let  upon 
lease  under  certain  specified  covenants,  beneficial  to  the  rever- 
sion, which  however  he  knew  could  not  be  enforced,  this  would 
probably  be  considered  delusive  (a).     So  also  if  a  vendor  know- 


(«)  Txarner  v,  Harvey,  Jac.  169  ; 
EUard  v.  Llandaf,  1  B.  A.  &  Be. 
241 ;  Jones  v.  KeeTie,  2  Moo.  &  Bob. 
Md,  See  Popkam  v.  Brooke,  5  Ruse. 
9;  Thomjpson  .v.  Lambert,  L  R.  2 
]Bq.  439. 

{x)  HiU  V.  Gray,  1  Stark.  434 ; 
Pillmore  v.  E;ood,  5  Bing.  N.  C.  97  ; 
Dobell  T.  Ste7)ene,  3  B.  &  C.  623 ; 


Edward*  v.  Wichoar,  1  Eq.  68. 

(y)  Uddl  r.  Atherton,  7  H.  &  N. 
172. 

(«)  BagUhole  v.  WaUers,  3  Camp. 
154;  Schneider  y.  Heath,  ib.  506. 
See  Pickering  v.  Dowson,  4  Taunt 
784 ;  Kain  v.  Old,  2  B.  &  C.  634 ; 
Taylor  v.  BvMen,  6  Exch.  779. 

(a)  Flint  v.  Woodin,  9  Ha.  621. 
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ing  of  an  incumbranee  on  an  estate  sella  without  disclosing  the  <^P'  ^^' 
fact,  and  with  knowledge  that  the  purchaser  is  a  stranger  to  it, 
and  under  representations  inducing  him  to  buy,  he  acts  fraudu- 
lently and  violates  integrity  and  fair  dealing  (b).  The  same 
rule  applies  te  the  case  where  a  party  pays  money  in  ignorance 
of  circumstances  -with  which  the  receiver  is  acquainted,  and 
does  not  disclose,  and  which,  if  disclosed,  would  have  prevented 
the  payment.  In  that  case  the  parties  do  not  deal  on  equal 
terms,  and  the  money  is  held  to  be  unfairly  obtained  and  may 
be  recovered  back  (c).  So  also  although  a  vendor  is  in  general 
under  no  obligation  to  disclose  the  price  at  which  he  has  himself 
purchased  or  contracted  to  purchase,  the  subject  of  sale(c{)| 
there  may  be  a  fraud  upon  a  purchaser  if  he  misrepresent  the 
price  given  (e). 

So  also,  and  upon  the  same  principle,  there  is  fraud,  if  a  man, 
wishing  to  advance  an  undertaking,  in  which  he  was  interested, 
determines  to  purchase  shares  in  it^  and  another  person  also 
interested  in  the  undertaking,  takes  advantage  of  the  knowledge 
he  possesses  of  the  intention  of  the  former  to  defeat  the  parti- 
cular act,  whereby  he  sought  to  accomplish  his  object,  and  to 
substitute  in  the  place  of  it  a  mode  of  disposing  of  a  portion  of 
his  own  interest  in  the  undertaking  (/). 

Mere  reticence  does  not  amount  to  a  legal  fraud,  however  it  Retioence. 
may  be  viewed  by  moralists.  Either  party  may  be  innocently 
silent  as  to  ground  open  to  both  to  exercise  their  judgment 
upon.  If  the  parties  are  at  arms'  length  neither  of  them  is 
under  any  obligation  to  call  the  attention  of  the  opposite  party 
to  facts  or  circumstances  which  lie  properly  within  his  know- 
ledge, although  he  may  see  that  they  are  not  actually  within 
his  knowledge  (g).  But  a  man  may  by  mere  silence,  without 
active  concealment,  produce  a  false  impression  on  the  mind  of 

(ff)  1  Vea.  9S,   per  Lord  Hard-  (e)  Supra,  p.  48. 

wicke.  (/)   Blake  v.  Mowatt,  21   Beav. 

(c)  Martin  v.  Morgan^  1  Brod  &      614. 

Bing.  289.     See  Heane  y.  Rogers,  9  (jg)  Archhcld  v.  Lot^  Howth,  L.  R. 

R  &  C.  577,  per  Bayley,  J.  Ir.  2  C.  L.  608.     See   Walters  v. 

(d)  Ex  parU  Gover,  1  Ch.  D.  182;  Morgan,  3  D.  F.  &  J.  723. 
Oraig  r.  Philipps,  3  Ch.  D.  733. 
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Obap.  II.  ever^  which  are  latent  (a),  or  circumstanoes  materially  affecting 
Duty  to  dUcioM  the  subject  matter  of  sale  of  which  the  purchaser  has  no  means, 
^6nt  auita,      ^^  ^^  ^q^i  hag  jjot  equal  means,  of  obtaining  knowledge,  must, 

if  known  to  the  seller,  be  disclosed.  Where,  for  instance,  parti- 
culars of  sale  described  the  subject  of  sale  as  a  certain  interest^ 
if  any,  the  vendor  knowing  at  the  time  that  it  was  of  no  value, 
whereas  the  purchaser  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  whether  it 
was  of  any  value  or  not,  the  transaction  was  held  fraudulent  (Q. 
So  also  on  the  sale  of  a  ship,  which  had  a  latent  defect  known 
to  the  seller,  and  which  the  buyer  could  not  by  any  attention 
possibly  discover,  the  seller  was  held  bound  to  disclose  it  (u). 
So  also  where  a  man  sold  an  estate  to  another  knowing  or 
having  reason  to  know  at  the  time,  but  concealing  the  fact  that 
part  of  the  land  was  an  encroachment  upon  a  common  to  which 
he  bad  no  title,  the  sale  was  set  aside  as  having  been  effected 
by  fraud  {x).  So  also  where  a  lessor  of  a  mine  did  not  disclose 
the  fact  that  a  material  portion  of  the  mine  was  under  land 
between  high  and  low  water  mark,  to  which  be  had  no  title,  it 
was  held  a  sufficient  ground  to  set  aside  the  lease  at  the  suit  of 
the  lessee,  who  had  no  means  of  knowing  the  defect  (y).  So  also 
if  one  of  the  parties  to  a  tiunsaction  knows  that  the  solicitor  of 
the  other  party  has  not  disclosed  to  him  some  matter  of  a 
material  nature,  the  concealment  may  be  fraudulent  (^).  So 
also  if  a  creditor  compounds  with  his  debtor  under  a  false 
impression  in  which  the  debtor  knowingly  leaves  him  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  debtor's  estates,  there  is  a  fraud  (a). 

A  vendor,  however,  is  not  bound  to  state  that  the  property 
has  been  recently  valued  at  a  sum  greatly  less  than  the  intended 
purchaser's  money,  or  that  the  tenant  has  complained  of  the 
rent  as  being  excessive  (b). 

Grant  v.  Muntj  Coop.  173  ;  Marget-  287. 

9on  V.  Wrighty  7  Bing.  603  ;  Jennings  (y)  Mostyn  v.   West  Mostyn  ColL 

v.  Braughtan,  5  D.  M.  &  G.  131  ;  Co.,  1  C.  P.  D.  145. 

Eorsfall  v.  Thomasy  I  H.  &  C.  100.  (z)  Solomon  v.  Honywood,  12  W.  R. 

(«)  Mdlish  V.  Motteux,  Peake,  156.  572. 

(0  Smith  V.  Harrison,  26  L.  J.  Ch.  (a)  Vine  v.  MiicheU,  I  Mood.  & 

412.  Rob.  337. 

(it)  MeUishy,  MotteuXyTeeke,  156.  (6)  Abbott  v.  Stoorder,  4  Deg.  &  S. 

(a^  Edwards   v.    M'CUay,  2   Sw.  448,  460. 


MISBEPBESENTATION.  67 

A  vendor  may,  on  the  sale  of  chattels,  expressly  stipulate      Qh^P-  n. 

that  the  buyer  is  to  take  the  chattels  "  with  all  faults."  In  ChattoLi  told 
such  case  it  is  immaterial  how  many  faults  there  are  within  his  fjati." 
knowledge  ;  but  he  may  not  use  any  artifice  to  disguise  them, 
or  to  prevent  the  buyer  from  discovering  them(c).  So  also 
where  animals  are  sold  in  a  market  ''  with  all  faults/'  and  it  is 
expressly  stated  that  no  warranty  will  be  given,  there  is  no 
representation  by  the  vendor  that  they  are  in  the  belief  of  the 
vendor  free  from  disease ;  but  if  he  goes  on  expressly  to  say  in 
addition  that  so  far  as  he  knows  or  believes,  or  has  reason  to 
believe,  that  the  animals  are  free  from  disease,  and  it  can  be 
afterwards  proved  that  to  his  knowledge  the  animals  were 
diseased,  there  is  a  fraudulent  representation  (d). 

But  the  chattel  must  answer  the  description  and  the  circum- 
stances under  which  it  is  sold ;  thus  the  sale  of  a  vessel  described 
as  ''copper  fastened"  to  be  taken  ''with  all  faults,  without 
allowance  for  any  defect  whatsoever,"  was  construed  to  mean 
only  such  defects  as  were  consistent  with  the  description,  and 
not  to  exclude  a  misdescription  in  the  vessel  not  being  "  copper 
fastened,"  which  was  held  to  be  warranted  (e). 

Where,  however,  a  vessel  was  sold  under  the  description  of 
"  teak-built  A  1,"  and  to  be  taken  ^  with  all  faults,  and  without 
any  allowance  for  any  defect  or  error,"  the  additional  stipulation 
against  "error"  was  held  to  extend  to  errors  of  description, 
and  the  seller  was  not  responsible  for  the  ship  not  being  as 
described  (/). 

If  the  defects  are  of  such  a  nature  that  they  cannot  be  dis* 
covered  by  any  attention  whatever  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser, 
the  insertion  of  the  condition  will  not  excuse  the  vendor  from 
disclosing  the  faults  within  his  knowledge  (g). 

A  purchaser  may  by  express  contract  to  take  the  property 
with  the  risk  of  error  in  the  particulars  of  sale  debar  himself 
from  complaining  afterwards  of  error  in  the  particulars.    In  a 

(e)  BaglehoU  v.  Walters,  3  Camp.      240. 
164 ;  Schneider  v.  Heathy  ib.   506,  (/)  Taylor   v.    Sullen,    5    Exch. 

supra,  p.  62.  779. 

(d)  Wordy,  HMs,  4  App.  Ca.  13.  {g)  Sug.  V.  &  P.  333. 

{t)  Shei^ierd  T.  Kain,  5  B.  &  Aid. 

T  2 
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^^P-  P'  case  accordingly  where  it  was  expressly  stated  that  the  pur- 
chaser shall  take  the  property  with  all  risk  of  error  in  the 
particulars,  and  a  representation  is  made  which  is  true  accord- 
ing to  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  him  who  makes  it^  any  error 
is  covered  by  the  express  contract  of  the  purchaser  to  take  the 
property  with  the  risk  of  error  in  the  particulars  (h). 

Caveat  emptor.       The  maxim  caveat    emptor    applies  with  certain  specific 

restrictions  and  qualifications,  both  to  the  title  and  quidity  of 
the  subject  matter  of  sale.  In  the  case  of  real  estate  the 
vendor  must  produce  to  the  purchaser  all  documents  of  title  in 
his  possession  or  power,  and  give  information  of  all  material 
facts  not  apparent  thereon  (i).  Any  charge  upon  the  estate,  or 
right  restrictive  of  the  purchaser's  absolute  enjoyment  of  it, 
and  the  release  of  which  cannot  be  procured  by  the  vendors, 
should  be  stated  ;  or  the  omission  may,  in  many  cases,  render 
the  sale  voidable  by  the  purchaser  (k) ;  e.g.,  a  right  of  sporting 
over  the  estate  (i),  a  right  of  common  every  third  year  (m),  a 
right'  to  dig  for  mines  (n),  a  liability  to  repair  the  church 
chancel  (o),  or  any  other  right  or  liability  which  cannot  fairly 
admit  of  compensation  {p)y  or  would  render  the  estate  different 
in  substance  from  what  the  purchaser  was  justified  in  believing 
it  to  be  (g),  would,  if  undisclosed,  have  that  effect  (r). 

A  vendor  need  not,  however,  direct  attention  to  defects,  &c., 
apparent  on  the  title-deeds  («),  or  to  any  matter  of  which  the 
purchaser  has  actual  or  constructive  notice  (t).  But  if  the  seller 
be  informed  by  the  purchaser  of  his  object  in  buying,  and  the 
lease  contains  covenants  which  defeat  that  object,  mere  silence 
is  fraudulent  concealment  (u).  If  there  has  been  no  fraudulent 
concealment  on  the  part  of  the  seller,  but  the  title  turns  out  to 


Disclosure  on 
sale  of  resU 
estate. 


(h)  BrownLie  v,  CamjiheU,  5  App. 
Ca.  931. 

(i)  Edwards  v.  M^Cleay,  Coop. 
308  ;  Dart,  V.  &  P.  95. 

(k)  Dart,  V.  &  P.  lia 

(I)  BumeU  v.  Brovon,  1  J.  &  W. 
172. 

(m)  Gibson  v.  Spurrier^  Pea.  Ad. 
C.  50. 

(n)  Seaman  v.  Vatc>drey,l6  Ves.  390. 


(o)  ForUblow  v.  Shirley^  dted  2  Sw. 
223. 

(p)  Dart,  V.  &  P.  116. 

{q)  Supra,  pp.  22 — 24. 

(r)  See,  further,  Dart,  V.  &  P.  117, 
118. 

(«)  Sug.  V.  &  P.  8. 

(0  Dart,  V.  &  P.  95,  119. 

(m)  Flight  V.  Barton,  3  M.  &  E. 
282. 
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be  defective,  the  rule  caveat  emptor  applies,  and  the  purchaser      ^p-^* 
has  no  remedy,  unless  he  take  a  special  covenant  or  warranty  {x). 
A  seller  selling  in  good  faith,  is  not  responsible  for  the  goodness 
of  the  title  beyond  the  extent  of  his  covenants  {y). 

There  is  no  implied  warranty  on  a  demise  of  real  or  leasehold 
property,  that  it  is  fit  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  taken  (z). 
The  purchaser  takes  the  risk  of  its  quality  and  condition,  unlessr 
he  protects  himself  by  an  express  agreement  on  the  subject  (a). 
But  in  the  letting  of  a  furnished  house  there  is  an  implied  con- 
dition that  it  shall  be  in  a  good  and  tenantable  condition,  and 
reasonably  fit  for  human  occupation  from  the  day  on  which  the 
tenancy  is  to  begin  (6).  There  is,  however,  no  implied  duty 
cast  on  the  owner  of  a  house  in  a  ruinous  and  unsafe  condition 
to  inform  a  proposed  tenant,  that  it  is  unfit  for  habitation,  nor 
will  an  action  of  deceit  lie  against  him  for  omitting  to  disclose 
the  fact  (c) ;  but  a  seller  must  not,  during  a  treaty  for,  or  while 
intending  a  sale,  endeavour  to  conceal  a  defect,  or  to  divert  a 
purchaser's  attention  from  it  (d). 

In  the  case  of  a  sale  of  goods  and  chattels,  the  rule  caveat  Ca^e&t  emptor 

in  the  case  of  ft 

emptor  applies  to  the  title,  imless  the  seller  knows  that  he  has  sale  of  goods. 
no  title  and  conceals  the  fact,  or  unless  the  surrounding  circum- 
stancesof  the  case  are  such  that  a  warranty  may  be  implied  (e).  In 
the  ordinary  case,  for  instance,  of  the  sale  of  goods  in  a  shop,  there 
is  a  warranty  of  title,  for  the  seller,  by  the  very  act  of  selling, 
holds  himself  out  to  the  buyer  that  he  is  the  owner  of  the 
articles  he  offers  for  sale  (/).  If,,  however,  the  surrounding  cir- 
cumstances are  such  that  the  seller  must  be  taken  to  be  merely 


(x)  ParJdruon  v.  Lee^  2  East,  323, 
per  Lawrence,  J. ;  Stephms  v.  Afe- 
dina^  4  Q.  B.  428,  Broom,  Leg.  Max. 
773. 

(y)  See  Bree  v.  H6U>ech,  BongL 
655. 

(z)  Sutton  V.  Temple,  12  M.  &  W. 
62  ;  HaH  v.  IFindsor,  12  M.  &  W. 
68  ;  Keates  v.  Cadogan,  10  C.  B. 
591  ;  Chappell  v.  Gregory,  34  Beav. 
25a 

(a)  Ison  V.  Gorton,  5  Bing.  N.  C. 
501 ;  Surplice  v.  Farmtworth,  7  M.  & 


G.  576. 

(6)  Smith  V.  Marrahle,  11  M.  & 
W.  5 ;  JViUon  y.  Finoh  Hatton^  2 
Exch.  D.  336. . 

(c)  Keates  v.  Cadogan,  10  C.  B. 
691. 

(d)  Dart,  V.  &  P.  92. 

(e)  Morleyy,Attenborough,3'Exc}i, 
600 ;  Hall  v.  Conder,  2  C.  B.  N.  S. 
40;  EichholtzY,  Bannister,  17  C.  B. 
N.  S.  708. 

(/)  EidUioltzY.  BannisUr,  17  C.  B. 
N.  S.  708. 
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caiap.  n.      selliDg  such  a  title  as  be  has  himself  in  the  goods,  the  maxim 
applies,  and  there  is  no  warranty  of  title  (g). 

When,  for  example,  a  pawnbroker  sold  an  article  by  auction 
as  a  forfeited  pledge  he  was  held  to  affirm  only  that  the  article 
had  been  pledged  to  him  and  was  irredeemable  and  his  warranty 
was  limited  to  that  effect  {h).  So  also  a  sale  of  goods  seized 
imder  an  execution  was  held  to  import  no  warranty  of  title  (i). 

The  question  as  to  the  application  of  the  maxim  caveat  emptor 
on  the  sale  of  goods  in  respect  to  the  quality  of  the  goods,  was 
very  fully  considered  by  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in  Jones  v» 
Jvst  (k).  The  cases  on  the  subject  were  distinguished  as  falling 
under  five  different  heads, 

"  Istly.  Where  goods  are  in  esse,  and  may  be  inspected  by 
the  buyer,  and  there  is  no  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  seller,  the 
maxim  caveai  emptor  applies,  even  though  the  defect  is  latent, 
and  not  discoverable  on  examination,  at  least  where  the  seller  is 
neither  the  manufacturer  nor  the  grower  {[).  The  buyer,  in 
such  case,  has  the  opportunity  of  exercising  his  judgment  upon 
the  matter ;  and  if  the  result  of  the  inspection  be  unsatisfactory, 
or  if  he  distrusts  his  own  judgment,  he  may,  if  he  chooses,  re- 
quire a  warranty.  In  such  a  case  it  is  not  an  implied  term  of 
the  conti*act  of  sale  that  the  goods  are  of  any  particular  quality, 
or  are  merchantable  (m). 

"  2ndly.  Where  there  is  a  sale  of  a  definite  existing  chattel 
specifically  described,  the  actual  condition  of  which  is  capable 
of  being  ascertained  by  either  party,  there  is  no  implied 
warranty  (n), 

*'  Srdly.  Where  a  known  described  and  defined  article  is 
ordered  of  a  manufacturer,  although  it  is  stated  to  be  required 
by  the  purchaser  for  a  particular  purpose,  still  if  the  known  de- 
scribed and  defined  thing  be  actually  supplied,  there  is  no  war- 


(g)  Morleyy,  AttenboroughtS'Exch.         (i)  Chapman  v.  Speller,  14  Q.  B. 

500  ;  Hall  v.  dmder,  2  C.  B.  N.  S.  621. 

22  ;  Sima  v.  Marryatt,  17  Q.  B.  291  ;         (k)  L.  R.  3  Q.  B.  197,  202. 
BagueUy  v.  Hawley,  L.  R.  2  C.  P.  (Q  Farkifisan  v.  Lee,  2  East,  314. 

629.  (m)  Emmerton  v.  Matthews,  7  H. 

(h)  Morleyy,AUenhor(mgh,3Exciu  &  N.  586,  31  L.  J.  Exch.  139. 
500.  (n)  Barr  v.  Gibem,  3  M.  &  W.  390. 
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ranty  that  it  shall  answer  the  particular  purpose  intended  by Chap,  it. 

the  buyer  (o). 

''  4thly.  Where  a  manufacturer  or  dealer  contracts  to  supply 
an  article  which  he  manufactures  or  produces^  or  in  which  he 
deals,  to  be  applied  to  a  particular  purpose,  so  that  the  buyer 
necessarily  trusts  to  the  judgment  or  skill  of  the  manufacturer 
or  dealer,  there  is  in  that  case  an  implied  term  or  warranty 
that  it  shall  be  reasonably  fit  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  to 
be  api^ed  (p).  In  such  a  case  the  buyer  trusts  to  the  manu- 
facturer or  dealer,  and  relies  upon  his  judgment  and  not  upon 
his  own« 

**  5thly.  Where  a  manufacturer  undertakes  to  supply  goods 
manufeu^ured  by  himself,  or  in  which  he  deals,  but  which  the 
vendee  has  not  had  the  opportunity  of  inspecting,  it  is  an  im- 
plied term  in  the  contract  that  he  shall  supply  a  merchantable 
article  (q).  So,  also,  on  a  sale  by  a  merchant  to  a  merchant  or 
dealer  who  has  had  no  opportunity  of  inspection,  there  is  an 
implied  warranty  that  the  article  shall  be  reasonably  tit  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  supplied  (r).  In  every  contract  to  sup- 
ply goods  of  a  specified  description  which  the  buyer  has  no  op- 
portunity of  inspecting,  the  goods  must  not  only  in  &ct  answer 
the  specific  description,  but  must  also  be  saleable  and  merchant- 
able under  that  description  "  («). 

On  the  sale  of  a  specific  article,  unless  there  be  a  warranty 
making  it  part  of  the  bargain  that  it  possesses  some  particular 
quality,  the  purchaser  must  take  the  article  he  has  bought, 
though  it  does  not  possess  that  quality.  Even  if  the 
vendor  was  award  that  the  purchaser  thought  the  article 
possessed  that  quality  and  would  not  have  entered  into  the  con- 
tract unless  he  had  so  thought,  still  the  purchaser  is  bound, 
unless  the  vendor  was  guilty  of  some  fraud  or  deceit  upon  him, 

(o)  Chanter  v.  Hopkins^  4  M.  &  W.  {q)  Laing  y.  Fidgeon^  4  Gamp.  169 ; 

309  ;    OlHvarU  y.  Baylty,  6  Q.  R  6  Taunt  108 ;  Shepherd  v.  Pybus^  3 

288  ;  Wilatm  v.  DunvilUy  4  L.  R.  I.  M  &  G.  86a 

256.  (r)  Bigge  v.  Parhiruony  7  IL  &  N. 

(p)  Brwm  V.  EdgingUm,  2  M.  &  955,  31  L.  J.  Exch.  301. 

G.  279 ;  J<mes  v.  Wright,  5  Bing.  (»)  J<me$  v.  J  Mi,  L.  R.  3  Q.  B. 

533  ;  RandaU  v.  Nemm,  2  Q.  B.  D.  197. 
102. 
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C?hap.  11.  and  a  mere  al>8tmenoe  from  disabusing  the  purchaser  of  that  im- 
pression is  not  fraud  or  deceit,  for  whatever  may  be  the  case  in  a 
court  of  morals,  there  is  no  legal  obligation  on  the  vendor  to  inform 
the  purchaser  that  he  is  under  a  mistake,  not  induced  by  the  act 
of  the  vendor.  When  a  specific  lot  of  goods  is  sold  by  sample  which 
the  purchaser  inspects  instead  of  the  bulk,  the  law  is  exactly  the 
same  if  the  sample  truly  represents  the  bulk  (Q.  In  the  sale 
of  goods  by  sample,  the  vendor  warrants  the  quality  of  the  bulk 
to  be  equal  to  that  of  the  sample  (u) :  but  the  sample  must 
be  free  from  auy  secret  defect  of  manufacture,  not  discoverable 
on  inspection  and  unknown  to  both  parties  (x).  When  goods 
are  sold  by  sample,  the  implied  warranty  of  merchantable 
quality  is  excluded  only  with  respect  to  such  matter  as  could 
be  judged  of  by  the  sample  (y). 

The  rule  caveat  emptor  renders  it  lawful  for  a  man  holdiug 
shares  in  an  insolvent  company  to  sell  them  to  any  one  willing 
to  buy  them,  and  in  the  absence  of  misrepresentation  by  the 
sellier,  the  buyer  is  apparently  without  any  remedy  against 
him  (z). 
Omission  of  The  mere  omission  of  a  purchaser  of  property  to  disclose  his 

doTO  ij^Tencjy!  insolvency  to  the  vendor,  is  not  a  fraud  for  which  the  sale  may 

be  avoided.  If  no  inquiries  are  made,  and  the  vendee  makes 
no  false  statements,  nor  resorts  to  any  artifice  or  contrivance  for 
the  purpose  of  misleading  the  vendor,  it  is  not  in  general  fraudu- 
lent in  him  to  remain  silent  as  to  his  pecuniary  condition  (a). 
An  honest  though  abortive  purpose  to  continue  in  business 
and  pay  for  the  goods,  is  consistent  with  the  vendee's  knowledge 
of  his  own  insolvency.  But  there  may  be  circumstances  under 
which  the  concealment  of  a  material  and  sudden  change  in 
the  circumstances  of  a  purchaser  which  he  has  reason  to  sup- 
pose to  be  unknown  to  a  vendor,  may  amount  to  a  fraud  (6). 


Caveat  emptor 
in  case  of  sale 
of  shares. 


(t)  Smith  V.  Hughes,  L.  R  6  Q.  B. 
607,  per  Lord  Blackburn, 
(u)  Parker  v.  Palmer,  4  B.  &  Aid. 

387. 

{x)  EeiWuth  v.  Hiekson,  L.  R.  7  C. 
P.  438. 

{y)  Mody  v.  Grayj  ib.,  4  Exch.  52. 

(z)  See  Bem/rey  v.  Butler,  El.,  BL, 


&  El.  887  ;  Stray  v.  RvMeU,  1  El.  & 
EL  888. 

(a)  Ex  parte  WhUtaker^  10  Ch. 
449. 

(6)  Nichols  T.  Pinner,  4  Smith 
(Amer.),  295  ;  Brown  v.  MovUgomery, 
6  Smith  (Amer.),  287  ;  Talcott  v. 
Henderson,  27  Amer.  R.  501. 
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A  dealer,  for  instance,  who  has  been  of  known  standing,  but  has  ^^P'  ^ 
suddenly  failed  in  business,  cannot  go  to  those  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  his  former  position,  but  have  not  heard  of  his 
failure,  and  innocently  purchase  propei'ty  on  credit  (c).  So,  also, 
there  is  fraud  if  a  vendee  obtain  goods  upon  credit,  with  a  pre- 
conceived fraudulent  design  not  to  pay  for  them  (d). 

The  same  rules  as  to  false  and  deceptive  statements,  which  Miareprescnta- 

'  ,       ,    ,  ,      tioD  and  con- 

are  applicable  to  contracts  between  individuals,  are  also  applic-  oeaiment  bj 

able  to  contracts  between  an  individual  and  a  company.  No  ~™P*^^ 
misstatement  or  concealment  of  any  material  fact  or  circum- 
stances ought  to  be  permitted  in  a  prospectus  to  invite  persons 
to  become  shareholders  in  a  projected  company.  The  public 
who  are  invited  by  a  prospectus  to  join  in  any  new  adventure, 
ought  to  have  the  same  opportunity  of  judging  of  everything 
which  has  a  material  beaiing  on  its  true  character,  as  the  pro- 
moters themselves  possess.  The  promoters  of  companies,  who 
invite  persons  to  take  shares  on  the  faith  of  representations 
contained  in  prospectuses,  are  bound  to  state  everything  with 
strict  and  scrupulous  accuracy,  and  not  only  to  abstain  from 
stating  as  a  fact  that  which  is  not  so,  but  to  omit  no  one  fact 
within  their  knowledge,  the  existence  of  which  might  in  any  way 
affect  the  nature,  or  extent,  or  quality  of  the  privilege  or  advan- 
tage which  the  prospectus  holds  out  as  an  inducement  to  take 
shares.  It  cannot,  be  too  strongly  impressed  upon  those  who, 
having  projected  an  undertaking,  are  desirous  of  obtaining  the 
co-operation  of  persons  who  have  no  other  information  on  the 
subject  than  that  which  they  choose  to  convey,  that  the  utmost 
candour  and  honesty  ought  to  characterise  their  published  state- 
ments (e).  It  is  not  merely  by  one  or  two  statements  in  the 
prospectus  which  are  not  borne  out  by  the  facts,  that  the  matter 
ought  to  be  tried,  but  by  the  combined  effect  of  them  all,  pro- 

(c)  Brown  v.  MtyiUgom&ry,  6  Smith  Co.  v.  Muggeridge,  1  Dr.  &  Sm.  381, 
(Amer.),  287-  382 ;  Re  Reese  River  Silver  Mining 

(d)  NobU  V.  Admnsy  7  Taunt  59  ;  Co.,  Smith's  Case,  2  Ch.  609  ;  Central 
Load  V.  Grem,  15  M.  &  W.  216  ;  JSx  Railway  Co.  of  Venezuela  v.  Kisch,  2 
forU  IVhittaker,  10  Ch.  449,  per  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  113,  114  ;  Bagnall 
Mellish,  L.  J.  v.  Carlton,  6  Ch.  D.  383. 

(e)  New  Brunswick,  dec,  Railway 
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caiap.  n.  ducing  a  result  which  would  have  misled  any  person  who  took 
shares  on  the  faith  of  the  prospectus  (/).  Though  certwn 
statements  or  suppressions  standing  alone^  might  not  be  suflEicient 
ground  to  give  a  man  a  right  to  have  a  transaction  set  aside,  yet 
another  part  of  the  case  may  lead  to  a  different  conclusion,  and 
reflect  upon  the  general  fairness  of  the  prospectus,  even  in  those 
particulars  {g). 

There  is  a  material  distinction  between  the  employment  of 
words  in  a  prospectus  which  can  only  bear  one  meaning  and  of 
those  which  are  equivocal  and  which  different  persons  may  in- 
terpret differently.  In  the  latter  case  no  prudent  person  would 
act  upon  his  own  construction  without  some  inquiry.  In  con- 
struing a  prospectus  the  preliminary  character  of  the  document 
must  alwajrs  be  taken  into  consideration.  A  prospectus  is  in- 
tended to  usher  a  company  into  existence  and  not  to  describe 
its  actual  formation.  This  ought  always  to  be  borne  in  mind 
when  a  construction  is  required  to  be  put  upon  the  language  of 
a  prospectus,  and  unless  it  distinctly  points  to  what  is  actually 
existing  at  the  time,  it  must  be  taken  to  represent  what  will  be 
the  state  of  things  when  the  company  is  completely  formed  (&). 

If  persons  publishing  a  prospectus  use  such  careless  language 
that  their  statements  literally  read  are  untrue,  although  this 
literal  sense  is  different  from  what  they  intended,  this  amotmts 
to  a  misrepresentation  for  which  they  may  be  liable  to  any  one 
who  is  deceived  or  misled  by  it  (^). 

The  absence  of  any  intention  to  deceive  will  not  relieve 
directors  of  a  company  who  have  concealed  a  material  fact  in 
the  prospectus  of  a  company  from  the  consequences.  If  the 
fact  is  material,  and  one  which  ought  to  have  been  disclosed,  it 
is  immaterial  that  the  directors  may  have  had  a  sincere  and 
honest  belief  in  the  probable  success  of  the  company.  The  con- 
cealment is  in  law  a  false  representation,  and  the  belief  of  the 
directors  who  make  the  representation,  and  by  so  doing  induce 
a  man  to  take  shares  in  the  company,  that  the  concern  will  be  a 

(/)  CknJbral  Radlway  Co.  •/  Ven&-         (g)  lb.  117. 
mda  v.  Kisch,  2  £.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  (h)  Hallotos  v.  Fernie^  3  Ch.  475. 

125.  (i)  lb.  476. 
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suocessful  one,  will  not  exonerate  them  from  their  liability  to      ^^^'^  ^^ 
indemnify  any  person  who  takes  shares  from  the  company  on 
the  faith  of  the  prospectus  against  any  loss  which  may  be 
occasioned  to  him  by  reason  of  such  concealment  Qe). 

If  a  person  purchases  shares  in  a  company  upon  the  faith  of 
a  pioBpectus.  and  is  referred  to  any  document  which  wiU  show 
the  untruth  or  inaccuracy  of  any  of  its  statements,  and  chooses 
not  to  make  use  of  his  means  of  knowledge,  but  to  continue  in  a 
state  of  wilful  ignorance  of  the  facts,  he  cannot  afterwards  be 
heard  to  complain  that  he  has  been  deceived  by  the  alleged 
misstatements  (Q.  In  considering,  moreover,  the  question  of 
knowledge  or  means  of  knowledge  of  a  person^  it  is  important  to 
see  whether  he  was  a  person  likely,  through  inexperience,  to  be 
misled  by  a  prospectus,  or  to  place  implicit  reliance  upon  all  it 
contains  (m).  Where  the  prospectus  of  a  company  contained  a 
material  misrepresentation,  at  the  same  time  stating  that  reports 
and  plans  might  be  inspected  and  further  information  obtained 
at  the  office  of  the  company,  it  was  held  that  the  neglect  of  a 
shareholder  to  use  these  means  was  no  answer  to  his  claim  to 
be  relieved  from  the  contract  (n). 

If  it  appear  that  the  authors  of  the  prospectus  have  engaged 
in  a  transaction  by  which  the  funds  of  the  company  were  to  be 
appUed  to  a  purpose  not  disclosed  by  the  prospectus,  and  which 
they  had  a  direct  interest  in  concealing  from  those  who  are 
invited  to  embark  in  the  undertaking,  and  to  whom  it  is  most 
material  that  they  should  know  the  whole  truth  respecting  the 
engagement,  there  is  a  departure  from  that  good  faith  which 
courts  of  justice  require  (o).  So,  also,  whero  the  prospectus  of 
a  company  issued  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  persons  to  take 
shares,  and  stating  the  object  of  the  company  to  be  to  purcliase 
the  business  of  a  firm  without  disclosing  the  fact  that  the  firm 
was  then  insolvent,  it  was  held  to  be  fraudulent  as  against 
persons  contracting  to  take  shares  in  the  company  (p), 

(k)  Peek  v.  Gumey,  13  £q.  79.  (o)  Bagnall  v.  CarUotij  6  Ch.  D. 

(0  HaUouft  V.  Femie,  3  Ch.  477.  384. 

(m)  lb.  (p)  OaJees  v.  Turquand,  2  E.  &  I. 

(n)  CefUral  Ba/Uvoay  of  Venauela  App.  Ca.  326  ;  Peek  v.  Gumeyy  6  E. 

▼.  Kuch,  2  K  &  J.  App.  Ca.  99.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  377. 
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Chap.  IL  When  the  objects  of  a  company,  as  set  out  in  the  memorandum 

of  association,  go  far  beyond  what  was  indicated  in  the  prospectus, 

on  the  faith  of  which  a  man  applied  for  and  obtained  shares,  he 

is,  unless  barred  by  laches  or  acquiescence,  entitled,  on  discover- 

iug  the  difference,  to  have  his  name  removed  from  the  list  of 

shareholders  of  the  company  (g).    A  mere  difference  in  the 

language  of  the  prospectus  and  the  memorandum  will  not 

relieve  him  from  his  liability.     The  question  would  be  whether 

the  obligations  incurred  under  the  two  documents  were  sub- 

stantiiUly  different  (r). 

Materiality  of         A  prospectus  Stating  that  more  than  half  the  proposed  capital 

tationln'pTOh"    ^ad  been  subscribed  for,  when,  in  fact,  it  had  been  merely 

spectua.  agreed  to  be  subscribed  by  an  agent  of  the  company  under  an 

arrangement  that  it  should  be  allotted  to  future  applicants 
without  any  liability  on  his  part,  was  held  to  be  a  fraudulent 
representation  entitling  an  allottee  to  repudiate  his  shares  (s). 
So,  also,  a  prospectus  of  a  company  stating  the  object  to  be  to 
construct  a  railway  under  a  concession  granted  by  a  foreign 
state  without  disclosing  the  fact  that  the  concession  was  in  fact 
to  be  purchased  from  other  parties  for  a  large  sum  in  reduction 
of  the  stated  capital  of  the  company,  was  held  to  be  fraudulent ; 
and  the  same  prospectus  was  held  to  be  fraudulent  in  statiog 
contrary  to  the  fact,  that  a  contract  had  been  made  for  the 
required  works  "  at  a  price  considerably  within  the  available 
capital "  {t). 

So,  also,  a  representation  in  a  prospectus  that  the  directors 
had  taken  a  large  number  of  shares,  or  that  a  certain  number 
of  shares  or  a  certain  amount  had  been  subscribed  for,  is,  if  false, 
a  material  misrepresentation,  and  entitles  an  allottee  of  shares 
to  rescind  his  contract  (u).  So,  also,  a  statement  in  a  pro- 
spectus of  a  company  that  certain  persons  have  agreed  to  become 
directors,  may  be,  if  false,  a  material  misrepresentation  (x).   On 

(q)  Doumet  v.  Ship,  3  E.  &  I.  App.  (u)  Kent  v.  Freehold  Land,  <fec.,  Co, 

Ca.  343.  4  Eq.  599,  3  Ch.  493  ;  Henderson  v. 

(r)  lb.  Lacon,  5  Eq.  257.     See  Moore  and 

{s)  Ross  V.  Estata  Investment  Co,,  De  la  T(yrre*s  Case,  18  Eq.  661. 
3  Oh.  682.  (x)  Blokes    Case,  34  Beav.  642  ; 

(t)  Central  Railway  of  Venezuela  v.  Anderson^ s  Case,  17  Ch.  D.  373.     See 

Kisch,  2  £.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  99.  HaUows  v.  Femie,  d  0h.  472. 
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the  other  hand,  the  non-disclosure  of  the  fact  that  a  contractor  Chap.  IT. 
of  the  company  had  agreed  to  give  a  director  of  the  company  a 
laige  amount  of  paid-up  shares,  was  held  to  be  not  material  {y). 
So,  also,  the  non-disclosure  in  the  prospectus  of  a  proposed 
company  of  the  fact  that  the  directors  had  allotted  to  themselves 
a  large  number  of  sharas,  and  that  they  had  entered  into  an 
arrangement  with  an  engineer,  which,  as  alleged,  was  very 
beneficial  to  him  but  detrimental  to  the  company,  was  held  to 
be  immaterial  to  the  contract  of  a  person  who  was  induced  by 
the  prospectus  to  apply  for  shares  {z). 

The  Companies  Act,  1867,  30  &  31  Vict.  c.  131,  s.  38,  enacts  CompanieB  Act^ 
that  every  prospectus  of  a  company,  and  every  notice  inviting  ' 
persons  to  subscribe  for  shares  in  any  joint  stock  company,  shall 
specify  the  dates  and  the  names  of  the  parties  to  any  contract 
entered  into  by  the  company  or  the  promoters,  directors,  or  trustees 
thereof  before  the  issue  of  such  prospectus  or  notice,  whether 
subject  to  adoption  by  the  directors,  or  the  company,  or  other- 
wise; and  that  any  prospectus  or  notice  not  specifying  the 
same  shall  be  deemed  fraudulent  on  the  part  of  the  promoters, 
directors,  and  officers  of  the  company,  knowingly  issuing  the 
same,  as  regards  any  persons  taking  shares  in  the  company  on 
the  faith  of  such  prospectus,  unless  be  shall  have  had  notice  of 
such  contract  (a). 

There  has  been  much  difference  of  opinion  among  judges  aa 

to  the  meaning  of  the  language  of  the  section.  Lord  Bramwell 
is  of  opinion  that  the  contracts  therein  mentioned  must  be 
limited  to  those  which  bind  the  company,  or  which  may  be 
adopted  or  assumed  by  the  company,  and  so  affect  it  when 
formed,  and  that  if  it  was  intended  that  intending  shareholders 
should  be  guided  by  information  given  in  the  prospectus  as  to 
the  previous  history  of  the  company,  its  promoters,  and  the 
subject  of  its  intended  operations,  no  reason  can  be  given  why 
contracts  only  were  to  be  stated  (&),  Lord  Blackburn  and  Lord 
Justice  Baggallay  are  of  opinion  that  all  contracts  which  would 

(y)  Heyman  v.  European  Central  (a)  See  Arkwright  v.  Newbold,  17 

RaUway  Co.,  7  Eq.  154.  Ch.  D.  302. 

(a)  Fulsford  v.  Rickards^  17  Beav.  (6)  SvUlivan  v.  Mitcalfe,  5  C.  P.  D» 

87.                      ,.  465. 
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Chap,  n.  assist  a  person  in  determining  whether  he  would  become  a 
shareholder,  though  not  subject  to  adoption  by  the  directors  of 
the  company,  come  within  the  description  of  contracts  therein 
specified  (c).  C!hief  Justice  Cockbum  was  of  opinion  that  the 
clause  was  intended  to  protect  the  shareholder  against  the 
deceptions  too  often  practised  in  the  creation  of  companies  by 
insuring  him  full  information  as  to  all  the  material  circumstances 
attending  the  formation  of  the  company  he  is  invited  to  join 
antecedently  to  the  issuing  of  the  prospectus  (d).  Lord  Justice 
Thesiger  was  of  opinion  that  every  contract  relative  to  the 
formation  of  the  company,  or  to  its  capital,  property,  or  business 
when  formed,  or  to  the  position,  pecuniary  or  otherwise,  in 
regard  to  the  company  or  its  promoters  or  vendor,  of  the  directors 
or  other  officers  of  the  company,  and  which  is  material  to  be 
made  known  to  persons  invited  to  take  shares  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  form  a  judgment  as  to  the  policy  of  so  doing,  is  a 
contract  within  the  meaning  of  sect.  38,  and  as  such  must  be 
disclosed  under  the  circumstances  and  to  the  extent  which  the 
section  points  out,  provided  that  one  of  the  parties  to  it  is  at  its 
date  or  subsequently  becomes  a  promoter,  director,  or  trustee 
of  the  company  (e).  Chief  Baron  Kelly  was  of  opinion  that  a 
contract  to  be  within  the  meaning  of  the  clause  must  have  been 
made  with  the  company  if  it  has  been  formed,  and,  if  not,  with 
the  promoters  or  directors,  or  the  trustees  representing  or  pur- 
porting to  act  on  behalf  of  the  future  company,  and  with  the 
intent  that  the  company,  when  formed,  shall  execute  a  corre- 
sponding contract,  and  so  in  effect  ratify  the  act  done  by  the 
promoters  or  other  body  of  persons  mentioned  before  its 
formation ;  that  it  must  also  be  such  as  to  impose  or  be  intended 
to  impose  a  burden,  or  obligation,  or  a  loss,  or  a  liability  upon 
the  company  which  would  affect  the  value  of  the  shares  in  the 
hands  of  a  purchaser.  It  seemed  to  him  likewise  that  no 
contract  between  one  promoter  and  another  or  by  and  between 
any  person  or  persons,  and  to  which  neither  the  company  nor 
one  of  the  three  bodies  of  persons  mentioned  in  the  clause  are 

(c)  lb. ;  Charlton  v.  Hay,  31  L.  T.      469. 

N.  S.  437.  («)  SulHvan  v.  Mitcalfe,  5  C.  P 

(d)  Tiuycron  v.  Grant,  2  C.  P.  D.      D.  466. 
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parties  can  be  brought  within  its  operation  (/).  Lord  Justice  Chap,  n. 
Brett  is  of  opinion  that  the  clause  was  intended  to  insure  the 
disclosure  of  anything  which  might  reasonably  have  an  effect  on 
the  mind  of  an  intended  subscriber  for  shares  as  to  whether  he 
should  trust  the  representations  made  to  him  and  become  a 
shareholder.  Lord  Coleridge  and  Lord  Justice  Lindley  are  of 
opinion  that  all  contracts  must  be  disclosed  which  are  calculated 
to  influence  persons  reading  a  prospectus  in  making  up  their 
minds  whether  or  not  they  will  apply  for  shares  in  it ;  and  that 
any  construction  of  the  Act  which  would  exclude  from  its 
operation  a  contract  entered  into  by  a  promoter  before  the 
prospectus  was  published,  and  affecting  his  own  payment  out  of 
the  funds  of  the  company,  or  the  property  of  the  company,  or 
the  manipulation  of  its  shares,  or  the  independence  of  its 
directors  would  be  too  narrow  a  construction,  and  ought  not  to 
be  adopted  (g). 

In  SuUi/van  v.  Metcalfe  (h),  B.  and  C.  being  possessed  of  a 
patent,  agreed  to  sell  it  for  56,00O{.,  but,  by  a  series  of  contracts, 
it  was  arranged  that  only  2,000^.  out  of  that  sum  should  be 
retained  by  them  for  their  own  use,  and  that  64,0002.  should  be 
divided  between  the  promoters  of  the  company.  The  prospectus 
issued  on  behalf  of  the  company  did  not  mention  the  contracts 
relating  to  the  disposal  of  the  purchase-money  of  the  patent 
The  defendants  were  promoters  and  directors  of  the  company. 
The  plaintiff  subscribed  for  shares,  but  he  afterwards  sued  de- 
fendants to  recover  the  price  of  the  shares  subscribed  for  by 
him.  It  was  held  upon  demurrer  by  Lords  Justices  Baggallay 
and  Thesiger  (Lord  Bramwell  dissenting)  that  the  contracts  as 
to  the  disposal  of  the  purchase-money  of  the  patent  ought  to 
have  been  specified  in  the  prospectus  pursuant  to  sect  38,  and 
that  the  defendants  were  liable  to  the  plaintiff  for  the  price  of 
his  shares.  So,  also,  in  Jwry  v.  Stoker  (i),  J.  being  owner  of  mills 
in  Cork  subject  to  a  mortgage  for  3,0002.,  and  indebted  to  a 
bank  for  5,0002.,  with  a  view  of  forming  a  company  to  purchase 


(/)  Tvyeron  v.  GrarUy  2  0.  P.  D.      I.  397. 
469.  (h)  6  C.  P.  D.  406. 

(g)  lb.  See  Jury  y.Siohr^  9  L.  R.         (t)  9  L.  R.  I.  397. 
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^^P'  ^'  and  cany  on  the  business  of  mills,  contracted  with  S.  and 
another,  merchants  of  influence  and  position,  to  allow  their 
names  to  be  put  forward  as  directors  in  consideration  of  150 
paid-up  shares  of  the  company  to  S.  and  100  to  the  other.  A 
deed  was  executed  between  trustees  for  the  bank  (who  had 
agreed  to  purchase  the  mortgage),  J.  and  S.  and  C.  as  trustees 
for  the  projected  company,  whereby  the  trustees  for  the  bank 
agreed  to  sell  and  convey  the  mill  premises  to  the  company 
when  formed  for  8,000Z.  to  be  paid  by  debentures  of  the 
company,  and  that  J.,  on  the  formation  of  the  company,  should 
assign  to  it  all  his  stock  in  trade,  book  debts,  &c.,  and  all  his 
interest  in  the  mill  premises  in  consideration  of  2,500  paid-up 

* 

shares  of  5L  each.  The  company  was  formed,  and  J.  and  S» 
were  two  of  the  directors,  and  the  articles  of  association  declared 
the  above  agreement  binding  on  the  company,  and  directed  the 
allotment  of  2,500  paid-up  shares  to  J.  for  the  purchase  of  the 
goodwill  and  stock  in  trade.  The  prospectus  stated  that  the 
company  had  acquired  "the  very  valuable  concern — ^viz.,  the 
mill  premises,  goodwill,  &c.-— on  exceptionally  favourable  terms 
—viz.,  for  the  small  sum  of  8,000Z.  payable  in  debentures,  &C.9 
and  1,000  paid-up  shares,  in  addition  to  which  the  vendor  will 
purchase  1,500  shares  fully  paid-up,  thus  putting  a  cash  capital 
of  .7,500Z.  into  the  concern."  The  company  being  wound  up,  an 
action  was  brought  by  a  shareholder  against  J.  and  S.  for 
damages  for  a  false  representation  in  the  prospectus  as  to  the 
capital  of  the  company,  and  for  the  suppression  of  the  contract 
between  J.  and  S.,  under  which  S.  became  a  director ;  and  it  was 
held  that  the  suppression  was  fraudulent  under  sect.  38.  Sir 
Edward  Sullivan,  M.R.,  agreed  with  Lords  Justices  Baggallay 
and  Thesiger  as  to  the  construction  of  sect.  38,  and  said  :  "  The 
contract  here  made  was  between  Stoker,  who  assumed  the 
character  of  a  trustee  for  the  company,  and  Jackson,  who  was 
the  real  promoter  of  the  company.  1  entertain  no  doubt  that 
the  plaintiff  knew  nothing  of  that  contract,  and  as  little  doubt 
that,  if  he  had  known  Stoker  had  got  7501.  for  allowing  himself 
to  be  named  as  director  of  the  company,  he  would  have  hesitated 
before  he  advanced  his  money  in  a  concern  which  could  bring 
nothing  but  danger  and  loss  to  him.     But  that  is  not  the  point. 
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The  question  is,  was  this  contract  a  thing  which  a  man  who  was      Clup.  11. 
about  to  subscribe  his  money  to  the  concern  ought  to  have 
known  ?    I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  waB,  and  that  this  was 
a  contract  within  sect.  38." 

The  omission  in  the  prospectus  of  a  company  of  a  contract 
which  the  promoter  of  the  company  had  entered  into  before  he 
became  a  promoter,  is  not  fraudulent  within  the  meaning  of 
sect.  38  (k).  Where,  accordingly,  a  man  agreed  with  the  owner 
of  a  patent  to  purchase  the  patent  for  a  certain  sum  to  be  paid 
partly  in  cash  and  partly  in  the  shares  of  the  company  to  be 
formed  by  him ;  and,  three  months  afterwards,  he  made  an 
agreement  with  a  trustee  for  an  intended  company  to  sell  the 
patent  for  a  much  larger  sum  of  money  than  he  had  given  for  it, 
to  be  paid  partly  in  cash  and  partly  in  shares  of  the  company,  and 
a  company  was  afterwards  formed,  he  being  a  director, — it  was 
held  that  when  he  made  the  agreement  to  purchase  the  patent 
he  was  not  a  promoter  of  the  company,  and  that  the  omission  of 
that  agreement  in  the  prospectus  of  the  company  was  not  a 
fraudulent  one  (Q.  "  No  impropriety  in  the  contract,"  said  Lord 
Justice  JameSy  "  can  make  it  the  contract  of  the  company  or 
the  contract  of  a  promoter,  trustee,  or  director  of  a  company, 
when,  at  the  date  of  the  contract,  there  was  no  company,  no 
promoter,  no  trustee,  no  director.  The  character  of  the  contract 
cannot  operate  as  a  tmnsformationof  the  contracting  parties  "  (m). 

The  words ''  knowingly  issuing  "  in  sect.  38,  mean  intentionally 
issuing  a  prospectus  without  inserting  the  contracts  which  are 
required   by  the  section  to  be  specified,  although  they  are- 
omitted  under  the  bond  fide  belief  that  it  is  unnecessary  to 
specify  them  (n). 

Sect.  38  is  only  for  the  protection  of  shareholders,  and  does  not 
extend  to  bondholders.  The  section  amounts  simply  to  a  provision 
that,  as  between  certain  parties,  a  prospectus  which  does  not 
reveal  a  certain  class  of  contracts  shall  be  deemed  fraudulent  (o). 

Those  who,  having  a  duty  to  perform,  represent  to  those  who  Klsrepreflenta- 


tion  by  parties 


(*)  Ex  parte  Gover,  1  Ch.  D.  182  ;  (n)  Twycross  v.  Grant^  2  C.  P.  D. 

Oraig  v.  PhUippi,  3  Ch.  D.  783.  469. 

(/)  Ex  parte  Govern  I  Ch.  D.  182.  (o)  Cornell  v.  Hay,  L.  R.  8  C.  P. 

(to)  lb.  328. 
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^^P'  ^^'  »re  interested  in  the  performance  of  it,  that  it  has  been  per- 
haying  a  duty  to  formed,  make  themselves  responsible  for  all  the  consequences  of 
^"™-  the  non-performance  (p). 

MiBrepresenta-  The  false  and  fraudulent  representations  of  an  agent,  when 
biDding^tiie  acting  within  the  scope  of  his  authority,  bind  the  principal  (q), 
pnnapal.  j^  ^^^  cannot  take  any  benefit  under  false  and  fraudulent 

representation  made  by  his  agent,  although  he  may  have  been 
no  party  to  the  representations,  and  may  not  have  distinctly 
authorised  them  (r). 

He  cannot  adopt  and  take  the  benefit  of  a  contract  entered 
into  by  his  agent,  and  repudiate  the  fraud  on  which  it  was 
built.  If  the  agent  at  the  time  of  the  contract  makes  any  repre- 
sentation or  declaration  touching  the  subject-matter,  it  is  the 
representation  and  declaration  of  the  principal.  The  statements 
of  the  agent  which  are  involved  in  the  contract,  as  its  foundation 
or  inducement,  are  in  law  the  statements  of  the  principal  The 
principal  cannot  separate  the  contract  itself  from  that  by  which  it 
was  induced.  He  must  adopt  the  whole  contract,  including  the 
statements  and  representations  which  induced  it,  or  must  repudiate 
the  contract  altogether  (a).  It  would  be  inconsistent  with  natural 
justice,  to  permit  a  man  to  retain  property  acquired  through  the 
medium  of  false  representations  made  by  his  agent,  although  he 
was  no  party  to  them,  or  did  not  authorise  them  (t).  If  an  agent 
employs  another  person  to  make  representations,  it  is  the  same 
as  if  the  representations  had  been  made  by  him  (u). 


(p)  Blair  v.  Br(mley,  2  Ph,  360, 
per  Lord  Cottenham. 

{q)  IVilson  v.  FulUr,  3  Q.  B.  77  ; 
Blair  v.  Bromley,  2  Ph.  350  ;  CoU- 
man  v.  Riches,  16  C.  B.  104  ;  Whed- 
ton  V.  Hardisty,  8  E.  &  B.  232,  260  ; 
Udell  V.  Atherton,  7  H.  &  N.  173. 

(r)  NicoWs  Case,  3  D.  &  J.  387, 
437,  per  Turner,  L.  J.  ;  Udell  v. 
Atherton,  7  H.  &  N.  172, j)«r  Pollock, 
C.  B.,  &  Wilde,  J.  ;  New  Brunswick 
ttc,  Railway  Co,  v.  Conybeare,  9  H.  L. 
714,  726,  per  Lord  Westbury,  ib. 
739,  per  Lord  Cranworth  ;  Mackay 
V.  Commercial  Bank  qf  New  Bruns- 


'loick,  L.  R.  5  P.  C.  4ia 

(«)  UdeU  V.  AtherUm,  7  H.  &.  N. 
184,  per  Pollock,  C.  B.,  &  Wilde,  B.; 
Ex  parte  Ginger,  5  Jr.  Ch.  174  ;  Bar- 
wick  v.  English  Joint  Stock  Bamk,  L. 
R.  2  Exch.  265;  Weir  v.  Bdl,  3 
Exch.  D.  244  ;  M'idhms  v.  Miller,  22 
Ch.  D.  194. 

(0  New  Brunswick,  <kc.,  Co.  v. 
Conybea/re,  9  H.  L.  711 ;  Western 
Bank  of  Scotland  v.  Addie,  1  So. 
App.  Ca.  159  ;  Oakes  v.  Turquand,  2 
E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  325. 

(u)  Western  Bank  of  Scotland  v. 
Addie,  I  Sc.  App.  Ca.  159. 
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In  Comfoot  v,  Fawke  (x),  a  man  had  employed  an  agent  for  ^^^p-  ^^- 
the  sale  of  property,  who  in  the  course  of  the  treaty  for  sale 
made  material  representations  respecting  the  property  which  he 
honestly  believed  to  be  true,  though  they  were  false  in  fact  and 
false  to  the  knowledge  of  the  principal ;  there  being,  however, 
no  evidence  to  show  a  fraudulent  purpose  on  the  part  of  the 
principal^  it  was  held  that  fraud  and  covin  could  not  be  pleaded 
in  bar  to  an  action  by  him  on  the  contract.  Lord  Abinger 
differed  from  the  majority  of  the  Court,  being  of  opinion  that  if 
a  principal  employs  an  agent  to  sell  property,  and  such  agent 
in  the  course  of  his  employment  makes  false  representations 
respecting  the  property,  he  cannot  take  advantage  of  a  contract 
induced  by  such  representations,  whether  the  agent  was  autho- 
rised by  him  or  not  to  make  the  representations. 

Comfoot  V.  Fowke  has  been  the  subject  of  much  comment. 
It  has  been  explained  by  Lord  Gran  worth  in  National  Exchange 
Company  v.  Drew  (y),  and  BariUtt  v.  Salmon  {z),  and  by 
Willes,  J.,  in  Ba/rwick  v.  English  Joint  Stock  Bank  (a),  as 
having  turned  on  a  point  of  pleading.  Lord  St  Leonards  in 
National  Exchange  Company  v.  Drew  (b),  and  Lord  Campbell 
in  WheeUon  v.  Hardisty  (o),  expressed  their  disapproval  of  it : 
and  from  the  manner  in  which  it  was  treated  in  Mackay  v. 
ComTnereial  Bank  of  New  Brunaiuick  (a),  Weir  v.  Bell  (e), 
and  Hovldsworth  v.  City  of  Glasgow  Bank  (/),  it  can  no  longer 
be  considered  as  law  (g). 

A  partnership  firm  is  bound  by  false  and  fraudulent  repre-  Partnership  firm 
sentations  made  by  any  of  its  membera  whilst  acting  within  the  gentotiona'of  a 
scope  and  limits  of  his  authority,  and  having  reference  to  the  P«f*»*«'- 
proper  business  of  the  firm  (h),  but  is  not  bound  by  statements 
made  by  him  as  to  his  authority  to  do  that  which  the  nature  of 
the  business  of  the  firm  does  not  impliedly  warrant  (i). 

(x)  6  M.  &  W.  358.  (g)  See  MvMens  v.  MilUr,  22  Ch. 

(y)  2  Macq.  108.  P.  194. 

(«)  6  D.  M.  &  G.  39.  (k)  Rapp  v.  Latham,  2  B,  &  Aid. 

(o)  L.  R.  2  Exch.  262.  795  ;  LoveU  v.  Hicks,  2  Y.  &  C.  46, 

(6)  2  Macq.  144.  481  ;  Blair  v.  BromUyy  5  Ha.  557,  2 

(c)  8  E.  &  B.  270.  PL  364 ;  Wickham  v.  Wichham,  2 

(<0  L.  R.  5  P.  a  394.  K.  &  J.  478. 

(e)  3  Exch.  D.  244.  (i)  ExfarU  Agace,  2  Cox,  312. 


(/)  ^  App.  Ca.  326. 
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Companies  and 
corporations 
bound  by  mis- 
representation 
of  agents. 


Cbap.  II.  A  company  or  corporation  is  as  much  bound  by  tbe  false 

and  fraudulent  representations  of  its  authorised  agents  as  an 
individual  If  the  directors  or  agents  of  a  company  or  corpora- 
tion in  the  course  of  managing  its  affairs,  or  in  the  course  of  tbe 
business  which  it  is  their  duty  to  transact,  induce  a  man  by  false 
or  fraudulent  misrepresentations  to  enter  into  a  contract  for  the 
benefit  of  the  company,  the  company  is  bound,  and  can  no  more 
repudiate  the  fraudulent  conduct  of  its  agents  than  an  individual 
can  (k).  A  company  or  corporation  cannot  retain  any  benefit 
which  it  may  have  obtained  through  the  fraudulent  represen- 
tations of  its  agents,  but  is  responsible  to  the  extent  to  which 
it  may  have  profited  from  such  representations  (I). 

The  rule  that  a  company  cannot  retain  any  benefit  which  it 
may  have  obtained  through  the  false  and  fraudulent  representa- 
tions of  its  agents,  applies  to  the  case  of  a  member  of  the  com- 
pany, who  was  induced  by  sucl^  representations  to  take  additional 
shares  (m). 

A  principal,  however,  is  not  bound  by  the  false  and  fraudu- 
lent representations  of  his  agent,  unless  the  agent  be  acting 
ih  be  actin  ^1*^111  the  scope  of  his  authority  (n).  A  joint-stock  company, 
within  the  scope  for  instance,  is  not  bound  by  the  statements  of  one  of  its 
rity.  members,  unless  he  is  also  the  agent  of  the  company,  and 

unless  his  busmess  be  to  make  statements  on  its  behalf  (o). 
Nor  is  a  company  bound  by  the  statements  of  one  of  the 


Principal  not 
bound  by  repre- 
sentations of 
agents,  unless 


(k)  Bwmes  v.  Pennell^  2  H.  L. 
497  ;  Ranger  v.  Qreai  Western  Rail- 
way Co,f  5  H.  L.  86 ;  National 
Exchange  Co.  v.  Drew,  2  Macq.  125, 
per  Lord  Cranworth  ;  Meux  Execur 
tors'  Case,  2  D.  M.  &  G.  522  ;  Ni4X>Ws 
Case,  3  D.  &  J,  387, 437  ;  New  Bruns- 
wick, dsc,  Railway  Co.  v.  Conybeare, 
9  H.  L.  737,  per  Lord  Cranworth. 

(Q  Western  Bank  of  Scotland  v. 
Addie,  1  Sc.  App.  Ca.  157  ;  Oakes  v. 
Turquand,  2  £.  &  L  App.  Ca.  325  ; 
Heriderson  v.  Lacon,  5  Eq.  261 ; 
Swift  V.  Jewsbury,  L.  R.  9  Q.  B.  301  ; 
Blake  v.  Albion  Life  Insurance  So- 
day,  4  C.  P.  D.  99  ;  Weir  v.  Bell, 


3  Exch.  D.  240  ;  Clydesdale  Bank  v. 
Paul,  4  Dec.  of  Court  of  Session,  4th 
Beries,  628. 

(m)  Western  Bank  of  Scotland  v. 
Addie,  L.  B.  1  Sc  App.  Ca.  163. 

(n)  BemarcPs  Case,  5  De  G.  &  S. 
283;  Ayri^s  Case,  25  Beav.  513 
Bvmes  v.  Pennell,  2  H.  L.  497 
NicolVs  Case,  3  D.  &  J.  387,  437 
Wollaston's  Case,  4  D.  &  J.  437 
Alt-Gen.  v.  Briggs,  1  Jur.  N.  S. 
1084  ;  New  Brunswick,  dbc,  Raihoay 
Co.  V.  Conybeare,  9  H.  L.  711.  See 
Barry  v.  Crosskey,  2  J.  &  H.  27. 

(o)  Bumes  v.   Pennell,  2  H.  L. 
497. 
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directors,  or  of  its  manager,  or  secretary,  or  of  a  clerk,  if  he  is      ^<^P-  U- 
not  singly  an  agent  of  the  company  (p).    The  rule  that  com- 
panies are  bound  by  the  misrepresentations  of  the  directors 
applies  only  to  the  case  of  directors  acting  as  a  body  (q). 

Referees  for  information  respecting  a  life  to  be  assured  are 
.not  thereby  constituted  the  agents  of  the  insured.  If  their 
information  is  false  and  fraudulent,  but  not  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  assured,  the  insurer  is  not  entitled  to  avoid  the  policy  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  induced  by  the  fraud  of  the  agent  of  the 
insured  (r). 

An  agent  whose  authority  is  unknown  cannot  bind  his 
principal  by  misrepresenting  the  authority  confeiTed  (0). 

Although  a  principal  is  not  bound  by  the  statements  of  an 
agent  when  not  acting  within  the  scope  of  his  authority,  the 
case  is  different  if  a  principal  knows  that  a  man  is  dealing  with 
his  agent  under  the  belief  that  all  statements  made  by  the 
agent  are  warranted  by  the  principal,  and  so  knowing  allows  him 
to  expend  monies  in  that  behalf.  A  court  of  equity  will  not 
afterwards  allow  the  principal  to  set  up  the  want  of  authority  of 
the  agent.  The  knowledge  must,  however,  be  brought  home  to 
the  principal  (Q. 

In  BrockweWa  Case  (u),  Kindersley,  V.-C,  held  that  if  the  BrockweU's 
directors  of  a  company  in  the  exercise  of  their  ordinary  functions  „*!**       _^  ,_ 

"^      "^  •^  False  reports  by 

make  a  false  report  to  the  company,  who  adopt  it,  and  the  repoi-t  directors  of  a 
finds  its  way  into  the  hands   of  a  man  who  takes  shares  on  the  ^^^^^^' 
faith  of  it,  he  could  not  be  held  liable  {x).    The  authority  of 
the  case  has  been  on  two  occasions  (2^)  questioned  by  Lord 
Chelmsford  {z\    He  has  expressed  himself  as  of  opinion  that  a 


{p)  HoW$  CoMy  22  Beav.  48 ; 
Ayre's  Case,  25  Beav.  613  ;  Gtbson^s 
Com,  2  D.  &  J.  275  ;  NicolVz  Case,  3 
D.  &  J.  387 ;  Ex  parU  Frowd,  30  L. 
J.  Ch.  322  ;  Wollaston's  Case,  4  D.  & 
J.  437. 

(q)  NicoWs  Case,  3D.  &  J.  387, 
440.  See  National  Exchange  Co,  v. 
Drew,  24  Dec  of  Court  of  Session, 
2nd  series,  p.  1. 

(r)  WhedUm  v.  Hardisiy,  8  E.  & 
B.  232. 


(«)  Story  on  Agency. 

(/)  Ramsden  v.  Dyson,  1  E.  &  I. 
App.  Ga.  129,  per  Lord  Cianworth. 

(m)  4  Drew.  205. 

(x)  See  Natwnal  Exchange  Co.  v. 
Drew,  2  Macq.  103. 

(y)  NicdVs  Case,  3  D.  &  J.  427  ; 
New  Brunswick,  dfc,  Railway  Co,  v. 
Conybeare,  9  H.  L.  749. 

(z)  See,  also,  Mixer's  Case,  4  D.  & 
J.  583. 
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Chap.  II.  company  is  not  bound  by  false  statements  contained  in  reports 
of  the  directors  to  the  company,  which  have  been  adopted  at  a 
general  meeting  but  do  not  affect  to  give  any  more  knowledge 
than  what  w&s  contained  in  the  directors'  report ;  and  which, 
although  they  have  been  published  and  have  got  into  the  hands 
of  the  public,  have  not  been  industriously  circulated  by  the 
company.  The  distinction,  however,  suggested  and  taken  by 
his  Lordship  does  not  seem  sound  law.  In  two  late  cases  (a), 
Kindersley,  V.-C,  said  that  he  adhered  to  the  opinion  he  had 
expressed  in  BrockweU's  Case :  and  the  weight  of  authorities  is 
in  favour  of  the  opinion  of  his  Honour  (6).  The  general  interests 
of  society  demand  that  as  between  an  innocent  company  on  the 
one  hand  and  an  innocent  individual  defrauded  by  the  company 
on  the  other,  misrepresentations  by  the  directors  of  a  company 
shall  bind  the  company,  although  the  shareholders  may  be 
Ignorant  of  the  representations  and  of  their  falsehood  (c).  It 
may  be  said  that  the  repoiiis  of  directors  are  not  made  by  the 
company,  but  to  the  company;  but  the  argument  though 
plausible  is  not  sound.  The  reports  of  directors,  though  ad- 
dressed to  the  shareholders,  are  made  under  such  circumstances 
that  what  they  so  report  is  known  and  intended  to  be  known 
not  only  to  the  shareholders  but  to  all  persons  who  may  be 
minded  to  be  shareholders  just  the  same  as  if  they  were 
published  to  the  world  :  and  the  exigencies  of  mankind  require 
that  reports  so  made  and  circulated  should  be  deemed  to  be  the 
reports  of  the  company  (cZ).  The  case  becomes  all  the  stronger 
if  the  reports  of  directors  have  been  adopted  at  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  shareholders.  After  adoption  a  report  is  the  act  of 
the  company,  and  not  simply  of  the  directors  {e).  If  after 
adoption  a  report  is  industriously  circulated,  misstatements 
contained  in  it  must  be  taken  to  be  made  with  the  authority  of 
the  company  (/). 

(a)  Worth's  Case,  4  Drew.   532 ;      L.  J. 

Barretfs  Casey  2  Dr.  &  Sm.  416,  5  N.  (c)  National  Exchange  Co.  v.  DreWy 

R.  460.  2  Macq.  125. 

(b)  See  National  Exchange  Co,  v.  (d)  National  Exchange  Co.  v.  Drew^ 
DreWf  125,  per  Lord  Cranworth,  ib.  2  Macq.  126,  per  Lord  Cranworth. 
14Z,  per  Lord  St.  Leonards  ;  NicolTs         (e)  Ib.  143,  per  Lord  St  Leonards. 
Case,  3  D.  &  J.   387,  per  Turner,         (/)  New  Brunswicky  <itc.,  Railway 
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When  an  agent  employs  a  sub-agent,  and  the  latter  in  the  ^^P-  ^* 
course  of  his  employment  is  guilty  of  fraud  or  misrepresentation,  Miareprwentt- 
and  the  agent  with  knowledge  of  the  fraud  derives  a  material  agent. 
benefit  from  it,  the  case  becomes  analogous  to  that  of  a  principal 
who  profits  by  the  fraud  of  his  agent,  the  principle  being  that 
he  who  profits  by  the  fraud  of  one  who  is  acting  by  his  authority, 
though  committed  without  his  authority,  adopts  the  acts  of  the 
agent,  and  becomes  responsible  to  the  party  who  has  been 
imposed  upon  and  has  sustained  damage  by  reason  of  it.  But 
an  intervening  agent  such  as  a  director  of  a  company  who  is 
not  a  principal,  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  principal  when  he  ia 
acting  for  the  interests  of  his  company :  nor  is  he  liable  for  the 
fraudulent  acts  of  those  he  employs  because  he  may  directly  or 
indirectly  receive  an  ultimate  pecuniaiy  benefit  which  is  not  the 
immediate  and  direct  result  of  the  fraud  (g).  Directors  of  a 
company,  therefore,  are  not  liable  for  misrepresentations  made 
without  their  authority  by  persons  employed  by  them  on  behalf 
of  the  company,  and  who  in  such  employment  were  acting  not 
as  their  agents  but  as  the  agents  of  the  company  (h). 

It  is  not  in  general  fraudulent  for  an  agent  to  contract  as  if  Agent  aelling 
he  were  principal  without  disclosing  the  fact  of  his  being  an  principaL 
agent  contracting  for  another  (i),  but  it  may  be  so  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  Thus,  where  an  apparent  vendor  of 
property  had  represented  to  the  purchaser  by  means  of  a  fictitious 
contract  made  coUusively  with  the  real  owner  that  the  property 
had  been  sold  to  him  at  a  certain  price,  when  in  fact  he  was 
acting  only  as  agent  under  an  agreement  by  which  he  was  to 
receive  a  large  discount  or  commission  for  obtaining  a  sale  at 
that  price,  the  transaction  was  held  to  be  fraudulent  and  the 
purchaser  entitled  to  rescind  the  transaction  (&).  On  the 
other  hand  for  a  man  to  represent  that  he  is  acting  as  agent 
when  in  fact  he  is  acting  on  his  own  behalf  is  of  no  consequence, 
if  it  is  immaterial  to  the  purchaser  with  whom  the  contract  is 


Co.,9H.  L.  711.    ^e  Barrett's  Case,  (i)  Nelthorpe  v.  Holgate,   1  Coll. 

2  Dr.  &  Sm.  115.  220. 

(g)  Weir  v.  Bell,  3  Exch.  D.  249.  {k)  Lindsey  Petrolevm  Co.  v.  tlurd^ 

{h)  lb.  L.  R.  6  P.  C.  221. 


88 


MISBEPBESENTATION. 


Chap.  II. 


Duty  of  dJB' 
closure  in  the 
case  of  policies 
of  assuiance. 


Policies  of 
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ance. 


made  (I),  but  if  it  is  material^  as  where  the  purchaaier  has  been 
induced  to  contract  because  he  has  a  set-off  against  the  person 
with  whom  he  intends  to  contract  (m),  or  where  the  parties 
stand  in  a  fiduciary  relation  to  each  other  (n),  the  transaction 
is  fraudulent. 

The  principle  which  treats  non-disclosure  as  equivalent  to 
fraud,  when  the  circumstances  impose  a  duty  that  disclosure 
should  be  made,  obtains  specially  in  respect  to  policies  of 
assurance.  The  contract  of  assurance  being  essentially  a  con- 
ti-act  of  good  faith,  inasmuch  as  the  risk  which  the  insurer 
undertakes  can  only  be  learnt  from  the  repi'esentations  of  the 
party  proposing  the  insurance,  courts  of  justice  proceed  upon  a 
doctrine  strictly  analogous  to  that  of  the  Roman  law,  and  regard 
non-disclosure  as  fatal  to  the  validity  of  the  transaction  (o). 

The  rule  with  respect  to  the  duty  of  disclosure  applies  with 
peculiar  force  in  the  case  of  policies  of  marine  insurance. 
The  validity  of  a  contract  of  marine  insurance  being  condi- 
tional upon  the  completeness,  the  truth,  and  the  accuracy  of 
the  representations  of  the  party  proposing  the  insurance  as 
to  the  risk,  he  is  bound  to  make  known  to  the  underwriter 
ever3rthiDg  within  his  knowledge  which  is  of  a  nature  to  increase 
the  risk  which  he  is  asked  to  undertake.  There  are  many 
matters  as  to  which  he  may  be  innocently  silent.  He  is  not 
bound  to  mention  facts  and  circumstances  which  are  within 
the  ordinary  professional  knowledge  of  an  underwriter:  nor 
is  he  bound  to  communicate  things  which  are  well  known  to 
both  parties,  or  which  he  is  warranted  in  assuming  to  be  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  party  who  is  asked  to  undertake  the  risk  ; 
as,  for  instance,  where  a  fact  is  one  of  public  notoriety,  as  of 
war,  or  where  it  is  a  matter  of  inference  and  the  materials 
for  forming  a  judgment  are  common  to  both  parties.  But  he 
is  bound  to  communicate  every  fact  which  he  is  not  entitled 
to  assume  to  be  in  the  knowledge  of  the  underwriter.     He 


(l)  Fellowea  v.  Lord  Gwydyr,  1  R, 
&  M.  83. 

{m)  Baulton  v.  Jones^  2  H.  &  N, 
564. 

(n)  Kitnber  v.  Bather ,  8  Ch.  56, 


infra, 

(o)  Carter  v.  Boehm,  3  Burr.  1905  ; 
Linde7iau  v.  Deshorough,  8  B.  &  C. 
586. 
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may  not,  however,  speculate  as  to  what  may  or  may  not  be  Oh>p.  IL 
in  the  mind  of  the  underwriter,  or  as  to  what  may  or  may 
not  be  brought  to  his  mind  by  the  particulars  disclosed  to 
him.  It  is  not  enough  that  the  underwriter  be  furnished 
with  materials  from  iivhich  he  may  by  a  course  of  reasoning 
and  effort  of  memory  see  the  extent  of  the  risk.  The  matter 
must  not  be  left  to  speculation  or  peradventure.  If  the  par- 
ticulars furnished  to  the  underwriter  fall  short  of  what  the 
party  proposing  the  insurance  is  bound  to  communicate,  the 
contract  is  vitiated.  It  is  immaterial  whether  the  omission 
to  communicate  a  material  fact  has  arisen  from  intention, 
or  indifference,  or  mistake,  or  from  it  not  being  present  to  the 
mind  of  the  party  proposing  the  insurance  that  the  fact  was 
one  which  ought  to  have  been  disclosed  {p).  The  party  pro- 
posing the  insurance  is  bound  to  communicate  not  only  every 
material  fact  of  which  he  has  actual  knowledge,  but  every 
material  fact  of  which  he  ought  in  the  ordinary  *  course  of 
business  to  have  knowledge,  and  must  take  all  necessary 
ineasures  by  the  employment  of  competent  and  honest  agents 
to  obtain  through  the  ordinary  channels  of  intelligence  in 
use  in  the  mercantile  world  all  due  information  as  to  the 
subject-matter  of  the  insurance.  If  by  the  fraud  or  negligence 
of  the  agent  of  the  party  proposing  the  insurance  the  under- 
writer is  kept  in  ignorance  of  a  fact  material  to  the  risk,  the 
contract  is  vitiated  (q).  The  concealment  by  the  assured  at 
the  time  of  effecting  a  policy  of  assurance  of  a  fact  which 
is  material  to  enable  a  rational  underwriter,  governing  him- 
self by  the  principles  on  which  underwriters  in  practice  act,  to 
judge  whether  he  shall  accept  the  risk  at  all  or  at  what  rate, 
will  vitiate  the  policy,  although  the  fact  may  not  be  material 
with  regard  to  the  risk  assured  (r).    An  underwriter  may,  how- 

(  p)  Carter  v.  Boehm,  5  Burr.  1905 ;  B.  D.  507  ;  Davies  v.  London  dh  Pro- 

Batss  V.  Hewitt,  L.  R.  2  Q.  B.  595,  vincial  Marine  Insurance  Co.,  8  Ch. 

605,  606,  610  ;  Gandy  v.   Adelaide  D.  474 ;  Mercantile  Steamship  Co.  v. 

Insurance    Co.,  ib.  6  Q.  B.    746  ;  Tyser,  7  Q.  B.  D.  77. 

lonides  v.  Pender,  ib.  9  Q.  B.  537  ;  (q)  Proudfoot  v.  Montejlore,  L.  R. 

Anderson  v.  Pacific,  dec.  Insurant  2Q.  B.  511. 

Co.,  ib.   7  C.    P.   68  ;   Stribley   v.  (r)  Rivaa  v.  Gerussi,  6  Q.  B.  D. 

Imperial  Marine  Insurance  Ob.,  1  Q.  222. 
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Chap.  II.  ever,  in  any  particular  case  limit  the  right  of  full  disclosure 
which  he  has  by  law  to  that  of  being  informed  of  what  is  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  party  proposing  the  insurance,  not  only  as 
to  its  existence  in  point  of  fact,  but  also  to  its  materiality  («)• 
After  the  contract  is  complete,  the  party  assured  need  not 
communicate  to  the  underwriter  facts  which  afterwards  come  to 
his  knowledge  material  to  the  risk  assured  against  (Q. 

Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  according  to  the  practice  of  insurance, 
the  slip  or  memorandum  of  terms  made  for  the  purpose  of 
drawing  up  the  policy  is  considered  as  the  final  acceptance  of 
the  risk,  any  information  not  obtained  until  after  the  slip  is 
initialed  is  immaterial ;  and  if  a  policy  is  executed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  slip,  it  cannot  be  avoided  on  the  ground  of  con* 
oealment  of  information  (u). 
lifeamarance         It  was   formerly  considered  that  policies  of  assurance  on 

lives,  like  policies  of  insurance  on  ships,  were  made  conditionally 
upon  the  truth  or  completeness  of  the  representations  respec- 
ting the  risk,  and  that  misrepresentation  or  concealment  of  a 
material  fact,  although  not  fraudulent,  vitiated  the  policy  (x). 
But  it  is  now  determined  that  such  is  not  the  casa  The 
assured  is  always  bound  not  only  to  make  a  true  answer  to 
the  questions  put  to  him,  but  to  disclose  spontaneously  any 
fact  exclusively  within  his  knowledge,  which  it  is  material  for 
the  insurer  to  know.  But  it  is  not  an  implied  condition  of  the 
validity  of  the  policy  that  the  insured  should  make  a  complete 
and  true  representation  respecting  the  life  proposed  for  insur- 
ance. Such  condition,  if  intended,  must  be  made  a  matter 
for  express  stipulation.  If  there  be  no  warranty  or  condition 
on  the  part  of  the  party  proposing  the  insurance,  the  insurer 
is  subject  to  all  risks,  unless  he  can  show  a  fraudulent  con- 
cealment or  misrepresentation,  or  a  non-communication  of 
material  facts  known  to  the  assui*ed^  which  it  was  his  duty 

(«)  Jones  V,  Provincidl  Insurance  B.  677  ;  Fisher  v.  Liverpool  Marine 

Co.,  3  C.  B.  N.  S.  86.  Inswrance  Co.,  ib.  418. 

(t)  Cory  V.  Patton,  L.  R.  7  Q. '  B.  («)  Lindenau  v.  Desborough,  8  B. 

304  ;  Lishman  v.  Northern  Maritime  &  C.  586  ;  Jones  v.  Provincial  In- 

Asstirance  Co.,  ib.  10  0.  P.  179.  surance  Co.,  3  C  B.  N.  S.  86. 

(m)  Ib.  Cory  V.  Paiton,  L.  R.  9  Q. 
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to  communicate  (y).  It  is,  however,  an  implied  condition  that  ^*P-  ^^ 
the  person  whose  life  is  assured  is  alive  at  the  time  of  making 
the  policy.  The  policy  is  void  if  the  person  whose  life  is 
assured  was  dead  at  the  date  of  the  policy,  though  neither 
party  to  the  policy  was  aware  of  his  death  (z).  If  there  is 
a  proviso  that  the  policy  shall  not  be  disputed  on  the  ground 
of  merely  untrue  statements,  not  fraudulently  made,  a  mis- 
representation or  concealment  undesignedly  made  does  not 
avoid  the  policy  (a).  An  insurer  may  limit  his  right  to  that 
of  being  infoi'med  of  what  is  in  the  knowledge  of  the  party 
proposing  the  insurance,  not  only  as  to  its  existence  in  point 
of  fact,  but  also  as  to  its  materiality  (b).  The  declaration 
made  as  to  the  basis  of  the  contract  is  taken  as  continuing 
up  to  the  time  of  executing  the  policy,  so  that  any  inter* 
mediate  change  of  circumstances  rendering  it  untrue  must 
be  communicated  ;  as  where  the  declaration  stated  as  required 
the  name  of  the  latest  medical  attendant  of  the  insured,  and 
before  completing  the  policy  he  took  the  advice  of  another 
medical  attendant  who  gave  important  information  respecting 
his  state  of  health,  it  was  held  that  the  declaration  had  become 
untrue  and  avoided  the  policy  (c). 

Policies  of  insurance  against  fire  are  made  upon  the  implied  p^^^ 
condition  that  the  description  of  the  property  inserted  in  the  po^ci«"- 
policy  is  true  at  the  time  of  making  the  policy  (d) ;  and  there 
is  an  implied  condition  that  the  property  sliall  not  be  altered 
during  the  term  for  which  it  is  insured,  so  as  to  increase  the 
risk  (e).    In  effecting  an  insurance  against  fire,  it  is  the  duty 


assaraoca 


(y)  JVheeUon  v.  Hardisty,  8  E.  & 
B.  232  ;  Ex  parte  Daintree,  18  W. 
R.  396  ;  BritUh  EquitaJble  Insurance 
Co,  V.  Great  Western  Railway  Co.,  38 
L.  J.  Ch.  314  ;  London  Assurance 
V.  Mansel,  11  Ch.  D.  367.  See  Atty,- 
GenL  v.  i2ay,  9  Ch.  407. 

(2)  PrUchard  v.  Merchants*  Life 
Assurance  Society,  3  C.  B.  N.  S.  622. 

(a)  Fowkes  v.  Manchester  <k  London 
Life  Assurance  Co,,  3  B.  &  S.  917. 
See  Wood  v.  Dwarris,  11  Exch.  493  ; 


Beis  V.  Scottish  Equitable  Life  Assur* 
ance  Co.,  2  H.  &  N.  19  ;  Wheelton 
V.  Hardisty,  8  E.  &  B.  232; 

(&)  Jones  V.  Provinxiial  Insurance 
Co,,  3  C.  B.  N.  S.  86. 

(c)  British  Equitable  Insurance  Co, 
V,  OrecU  Western  Bailvxiy  Co,,  38  L. 
J.  Ch.  314. 

(d)  Sillem  v.  Thornton,  3  E.  &  B. 
868. 

(e)  lb. ;  Stokes  v.  Cox,  1  H.  &  N. 
533. 
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^^P-  ^'  of  the  party  proposing  the  insurance  to  communicate  to  the 
insurer  all  material  facts  within  his  knowledge  touching  the 
property  (/).  But  the  insurer  may  limit  his  right  to  that  of 
being  informed  of  what  is  in  the  knowledge  of  the  party  pro- 
posing the  assurance,  not  only  as  to  its  existence  in  point  of 
fact,  but  also  as  to  its  materiality  (g), 
Dntj  of  dis-  The  strict  rule  with  respect  to  non-disclosure,  which  obtains 

cioeure  in  the      jj^  ^|j^  ^^^^  ^f  policies  of  insurance,  does  not  extend  to  contracts 

case  of  contracts  *^  ' 

of  guarantee  or  of  Suretyship  or  guarantee.     The  contract  is  not  one  in  which 

suretysfaip.  •f       *.    ^    o 

there  is  a  universal  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  creditor 
to  make  a  full  disclosure.  But  very  little  said  which  ought 
not  and  very  little  not  said  which  ought  to  have  been  Raid 
will  be  sufficient  to  prevent  the  contract  being  valid  (h).  If  the 
creditor  be  specially  communicated  with  on  the  subject,  he  is 
bound  to  make  a  fiiU,  fair,  and  honest  communication  of  every 
circumstance  within  his  knowledge,  calculated  in  any  way  to 
influence  the  discretion  of  the  surety  on  entering  into  the 
required  obligation  (i).  But  he  is  not  under  any  duty  to 
disclose  to  the  intended  surety  voluntarily  and  without  being 
asked  to  do  so,  any  circumstances  unconnected  with  the  parti- 
cular transaction  in  which  he  is  about  to  engage,  which  will 
render  his  position  more  hazardous,  or  to  inform  him  of  any 
matter  affecting  the  general  credit  of  the  debtor,  or  to  call  his 
attention  to  the  transaction,  unless  there  be  something  in  it 
which  might  not  naturally  be  expected  to  take  place  between 
the  parties  (A;).  If  the  intended  surety  desires  to  know  any 
particular  matter  of  which  the  creditor  may  be  informed,  he 
must  make  it  the  subject  of  a  distinct  inquiry  (I).    But  if  there 


(/)  Lindenau  v.  Dahoroughy  8  B. 
&  C.  592  ;  Bufe  v.  Turner,  6  Taunt 
338. 

(g)  Jones  v.  Provincial  Insurance 
Co,,  3  C.  B.  N.  S.  86. 

(h)  North  British  Insurance  Co,  v. 
LUyyd,  10  Exch.  623;  IVyiJies  v. 
Lahouchere,  3  D.  &  J.  609 ;  Lee  v. 
Jones,  17  C.  B.  N.  S.  482.  See 
Greenfield  v.  Edwards,  2  D.  J.  &  S. 
582. 


(i)  Owen  v.  Homan,  3  Mac  &  Q, 
378 ;  Blest  v.  Brovm,  4  D.  F.  &  J. 
367  ;  Greenfield  v.  Edwards,  2  D.  J. 
&  S.  582,  698.  See  Smith  v.  Bank 
of  Scotland,  1  Dow,  272. 

(h)  Hamilton  v.  Watson,  12  CI.  & 
Fin.  119  ;  Small  v.  Currie,  2  Drew. 
102  ;  JFythes  v.  Labouchere,  3  D.  & 
J.  593,  609.  See  Greenfield  v. 
Edxcards,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  682. 

(0  Hamilton  v.  Watson,  12  CI.  & 
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be  anything  in  the  transaction  that  might  not  naturally  be 
expected  to  take  place  between  the  parties  concerned  in  it, 
the  knowledge  of  which  it  is  reasonable  to  infer  would  have 
prevented  the  surety  from  entering  into  the  transaction^  the 
creditor  is  under  an  obligation  to  make  the  disclosure  (tti),  K, 
for  instance,  there  be  any  private  arrangement,  or  secret  under- 
standing, between  the  creditor  and  the  debtor  connected  with 
the  particular  transaction,  in  which  he  is  about  to  engage, 
whereby  the  risk  of  the  surety  is  increased  (n),  or  his  position 
is  so  materially  varied,  that  he  is  not  in  the  position  in 
which  he  might  reasonably  have  contemplated  to  be  (o) ;  or 
if  a  party  having  reason  to  suspect  the  fidelity  of  his  clerk 
requires  security  in  such  a  way  as  to  hold  him  out  as  one 
whom  he  considers  a  trustworthy  person  (p),  or  if,  when  the 
guarantee  is  a  continuing  one.  an  employer  chooses  to  con- 
tinue  a  clerk  in  his  employment  after  discovering  that  he  has 
been  guilty  of  dishonesty  in  his  service  (q),  or  if  the  creditor 
has  notice  that  the  circumstances  under  which  the  debtor 
has  obtained  the  concurrence  of  the  surety  lead  to  the  sus- 
picion of  fraud  (r) ;  concealment  is  fraudulent  and  will  vitiate 
the  transaction  (8),  ''It  must  in  every  case,**  said  Lord 
Blackburn,  in  Lee  v.  Jones (t)^  "depend  on  the  nature  of  the 
transaction,  whether  the  fact  not  disclosed  is  such  that  it  is 
impliedly  represented  not  to  exist,  and  that  fact  must  be  gene- 
rally a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury." 


01i»p.  II. 


Pin.  109 ;  JFythes  v.  Labouchere,  3 
D.  &  J.  609.  See  GrempM  v. 
Edwardsy  2  D.  J.  &  S.  582. 

(m)  Hamilton  v.  Watson,  12  CL  & 
Fin.  109,  119 ;  Lee  v.  Jones,  17  C. 
B.  N.  S.  503  ;  Burke  v.  Bogerson,  12 
Jut.  N.  S.  635.  See  Squire  v. 
WkitUm,  1  H.  L.  333  ;  Gremfield  v, 
Edwards,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  582  ;  Rhodes 
y.  Bate,  1  Ch.  252;  Banmck  y. 
English  Joint  Stock  Bank,  L.  R  2 
£xch.  259. 

(n)  Pidcock  y.  Bishop,  3  6.  &  C. 
605. 

(o)  Etans  v.  Bremridge,  2  K.  &  J. 


174,  8  D.  M.  &  G.  100 ;  Spaight 
y.  Covme,  1  H.  &  M.  359. 

(j>)  Smith  y.  Bank  of  Scotland,  1 
Dow,  272. 

(q)  Philippe  y.  FoxhaU,  L.  R  7  Q. 
B.  679  ;  Sanderson  v.  Aston,  ib.,  8 
Exch.  75.  Comp.  FearnUy  v.  London 
Guarantu  Insurance  Co.,  6  L.  R.  I. 
220,  394. 

(r)  Owen  v.  Honum,  4  H.  L.  997  ; 
Lee  y.  Jones,  17  C.  B.  N.  S.  503  ; 
Rhodes  v.  Bate,  1  Ch.  252. 

(«)  See  Squire  v.  Whitton,  1  H.  L. 
333. 

(0  17  C.  B.  N.  S.  606. 
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Chap.  n. 


Ooncealment  in 
the  case  of  oom- 
promises. 


But  though  the  strict  rule  with  respect  to  non-disclosure 
which  obtains  in  the  case  of  policies  of  insurance  does  not 
extend  to  contracts  of  suretyship,  the  contract  of  suretyship  is 
based  upon  the  free  and  voluntary  agency  of  the  individual  who 
enters  into  it.  Anything  like  pressure  used  by  the  intending 
creditor  will  have  a  very  serious  effect  on  tha  validity  of  the 
contract,  and  the  case  is  stronger  when  pressure  is  the  result  of 
maintaining  a  false  conclusion  in  the  mind  of  the  person 
pressed  (u). 

In  oixler  that  a  compromise  may  be  supported  in  equity,  it  is 
essential  that  the  parties  should  have  acted  with  equal  know- 
ledge, or  at  least  equal  means  of  knowledge,  in  the  matter.  If 
one  of  the  parties  has  knowledge  of  a  material  fact,  which  he 
withholds  from  the  others,  and  which  they  have  not  reasonable 
means  of  knowing,  the  transaction  cannot  stand.  A  compromise 
cannot  be  approved  of  where  one  party  knows  only  so  much  of 
his  rights  as  the  opposite  party  chooses  to  apprise  him  of.  To 
constitute  a  fair  compromise  of  a  doubtful  right,  the  facts 
creating  the  doubt  should  be  equally  known  by  all  the  parties. 
There  must  be  a  full  and  fair  communication  of  all  material 
circumstances  affecting  the  |uestion  which  forms  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  agreement,  which  are  within  the  knowledge  of 
the  several  parties,  and  which  the  others  have  not  reasonable 
means  of  knowing,  whether  such  information  be  asked  for  by 
them  or  not.  There  must  not  only  be  good  faith  and  honest 
intention,  but  full  disclosure,  and  without  full  disclosure  honest 
intention  is  not  sufficient.  A  party  to  a  compromise  who  has 
knowledge  of  a  fact,  must  not  take  upon  himself  to  decide 
that  the  suppressed  fact  is  immaterial,  if  it  could  by  any  possi- 
bility have  had  any  influence  on  the  decision  of  the  other 
party  {x).    If  the  compromise  is  a  transaction  in  the  nature  of 


(it)  Davies  v.  London  <fc  Provincial 
Marine  Insu/rance  Co,,  8  Ch.  D.  474. 

(x)  Gibbons  v.  Caunt,  4  Vea.  840  ; 
Walker  v.  Symonds,  3  Sw.  1 ;  Gordon 
V.  Gordon,  ib.  471 ;  Leonard  v. 
Leonard,  2  B.  &  B.  180  ;  Hotchkiss 
v.  Dickson,  2  Bligh,  348  ;  StewaH  v. 
Stewart,  6  CH.  &  Fin.  911  ;  Harvey  v. 


Ck>oke,  4  Rnss.  34  ;  Pickering  v.  Pic- 
kering, 2  Beav.  66  ;  Greenwood  v. 
GreenvxKd,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  28;  Brooke 
y.  Lord  Mostyn,  ib.  373 ;  Moxon  v. 
Payne,  8  Ch.  881  ;  De  Cordova  v.  De 
Cordova,  4  App.  Ca.  702.  See  Lloyd  v. 
Passingham,  Coop.  152 ;  M^Kellar 
V.  Wallace,  8  Moo.  P.  C.  378  ;  Trigge 
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a  family  arrangement,  or  if,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  cktp,  IT. 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  one  party  to  see  that  the  nature  of  the 
transaction  was  fully  explained  to  the  other,  these  principles 
apply  with  peculiar  force  (y).  A  family  settlement  will  not  be 
supported,  if  founded  on  a  mistake  of  either  party  to  which  the 
other  is  accessory,  although  such  mistake  may  have  been  iuno- 
cently  made  (z).  But  if  the  parties  to  a  family  arrangement 
are  not  on  good  terms,  and  are  really  at  arms'  length,  the 
ordinary  rules  as  to  disclosure  in  family  arrangements  have 
no  place  (a). 

The  rule  with  respect  to  compromises,  which  applies  between 
private  individuals,  is  not  less  applicable  to  compromises  by 
the  Court  on  behalf  of  infants.  The  orders  of  the  Court  can- 
not be  set  aside  on  grounds  less  strong  than  those  which 
would  be  required  to  set  aside  transactions  between  competent 
parti  es(&). 

The  most  comprehensive  class  of  cases  in  which  equitable  Concealment  by 
relief  is  sought  on  the  gi'ound  of  concealment,  is  in  the  case  of  fi^^tion  of* 
transactions  between  persons  standing  in  a  fiduciary  relation  to  ^^^^^^"y  ^^^ 
each  other.    In  all  such  cases  the  party  who  fills  the  position 
of  active  confidence,  is  under  an  equitable  obligation  to  disclose 
to  the  party  towards  whom  he  stands  in  such  relation,  every 
material  fact  which  he  himself  knows  calculated  to  influence 
his  conduct  on  entering  into  the  transaction.    The  suppression 
of  any  material  fact  renders  the  transaction  impeachable  in 
equity  (c).     This  subject  will  come  into  review  in  a  subsequent 
page,  where  the  peculiar  equities  between  persons  standing  in 
these  predicaments  come  into  consideration. 


V.  LavallSe,  15  Moo.  P.  C.  270  ;  (hok 
v.  Grevesy  30  fieav.  378. 

(y)  Dunnage  v.  fFfcite,  1  Sw.  137  ; 
GijrdonY.  GordorifZ  Sw.  400 ;  Leonard 
V.  Leanardy  2  B.  &  B.  180  ;  Harvey 
V.  Cooke,  4  Rufls.  58 ;  Pickering  v. 
Pickering,  2  Beav.  56,  3  Jur.  743  ; 
BiMJOi,  V.  Pincomhe,  3  Mac.  &  G.  663  ; 
Davis  v.  ChanUr,  3  W.  R.  321; 
GreeniDood  v.  Greenwood,  2  D.  J.  &  S. 
28.  SeeBren«v.Brene,lOL.J.Ch.84. 

(2)  Fane  v.  Fane,  20  Eq.  698. 


(a)  Irvine  v.  Kirkpatrick,  7  Bell, 
Sc.  App.  Ca.  186,  209. 

(6)  Brooke  v.  Lord  Moetyn,  2  D. 
J.  &  S.  416. 

(c)  Walker  v.  ^monds,  3  Sw.  1 ; 
Wood  V,  Dovmes,  18  Ves.  120  ;  Bulk- 
ley  V.  WUford,  2  a.  &  Fin.  102,  177 
—181  ;  Maddeford  v.  Austwick,  1 
Sim.  89  ;  Lloyd  v.  Attwood,  3  D.  & 
J.  614  ;  Tomton  v.  Judge,  3  Drew. 
306. 
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Chap,  n.  The  principle  of  law  that  a  man  who  makes  a  representation 

EqaitaMe  appli-  to  another  in  such  a  way  or  under  such  circumstances  as  to 
doctrine  of  mis-  induce  him  to  believe  that  it  is  meant  to  be  acted  on,  is  liable 
repreBentation.    ^  j^j.  ^  fraud  in  the  event  of  the  representation  proving  to  be 

false  and  damage  thereby  accruing  to  the  party  to  whom  it 
was  made,  is  the  ground  on  which  the  doctrine  of  equitable 
estoppel  rests.     "The  law  is  clear,"  said  Lord  Denman,  in 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court  in  Pickard  v.  Sears  (d), 
'*  that  where  one  by  his  words  or  conduct  wilfully  causes  another 
to  believe  in  a  certain  state  of  things,  and  induces  him  to  act 
on  that  belief  so  as  to  alter  his  own  previous  position,  the 
former  is  concluded  from  averring  against  the  latter  a  different 
state  of  things  as  existing  at  the  same  time.'*    In  Freeman  v. 
Cooke  (e)  Lord  Wensleydale,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the 
Court,  stated  that  the  rule  laid  down  in  Pickard  v.  Sears,  "  was 
to  be  considered  as  established,  but  that  by  the  term  'wilfully'  in 
that  rule  must  be  understood,  if  not  that  the  party  represents 
that  to  be  the  truth  which  he  knows  to  be  untrue,  at  least  that 
he  means  his  representation  to  be  acted  upon,  and  that  it  is 
acted  upon  accordingly  ;  and  if,  whatever  a  man's  real  meaning 
may  be,  he  so  conducts  himself  that  a  reasonable  man  would 
take  the  representation  to  be  true  and  believe  that  it  was 
meant  that  he  should  act  upon  it  accordingly,  and  he  accord- 
ingly does  act  upon  it  as  true,  the  pai-ty  making  the  representa- 
tion would  be  equally  precluded  from  contesting  its  truth  "  (/). 
**  This  doctrine,"  said  Lord  Cran worth  in  West  v.  Jones  (g),  "  is 
not  confined  to  cases  where  the  original  representation  was 
fraudulent.    The  doctrine  goes  much  farther.     Even  when  a 
representation  is  made  in  the  most  entire  good  faith,  if  it  be 
made  in  order  to  induce  another  to  act  upon  it  or  under  circum- 
stances in  which  the  party  may  reasonably  suppose  it  will  be 
acted  on,  then  priTodfade  the  party  making  the  representation 
is  bound  by  it  as  between  himself  and  those  whom  he  has  thus 
misled.  ...   A  party  acting  or  abstaining  to  act  on  the  faith 


(d)  6  A.  &  E.  476.  London  db  North  Western  Railway 

[e)  2  Exch.  654.  Co.,  L.  R.  10  C.  P.  307. 
/)  See  Swan  v.  Nm-ih  Austror         (^)  i  sini.  N.  S.  i07. 

lasian  Co,,  2  H.  &  C.  182  ;  Carr  v. 
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of  such  a  representation  has  a  right  as  between  himself  a;bd  Chap.  IL 
the  person  by  whom  he  has  been  so  misled  to  treat  the  repre- 
sentation as  true."  "The  doctrine  of  equitable  estoppel  by 
representation,"  said  Lord  Selbome  in  Bank  of  Louisiana  v. 
Na;tional  Bavk  of  New  Orleans  (h),  "  is  this,  that  if  a  man 
dealing  with  another  for  value  makes  statements  to  him  as  to 
existing  facts  which  being  stated  would  affect  the  contract,  and 
without  reliance  upon  which  or  without  the  statement  of  which 
the  party  would  not  enter  into  the  co;>tract,  and  which  being 
otherwise  than  as  they  were  stated  would  leave  the  situation 
after  the  contract  different  from  what  it  would  have  been  if  the 
representations  had  not  been  made,  then  the  person  making 
the  representations  shall,  so  far  as  the  powers  of  the  Court 
extend,  be  treated  as  if  the  representations  were  true,  and  shall 
be  compelled  to  make  them  good."  "  Where,"  said  Lord  Black- 
bum  in  .Knights  v.  Whiffen  (i),  "  one  states  a  thing  to  another 
with  a  view  to  the  other  altering  his  position,  or  knowing  that 
as  a  reasonable  man  he  will  alter  his  position,  then  the  person 
to  whom  the  statement  is  made  is  entitled  to  hold  the  other 
bound,  and  the  matter  is  regulated  by  the  state  of  facts  im* 
ported  by  the  statement."  A  man,  accordingly,  who  has  by  ex- 
press representation  or  positive  acts  induced  a  reasonable  man  to 
believe  the  existence  of  a  particular  fact  or  state  of  facts  or  things 
and  to  believe  that  the  representation,  as  conveyed  to  his  mind, 
was  meant  to  be  acted  on,  will  not  be  permitted  by  the  Court  to 
derogate  from  interests  which  have  been  created  or  rights  which 
have  been  acquired  on  the  faith  of  the  exis^tence  of  such  a  fact 
or  state  of  facts  or  things,  by  showing  that  the  fact  or  state  of 
facts  or  things  was  not  such  as  he  had  represented  it  to  be,  or 
by  determining  the  actual  state  of  things  which  he  has  so  held 
forth  as  the  consideration  for  the  change  of  his  condition  by  the 
other,  or  to  enforce  his  legal  right,  if  any,  against  him,  unless  the 
latter  has  received  the  benefit  which  he  contemplated  at  the 
time  he  was  induced  to. alter  his  condition  (k). 

In  Freeman  V.  Cooke  it  appeared  that  the  representation 

(k)  6  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  360.  (k)  Pigoti  v.  Stratton,  John.  359, 

(t)  L.  R.  5  Q.  B.  664.  1  D.  F.  &  J.  49. 
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^^P-  ^'  relied  on  as  an  estoppel  was  indeed  made  so  as  to  induce  the 
defendant  to  do  the  act  complained  of,  but  not  with  the  inten- 
tion of  inducing  him  to  do  that  act,  and  further  that  it  was 
contradicted  before  being  acted  upon,  so  that,  considering  the 
statements  together,  no  reasonable  man  would  have  acted  upon 
the  original  representation  as  true,  and  the  representation  was 
consequently  on  either  of  the  above  grounds  holden  not  to  be 
conclusive. 

The  only  case  where  a  representation  as  to  the  future  can 
operate  as  an  estoppel  is  where  it  relates  to  the  purposed 
abandonment  of  an  existing  right,  and  was  intended  to  in- 
fluence, and  has  in  fact  influenced,  the  conduct  of  the  party  to 
whom  it  was  made.  An  estoppel  cannot  arise  from  a  promise 
as  to  future  action  with  respect  to  a  right  to  be  acquired  upon 
an  agreement  not  yet  made  (Q. 

The  principle  is  not  limited  to  cases  where  an  express  and 
distinct  representation  by  words  has  been  made,  but  applies 
equally  to  cases  where  a  man  by  his  silence  causes  another  to 
believe  in  the  existence  of  a  certain  state  of  things,  or  so 
conducts  himself  as  to  induce  a  reasonable  man  to  take  the  re- 
presentation to  be  true,  and  to  believe  that  it  was  meant  that  he 
should  act  upon  it,  and  he  accordingly  acts  upon  it  and  so  alters 
his  previous  position.  Where  there  is  a  duty  or  obligation  to 
speak,  and  a  man  in  breach  of  that  duty  or  obligation  holds  his 
tongue  and  does  not  speak  and  does  not  say  the  thing  he  was 
bound  to  say,  if  that  be  done  with  the  intention  of  inducing  the 
other  pai*ty  to  act  upon  the  belief  that  the  reason  why  he  did  not 
speak  was  because  he  had  nothing  to  say,  there  is  fraud  (m). 
**  A  party,**  said  Lord  Wensleydale  in  Freeman  v.  Cooke  (ii), 
"  who,  in  neglect  of  a  duty  cast  upon  him  to  speak,  stands  by 
and  allows  another  to  contract  on  the  faith  and  understanding 
of  a  fact  which  he  can  contradict,  cannot  afterwards  dispute 
that  fact  in  an  action  against  the  person  whom  he  has  himself 
assisted  in  deceiving  "  (o).     **  The  doctrine,"  said  Lord  Campbell 

(Z)  Insurance  Co.  v.  Mcnoryy  6  Otto  (n)  2  Exch.  663. 

(Amer.),  544.  (o)  See  Carr  v.  London  db  North 

(m)  Brovmlie  v.  Camphelly  6  App.  Western  Railway  Co,,  L.  R.  10  C.  P. 

Ca.  960,  per  Lonl  Blackburn.  307. 
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in  Caimci'088  v.  Lorimer  (p),  "  is  to  be  found  in  the  laws  of  ^*P-  ^' 
all  civilised  nations  that  if  a  man  either  by  words  or  coDduct 
has  intimated  that  be  consents  to  an  act  which  has  been  done, 
or  that  be  will  offer  no  oppasilion  to  it,  although  it  could  not 
have  been  done  lawfully  without  his  consent,  and  he  thereby 
induces  others  to  do  that  from  which  they  might  otherwise  have 
abstained,  he  cannot  question  the  legality  of  the  act  he  has  so 
sanctioned  to  the  prejudice  of  those  who  have  so  given  faith  to 
his  words  or  to  the  fair  inference  to  be  drawn  from  his 
conduct  ...  If  a  party  has  an  interest  to  prevent  an  act  being 
done,  and  has  full  notice  of  its  having  been  done,  and  he 
acquiesces  in  it  so  as  to  induce  a  reasonable  belief  that  he 
consents  to  it,  and  the  position  of  others  is  altered  by  their 
giving  credit  to  his  sincerity, he  has  no  more  right  to  challenge  the 
act  to  their  prejudice  than  he  would  have  had  if  it  had  been  done 
by  bis  previous  licence."  Nor  can  parties  who  stand  by  without 
asserting  their  rights  and  allow  others  to  incur  liabilities  which 
they  might  not  have  incurred  if  those  rights  had  been  asserted, 
set  up  those  rights  as  against  those  by  whom  such  liabilities 
have  been  incurred  (q). 

When,  for  instance,  a  man  builds  or  lays  out  monies  upon 
land,  supposing  it  to  be  his  own,  and  believing  that  he  has  a 
good  title,  and  the  real  owner,  perceiving  his  mistake,  abstains 
from  setting  him  right,  and  leaves  him  to  persevere  in  his  error ; 
or  where  a  man,  under  an  expectation  created  or  encouraged  by 
the  owner  of  land  that  he  shall  have  a  certain  interest,  takes 
possession  of  such  land,  with  the  consent  of  the  owner,  and  upon 
the  faith  of  such  promise  or  expectation,  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  former,  and  without  objection  by  him,  lays  out  monies  upon 
the  land ;  in  such  cases  a  court  of  equity  will  not  afterwards 
allow  the  real  owner  or  the  landlord,  as  the  case  may  be,  to 
assert  his  legal  right  against  the  other,  without  at  least  making 
him  a  proper  compensation  for  the  expenditure  which  he  has 
incurred  (r).     If  the  works  on  which  monies  have  been  laid  out 

(p)  3Macii.  829.  (r)  East  India  Co,  v.  Vincent,  2 

(q)  OUiver  v.  King^  8  D.  M.  &  G.      Atk.  83  ;  Dann  v.  Spurrier,  7  Yes, 

118,  per  Turner,  L.  J. ;  Lindaay  v.      235  ;  Shannon  v.  Bradetreety  I  Sck 

Gihbe,  3  D.  &  J.  697.  &  Lef.  52  ;  Gregory  v.  Mighdl,  18 
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^^P*  ^  are  of  a  permanent  character,  or  are  works  which  point  to  per- 
manence, the  Court  will  not  allow  them  to  be  interfered  with, 
even  upon  the  payment  of  a  proper  compensation.  A  man  who 
by  his  conduct  has  encouraged  another  to  spend  monies  on  his 
land,  in  erecting  works  of  a  permanent  character,  cannot  be 
permitted  to  put  an  end  to  the  very  thing  which  he  has 
approved.  All  that  he  is  entitled  to  is  a  proper  compensation 
in  respect  of  the  land  which  has  been  taken  (a).  The  principle 
applies  to  companies  as  well  as  individuals  (t).  The  case  in 
which  the  principle  has  been  carried  to  the  farthest  extent  is 
Clavering  v.  Thomcbs  (u).  It  was  there  held  that  a  man 
who  has  stood  by  and  allowed  monies  to  be  spent  in  open- 
ing a  mine,  which  he  knew  could  only  be  worked  by  a  way- 
leave  over  his  own  land,  was  bound  in  equity  to  give  the  way- 
leave. 

Another  illustration  of  the  principle  that  a  man  who  remains 
silent  when  there  is  a  duty  to  speak  is  bound  in  equity,  is 
where  a  man  claiming  a  title  in  himself  to  property  is  privy  to 
the  fact  of  another,  with  colour  of  title,  or  pretending  to  title, 
dealing  with  the  property,  as  being  his  own,  or  as  being  un- 
incumbered, and  conceals  his  claim.  A  man  who  claims  an 
interest  in  property  need  not  voluntarily  communicate  the 
existence  of  his  claim  to  a  person  whom  he  knows  to  be  about 
purchasing  the  property  (x),  but  the  suppression  or  conceal- 
ment of  his  claim  is  in  equity  a  fraud,  if  a  man  is  privy  to  the 
fact  that  the  apparent  owner  or  party  in  possession  is  about 


Vea.  328 ;  Cawdor  v.  Lewis,  1  Y.  & 
C.  427  ;  Garrard  v.  C/Reilly,  3  Dr.  & 
War.  414  ;  Clare  v.  Harding,  6  Ha. 
273 ;  Powell  v.  Thomas,  ib.  306  ; 
Duke  of  Leeds  v.  Lord  Amhurst,  2 
Ph.  117;  fVhiU  v.  IVakley,  26 
Beav.  20  ;  Laird  v.  Birkenhead  Rail- 
way Co,,  John.  514  ;  Harcourt  v. 
WTiite,  28  Beav.  303  ;  Archbold  v. 
ScuUy,  9  H.  L.  360  ;  O'Fay  v.  Burke, 
8  Ir.  Ch.  225  ;  Burke  v.  Prior,  16  Jr. 
Ch.  106.  See  Ramsden  v.  Dyson,  1 
E.  ^  I.  App.  Ca.  129  ;  Nunn  v. 
Fabian,  1  Ch.  35. 


(s)  Duke  of  Beaufort  v.  Patrick,  17 
Beav.  60  ;  Somersetshire  Canal  Co,  v. 
HarcouH,  2  D.  &  J.  596  ;  Mold  v. 
JVheatcroft,  27  Beav.  516  ;  Davies  v. 
5«ar,  7  Eq.  438.  See  Bell  y.  Midland 
Railway  Co.,  3  D.  &  J.  673. 

(t)  HiU  V.  South  Staffordshire 
RailuKiy  Co.,  11  Jur.  N.  S.  192. 

(m)  Cit  5  Ves.  689,  6  Ha.  304. 
But  see  WiUmott  v.  Barber,  15  Ch. 
D.  104. 

(x)  See  Rooper  v.  Harrison,  2  K.  & 
J.  103  ;  Mangles  v.  Dixon,  3  H.  L. 
739. 
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to  deal  with  the  property  as  his  own,  and  as  unencumbered,  and 
be  does  not  give  the  party  with  whom  he  is  about  to  deal 
notice  of  his  right.  He  will  not  be  permitted  by  the  Court  to 
set  up  afterwards  his  own  interest  against  a  title  created  by  the 
other  (y).  In  a  case  where  a  mother  heard  her  son  before  his 
marriage  declare  that  a  certain  term  was  to  come  to  him  at  her 
death,  and  was  witness  to  a  deed,  whereby  the  reversion  was 
settled  on  the  issue  of  the  marriage,  she  was  held  compellable 
in  equity  to  make  good  the  settlement  (z).  So,  also,  in  a  case 
where  a  man  having  a  claim  upon  property,  which  was  the 
subject  of  a  reference,  knew  that  the  arbitration  was  going  on 
but  did  not  bring-  forward  his  claim,  he  was  held  bound  by  the 
award  (a).  So,  also,  where  a  purchaser  agreed  with  the  vendor 
to  buy  property  and  the  vendor's  solicitor  concealed  the  fact 
that  he  had  an  encumbrance  on  the  estate,  it  was  held  that  he 
must  take  subject  to  the  interest  which  he  had  allowed  to  be 
acquired  in  consequence  by  the  person  whom  he  misled  in  the 
transaction  (b).  If  indeed  a  married  woman  having  the  oppor* 
tunity  does  not  repudiate  her  fraudulent  act  committed  under 
her  husband's  coercion,  she  will  be  bound  by  it  as  against  a 
purchaser  who  bought  without  notice.  Thus  where  a  woman 
shortly  after  her  marriage  under  threats  from  her  husband  wrote 
and  signed  a  paper,  whereby  she  purported  to  give  him  her 
reversionary  interest  in  a  sum  of  stock  which  the  husband 
subsequently  sold  to  a  purchaser  who  had  no  notice  of  the  fi*aud, 
and  the  wife  on  being  applied  to  on  his  behalf  and  not  being 
under  duress  stated  that  she  had  before  marriage  made  over  her 
interest  to  her  husband,  it  was  held  that  as  against  the  purchaser 


101 

Chap.  II. 


(y)  Teasdale  v.  TeasdaU,  Sel.  Ca. 
Ch.  59  ;  Hunsden  v.  Cheyney,  2  Vem. 
150  ;  Raw  v.  PoU,  ib.  239 ;  Draper 
Y.  BorlaWy  ib.  370 ;  IliboiMU  y.  Rhodes^ 
ib.  554  ;  Savage  v.  Foster,  9  Mod. 
36  ;  Berrisford  v.  MUward,  2  Atk. 
49  ;  Beckett  t.  Gordley,  1  Bro.  C.  C. 
367  ;  Govett  v.  Richmond,  7  Sim.  1 ; 
Brovm  v.  Thorpe,  11  L.  J.  Ch.  73  ; 
Boyd  V.  Bolton,  IJ.  &  L.  730 ;  Thomp- 
Bon  V.  Simpson,  2  J.  &  L.  110; 
NidioUon  v.  Hooper,  4  M.  &  C.  179  ; 


Zulueta  V.  Tyrie,  15  Beav.  591 
Mangles  v.  Dixon,  3  H.  L.  739 
Olliver  v.  King,  8  D.  M.  &  Q.  110 
Davies  y.  Davies,  6  Jur.  N.  S.  1322 
Upton  y.  Vanner,  1  Dr.  &  Sm.  594 
Hooper  y.  Gumm,  2  Ch.  282. 

(«)  Hunsden  v.  Cheyney,  2  Vem. 
150. 

(a)  Govett  v.  Richmond,  7  Sim.  1. 

(6)  Sterry  v.   Combs,  40  L  J.  Ch. 
595. 
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Chap.  II.  she  had  lost  her  equity  to  a  settlement  when  the  fund  fell  into 
possession  (c).  So,  where  a  married  woman  fraudulently  con- 
cealed a  settlement  in  order  to  induce  a  mortgagee  to  advance 
his  money  and  the  mortgage  was  completed,  but  before  the 
deed  was  acknowledged  by  the  married  woman,  the  mortgagee 
received  notice  of  the  settlemeut,  it  was  held  that  her  estate 
was  bound  and  that  she  could  not  defeat  the  mortgage  (d).  In 
Mocatta  v.  Murgatroyd  (e),  the  principle  was  applied  in  the 
case  of  a  first  mortgagee,  from  the  mere  circumstance  of  his 
being  a  witness  to  a  second  mortgage,  but  the  case  goes  too  far. 
In  order  to  postpone  a  prior  mortgage,  it  is  necessary  to  prove 
against  him  fraud  or  actual  notice  of  the  subsequent  moiir 
ga«e  (/). 

X  The  equitable  rule  that  a  man  claiming  an  interest  in 
property  may  not  stand  by  and  conceal  his  claim,  when  he  sees 
another  dealing  with  the  property  as  his  own,  or  as  unincum- 
bered, applies  with  peculiar  force,  if  the  person  claiming  title 
has  in  any  way  actively  encouraged  the  parties  to  deal  with 
each  other  (g),  or  has  confirmed  the  party  in  the  error  into  which 
he  has  fallen,  or  if  he  derives  any  benefit  from  the  delusion  so 
caused  (h). 

In  order  to  justify  the  application  of  the  principle,  it  is  indis- 
pensable that  the  party  standing  by  should  be  fully  apprised  of 
his  rights,  and  should  by  his  conduct  encourage  the  other  party 
to  alter  his  condition,  and  that  the  latter  should  act  on  the  faith 
of  the  encouragement  so  held  out  (i).  The  principle  does  not 
apply  in  favour  of  a  stranger  who  builds  on  land,  knowing  it  to 
be  the  property  of  another,  nor  in  favour  of  a  lessee  who 
expends  monies  with  the  knowledge  of  his  landlord  on  the 
improvement  of    the  estate.     If  a  stranger    builds  on   land 

(c)  Be  Lush's  Trust,  4  Ch.  591.  v.  Davies,  6  Jur.  N.  S.  1322. 

(d)  Sharp  v.  Foy,  4  Ch.  36.  (h)  Nicholson  v.  Hooper,  4  M.  &  C. 

(e)  1  P.  W.  393.  179. 

(/)  Beckett  V.  CordUy,  1   Bio.  C.  (i)  Dann  v.  Spwrrier,  7  Ves.  230 ; 

C.  353.  Barmrd  v.  WaUiSy  Cr.  &  Ph.  85  ; 

ig)  Dyer  v.  Dyer,  2  Ch.  Ca.  108  ;  Marker  v.  Marker,  9  Ha.  16  ;  Hooper 

Draper   v.   Borlase,   2  Vem.    370  ;  v.  Clark,  25  L.  J.  Ch.  467  ;  Bamsden 

Jbbotson  v.  Rhodes,  ib.  553  ;  Brown  v.  Dysoii,  1  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  129. 
v.  Thorpe,  11  L.  J.  Ch.   73  ;  Davies 
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knowing  it  to  be  the  property  of  another,  equity  will  not  ^^v-  n* 
prevent  the  real  owner  from  afterwards  claiming  the  land,  with 
the  benefit  of  all  the  expenditure  upon  it.  So,  also,  if  a  tenant 
being  in  possession  of  land,  and  knowing  the  nature  and  extent 
of  his  interest,  lays  out  money  upon  it  in  the  hope  and  expecta- 
tion of  an  extended  term  or  an  allowance  for  it,  then  if  such 
hope  or  expectation  has  not  been  created  or  encouraged  by  the 
landlord,  the  tenant  has  no  equity  to  prevent  the  landlord  from 
taking  possession  of  the  land  and  buildings  when  the  tenancy  is 
determined  (k).  Nor  does  the  principle  apply  in  favour  of  a 
man  who  is  conscious  of  a  defect  in  his  title,  and  with  such  con- 
viction in  his  mind  expends  money  in  improvements  on  the 
estate  (1). 

A  man  who,  with  full  knowledge  of  the  real  circumstances  of 
the  case,  permits  another,  under  a  mistake,  to  execute  a  deed, 
whereby  he  incurs  a  liability,  cannot  be  heard  to  say  that  he  has 
contracted  liability  on  the  faith  of  the  other  being  subject  to  the 
liability  (m). 

But  a  man  is  not  to  be  deprived  of  his  legal  rights  on  the 
ground  of  acquiescence  unless  he  has  acted  in  such  a  way  as 
would  make  it  fraudulent  in  him  to  set  up  those  rights  (n). 
"  There  are  several  elements  or  requisites,"  said  Mr.  Justice 
Fry  (o),  "necessary  to  constitute  fraud  of  that  description.  In 
the  first  place  the  plaintiff,"  (the  pai*ty  who  alleges  acquiescence) 
"  must  have  made  a  mistake  as  to  his  legal  rights.  Secondly, 
he  must  have  expended  some  money  or  must  have  done  some 
act  (not  necessarily  upon  the  defendant's  land)  on  the  faith  of 
his  mistaken  belief.  Thirdly,  the  defendant,  the  possessor  of 
the  legal  right,  must  know  of  the  existence  of  his  own  right, 
which  is  inconsistent  with  the  right  claimed  by  the  plaintiff. 
If  he  does  not  know  of  it,  he  is  in  the  same  position  as  the 


(jfe)  Pilling  v.  Armitage,  12  Ves.  Bennie  v.  Young,  2D.  &  J.  142. 

78  ;  Clare  Hall  v.  Harding,  6  Ha.  {!)  Kenney  v.  Brown,  3  Ridg.  518. 

273  ;  Duk»  of  Beaufort  v.  Patrick,  17  (m)  Broughton  v.  Hutt,  3  D.  &  J. 

Beav.   60  ;  Hamer  v.  Tildey,  John.  501. 

487  ;  O'Fay  v.  Burke,  8  Ir.  Ch.  226;  (n)  WiUmoU  v.  Barber,  15  Ch.  D. 

Ramaden  v.  Dyson.,  1  E.  &  I.  App.  105. 

Ca.  129,  per  Lord  Kingsdown.     See  (o)  lb. 
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plaintiff,  and  the  doctrine  of  acquiescence  is  founded  upon  con- 
duct with  a  knowledge  of  your  legal  rights.  Fourthly,  the 
possessor  of  the  legal  right  must  know  of  the  plaintiff's  mistaken 
belief  of  his  rights.  If  he  does  not,  there  is  nothing  which  calls 
on  him  to  assert  his  own  rights.  Lastly,  the  defendant,  the 
possessor  of  the  legal  right,  must  have  encouraged  the  plaintiff 
in  his  expenditure  of  money  or  in  other  acts  which  he  has  done 
either  directly  or  by  abstaining  from  asserting  his  legal  right. 
When  all  these  elements  exist,  there  is  fraud  of  such  a 
nature  as  will  entitle  the  Court  to  restrain  the  possessor  of  the 
legal  right  from  exercising  it,  but  nothing  short  of  this  will  do." 

The  rule  of  law  as  to  leave  and  licence  not  being  counter- 
mandable  cannot,  perhaps,  as  far  as  it  goes,  be  distinguished 
from  the  equitable  doctrine  of  acquiescence  ( p),  but  leave  and 
licence  executed  may  be  set  up  at  law,  as  giving  a  right  and 
title,  only  in  cases  where  monies  have  been  expended  by  a  man 
upon  his  own  land  (q).  No  right  or  title  can  be  acquired  to  an 
easement,  or  other  right  over  the  land  of  another,  although  the 
licence  may  have  been  executed^  and  monies  may  have  been 
expended  upon  the  land  of  the  licensee  by  his  express  permission. 
The  licence  may  be  at  any  time  countermanded  at  the  will  of 
the  owner  of  the  soil  (v).  But  in  equity  the  doctrine  of  acquies- 
cence applies  as  well  where  a  man  has  been  induced  to  expend 
monies  on  the  land  of  another,  as  where  the  expenditure  has 
been  on  his  own  land  (s). 

The  equitable  doctrine  with  respect  to  the  part  performance 
of  parol  agreements  is  founded  on  the  general  doctrine  of  law 
as  to  misrepresentation.     At  law  the  express  language  of  the 


{p)  Davies  v.  Marshall,  10  C.  B. 
N.  S.  711,  per  Willes,  J. ;  but  see 
Swaine  v.  Great  Northern,  Bailway 
Co.,  9  Jut.  N.  S.  1196. 

(g)  Winter  v.  BrockweUy  8  East, 
309  ;  Hewlins  v.  Shvpham,  5  B.  &  C. 
221  ;  Liggins  v.  Inge,  7  Bing.  682  ; 
Davies  v.  Marshall,  10  C.  B.  N.  S. 
711  ;  Blood  V.  Keller,  11  Ir.  C.  L. 
124. 

(r)  Wallis  v.   Harrison,  4  M.  & 


W.  538  ;  JVood  v.  Leadbitter,  13  M. 
&  W.  838  ;  Davies  v.  Marshall,  10  C. 
B.  N.  S.  711.  See  Fish^  v.  Moon, 
11  L.  T.  N.  S.  623  ;  but  see  Bloody. 
Keller,  11  Ir.  C.  L.  124. 

(s)  Duke  of  Dewrvshire  v.  Eglin,  14 
Beav.  630 ;  Dvke  of  Beaufort  t. 
Patrick,  17  Beav.  60 ;  HHiite  v. 
Wakley,  26  Beav.  20 ;  Laird  v. 
Birkenhead  Bailway  Co.,  John.  600  ; 
Willmott  v.  Barber,  15  Ch.  D.  96. 


MISREPRESENTATION. 

Statute  of  Frauds  prevails,  and  the  doctrine  as  to  the  part  per- 
formance of  parol  agreements  has  no  place.  But  in  equity  it  is 
a  fraud  in  the  eye  of  the  Court  to  set  up  the  absence  of  an 
agreement,  where  possession  has  been  given  on  the  faith  of  an 
agreement.  If  a  man  has  been  permitted  to  take  possession  on 
the  faith  of  an  agreement,  it  is  against  equity  that  he  should 
be  treated  as  a  trespasser  and  turned  out  of  possession,  on  the 
gi'ound  that  there  is  no  agreement.  Where  possession  has  been 
given  on  the  faith  of  an  agreement,  a  Court  of  equity  will,  as 
far  as  possible,  ascertain  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  and  give 
effect  to  it  {t).  Nothing,  however,  is  part  performance  that 
does  not  put  the  party  into  a  situation  that  it  is  a  fraud 
upon  him,  if  the  agreement  be  not  performed  (u).  In  order, 
too,  that  an  act  of  part  performance  may  have  any  operation 
whatsoever,  it  must  be  shown  plainly  what  the  terms  of 
the  agreement  are,  and  it  must  clearly  appear  that  the 
act  of  part  performance  relied  on  is  properly  referable  to 
an  agreement  such  as  the  one  alleged  and  is  not  refer- 
able to  another  title  (x).  The  expenditure,  for  instance,  by 
a  tenant  in  possession  on  i*epairs,  is  referable  to  the  title  which 
he  has  in  the  estate,  and  cannot  be  deemed  an  act  of  part  per- 
formance (y).  But  the  laying  out  of  money  by  a  tenant  in  pos- 
session, in  purauance  of  a  parol  agreement  for  a  lease,  or  upon 
the  faith  of  a  specific  engagement  that  possession  should  not  be 
disturbed,  is  an  act  of  part  performance  {z).    So,  also,  and  upon 
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(t)  Mundy  v.  JoUiffe,  6  M.  &  C. 
177  ;  Wilson  v.  West  HaHlepool 
BaUway  Co,,  2D.  J.  &  S.  475.  See 
Bond  Y.  Hopkins,  1  Sch.  &  Lei  413, 
433  ;  Morjiiett  v.  Jones,  1  Sw.  172  ; 
Surcombe  v.  Pinniger,  3D.  M.  &  G. 
671 ;  Great  Northern  RaUvmy  Co,  v. 
Lanccukire,  <kc.,  Railway  Co.,  1  Sm. 
&  G.  81  ;  Powell  v.  Lovegrove,  8  D. 
M.  &  G.  357  ;  Pain  v.  Comnhs,  1  D. 
&  J.  34;  Lilliey,  Legh,  3  D.  &  J. 
204 ;  Lincoln  v.  Wright,  4  D.  &  J. 

la 

(u)  Clinan  v.  Cooke,  1  Sch.  &  Lef. 
41. 


(x)  Fry  on  Specific  Performance, 
252.  See  Dale  v.  Hamilton,  5  Ha. 
381  ;  Lincoln  v.  Wright,  4  D.  &  J. 
16  ;  Price  v.  Salushurg,  32  Beav. 
446. 

(y)  WiUsy.  Stradling,  3  Ves.  378 
Pilling  v.  ArmUage,  12  Ves.  78 
Savage  v.  Carroll,  1  B.  &  B.  265 
Brennan  v.  Bolton,  2  Dr.  &  War. 
349.  See  Romsden  v.  Dyson,  1  E.  & 
I.  App.  Ca.  129. 

(z)  WiUs  V.  Stradling,  3  Ves.  378 
Mundy  v.  Jolliffe,  5  M.  &  C.  167 
Sutherland  v.  Briggs,  1  Ha.  26 
Shillibeer  v.  Jarvis,  8  D.  M.  &  Q.  79 
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cniap>  IL  the  same  principle,  the  possession  of  a  tenant  after  the  expira- 
tion of  a  lease,  is  not  a  part  performance,  for  it  is  referable  to 
the  title  he  has  (a) ;  but  it  is  otherwise  if  the  possession  be 
referable  to  an  agreement  for  renewal  (6).  There  must  be  a 
necessary  connection  between  the  act  of  part  performance  and 
the  interest  in  the  land  which  is  the  alleged  subject  matter  of 
the  agreement.  It  is  not  sufficient  that  the  acts  are  consistent 
with  the  existence  of  such  an  agreement  or  that  they  suggest 
or  indicate  the  existence  of  some  agreement,  unless  such  agree- 
ment has  reference  to  the  subject  matter.  Thus  payment  of 
part  or  even  of  the  whole  of  the  purchase  money  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  exclude  the  operation  of  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  unless  it 
is  shown  that  the  payment  was  made  in  respect  of  the  particu- 
lar land  and  the  particular  interest  in  the  land  which  is  the 
subject  of  the  parol  agreement.  On  the  other  hand  the  admis- 
sion into  possession  of  a  stranger  is,  speaking  in  general  terms, 
a  sufficient  part  performance,  for  it  is  not  explicable  upon  any 
other  supposition  than  that  it  has  resulted  from  a  conti-act  in 
respect  of  the  land  of  which  possession  has  been  given.  Again  the 
continuance  in  possession  of  a  tenant  is  not  in  itself  a  sufficient 
part  performance  of  a  parol  agreement  for  the  purchase  of 
the  land,  for  it  is  equally  consistent  with  a  right  depending 
on  his  tenancy  (c).  The  mere  payment  of  money  is  not  part 
performance  (d),  nor  is  marriage  an  act  of  part  performance,  but 
if  one  of  the  contracting  parties  agrees,  as  the  consideration  for 
a  marriage,  to  do  something  more  than  marry,  as  to  settle  an 
estate,  and  in  consideration  of  that  promise  the  other  party  con- 
tracts to  make  a  settlement,  the  settlement  made  by  the  one 
contracting  party  is  a  good  act  of  part  performance  (e). 


Laird  v.  Birkenhead  Railway  Co.y 
John.  530 ;  Nunn  v.  Fahian,  1  Ch. 
36  ;  Williams  v.  Evans,  19  Eq.  547. 

(a)  Wills  V.  Stradlingy  3  Ved.  378  ; 
Lincoln  v.  Wright,  4  D.  &  J.  20. 

(6)  Dowell  V.  Dew,  1  Y.  &  C.  C. 

C.  345. 

(c)  Alderson  v.  Maddison,  7  Q.  B. 

D.  178,  per  Baggallay,  L.  J.  ;  Hum- 
phreys y.  Green,  10  Q.  B.  D.  154. 

(d)  Clinan  v.  Cooke,  1  Sch.  &  Let 


41. 

(e)  Hammersley  v.  De  Biel,  12  CI. 
&  Fin.  45.  See  Warden  v.  Jmies,  2 
D.  &  J.  76 ;  Caton  v.  Caton,  1  Ch. 
137,  2  E.  &  I.  Ap.  127  ;  M'Caskie  v. 
APCai/,  I.  R  2  Eq.  453.  See  further 
on  the  subject  of  part  performance, 
Fry  on  Specific  Performance,  252 — 
270,  Sug.  V.  &  P.  150—157  ;  Dart, 
V.  &  P.  1023—1032. 
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A  parol  agreement  to  grant  a  lease,  entered  into  by  a  tenant      ^^P-  ^^* 
for  life  with. a  leasing  power,  coupled  with  part  performance  by 
the  lessee  during  the  lifetime  of  the  tenant  for  life,  does  not 
bind  the  remainderman  who  did  not  acquiesce  in  the  part  per- 
formance or  know  of  the  agreement  (/). 

In  cases  where  the  aid  of  the  Court  is  sought  on  the  ground  of 
part  performance,  the  facts  must  be  looked  at  carefully  to  see  what 
confirmation  there  is  of  the  plaintiff's  statement,  and  in  looking 
through  the  evidence,  the  Court  is  particularly  careful  to  see 
if  there  are  any  documents  which  confirm  it  (g).  Where  no 
written  documents  exist,  the  proof  in  support  of  the  claim  must 
be  clear  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt  {h). 

The  general  doctrine  of  law  with  respect  to  misrepresenta-  Negligence  may 
tion  and  concealment  applies  to  cases  where  a  man  by  conduct  to  misrepreaen- 
of  culpable  negligence  misleads  another  to  his  prejudice,  or  puts  ****^''* 
it  in  the  power  of  one  man  to  commit  a  fraud  upon  another. 
If  a  man  by  neglect  of  some  duty  that  is  owing  to  another,  or 
to  the  general  public,  of  whom  he  is  one,  leads  him  to  believe 
in  the  existence  of  a  certain  state  of  facts,  and  the  belief  so  in- 
duced is  the  proximate  cause  of  leading  him  to  do  a  certain  act, 
the  former  shall  not  afterwards  as  against  the  latter  be  heard 
to  show  that  that  state  of  facts  did  not  exist,  but  must  abide  by 
the  consequences  of  his  own  wilful  and  unjustifiable  neglect  (i). 
It  is  immaterial  that  he  may  have  been  acting  merely  cai*e- 
lessly,  and  that  his  conduct  may  be  free  from  any  improper 
motive.    Although  a  man  may  be  acting  in  the  most  entire 
good  faith,  if  he  is  guilty  of  such  a  degree  of  neglect  as  to  enable 
another  so  to  deal  with  that  which  is  his  right  as  to  lead  an 
innocent  party  to  assume  that  he  is  dealing  with  his  own,  he 
creates  an  equity  against  himself  in  favour  of  the   innocent 
party,  who  has  been  so  misled,  and  must  bear  the  loss  {k).     If 

(/)  Hope  V.  CUmcurryy  I.  R.  BEq.  160,  per  Lord  Selbome  ;    Carr  v. 

555.  London  d:  North  Western  Railway 

(g)  Nun  V.  Fabian,  1  Ch.  35.  Co,,  L.  R.  10  C.  P.  307. 

(h)  Howe  V.  HaU,  I.  R.  4  Eq.  252.  (k)  TeasdaU  v.  Teaadale,  SeL  Ca. 

(i)  Stran  v.  North    Australasian  Ch.  59  ;  Evans  v.  BichneU,  6  Yes. 

Co,^  2  H.  &  C.  182,  per  Lord  Black-  181  ;  Vandeleur  v.  Blagrave,  17  L.  J. 

bum  ;  Dixon  v.  Mudcleston,  8  Ch.  Ch.  45  ;  Waldron  v.  Sloper,  1  Drew. 
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he  puts  into  the  hands  of  another  the  means  of  obtaining 
money  from  a  third  person,  he  never  can  be  able  to  get  a  de- 
cree to  get  rid  of  that  transaction  arising  out  of  the  securities 
which  he  has  intrusted  to  another,  and  of  which  he,  the  party 
complaining,  was  the  author,  without  first  repaying  the  monies 
thus  obtained  (1).  If  he  arms  another  with  the  symbol  of  pro- 
perty, he  should  be  the  suiBferer  and  not  the  person  who  gives 
credit  to  the  operation  and  is  misled  by  it  (m).  It  is  a  well- 
known  principle  that  where  one  of  two  innocent  must  suffer 
from  the  fraud  of  a  thii*d,  the  loss  should  be  borne  by  him  who 
has  enabled  the  third  party  to  commit  the  fraud  (n).  When 
accordingly  a  solicitor  fraudulently  induced  a  client  to  execute 
a  conveyance  of  an  estate  to  himself,  and  to  sign  an  indorsed 
receipt  for  the  purchase  money  as  having  been  paid  to  him, 
though  no  money  had  in  fact  been  paid,  and  the  solicitor  took 
possession  of  the  estate  and  made  an  equitable  mortgage  of  the 
estate,  representing  it  to  be  his  own  and  unincumbered  :  it  was 
held  that  the  client  who  had  signed  the  receipt  was  guilty  of 
such  negligence  that  he  ought  to  be  postponed  to  the  equitable 
mortgagee  who  had  a  good  equitable  title  without  notice,  and 
who  had  advanced  his  money  on  the  faith  of  the  representation 
contained  in  the  instrument  (o).  So,  also,  if  a  man  leave  a  deed 
executed  by  him  in  the  hands  of  another  person,  and  that  deed 
so  left  in  his  hands  is  made  by  him  a  security  to  a  third 
person  who  acts  honestly  and  fairly  in  the  transaction,  it  is  not 
competent  for  the  person  who  has  left  the  deed  in  his  hands  to 
set  up  against  the  third  party,  who  has  honestly  taken  it  as  a 


193  ;  Perry  Herrick  v.  Aitwoody  2  D. 
&  J.  21. 

(Q  Lord  Aldborough  v.  Trye,  7  CI. 
&  Fin.  463. 

(m)  Vickers  v.  Hertz,  2  Sc,  App. 
Ca.  115. 

(n)  Vandeleur  v.  BlagravCj  17  L. 
J.  Ch.  62  ;  Taylor  v.  Great  Indian 
Peninsula  Railway  Co.,  4  D.  &  J. 
674  ;  Arnold  v.  Cheqtie  Bank,  1  C. 
P.  D.  687  ;  London  and  South  Western 
Bank  v.  Wentworth,  6  Exch.  D.  105  ; 
Rose  v.  Spaxens,  7  Dec.  of  Court  of 


Session,  4th  series,  925.  To  come 
within  the  principle,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  representation  should  be 
false,  and  that  the  party  to  whom  it 
was  made  should  believe  it  to  be 
true,  and  not  have  the  means  which 
would  enable  a  prudent  man  to  dis- 
cover the  falsehood.  Vandeleur  v. 
Blagrave,  17  L.  J.  Ch.  52,  per  Lord 
Cottenham. 

(o)  Hunter  v.   Walters,  7  Ch.  75. 
See  Wiihington  v.  Tate,  4  Ch.  288. 
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security,  the  fact,  if  fact  it  be,  of  fraud  having  been  committed  ^^lap.  IL 
upon  the  person  leaving  it{p).  So,  also,  when  a  man  having 
dealings  with  another  duly  and  formally  executed  a  deed  iti 
respect  of  the  dealings  with  a  receipt  for  the  money  endorsed, 
and  delivered  the  deed  to  the  agent  of  the  other  party  with« 
out  receiving  the  purchase  money,  and  the  agent  received 
the  purchase  money  from  his  principal  and  misappropriated 
it,  it  was  held  that  the  loss  must  fall  on  the  former,  inasmuch 
as  he  had  by  his  negligence  in  delivering  the  deed  to  the  agent 
put  it  into  his  power  to  commit  the  fraud  (q).  So,  also,  when  a 
man  having  dealings  with  another  in  respect  of  which  the  same 
person  acted  as  agent  for  both  parties,  delivered  to  the  agent 
an  instrument,  reciting  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money,  but 
without  a  receipt  for  the  money  being  signed,  and  the  agent  re- 
ceived the  money  from  the  other  party  but  did  not  pay  it 
over  to  the  former,  or  inform  him  that  it  was  in  his  hands,  it 
was  held  that  the  latter,  who  had  paid  the  money  into  the 
hands  of  the  agent,  must  bear  the  loss  (r).  So,  also,  where  A. 
executed  a  mortgage  to  B.  for  1,000Z.,  which  was  not  acted  on, 
but  he  afterwards  executed  another  mortgage  for  2,000Z.  to  B., 
and  the  solicitor  employed  retained  the  fii'st  deed,  and  after* 
wards  fraudulently  induced  B.  without  consideration  to  sign  a 
memorandum  undertaking  to  transfer  the  first  mortgage  to 
A.,  and  he  executed  such  transfer,  and  C,  fin  the  faith  of  B.'s 
act,  advanced  1,OOOZ.,  which  was  received  by  the  solicitor  and 
misapplied,  it  was  held  that  B.  must  be  postponed  to  C.  (s). 
So,  also,  where  a  transfer  of  certificates  in  a  railway  company 
had  been  forged,  and  the  company  registered  the  transfer  and 
placed  the  transferee  on  the  list  of  shareholders  and  delivered 
to  him  certificates,  and  he  transferred  the  shares  to  another 
person,   it  was  held   that  the  giving  of  the   certificates  by 

(p)  Greenfield  Y.  Edwardsy  2  D.  J.  v.   Guy,  8    Beav.   147  ;    Griffin  v. 

&  S.  596.    See  Bannfather^s  Claim,  Clowes,  20  Beav.  61 ;  Wrout  v.  Davies, 

16  Ch.  D.  179.  26  Beav.  369  ;  Smith  v.  Evans,  28 

(q)  West  V.  Jones,  1  Sim.  N.  S.  Beav.  63 ;  JVithington  v.  TaU,  4  Ch. 

ii08.  288. 

(r)  Vandeleur  v.  Blagrave,  6  Beav.  («)  Hioms  v.  Houlton,  16  Beav. 

565,  affirmed  17  L.  J.  Ch.  45.    See  259. 
Young  v.  WTdte,  7  Beav.  506  ;  Young 
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Chap,  n.  the  company  to  the  transferee  amounted  to  a  statement  by 
the  company,  intended  to  be  acted  on  by  purchaflers  in  the 
market,  that  the  transferee  was  entitled  to  the  shares,  and  that 
the  pui'chaser  from  him  having  acted  upon  the  statement,  the 
company  was  estopped  from  denying  its  truth  (t). 

So,  also,  where  the  plaintiffs  to  whom  goods  had  been  pledged 
and  warehoused  in  their  name,  were  induced  by  the  fraudulent 
representations  of  the  pledgor  that  he  had  sold  the  goods  to  the 
defendants,  and  would  pay  them  out  of  the  monies  i-eceived  in 
payment,  handed  him  over  a  delivery  order  for  the  goods,  which 
he  gave  to  the  defendants  as  security  for  advances,  and  the 
defendanst,  on  the  advances  not  being  repaid,  sold  the  goods ; 
it  was  held  that  as  the  plaintiffs  had  allowed  the  pledgor  to 
appear  as  the  ostensible  owner  of  the  goods  the  loss  must  fall 
on  them  (n). 

So,  also,  where  the  drawer  of  a  cheque  fills  it  up  so  carelessly 
as  to  enable  the  holder  of  the  cheque  to  add  figures,  making 
it  payable  for  a  larger  amount,  he  cannot,  as  against  a  banker, 
who  has  by  his  neglect  in  the  mode  of  drawing  up  the  cheque, 
been  led  to  pay  the  forged  cheque,  complain  of  that  payment  or 
set  up  the  invalidity  of  the  document  (x).  So,  also,  a  man  who 
gives  an  acceptance  in  blank  holds  out  the  person  to  whom  it 
is  entrusted  as  clothed  with  ostensible  authority  to  fill  in  the 
bill  as  he  pleases  within  the  limits  of  the  stamp  (y).  So,  also, 
when  a  bill  is  accepted  in  blank  for  the  purpose  of  being 
negotiated,  and  is  afterwards  filled  up  with  the  name  and 
signature  of  a  person  as  drawer  and  indorser,  the  acceptor 
cannot  as  against  a  bond  jide  indorsee  for  value  adduce  evi- 
dence to  show  that  either  the  drawing  or  indorsement  is  a 
forgery  {z).     So,  also,  where  an  employer  signed  an  order  for 

{t)  Bahiay,  San  Francisco  EaiLway  1  Macq.  513. 

Co.,  L.  R.  3  Q.  B.  584.    See  HaH  v.  (y)  Garrard  v.  LewU,  10  Q.  R  D. 

Frontino  d:c.  Oold  Co.,  ib.,  5  Excli.  33. 

Ill  ;  Simm  v,' Anglo-American  Tele-  (z)  London  d:  South  Western  Bank 

graph  Co.,  5  Q.  B.  D.  213.  v.  Wmhioorth,  6  Exch.  D.  96.     See 

(tt)  Babcock  v.  Lawson,  4  Q.  B.  D.  Bobarts  v.    Tucker,  16  Q.    B.   680  ; 

400, 5  Q.  B.  D.  286.  comp.  Bax^ndale  v.  Bennett,  3  Q.  B. 

(x)  Young  v.  Grote,  4  Bing.  263.  D.  525. 
See  Orr  v.  Union  Bank  of  Scotland, 
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payment  of  money  which  had  been  drawn  up  by  his  clerk  in 
8uch  a  negligent  way  that  the  amount  could  be  increased,  and 
the  clerk  afterwards  increased  the  amount,  and  a  bank  to  which 
the  order  was  presented  cashed  it,  it  was  held  that  the  em- 
ployer was  not  entitled  to  complain  of  the  cashing  of  the  order 
in  consequence  of  the  negligent  way  in  which  the  order  had 
been  drawn  up  (a). 

The  mere  fact  of  a  purchaser  or  mortgagee  not  being  in  pos- 
session of  the  title  deeds  will  not,  in  the  absence  of  other 
circumstances  indicative  of  fraud,  or  gross  and  wilful  negli- 
gence (6),  affect  his  legal  title  as  against  subsequent  purchasers 


111 

ch&p.  n. 


(a)  Halifax  Union  v.  WKeeVwrighi, 
L.  R.  10  Ex.  Ch.  190.  See  Arnold  v. 
Cheque  Bank,  1  C.  P.  D.  687. 

(6)  The  distinction  between  mere 
negligence  and  gross  negligence  was 
rec(^ised  by  the  Roman  lawyers. 
CWjpa  levis,  in  the  language  of  the 
Roman  law,  ia  the  want  of  that  dili- 
gence which  is  taken  by  prudent, 
careful  persons ;  culpa  lata  is  the 
want  of  that  diligence  which  might 
be  expected  even  of  a  person  of  less 
than  ordinary  prudence.  Lindl.  on 
Jur.  131.  Culpa  lata  was  considered 
generally  equivalent  to  doltu.  Lata 
culpa  dolo  comparatur.  Dig.  11,  tit. 
6,  1^.  1,  §  1.  ''Lata  culpa  est 
niinia  n^ligentia  id  est  non  intelli- 
gere  quod  omnes  intelligunt.''  Dig. 
Lib.  50,  tit.  16,  leg.  213.  "  Si  quis 
non  ad  eum  modum  quern  nominum 
natura  desiderat  diligens  est,  fraude 
non  caret."  Dig.  Lib.  16,  tit  3,  leg. 
32.  ''  Sensus  est,"  adds  a  commen- 
tator, ib.,  ''latam  culpam  duobus 
indiciis  deprehendL  Primo,  si  quis 
non  ad  eum  modum  faciat,  quo 
omnes  homines  faciunt :  altero  si 
quis  non  eodem  modo  in  re  aliena  ac 
in  Buis  rebus  versetur ;  utrumque 
dolo  proximum  est.  Levis  est 
quoties  eandem  in  alienis  quam  in 
suis  rebus  diligentiam  et  fidem  pne- 


stat,  non  tamen  earn  quam  circnm- 
spectiores  homines  et  diligentissimi 
adhibent  :  et,  ut  paucis  dicam,  levis 
culpa  est  consueta  in  rebus  suis  et 
alienis  negligentia  lata  est  in  suis  dili- 
gentia  in  alienis  negligentia."  If  the 
fault  is  one  which  any  man  in  his 
senses  would  have  scrupled  to  commit, 
there  is  lata  culpa :  if  the  fault  con- 
sists in  falling  short  of  the  highest 
standard  of  carefulness  to  avoid 
injury  that  could  be  found ;  such, 
for  instance,  as  the  carefulness  em- 
ployed in  the  management  of  affairs 
by  a  person  who  would  deserve  to 
be  called  bonus  paterfamilias,  the 
culpa  was  levis  or  Uvisstma.  Or, 
again,  it  might  consist  in  falling 
short  of  the  care  which  the  person 
guilty  of  the  culpa  was  accustomed 
to  bestow  on  his  own  affairs.  Lata 
culpa  was  treated  very  much  on  the 
same  footing  as  dolus,  as  there  always 
seems  something  wilful  in  the  ex- 
treme negligence,  the  crassa  negligen- 
^ia  which  characterised  the  lata  culpa. 
—Sandars,  Inst  p.  477.  When  it  is 
said  by  the  Roman  lawyers  that 
negligence,  heedlessness,  or  rashness 
is  equivalent  in  certain  cases  to 
dolus,  the  meaning  is  that,  judging 
from  the  conduct  of  the  party,  it  is 
impossible  to  determine  whether  he 
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Chap.  II.  or  incumbrancers  (c).  But  if  a  man  on  taking  the  legal  estate 
makes  no  inquiry  for  the  title  deeds  which  constitute  the  sole 
evidence  of  the  title  to  the  property,  or  allows  them  to  re- 
main in  the  hands  of  the  vendor  or  mortgagor,  his  conduct 
affords  evidence  of  an  amount  of  negligence  and  carelessness 
sufficient  to  justify  the  Court  in  assuming  that  he  had  ab- 
stained from  making  the  enquiry  from  a  suspicion  that  his 
title  would  be  affected  if  it  was  made,  and  in  imputing  to  him 
the  knowledge  which  by  the  use  of  ordinary  diligence  he  might 
have  discovered.  So,  also,  gross  negligence  will  be  imputed  to 
a  man  who,  having  lent  the  title  deeds  to  the  vendor  or  mort- 
gagor for  a  temporary  and  reasonable  purpose,  allows  them  to 
remain  out  of  his  hands  for  an  unreasonable  time,  and  does  not 
reclaim  them  with  proper  diligence.  If  in  either  of  such  cases 
a  fraudulent  use  is  made  of  the  title  deeds  by  the  vendor  or 
mortgagor,  and  a  new  title  is  created  by  means  of  them  in 
favour  of  a  subsequent  purchaser  for  value  without  notice,  the 
first  purchaser  or  mortgagee  will  be  postponed  in  equity  to  the 
subsequent  incumbrancer  (cZ).  But  if  a  man  on  taking  the  legal 
estate,  either  as  purchaser  or  mortgagee,  inquires  for  the  title 
deeds  and  a  reasonable  explanation  or  excuse  is  given  for  their 
non-delivery,  or  if  he  parts  with  them  for  a  reasonable  and 
temporary  purpose,  and  does  not  allow  them  to  remain  out  of 
his  hands  without  making  reasonable  enquiries  for  them,  or 
using  reasonable  endeavours  to  get  them  back,  gross  negligence 
will  not  be  imputed  to  him,  although  a  fraud  may  be  practised 
by  means  of  them  upon  an  innocent  party  (e).  The  Court,  it 
was  said  in  Ratcliffe  v.  Baimard  (/ ),  will  not  take  away  his 


intended  or  whether  he  was  negli- 
gent, heedless,  or  rash  ;  and  that 
such  being  the  case,  it  shall  be  pre- 
sumed that  he  intended,  and  his 
liability  shall  be  adjudged  accord- 
ingly, provided  that  the  question 
arise  in  a  civil  action.  Austin  Lect. 
on  Jur.,  vol.  2,  p.  107. 

(c)  Evans  v.  Bicknell,  6  Ves.  174, 
191 ;  Martinez  v.  Cooper,  2  Russ. 
198  ;  Colyer  v.  Finch,  5  H.  L.  905. 

(d)  Hewitt  v.   Loosemore,  9    Ha. 


449  ;  Perry  Herrich  v.  Attwood,  2  D. 
&  J.  21  ;  Lloyd  v.  Attwood,  3  D.  & 
J.  614  ;  Hopgood  v.  Ernest,  3  D.  J. 
&  S.  116  ;  Briggs  v.  Jones,  10  Eq. 
92  ;  Ratcliffe  v.  Bamnrd,  6  Ch.  652  ; 
Fox  V.  Hawkes,  13  Ch.  D.  822; 
Bannfather's  Claim,  16  Ch.  D.  179. 

(e)  Martinez  v.  Cooper,  2  Russ. 
198  ;  Stevens  v.  Stevens,  2  Cull.  20  ; 
Espin  V.  Pemherton,  3  D.  &  J.  547. 

(/)  6  Ch.  654 
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legal  security  from  a  man  unless  he  has  been  guilty  of  fraud,      ^^^p-  ^^' 
or  of  that  wilful  negligence  which  leads  the  Court  to  conclude 
that  he  was  an  accomplice  in  the  fraud  .(^). 

The  rule  that  a  purchaser  or  mortgagee  who  neglects  to 
make  proper  enquiries  for  the  title  deeds,  or  who  allows  them 
to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  vendor  or  mortgagor,  will  be 
postponed  to  a  subsequent  incumbrancer  without  notice,  who 
obtains  possession  of  the  deeds,  operates  not  only  for  the  benefit 
of  the  incumbrancer  who  has  obtained  possession  of  the  deeds, 
but  also  for  the  benefit  of  a  subsequent  incumbrancer  who  has 
advanced  his  money  innocently  in  the  belief  that  there  was 
not  any  incumbrance  prior  to  that  of  the  incumbrancer  in  pos- 
session of  the  deeds  and  who  has  made  proper  enquiries  as  to 
the  possession  of  the  deeds  (h). 

In  cases  where  the  contract  lies  between  parties  having 
merely  equitable  interests,  unaccompanied  by  the  legal  estate, 
negligence  or  indiscretion  in  the  one  may  give  the  other, 
although  his  equity  is  posterior  in  creation,  a  better  claim  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Court.  An  equitable  mortgagee  accordingly, 
who  either  omits  or  neglects  to  get  possession  of,  or  who  having 
got  possession  of  the  title  deeds  gives  them  up  to  the  mort- 
gagor and  thereby  arms  him  with  the  means  of  dealing  with 
the  estate,  as  the  absolute  legal  or  equitable  owner,  free  from 
any  shadow  of  incumbrance  or  adverse  equity,  will  be  postponed 
to  a  subsequent  equitable  incumbrancer  without  notice,  who 
has  got  possession  of  the  deeds,  and  whose  equity  in  other  re- 
spects is  of  the  same  nature  and  quality  (^).  In  examining  into 
the  relative  merits  or  equities  of  two  parties  having  adverse 
equitable  interests,  the  Court  directs  its  attention  not  only  to 
the  nature  and  conditions  of  their  respective  equitable  inte- 
rests but  to  the  circumstances  of  their  acquisition,  and  the 
whole  conduct  of  each  party  with  respect  thereto :  and  in  ex- 
amining into  these  points  it  must  apply  the  test  not  of  any 

(g)  See  further,  infra,  notice.  Sloper,  1  Drew.  193 ;  Rice  v.  Rice,  2 

(h)  Clarke  v.  Palmer,  21  Ch.  D,  Drew.  83  ;  Dowle  v.  Saunders,  2  H. 

124.  &  M.  242  ;  Adsetts  v.  Hives,  33  £eav. 

(t)  Allen  V.  Knight,  5   Ha.  272,  52  ;  Layard  v.  Maud,  4  Eq.  397 ; 

affirmed   11   Jur.  527;  Waldrm  v.  Spencerv.  Clarke, 9 Ch.  D.  137. 
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Ch&p.  n.  technical  rule  or  any  rule  of  partial  application,  but  the  same 
broad  principles  of  right  and  justice  which  a  Court  of  equity 
applies  universally  in  deciding  upon  contested  rights  (k).  **  A 
pre-existing  equitable  title,"  said  Lord  Cairns,  in  Shropshire 
Union  Canal  Co.  v.  Reg,  (l),  "  may  be  defeated  by  conduct,  by 
representations,  by  mis-statements  of  a  character  which  would 
operate  and  cause  to  forfeit  and  take  away  the  pre-existing 
equitable  title."  When,  accordingly,  a  vendor  who  chose  to 
leave  part  of  the  purchase  money  unpaid,  executed  and  de- 
livered to  the  purchaser  a  conveyance  in  which  there  was  a 
receipt  indorsed  acknowledging  that  the  purchase  money  had 
been  paid,  and  the  purchaser  fraudulently  deposited  the  deed 
with  an  equitable  mortgagee,  it  was  held  that  the  equitable 
mortgagee  had  a  better  equity  than  the  vendor,  inasmuch  as 
the  latter  had  in  effect  invited  and  encouraged  the  mortgagee 
to  rely  on  the  title  of  the  purchaser  (m).  So,  also,  where  an 
equitable  mortgagee  returned  the  deeds  to  the  person  from 
whom  he  had  received  them,  who  promised  to  return  them  but 
did  not  do  so,  and  after  keeping  them  a  considemble  time, 
deposited  the  deeds  by  way  of  equitable  mortgage  with  a  bond 
Jide  purchaser  without  notice,  it  was  held  that  the  first  equit- 
able mortgagee  had  by  his  laches  lost  his  equity  as  against  the 
second  equitable  mortgagee  (n). 

"  Persons,"  said  Lord  Hatherley,  in  Shropshire  Union,  <fcc., 
Canal  Co.  v.  Reg,  (o),  "  being  real  owners  of  equitable  interests 
may  so  conduct  themselves  as  to  hold  out  to  third  persons 
dealing  with  their  trustee  that  they  are  not  such  equitable  owners. 
Either  they  have  paited  with  their  interest  as  in  Waldron  v. 
Sloper,  where  deeds  had  been  parted  with  for  four  years,  deeds 
that  constituted  in  fact  Waldron's  only  title,  or  it  might  be  as 
in  the  case  of  Rice  v.  Rice,  that  they  may  have  represented  that 
they  had  parted  with  their  interest  by  signing  a  receipt  for  the 
purchase-money  when  their  only  interest  was  a  lien  on  the  pur- 

(*)  Rice  V.  Rice,  2  Drew.  95,  per  (n)  JFcddrony. Sloper,!  Drew.  193. 

Kindersley,  V.  C. ;  Case  v.  James,  3  See  Adsetts  v.  Hives,  33  Beav.  52  ; 

D.  F.  &  J.  263.  D(noU  v.  Saunders,  2  H.  &  M.  251. 

(Z)  7  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  606.  (o)  7  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  512. 

(w)  Rice  V.  Rice,  2  Drew.  95. 
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cbase-money.    In  one  manner  or  other  they  may  have  so  repre-      Chap.  II. 
sented  that  they  have  parted  with  their  equitable  rights  and 
interests  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  them  again  to  set  up 
that  right  against  a  person  who  has  acquired  a  contradictory 
right  upon  the  faith  of  that  assertion  and  that  representation/' 

If  both  parties  have  been  guilty  of  neglect  in  the  transaction, 
the  one  whose  neglect  has  been  the  least  will  have  the  better 
equity  (p). 

In  the  case  of  mere  equitable  interests  priority  cannot  be 
obtained  through  the  medium  of  a  breach  of  trust  or  duty. 
Where  it  is  sought  to  postpone  an  equitable  title  created  by 
declaration  of  trust  a  strong  case  must  be  made  out.  A  trustee 
cannot  without  express  authority,  or  at  all  events  without 
authority  to  be  implied  from  circumstances  furnishing  the  most 
substantial  grounds  for  the  implication,  either  pledge  the  deeds 
of  the  cestui  que  trust  or  affect  his  estate  or  interest  under 
them.  A  cestui  que  trust  will  not  be  postponed  on  the  ground 
that  he  did  not  enquire  into  the  acts  or  conduct  of  his 
trustee  (g).  Nor  will  negligence  be  imputed  to  a  man  who  has 
taken  a  security  in  the  name  of  another,  if  he  do  not  watch  his 
trustee.  The  fact  that  some  of  the  money  may  have  been 
advanced  by  the  trustee  does  not  vary  the  rule  (r). 

Nor  will  negligence  be  imputed  to  a  man  for  leaving  his 
title-deeds  in  the  hands  of  his  solicitor  (a),  or  his  certificates  for 
shares  with  his  bankers  for  safe  custody  (f),  or  for  delivering  a 
transfer  of  shares  and  certificates  to  a  broker  for  the  purpose 
of  registration  {u),  or  to  a  member  of  a  partnership  firm  for 
allowing-  his  partner  to  get  possession  of  the  deeds  relating  to 
the  partnei'ship  property  {x) ;  nor  .will  negligence  be  imputed  to 
trustees  for  leaving  documents  of  title  relating  to  the  trust 
estate  in  the  hands  of  one  of  their  number  {y) ;  or  to  a  cestui 

{p)  Vandeleur  v.  Blagravey  17  L.  («)  Cory  v.  Eyre,  1  D.  J.  &  S.  149  ; 

J.  Ch.  52  ;  Wrout  v.  Davies,  25  Beav.  Bozon  v.  Williams,  3  Y.  &  J.  150. 

369  ;    fFiihdrvgton  v.    Tate,  4  Ch.  (t)  Johnston  v.  Renton,  9  Eq.  181. 

288.  (u)  Donalds(m  v.   GUlott,  3    Eq. 

(q)  Cory  v.  Eyre,  1  D.  J.  &  S.  168 ;  277. 

Shropshire  Union^  dbc.  Canal  Co,  v.  (x)  Cavander  v.  Bvlteel,  9  Ch.  79. 

Reg.,  7  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  507.  {y)  Cottam    v.    Eastern    Counties 

(r)  BradUy  v.  Riches,  9  Ch.  D.  193.  Railway  Co.,  IJ.  &  H.  243. 
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Chap.  IL  que  trust  for  allowing  the  trustee  to  have  in  his  possession 
documents  of  title  relating  to  the  trust  estate  (z) ;  nor  will 
negligence  be  imputed  to  a  man  for  delivering  over  certificates 
for  shares  as  a  security  for  monies  advanced  in  a  regular  and 
proper  course  of  business  (a) ;  nor  can  there  be  negligence  in 
relying  on  the  honesty  of  servants  in  the  discharge  of  their 
ordinary  duty  (6)  ;  nor  will  negligence  be  imputed  to  trustees 
for  leaving  a  corporation  seal  in  the  hands  of  their  secretary  (c). 
Negligence,  however,  to  amount  to  an  estoppel  or  to  raise  an 
equity  must  be  negligence  in  the  transaction  itself,  and  must  be 
the  proximate  cause  of  leading  the  party  into  the  mistake.  It 
is  not  enough  that  the  negligence  be  collateral  to  the  trans- 
action. It  must  also  be  the  neglect  of  some  duty  that  is  owing 
to  the  person  led  into  that  belief,  or,  what  comes  to  the  same 
thing,  to  the  general  public  of  whom  that  person  is  one,  and  not 
merely  neglect  of  what  would  be  prudent  in  respect  to  the 
party  himself,  or  even  of  some  duty  owing  to  third  persons  with 
whom  those  seeking  to  set  up  the  estoppel  are  not  privy  (d).  In  a 
case,  accordingly,  where  a  man  who  owned  shares  in  two  com- 
panies executed  a  transfer  of  shares  in  blank,  and  gave  his 
broker  authority  to  fill  them  up  with  shares  in  one  company, 
and  the  broker  filled  them  up  with  shares  in  the  other  company, 
which  were  afterwards  transferred  to  an  innocent  person,  the 
Court  held  that  the  negligence  of  the  owner  of  the  shaies  in 
executing  the  deed  in  blank  was  not  the  real  and  proximate 
cause  of  the  loss,  but  that  the  proximate  cause  of  the  loss  was 
the  forgery  and  felony  of  the  broker  and  his  fraudulent  conduct 
in  converting  deeds  intended  to  operate  on  shares  in  one  com- 
pany into  the  means  of  dispo^ng  of  shares  in  another  (e). 
So  also  in  a  case  where  the  bill  sued  on  bore  the  defendant's 

(z)  Shropshire  Union.,  <frc.,  Canal  Co.,  2  H.  &  C.  lS2,p€r  Lord  Black- 
Co.  V.  Reg.y  7  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  496.  bum  ;    Carr    v.    London  d:  North 

(a)  Ortigoza  v.  Brown,  47  L.  J.  Ch.  Western  BaUxoay  Co,  L.  R.  10   C. 

168.  P.  307,  per  Brett,  L.  J. ;  Arnold  v. 

(6)  Arnold  v.  Cheque  Bank,  1  C.  P.  Chequs   Bank,    1    C.    P.    D.    587  ; 

D.  587.  Cooper  v.  Veaey,  20  Ch.  D.  634. 

(c)  Baiik  of  Ireland  v.  Evan£  (e)  Swan  v.  N(yrih  Australagian 
Charities,  5  H.  L.  409.  Co.,  2  H.  &  C.  180. 

(d)  Swan  V.  North  Australasian 
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signature,  and  purported  to  have  been  drawn  and  indoraed  by  Chap,  II. 
one  person,  and  also  indorsed  by  another  from  whom  the  plaintifif 
received  it,  but  before  it  had  been  so  drawn  and  indorsed,  and 
whilst  it  was  a  mere  blank  paper  with  a  bill  stamp  and  de- 
fendant's signature  upon  it,  it  was  stolen  from  defendant's 
drawer,  and  therefore  never  had  been  given  to  the  drawer  or 
anyone  from  whom  he  received  it  to  be  negotiated  in  any  way 
as  a  bill  of  exchange,  it  was  held  that  the  negligence  of  the 
defendant  was  not  the  proximate  cause  of  the  transaction^  and 
that  therefore  he  was  not  liable  (/).  So  also  negligence  in  the 
custody  of  a  draft,  or  in  its  transmission  by  post,  will  not  disen* 
title  the  owner  of  it  to  recover  the  draft  or  its  proceeds  from  one 
who  has  wrongfully  obtained  possession  of  it  (g).  So  also  in  a 
case  where  a  fraudulent  transfer  of  stock  had  been  effected  by 
means  of  a  power  of  attorney  improperly  sealed  with  the  seal 
of  a  corporation  by  the  secretary  who  had  custody  of  the  seal, 
whereby  he  was  enabled  to  commit  the  forgery,  it  was  held  that 
there  was  not  such  negligence  as  to  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  his 
right  to  insist  that  the  transfer  was  invalid,  that  to  have  the 
effect  of  depriving  him  of  such  right  there  must  be  negligence 
in  or  immediately  connected  with  the  transaction  itself,  that  if 
there  was  negligence  in  the  custody  of  the  seal,  it  was  very 
remotely  connected  with  the  act  of  transfer,  and  that  the 
transfer  was  not  a  necessary  or  ordinary  or  likely  result  of  that 
negligence  (A).  So  also  where  transfers  had  been  executed  by 
the  owner  of  shares  in  blank  as  to  the  particular  shares,  and  the 
blanks  had  been  fraudulently  filled  up  by  the  broker  with  shares 
not  intended  by  the  transferor  to  pass,  and  the  shares  had  been 
sold,  it  was  held  that  the  transfer  was  void,  and  that  the  original 
owner  was  entitled  to  have  the  shares  delivered  up  and  their 
registration  in  the  name  of  the  purchaser  restrained  (i). 

The  law  relating  to  negotiable  instruments  stands  on  peculiar 
grounds.    The  law  relating  to  these  instruments  is  part  of  the  law 

(/)  BaxeTtdcde  v.  Bennett,  3  Q.  B.  Qi)  Bank    of  Ireland    v.    Evan^ 

D.  526.  Chanties,  5  H,  L.  410. 

(g)  Arnold  v.  Cheque  Bank,  1  C.  P.  (t)  Taylor  v.  Great  Indian  Penin^ 

D.  587.    See  Hunter  v.   Walters,  7  svla  Railway  Co,,  4  D.  &  J.  574. 
Ch.  87. 


118 


MISREPRESENTATION. 


Chap.  n.  merchant,  which  in  order  that  the  negotiability  of  such  instru- 
ments, which  is  of  the  very  essence  of  their  commercial  utility, 
shall  not  be  impaired,  establishes  that  if  a  man  once  puts  his 
name  to  such  an  instrument,  he  shall  be  liable  to  a  bond  fide 
owner  without  notice  in  respect  of  what  may  be  added  to  give 
effect  in  negotiating  the  instrument,  notwithstanding  this  may 
be  done  in  the  absence  of  authority  or  even  for  the  purpose  of 
fraud  (i). 

In  the  case  of  equitable  interests  in  personal  estate,  or  choses 
in  action,  a  purchaser  or  other  incumbrancer,  who  fails  to  give 
notice  of  his  interest  to  the  person  in  possession  of  the  fund, 
will  be  postponed  to  an  incumbrancer,  though  subsequent  in 
date,  who  gives  notice  (I).  But  this  rule  has  no  application 
whatever  to  real  estate.  As  between  equitable  incumbrancers 
of  real  estate,  he  whose  security  is  prior  in  date,  is  entitled  to 
priority  over  a  person  who  takes  a  subsequent  security,  not- 
withstanding that  the  latter  may  have  been  beforehand  in 
gi\^g  the  party  in  possession  of  the  estate  notice  of  his  secu- 
rity (m).  An  equitable  incumbrancer  on  real  estate  is  not  as 
against  another  equitable  incumbrancer  postponed  by  any 
absence  of  activity  in  asserting  his  legal  right,  except  such  as 
amounts  to  fraud  (n). 


(k)  2  H.  &  C.  189,  per  Cockbum, 
C.  J.  See  Foster  v.  Machinnon,  L. 
B.  4  C.  P.  712. 

(I)  Dearie  v.  Hall,  3  Russ.  1 ; 
Loveridge  v.  Cooper,  ib.  30  ;  Foster  v. 
Blackstone,  1  M.  &  E.  297  ;  Martin 
V.  Sedgwick,  9  Beav.  333 ;  Etty  v. 
Bridges,  2  Y.  &C.  C.  C.  486  ;  Thomp- 
son V.   Tomkins,  2  Dr.  &  Sm.  8  ; 


Lloyd  V.  Banks,  3  Ch,  490 ;  Saffron 
JValden,  dec.  Society  v.  Rayner,  14 
Ch.  D.  410 ;  Bannfather's  Claim,  16 
Ch.  D.  179. 

(m)  Jones  v.  Jones,  8  Sim.  642 ; 
WiUshire  v.  RahhUs,  14  Sim.  7a 

(n)  Eooper  v.  Harrison,  2  K.  &  J. 
103. 


CHAPTER  III. 

PRESUMPTIVE   OR   CONSTRUCTIVE  FRAUD. 

Besides  that  kiud  of  fraud  which  consists  in  misrepresenta-     Chap.  in. 
tion,  express  or  implied,  there  is  another  which  will  be  pre- 
sumed, when  parties  to  a  transaction  do  not  stand  upon  the 
equal  footing  on  which  parties  to  a  transaction  should  stand  (a). 
The  general  theory  of  law  in  regard  to  acts  done  and  contracts 
made  by  parties  affecting  their  rights  and  interests,  being  that, 
in  order  to  bind  them  there  must  be  a  free  and  full  consent, 
and  consent  being  an  act  of  reason  accompanied  with  delibera- 
tion, transactions,  in  which  one  of  the  parties  is  not  as  free  and 
voluntary  an  agent  as  the  other,  or  does  not  apprehend  the 
meaning  and  effect  of  what  he  is  doing,  want  the  very  qualities 
which  are  essential  to  the  validity  of  all  transactions  (6).     In 
order  that  there  should  be  consent,  it  is  essential  that  the  con- 
sent should  be  given  with  reflection  and  with  knowledge,  freely, 
without  restraint  or -surprise.     Fraud,  therefore,  whether  con- 
sisting in  misrepresentation,  concealment,  violence,  duress,  or 
constraint,  will  nullify  consent  (c).     It  is  upon  this  principle 
that  when  a  person,  who  from  his  state  of  mind,  age,  weakness, 
or  other  peculiar  circumstances,  is  incapable  of  exercising  a  &ee 
discretion,  is  induced  by  another  to  do  any  act  which  may  tend 
to  the  injury  of  himself  or  his  representatives,  that  other  shall 
not  be  allowed  to  derive  any  benefit  from  his  improper  conduct. 
The  equitable  rule  is  of  universal  application  that  where  a  man 
is  not  a  free  agent,  or  is  not  equal  to  protecting  himself,  the       ^ 
court  will  protect  him  (d). 

(a)  Edwards  v.   Meyrick,   2   Ha.  a.  2,  n.  38. 
68.  {d)  Evans    v.  Llewellyn^    1    Cox, 

(6)  Story,  Eq.  Jur.  s.  222.  340 ;  Crowe  v.  BaUa/rdy  1  Vea.  Jr. 

(c)  ToulL  Cod.  Civ.,  liv.  3,  tit.  3,  215  ;  Gasbome  v.  Barsham,  2  Beav. 
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^^P-  ^^^'  It  is  upon  the  general  ground  that  there  is  a  want  of  rational 

Lunacy,  idiotcj,   and  deliberate  consent  that  the  contracts  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and 

other  persons  non  compotes  mentis  are  generally  deemed  in- 
valid by  a  court  of  equity.  The  mere  fact,  however,  that  a  man 
is  in  a  state  of  lunacy,  or  is  even  in  confinement,  will  not  per  Be 
induce  the  Court  to  interfere,  if  it  be  distinctly  shown  that  the 
transaction  was  for  his  own  benefit,  that  no  coercion  or  imposi- 
tion was  used,  and  that  he  knew  clearly  what  he  was  doing  {e) ; 
and  so  an  executed  contract  where  parties  have  been  dealing 
fairly  and  in  ignorance  of  the  lunacy,  will  not  be  set  aside,  if 
injustice  would  be  done  to  the  other  side  and  the  parties  cannot 
be  placed  in  statu  quo,  or  in  the  position  in  which  they  stood 
before  the  transaction  (/).  But  this  rule  is  not  applicable  to  a 
case  where  the  question  is  whether  the  deed  of  a  lunatic  alter- 
ing the  provisions  of  a  settlement  is  invalid  {g). 

The  same  rule  prevails  at  law.  To  prove  lunacy  is  not 
enough  to  avoid  a  contract.  A  contract  entered  into  bond  fide 
and  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  is  not  void  by  reason 
of  one  of  the  parties  having  been  at  the  time  a  lunatic  (A).  To 
vitiate  the  contract  it  must  appear  that  the  other  party  was 
aware  of  the  fact  of  lunacy  and  took  advantage  of  it  (i). 

A  pai-ty  claiming  under  a  deed  is  not  bound  to  prove  the 

sanity  of  the  person  executing  it.     The  burden  of  proof  lies  on 

the  other  side  (4). 

Imbecility,  Independently  of  that  degree  of  imbecility  which  will  render 

city ^fcc'^^*^    a  man  legally  non  compos,  a  conveyance  may  be  impeached  for 

mere  weakness  of  intellect,  provided  it  be  coupled  with  other 


76  ;  Baker  v.  Monky  4  D.  J.  &  S. 
388  ;  WiUiaim  v.  Bayley,  1  E.  &  I. 
App.  Ca.  200  ;  Stater  v,  Nolan,  I. 
E,  11  Eq.  367  ;  Armstrong  v.  Arm- 
strong, ib.  8  £q.  1. 

(e)  SeWy  v.  Jackson,  6  Beav.  102, 
204.  See  Towart  v.  Sellers,  6  Dow, 
231 ;  Nelson  v.  Duncomhe,  9  Beav. 
211  ;  Snook  v.  Watts,  11  Beav.  105  ; 
Stedman  v.  Hart,  Kay,  607. 

(/)  Niell  V.  MorUy,  9  Ves.  478, 
482;     WiUiaim    v.    Wentworth,    5 


Beav.  325  ;  Jacobs  v.  Richards,  18 
Beav.  300 ;  Price  v.  BerringUm,  3 
Mac.  &  G.  486  ;  Campbeli  v.  Hooper, 
3  Sm.  &  G.  153. 

(g)  EUiott  V.  Ince,  7  D.  M.  &  G. 
476. 

Qi)  Molton  V.  Camrouaa,  4  Exch. 
17. 

{i)  Beavan  v.  McDonnell,  10  Exch. 
184. 

(k)  Jacobs  V.  Richards,  18  Beav. 
305. 
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circumstances  to  show  that  the  weakness,  such  as  it  is,  has  been  Obap.  ni. 
taken  advantage  of  by  the  other  party  ;  but  the  mere  fact  that 
a  man  is  of  weak  understanding  or  is  in  intellectual  capacity 
below  the  average  of  mankind,  if  there  be  no  fraud,  or  no  undue 
advantage  be  taken,  is  not  of  itself  an  adequate  ground  to  set 
aside  a  transaction  (Z).  Till  a  man  be  declared  legally  non 
C(nnpo8,  a  deed  executed  by  him  is  good  (m).  The  common 
law  has  not  drawn  any  discriminating  line  by  which  to  deter- 
mine how  great  must  be  the  imbecility  of  mind  to  render  a 
transaction  void  and  how  much  intellect  is  necessary  to  support 
it  (n).  The  boundaries  between  actual  insanity  and  great 
mental  weakness  are  so  very  narrow  that  the  Court  must  judge 
of  this  in  each  case  upon  facts  and  circumstances  (o). 

With  regard  to  what  shall  constitute  mental  capacity,  the 
rule  in  equity  is  the  same  as  the  rule  at  law.  "  There  cannot,'* 
said  Lord  Hardwicke,  in  Bennett  v.  Wade  (p),  "  be  two  rules  of 
judging  in  law  and  in  equity  upon  the  point  of  insanity  ; "  and 
in  Osmond  v.  Fitzroy  (q),  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  said  there 
was  no  such  thing  as  an  equitable  incapacity,  where  there  was 
a  legal  capacity  (r). 

If  a  man  be  drunk  to  the  extent  of  complete  intoxication,  so  Intoxication, 
as  to  be  no  longer  under  the  guidance  of  reason,  or  is  in  a  state 
of  excitement  from  excessive  drinking,  almost  amounting  to 
madness,  any  transaction  which  he  may  enter  into  while  he  is  in 
that  state  is  invalid.     If,  however,  the  degree  of  intoxication 


(Z)  Blackford  v.  Christicm,  1  Knapp, 
73  ;  Ball  v.  Manning  3  Bligh,  N.  S. 
1,  1  Dow.  &  CI.  381  ;  Armsi/rong  v. 
Armsirongy  I.  R.  8  Eq.  1. 

(m)  Osmond  v.  Fitzroyy  3  P.  Wms. 
129.  See  Gartside  v.  Isherwood,  1 
Bro.  C.  C.  659  ;  Jacobs  v.  Richards, 
18  Beav.  300.  Comp.  Evans  v. 
Bloody  3  Bro.  P.  C.  632. 

(n)  Jackson  v.  King,  4  Cow. 
(Amer.),  207  ;  Manby  v.  Bewicks,  3 
K.  &  J.  342. 

(o)  Bennett  v.  IFade,  9  Mod.  315. 
See  WhiU  v.  Small,  2  Ch,  Ca.  103  ; 
Bell  V.  Howard,  9  Mod.  302  ;  Hudson 


V.  Beauchamp,  3  Bligh,  20n.  ;  Addis 
V.  GampbeU,  4  Beav.  401  ;  Harrod  v, 
Harrod,  1  K.  &  J.  7 ;  LongrncUe  v. 
Ledger,  2  Giff.  163.  See  as  to  want 
of  assent  arising  from  partial  in< 
sanity,  monomania,  delusion,  &c.,  , 
&c..  Dew  y.  Clarke,  5  Buss.  167 ; 
Waring  v.  Waring,  6  Moo.  P.  C. 
341  ;  Oreagh  y.  Blood,  2  J.  &  L.  609. 
See  also  Steed  v.  Calley,  1  Keen, 
620. 

(p)  2  Atk.  327. 

(q)  3  P.  Wms.  130. 

(r)  See  Manby  y.  Bewicks,  3  K.  & 
J.  342. 
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Infancy. 


falls  short  of  such  complete  intoxication,  he  cannot  have  relief, 
unless  it  appear  that  he  was  drawn  in  to  drink  by  the  con- 
trivance of  the  other  party,  and  that  an  unfair  advantage  was 
taken  of  his  situation  (s).  The  rule  at  law  on  the  subject 
agrees  with  the  rule  in  equity  (Q. 

The  rule  is  the  same  both  at  law  and  in  equity  with  respect 
to  the  general  incapacity  of  infants  to  enter  into  a  binding  con- 
tract. A  man  who  enters  into  a  contract  during  his  minority 
is  not  either  at  law  or  in  equity  bound  thereby  after  his 
majority  on  the  mere  ground  that  without  any  false  assertion 
on  his  part  the  other  party  believed  him  to  be  of  age  (u).  But 
if  an  infant  by  a  false  and  fraudulent  representation  that  he  is 
of  full  age  induces  a  man  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  him,  he 
is  bound  in  equity  (x).  Infancy  is  not  in  equity  an  excuse  for 
fraud.  An  infant  who  is  old  and  cunning  enough  to  contrive 
or  carry  on  a  fraud  is  bound  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  were 
an  adult  (y).  It  is  not  necessary  that  he  should  actively  en- 
courage fraud.  It  is  enough  if  he  be  privy  to  it  If  an  infant 
knowing  his  rights  stands  by  and  seeing  another  in  treaty  for 
the  purchase  of  his  estate  gives  no  notice  of  his  title,  he  will 
not  be  permitted  afterwards  to  avoid  the  purchase  (2^).  An 
infant  cannot  be  allowed  by  a  Court  of  equity  to  take  advan- 
tage of  his  own  fraud  (a).     Where  an  infant  had  obtained  from 


(«)  Cory  v.  Cory,  1  Ves.  19  ;  Cooke 
v.  Clayworth,  18  Ves.  16;  Say  v. 
Barwicky  1  V.  &  B.  195  ;  ButUr  v. 
MtUvihUl,  1  Bligh,  137  ;  Lightfoot  v. 
Heron,  3  Y.  &  C.  586  ;  Nagle  v. 
Baylor,  3  Dr.  &  War.  60 ;  Shaw  v. 
Thackeray,  1  Sim.  &  G.  539  ;  WUt- 
shire  v.  MarshaU,  14  W.  R.  602  ; 
Coz  V.  STnUh,  19  L.  T.  N.  S.  517. 
See  Addde  v.  Campbell,  4  Beav.  401 ; 
MaHin  v.  Pycroft,  2  D.  M.  &  G. 
800. 

(0  Gore  V.  Gibson,  13  M.  &  W. 
623,  626  ;  Molton  v.  Camroux,  4 
Exch.  17,  19;  Hamhins  v.  Bone,  4 
F.  &  F.  313. 

(u)  Stikeman  v.  Dawson,  1  De  G.  & 
Sm.  105. 


(x)  Cory  V,  Gertcken,  2  Madd.  40 
Wright  V.  Snowe,  3  De  G.  &  Sm.  321 
Ex  parte  Unity  Bank,  3  D.  &  J.  63 
Hannah  v.  Hodgson,  30  Beav.  23. 
Comp.  Ex  parte  Taylor,  8  D.  M.  & 
G.  254 ;  Nelson  v.  Stacker,  4  D.  &  J. 
458  ;  but  see  BaHlett  v.  fVells,  1  B. 
&  S,  836  ;  Lempriere  v.  Lange,  12 
Ch.  D.  678. 

(y)  Watts  V.  Cresswell,  9  Vin.  Ab. 
415  ;  Ewoy  v.  Nicholas,  2  Eq.  Ca. 
Ab.  489 ;  Amot  v.  Biscoe,  1  Ves. 
95  ;  per  Lord  Hardwicke,  Beckett  v. 
Cordley,  1  Bro.  C.  C.  358  ;  but  see 
Saunderson  v.  Marr,  1  H.  BL  75. 

(a)  Savage  v.  Foster,  9  Mod.  37. 

(a)  Clarke  v.  Cobley,  2  Cox,  173. 
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a  creditor  of  bis  wife  two  promissory  notes,  in  which  he  was  Chap.  III. 
indebted  to  him  before  man*iage,  on  giving  his  bond  to  the 
creditor,  he  was  ordered  to  give  back  the  notes  on  his  pleading 
infancy  when  sued  on  the  bond  (6).  Where  an  infant  charged 
his  reversionary  interest  in  a  fund  with  payment  of  a  sum  lent 
to  him  upon  his  promissory  note,  and  executed  a  statutory 
declaration  that  he  was  then  of  full  age,  and  after  attaining  full 
age  he  mortgaged  his  interest  in  the  fund  for  an  amount  ex- 
ceeding what  was  ultimately  available  without  disclosing  the 
fact  of  the  prior  charge  :  the  Couit  held  that  the  charge  given 
by  the  infant  during  his  infancy  and  incapacity  to  contract  was 
avoided  by  the  subsequent  mortgage  executed  by  him  when  of 
full  age  and  capable  of  contracting  to  a  mortgagee  without 
notice  (c). 

In  the  absence  of  proof  of  the  exercise  of  undue  influence  on 
the  part  of  the  donee  or  of  the  existence  of  the  relation  of 
guardian  and  ward  between  the  donee  and  the  donor,  a  gift  of 
her  property  within  a  month  before  her  death  by  an  infant 
aged  twenty  years,  of  business  habits,  firm  will,  and  fully 
capable  of  managing  her  a£fairs,  to  a  relation  with  whom  she 
had  been  residing  since  her  father's  death,  for  a  period  of  five 
months  until  her  own  death,  was  held  not  invalid  (d). 

At  law  a  married  woman  is  under  an  absolute  incapacity  to  CoTertoie. 
bind  herself  by  any  engagement.  Her  separate  existence  is 
not  contemplated,  but  is  merged  by  the  coverture  in  that  of  the 
husband.  But  in  equity  the  case  is  wholly  different.  Her 
separate  existence,  both  as  regards  her  liabilities  and  her  rights, 
is  acknowledged  in  equity  to  the  extent  of  the  property  which 
she  enjoys  for  her  separate  use.  In  respect  of  such  property 
she  is  capable  of  disposition  and  of  doing  other  acts  as  if  she 
were  a  feme  sole  (e).  In  respect  of  property  not  settled  to  her 
separate  use  a  married  woman  cannot  bind  herself  in  equity  in 
matter  of  contract  any  more  than  she  can  at  law,  but  coverture 

(b)  lb.    See  Jonet  v.  Kearney,  1  (e)  Vaughan  ▼.    Vanderstegen,  2 
Dr.  &  War.  166.  Drew.  370  ;  Johruon  v.  Qallagher,  3 

(c)  Inman  v.  Inman,  15  Eq.  264.  D.  F.  &  J.  4d4  ;  but  see  now  45  & 

(d)  TayUyr  v.  Johnstone,  19  Ch.  D.  46  Vict,  c  75. 
603. 
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C?hap.  IIL      ig  no  excuse  in  equity  for  a  fraud  (/).    The  acquiescence  how- 
ever of  a  married  woman  in  a  transaction  will  not  bind  her,  if 
the  person  with  whom  the  transaction  was  entered  into  knew 
tha(  she  was  a  married  woman  (g). 
Inequality  of  The  principle  which  vitiates  a  contract  with  an  incapacitated 

footing  between  v-i  xjj*  'l     ±  i_  jl  ai_ 

parti^  to  a        person  has  been  extended  in  equity  to  cases  where  from  the 
contract.  peculiar  relation  which  subsists  between  the  parties,  or  from 

the  influence  which  the  one  party  has  acquired  over  the  other, 

the  freedom  of  action  which  is  essential  to  the  validity  of  all 

transactions  is  overcome,  and  the  equal  footing  on  which  parties 

to  a  transaction  should  stand  is  destroyed  (A). 

Principle  as  to         If  the  relation  between  the  parties  is  one  of  a  fiduciary 

partieBBtandTng^ nature,  transactions  between  them  are  watched  by  a  Court  of 

in  a  fiduciary      equity  with  more  than  ordinary  jealousy.   The  duty  of  a  person 

other.  who  fills  a  fiduciary  position  being  to  protect  the  interests 

which  are  confided  to  his  care,  he  may  not  avail  himself  of  the 
influence  which  his  position  gives  him  for  the  purposes  of  his 
own  benefit,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  those  interests  which  he 
is  bound  to  protect.  It  is  a  rule  of  equity  that  no  man  can  be 
permitted  to  take  a  benefit  where  he  has  a  duty  to  perform 
which  is  inconsistent  with  his  acceptance  of  the  benefit  (^). 
Wherever  two  persons  stand  in  such  a  relation  that,  while  it 
continues,  confidence  is  necessarily  reposed  by  the  one  and  the 
influence  which  naturally  grows  out  of  that  confidence  is  pos- 
sessed by  the  other,  and  this  confidence  is  abused  or  the  influ- 
ence is  exerted  to  obtain  an  advantage  at  the  expense  of  the 
confiding  party,  the  person  so  availing  himself  of  his  position 
will  not  be  permitted  to  retain  the  advantage,  although  the 
transaction  could  not  have  been  impeached  if  no  such  confiden- 
tial relation  had  subsisted  (j).     "  The  obtaining  property,"  said 

( /)  Savage  v.  Fogter,  9  Mod.  37  ;  Qifif.  157  ;  Barrett  v.  Hartley^  2  Eq. 

Vaughan  v.  Vanderstegen,  2  Drew.  789. 

379  ;  Sharpe  v.  Foy^  4  Ch.  35 ;  Re  (t)  Robiimn  v.  Pett,  3  P.  Wms. 

Lushi!$  Trusts,  lb.  591,  tfwpra,  p.  102.  249  ;  Ex  parte  Larking,  4  Ch.   D. 

(5f)  Nickoll  V.  /(WWW,  36  L.  J.  Ch.  566  ;  Bagnal  v.  Carlton^  6  Ch.  D. 

554.  371. 

{h)  See  Cashome  v.  Barsham,  2  (j)  Tate  v.  WiUiamson,  2  Ch.  61  ; 

Beav.   76  ;  Edwards  v.   Meyrick,  2  BagnaX  v.  Carlton^  6  Ch.  D.  371. 
Ha.    60  ;    Longmate    v.    Ledger,  2 


IN  A  FIDUCIARY  POSITION. 

James,  L.  J.,  in  Moxon  v.  Payne  Qc),  "  or  of  any  benefit  through 
the  medium  and  unconscientious  abuse  of  influence  by  a  pei*son 
in  whom  trust  and  confidence  are  placed  is  a  fraud  of  the  gravest 
character  {I). 

The  rule  of  equity  which  prohibits  a  man,  who  fills  a  position 
of  a  fiduciary  character,  from  taking  a  benefit  from  the  person 
towards  whom  he  stands  in  such  a  relation,  stands  upon  a 
motive  of  general  public  policy,  irrespective  of  the  particular 
circumstances  of  the  case.  The  rule  is  founded  on  considera- 
tions as  to  the  difiiculty  which  must,  from  the  condition  of  the 
parties,  generally  exist  of  obtaining  positive  evidence  as  to  the 
fairness  of  transactions  which  are  peculiarly  open  to  fraud  and 
undue  influence.  The  policy  of  the  rule  is  to  shut  the  door 
against  temptation  (m). 

The  rule  does  not  however  go  the  length  of  avoiding  all 
transactions  between  paities  standing  in  a  fiduciary  relation  and 
those  towards  whom  they  stand  in  such  relation.  All  that  a 
Court  of  equity  requires  is  that  the  confidence  which  has  been 
reposed  be  not  betrayed.  A  transaction  between  them  will  be 
supported,  if  it  can  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court 
that  the  parties  were,  notwithstanding  the  relation,  substantially 
at  arms'  length  and  on  an  equal  footing,  and  that  nothing  has 
happened  which  might  not  have  happened  had  no  such  relation 
existed.  The  burthen  of  proof  lies  in  all  cases  upon  the  party 
who  fills  the  position  of  active  confidence  to  show  that  the 
transaction  has  been  fair.  If  it  can  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Court  that  the  other  party  had  competent  and  disin- 
terested or  independent  advice,  or  that  he  performed  the  act  or 
entered  into  the  transaction  voluntarily,  deliberately  and  ad- 
visedly, knowing  its  nature  and  effect,  and  that  his  consent  was 
not  obtained  by  reason  of  the  power  of  influence  to  which  the 
relation  gave  rise,  the  transaction  will  be  suppoi-ted  {n).    A  man 
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(k)  8  Ch,  887. 

(Q  Emma  Silver  Mining  Co.  v. 
Grant,  17  Ch.  D.  127. 

(m)  Heme  v.  Meeres,  1  Vem.  466  ; 
Ayliffe  v.  Murray,  2  Atk.  59  ;  Robin- 
son V.  Pett,  3  P.  Wms.  261  ;  Bensoji 


V.  Heathom,  1  Y.  &  C.  C.  C.  342 ; 
Aberdeen  Railfoay  Co,  v.  Blaikie,  1 
Macq.  461. 

(n)  Gibson  v.  Jeyes,  6  Ves.  278 
Giddings  v.  Giddings,  3  Kuss.  241 
Hunter  v.  Atkins,  3  M.  &  K.  113 
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standing  in  a  fiduciary  relation,  if  dealing  with  the  confiding 
party,  is  bound  to  communicate  all  the  information  he  has 
acquired  respecting  the  property,  the  subject  of  the  transaction, 
which  it  was  material  for  him  to  know  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  judge  of  the  value  of  the  property  (o).  But  the  absence  of 
a  competent  and  disinterested  legal  adviser  may  of  itself  be  fatal 
to  the  transaction  (p). 

The  principles  which  govern  the  case  of  dealings  of  persons 
standing  in  a  fiduciary  relation  apply  to  the  case  of  persons  who 
clothe  themselves  with  a  character  which  brings  them  within 
the  range  of  the  principle  (q),  or  who  take  instruments,  securi- 
ties, or  monies  with  notice  that  they  have  been  obtained  by  a 
person  filling  a  position  of  a  fiduciary  character  from  a  person 
towards  whom  he  stands  in  such  relation  (r). 

In  judging  of  the  validity  of  transactions  between  persons 
standing  in  a  confidential  relation  to  each  other,  the  material 
point  to  be  considered  is  whether  the  person  conferring  a  benefit 
had  competent  and  independent  advice.  The  age  or  capacity 
of  the  person  conferring  the  benefit  and  the  nature  of  the 
benefit  are  of  little  importance  in  such  cases.  They  are  im- 
portant only  where  no  such  confidential  relation  exists  (s).  The 
general  principle,  however,  as  to  the  incapacity  of  a  person  who 
stands  in  a  fiduciary  relation  to  take  a  benefit  from  the  party 
towards  whom  he  stands  in  such  a  relation,  admits  of  some 
limitation.     A  mere  trifling  gift  to  a  person  standing  in  a  con- 


Edvjards  v.  Meifrick,  2  Ha.  60 ; 
BiUagey.  Southee,  9  Ha.  540  ;  Hogh- 
Urn  V.  Hoghton,  15  Beav.  288  ;  AUfrey 
V.  AUfrey,  1  Mac.  &  G.  99  ;  Smith 
V.  Kay,  7  H.  L.  750 ;  Rhodes  v.  Bate, 
1  Ch.  252  ;  Tate  v.  WiUiamson,  2 
Ch.55. 

(o)  lb.;  New  Sombrero  Phosphate 
Co,  V.  Erlanger,  5  Ch.  D.  75  ;  BagncU 
V.  Carlton,  6  Ch.  D.  371  ;  Phosphate 
Sewage  Co.  v.  Hartmont,  5  Ch.  D. 
394  ;  Emma  Silver  Mining  Co.  v. 
Grant,  11  Ch.  D.  922. 

{p)  Rhodes  v.  Bate,  1  Ch.  252 ; 
King  v.  Anderson,  I.  R.  8  Eq.  637, 


(q)  Tate  v.  Williamson,  2  Ch.  65  ; 
New  Sombrero  Phosphate  Co.  v. 
Erlanger,  5  Ch.  D.  75  ;  Bagnal  v. 
Carlton,  6  Ch.  D.  371  ;  Phosphate 
Sewage  Co.  v.  Hartmont,  5  Ch.  D. 
394  ;  Emma  Silver  Mining  Co.  v. 
Grant,  11  Ch.  D.  922 ;  17  Ch.  D.  127. 

(r)  Ardglasse  v.  PiU,  1  Vem.  238  ; 
Molony  v.  Keman,  2  Dr.  &  War.  31  ; 
Espey  V.  Lake,  10  Ha.  260 ;  Berdoe 
V.  Dawson,  34  Beav.  603  ;  Rolfe  v. 
Gregory,  4  D.  J.  &  S.  576  ;  JVyse  v. 
Lambert,  16  Ir.  Ch.  379.  Comp. 
Rhodes  v.  Bate,  1  Ch.  260. 

(<)  Rhodes  v.  Bate,  1  Ch.  262. 
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fidential  relation,  or  a  mere  trifling  liability  incurred  in  favour  Chap.  III. 
of  such  person,  cannot  stand  in  the  same  position  as  a  gift  of  a 
man's  -whole  property,  or  a  liability  involving  it,  would  stand  in. 
In  such  cases  the  Court  will  not  interfere  to  set  them  aside  upon 
the  mei'e  fact  of  a  confidential  relation  and  the  absence  of  proof 
of  competent  and  independent  advice.  The  Court  requires, 
before  it  will  undo  the  benefit  conferred,  some  proof  not  merely 
of  influence  derived  from  the  relation,  but  of  Tncda  fides,  or  of 
undue  or  unfair  exercise  of  the  influence  (t). 

After  the  termination  of  the  fiduciary  relation,  it  is  open  to 
the  parties  to  deal  on  the  same  terras  as  strangers  (u)  ;  but  if  a 
relation  of  confidence  be  once  established,  either  some  positive 
act  or  some  complete  case  of  abandonment  must  be  shown  in 
order  to  determine  it.  The  mere  fact  that  the  relation  is  not 
called  into  existence  is  not  sufficient  of  itself  to  determine  it  (x). 
If  the  confidential  relation  between  the  parties  has  not  ter- 
minated at  the  commencement  of  the  negotiation,  the  principles 
which  govern  the  case  of  dealings  between  pai'ties  standing  in 
a  fiduciary  relation  continue  to  operate  (y).  Although  indeed 
the  confidential  employment  may  have  ceased,  the  disability 
will  continue  so  long  as  the  reasons  on  which  it  is  founded  con- 
tinue to  operate  (e).  A  man,  for  instance,  who  has  in  the  course 
of  a  fiduciary  employment  acquired  some  peculiar  knowledge  as 
to  the  property  of  his  employer  cannot,  after  the  cessation  of 
the  relation,  use  the  knowledge  so  acquired  for  his  own  benefit 
and  to  the  prejudice  of  the  other  (a).  But  although  a  person 
may  have  been  employed  or  consulted  on  one  occasion,  this  will 
not  of  itself  constitute  a  confidential  relation  in  respect  of  a 
subsequent  transaction,  occurring  at  a  future  and  somewhat 
distant  time  (b). 

A  common  instance  of  the  application  of  the  rule  that  a  man  Dealings  between 

trastee  and 
cestui  que  trust, 
(t)  lb.     See  Beadey  v.  MagrtUh,  2  (y)  TaU  v.  Williamson,  2  Ch.  66. 

Sch.  &  Lef.  35  ;  Mitchell  v.  H<m/ray,  (z)  Carter  v.  Palmer,  8  CL  &  Fin. 

8  Q.  B.  D.  687.  657. 

(ti)  Tate  V.  WiUiamMm,  2  Ch.  66.  (a)  lb. ;  Holman  v.  Loynes,  4  D. 

See  Beaden  v.  King,  9   Ha.   532  ;  M.  &  G.  270  ;  Ex  parU  Larking,  4 

Mitchell  V.  Homfray,  8  Q.   B.    D.  Ch.  D.  566. 

587.  (6)  Rhodes  v.  BaU,  1  Ch.  259. 

(x)  Rhodes  v.  Bate,  1  Ch.  260. 
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iTvho  fills  a  position  of  a  fiduciary  character  cannot  derive  a 
benefit  from  the  person  towards  whom  he  stands  in  such  rela- 
tion, is  in  the  case  of  actual  trustees.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  trustee 
to  use  his  best  exertions  for  the  advantage  of  the  cestui  que 
trust,  Ue  may  not  place  himself  in  a  situation  in  which  his 
interests  will  come  into  conflict  with  that  which  his  duty 
requires  him  to  do.  Any  personal  benefit  which  he  may  gain 
by  availing  himself  of  his  fiduciary  character  must  be  acquired 
by  a  dereliction  of  duty  and  will  enure  for  the  benefit  of  the 
trust  estate  (c).  There  is  no  more  sacred  rule  of  equity  than 
that  a  trustee  cannot  so  execute  a  trust  as  to  have  the  least 
benefit  from  it  himself  (d)»  No  trustee  who  buys  up  an  in- 
cumbrance on  the  estate  of  which  he  is  trustee  can  ever  as 
against  the  trust  estate  make  a  profit  out  of  it  (e).  The 
restraint  on  any  personal  benefit  to  the  trustee  is  not  confined  to 
his  dealings  with  the  estate,  but  extends  to  remuneration  for 
services  and  prevents  him  from  receiving  anything  beyond  the 
payment  of  his  expenses,  unless  there  be  an  express  stipulation 
to  the  contrary  (/).  There  may  be  cases  in  which  the  Court 
will  establish  an  agreement  made  with  a  trustee  for  a  certain 
allowance  beyond  the  term  of  his  trust,  but  the  Court  will  be 
extremely  cautious  and  wary  in  doing  so.  The  Court  looks 
upon  trusts  as  honorary  and  a  burden  on  the  honour  and  con- 
science of  the  party,  and  not  as  taken  with  mercenary 
motives  (g)» 

But  there  is  no  rule  which  incapacitates  a  trustee  from  dealing 


(c)  HoU  V.  Holt,  1  Ch.  Ca.  190  ; 
Ex  parte  Lacey,  6  Ves.  625  ;  Ex  parte 
JaTMSy  8  Ves.  337, 344  ;  D'AUnac  v. 
UAUnaCy  16  Ves.  123  ;  Hamilton  v. 
Wright,  9  CL  &  Fin.  Ill ;  Broughton 
v.  Broughton,  5  D.  M.  &  G.  164  ; 
Vaughton  v.  Noble,  30  Beav.  34; 
OrosskUl  V.  Boroer,  32  Beav.  86.  A 
lease  obtained  by  a  trustee  or  exe- 
cutor in  bis  own  name,  even  in  the 
absence  of  fraud,  and  upon  the 
refusal  of  the  lessor  to  grant  a  new 
lease  to  the  cestui  que  trust,  shall  be 
held  upon    trust   for   the    person 


entitled  to  the  old  lease.     Keech  v^ 

Sandf&rd,  Sel.  Ca.  Ch.  61. 

((£)  Forbes  v.  Ross,  2  Cox,  116. 
(e)  Ex  parte  Larking^  4  Ch.  D. 

566. 

(/)  Robinsm  v.  Pett,  3  P.  Wms. 
249  ;  Moore  v.  Froicd,  3  M.  &  C.  46  ; 
Bainbrigge  v.  Blair,  8  Beav.  588 ; 
Broughton  v.  Broughton,  5  D.  M.  & 
G.  160  ;  Harbin  v.  Darby,  28  Beav. 
325  ;  CrosskUl  v.  B<mer,  32  Beav.  86  ; 
Barrett  v.  Hartley,  2  Eq.  789. 

(g)  Ayliffe  v.  Murray,  2  Atk.  59. 
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with  the  cestui  que  trust  in  respect  of  the  trust  estate.  A 
trustee  for  sale  may  purchase  the  trust  estate,  if  the  cestui  que 
trust  fully  and  clearly  understands  with  whom  he  is  dealing  and 
makes  no  objection  to  the  transaction,  and  the  trustee  fairly  and 
honestly  discloses  all  that  he  knows  respecting  the  property  and 
gives  a  just  and  fair  price,  and  does  not  seek  to  secure  surrep- 
titiously any  advantage  for  himself  (h).  But  the  transaction 
becomes  impeachable,  if  there  is  any  secret  or  underhand 
dealing  on  the  part  of  the  trustee.  However  fair  it  may  be  in 
other  respects,  the  transaction  cannot  be  supported,  if  the  cestui 
que  trust  does  not  clearly  and  distinctly  understand  that  he  is 
dealing  with  the  trustee.  A  trustee  cannot  under  any  circum- 
stances be  allowed  to  deal  with  himself  on  behalf  of  the  cestui 
que  trust  surreptitiously  and  without  his  knowledge  and  assent. 
It  is  immaterial  that  he  may  take  no  advantage  from  the 
bargain.  It  may  be  that  the  terms  on  which  he  attempts  to 
deal  with  the  trust  estate  are  as  good  as  could  have  been 
obtained  from  any  other  quarter.  They  may  even  be  better, 
but  so  inflexible  is  the  rule,  that  no  inquiry  can  be  made  as  to 
the  fairness  or  unfairness  of  the  transaction.  It  is  enough  that 
the  act  has  a  tendency  to  interfere  with  the  duty  of  protecting 
the  trust  estate  which  the  trustee  has  taken  upon  himself  to 
perform.  The  policy  of  the  rule  is  to  shut  the  door  against 
temptation.  It  makes  no  matter  whether  the  transaction  relates 
to  real  estate,  or  personalty,  or  mercantile  mattera,  for  the  disa- 
bility arises  not  from  the  subject  matter,  but  from  the  obligation 
under  which  a  trustee  lies  to  do  his  utmost  for  the  cestui  que 
trust  (i).     It  makes  no  diflference  in  the  application  of  the  prin- 


Chftp.  III. 


(;i)  Ayliffe  v.  Murray,  2  Atk.  59  ; 
Clarke  v.  ^waile,  2  Ed.  134 ;  Ex  f  arte 
Lacey,  6  Ves.  626  ;  Ex  parte  JameSy 
8  Ves.  348 ;  Coles  v.  Trecothick,  9 
VeB.  246  ;  Ex  parte  Bennett,  10  Ves. 
381  ;  Randall  v.  Errington,  ib.  422  ; 
M<n-8e  v.  Royal,  12  Ves.  355  ;  Dmvnes 
V.  Grazebrook,  3  Mer.  208  ;  Knight  v. 
Mfirjoribanks,  2  Mac.  &  G.  10  ;  Luff 
V.  Lord,  11  Jut.  N.  S.  50 ;  Dover  v. 
Buck,  ib.  580. 


(t)  Fox  V.  Macreth,  2  Bro.  C.  C 
400,  2  Cox,  320,  4  Bro.  P.  C.  258  ; 
Ex  parte  Lacey,  6  Ves.  627;  Ex 
parte  James,  8  Ves.  348  ;  Ex  parte 
Bennett,  10  Ves.  394  ;  Randall  v. 
Errington,  ib.  423 ;  Att,-Oen,  v. 
Earl  of  Clarendon,  17  Ves.  500; 
Gregory  v.  Gregory,  Coop.  201  ; 
Woodhouse  V.  Meredith,  1  J.  &  W. 
222  ;  Baker  v.  Carter,  1  Y.  &  C.  250  ; 
Grover  v.  HugeU,  3  Russ.  428  ;  Bailey 
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ciple  that  the  sale  was  by  public  auction  (k),  or  that  the  pur- 
chase was  made  through  another  person  (I),  or  that  the  purchase 
was  made  from  a  co-trustee  (m),  or  that  the  trustee  may  have 
purchased  as  agent  for  another  person  (n),  or  that  a  third  person 
may  by  previous  arrangement  with  the  tmstee  have  been  the 
purchaser  in  trust  for  the  separate  use  and  benefit  of  the  wife 
of  the  trustee  (o).  If  the  transaction  is  in  itself  fair  and  the 
cestui  que  trust  knows  that  the  person  with  whom  he  is  dealing 
is  the  trustee,  and  there  is  nothing  to  shew  that  the  trustee 
wished  to  take  an  advantage  of  the  cestui  que  trust,  it  is  not 
incumbent  on  the  trustee  to  disclose  how  much  he  gave  for  the 
property  which  he  sells  to  the  trustee  {p). 

The  application  of  the  principle  is  limited  to  dealings  with 
the  trust  estate.  In  all  matters  unconnected  with  the  subject 
of  the  trust  the  parties  are  fully  competent  with  each  other  as 
strangers  (g-). 

Nor  will  the  piinciple  operate  after  the  relation  of  trustee 
and  cestui  que  trust  is  clearly  dissolved,  but  a  man  who  has 
been  a  trustee  cannot,  after  the  termination  of  the  relation,  be 
allowed  to  avail  himself  for  his  own  benefit,  and  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  party  for  whom  he  has  been  trustee,  of  any  informa- 
tion which  he  may  have  acquired  during  the  existence  of  the 


V.  Wathinsy  cit.  6  Bligh,  275  ;  Re 
BUyye's  Trust,  1  Mac.  &  G.  490,  affd. 
as  Levna  v.  HiUman,  3  H.  L.  607  ; 
Knight  v.  Marjnrihanksy  2  Mac.  & 
G.  12  ;  Ha/inilton  v.  Wright,  9  CI.  & 
Fin.  Ill  ;  Aberdeen  Railway  Co.  v. 
Blaikie,  1  Macq.  461  ;  Parkinson  v. 
Hanbury,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  450 ;  Ridley 
V.  Ridley,  34  L.  J.  Cli.  463  ;  Franks 
V.  BoUans,  37  L.  J.  Ch.  156. 

(k)  Campbell  v.  Walker,  5  Vea. 
678  ;  Ex  parte  James,  8  Yes.  348 ; 
Ex  parte  Bennett,  10  Ves.  393  ;  San- 
derson V.  Walker,  13  Ves.  602  ;  York 
Buildings  Co.  v.  M'Kenzie,  8  Bro.  P. 
C.  42,  3  Pat.  Sc  Ap.  378  ;  Bailey  v. 
Watkins,  cit.  6  Bligh,  275  ;  Doiones 
V.  Grazebrook,  3  Mer.  207  ;  Grover  v. 


HugeU,  3  Buss.  428 ;  Adam*  v. 
Sworder,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  44. 

(I)  Sanderson  v.  Walker,  13  Vea. 
602  ;  Adams  v.  Sworder,  2  D.  J,  &  S. 
44 ;  Bagnal  v.  Carlton,  6  Ch.  D. 
371. 

(m)  Hall  V.  Noyes,  cit  3  Ves.  748, 
3  Bro.  C.  C.  483  ;  WhichcoU  v.  Lavr 
rence,  3  Ves.  740. 

(n)  Exparte  Bennett,  10  Ves.  381, 
400  ;  Gregory  v.  Gregory,  Coop.  201 ; 
Ex  parU  Grylls,  2  Dea.  &  Ch.  290. 

(o)  Davoue  v.  Fanning,  2  Johns. 
Ch.  (Amer.),  252. 

(p)  Chesterfield,  d:c.,  Colliery  Co.  v. 
Black,  26  W.  R.  207. 

(q)  Knight  v.  Marjoribariks,  2 
Mac.  &  G.  12,  2  H.  &  Tw.  308. 
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relation  (r).  Subject  to  this  limitation  a  man  who  has  acted  in 
a  fiduciary  chaiacter  may,  on  divesting  or  discharging  himself 
of  the  trust,  purchase  the  property  in  respect  of  which  he  has 
filled  a  fiduciary  position  (e).  If  a  man  cannot  by  an  act  of  his 
own  discharge  himself  of  the  trust  so  as  to  enable  him  to  pur- 
chase, the  Court  will,  under  particular  circumstances,  divest 
him  of  the  character  and  enable  him  to  purchase  (t).  If  the 
trust  property  is  taken  entirely  out  of  a  man's  hands,  and  all 
his  authority  over  it  put  an  end  to  by  the  interposition  and  act 
of  law,  as  in  the  case  of  a  sale  by  execution,  there  is  no  reason 
why  he  should  not  be  able  to  purchase.  The  principle  upon 
which  a  trustee  is  debarred  from  purchasing  does  not  apply 
to  such  a  case  (u).  The  assignee  of  an  insolvent  debtor,  for 
instance,  may  purchase  the  debtor's  estate  when  sold  by  the 
sheriff  (a;).  So  also  a  creditor  taking  out  execution  may  pur- 
chase the  property  upon  a  sale  by  the  sheriff  (^).     But  a  man 
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(r)  Ez  parte  Lacey^  6  Vet.  627  ; 
Coles  V.  Trecothick,  9  Vea.  246 ;  Ex 
parte  Bennett,  10  Vea.  394  ;  Morse  v. 
Bayal,  12  Yes.  373  ;  Ex  parte  Lark- 
ftt^,  4  Ch.  D.  566. 

(»)  Ex  parte  James,  8  Ves.  337  ; 
Sanderson  v.  Walker,  13  Vea.  601  ; 
Doumes  v.  Graaebrook,  3  Mer.  200. 
The  expieasion  ''  ahaking  off  "  the 
character  of  trustee,  or  '*  disaolving 
the  relation"  of  truatee,  used  in 
some  of  the  cases,  does  not  seem  to 
amount  to  more  than  that  the  trans- 
action takes  place  with  the  consent 
of  the  parties  beneficially  interested. 
Ex  parte  James,  8  Yes.  352  ;  Coles  v, 
Trecothick,  9  Yes.  234,  246  ;  Morse 
v.  Boyal,  12  Yes.  373 ;  Drnvnes  v. 
Orazebrook,  3  Mer.  208  ;  Chalmer  v. 
Bradley,  1  J.  &  W.  68.  In  Austin 
V.  Chambers,  6  CL  &  Fin.  1,  where 
it  was  said  that  a  man  might,  on 
shaking  off  the  character  of  a  trustee, 
purchase  the  trust  estate,  the  solicitor 
was  not  employed  in  the  sale  by  his 
client)  and  was  himaelf  a  judgment 
creditor.       A    trustee    cannot    be 


allowed  to  purchase  the  trust  estate 
by  his  retirement  from  the  trust 
with  that  object  in  view.  Spring  v. 
Pride,  12  W.  K.  510. 

(t)  Campbell  v.  Walker,  5  Yes. 
681.  See  Ex  parte  James,  8  Yes. 
348  ;  Sanderson  v.  Walker,  13  Yea. 
602  ;  Mvlvany  v.  Dillon,  1  Ba.  &  Be. 
418  ;  Ex  parte  Harrison,  Buck,  17  ; 
Ex  parte  Bage,  4  Madd.  460 ;  Anon,, 
2  Russ.  350  ;  Ex  parte  Morland, 
Mont.  &  M.  76. 

(m)  Prevost  v.  Oratz,  Peters  C.  C. 
(Amer.),  378;  Fisk  v.  Sarber,  6 
Watts  &  Serg.  (Amer.),  18.  See  Ex 
parte  Farley,  3  Dea.  &  Ch.  110; 
Austin  V.  Chambers,  6  CI.  &  Fin.  1 ; 
Beaden  y.  King,  9  Ha.  499.  Comp. 
York  Buildings  Co,  v.  M^Kenzie,  3 
Pat.  Sc.  App.  398. 

(x)  Fisk  V.  Sarber,  6  Watts  & 
Serg.  (Amer.)»  18.  See  Ex  parte 
Morland,  Mont.  &  M.  76. 

(y)  Stratford  v.  Ttoynam,  Jac.  418  ; 
Chambers  v.  Waters,  3  Sim.  42  ;  S. 
C.  Waters  v.  Groom,  11  CL  &  Fin. 
684. 
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standing  in  a  fiduciary  character  with  respect  to  the  property  at 
a  judicial  sale,  cannot  purchase  unless  the  entire  responsibility  of 
obtaining  the  highest  price  had  been  taken  out  of  his  hands  {z). 
If  he  continues  under  any  duty  in  respect  of  the  subject  matter 
of  the  sale,  he  is  incapacitated  from  purchasing  (a).  Nor  will  the 
transaction  be  allowed  to  stand,  if  there  appears  to  have  been 
any  unfairness  in  his  conduct  with  regard  to  the  sale  (&). 

The  principle  which  aflfects  dealings  between  trustee  and 
cestui  que  trust  is  not  confined  to  the  case  of  trustees  properly 
so  called,  but  extends  to  other  persons  invested  with  a  like 
fiduciary  character,  such  as  the  directors  or  promoters  of  a 
company  (c). 

The  director  of  a  company  is  in  a  fiduciary  position  towards 
the  company  of  which  he  is  a  director,  and  is  bound  to  use  his 
best  endeavours  for  the  advantage  of  the  company.  He  may 
not  place  himself  in  a  position  in  which  his  interests  will  come 
into  conflict  with  that  which  his  duty  requires  him  to  do.  Any 
personal  benefit  which  he  may  gain  by  availing  himself  of  his 
fiduciary  character  must  be  acquired  by  a  dereliction  of  duty, 
and  will  enure  for  the  benefit  of  the  company  {d).  If  he  makes 
any  profit  on  account  of  transactions  of  business  when  he  is 
acting  for  the  company,  he  must  account  for  it  to  the  com- 
pany (e).  So  also,  if  acting  for  himself,  he  proposes  to  the 
company  a  contract  from  the  execution  of  which  he  will  derive 
a  profit,  that  profit  belongs  to  the  company  (/).  Where  the 
articles  of  a  joint-stock  association  declared  that  if  a  director 
had  any  interest  in  a  contract  proposed  for  acceptance  by  the 


(g)  Van  Epps  v.  Van  Epps^  9 
Paige  Ch.  (Amer.),  237 ;  Jewett  v. 
Miller,  6  Seld.  (Amer.),  402. 

(a)  Fisk  V.  Sarhor,  6  Watts  &  Serg. 
(Amer.),  18.  See  Ex  parte  Bennett, 
10  Ves.  393 ;  Ex  parte  Farley,  3  Dea. 
&Ch.  110. 

(b)  Lord  Granstoun  v.  Johnstons,  3 
Ves.  182,  5  Ves.  277 ;  Perens  v. 
Johnson,  3  Sm.  &  G.  119. 

(c)  Benson  v.  Heathom,  1  Y.  &  C. 
C.  C.  326  ;  York  tD  North  Midland 
Bailuay  Co,  v.   Hudson,   16   Beav. 


485  ;  Great  Luxemhirg  Railway  Go,, 
25  Beav.  587  ;  Aberdeen  Raikcay  Go. 
V.  Blailde,  1  Macq.  461. 

(d)  lb.  ;  Hay*8  Gase,  10  Ch.  600 ; 
Ex  parte  Larkijig,  4  Ch.  D.  568. 

(e)  Imperial  Mercantile  Gredit 
Association  v.  Goleman,  6  E.  &  I. 
App.  Ca.  189 ;  Weston's  Gase,  10 
Ch.  D.  579. 

(/)  Imperial  Mercantile  Gredit 
Association  v.  Goleman,  6  E.  &  I. 
App.  Ca.  189. 
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association,  he  should  declare  his  interest,  it  was  held  that  he  Cfaap.  III. 
must  declare  the  nature  of  his  interest,  and  that  the  words 
were  not  satisfied  by  a  mere  declaration  that  he  had  an  interest 
in  the  matter  (gr).  Nor  can  he  retain  a  consideration  received 
by  him  from  the  promoters  as  an  inducement  to  become  a 
director.  If  the  consideration  has  been  a  gift  of  fully  paid  up 
shares,  he  may  be  compelled  not  only  to  restore  the  shares,  but 
to  account  to  the  company  for  the  highest  value  to  be  attri- 
buted to  them  since  they  have  been  in  his  possession  (^).  He  is 
further  chargeable  with  interest  on  the  highest  value  of  the 
shares  (i). 

Nor  can  a  director,  after  a  company  has  ended  in  disaster, 
turn  his  office  into  profit  at  the  expense  of  those  whose  interests 
he  was  bound  to  protect,  but  which  he  has  failed  to  protect. 
Where,  accordingly,  after  a  company  has  gone  into  liquidation, 
a  director  purchased  debentures  of  the  company  at  a  discount, 
he  was  not  allowed  to  prove  for  more  against  the  company  than 
he  had  actually  paid  {k). 

If,  moreover,  directors  of  a  company  having  to  exercise  a 
fiduciary  power  choose  to  place  themselves  in  such  a  position 
that  their  interests  pull  one  way  while  their  duty  is  plainly  to 
do  something  quite  different,  and  for  that  reason  they  abstain 
from  exercising  that  power,  they  will  be  held  to  all  the  same 
consequences  as  though  that  power  had  been  exercised  (l). 

There  is  no  difiference  in  principle  between  a  profit  made  by 

a  director  after  he  has  become  a  director  and  profit  through  a 

bargain  made  by  him  at  the  time  when  he  becomes  a  director, 

.  with  a  person  who  is  proposing  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the 

company  of  which  he  is  a  director  (tti). 

Where,  accordingly,  before  the  formation  of  a  company  for 
the  purchase  of  certain  property,  the  vendors  agree  with  a  certain 
person  that  he  should  become  a  director  of  the  company,  they 
providing  him  with  forty  shares  necessary  to  qualify  him,  and 

(jg)  lb.  calf (^8  Case,  13  Cb.  D.  815. 

{h)  M'Kay's  Case,  2   Ch.   D.  1  ;         (k)  Ex  paHe  Larking,  4   Cb.  D. 

Pearson's  Case,  5  Cb.  D.  336.  566. 

(i)  Nant-y-glo,  <fcc.,  Ironvmks  Co,  (Z)  GUherVs  Case,  5  Cb.  565. 

V.  Grave,  12  Cb.  D.  738.     See  Met-  (m)  Hay's  Case,  10  Cb.  600. 
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Chip.  III.  the  arrangement  between  them  was  such  that  the  payment  for 
the  shares  so  provided  came  out  of  the  funds  of  the  company, 
the  Court  held  that,  he  being  a  director  of  the  company,  could 
not  retain  for  his  own  benefit  monies  so  paid  him  by  the  vendors ; 
that  the  monies  had  never  ceased  to  be  the  monies  of  the 
company ;  that  there  had  been,  in  fact,  no  payment  by  him  in 
respect  of  his  shares,  and  that  he  was  liable  as  a  contributory  in 
respect  of  those  shares  (n). 

Promotors  of  "  The  word  '  promoters,' "  said  Lord  Blackburn  in  Erlanger  v. 

companies.         j^^^  Sovibrevo  Phosphote  Co.  (o), "  is  not  used  in  the  Companies 

Act,  1862,  25  &  26  Vict.  c.  89.  It  is,  however,  a  short  and  con- 
venient way  of  designating  those  who  set  in  motion  the 
machinery  by  which  the  Act  enables  them  to  create  an  in- 
corporated company.  Neither  does  the  Act  impose  any  duty 
on  those  promoters  to  have  regard  to  the  interests  of  the 
company  which  they  are  thus  empowered  to  create.  But  it 
gives  them  almost  an  unlimited  power  to  make  the  corporation 
subject  to  such  regulations  as  they  please,  and  for  such  purposes 
as  they  please,  and  to  create  it  with  a  managing  body  whom 
they  select,  having  powers  such  as  they  choose  to  give  to  their 
managers,  so  that  the  promoters  can  create  such  a  corporation 
that  the  corporation,  as  soon  as  it  comes  into  being,  may  be 
bound  by  anything,  not  in  itself  illegal,  which  the  promoters 
have  chosen.  Those,  therefore,  who  accept  and  use  such  ex- 
tensive powers,  which  so  greatly  affect  the  interests  of  the 
corporation  when  it  comes  into  being,  are  not  entitled  to  dis- 
regard the  interests  of  that  corporation  altogether.  They  must 
make  a  reasonable  use  of  the  powers  which  they  accept  from 
the  legislature  with  regard  to  the  formation  of  the  corporation, 
and  that  requires  them  to  pay  some  regard  to  its  interests,  and 
consequently  they  stand  with  regard  to  that  corporation  in  what 
is  commonly  called  a  fiduciary  relation  to  some  extent." 

"  The  promoters  of  a  company,"  said  Lord  Cairns  (jp),  "  stand 
in  a  fiduciary  position.  They  have  in  their  hands  the  creation 
and  moulding  of  a  company  ;  they  have  the  power  of  defining 
how  and  when,  and  in  what  shape,  and  under  what  supervision 

(n)  Hay's  Case,  10  Ch.  600.  (p)  lb.  1236. 

(o)  3  App.  Ca.  1268. 
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it  shall  start  into  existence  and  begin  to  act  as  a  trading  cor-  Chap.  III. 
poration.  If  they  are  doing  all  this  in  order  that  the  company 
may,  as  soon  as  it  starts  into  life,  become,  through  its  managing 
directors,  the  purchaser  of  the  property  of  themselves,  it  is 
incumbent  on  the  promoters  to  take  care  that,  in  forming  the 
company,  they  provide  it  with  an  executive — that  is  to  say,  a 
board  of  directors  who  shall  both  be  aware  that  the  property 
which  they  are  asked  to  buy  is  the  property  of  the  promoters, 
and  who  shall  be  competent  and  impartial  judges  as  to  whether 
the  purchase  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  made.  There  is  no  rule 
that  the  owner  of  property  may  not  promote  and  form  a  joint- 
stock  company  and  then  sell  his  property  to  it ;  but,  if  he  does 
so,  he  is  bound  to  take  care  that  he  sells  it  to  the  company 
through  the  medium  of  a  board  of  directors,  who  can  and  do 
exercise  an  independent  and  intelligent  judgment  on  the 
transaction,  and  who  are  not  left  under  the  belief  that  the 
property  belongs  not  to  the  promoters  but  to  some  other  person- 
It  is  the  duty,  moreover,  of  the  promoters  to  take  care  that  the 
contract  for  purchase  of  their  property  be  submitted  to  the 
intelligent  consideration  of  a  complete  number  of  independent 
directors.  I  cannot  but  regard  a  meeting  at  which  two  of  the 
principal  directors  did  not  and  could  not  attend,  at  which  one 
who  did  attend  and  take  part  in  the  deliberation  was  at  once  a 
person  buying  and  selling,  when  the  legal  adviser  present  and 
assisting  was  virtually  another  vendor,  and  when  the  two  re- 
maining directors  are  not  shown  to  have  had  the  means  of 
exercising  or  to  have  exercised  any  intelligent  judgment  on  the 
subject  as  little  else  than  a  mockery  and  a  delusion."  ''  The 
contract  in  this  case,"  said  Lord  Selbome  (q),  "  was  adopted  as 
the  contract  of  the  company  (having  been  previously  prepared  for 
that  purpose  by  the  vendors),  through  the  machinery  of  a  board 
of  directors  of  the  vendora'  own  creation  who  were  so  constituted 
as  to  be  practically  incapable  of  exercising,  and  who  did  not,  in 
fact,  exercise  any  independent  judgment  on  the  subject.  All 
the  documents  were  prepared  by  the  vendors*  solicitor,  who  was 
also  made  solicitor  to  the  company,  and  who  participated  in  the 
vendors'  profit.     Of  the  five  directors  named  in  the  aiticles  of 

(q)  lb.  1260. 
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Chap.  III.  association,  two  were  absent  from  this  country  and  were  at 
that  time  practically  incapable  of  acting ;  the  other  three  were 
present  when  the  contract  was  adopted,  but  of  these  one  was 
the  nominal  vendor  and  the  paid  agent  and  trustee  of  the  real 
vendor ;  another  was  a  mere  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the 
vendors.  The  consideration  was  twice  as  much  as  the  vendors 
had  paid  for  the  property  a  month  before.  Whether  this  was 
or  was  not  an  excessive  price  to  be  asked  from  the  company  is 
Sk  question  into  which  I  do  not  enter.  If  there  had  been 
an  independent  purchaser  and  a  real  bargain,  the  vendors 
would  have  been  at  liberty  to  ask  what  price  they  pileased  ;  and, 
if  that  purchaser  had  agreed  to  pay  more  for  the  property  than 
it  was  worth,  he  could  not  complain.  But  there  was,  in  fact, 
no  such  purchaser  and  no  such  bargain.  The  vendors  themselves 
managed  the  whole  thing,  and  they  made  those,  who,  through 
their  means,  undertook  a  trust  for  others,  their  passive  in- 
struments." 

A  person  not  a  director  may  be  a  promoter  of  a  company 
which  is  already  incorporated,  the  capital  of  which,  however, 
has  not  been  taken  up,  and  which  is  not  yet  in  a  position  to 
perform  the  obligations  imposed  on  it  by  its  creators  (r). 

The  38th  section  of  the  Companies  Act,  1867,  does  contain 
the  word  "  promoters,"  but  it  imposes  no  fresh  duty  on  them 
with  regard  to  the  company.  It  imposes  a  fresh  dut}'  towards, 
and  gives  new  cause  of  action  to,  persons  who  take  shares  in 
the  company  as  individuals  :  it  does  not  affect  the  obligation  of 
the  promoters  towards  the  corporation.  The  extent  of  the 
fiduciary  relation  which  the  promoters  bear  to  the  company  is 
a  very  important  consideration  in  construing  the  section  (s). 

If  the  promoters  of  a  company  are  the  owners  of  the  property 
which  they  are  selling  to  the  company,  they  are  bound,  like  other 
persons  in  a  fiduciary  position,  to  state  in  their  prospectus  that 
they  are  the  owners,  and  to  make  a  full  and  fair  disclosure  of 
their  interest  and  position  with  respect  to  that  property.  It  is 
not  necessary  in  all  oases  that  the  price  given  by  them  for  the 

(r)  Emma  Silver  Mining  Co,  v.  Photqihate  Co.,  3  App.  Ca.  1269,  j^cr 
1,011)1%  4  C.  P.  D.  407.  Lord  Blackburn, 

(s)  Erlangcr     v.    New     Sombrero 
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property  should  be  stated  ;  but  it  i&  not  fa  .  "Nb.  m« 

state  that  they  have  just  purchased  the  proj. 
smaller  amount  than  they  propose  to  sell  it  1\ 
which  they  are  promoting  or  causing  to  come  i* 

The   concealment  of  an   agreement  whereby 
secured  to  the  promoter  of  a  company  out  of  tk 
money  is  a  fraudulent  concealment.     The  promoter  \ 
allowed  to  keep  the  money.     It  amounts  to  an  agreea 
vendor  with  an  agent  of  an  intended  principal  to  givt        .  a 
bribe  to  betray  the  interests  of  the  principal  (u).     Though  some 
time   may   have    elapsed    between    the    agreement  and    the 
formation  of  the  company,  the  rule  applies  if  the  parties  are 
still  carrying  out  the  scheme  into  which  they  have  entered  (a;). 

There  is  no  diflference  in  principle  between  money  taken  from 
the  funds  of  a  company  by  a  secret  bargain  between  the  vendor 
and  the  promoters,  and  money  so  taken  by  secret  bargain 
between  the  vendor,  the  promoters,  and  the  contractors  {y). 

The  principle  which   affects   dealings   between  trustee  and  other  fiduciary 
cestui  que  trust  extends  also  to  other  persons  invested  with  a  "  *  ^^^' 
like  fiduciary  character :  such  as  executors  and  administrators  (z)\ 
assignees  of  a  bankrupt  (a) ;  commissioners  of  bankrupts  and 


{t)  New  Sorribrero  Phosphate  Co.  v. 
ErUmgery  5  Ch.  D.  73  ;  Erlanger  v. 
Neto  Sombrero  Phosphate  Co.,  3  App. 
Cos.  1269  ;  Bagnal  v.  Ca/rlton,  6  Ch. 
D.  371. 

(m)  Re  Hereford,  dec.  Engineering 
Co,,  2  Ch.  D.  621. 

(x)  lb. 

{y)  Tioycross  v.  Grant,  2  C.  P.  D. 
535,  per  Cockbum,  C.  J. 

(2)  Pidkering  v.  Pickering,  2  Beav. 
31 ;  Wedderbum  v.  Wedderbum,  4 
M.  &  C.  41  ;  Barton  v.  Hassard,  3 
Pr.  &  War.  461  ;  AUfrmj  v.  AUfrey, 
1  Mac.  &  G.  87  ;  Smedley  v.  Varley, 
23  Beav.  359  ;  Prideatix  v.  Lonsdale, 
1  D.  J.  &  S.  433  ;  De  Cordova  v.  I)e 
Cordova,  4  App.  Ca,  702. 

(a)  Ex  parte  Reynolds,  5  Ves.  707  ; 
Ex  parte  HugJies,  6  Ves.  617  ;   Ex 


parte  La^iey,  ib.  625  ;  Ex  parte  James, 
8  Ves.  337  ;  Ex  parte  Bennett,  10 
Ves.  381  ;  Pooley  v.  Quilter,  2  D.  & 
J.  327.  See  Adams  v.  Sworder,  2  D. 
J.  &  S.  44.  Leave  may  be  given  by 
the  court  to  the  assignees  to  purchase 
the  bankrupt's  estate.  Ex  parte 
James,  8  Ves.  348  ;  Ex  parte  Bage,  4 
Madd.  460  ;  Anon.,'  2  Russ.  350  ; 
Ex  parte  SerU,  1  GL  &  Ja.  187  ;  Ex 
parte  Beamont,  1  Mont.  &  A.  304. 
In  one  case  an  assignee  was  removed 
in  order  that  he  might  bid  at  a  sale 
of  the  bankrupt's  estate.  Ex  parte 
Perks,  3  M.  D.  &  Deg.  385.  The 
leave  must  be  previously  obtained. 
Before  the  coiu-t  will  entertain  any 
such  application  on  the  part  of  the 
assignee,  he  must  first  obtain  the 
consent  of  the  creditors,  at  a  meeting 
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other  judicial  officers  (6) ;  committees  of  lunatics  (c) ;  governors 
of  a  charity  (d)  ;  receivers  (e) ;  arbitratora  (/) ;  to  a  member  of 
a  corporation  taking  a  lease  of  the  coiporate  property  (g),  and 
many  other  cases  (A).  The  disability  extends  in  general  to  all 
persons  who  being  employed  or  concerned  in  the  affaii*s  of 
another  acquire  a  knowledge  of  his  property  (i).  Partners  in 
business  of  an  assignee  in  bankruptcy  are  equally  disqualified 
from  purchasing  with  the  assignee  himself  {k). 

The  principle  does  not,  however,  apply  to  the  case  of  a  mort- 
gagee dealing  with  the  mortgagor  {I),  nor  to  the  case  of  a 
puisne  mortgagee  buying  the  mortgaged  property  from  a  prior 
mortgagee  under  the  exercise  of  his  power  of  sale  (m) ;  nor  to 
the  case  of  a  tenant  for  life  purchasing  from  trustees  for  sale 
under  a  power  to  be  exercised  with  his  consent  (n)  ;  nor  to  the 


called  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
them  to  assent  to  or  dissent  from 
the  proposed  purchase :  Ex  parte 
MolineuXf  4  D.  &  C.  461  ;  Anon,,  2 
Russ.  350  ;  and  even  then  the  court 
will  not  make  the  order,  except  under 
very  special  circumstances.  Exparte 
Hodgson  J  1  GL  &  Ja.  14  ;  ^x  parU 
Tovmcy  4  D.  &  C.  519.  In  a  case 
where  the  court  refused  to  allow  an 
assignee  to  bid,  he  was  allowed  to 
name  the  price  he  would  give,  if  the 
property  was  not  sold  by  auction, 
and  afterwards  to  buy  at  that  price.. 
Ex  parte  Holyman,  8  Jur.  156.  If  a 
purchase  by  an  assignee  be  found 
beneficial,  it  may  be  confirmed  by 
the  court.  Ex  parte  Gore,  6  Jur. 
1118,  7  Jur.  136. 

(6)  Ex  parte  James,  8  Ves.  338  ; 
Ex  parte  Bennett,  10  Ves.  381. 

(c)  Wright  v.  Proud,  13  Ves.  136. 

(d)  Att.-Gen,  v.  Lord  Clarendon, 
17  Ves.  500. 

(c)  Alyen  v.  Bond,  1  Fl.  &  Kel. 
196  ;  Eyre  v.  McDonnell,  15  Ir.  Ch. 
534 ;  Boddington  v.  Langford,  ib. 
558. 

(/)  Blennerhassett  v.  Day,  2  Ba. 


&  Be.  116. 

(g)  Att-Gen,  v.  Corporation  of 
Casliel,  3  Dr.  &  War.  294. 

Qi)  See  Ex  parte  Morgan,  12  Ves. 
6  ;  Grover  v.  Iliigell,  3  Russ.  428  ; 
Greenlaw  v.  Hugell,  3  Beav.  49; 
Beaden  v.  King,  9  Ha.  499  ;  Dimes 
V.  Proprietors  of  Grand  Junction 
Bailway  Co.,  3  H.  L.  759  ;  Denton  v. 
Donner,  23  Beav.  285  ;  Re  Bonayns's 
Estate,  13  Ir.  Ch.  444. 

(i)  Sug.  V.  &  P.  587,  14th  ed., 
supra,  p.  127. 

(k)  Exparte  Burnell,  7  Jur.  116. 

(I)  Knight  v.  Marjoribanks,  2  Mac. 
&  G.  10,  2  H.  &  Tw.  308  ;  Dohson 
V.  Land,  8  Ha.  220 ;  Melbourne 
Banking  Co.  v.  Brougham,  7  App.  Ca. 
307 ;  but  comp.  Hickes  v.  Cooke,  4 
Dow.  16  ;  Doxones  v.  Grazebrook,  3 
Mer.  200  ;  Re  Bhye's  Trust,  1  Mac 
&  G.  490 ;  Martinson  v.  Clowes,  21 
Ch.  D.  860. 

(m)  Shaw  v.  Bunny,  2  D.  J.  &  S. 
468 ;  Kirkwood  v.  Thompson^  ib. 
613. 

(n)  Howard  v.  D^fjcane,  T.  &  R. 
81  ;  Dicconson  v.  Talbot,  6  Ch.  37. 
As  tenant  for  life  is  placed  by  the 
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case  of  a  tenant  for  life  or  mortgagor  with  power  to  sell  or 
lease  selling  or  leasing  to  a  trustee  for  himself  (o) ;  nor  does  it 
operate  to  preclude  a  tenant  for  life  from  effecting  a  sale  which 
will  be  advantageous  to  his  own  interest,  if  his  conduct  has  been 
without  blame  and  blemish  (p) ;  nor  does  the  principle  apply 
to  the  case  of  merely  nominal  trustees,  such  as  trustees  who 
have  disclaimed  (q),  or  trustees  to  preserve  contingent  re- 
mainders (r).  Nor  when  property  is  sold  in  a  foreclosure  suit 
is  the  solicitor  to  some  creditors  of  the  mortgagee,  one  of  whom 
has  obtained  a  decree  for  the  administration  of  the  mortgagee's 
estate  precluded  from  purchasing,  though  his  name  appeared  on 
the  particulars  of  sale  as  one  of  several  solicitors  from  whom 
particulars  of  sale  could  be  obtained  {a). 

But  a  mortgagee  exercising  his  power  of  sale  cannot  purchase 
on  his  own  account,  nor  can  the  solicitor  of  the  mortgagee 
acting  for  him  in  the  matter  of  the  sale  purchase  on  his  own 
account.  In  a  case  where  property  was  sold  under  their 
power  of  sale  by  mortgagees  of  a  building  society,  it  was  held 
that  the  secretary  of  the  society  could  not  bid  at  the  auction, 
though  he  stated  he  was  buying  on  his  own  account  (Q. 

If  the  tenant  of  charity  lands  happens  to  be  a  trustee,  that  is 
a  circumstance  to  excite  suspicion,  if  the  land  be  of  an  inade- 
quate value.     At  the  same  time  it  must  be  remembered  that 
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Settled  Land  Act,  1882,  s.  53,  in  the 
position  of  a  trustee,  he  cannot  safely 
purchase  from  or  exchange  with 
himself ;  but  see  Sug.  V.  &  P.  692  ; 
Dart,  V.  &  P.  37,  as  to  tenant  for 
life  with  power  of  sale  in  general. 
As  tenant  for  life  may  purchase  on 
a  sale  by  the  court  after  obtaining 
permission  from  the  court :  Dart, 
V.  &  P.  1195,  he  may,  under  the 
Settled  Land  Act,  1882,  buy  from 
himself  with  the  sanction  of  the 
court,  for  which  application  may  be 
made  under  sections  31  (3),  44.  A 
purchase  by  tenant  for  life  in  the 
name  of  a  third  person,  would  be  no 
better  than  if  it  were  made  in  his 


own  name,  indeed  it  would  be  rather 
indicative  of  fraud.  Dart,  V.  &  P. 
41  ;  M'Pherson  v.  JVatt,  3  App.  Ca. 
263. 

(o)  Sevan  v.  Hdbgood,  1  J.  &  H. 
222. 

(p)  Hickley  v.  Hickley,  2  Ch.  D. 
190. 

{q)  Stacey  v.  Elphy  1  M.  &  K. 
195 ;  Chambers  v.  Waters,  3  Sim. 
42. 

(r)  Parkes  v.  WTiite,  11  Ves.  209, 
226. 

(«)  Chiest  v.  Smythe,  6  Ch.  551. 

(t)  Martinson  v.  Clowes,  21  Ch.  D. 
860. 
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Cbap.  Ill,  the  case  of  a  charity  estate  is  one  in  which  of  all  othera  the 
security  of  the  rent  is  the  first  object  to  be  regarded.  In  such 
cases  therefore  the  inadequacy  of  the  rent  reserved  is  less 
a  badge  of  fraud  than  it  would  be  in  almost  any  other 
case  (u). 
DealingB  between      Considerations  of  a  similar  character  apply  to  the  case  of 

transactions  between  persons  standing  to  each  other  in  the 
relation  of  solicitor  and  client  (x).  It  is  the  duty  of  a  solicitor 
to  protect  the  interests  of  his  client.  The  client  is  entitled  to 
the  full  benefit  of  the  best  exertions  of  the  solicitor.  A  solicitor 
may  not  bring  his  own  personal  interest  in  any  way  into  conflict 
with  that  which  his  duty  requires  him  to  do  (y),  or  make  a  gain 
for  himself  in  any  manner  whatever  at  the  expense  of  his  client 
in  respect  of  the  subject  of  any  transactions,  connected  with  or 
arising  out  of  the  relation  of  solicitor  and  client,  beyond  the 
amount  of  just  and  fair  professional  remuneration  to  which  he 
is  entitled  (e).  A  solicitor  may  not  even  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment with  a  man  to  be  his  solicitor  in  a  particular  transaction 
upon  the  terms  of  getting  a  greater  benefit  than  he  would 
obtain  by  the  costs  which  he  is  entitled  to  charge  according  to 
the  rules  of  law  (a).  If,  indeed,  a  solicitor  be  a  trustee,  he  is 
not  entitled  to  charge  for  professional  services  in  respect  of  the 
trust  estate  (6). 

A  solicitor  is  not  under  any  incapacity  to  purchase  from  or 
sell  to  a  client.  A  solicitor  may  deal  with  a  client  or  purchase 
a  client's  property  even  during  the  continuance  of  the  relation, 
but  the  burthen  of  proof  lies  on  him  to  show  that  the  transac- 


(u)  Ex  parte  Skinner,  2  Mer.  457. 

(x)  See  Walmsley  v.  Booth,  2  Atk. 
39  J  Newman  v.  Payne,  2  Ves.  Jr. 
201  ;  Rhodes  v.  Beauvoir,  6  Bligh, 
195 ;  Gasbome  v.  Barsham,  2  Beav. 
76  ;  Holman  v.  Loynes,  4  D.  M.  & 
G.  270. 

(y)  Lawless  v.  Mansfield,  1  Dr.  & 
War.  557,  631. 

(2)  IVood  V.  Dmvnes,  18  Ves.  120  ; 
Rhodes  v.  Beauvoir,  6  Bligh,  195  ; 
CJiampion  v.  Rigby,  TamL  421,  9  L. 


J.  Ch.  N.  S.  211 ;  Lyddon  v.  Moss,  4 
D.  &  J.  104  ;  Proctor  v.  Robinson,  35 
Beav.  335*;  TyrreUY.  Bank  of  London, 
10  H.  L.  26,  44. 

(a)  Strange  v.  Brennan,  15  L.  J. 
Ch.  289  ;  Pince  v.  Beattie,  32  L.  J. 
Ch.  734.  See  Re  Whitcombe,  8  Beav. 
140  ;  comp.  Lyddon  v.  Moss,  4  D.  & 
J.  104  ;  Gallotvay  v.  Corporation  of 
London,  4  Eq.  90. 

(6)  Stanes  v.  Parker,  9  Beav.  385  ; 
Todd  v.  jrUsmi,  ib.  486. 


IN  A  FIDUCIARY   POSITION. 


141 


tion  has  been  perfectly  fair  (c).  A  prudent  man  would  not 
deal  with  his  client  without  the  intervention  of  another  soli- 
citor, but  there  is  no  rule  that  a  solicitor  may  not  take  such  a 
course  (d).  He  must,  however,  be  prepared  to  show  that  he 
gave  his  client  the  same  protection  as  he  would  have  given  him, 
if  dealing  with  a  stranger,  and  must  satisfy  the  court  that  he 
has  taken  no  advantage  of  his  professional  position,  but  has 
duly  and  honestly  advised  his  client  as  an  independent  and 
disinterested  adviser  would  have  done,  and  has  brought  to  his 
knowledge  everything  which  he  himself  knew  necessary  to 
enable  him  to  form  a  judgment  in  the  matter,  and  he  must  in 
particular  be  able  to  show  that  a  just  and  fair  price  has  been 
given  («).  He  should,  indeed,  be  prepared  to  show  how  the 
contract  was  entered  into,  who  made  the  first  ofiFer,  and  what 
were  the  circumstances  attending  the  transaction  (/).  The 
possibility  of  a  speculative  or  contingent  advantage  does  not 
fall  within  those  communications  which  a  solicitor  is  bound  to 
disclose  to  his  client,  if  the  transaction  has  been  in  other 
respects  fair,  and  the  point  was  as  much  open  to  the  observation 
of  the  one  party  as  the  other  (g).     If  a  solicitor  be  employed  as 


Chap.  m. 


(c)  Supm,  p.  125. 

(d)  CuUs  V.  Salmon,  21  L.  J.  Ch. 
750,  fer  Lord  St.  Leonards  ;  Jones  v. 
Price^  20  L.  T.  49.  See  Watt  v. 
Grove,  2  Sch.  &  Lef.  503. 

(e)  Gibson  v.  Jeyes,  6  Ves.  277  ; 
Montesquieu  v.  Sandys,  18  Ves.  302  ; 
Cane  v.  Lord  Allen,  2  Dow.  294  ; 
Morgan  v.  Lewes,  4  Dow.  29,  47  ; 
MoUmy  v.  ^Estrange,  Beat.  406 ; 
Champion  v.  Righy,  Taml.  421,  9  L. 
J.  Ch.  N.  S.  211  ;  Uppington  v. 
Bullen,  2  Dr.  &  War.  1 85  ;  Edtcards 
V.  Meyrick,  2  Ha.  60 ;  Higgins  v. 
Joyce,  2  J.  &  L.  282  ;  Spencer  v. 
Topham,  22  Beav.  573  ;  Holman  v. 
Loynes,  4  D.  M.  &  G.  270  ;  Hesse  v. 
Briant,  6  D.  M.  &  G.  623  ;  Savery 
V.  King,  6  H.  L.  627  ;  Tomson  v. 
Judge,  3  Drew.  306 ;  Barnard  v. 
Hunter,  2  Jiir.  N.  S.  1213  ;  Knight 
V.    Bo^cyer,   2    D.   &    J.    421,   445; 


Gresley  v.  Mousley,  4  D.  &  J.  78,  3 
D.  F.  &  J.  433  ;  Lyddon  v.  Moss,  4 
D.  &  J.  104 ;  Morgan  v.  Higgins,  1 
Giff.  270 ;  Grcywdy  v.  Day,  ib.  316  ; 
Pearson  v.  Ben^son,  28  Beav.  599  ; 
Marqids  of  Clanricarde  v.  Henning, 
30  Beav.  175  ;  Beale  v.  Billing,  13 
Jr.  Ch.  250  ;  Gibbs  v.  Daniel,  4  Giff. 
1 ;  Adams  v.  Sworder,  2  D.  J.  &  S. 
44;  Rhodes  v.  Bate,  1  Ch.  252; 
Sterry  v.  CoomJbs,  19  W.  K.  964. 

(/)  Jones  V.  Price,  20  L.  T.  49. 
See  Rhodes  v.  Bates,  1  Ch.  252; 
see  also  Moore  v.  Prance,  9  Ha. 
299,  where  a  deed  was  set  aside, 
though  the  solicitor  derived  no 
benefit  from  it. 

{g)  Edwards  v.  Meyrick,  2  Ha.  60, 
See  Montesquieu  v.  Sandys,  18  Ves. 
302J;  Ramsbottom  v.  Parker,  6  Madd.  6 ; 
Holman  v.  Loynes,  4  D.  M.  &  G.  270  ; 
jrentvvrth  v.  Lloyd,  32  Beav.  467. 


142 


FRAUD   BY  PARTIES 


Cbap.  m. 


an  agent  for  sale  or  purchase,  he  may  not  purchase  from  or  sell 
to  himself  surreptitiously  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of 
his  client  (h).  Though  the  transaction  is  one  which  in  every 
respect  might  have  been  supported  had  the  client  known  that 
the  solicitor  employed  by  him  to  sell  was  the  purchaser,  it 
cannot  be  supported  if  that  fact  has  not  been  disclosed  (i).  If 
the  sale  be  under  a  decree  of  the  court,  a  solicitor  employed 
in  the  cause,  who  wishes  to  purchase,  should  first  obtain  leave 
of  the  court  (k),  A  solicitor  employed  in  the  sale  of  an  estate 
should  not  bid  for  the  estate  though  it  may  be  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  it  going  at  an  undervalue,  unless  he  first 
obtain  the  leave  of  the  court  to  do  so.  If  he  do  so  without  the 
leave  of  the  court  and  there  is  no  higher  bidder,  he  may,  if  the 
court  thinks  proper,  be  held  to  the  purchase  (I). 

The  rule  that  a  solicitor  who  deals  with  a  client  is  bound  to 
prove  the  fairness  of  the  transaction  applies  with  peculiar  force 
where  the  client  is  placed  at  a  disadvantage  from  his  being 
indebted  to  the  solicitor,  and  gives  him  a  security  for  the 
debt  (m).  If,  however,  the  court  is  satisfied  that  the  transaction 
has  been  on  the  whole  fair  and  reasonable,  and  that  no  undue 
advantage  has  been  taken,  it  will  be  supported,  although  there 
may  have  been  some  irregularities  attending  it  (n).    A  solicitor 


(h)  Ex  parte  JameSy  8  Yea.  352  ; 
Ex  parte  Bennett,  10  Ves.  381  ;  Cane 
V.  Lord  Allen,  2  Dow.  294 ;  Rhodes 
V.  Beauvoir,  6  Bligh,  195  ;  Sidny  v. 
Banger,  12  Sim.  118  ;  Bloye's  Trust, 
1  Mac  &  G.  488  ;  Lewis  v.  Hillman, 
3  H.  &  L.  607  ;  Tyrrell  v.  Bank  of 
London,  10  H.  L.  26,  44  ;  Adams  v. 
Sworder,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  44. 

(t)  Macpherson  v.   Watt,  3  App. 
Ca.  256. 

(k)  Sidny  v.  Ranger,  12  Sim.  118. 

(I)  Nelthorpe  v.  Pennyman,  14 
Ves.  517. 

(m)  Proof  V.  Hines,  ca.  t.  Talb. 
115;  JVaXmsley  v.  Booik,  2  Atk. 
29 ;  Draper's  Co.  v.  Davis,  ib.  295 
Ward  V.  Hartpole,  cit.  3  Bligh,  470 
Newman  v.  Payne,  2  Ves.  Jr.  200 
Cooke  V.  Setree,  1  V.  &  B.  126 ;  Daly 


V.  Kelly,  4  Dow.  417,  430  ;  Casbome 
V.  Barsham,  2  Beav.  76  ;  Champion 
V.  Rigby,  Taml.  421,  9  L.  J.  Ch.  N. 
S.  211  ;  Bellamy  v.  Sabine,  2  Ph. 
425  ;  Lawless  v.  Mansfield,  1  Dr.  & 
War.  557 ;  Uppington  v.  BMen, 
2  Dr.  &  War.  185  ;  Edxoards  v,Mey- 
rick,  2  Ha.  60  ;  Shaw  v.  Neale,  20 
Beav.  157  ;  Coleman  v.  Mellersh,  2 
Mac.  &  Q.  309  ;  Holman  v.  Loynes, 
4  D.  M.  &  G.  270  ;  Lyddon  v.  Moss, 
28  Beav.  598.  See  Jones  v.  Thomas, 
2  Y.  &  C.  498  ;  Morgan  v.  Biggins, 
1  Giff.  270  ;  Re  Foster,  2  D.  F.  &  J. 
110  ;  Re  Pugh,  1  D.  J.  &  S.  673. 

(n)  Jones  v.  Roberts,  9  Beav.  419  ; 
Blagrave  v.  Ronth,  8  D.  M.  &  G.  621. 
See  Cooke  v.  Setree,  1  V.  &  B.  126  ; 
Plenderleath  v.  Frazer,  3  V.  &  B. 
174 ;  Lawless  v.  Mansfield,  1  Dr.  & 
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who  advances  money  to  or  has  dealings  with  a  client  must  be 
able  to  prove  the  advance  of  the  money  by  some  other  evidence 
than  the  instrument  creating  the  security  (o).  A  solicitor 
cannot,  under  any  circumstances,  take  security  from  his  client 
for  future  costs  (p),  or  for  monies  to  be  advanced  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  cause  {q) ;  but  a  security  given  by  a  client  to  his 
solicitor  for  past  costs  or  for  monies  actually  due  will  be  sup- 
ported if  bond  fide  (r). 

In  dealing  with  a  case  where  a  solicitor  has  purchased  from  a 
client,  the  circumstances  of  his  employment  may  be  considered 
and  the  amount  of  influence  estimated.  In  a  case  accordingly 
where  no  high  degree  of  confidence  existed,  and  not  much 
influence  had  been  acquired,  the  court,  being  satisfied  that  the 
conduct  of  the  solicitor  had  been  boTidfide,  and  that  the  bargain 
was  a  fair  one,  the  transaction  was  upheld  («). 

The  statement  of  an  untrue  consideration  in  a  deed  of  pur- 
chase of  sale  between  attorney  and  client  is  fatal  to  the  deed. 
The  court  will  never  support  a  deed  where  an  attorney  is 
purchaser  and  the  consideration  is  untruly  stated  (t). 

The  inile  which  throws  upon  a  solicitor  dealing  with  his  client 
the  burthen  of  proving  the  fairness  of  the  transaction  is  not 
confined  to  cases  where  the  solicitor  is  actually  employed  at  the 
time,  but  may  extend  to  cases  where  a  solicitor  has  in  the 
course  of  his  employment  on  a  previous  occasion  acquired  or 
had  the  means  of  acquiring  any  peculiar  knowledge  as  to  the 
property  (u).     As  a  general  rule,  however,  it  no  longer  applies 


Chap.  III. 


War.  557;  Stedman  v.  ColleH,  17 
Beav.  608  ;  Moss  v.  Bambrigge^  6  D. 
M.  &  G.  292.  See  Cheslyn  v.  Da%, 
2  Y.  &  C.  170 ;  comp.  Lyddon  v. 
Moss,  4  D.  &  J.  104. 

(o)  Morgan  v.  Lewes,  4  Dow.  46 ; 
Morgan  v.  Evans,  3  CL  &  Fin.  195  ; 
Lawless  v.  Mansfield,  1  Dr.  &  War. 
557  ;  Gresley  v.  MousUy,  3  D.  F.  & 
J.  433.  See  Jones  v.  Thomas,  2  Y.  & 
C.  498 ;  StainUm  v.  Carron  Co,,  24 
Beav.  352. 

(p)  Jones  V.  Tripp,  Jac.  322 ; 
William*  v.  Piggott,  ib.  598  ;  Booth 


V.  Creswieke,  13  L.  J.  Ch.  217  ;  Cole- 
man V.  Mellersh,  2  Mac.  &  G.  309. 
See  Pitcher  v.  Bigby,  9  Pri.  79. 

(?)  Uppington  v.  Bullen,  2  Dr.  & 
War.  184. 

(r)  Cheslyn  v.  D(dby,  2  Y.  &  C. 
170  ;  Edwards  v.  Meyrich,  2  Ha.  60. 

(«)  Pisani  v.  AU,'Oen,  of  Gib- 
raltar, L.  K.  5  P.  C.  536. 

(0  Uppington  v.  Bullen,  2  Dr.  & 
War.  184.  See  Holman  v.  Loynes, 
4  D.  M.  &  G.  270. 

(u)  Holman  v.  Loynes,  4  D.  M.  & 
G.   270 ;  Gibbs  v.  Daniel,  4  Giff.  1, 
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after  there  has  been  an  entire  cessation  of  the  relation  (x)  ;  nor 
will  it  apply  in  cases  where  the  transaction  is  entirely  uncon- 
nected with  the  duty  of  the  attorney  (y).  Nor  will  it  apply 
with  the  same  force  where  the  relation  though  not  terminated 
has  been  loosened  and  the  influence  consequent  on  the  relation 
which  formerly  existed  between  the  parties  is  not  subsisting  in 
its  full  and  perfect  force  (z). 

The  relation  of  solicitor  and  client  carries  with  it  all  its  con- 
sequences, whether  it  arise  from  an  already  existing  relation  or 
be  only  created  for  the  pui-pose  of  a  particular  transaction.  But 
if  it  do  not  exist  previously,  and  first  arises  in  the  particular 
transaction,  it  must  be  definitely  established,  and  is  not  neces- 
sarily to  be  inferred  {a). 

The  rule  which  throws  upon  a  solicitor  dealing  with  his  client 
the  burthen  of  proving  the  fairness  of  the  transaction  applies  to 
the  case  of  voluntary  agreements,  and  not  to  a  case  where  the 
solicitor  is  in  the  hostile  attitude  of  an  urgent  and  pressing 
creditor  (6).  Nor  does  the  rule  apply,  where  the  transaction  is 
totally  disconnected  with  the  relation,  and  concerns  objects  and 
things  not  embraced  in  or  affected  by  or  dependent  upon  that 
relation  (c).  The  fact  that  the  purchaser  may  be  a  solicitor, 
and  that  the  vendor  had  no  legal  adviser,  there  having  been  no 
previous  relation  of  solicitor  and  client  between  them,  does  not 
bring  the  case  within  the  ordinary  rule  of  the  Court  in  such 
cases  (d). 

The  rule  with  regard  to  gift«  by  a  client  to  his  solicitor  is 


See  Carter  v.  Palmer,  8  CI.  &  Fin. 
657,  707. 

(x)  Qibson  v.  Jeyes,  6  Ves.  277  ; 
fVood  V.  DovmeSy  ISjVes.  120  ;  Mon- 
tesquieu V.  Sandys,  ib.  313  ;  Cane  v. 
Lord  Allen y  2  Dow.  289;  Moss  v. 
Bainbrigge,  6  D.  M.  &  G.  292.  See 
Dmt  V.  Bmnettj  4  M.  &  C.  269,  277  ; 
Carter  v.  Palmer,  8  CI.  &  Fin.  657  ; 
Blagrave  v.  Kouthy  8  D.  M.  &  Q. 
620. 

{y)  See  Jones  v.  Thomas,  2  F.  & 
C.  519. 

{z)  Moss  V.  Bninhripge^  6  D.  M.  & 


G.  292. 

(a)  TVilliamson  v.  Moriarty,  19  W. 
R.  818. 

(6)  Johnson  v.  Fesenvneyer,  3  D.  & 
J.  13  ;  Pearson  v.  Benson,  28  Beav. 
599.  See  Moss  v,  Biinbrigge,  6  D. 
M.  &  G.  292. 

(c)  Montesquieu  v.  Sandys,  18  Ves. 
313  ;  Jones  v.  Thornas,  2  Y.  &  C. 
498  ;  Edwards  v.  Meyrick,  2  Ha.  60, 
68. 

(d)  Edxcards  v.  Williams,  32  L.  J. 
Ch.  763. 
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much  stricter  than  the  rule  with  regard  to  other  dealings 
between  them.  Gifts  from  a  client  to  a  solicitor  during  the 
existence  of  the  relation  are  absolutely  invalid  upon  gi'ounds  of 
public  policy.  To  render  such  a  gift  valid  there  must  be  a 
severance  of  the  confidential  relation.  Nor  indeed  can  a  gift 
by  a  client  to  a  solicitor  after  the  cessation  of  the  relation  be 
supported  unless  the  influence  arising  from  the  relation  may  be 
rationally  supposed  to  have  ceased  also  (e).  There  is  no  dif- 
ference in  principle  between  a  gift  to  a  man's  wife  and  a  gift 
immediately  to  himself,  if  the  gift  to  the  wife  be  effected  by 
undue  means  on  the  part  of  the  husband  (/).  The  rule  in 
respect  to  benefits  conferred  by  will  is  different.  A  solicitor 
may  take  a  benefit  under  the  will  of  a  client,  although  he  may 
himself  have  prepared  it,  if  no  undue  influence  was  exerted  by 
him  over  the  testator  (9),  and  the  will  was  not  executed  under 
any  mistake  or  misapprehension  caused  by  himself  (h).  But  a 
solicitor  cannot  be  allowed  to  take  any  benefit  from  his  own 
professional  ignorance.  A  solicitor  is  bound  to  have  full  pro- 
fessional  knowledge  and  to  give  the  information  to  his  client. 
If  a  solicitor  is  employed  to  prepare  a  deed  or  to  make  a  will, 
the  law  imputes  to  him  a  knowledge  of  all  the  legal  conse- 
quences to  result  therefrom,  and  requires  that  he  should  dis- 
tinctly and  clearly  point  out  to  his  client  all  those  consequences 
from  which  a  benefit  may  arise  to  himself  from  the  instrument 
so  prepared.  If  he  fail  to  do  so,  he  cannot  as  against  his  client 
or  anyone  claiming  under  him,  derive  any  benefit  under  the 
instrument  (i). 
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(e)  WeUs  V.  Middleton,  1  Cox,  112, 
4  Bro.  P.  C.  245  ;  Newman  v.  Payne, 
2  Vea.  Jr.  200  ;  JFright  v.  Proud,  13 
Ves.  137,  per  Lord  Eldon  ;  Wood  v. 
Dowries,  18  Vea.  120;  Goddard  v. 
Carlisle,  9  Pri.  169  ;  Ward  v.  Hart- 
pole,  cit  3  Bligh,  470 ;  Tomson  v. 
Judge,  3  Drew.  306  ;  Holman  v. 
Lwfnes,  4  D.  M.  &  G.  270,  283  ;  Re 
Holmes's  Estate,  3  Giff.  337  ;  Oibhs 
V.  Daniel,  4  Giff.  1  ;  O'Brien  v. 
Leuns,  4  Giff.  221 ;  Morgan  v.  Minett, 
6  Ch.  D.  638. 


(/)  Goddard  v.  Carlisle,  9  PrL 
169. 

(g)  Walker  y.  Smith,  29  Beav.  394. 

(h)  Hindson  v.  Weatherill,  6  D. 
M.  &  G.  301.  See  Raworth  v.  Mar- 
rioU,  1  M.  &  K.  643. 

(t)  Segrave  v.  Kirwan,  Beat.  157  ; 
Macdonald  v.  LiUie,  1  Bligh,  315  ; 
Buikley  V.  Wilford,  2  CL  &  Fin.  102, 
8  Bligh,  N.  S.  Ill ;  Bayly  v.  WiJkins, 
3  J.  &  L.  630 ;  Nanney  v.  Williams, 
22  Beav.  452  ;  Greenfield  v.  Bates,  5 
Ir.  Ch.  219. 
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Chap.  in.  Accounts  between  solicitor  and  client  stand  upon  different 

grounds  from  those  between  parties  standing  at  arms'  length. 
That  which  between  others  would  be  a  conclusive  settlement  is 
not  so  between  them.  Settlement  and  payment  of  a  bill^  even 
though  a  long  period  may  since  have  elapsed,  is  not  conclusive, 
and  will  not  bar  an  examination  of  the  fairness  of  the  demand. 
If  the  settlement  were  made  during  the  pendency  of  the  suit, 
the  client  must  have  been  in  some  degree  under  the  control  of 
the  solicitor,  and  a  settlement  under  such  circumstances  may  be 
opened  (k). 

The  principles  which  apply  in  the  case  of  dealings  between 
solicitor  and  client  are  also  applicable  to  the  case  of  a  counsel 
employed  by  a  man  as  his  confidential  adviser  (Q  ;  to  the  case 
of  a  man  who  has  constituted  himself  the  legal  adviser  of 
another  (tti),  or  has  offered  him  legal  advice  in  the  matter  {n) ; 
and  to  the  case  of  the  clerk  of  a  solicitor  who  has  acquired  the 
confidence  of  a  client  of  his  master  (o).  In  PameU  v.  Tyler  (jp), 
where  on  a  sale  by  a  mortgagee  the  purchaser  had  employed  a 
clerk  of  the  solicitor  of  the  mortgagee  to  bid  for  him,  the 
transaction  was  set  aside. 
Dealings  between  Considerations  of  a  like  nature  apply  to  the  case  of  persons 
prmoipa  an        standing  in  the  relation  of  principal  and  agent     A  person  who 

is  an  agent  for  another  undertakes  a  duty  in  which  there  is  a 
confidence  reposed  and  which  he  is  bound  to  execute  to  the 
utmost  advantage  of  the  person  who  employs  him.  The  prin- 
cipal is  entitled  to  the  full  benefit  of  the  best  exertions  of  the 
agent.  An  agent  cannot  be  allowed  to  place  himself  in  a 
position  which  under  ordinary  circumstances  might  tempt  him 
not  to  do  that  which  is  the  best  for  his  principal,  or  in  which  his 

(k)  Lewes  v.  Morgan^  5  Pr.  66  ;  (m)  Tate  v.    WUlimnsonf   1    Eq. 

Langstaffe  v.  Tayhr,  14  Ves.  263  ;  528, 2  Ch.  65.   See  Wygey,  Lambert, 

Crossley  v.  ParJctTy  IJ.  &  W.  462.  16  Jr.  Ch.  379. 

(Q  Purcell  V,  Macnamara,  14  Ves.  (n)  Davis  v.  Abraham,  5  W.  R. 

91  ;  M'Cabe  v.  Hussey,  2  Dow.  &  CI.  465. 

440,  5  Bligh,  N.  S.  715  ;  Carter  v.  (o)  Hobday  v.   Peters,  28    Beav. 

Palmer,  8  CI.  &   Fin,   657,    707 ;  349 ;  Nesbitt  v.  Berridge,  32  Beav. 

Broun  v.  Kennedy,  33  Beav.  133,  4  284. 

D.  J.  &  S.  217  ;  Corley  v.  Lord  Staf-  (i?)  2  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  195, 
furd,  1  D.  &  J.  238. 
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interest  and  hiR  duty  will  be  in  conflict.  No  agent  in  the 
course  and  execution  of  his  agency  can,  without  the  knowledge 
and  consent  of  his  principal,  be  allowed  to  make  any  profit  or 
advantage  out  of  the  matter  of  bis  agency  and  the  business  in 
which  he  is  employed  beyond  the  proper  remuneration  to  which 
he  is  entitled  for  his  services  as  agent  (q). 

There  is  no  difference  in  principle  between  a  profit  made  by 
an  agent  after  he  has  become  an  agent  and  profit  through  a 
bargain  made  by  him  at  the  time  when  he  becomes  an  agent 
with  a  pei-son  who  is  proposing  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  his 
principal  (r).  An  agent  cannot  bargain  for  any  benefit  derived 
from,  the  subject  on  which  he  is  employed  without  disclosing  the 
fact  to  his  principal  («).  Commission  received  by  an  agent 
without  the  knowledge  of  his  principal  is  looked  on  as  a  bribe. 
It  is  a  profit  which  the  principal  has  a  right  to  extract  from  the 
agent  whenever  it  comes  to  his  knowledge  (t).  The  rule  is  the 
same  whether  the  remuneration  received  by  the  agent  formed 
part  of  the  original  bargain,  or  was  a  present  for  services  ren- 
dered (u). 

There  is  no  rule  to  prevent  an  agent  from  dealing  with  his 
principal  in  respect  of  the  matter  in  which  he  is  employed  as 
agent  But  an  agent  who  seeks  to  uphold  a  transaction  between 
himself  and  his  principal  must  be  able  to  show  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Court  that  he  gave  his  principal  the  same  advice  in 
the  matter  as  an  independent  and  disinterested  adviser  would 
have  done,  and  that  he  made  a  full  disclosure  of  all  he  knew 
respecting  the  property,  and  that  the  principal  knew  with  whom 
he  was  dealing  and  made  no  objection  to  the  transaction,  and 
finally  that  the  consideration  was  just  and  fair  (x).     However 
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(g)  East  India  Co.  v.  HeTuhmany  1 
Yes.  Jr.  289  ;  Ex  parte  EugheSj  6 
Ves.  617 ;  York  Buildings  Co,  v. 
M*Kenzie,  3  Pat  Sa  Ap.  398,3  Roas, 
L.  C.  Sc.  305 ;  EothKhild  v.  Brock- 
man,  2  Dow.  &  CI.  188,  5  Bligh,  N. 
S.  165  ;  Beck  v.  Kaniorotoicx,  3  K.  & 
J.  230  ;  TyrrellY.BankofLmdon,  10 
H.  L.  26,  39  ;  Parker  v.  M'Kenna, 
10  Ch.  118 ;  -  Ex  parte  Lao-king,  4 


Ch.  D.  566. 

(r)  Haxfe  Case,  10  Ch.  600. 

(«)  BagnaU  v.  CarUon,  6  Ch.  D. 
389. 

{t)  Phoephate  Sevxtge  Co,  v.  ffart-^ 
mmii,  5  Ch.  D.  466. 

(«)  McKay's  Case,  2  Ch.  D.  1. 

(x)  York  Buildings  Co.  v.  M^Kenstie, 
3  Pat  Sc.  Ap.  398, 3  Boss,  L.  C.  Sc. 
305  ;   Loioiher  v.  Loioiher,  13  Vcs. 

L  2 
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fair  the  transaction  may  be  in  other  respects,  any  underhand 
dealing  on  the  part  of  the  agent  will  render  it  impeachable  at 
the  election  of  the  principal.  It  is  immaterial  that  the  agent 
may  have  taken  no  advantage  by  the  bargain.  It  is  sufficient 
that  he  has  not  acted  with  that  good  faith  which  the  Court 
requires,  and  has  placed  himself  in  a  situation  which  might 
tempt  an  agent  to  allow  his  own  interest  to  come  into  conflict 
with  that  which  his  duty  requires  him  to  do  (j/). 

An  agent  who  is  employed  to  sell  cannot  become  the  pur- 
chaser surreptitiously  and  without  the  knowledge  or  assent  of 
his  employer  {z) ;  nor  can  an  agent,  who  is  employed  to  pur- 
chase, purchase  secretly  from  himself  or  from  his  own  trustee  (a), 
or  for  his  own  benefit  (6).  The  nile  applies  whether  the  agent 
employed  to  purchase  waa  actually  in  the  position  of  a  vendor, 
or  intended  to  place  himself  in  that  position  (c).     An  agent  for 


103 ;  Watt  v.  GVoue,  2  Sch.  &  Lef. 
492  ;  Woodhouse  v.  Meredith^  1  J.  & 
W.  204  ;  L<yrd  Selsey  v.  RhoadeSy  2 
Sim.  &  St.  41,  1  Bligh,  N.  S.  1  ; 
Cane  v.  Lord  Allen,  2  Dow,  294 ; 
Eoihschild  V.  Brockmariy  2  Dow.  & 
CI.  188,  5  Bligh,  N.  S.  165  ;  Barker 
V.  Harrison,  2  Coll.  646  ;  Mohny  v. 
Keman,  2  Dr.  &  War.  31  ;  Trevelya/n 
V.  Charter,  4  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  209  ; 
Charter  v.  Trevelyan,  11  CI.  &  Fin. 
714,  732 ;  Mulhallen  v.  Marum,  3 
Dr.  &  War.  317  ;  Murphy  v.  CShea, 
2  J.  &  IL.  422,  426  ;  Clarke  v.  Tip- 
ping, 9  Beav.  284  ;  Bloy^s  Trust,  1 
Mac.  &  G.  488  ;  Letois  v.  Hillman,  3 
H.  L.  607  ;  Rhodes  v.  Bate,  1  Ch. 
252. 

(y)  Gillett  v,  Peppercome,  3  Beav. 
78 ;  Murphy  v.  aShm,  2  J.  &  L. 
422 ;  Charter  v.  Trevelyan,  11  CI.  & 
Fin.  714 ;  Wilson  v.  ShoH,  6  Ha. 
383;  Hobday  v.  Peters,  28  Beav. 
349  ;  Tyrrell  v.  Bank  of  London,  10 
H.  J.  26  ;  Weniworth  v.  Lhyd,  32 
Beav.  467  ;  Parker  v.  M^Kenna,  10 
Ch.  118  ;  De  BiisscJiev.  Alt,  8  Ch.  D. 
316. 


(z)  York  Buildings  Co.  v.  M*Kenziey 
3  Pat  Sc.  Ap.  398,  3  Ross,  L.  C.  Sc 
306  ;  Ex  parte  Hughes,  6  Ves.  617  ; 
Woodhouse  v.  Meredith,  1  J.  &  W. 
204 ;  Trevelyan  v.  Charter,  4  L.  J. 
Ch.  N.  S.  209  ;  Charter  v.  Trevelyan, 
11  CI.  &  Fin.  714  ;  Murphy  v.  CShea, 
2  J.  &  L.  422  ;  Leuns  v.  Hillman,  3 
H.  L.  607  ;  Parker  v.  M^Kenna,  10 
Ch.  118  ;  Maepherson  v.  Watt,  3 
App.  Ca.  256. 

(a)  East  India  Co.  v.  Henchman^  1 
Ve8.  Jr.  289  ;  Massey  v.  Davies,  3 
Ves.  317 ;  Rothschild  v.  Brockman, 
2  Dow.  &  CI.  188;  DriscoU  v. 
Bromley,  1  Jur.  238 ;  Gillett  v. 
Peppercome,  3  Beav.  78  ;  Barker  v. 
Harrison,  2  ColL  646  ;  BenUey  v. 
Craven,  18  Beav.  75  ;  Tyrrell  v.  Baiik 
of  London,  10  H.  L.  26  ;  Kimber  v. 
Barber,  8  Ch.  67. 

(6)  Lees  v.  Nuttall,  2  M.  &  K.  819  ; 
Taylor  v.  Salmon,  4  M.  &  C.  134. 
See  Carter  v.  Palmer,  8  CI.  &  Fin. 
667  ;  Beck  v.  Kantorowicz,  3  E.  &  J. 
230  ;  Hobday  v.  Peters,  28  Beav.  349. 

(c)  Beck  V.  Kantoroicicz,  3  K.  &  J. 
242. 
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sale,  if  he  intends  to  purchase  himself,  or  to  take  an  interest  in  OHap.  III. 
the  purchase,  is  bound  to  tell  his  principal  what  share  in  the 
purchase  he  intends  to  take.  He  is  bound  to  disclose  to  his 
principal  the  exact  nature  of  his  interest.  It  is  not  enough  for 
him  to  say  that  he  has  an  interest  or  to  make  statements  such 
as  would  put  the  purchaser  on  inquiry  (d).  So  also  an  agent 
who  is  employed  to  settle  a  debt  or  to  make  an  arrangement 
cannot  purchase  up  the  debt  or  any  charge  upon  the  property 
which  is  the  subject  of  the  arrangement  for  his  own  benefit  («). 
So  also  an  agent  employed  to  effect  an  insurance  is  bound,  in 
the  absence  of  an  agreement  to  the  contrary,  to  account  to  his 
principal  for  any  discount  which  may  be  allowed  by  the  in- 
surance ofl&ce  on  the  premiums  paid  (/).  The  disability  extends 
to  the  case  of  a  sub-agent  or  substitute  employed  by  the 
agent  (g),  and  to  the  case  of  a  clerk  of  an  agent  who  in  the 
course  of  his  employment  has  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the 
property  of  the  principal  (h). 

The  rule  applies  with  peculiar  stringency  to  the  directors  of 
joint-stock  companies  who  are  agents  for  the  sales  and  pur- 
chases made  by  the  company  (i). 

The  rule  that  an  agent  dealing  with  his  principal  must  impart 
knowledge  acquired  in  his  office  does  not  apply  where  the 
relation  has  ceased  and  there  is  another  agent  with  equal  means 
of  knowledge  to  guard  the  interest  of  the  principal  in  the 
transaction  (j  ).  After  the  relation  of  principal  and  agent  has 
wholly  ceased,  or  the  agent  has  divested  himself  of  that  cha^ 
racter,  the  parties  are  restored  to  their  competency  to  deal  with 
each  other  (k).  But  an  agent  who  has  in  the  course  of  his 
employment  acquired  some  peculiar  knowledge  as  to  the  pro- 
perty cannot  after  the  cessation  of  the  relation  use  the  know- 

(d)  Dunne  v,  English^  18  Eq.  524.  287. 

(«)  Cams  V.  Lord  Allen^  2  Dow.  Qh)  Gardner  v.   Ogden^   8    Smith 

294  ;  Reed  v.  Norris,  2  M.  &  C.  361 ;  (Amer.),  327. 

Carter  v.  Palmer,  8  CI.  &  Fin.  657,  (t)  Ha%fB  Caee,  10  Cli.  600. 

11  Bligh,   N.    S.  397  ;   Hobday  v.  ( j)  Scott  v.  Dunbar,  1  MoU.  442. 

Peters,  28  Beav.  349.  (k)  Charter  v.  Trevelyan,  4  L.  J. 

(/)  Queen  of  Spain  v.  Parr,  39  Ch.  N.  S.  209.    See  York  Buildings 

L.  J.  Ch.  73.  Co,  V.  M'Kenzie,  3  Pat.  Sc.  Ap.  379  ; 

(jg)  De  Bussche  t.  Alt,  S  Ch.   D.  Parker  v.  M'Kenna,  10  Ch.  US, 
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Chap.  Ill,      ledge  SO  acquired  for  his  own  benefit  and  to  the  prejudice  of 
his  former  client  (l). 

An  agent,  for  instance,  who  in  the  coarse  of  his  employment 
as  such  has  discovered  a  defect  in  the  title  of  his  employer, 
cannot  after  the  relation  has  ceased  use  his  knowledge  so  gained 
to  acquire  a  title  for  himself  (m).  Nor  can  a  man  who  is 
employed  as  a  confidential  agent  escape  from  liability  under 
the  pretence  that  the  business  has  been  entrusted  to  an  agent 
and  not  to  him,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  agent  waa 
intended  to  act  and  in  fact  acted  independently  of  him  (n). 

So  long  as  a  contract  remains  executory,  and  the  trustee  or 
agent  has  power  either  to  enforce  it  or  to  rescind  or  alter  it,  so 
long  as  it  remains  in  that  state,  a  ti'ustee  or  agent  cannot 
repurchase  the  property  from  his  own  purchaser  except  for  the 
benefit  of  his  principal  There  may  be  cases  of  agents  for  sale 
who  when  they  have  once  made  the  contract  have  concluded 
their  agency,  such  as  the  case  of  an  auctioneer,  who  when  he 
has  knocked  down  the  estate  and  made  the  written  contract 
may  be  said  to  have  terminated  his  agency.  But  even  in  that 
case  the  Court  would  look  with  considerable  suspicion  on  a  re- 
purchase by  such  an  agent  as  an  auctioneer  from  the  pei-son  to 
whom  he  sold  the  estate,  because  it  would  always  be  extremely 
difficult  to  find  out  whether  there  had  not  been  some  previous 
concert  and  understanding  between  them  (o). 

There  is  no  rule  preventing  the  same  agent  from  acting  for 
the  opposing  parties,  but  he  must  be  able  to  satisfy  the  Court 
that  the  parties  were  substantially  at  arms'  length  in  the 
transaction,  and  that  there  had  been  the  utmost  fairness 
throughout  (p). 

When  a  bribe  is  given  or  a  promise  to  bribe  is  made  to  a 
person  in  the  employment  of  another  by  some  one  who  has 
contracted  or  is  about  to  contract  with  the  employer,  with  a 

(0  Carter  v.  Palmer,  8  CL  &  Fin.  126,  per  Mellish,  L.  J. 

657  ;  Holman  v.  Loyne$,  4  D.  M.  &  (p)  Hesae  v.  Briant,  6  D.  M.  &  G. 

G.  270.  623  ;  Garvey  v.  McMmn,  9  Ir.  Eq. 

(m)  Ringo    v.   Binns,  10  Peters  526.      See   Bhodes  v.  Beauvoir,    6 

(Amer.),  269.  Bligh,  N.  S.  195  ;  Matthie  v.  Edtoards, 

(n  Rhodes  v.  Bate$,  1  Ch.  252.  16  L.  J.  Ch.  405. 

(o)  Parker  v.  M'Kemiay   10  Ch. 
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view  to  induce  the  person  employed  to  act  otherwise  than  with     Chap.  III. 

loyalty  and  fidelity  to  his  employer,  the  agreement  is  a  corrupt 

one,  and  is  not  enforceable  at  law,  whatever  the  effect  on  the 

mind  of  the  person  bribed  may  be.     It  is  quite  immaterial  that 

the  employer  has  not  in  fact  been  damaged.     It  is  sufficient 

that  the  consideration  upon  which  the  promise  was  made  was 

intended  to  be  a  corrupt  one  (g).     Any  surreptitious  dealing 

between  one  principal  and  the  agent  of  the  other  principal  is  a 

fraud.     The  defrauded  principal  is  entitled  at  his  option  to  have 

the  contract  rescinded,  or  if  he  elects  not  to  have  it  rescinded, 

to  have  such  other  adequate  relief  as  the  Court  may  think  right 

to  give  him  (r). 

A  gift  by  a  man  to  a  person  who  has  been  for  many  yeai*s  his 
confidential  agent  and  adviser  is  valid,  unless  the  party  who  seeks 
to  set  it  aside  can  show  that  some  advantage  was  taken  by  the 
agent  of  the  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  the  donor.  If  the  con- 
duct of  the  agent  in  the  master  appears  to  have  been  fair,  honest, 
and  bond  fide,  it  is  immateiial  that  the  deed  of  gift  may  have  been 
drawn  up  by  his  solicitor  without  the  intervention  of  a  disin- 
terested third  party  («).  The  rule  with  respect  to  the  capacity 
of  an  agent  to  accept  a  gift  from  his  principal  is  not  so  strict  as 
it  is  in  the  case  of  attorney  and  client,  trustee  and  cestui  que 
trust,  and  guardian  and  ward.  The  relation  in  which  the 
parties  stand  to  each  other  being  of  a  sort  less  known  and 
definite  than  in  those  other  cases,  the  jealousy  is  diminished  {t). 

The  principles  which  govern  the  case  of  dealings  between  Partnera. 
principal  and  agent  apply  as  between  partners.  It  is  the  duty 
of  partners  towards  each  other  to  refrain  from  all  concealment 
in  the  transaction  of  the  partnership  business.  If  a  partner  be 
guilty  of  any  such  concealment,  and  derive  a  benefit  therefrom, 
he  will  be  treated  in  equity  as  a  trustee  for  the  firm,  and 
compelled  to  account  to  his  co-partners  (tt). 

(q)  Harrington  v.  Victoria  Graving  Fin.  496.    See  Wyn  v.  Ijawbert,  16 

Dock  Co,,  3  Q.  B.  D.  560.  Jr.  Ch.  379  ;  Rhodes  v.  BaU,  1  Ch. 

(r)  Panama,  tkc,  Telegraph  Co.  v.  262. 

India  Rvbher,  dec,  Telegraph  Works  (t)  Hunter  y.  Atkins,  3  M.  &  E. 

Co.,  10  Ch.  626.  113  ;  but  see  Hobday  v.  Peters,  28 

(«)  Hunter  v.  Atkins,  3  M.  &  K.  Beav.  349. 

113;   Nicol  V.    Vaughan,  1  CL  &  (u)  BussellY.Austtoick,lSim.  62; 
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Clutp.  IIL  This  principle  will  prohibit  all  clandestine  bargains  by  one 

partner  for  his  own  exclusive  benefit^  made  in  contemplation  of 
establishing  a  partnership  with  other  persons  {x).  So  each 
partner  is  bound  to  refrain  (in  the  absence  of  consent  by  his 
co-partners)  from  engaging  in  any  other  business  or  speculation 
which  will  deprive  the  partnership  of  a  portion  of  the  skill, 
industry,  diligence  or  capital  which  he  is  bound  to  employ 
therein.  In  other  words,  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  deal  on  his 
own  private  account  in  any  matter  or  business  which  is  obviously 
at  variance  with  his  primary  duty  to  the  partnership.  The 
object  of  this  prohibitory  rule  is  to  withdraw  from  each  partner 
the  temptation  to  bestow  more  attention  and  to  exercise  a 
sharper  sagacity  in  respect  to  his  own  purchases  and  sales  and 
negotiations  than  he  does  in  respect  to  the  concerns  of  the 
partnership  in  the  same  or  in  a  conflicting  .line  of  business. 
Hence  if  one  partner  should  secretly  carry  on  another  trade,  or 
the  same  trade,  for  his  own  advantage,  especially  if  actually 
rather  than  presumably  to  the  injury  of  the  partnership 
interests,  or  should  divei-t  the  capital  or  funds  of  the  partner- 
ship to  such  secret  or  sinister  purposes^  he  will  be  compelled 
to  account  in  equity  for  all  the  profits  made  thereby  (y).  So  if 
one  partner  should  purchase  articles  on  his  own  private  account 
in  some  special  trade  and  business  in  which  the  partnership 
was  engaged,  the  purchase  being  to  the  injury  of  the  partner- 
ship, he  would  be  held  to  account  in  equity  for  his  profits  (z). 
In  cases  of  this  sort  an  injunction  may  be  had  to  restrain  the 
partner  from  carrying  on  any  such  trade  or  business  without  the 
consent  of  his  co-partners  (a). 

A  partner  cannot  make  a  secret  profit  out  of  de^ings  with 
the  firm.*  He  cannot,  for  example,  supply  the  firm  with  goods 
which  he  has  himself  bought  for  his  own  use  at  a  lower  price 
without  informing  his  partners  of  the  facts  (b).    Nor  can  a 

Maddeford  v.  AiuUcick,  ib.  89,  2  M.  Madd.  367  ;  England  v.  Curling,  8 

K.  279.  Beav.  129. 

{x)  Fawcett  v.  JVhitehoiise,  1  R,  &  («)  Burton  v.    Wookey,  6  Madd. 

M.  132,  148  ;  Hichens  v.  Congreve,  4  367. 
Base.  662.  (a)  Glassington  v.  Thioaites,  1  Sim. 

(y)  Glassington  y.  Thxoaites,  1  Sim.  &  St.  124. 
&  St  124,  133  ;  Burton  v.  Wookey,^  (6)  Beniley  v.  Craven,  18. Beav.  75. 
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partner  treat  privately  and  behind  the  backs  of  his  co-partners  Chap.  III. 
for  a  lease  of  the  premises  where  the  joint  trade  is  carried  on  - 
for  his  own  benefit.  A  lease  obtained  in  his  own  name  will  be 
held  a  trust  for  the  partnership  (c).  A  partner  in  business 
intending  to  purchase  the  interest  of  his  co-pai-tner,  must,  if  he 
has  had  the  management  of  the  business  or  the  keeping  of  the 
accounts,  make  a  full  disclosure  of  the  state  of  the  business, 
otherwise  the  purchase  will  be  liable  to  impeachment  by  the 
co-partner.  In  a  case  accordingly  where  a  partner  who  had 
superintended  exclusively  the  accounts  of  the  business,  agreed 
to  purchase  his  co-partner's  share  therein  for  a  sum  which  he 
knew  from  accounts  in  his  possession  to  be  inadequate,  the 
transaction  was  set  aside  on  the  ground  that  the  purchaser  had 
concealed  the  state  of  these  accounts  (d). 

There  is  nothing  fiduciary  between  the  sui-viving  partner  and 
the  dead  man's  representative,  except  that  they  may  sue  each 
other  in  equity.  There  are  certain  legal  rights  and  duties  which 
attach  to  them,  but  it  is  a  mistake  to  apply  the  word  "  trust" 
to  the  legal  relation  which  is  thereby  created  (e). 

The  rule  of  equity  with  respect  to  dealings  between  guardian  Dealings  between 
and  ward  is  extremely  strict  (/),  and  imposes  a  general  inability  ^^."^'^ 
on  the  parties  to  deal  with  each  other  (g).  Where  the  relation 
of  guardian  and  ward  is  subsisting  between  two  parties,  if  a 
gift  or  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  gift  proceeds  from  the  ward 
towards  the  guardian,  when  the  ward  has  just  come  of  full  age, 
such  transactions  are  subject  to  be  viewed  with  the  utmost 
jealousy  by  courts  of  equity.  It  is  almost  impossible  that 
transactions  of  such  a  nature  can  be  sustained,  unless  the  party 
claiming  the  benefit  of  the  gift  can  show  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Court  that  his  influence  has  not  been  misapplied  in  the 
pai*ticular  transaction.  Unless  it  appears  to  be  a  spontaneous 
act  on  the  part  of  the  ward,  or  unless  he  was  informed  in  all 

(c)  Featherstonhaugh  v.  Fenvyicky  (e)  Knox  v.  Gyty  5  £.  &  I.  App. 
17  Ves.  311 ;  Wilson  v.  Qremwoody  1      Ca.  656. 

Wil.  C.  C.  236  ;  Clegg  v.  Fishmck,  (/)  Hylton  v.  Hylton,  2  Ves.  548, 

1  Mac.  &  G.  2»4 ;  Clegg  v.  Edmrnd-  549  ;  Hatch  v.  Hatch,  9  Ves.  292. 

«m,  1  D.  M.  &  G.  787.  {g)  See  Dawson  v.  Massey,  1  B.  & 

(d)  Maddeford  v.  Austtoick,  1  Sim.  B.  226.  Tutor  rem  pupilli  emere 
89.  non  potest.  Dig.  zviii.  tit  1,  leg.  347, 
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the  particalars  of  the  nature^  character,  and  probable  conse- 
quence of  his  proceeding,  such  a  transaction  cannot  stand  {h). 
Transactions  between  guardian  and  ward  cannot  be  allowed  to 
stand,  even  although  they  may  have  taken  place  after  the 
guardianship  has  come  to  a  close,  unless  the  influence  which  is 
presumed  to  arise  from  the  relation  has  ceased  to  exist  (i). 
The  influence  may  continue  to  exist  for  a  considerable  time 
after  the  actual  relation  has  ceased  to  exist  (k).  As  long  as  the 
accounts  between  the  parties  have  not  been  fuDy  settled  or  the 
estate  still  remains  in  some  sort  under  the  control  of  the 
guardian,  the  influence  will  be  presumed  to  exist  (l).  The 
influence  will  indeed  be  presumed  to  exist,  unless  there  is 
distinct  evidence  of  its  determination  (m).  After  the  relation 
has  entirely  ceased,  not  merely  in  name  but  in  fact,  and  a  full 
and  fair  settlement  of  all  transactions  arising  out  of  the  relation 
has  been  made,  and  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  to  put  the 
parties  in  a  position  of  complete  independence  to  each  other, 
there  is  no  objection  to  any  bounty  or  grant  conferred  by  the 
ward  on  his  former  guardian  (n). 

It  is  not  necessary  for  the  application  of  the  principle  that 
the  relation   of  guardian   and   ward   should  exist  in  perfect 


(k)  Archer  v.  Htidson,  15  L.  J.  Ch. 
211  ;  MuUiaUen  v.  Marum,  3  Dr.  & 
War.  317.  See  Oldin  v.  Scmhoni,  2 
Atk.  15  ;  Beasley  v.  Magrath,  2  Sch. 
&  Lef.  35. 

(i)  HyUon  v.  Hylton,  2  Ves.  548, 
649  ;  Hatch  v.  Hatch,  9  Ves.  292 
Carey  v.  Carey y  2  Sch.  &  Lef.  173 
Datoson  v.  Massey,  1  B.  &  B.  219 
Aylward  v.  Kearney ,  2  B.  &  B.  478 
O'Neill  V.  HammUl,  Beat.  618 ;  Matt- 
land  v.  Irvingy  15  Sim.  437  ;  Archer 
v.  Hudson,  15  L.  J.  Ch.  211  ;  Matt- 
land  V.  Backhouse,  17  L.  J.  Ch.  121 ; 
Espffy  V.  Lake,  10  Ha.  260.  See 
Bhcdu  V.  BaU,  1  Ch.  252. 

Qc)  Hatch  V.  Hatch,  9  Vea.  292 
Aylward  v.  Kearney,  2  B.  &  B.  463 
C^Neiil  V.  HammiU,  Beat.  618 
Revett  V.  Harvey,  1  Sim.  &  St  502 


Maitland  v.  Irving,  15  Sim.  437  ; 
Archer  v.  Hudson,  15  L.  J.  Ch.  211 ; 
Maitland  v.  Backhotue,  17  L.  J.  Ch. 
121  ;  Davies  v.  Davies,  9  Jur.  N.  S. 
1002. 

{I)  HyUon  v.  HyUon,  2  Ves.  547  ; 
Dawson  v.  Massey,  1  B.  &  B.  229- 
See  Steadman  v.  Palling,  3  Atk. 
423 ;  MeUish  v.  MeUish,  1  Sim.  & 
St.  138  ;  ReveU  v.  Harvey,  ib.  502  ; 
Matthew  v.  Brise,  14  Beav.  345 ; 
Espey  V.  Lake,  10  Ha.  260. 

(m)  Rhodes  v.  Bate,  1  Ch.  252. 
See  Archer  v.  Hudson,  15  L.  J.  Ch. 
211. 

(n)  Hylton  v.  Hylton,  2  Ves.  547, 
549.  See  Beasley  v.  MagrcUh,  2  Sch. 
&  Lef.  35  ;  Ross  v.  Steele,  1  Jr.  Eq. 
17L 
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child. 


strictness  of  t^rms,  or  that  the  guardian  should  be  a  guardian      ^^p-  m- 

appointed  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  or  nominated  by  the  father. 

If  the  young  person  lives  with  and  is  brought  up  or  under  the 

care,  influence,  and  control  of  a  near  relative  of  mature  age — 

}{ the  relation  of  guardian  and  ward  thus  subsist  between  them 

— the  principle  is  equally  applicable  (o). 

The  principle  applies  to  the  case  of  a  third  party  who  makes 
himself  a  party  with  the  guardian  who  obtains  a  security  from 
his  ward  {p). 

The  case  of  parent  and  child  comes  within  the  same  prin-  l^a^^t  and 
ciple  (g),  The  influence  which  a  parent  has  naturally  over  a 
child  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Court  to  watch  over  and  protect 
the  interests  of  the  child.  A  child  may  deal  with  or  make  a 
gift  to  a  parent,  and  such  dealing  or  gift  is  good,  if  it  be  not 
tainted  with  parental  influence  operating  on  the  hopes  or  fears 
or  necessities  of  the  child.  A  child  is  presumed  to  be  under 
parental  influence  as  long  as  the  dominion  of  the  parent  lasts. 
Whilst  that  dominion  lasts,  it  lies  on  the  parent  upholding  the 
transaction  or  maintaining  the  gift  to  disprove  the  exercise  of 
parental  influence  by  showing  that  the  child  was  really  a  free 
agent  and  had  competent  independent  advice,  or  had  at  least 
competent  means  of  forming  an  independent  judgment  and 
fully  understood  what  he  was  doing  and  was  desirous  of  doing 
it  (r).  The  principle  applies  for  at  least  a  year  after  .the 
coming  of  age  of  the  child,  and  will  extend  beyond  the  yeai',  if 


(o)  BeasUy  v.  Magrathy  2  Sch.  & 
Lef.  31  ;  Reveti  v.  Harveyy  1  Sim.  & 
St.  502  ;  Mtdhallen  v.  Marurrij  3  Dr. 
&  War.  317  ;  AUfrei/  v.  Allfrey,  1 
Mac  &  O.  98 ;  Espey  v.  Lake,  10 
Ha.  260, 262  ;  Prideaux  v.  Lonsdale, 
1  D.  J.  &  S.  433  ;  Everitt  v.  Everitt, 
10  £q.  410  ;  Kempson  v.  Aakbee,  10 
Ch.  15. 

{p)  Espey  V.  Lake,  10  Ha.  260  ; 
Kempson  v.  Askbee,  10  Ch.  15. 

(q)  Gasboms  v.  Barsham,  2  Beav. 
76. 

(r)  Carpenter  v.  Heriot,  1  Ed.  338  ; 
Heron  v.  Heron,  2  Atk.  160  ;  Young 


V.  PecuJiey,  ib.  254;  Hoghton  v. 
Hoghton,  15  Beav.  278 ;  Hartopp  v. 
Hartopp,  21  Beav.  259;  Baker  v. 
Bradley,  7  D.  M.  &  G.  597  ;  Wrighi 
v.  Vankerplank,  8  D.  M.  &  G.  135 
146  ;  Kir^g  v.  King,  1  D.  &  J.  671 
Bury  V.  Oppenheim,  26  B«av.  694 
Savery  v.  King,  6  H.  L.  627,  656 
Jenner  v.  Jenner,  2  D.  F.  &  J.  359 
Berdoe  v.  Dawson,  34  Beav.  603 
Chambers  v.  Crdbbe,  ib.  457  ;  Potts 
V.  Surr,  ib.  543  ;  Turner  v.  Collins^ 
7  Ch.  329  ;  Gray  v.  Binny,  7  Dec.  of 
Court  of  Session,  4th  series,  333. 
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Chap.  III.  the  dominion  lasts  (a).  The  Court  will  indeed  presume  the 
continuance  of  the  influence,  unless  there  is  a  distinct  evidence 
of  its  determination  (t).  The  onus  probandi  which  lies  on  the 
father  to  show  that  the  child  had  independent  advice,  and  that 
he  executed  a  deed  with  full  knowledge  of  its  contents,  and 
with  the  free  intention  of  giving  the  father  the  benefit  conferred 
by  it,  extends  to  a  volunteer  claiming  through  the  father,  and 
to  any  person  taking  with  notice  of  the  circumstances  which 
raise  the  equity,  and  no  farther.  If  a  solicitor  purports  to  act 
in  the  transaction  on  behalf  of  the  child,  a  purchaser  for  value  is 
entitled  to  assume  that  he  has  given  the  child  proper  advice, 
even  although  he  be  acting  as  the  father's  solicitor.  There  is 
no  absolute  rule  in  such  a  transaction  that  the  father  and  child 
must  be  advised  by  different  solicitors  (i6).  Where  the  parental 
influence  is  disproved  or  that  influence  has  ceased,  a  dealing 
between  parent  and  child  or  a  gift  from  a  child  to  a  parent 
stands  on  the  same  footing  as  any  other  dealing  or  gift  (x). 
The  entreaty  of  a  sick  father  to  a  child  does  not  amount  to 
undue  influence  (y).  Nor  is  the  mere  fact  of  a  daughter  soon 
after  coming  of  age  voluntarily  giving  securities  to  a  creditor  of 
her  father  in  payment  of  his  debts  of  itself  ground  for  imputing 
undue  influence  to  the  father  (z). 

Transactions  between  parent  and  child  which  proceed  upon 
arrangements  between  them  for  the  settlement  of  the  family 
property,  or  which  tend  to  the  peace  and  security  of  the  family 
and  the  avoidance  of  litigation,  do  not  come  within  the  ordinary 
rules  of  the  Court  with  respect  to  parental  influence.  If  the 
settlement  is  one  by  which  the  parent  acquires  no  benefit,  not 
already  possessed  by  him,  and  be  a  reasonable  an^angement  and 

(«)  7  H.  L.  772,  per  Lord  Cran-  D.  188. 

worth.     See  Walker  v.  Symonds,  3  (x)  Wright  v.   Vanderplank,  8  D. 

Sw.  1,  72  ;  Hoghton  v.  Hoghton,  16  M.  &  G.  135,  146 ;  Bury  v.  Oppm- 

Beav.  300  ;  Wright  v.  Vanderplank,  heim,  26  Beav.  694. 

8  D.  M.  &  G.  135  ;  Bury  v.  Oppen^  {y)  Farrant  v.  Blanchford,  1  D.  J. 

heim,    26    Beav.     594 ;    Berdoe    v.  &  S.  107. 

Dawson,  34  Beav.  603  ;  Chambers  v.  (z)  Thornber  v.  Sheard,  12  Beav. 

Crahbe,  ib.  467.  689.     See  as   to  undue  influence, 

(t)  Rhodes  v.  Bate,  1  Ch,  252.  infra,  p.  158  et  seq, 

(u)  Bainbrigge  v.  Browne,  18  Ch. 
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for  the  benefit  of  the  famSy  and  be  not  obtained  through  mis- 
representation or  suppression  of  the  truth,  it  will  be  supported 
even  although  it  may  appear  that  the  parent  did  exert  parental 
influence  and  authority  over  the  son  to  procure  his  execution  of 
it.  If  the  child  is  fully  aware  of  the  nature  and  effect  of  the 
transaction,  it  is  of  no  consequence  that  he  may  not  have  had 
the  advice  of  a  separate  solicitor ;  nor  can  he  be  heard  to  say  that 
he  executed  the  settlement  with  precipitancy.  If  the  settle- 
ment be  for  the  benefit  of  the  family,  a  court  of  equity  will  not 
inquire  into  the  degree  of  influence  which  may  have  been 
exerted  (a).  Arrangements  between  members  of  a  family  to 
assist  their  several  objects  or  relieve  their  several  necessities 
are  affected  by  so  many  peculiar  considerations  and  are  in- 
fluenced by  so  many  different  motives  that  they  are  withdrawn 
from  the  ordinary  rules  by  which  the  Court  is  guided  in  adju- 
dicating between  other  parties  (6).  The  Court  does  not 
minutely  weigh  the  considerations  on  one  side  or  the  other. 
Even  ignorance  of  rights  may  not  avail  to  impeach  the  trans- 
action. But  transactions  in  the  nature  of  a  bounty  from  a 
child  to  a  parent  soon  after  coming  of  age  are  viewed  by  the 
Couiii  with  jealousy  (c).  If  the  parent  gains  some  advantage 
by  the  transaction  which  he  did  not  previously  possess,  the 
general  principles  with  respect  to  parental  influence  apply,  and 
the  transaction  cannot  be  supported,  unless  it  can  be  shown 
that  the  child  knew  what  he  was  doing  and  was  desirous  of 
doing  it  and  was  not  unduly  influenced  by  his  father  {d).     The 
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(a)  TweddeU  v.  TweddeU,  T.  &  R. 
1  ;  Bellamy  v.  Sabine,  2  Ph.  425  ; 
Cooke  V.  Bwrtchaell,  2  Dr.  &  War. 
165  ;  IFallace  v.  Wallace,  ib.  452  ; 
HoghUm  v.  Rogkton,  15  Beav.  278, 
305  ;  Baker  v.  Bradley, 7  D.  M.  &G. 
597  ;  Dvmsdale  v.  Dimsdale,  3  Drew. 
556  ;  Jenner  v.  Jenner,  2  D.  F.  &  J. 
354  ;  Potts  V.  Surr,  34  Beav.  543 ; 
Williams  v.  Williams,  2  Ch.  295  ; 
Famy,  Fam,  20  Eq.  698.  See  Ten- 
nent  v.  Tennents,  2  Sc.  App.  Ca.  9. 

(6)  Bellamy  v.  Sabin£,  2  Ph.  425  ; 
Head  v.  Godlee,  Johns.  536. 


(c)  Baker  v.  Bradley,  7  D.  M.  &  G. 
620.  See  Tennent  v.  Tennents,  2  Sc. 
App.  Ca.  9. 

((f)  Heron  v.  Heron,  2  Atk.  160 
Hoghton  v.  Hoghton,  15  Beav.  278 
Baker  v.  Bradley,  7  D.  M.  &  G.  620 
Savery  v.  King,  5  H.  L.  627  ;  Fane 
V.  Fane,  20  Eq.  698  ;  Tabor  v.  Cun- 
ningham, 24  W.  R.  156  ;  Gray  v. 
Binny,  7  Dec.  of  Court  of  Session,  4th 
series,  333 ;  see  Wallace  v.  Wallace, 
3  Dr.  &  War.  452  ;  Je^nner  v.  Jenner, 
2  D.  F.  &  J.  359  ;  PoiU  v.  Siirr^  34 
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Dealings  in 
other  cases  of 
a  fiduciary 
character. 


Chap.  III.      same  considerations  apply  where  a  third  person  takes  a  benefit 
under  a  deed  executed  by  a  son  in  favour  of  his  father  (e). 

If,  however,  the  person  who  takes  the  benefit  is  a  member  of 
the  family  and  the  parent  himself  takes  no  benefit,  the  trans- 
action will  not  be  set  aside,  even  though  considerable  pressure 
may  have  been  used  by  the  parent  to  induce  the  son  to  execute 
it.  In  Wycherley  v.  Wycherley  (/),  where  the  father  of  a 
family  with  some  warmth  of  temper  insisted  upon  a  deed  being 
executed  by  a  son  for  the  benefit  of  his  two  sisters,  Lord  North- 
ington  would  not  set  it  aside  (g). 

The  principles  which  govern  the  case  of  dealings  of  persons 
standing  in  a  fiduciary  relation  apply  generally  to  the  case  of 
persons  who  clothe  themselves  with  a  character  which  brings 
them  within  the  range  of  the  principle  (h),  A  man  who  pos- 
sesses the  confidence  of  another  will  not  be  allowed  by  a  court 
of  equity  to  take  advantage  of  that  situation,  although  the 
relation  of  solicitor  and  client  or  principal  and  agent  be  not 
strictly  constituted  between  them.  It  is  enough  that  a  man  be 
merely  consulted  as  a  confidential  friend  (t).  It  is  immaterial 
that  no  definite  relation  may  exist  between  the  parties  (k). 
Undue  inflaenoe.      The  principle  on  which  a  court  of  equity  acts  in  relieving 

against  transactions  on  the  ground  of  inequality  of  footing  be- 
tween the  parties  is  not  confined  to  cases  where  a  fiduciary  relation 
can  be  shown  to  exist,  but  extends  to  all  the  varieties  of  relations 
in  which  dominion  may  be  exercised  by  one  man  over  another, 
and  applies  to  every  case  where  influence  is  acquired  and  abused, 
or  where  confidence  is  reposed  and  betrayed  (t).  In  cases  where 
a  fiduciary  relation  does  not  subsist  between  the  parties,  the 


Beav.  643  ;  Berdoe  v.  Dawmn^  ib. 
603. 

(«)  Berdoe  v.  Dawson^  ib. 

(/)  2  Eden,  175. 

(g)  BentUy  v.  Mackay^  31  Beav. 
151. 

(h)  Tate  v.  JViUiamMm,  2  Ch.  55. 
See  Oreenlano  v.  King,  6  Jur.  18  ; 
Oiddings  v.  GHddings,  3  Ross.  241  ; 
fVaters  v.  Bailey,  2  Y.  &  C.  0.  C. 
219  ;  Tanner  v.  Elworihy,  4  Beav. 
487  ;  Smith  v.  Kay^  7  H.  L.  750  ; 


Coulaon  v.  AUieonj  2  D.  F.  &  J.  521 ; 
Prideattx  v.  Lonsdale,  1  D.  J.  &  S. 
433. 

(t)  Taylor  v.  Obee,  3  Pri.  8a  See 
Do/rley  v.  Singleton,  Wight.  26. 

(k)  Ib.  ;  BiUler  v.  Miller,  L.  R.  1 
Ir.  Eq.  216. 

(1)  Huguenvn  v.  Badey,  14  Ves. 
273,  286 ;  Dent  v.  Bennett,  4  M.  & 
C.  269  ;  Cooke  v.  Lamotte,  15  Beav. 
234 ;  Billage  v.  SotUhee,  9  Ha.  534, 
540  ;  Williams  v.  Bayleyy  L.  R.  1 
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Court  will  not,  as  it  does  where  a  fiduciary  relation  subsists, 
presume  confidence  put  and  influence  exerted  :  the  confidence 
and  the  influence  must  in  such  cases  be  proved  extrinsically, 
but  when  they  are  proved  extrinsically  the  rules  of  equity  are 
just  as  applicable  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other  (m). 

No  general  rule  can  be  laid  down  as  to  what  shall  constitute 
undue  influence.  The  question  is  one  which  must  in  each  case 
depend  on  its  own  particular  circumstances.  There  is  no  head  of 
equity  more  difiicult  of  application  than  the  avoidance  of  a 
transaction  on  the  ground  of  advantage  taken  of  distress  (n). 
The  case  presents  no  difficulty  where  direct  restraint,  duress,  or 
oppression  can  be  shown  (o).  The  difficulty  arises  when  the 
Court  has  to  determine  whether  the  advantage  taken  of  distress 
amounts  to  oppression  (p),  or  the  influence  exerted  has  been  so 
pressing  as  to  be  undue  within  the  rule  of  equity  (q).  In  a 
case  where  the  holders  of  forged  bills  working  on  the  fears 
of  a  father  for  the   safety  of  his  son,  who  had  forged  them, 
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App.  Oa.  200 ;  Smith  v.  Kay,  7  H. 
L.  750,  779,  per  Lord  Eingsdown ; 
fVyse  V.  Lamherty  16  Ir.  Cb,  379  ; 
Rhodes  V.  BaU,  1  Ch.  252. 

(m)  7  H.  L.  779,  per  Lord  Kings- 
down.  See  Cad>ome  y.  Barsham,  2 
Beav.  76  ;  Boyee  v.  Russboroughy  3 
Jnr.  N.  S.  373  ;  Beanland  v.  Bradley^ 
2  Sm.  &  G.  339  ;  Harrison  v.  Guest^ 
6  D.  M.  &  G.  424  ;  Rhodes  v.  Bate,  1 
Cb.  252  ;  Lyon  v.  HomSy  6  Eq.  655. 

(n)  RanuboUom  v.  Parker,  6 
Madd.  6. 

{o)Nicholl8y.  Nicholls,  1  Atk.  409; 
R&y  V.  Duke  of  Beaufort,  2  Atk.  190  ; 
ThomhiU  v.  Evans,  ib.  330 ;  TaUey- 
rand  v.  Boulanger,  3  Yes.  448 ; 
Lamplugh  v.  Lamplugh,  iDick.  411  ; 
GulMns  v.  Creed,  2  Scb.  &  Lef.  214  ; 
UnderhiU  v.  Harwood,  10  Yea.  219  ; 
Pickett  V.  Loggan,  14  Ves.  215  ;  Peel 

V. ,  16  Vea.  157  ;  Middleton  v. 

MiddUton,  1  J.  &  W.  94  ;  EUis  v. 
Barker,  19  W.  R.  963. 

(p)    Ramsbottom     v.     Parker,    6 


Madd.  6. 

(q)  Middleton  v.  Sherburne,  4  Y.  & 
C.  389  ;  Boyse  v.  Russborov^h,  3  Jur. 
N.  S.  373 ;  Rhodes  v.  Baie,  1  Ch. 
252  ;  Armstrong  v.  Armstrong,  I.  R.  8 
Eq.  1  ;  cpmp.  Richards  v.  French,  18 
W.  R.  636.  The  civil  law  always 
sets  aside  a  contract  procured  by 
force,  or  from  a  want  of  liberty  in  the 
contracting  party.  It  was  said  in 
the  Pandects  that  the  party  must  be 
intimidated  by  the  apprehension  of 
some  serious  eyil  of  a  present  or 
pressing  nature,  and  such  as  is 
capable  of  making  an  impression 
npon  a  person  of  courage.  Pothier, 
however,  thinks  this  rule  too  strict, 
and  that  regard  should  be  had  to  the 
age,  sex,  and  condition  of  the  party, 
and  that  a  fear  which  would  not  be 
deemed  sufficient  to  have  influence 
on  a  man  in  the  prime  of  life,  might 
be  sufficient  in  respect  of  a  woman, 
or  a  man  in  the  decline  of  life.  Obi. 
p.  1,  c  1,  art.  3,  8.  2,  p.  25* 
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Inadequacy  of 
oonsideration. 


but  without  any  distinct  threat,  and  without  any  distinct 
promise  not  to  prosecute^  obtained  from  him  a  security  for  the 
amount  of  the  bills,  the  transaction  was  set  aside  (r).  In 
a  case  however  where  a  debtor  who  was  under  arrest  had 
given  to  a  creditor,  at  whose  suit  he  was  imprisoned,  a  warrant 
of  attorney  to  confess  judgment  for  the  whole  amount  claimed^ 
the  Court  held  that  the  arrangement  having  been  entered  into 
deliberately,  with  full  knowledge  of  the  circumstances,  and  with 
professional  advice,  was  not  impeachable,  although  one  of  the 
debts  for  which  the  warrant  of  attorney  was  given  was  barred 
by  the  Statute  of  Limitations  (s).  The  Court  is  bound  to 
examine  carefully  into  a  contract  entered  into  with  a  party  who 
is  in  gaol,  and  to  see  that  no  undue  advantage  has  been  taken 
of  his  position.  But  it  is  not  true,  as  a  general  principle,  that 
a  man  in  insolvent  circumstances  and  in  prison  cannot  sell  his 
property  (t). 

Mere  inadequacy  of  consideration  or  inequality  in  a  bargain 
is  not  a  ground  to  set  aside  a  transaction,  if  the  parties  were  on 
equal  terms  and  in  a  situation  to  judge  for  themselves,  and 
performed  the  act  wittingly  and  willingly  (u).  Mere  inade- 
quacy of  consideration  is  not  a  ground  for  refusing  specific 
performance  of  an  unexecuted  contract,  and  still  less  can  it  be 
ground  for  rescinding  an  executed  contract  (x).  But  inade- 
quacy  of  consideration,  if  it  be  of  so  gross  a  nature   as  to 


(r)  Williams  v.  Bayley,  1  E.  &  I. 
App.  Ca.  200.  See  NichoUs  v. 
Nichollsy  1  Atk.  409 ;  Davies  v. 
London  <fc  Provincial  Marine  Insvr 
ranee  Co.,  8  Ch.  D.  474 

(«)  Richards  v.  Curlewis,  3  Eq. 
Rep.  278.  See  Hinton  v.  Hinton,  2 
Vee.  634;  Roy  v.  Duke  of  Beaufort^ 
2  Atk.  193  ;  Knight  v.  Marjoribanks, 
11  Beav.  322,  2  Mac.  &  G.  10  ;  ScoU 
V.  Scott,  11  Ir.  Eq.  74  ;  comp.  FalJc- 
ner  v.  QBrim,  2  Ba.  &  Be.  220  ; 
Wilkinson  v.  Stafford,  1  Ves.  Jr.  43. 

{t)  Brinkley  v.  Hann,  1  Dru.  175. 
See  Parker  v.  Clarke,  30  Beav.  54. 

(u)  Gartside  v.  hJierwood,  1  Bro. 
C.  C.  559;    ariffiih  v.  Spratley,  1 


Cox,  383  ;  Collier  v.  Brown,  ib.  428  ; 
Fox  V.  Macreth,  2  Cox,  322  ;  Murray 
V.  Palmer,  2  Scb.  &  Lef.  488  ;  Copis 
V.  Middleton,  2  Madd.  409  ;  Wood 
V.  Abrey,  3  Madd.  417  ;  Meredith  v. 
Saunders,  2  Dow,  514  ;  Curzon  v. 
BelworUvy,  3  H.  L.  742  ;  Harrison  v. 
Guest,  6  D.  M.  &  G.  434,  8  H.  L.  481. 
(x)  Collier  v.  Brown,  1  Cox,  428 ; 
Coles  V.  Trecothick,  9  Ves.  246 ;  Calico 
ghan  v.  CaUaghan,  8  CI.  &  Fin.  401  ; 
Bower  v.  Cooper,  2  Ha.  408  ;  BoreU 
v.  Dann,  ib.  AbO,per  Wigram,  V.-C.  ; 
Abbott  V.  Sworder,  4  Deg.  &  Sm. 
456  ;  comp.  Bamardiston  v.  Lingood, 
2  Atk.  134  ;  Falcke  v.  Gray,  4  Drew. 
651. 
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amount  in  itself  to  conclusive  and  decisive  evidence  of  fraud,  is 
a  ground  for  cancelling  a  transaction.  In  such  cases  the  relief 
is  granted,  not  on  the  ground  of  the  inadequacy  of  consideration, 
but  on  the  ground  of  fraud  as  evidenced  thereby  (y).  In  deter- 
mining whether  the  consideration  is  or  is  not  adequate,  it  must 
always  be  remembered  that  there  are  fancy  prices  not  regulated 
by  intrinsic  value  (z). 

By  the  civil  law  a  sale  for  one  half  the  value  might  be  set 
aside  for  inadequacy  (a).  If  the  price  given  was  less  than  one- 
half  the  value,  the  inequality  was  deemed  by  the  civil  law 
IcBsio  and  relief  waa  aflforded.  There  is  however  no  rule  in  our 
own  law  as  to  what  difference  between  the  real  value  of  property 
and  the  consideration  given  constitutes  inadequacy  of  price. 
This  the  judge  must  decide  (6).  In  most  cases,  however,  per- 
haps a  sale  at  half  price  might  be  sufficient  to  induce  the  Court 
to  set  aside  a  transaction,  if  there  is  no  gix)und  for  suggesting 
that  bounty  was  intended  (c).  When  bounty  is  intended,  there 
is  no  room  for  the  inference  of  fraud  from  the  inadequacy  of  the 
price ;  love  and  affection  will  alone  support  the  conveyance 
without  any  pecuniary  consideration,  and  will  equally  support 
it  where  there  is  a  pecuniary  consideration  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  value  of  the  property  (d). 

The  fact  that  a  transaction  may  have  been  improvident  or 
precipitate,  or  may  have  been  entered  into  without  independent 


Cbap.  III. 


(y)  Gwynne  v.  HetUon,  1  Bro.  C. 
C.  9  ;  Gartside  v.  Isherwood,  ib.  559  ; 
HeathcocUe  v.  Paignon,  2  Bro.  C.  0. 
173  ;  Evans  w,  Llewellin,  1  Cox,  333  ; 
Gibson  v.  Jeyes,  6  Ves.  266,  273  ; 
Underhill  v.  Horwood,  10  Yes.  209, 
219  ;  Morse  v.  RoycU^  12  Ves.  373  ; 
Wood  V.  Abrey,  3  Madd.  417  ;  Blake- 
ney  v.  Baggott,  1  Dow.  &  CI.  405  ; 
StUlwdl  V.  JViOnnSy  Jac  282  ;  Borell 
V.  Dann,  2  Ha.  440,  450  ;  Bice  v. 
Gordon,  11  Beav.  265;  Cockell  v. 
Taylor,  15  Beav.  103, 115  ;  Falcke  v. 
Gray,  4  Drew.  651 ;  Summers  v. 
Griffiths,  35  Beav.  27;  Butler  v. 
Miller,  L.  R.  1  Jr.  Eq.^  210 ;  Frees 


V.    Coke,  6  Ch.   648  ;   Haggarth  v. 
Wearing,  12  Eq.  326. 

{z)  Abbott  V.  Sicordtr,  4  Deg.  & 
Sm.  456. 

(a)  Nott  V.  EUl,  2  Ch.  Ca.  120,  per 
Lord  Nottingham  ;  How  v.  Weldon, 
2  Ves.  516  ;  Day  v.  Newman,  2  Cox, 
80 ;  Burrowes  v.  Lock,  10  Ves.  474, 
per  Sir  W.  Grant 

(b)  See  Nott  v.  Hill,  2  Ch.  Ca.  120  ; 
Butler  V.  Miller,  L.  R.  1  Ir.  Eq.  194 ; 
but  see  2  Madd.  421  n. 

(c)  Butler  v.  Miller,  L.  R.  1  Jr. 
Eq.  194. 

(d)  JVhaUey  v.  Whalley,  1  Mer. 
446. 
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professional  advice,  is  as  immaterial  as  mere  inadequacy  of  con* 
sideration,  if  the  parties  were  on  equal  terms  and  in  a  situation 
to  act  and  judge  for  themselves,  and  fully  understood  the  nature 
of  the  transaction,  and  no  evidence  can  be  adduced  of  the 
exercise  of  undue  influence  or  oppression  (e).  But  inadequacy  of 
consideration  or  the  absence  of  independent  professional  advice 
becomes  a  most  material  circumstance  where  one  of  the  parties 
to  a  transaction  is  from  age,  ignorance,  distress,  incapacity,  reck- 
lessness, weakness  of  mind,  body,  or  disposition,  or  from  humble 
position  or  other  circumstances,  unable  to  protect  himself.  In 
all  such  cases,  whatever  be  the  nature  of  the  transaction,  the 
onus  of  proof  rests  on  the  party  who  seeks  to  uphold  it  to  show 
that  the  other  performed  the  act  or  entered  into  the  transaction 
voluntarily  and  deliberately,  knowing  its  nature  and  effect,  and 
that  his  consent  to  perform  the  act  or  become  a  party  to  the 
transaction  was  not  obtained  by  reason  of  any  undue  advantage 
taken  of  his  position  or  of  any  undue  influence  exerted  over 
him  (/). 

In  Clark  v.  Malpaa  (gr),  "  the  seller,"  said  Lord  Justice 
Knight  Bruce, "  was  a  man  in  humble  life,  imperfectly  educated, 
and  unable  of  himself  to  judge  of  the  precautions  to  be  taken 
in  selling  or  of  the  mode  of  sale,  or  of  the  mode  of  securing  the 
price  which  was  not  at  once  paid  down.  He  was  helpless  in 
the  matter,  without  advice,  without  protection.  Now  in  the 
transactions  only  one  solicitor  was  employed,  and  though  the 
evidence  may  be  conflicting,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied,  without 


(e)  Meredith  v.  Saunders,  2  Dow. 
514  ;  Blackie  v.  Clark,  15  Beav.  595 ; 
Harrison  v.  Guegt,  6  D.  M.  &  G.  434, 
8  H.  L.  481  ;  Denton  v.  Banner,  23 
Beav.  291 ;  Taker  v.  Taker,  3  D.  J.  & 
S.  487. 

(/)  Murray  v.  Palmer,  2  Sch.  & 
Let  486 ;  Morse  v.  Royal,  12  Ves. 
373  ;  Pickett  v.  Loggan,  14  Ves.  231 ; 
Falkner  v.  O'Brien,  2  Ba.  &  Be.  220 ; 
Gh-iffUh  v.  Rohhins,  3  Madd.  191  ; 
Wood  V.  Abrey,  ib.  417 ;  Willan  v. 
Willan,  2  Dow.  274;  CoUins  v. 
Hare,  2  Bligb,  N.  S.  106 ;  MDvar- 


mid  V.  MDiarmid,  3  Bligh,  N.  S. 
374 ;  Bawen  v.  Kinoan,  LI.  &  0. 47  ; 
Dent  V.  Bennett,  4  M.  &  C.  273  ; 
Aheame  v.  Hagan,  Dru.  310  ;  Gibson 
V.  Russell,  2  Y.  &  C.  C.  C.  104; 
Cockell  y.  Taylor,  15  Bisav.  115 ; 
Cooke  v.  Lamotte,  ib.  234  ;  Grosvenor 
y.  Sherratt,  28  Beav.  659  ;  Smith  v. 
Kay,  7  H.  L.  750 ;  Prideaitx  v.  LonS' 
dale,  1  D.  J.  &  G.  433 ;  Summers  y» 
Griffith,  35  Beav.  27  ;  Rhodes  v.  Bate, 
1  Ch.  252  ;  Tate  v.  TFilliamsan,  2 
Ch."  65  ;  Prees  v.  Coke,  6  Ch,  648. 
(jg)  4  D.  F.  &  J.  403. 
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meaning  any  reflections  on  Mr.  Cooper,  that  if  Mr  Cooper  was  Chap.  III. 
not  the  solicitor  of  the  purchaser  alone  in  the  matter,  he  was 
more  the  solicitor  of  the  purchaser  than  of  the  seller.  The 
bargain  was  not  an  ordinary  one ;  it  was  to  sell  these  cottages, 
forming  the  whole  of  the  seller's  property,  in  consideration  of  a 
weekly  annuity  for  his  life  and  a  dwelling  to  be  provided  for 
him,  and  a  sum  of  1002.  to  be  paid  after  his  death,  with  power 
to  him  to  require  101,  of  it  to  be  paid  in  his  lifetime.  The 
sdler  was  made  to  convey  absolutely  at  once  without  taking 
any  jsecurity  for  the  annuity,  for  the  dwelling-house,  or  for  the 
lOOL  A  title  was  not  shown,  perhaps  a  marketable  title  could 
not  be  shown  nor  any  title  without  expense,  but  that  did  not 
justify  making  the  seller  enter  into  absolute  covenants  for  title 
which  on  conviction  would  render  him  liable  to  repay  the  whole 
purchase-money.  For  the  annuity  he  had  only  the  personal 
liability  of  the  purchaser,  probably  a  substantial  person,  but 
who  might  die  at  any  moment  or  fall  into  adverse  circum- 
stances. He  might  sell  the  property  and  then  fail  or  die,  and 
from  what  source  then  was  the  annuity  to  come.  The  same 
observations  apply  to  the  lOZ.  and  the  1002.  So  that  not  only 
was  there  completion  at  an  undervalue,  which  alone  might  be 
nothing,  but  there  was  completion  under  circumstances  of  gross 
imprudence,  on  tenns  on  which  the  seller  ought  not  to  have 
been  allowed  to  complete.  It  does  not  appear  that  Cooper 
called  attention  to  any  of  these  considerations.  No  counterpart 
or  copy  of  the  conveyance  was  kept  for  the  seller :  he  was  left 
helpless.  If  he  had  been  bred  to  the  law,  if  he  had  had  the 
advantages  of  education,  the  case  might  have  stood  differently." 
So  also  in  Baker  v.  Monk  (k),  certain  real  estates  had  been  sold 
by  an  elderly,  uneducated  woman  in  humble  life  to  a  person  far 
above  her  in  station.  The  agi'eement  was  made  without  the 
intervention  of  anyone  acting  on  her  behalf,  and  it  appearing 
that  the  consideration  paid  was  inadequate,  the  sale  was  set 
aside,  though  there  was  no  evidence  of  fraud  on  the  part  of  the 
purchaser.  "  Here,"  said  Lord  Justice  Turner  (i),  "  is  a  trans- 
action between  an  old  woman,  said  to  be  a  very  shrewd  old 

(h)  4  D.  J.  &  S.  388.  (t)  lb.  393. 

M  2 


164p  undue  influexce. 

^^P-  ^^^>  woman,  but  still  an  old  woman,  dealing  with  a  person  far 
superior  to  her  in  position,  there  being  no  advice  given  to  her 
and  no  assistance  rendered  to  her  in  the  course  of  the  treaty  for 
the  purchase  and  agreement  for  the  sale  of  the  fee  simple  of  the 
property  for  an  annuity  of  98.  a-week,  to  last  during  the  life  of 
this  old  lady,  who  could  know,  no  more  about  what  the  pecu- 
niary value  of  that  annuity  was  than  any  person  whom  you 
might  meet  walking  along  the  streets  at  the  time.  I  think 
there  was  that  distinction  between  the  parties  which  rendered 
it  incumbent  on  the  appellant  to  throw  further  protection 
around  this  lady  before  he  made  the  bargain  with  her." 

The  mere  fact  however  that  one  of  the  parties  may  be  an 
illiterate  person  or  a  man  of  advanced  age,  or  may  be  in  bad 
health,  or  in  distress,  or  pecuniary  embarrassment,  will  not 
vitiate  a  transaction,  even  although  it  may  have  been  founded 
on  an  inadequate  consideration  and  no  independent  advice  may 
have  been  had,  if  it  appear  on  the  face  of  the  evidence  that  he 
was  fully  competent  to  form  an  independent  judgment  in  the 
matter  and  became  a  party  to  the  transaction  deliberately  and 
advisedly,  knowing  its  nature  and  eflfect.  The  onus  rests  on 
the  party  impeaching  the  transaction  to  show  that  coercion  was 
used  or  undue  influence  was  exercised  (4).  There  can  be  no 
title  to  relief  on  the  ground  of  advantage  taken  of  distress 
where  the  advantage  or  disadvantage  of  the  transaction  is  to  be 
the  result  of  future  contingencies  and  is  not  within  the  view  of 
the  parties  at  the  time  (l). 
False  statement  A  mere  false  statement  of  the  consideration  does  not  of 
of  oonsiJeration.  \^q\(  necessarily  vitiate  a  deed  (m),  but   there   may  be  cases 

where   a  false   statement  of  the   consideration   may  of  itself 


(k)  Lewis  v.  Pead,  1  Ves.  Jr.  19  ;  2  Sch.  &  Lef.  607,  639 ;  Price  v. 

M'NeiU   V.   CahUl,  2  Bligh,   228  ;  Price,  1  D.  M.  &  G.  308.     But  see 

Pratt  v.  Barker y  1  Sim.  1  ;  Hunter  y,  Cooke  v.    LajnotU,  16    Beav.   234  ; 

Atkins,  3  M.  &  K.  113  ;  Purdie  v.  comp.  Murray  v.  Palmer,  2  Scb.  & 

Millett,  Taml.  31  ;  Richards  v.  Our-  Lef.  486. 

lewis,  3  L.  &  Eq.  Rep.  278  ;  Otirzon  v.  (t)    Ramshottom     v.     ParkeTy     6 

Belworthy,  3  H.  L.  742  ;  Harrison  y.  Madd.  6. 

Guest,  6  D.  M.  &  Q.  434,  8  H.  L.  (m)  Bowen  v.   Kirwan,  LI.  &  G. 

481.    See  Hovenden  v.  Lord  Annesley,  47. 
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destroy  the  whole  transaction  (n).  The  general  rule  is  that, 
where  no  consideration  is  expressed  in  a  deed^  a  party  may 
aver  and  prove  consideration  in  support  of  it,  and,  where  a 
consideration  is  expressed,  a  man  may  still  aver  other  con- 
siderations not  inconsistent  therewith  (o).  Where,  however, 
the  consideration  expressed  in  a  deed  is  impeached  on  the 
ground  of  fraud,  the  party  claimiug  under  the  deed  cannot  aver 
in  its  support  considerations  different  from  that  expressed  (p). 
If  the  transaction  on  which  a  deed  purports  to  be  founded 
and  the  consideration  for  which  it  was  executed  appear  to 
be  untruly  stated,  the  instrument  may,  if  the  untrtith  would 
operate  fraudulently,  lose  all  its  binding  quality  in  equity 
even  though  it  be  conclusive  at  law  (q).  If  a  deed  states  on 
its  face  a  pecuniary  consideration,  a  party  cannot,  if  it  be 
impeached,  set  up  considerations  of  blood  or  natural  love  and 
affection  (r).  Where,  however,  the  recitals  stated  a  pecuniary 
consideration  as  the  foundation  of  a  deed,  and  in  the  operative 
part  love  and  affection  were  introduced  as  being  partly  the 
consideration  on  which  the  deed  was  founded,  the  court  would 
not  from  this  circumstance  alone  presume  fraud  (s). 

In  dealings  between  parties  one  of  whom  is  subject  to  the 
influence  of  the  other,  there  must  be  upon  the  face  of  the 
deed  itself  a  fair  and  correct  statement  of  the  transaction.  If 
the  statement  as  to  the  consideration  is  not  true,  the  trans- 
action cannot  be  supported.  A  consideration  partly  of  the 
consideration  stated  in  the  deed  and  partly  of  something  else 
is  not  consistent  with  the  consideration  stated  on  the  face  of 
the  deed.  It  is  not  open  to  the  party  who  seeks  to  uphold 
it  to  give  such  evidence  to  sustain  the  deed  (t). 


€hap.  III. 


(n)  lb.;  Uppington  v.  Bullen,  2 
Dr.  &  War.  184 ;  Gibson  v.  Russell,  2 
Y.  &  C.  C.  C.  104  ;  Slator  v.  Nolan, 
L  R.  11  Eq.  396. 

(o)  Ha/rtopp  v.  Hartopp,  17  Ves. 
192 ;  Clifford  v.  Turrdl,  1  Y.  &  C. 
C.  C.  138,  aflfd.  14  L.  J.  Ch.  39  ; 
Nixon  V.  Hamilton,  2  Dr.  &  WaL 
387,  and  cases  cit.  2  P.  Wins.  204. 

(p)  Clarkson  v.  Hanway,  2  P. 
Wms.  203 ;  Bridgman  v.   Green,  2 


Ves.  627 ;  JVatt  v.  Grove,  2  Sch.  & 
Lef.  501;  IFUlan  v.  WUlan,  2  Dow. 
274. 

(q)  Watt  V.  Grove,  2  Sch.  &  Lef. 
501. 

(r)  Clarkson  v.  Hanxoay,  2  P. 
Wms.  203 ;  WUlan  v.  WUlan,  2 
Dow.  282. 

(«)  Filmer  v.  Gott,  4  Bro.  P.  C. 
230;  JVhallcyy.Whalley,  3  Bligh,  13. 

(t)  Aherne  v.  Hogan,  Dru.  310  ; 
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Chap.  in. 


Oases  in  which 
transactioDS 
have  been  set 
aside  for  nndae 
influence. 


The  statement  of  coDsideration  where  there  was  in  fact 
none^  or  the  untrue  statement  of  the  consideration  or  other 
circumstances  of  a  suspicious  nature,  may  be  sufficient  to  shift 
the  burthen  of  proof  from  the  party  impeaching  a  deed  upon 
the  party  upholding  it  (u). 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  court  in  relieving  against  trans- 
actions on  the  ground  of  undue  influence  has  been  exercised 
as  between  a  medical  man  and  a  patient  (x) ;  as  between  the 
keeper  of  a  lunatic  asylum  and  a  patient  under  his  care  (y)  ; 
as  between  a  minister  of  religion  and  a  person  under  his 
spiritual  influence  (z)  \  hs  between  a  man  and  a  woman  over 
whom  he  has  obtained  spiritual  ascendency  by  working  upon 
her  superstitious  fancies  and  delusions  (a) ;  as  between  an  old 
lady  and  a  spiritualist  medium  (aa) ;  as  between  a  young  man 
in  the  army  just  come  of  age  and  his  superior  officer  (6) ;  as 
between  husband  and  wife  (c) ;  as  between  a  man  and  a  lady 
to  whom  he  was  about  to  be  married  (d) ;  as  between  a  man 
and  a  woman  with  whom  he  was  living  (e) ;  as  between  brother 
and  sister  (/) ;  as  between  two  brothers  (g) ;  as  between  an 


Uppington  v.  Bullen,  2  Dr.  &.  War. 
184 ;  Clifford  v.  Turrell,  1  Y.  &  C. 
C.  C.  138  ;  Gibscm  v.  Russell,  2  Y.  & 
C.  C.  C.  104  ;  Slator  v.  Nolan,  I.  R. 
11  Eq.  395. 

(u)  IFatt  V.  Grove,  2  Sch.  &  Let 
492,502 ;  GHffiths  v.  Bobbins,  3  Madd. 
191 ;  Gibson  v.  Russell,  2  Y.  &  C.  C. 
C.  104  ;  Aherne  v.  Hogan,  Dm.  310. 
See  Harrison  v.  Giiest^  6  D.  M.  &  Q. 
434, 8  H.  L.  481. 

(x)  Dent  V.  'Bennett,  4  M.  &  C. 
269 ;  Aheme  v.  Hogan,  Dru.  310  ; 
Gibson  V.  R^usell,  2  Y.  &  C.  C.  C. 
104  ;  Allen  v,  Davis,  4  Deg.  &  Sra, 
133  ;  Billage  v.  Southee,  9  Ha.  540  ; 
Mitchell  V.  Hamfray,  8  Q.  B.  D.  587  ; 
conip.  Holmes  v.  Homs,  20  W.  R, 
310. 

(y)  Jf^right  v.  Proud,  13  Vea.  136, 

(2)  Norton  v.  Rellg,  2  Eden,  216  ; 
Hu'juenin  v.  Basley,  14  Yes.  273  ; 
Middleton  v.  Sherburne,  4  Y.  &  C. 


358;  TVhyUy.Meade,%lT.lSxi,i^. 
Comp.  Kirwan  v.  CuMen,  4  Ir.  Ch. 
322  ;  Re  Metcalfe,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  122. 
See  also  Thompson  v.  Hefferman,  4 
Dr.  &  War.  286. 

(a)  Nottidge  v.  Prince^  2  Giff.  246. 
(aa)  Lyon  v.  Hon^,  6  Eq.  655. 

(b)  Lloyd  V.  Clarke,  6  Beav.  309. 

(c)  Lambert  v.  Lambert,  2  Bro.  P. 

C.  18;  Peel  v.  ,  16  Ves,  157; 

Pricii  v.  Price,  1  D.  M.  &  G.  308  ; 
Proctor  V.  Robinson,  35  Beav.  335. 
See  Nedby  v.  Nedby,  5  Deg.  &  S. 
377 ;  C(mlson  v.  Allison,  2  D.  F.  & 
J.  521. 

(d)  Page  v.  Home,  11  Beav.  227, 
235  ;  Cobbett  v.  Brock,  20  Beav.  525. 

(tf)  Coulaon  v,  Allison,  2  D.  F.  & 
J,  521.  See  Farmer  v.  Farmer,  I  H. 
L,  724  ;  Garvey  v.  AT  Minn,  S  Ir.  Eq. 
526, 

(/)  Sharp  V.  Learh,  31  Beav.  491. 

(g)  Sturga  v.  Si  urge,  12  Beav.  229. 
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elder  and  a  younger  brother  just  come  of  age  (h) ;  as  between 
two  sisters  (i) ;  as  between  an  nncle  and  his  nephew  {k),  who 
was  deaf  and  dumb  (Z) ;  as  between  an  uncle,  who  was  in 
such  a  state  of  bodily  and  mental  imbecility  as  rendered  him 
incapable  of  transacting  business  requiring  deliberation  and 
reflection,  and  a  nephew  (m) ;  as  between  nephew  and  aunt  (n), 
or  aunt  and  niece  (o) ;  as  between  a  young  man  just  come  of 
age  and  a  man  who  had  acquired  an  influence  over  him  during 
his  minority  (p)]  as  between  a  young  man  of  intemperate 
habits  and  a  person  with  whom  he  was  living  (q);  as  between 
an  unmarried  woman  and  her  brother-in-law  (r) ;  as  between 
an  old  lady  and  a  woman  living  with  her  in  the  capacity  of 
a  companion  or  domestic  (a)  ;  as  between  a  child  and  an 
imbecile  parent  (t)  ;  and  in  other  cases  (u). 

The  principle  on  which  the  court  sets  aside  transactions   on 
tlie  ground  of  undue  influence  only  applies  to  cases  where  some 


Chsp.  in. 


(h)  Sercomhe  v.  Saunder$y  Z4  Beav. 
382. 

{{)  Harvey  v.  Mount,  8  Beav.  439. 

(k)  Tate  v.  JVilliamson,  2  Ch.  55. 

(0  Ferres  v.  FerreSf  2  Eq.  Ca.  Ab. 
695.  Com  p.  Farmer  v.  Farmer,  1  H. 
L.  724  ;  Vickers  v.  BeU,  9  L,  T.  N. 
S.  600. 

(m)  Willan  v.  Willan,  2  Dow. 
274. 

(n)  Griffiihi  y.  Bobbins,  3  Madd. 
191  ;  Cooke  v.  LaTtiotte,  15  Beav.  241 
See  Toker  v.  Toker^  3  D.  J.  &.  S 
487. 

(o)  Anderson  v.  EUsworth,  3  Oiff. 
154. 

(  j))  GrosveTwr  v.  Sherratt,  28  Beav, 
661  ;  Smith  v.  Kay,  7  H .  L.  750 
aUdor  V.  NoUm,  I.  R.  11  Eq.  386. 

(g)  Terry  v.  Wacker,  15  Sim.  447 

(r)  Bhodes  v.  BaU,  1  Ch.  252  , 
CouJtts  V.  Acwcyrth,  8  Eq,  558  ;  WoU 
laston  V.  TriJbe,  9  Eq.  44.  Comp. 
Richards  v.  French,  18  W.  R.  636. 

(«)  Cole  V.  Gibson,  1  Yes.  503  ;  Bate 
y.  Bank  of  England,  9  Jur.  545. 


(0  Whelan  v.  WTielan,  3  Cow. 
(Amer.),  538.  See  Gardner  v.  Gard^ 
ner,  22  Wend.  (Amer.).  Comp. 
Beanland  v.  Bradley,  2  Sm.  &  G. 
339 

(u)  Brooke  y.  Gaily,  2  Atk.  34 ; 
Bell  v.  Hmvard,  9  Mod.  302 ;  0«i»oni 
v.  jP'tteroi/,  3  P.  W.  129  ;  How  v. 
JVeldon,  2  Ves.  516 ;  Evans  v. 
Llewellin,  1  Cox,  333 ;  PPoorf  v. 
Abrey,  3  Madd.  417 ;  Hvdson  ▼. 
Beauchamp,  cit.  3  Bligb,  18  ;  Collins 
V.  JETare,  2  Bligh,  N.  S.  106; 
APDiarmid  y.  WDiarmid,  3  Bligh. 
N.  S.  374  ;  Ayltoard  v.  Kearney,  2 
B.  &  B.  477  ;  D'Arcy  v.  IMrcy, 
Hay.  &  J.  115  ;  Longmate  v.  Ledger, 
2  GifL  157  ;  Custance  v.  Cwnningf- 
^aiTi,  13  Btav.  363  ;  Douglas  v.  CitZ- 
wni?««,  4  D.  F.  &  J.  20 ;  Prideaux 
V.  Lonsdale,  1  D.  J.  &  S.  439; 
Williams  v.  Bayley,  1  £.  &  L  App. 
Ca.  200  ;  Davies  v.  London  db  Pro- 
vincial  Marine,  Insurance  Co.,  8  Ch. 
D.474. 
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Chap.  III^  lawful  relation  has  been  constituted  between  the  parties  (a?). 
Where,  accordingly,  a  woman  while  living  in  adultery  with  a 
married  man  assigned  certain  property  to  secure  a  debt  which 
be  owed,  the  court  would  not,  from  the  mere  existence  of  the 
relation,  presume  undue  influence,  the  woman  being  of  mature 
intelligence,  and  the  transaction  having  been  entered  into 
deliberately  {y). 

Transactions  even  between  mortgagor  and  mortgagee  are 
looked  on  with  jealousy  where  a  mortgagor  in  emban*assed 
circumstances,  and  under  pressure,  sells  the  equity  of  redemp- 
tion to  the  mortgagee  for  less  than  others  would  have  given, 
and  there  is  evidence  to  show  misconduct  on  the  part  of 
the  mortgagee  in  obtaining  the  purchase  {z).  However,  when 
mortgaged  premises  are  to  be  sold  under  orders  in  bank- 
ruptcy against  the  mortgagor,  the  mortgagee  may,  by  appli- 
cation to  the  court,  obtain  permission  to  become  purchaser, 
if  he  prove  to  be  the  highest  bidder  at  the  sale  (a).  If  the 
mortgagee  of  leasehold  premises  obtain  a  renewal  either  by 
being  in  possession  or  by  clandestine  conduct  towards  the  mort« 
gagor,  the  renewal  lease  will  be  treated  as  a  graft  upon  the  old 
one ;  and  the  mortgagee  will  not  be  allowed  to  retain  it  for 
his  own  benefit,  but  will  hold  it  in  trust  (6). 

In  the  application  of  the  principles  of  the  court,  there  is 
no  distinction  between  the  case  of  one  who  himself  exercises 
a  direct  influence,  or  of  another  who  makes  himself  a  party 
with  the  person  who  exercises  the  undue  influence  (c). 

Whether  a  transaction  can  be  set  aside  on  the  ground  of 
undue  influence,  where  the  influence  has  been  exercised,  not 
by  the  party  obtaining  the  benefit,  but  by  a  third  person, 
appears  to  be  doubtful  {d), 

(x)  Hargreave  v.  Everardy  6  Ir.  Ch.  Be.  46. 

278.  (c)  Ardglasse  v.  Pitt,  1  Vem.  238  ; 

(y)  lb.  Espey  v.  Lakef  10  Ha.  260 ;   Wyse  v. 

(z)  Oubhins  v.  Creedy  2  Sch.  &  Lef.  Lambert,  16  Ir.  Ch.  379,  supra,  pp. 

221  ;  Ford  v.  Olderiy  3  Eq.  461.  126,  158. 

(a)  Ex  parte  Zhicayie,  Buck,  18  ;  (d)  Bentley  v.  Mackayy  31  Beav. 

Ex.  parte  Hammandj  ib.  465.  143.     See  JVycherley  v.  Wycherleyy  2 

{b)  Nesbiti  v.  Trethiniicky  1  Ba.  (^  Eden,  175. 
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The  Court  of  Chancery  assumed  jurisdiction  at  a  very  early     ^^p-  "^' 
period  to  set  aside  transactions  in  which  expectant  heirs  had  Expectant  hein. 
dealt  with  their  expectations,   when   the  court  was  satisfied 
that  they  had  not  been  adequately  protected  against  the  pres- 
sure put  on  them  by  their  poverty.    The  early  cases  may  be 
found  collected  in  a  note  to  Davie  v.  Duke  of  Marlborough  (e), 
in  which  note  a  full  account  is  given  of  the  case  of  Bemy  v. 
Pitt  (f),  before  Lord  Nottingham.     A  strong  instance  of  the 
length  to  which  the  doctrine  of  inadequacy  of  protection  was 
carried  may  be  found  in    Wiseman  v.  Beake  {g),  where  the 
plaintiff,  an  expectant   heir,  was   nearly  forty  years  old,  and 
was  a  proctor.     There  was  at  first   considerable   doubt  upon 
this  jurisdiction,  as  is  shown  by  Lord  Keeper  Guildford  having 
in  Nott  V.  HUl  (h)  reversed  a  decree  of  Lord  Nottingham, 
which  decree  of  reversal  was  itself  reversed  by  Lord  Chancellor 
Jeffreys.     Lord  Guildford,  in   giving  judgment,  says: — "If  it 
is  to  be  decreed  a  law  in  Chancery  that  no  man  must  deal 
with  an  heir  in  bis  father's  lifetime,  that  were   something." 
He  was  obviously  dissatisfied  with  the  doctrine ;   nevertheless 
the  doctrine  was  established,  and  from  that  time  it  has  finally 
been  settled  that  mere  inadequacy  of  price  would  entitle  an 
expectant  heir  to  set  aside  on  terms  the  sale  of  a  reversion, 
and  the  purchaser  was  bound  to  establish  the  fact  that  the 
transaction  was  fair  and  the  consideration  given  was  sufficient. 
This  doctrine  at  first  was  applied  to  all  cases  of  expectancy 
on  the  death  of  parents,  and  was  afterwards  extended  to  the 
sale  of  any  reversion. 

But  the  arbitrary  rule  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  according 
to  which  the  sale  of  a  reversion  was  liable  to  be  set  aside 
simply  on  the  gi*ound  that  the  sum  paid  was  not,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Judge,  an  adeiquate  value,  being  found  to  be 
an  impediment  to  fair  and  reasonable  as  well  as  to  uncon- 
scionable bargains,  the  Sales  of  Reversions  Act,  31  &  32  Yict. 
c.  4,  was  passed,  which  enacts  that  no  purchase  made  boTid 
fide  and  without  fraud  or  unfair  dealing  of  any  reversionary 

{e)  2  Sw.  139n.  (jg)  2  Vera.  121. 

(/)  2  Vera.  14.  (h)  1  Vem.  167. 
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Chap,  in.      interest  in  real  or  personal  estate  shall  be  hereafter  opened 
or  set  aside  merely  on  the  ground  of  undervalue. 

The  Act  is  carefully  limited  to  purchases  made  bcmd  fide 
and  without  fraud  or  unfair  dealing,  and  leaves  undervalue 
still  a  material  element  in  cases  in  which  it  is  not  the  sole 
equitable  gi'ound  of  relief.  In  a  case  accordingly  where  the 
party  entitled  to  a  reversionary  interest  was  very  poor,  and 
there  was  a  false  recital  in  the  deed  that  more  money  had 
been  advanced  than  was  actually  paid,  the  deed  was  only 
allowed  to  stand  for  the  money  actually  advanced  (i)« 

But  the  protection  which  the  court  throws  round  expectant 
heirs  and  unwary  young  men  in  the  hands  of  unscrupulous 
persons  has  not  been  affected  by  the  repeal  of  the  usury  laws 
or  by  the  change  of  the  law  as  to  the  sale  of  reversionary 
interests  (i). 

These  changes  in  the  law  have  in  no  degree  altered  the  onvs 
pi'obandi  where  the  relative  position  of  the  parties  is  such 
as,  according  to  the  language  of  Lord  Hardwicke  in  Chesterfield 
V.  Janseriy  2  Yes.  125,  to  raise  from  the  circumstances  the 
presumption  of  fraud.  Mere  inadequacy  of  price  will  entitle 
an  expectant  heir  to  apply  to  the  court  to  set  aside  on  terms 
the  sale  of  a  reversionary  interest,  and  the  onus  of  proving 
the  transaction  fair  and  the  price  sufficient  is  on  the  pur- 
chaser (Z).  Where  accordingly  a  money  lender  advanced  monies 
to  a  young  man  entitled  to  a  large  reversionary  interest  in 
,the  event  of  his  surviving  his  father,  taking  by  way  of  security 
his  acceptances  at  three  months  for  the  sums  advanced  with 
interest  and  discount  together  exceeding  60  per  cent.,  and  the 
young  man  had  no  professional  assistance,  and  no  application 
was  made  to  his  father  or  to  the  solicitor  of  his  father,  an 
order  was  made  for  the  delivery  up  of  the  bills  on  payment  of 
the  sums  actually  advanced  and  interest  at  five  per  cent.  {m). 

In  each  case  it  must  depend  on  the  circumstances  whether 

(i)  Be  Slater's   Trust,  11  Ch.  D.  (Q  Lord  Aylesfordv,  Morris,  8  Ch. 

238.  490  ;  O'Rorke  v.  Bolingbroke,  2  App. 

(k)  Tyler  v.    Yates,   6  Ch.    666  ;  Ca.  814. 

Lord  Aylesford  v.  MornSy  8  Ch.  484  ;  (m)  Lord  Aylesford  v.   Morris,  8 

Beynon  v.  Cooke,  10  Ch.  389.  Ch.  484. 
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the  presumption  of  fraud  is  raised.  In  a  case  accordingly  where  Ch^p-  H^- 
a  man  purchased  the  reyendonary  interest  from  a  lad  only  a 
few  days  above  21  yeai*s,  in  furtherance  of  an  arrangement 
made  whilst  he  was  an  infant,  the  transaction  was  held  good, 
as  upon  the  evidence  it  appeared  to  be  not  only  bond  fide  and 
without  fraud  or  unfair  dealing,  but  a  fair  one  and  to  be  for 
the  advantage  of  the  lad,  and  was  sanctioned  by  his  father, 
who  was  bis  natural  guardian.  The  fact  that  the  price  given 
for  the  reversion  was  inadequate,  as  the  facts  turned  out  in  the 
end,  was  considered  immaterial,  there  being  evidence  to  show 
that  the  purchaser  was  not  aware  that  the  life  of  the  father 
was  not  a  good  one,  and  that  he  was  not  ignorant  of  the  fact 
because  he  had  neglected  to  make  proper  inquiries  or  to  take 
steps  which  he  oaght  to  have  taken.  Nor  was  the  fact  that 
the  lad  had  no  professional  adviser  considered  under  the  cir- 
cumstances material,  as  it  appeared  that  he  had  no  friend 
whom  he  could  consult  but  his  father,  and  that  neither  he  nor 
his  father  had  the  means  of  paying  a  professional  adviser.  The 
court  was,  however,  of  opinion  that  had  the  matter  been  prac- 
ticable, and  the  lad  not  been  penniless,  the  purchaser  should 
have  required  him  to  have  had  an  independent  adviser  (n). 

A  sale  of  a  reversionary  interest  by  a  young  man  of  full  age 
for  a  substantial  purpose  stands  on  the  same  footing  as  other 
contracts  (o). 

The  principle  on  which  a  Court  of  Equity  relieves  from  an  Unconscionablo 
unconscionable  bargain  entered  into  with  an  expectant  heir  ^^2*^^* 
or  reversioner  for  the  loan  of  money  applies  also  to  the  case 
of  money  being  lent  on  unconscionable  terms  (not  fully  under- 
stood by  the  borrower  and  known  not  to  be  fully  understood 
by  the  lender)  to  a  young  man,  being  a  minor  at  the  time 
of  the  fii-st  transaction,  the  son  of  a  father  possessing  large 
property,  who  has  no  property  of  his  own  and  no  expectation 
of  any,  except  such  general  expectations  as  are  founded  on  his 
fathers  position  in  life,  the  money  being  lent  without  any 
thought  of  repayngient  by  the  borrower  but  on  the  credit  of 


(tt)  CPRorhi  V.  BolinghrohCy  2  App.  (o)  JuM  v.  Green,  45  L.  J.  Ch, 

Ca.  8X4.  108. 
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Chap.  Ill,  such  general  expectations,  and  in  the  hope  of  extorting  pay- 
ment from  the  father  to  avoid  the  exposure  attendant  on  his 
son  being  made  a  bankrupt  (p). 

The  abolition  of  the  usury  laws  does  not  affect  the  power 
of  the  court  to  set  aside  usurious  transactions  when  they  are 
founded  on  fraud.  Accordingly  a  series  of  deeds  charging 
sums  advanced  by  a  money-lender  with  exorbitant  interest  on 
the  borrower's  estates,  which  were  ample  security,  were  set 
aside  save  to  the  extent  of  securing  the  actual  advances  with 
moderate  interest,  the  deeds  containing  unprecedented  clauses, 
such  as  authorising  a  sale  without  notice  and  empowering  the 
lender  to  pay  off  existing  charges  (which  bore  interest  at  six 
per  cent.)  and  to  charge  twenty  per  cent,  thereon,  and  other 
clauses  of  a  similar  character,  the  court  being  of  opinion  that 
the  clauses  were  introduced  by  the  fraud  and  device  of  the 
money-lender  without  the  knowledge  of  the  borrower,  who  was 
unprotected  by  proper  professional  advice  (q). 
Voluntary  settle-  Considerations  of  a  similar  character  apply  to  the  case  of 
mentfl  and  deeds  j^^^jg  ^f  gift  and  voluntary  settlements.  .  A  man  may  make 

a  voluntary  settlement  if  he  pleases,  either  by  way  of  gift  or 
in  the  shape  of  a  trust  to  be  executed  by  persons  to  whom 
he  conveys  property.  Whether  it  be  a  gift  or  a  conveyance 
upon  trust,  it  must  satisfactorily  appear  that  he  understood 
and  approved  of  the  contents  of  the  deed,  and  knew  what  he 
was  doing,  or  at  all  events  was  protected  by  independent 
advice,  and  that  no  undue  influence  was  exercised  over  him 
by  the  pei*son  in  whose  favour  he  made  the  instrument  (r).  No 
general  rule  can  be  laid  down  as  to  the  proper  and  usual  pro- 
visions in  such  a  settlement,  but  a  power  of  revocation  is  not 
essential.  Whether  there  should  be  such  a  power  or  not  must 
depend  on  the  circumstances  of  the  case  (s). 

The  absence  of  a  power  of  revocation  in  ^  voluntary  settle- 
ment, and  the  fact  that  the  attention  of  the  settlor  was   not 

(p)  NevUl  v.  SneUing,  15  Ch,  D.  (r)  Lister  v.  Hodgson,  4  Eq.  32  ; 

679.  Philipps  v.  MvMings,   7   Ch.   246  ; 

(q)  Howley  v.  Cook,  I.  R.  8  Eq.  -  Turner  v.  Collins,  ib.  329. 

571.     See  fVyatt  v.  Cook,  16  W.  R.  (s)  Philipps  v.  MuUings,  7  Ch. 

602.  246. 
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called  to  tbat  absence,  do   not  make  a  voluntary  settlement      Cliap.  III. 

invalid.     They  are  merely  circumstances  to  be  considered  in 

deciding  on  the  validity  of  the  settlement.     The  true  rule  is 

that  the  absence  of  a  power  of  revocation  is  a  circumstance 

to  be  taken  into  account,  and  is  of  more  or  less  weight  according 

to  the  other  circumstances  of  each  case  (t).    The  absence  of  a 

power  of  revocation  in  a  voluntary  deed   not   impeached   on 

the  ground  of  undue  influence  is  material  when  it  appears  that 

the  settlor  did  not  intend  to  make  an  irrevocable  settlement, 

or  when  the  settlement  is  of  such  a  nature  or  was  made  under  * 

such  circumstances  as  to   be   unreasonable   and   improvident, 

unless  guarded  by  a  power  of  revocation  (u).     If  there   are 

substantial  questions  of  incapacity  and  undue  influence   b(md 

fide  raised,  and  the  Judge  is  unable  to  arrive  at  a  favourable 

conclusion  upon  them,  he  cannot  thereupon  proceed  to  treat  the 

absence  of  a  power  of  revocation  upon  its  own  merits,  as  if 

those  other  questions  had  not  been  mised  at  all.     Without  it 

the  grounds   of    special   impeachment  might   be   insufficient. 

Without  these  it  might  itself  be  insufticient.     Yet  the  two   in 

combination  might  be  fatal  to  the  deed  (.»). 

In  PhUipps  V.  MvUiTiga  (y),  where  it  was  the  object  of  the 
settlor  to  preserve  his  property  from  being  wasted  by  himself, 
and  in  Proctor  v.  Ghregg  (z),  where  it  was  the  object  of 
the  settlor  to  protect  himself  against  the  importunity  of  his 
relations,  it  was  held  that  the  absence  of  a  power  of  revocation 
was  siifiiciently  accounted  for  and  the  deed  was  upheld.  So 
also  in  Long  v.  Donegan  (a),  where  it  appeared  that  the  settlor 
had  a  strong  dislike  and  fear  of  some  of  his  relations,  and 
wished  to  cut  them  off  from  his  inheritance,  the  deed  was 
upheld  though  it  contained  no  power  of  revocation. 

In  Henakall  v.  Fereday  (b),  however,  where  a  lady  on  the 
suggestion  of  her  brother  executed  a  deed  which  had  been 
prepared  by  a  solicitor  on  his  instructions,  and   the  solicitor 

(i)  Hall  V.  Hall,  8  Ch.  430  ;  Henry  8  Eq.  45. 
V.  Armstrong,  18  Ch.  D.  668.  (y)  7  Ch.  244. 

(w)  HaU  V.  HaU,  8  Ch.  440,  per  '   («)  21  W.  R.  240  n. 
Lord  Selbome.  (a)  21  W.  R.  830. 

(x)  ArmstroTig  v.  Armstrong,  I.  R.  (6)  21  W.  R.  570. 
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Chap,  nt  never  saw  the  settlor  or  performed  any  duty  at  all  towards 
her,  the  deed  was  set  aside  on  the  ground  that  it  contained 
no  power  of  revocation.  Where  a  lady  understood  what  she 
was  doing,  and  that  it  was  a  final  and  irrevocable  settlement 
of  her  property,  and  the  settlement  was  reasonable  and  just, 
it  was  upheld,  though  the  deed  did  not  exactly  correspond 
with  the  instructions,  but  was  read  over  to  and  executed  by 
her.  The  fact  that  she  may  have  afterwards  burned  the  deed 
and  expressed  her  satisfaction  that  she  had  got  rid  of  it  is 
of  no  weight.  This  fact  may  prove  change  of  mind  but  does 
not  prove  that  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  deed  her 
mind  was  other  than  therein  expressed  (c). 

Voluntary  limitations  in  a  settlement  come  under  the  general 
rule  as  to  undue  influence  in  obtaining  the  gift  (d).  But  if 
there  is  no  ground  for  impeaching  the  settlement,  either  on  the 
ground  of  undue  influence  or  on  the  ground  of  the  absence 
of  a  power  of  revocation,  the  provisions  of  a  marriage  settle- 
ment in  favour  of  volunteers  cannot  be  revoked  (e). 

(c)  Hall  v.  Hall,  8  Ch.  437.  (e)  Paul  v.  Paul,  20  Ch.  D.  742. 

(d)  WoUadoii  v.  Tnfte,  9  Eq.  44. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

FRAUD  UPON  THIRD   PARTIES. 

Another  class  of  frauds  is  where  a  contract  or  other  act  is  Chap.  IV. 
substantially  a  fraud  upon  the  rights,  interests,  or  intentions  of 
third  parties.  The  general  rule  is  that  particular  persons  in 
contracts  and  other  acts  shall  not  only  transact  bond  fide 
between  themselves,  but  shall  not  transact  maid  fide  in  respect 
to  other  persons  who  stand  in  such  a  relation  to  either  as  to  be 
affected  by  the  contract  or  the  consequences  of  it  (a).  Collu- 
sion between  two  persons  to  the  prejudice  or  loss  of  a  third  is 
in  the  eye  of  the  Court  the  same  as  a  fraud  (6). 


SECTION   I. — FRAUD   UPON  CREDITORS. 

A  class  of  frauds  coming  under  the  head  of  fraud  upon  third        Sect.  1. 
parties  embraces  all  those. agreements  or  other  acts  of  parties 
which  tend  to  delay,  deceive,  or  defraud  creditors. 

Transactions  in  fraud  of  creditors  are  voidable  at  common 
law  (c),  but  the  legislature,  with  the  view  of  affirming  the  rule 
and  carrying  the  principles  of  the  common  law  more  fully  into 
effect,  declared  by  Statutes  60  Edw.  3,  c.  6,  and  3  Hen.  7,  c.  4, 
all  fraudulent  gifts  of  goods  and  chattels  in  trust  for  the  donor 
and  to  defraud  creditors  to  be  void. 

.  The  Statute  13  Eliz.  c.  5,  perpetuated  by  29  Eliz.  c.  5,  after 
reciting  that  feoffments,  gifts,  grants,  alienations,  conveyances, 

(a)  2    Ves.   156,    157,  pw    Lord  CvpU  v.  MiddUton,  2  Madd.  428  ; 

Haidwicke  ;  JVaUia  v.  Duke  of  Port-  Richards  v.  Att-Gen.y  12  CI.  &  Fin. 

land,  3  Ves.  502.  44 ;  Barton  v.  Van  Heythuyien^  11 

(h)  Garth  v.  CoUdn,  1  Dick.  217.  Ha.  132. 

(c)  Cadogan  v.  Kennett,  Cowp.  432  ; 
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Ohap.  IV. 
Sect  1. 


bonds,  suits,  judgments,  and  executions,  have  been  contrived  of 
malice,  fraud,  covin,  collusion,  &c.,  to  delay,  hinder,  or  defraud 
creditors  or  others  of  their  just  and  lawful  actions,  suits,  debts, 
accounts,  damages,  &c.,  proceeds  to  declare  and  enact  that 
eveiy  feoffment,  &c.,  of  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  goods, 
and  chattels,  or  any  of  them,  by  writing  or  otherwise,  and  all 
and  every  bond,  suit,  judgment,  and  execution  made  for  any 
intent  and  pui-pose,  before  declared  and  expressed,  shall  be, 
as  against  that  person  or  persons,  his  or  their  heirs,  succes- 
sors, executora,  &c.,  whose  actions,  suits,  &a,  are  or  might  be 
in  any  wise  disturbed,  hindered,  delayed,  or  defrauded,  utterly 
void  (d).  Estates,  however,  or  interests  in  lands  or  chattels, 
&c.,  conveyed  or  assured  bond  fide  and  on  good  consideration 
without  notice  to  the  person  who  is  dealing  with  the  person 
who  afterwards  becomes  insolvent  of  any  fraud  or  collusion,  are 
excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  Statute  (e). 

As  between  the  parties  themselves  and  all  persons  claiming 
under  them  in  privity  of  estate,  voluntary  conveyances  are 
binding  (/)  ;  but  in  so  far  as  they  have  the  effect  of  delaying, 
defrauding,  or  deceiving  creditors,  voluntary  conveyances  are 
not  bond  fide,  and  are  void  as  against  creditors  to  the  extent  to 
which  it  may  be  necessary  to  deal  with  the  property  to  their 
satisfaction.  To  this  extent  and  to  this  extent  only,  they  will  be 
treated  as  if  they  had  not  been  made.  To  every  other  purpose 
they  are  good{g), unless  the  transaction  is  so  tainted  with  fraud 
as  to  necessitate  its  avoidance  in  toto  so  as  to  work  justice 
between  the  parties  (h). 


(d)  TarleUm  v.  Liddell,  17  Q.  B. 
391. 

(e)  13  Eliz.  c  5, 8. 6.  See  Tarletan 
V.  LiddeU,  17  Q.  B.  390 ;  ThfympMn 
V.  Webder^  7  Jur.  N.  S.  631,  4  Deg. 
&  S.  538  ;  Alton  v.  Harrisovi,  4  CL 
622  ;  Golden  v.  GUlamj  20  Ch.  D. 
392. 

(/)  Petre  v.  Espinasse,  2  M.  &  K. 
496  ;  Bdbinwn  v.  M'Donnell,  5  B.  & 
Aid.  134;  Frmchy.  French,  6  D.  M. 
&  G.  95  ;  OUiwr  v.  King,  8  D.  M. 
&  G.  1 10.    A  sham  transfer  for  the 


purpose  of  defrauding  creditors  will 
not  pass  the  property  in  goods  even 
as  between  the  debtor  and  his  con- 
federate. BoiDe8  V.  Foster,  2  H.  &  N. 
779. 

{g)  Curtis  v.  Price,  12  Ves.  103  ; 
Worsley  v.  De  McUtos,  1  Butr.  474  ; 
Croker  v.  Martin,  1  Bligh,  N.  S. 
573;  Bessey  v.  Windham,  6  Q.  B. 
166  ;  French  v.  French,  6  D.  M.  &  G. 
95  ;  Neale  v.  Day,  28  L.  J.  Ch.  45. 

(h)  Tarleton  v.  LiddeU,  17  Q.  B. 
418,  419. 
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The  mere  fact  of  a  deed  being  voluntary  is  not  enough  to      ^^P- 1^- 

render  it  void  as  against  creditors  (i).   But  if  at  the  time  a  man — — 

executes  a  voluntary  settlement  he  is  actually  insolvent,  the 
settlement  is  void  as  against  creditors  (k).  It  is  not,  however, 
necessary,  in  order  to  invalidate  a  voluntary  settlement,  that 
the  settlor  should  be  in  a  state  of  insolvency  (t).  The  language 
of  the  Act  being  that  any  conveyance  of  property  is  void 
against  creditors,  if  it  is  made  to  hinder,  delay,  or  defeat  credi- 
tors, the  Court  has  to  decide  in  each  particular  case,  whether 
under  all  the  circumstances,  it  can  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  object  of  the  settlor  was  to  hinder,  delay,  or  defeat  credi- 
tors (m).  "  I  abstain,"  said  Lord  Campbell  (n),  "  from  saying 
what  are  the  particular  proofs  that  are  necessary,  or  from 
laying  down  any  particular  rule  as  to  what  amount  of  evidence, 
or  what  proof  of  consideration  or  want  of  consideration,  or  what 
evidence  of  notice  or  want  of  notice  may  be  necessary.  Those 
are  facts  to  be  inquired  into  in  each  particular  case."  If  thei*e 
is  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  settlor,  when  he  executed  the 
instrument,  had  any  intention  to  defraud,  it  is  immaterial  that 
he  may  have  been  embarrassed  at  the  time,  and  wanted  money 
to  meet  claims  upon  him,  if  there  is  no  reason  for  saying  that 
he  had  the  slightest  notion  of  doing  more  than  borrowing 
money  to  tide  over  the  diflSculty.  Though  there  may  be  circum- 
stances in  the  case  which  might  lead  to  the  presumption  that 
the  settlement  was  made  to  defeat  creditors,  yet  when  the 
circumstances  come  to  be  explained  and  established,  it  may  be 
clear  that  no  such  intent  existed  in  the  minds  of  either  of  the 
parties  to  the  transaction  (o). 

Although  there  be  no  intention  to  defraud,  the  question  then 
is  whether  there  is  any  evidence  to  show  that  the  settlor  knew 
at  the  time  when  the  settlement  was  executed  that  it  was  a 

{%)  Holmes  v.  Pmney,  3  K.  &  J.  (m)  Thompson  v.  JFebster,  4  Drew. 

99.  682,  per  Kindersley,  V.-O.,  ib.  7  Jur. 

(k)  French  v.  French,  6  D.  M.  &  N.   S.  531,  per  Lord  Campbell  in 

G.  101 ;  Freeman  v.  Pope,  5  Ch.  544  ;  Dom.  Proc 

Taylor  v.  Coenen,  1  Ch.  D.  640.  (n)  Ib. 

(l)  Toumsend  v.  Westacott,  2  Beav.  (o)  Thompson  v.  Wdutery  7  Jur.  N. 

344  ;  Thompson  v.  Wehster,  4  Drew.  S.    533,  per    Lord    Chelmsford   in 

632,  7  Jur.  N.  S.  631,  in  Dom.  Proc  Dom.  Proc 

J? 
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Chap.  IV.      necessaiy  consequence  of  the  settlement  that  his  creciitors  would 

'- —  be  defrauded  (p),  for  in  order  tg  defeat  a  voluntary  settlement 

it  is  not  necessary  that  there  should  be  proof  of  an  actual  and 
express  intent  to  defeat  creditors.  It  is  enough  if  the  facts  are 
such  as  to  show  that  the  settlement  would  necessarily  have 
that  effect.  If  at  the  date  of  the  settlement  the  person  making 
the  settlement  was  not  in  a  position  actually  to  pay  creditors, 
the  law  will  infer  that  he  intended  by  making  the  voluntary 
settlement  to  defeat  and  delay  them.  Again,  the  same  infer- 
ence will  be  made  by  the  law,  if  after  deducting  the  property 
which  is  the  subject  of  the  settlement,  sufficient  assets  are  not 
left  for  the  payment  of  the  settlor's  debts  (g).  The  mere  fact, 
however,  that  a  debt  exists  which  existed  at  the  date  of  the 
settlement,  will  not  make  a  deed  fraudulent  (r).  But  where 
the  intention  to  defraud  is  manifest,  and  no  other  pui'pose 
appears,  this  is  sufficient  to  bring  the  case  within  the  statute 
and  to  override  all  circumstances  whatever  (a). 

A  man  may  by  executing  a  settlement  defeat,  defraud,  or 
delay  his  creditors  although,  at  the  time  he  makes  the  settle- 
ment, he  may  have  more  property  than  would  be  sufficient 
to  satisfy  his  creditors,  after  the  settlement  has  been  made, 
because  the  property  may  be  so  inaccessible  as  to  make  it 
almost  impossible  for  the  creditors  to  get  possession  of  it — it 
may  be  at  the  antipodes — it  may  be  an  accumulation  of  bad  debts 
very  difficult  to  get.  There  might  be  fifty  reasons  to  bring  it 
within  the  scope  of  the  statute,  so  that  a  solvent  man  in 
making  a  settlement  may  nevertheless  be  liable  to  have  that 
settlement  avoided,  although  not  only  he  was  not  insolvent  but 
might  have  had  more  than  enough  property  left  in  some  form 
or  other  to  satisfy  his  creditors  (Q. 

The  existence  of  debts  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the 
deed  is  not  sufficient  to  debar  a  man  from  executing  a  volun- 

(p)  lb.  364. 

(q)  Freeman  v.  Pope,  5  Ch.  638  ;  («)  Acraman  v.  Corhett,  1  J.  &  H. 

Mackay   v.    Douglas^    14  £q.   120 ;  423. 

Taylor  v.    Coenm,  1   Ch.   D.  641  ;  (t)  Thompson  v.   Webster,  7  Jiu*. 

Ridler  v.  Bidler,  22  Ch.  D.  74.    See  N.  8.  532,  per  Lord  Cranworth,  in 

French  v.  French,  6  D.  M.  &  Q.  101.  Dom.  Proc. 

(r)  Skarf  v.  Soulhy,  1  Mac.  &  G. 
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tary  deed.    A  man  may  intend  to  pay  every  debt  as  soon  as  it      ^^j^-  ^^« 

is  contracted,  and  constantly  use  his  best  endeavours  and  have — 

ample  means  to  do  so,  and  yet  be  frequently,  if  not  always, 
indebted  in  small  sums  (u).  In  the  absence  of  an  intent  to 
delay,  defraud  or  defeat  creditors,  a  voluntary  settlement  made 
by  a  settlor  in  embarrassed  circumstances  but  having  propei*ty 
not  included  in  the  settlement,  ample  for  payment  of  debts,  due 
by  him  at  the  time  of  making  it,  may  be  supported  against 
creditors,  although  debts  due  at  the  date  of  the  settlement  may 
to  a  considerable  amount  remain  unpaid  (a:). 

It  makes  no  difference  whether  the  voluntary  conveyance  is 
to  trustees  or  directly  to  volunteers  :  if  the  conveyance  is  made 
to  trustees  and  all  the  cestuia  que  truatent  are  volunteers,  the 
conveyance  to  the  trustees  is  void  under  the  Statute  no  less 
than  the  interests  of  the  cestuia  que  truatent  (y). 

A  surety  is  no  more  justified  in  placing  his  property  out  of 
the  reach  of  liability  for  the  debt  than  if  he  were  the  principal 
debtor  (z).  Nor  is  a  man  who  has  entered  into  a  guarantee  for 
the  liability  of  another  justified  in  making  a  voluntary  settlement, 
if  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case  the  possible 
liability  under  the  guarantee  is  likely  at  no  distant  date  to 
become  an  actual  debt.  There  may  be  a  state  of  things  in 
which  the  liability  of  a  guarantor  might  be  so  remote  that  it 
need  not  be  regarded,  but  if  he  conveys  away  all  his  property 
by  a  voluntary  settlement,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  settlement 
can  in  any  case  be  supported  in  the  event  of  his  ultimately 
being  called  on  under  his  guarantee  (a).  In  a  case,  accordingly, 
where  in  1872  a  father  gave  a  bank  a  guarantee  to  secure  the 
balance  due  from  his  son  on  his  banking  account  to  the  extent 
of  £1000  :  and  in  May  1877  the  son's  account  was  overdrawn 
by  £1500,  and  the  father  in  May,  1877,  made  a  voluntary  settle 
ment  of  a  leasehold  property  worth  £200  a  year,  his  only  other 
property  being  furniture  worth  less  than  £200  and  a  debt  of 
£1500  due  to  him  from  his  son,  and  in  1880  the  son  went  into 

(u)  Towmend  v.  Wedacottj  2  Beav^  (z)  Goodricke  v.  Tayhr,  2  H.   & 

344.  M.  380, 2  D.  J.  &  S.  135. 

(x)  Kent  V.  Riley,  14  Eq.  190.  (a)  Bidlw  v.  Ridler,  22  Ch.  D.  74. 

(y)  Tovmend  v.  Toker,  1  Oh.  458. 

N  2 
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liquidation  ;  it  was  held  that  the  settlement  was  void  as  against 
creditors,  for  that  under  the  circumstances  the  liability  under 
the  guarantee  ought  to  have  been  regarded  as  a  substantial  one  ; 
that  the  father  had  no  right  to  treat  the  sum  of  £1500  due  to 
him  from  the  son  as  a  good  debt,  and  that  after  the  settlement 
the  father  had  nothing  left  to  meet  his  liability  under  the 
guarantee  (6). 

The  provisions  of  the  stat.  13  Eliz.  c.  5,  are  not  confined  to 
existing  creditors,  but  extend  to  subsequent  creditors,  whose 
debts  had  not  been  contracted  at  the  date  of  the  settlement  (o), 
but  the  principle  will  not  operate  in  favour  of  subsequent 
creditoi*s,  unless  it  can  be  shown  either  that  the  settlor  made 
the  settlement  with  the  express  intent  to  ''delay,  hinder,  or 
defraud  "  persons  who  might  become  creditors  (d),  or  that  after 
the  settlement  the  settlor  had  not  sufficient  means  or  reasonable 
expectation  of  being  able  to  pay  his  then  existing  debts  (e),  or 
at  least  that  there  are  debts  unsatisfied  which  were  due  at  the 
date  of  the  settlement  (/).  If  at  the  time  of  bringing  the  action 
no  debt  due  at  the  execution  of  the  settlement  remains  unpaid, 
and  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  settlement  had  for  its 
object  the  delaying,  hindering,  or  defrauding  of  subsequent 
creditors,  the  settlement  prevails  against  them  {g),  but  if  any 
debt  due  at  the  date  of  the  settlement  remains  unsatisfied  at 
the  time  of  bringing  the  action  (A),  or  if  there  be  evidence  to 
show  that  the  settlement  was  made  in  contemplation  of  future 
debts  or  in  furtherance  of  a  meditated  design  of  future  fraud, 
although  the  settlor  may  not  have  been  indebted  at  the  time(i), 


(h)  lb. 

(c)  Tarhack  v.  Marbury,  2  Vem. 
509. 

(d)  Stileman  v.  Ashdovmy  2  Atk. 
481 ;  Stephtns  v.  OWive,  2  Bro.  C.  C. 
91  ;  Holloway  v.  Millard,  1  Madd. 
414 ;  Holmes  v.  Penney ,  3  K.  &  J. 
99  ;  Murphy  v.  Abraham,  15  Ir.  Ch. 
371. 

(c)  Spirett  v.  Willows,  3  D.  J.  &  S. 
302  ;  Freeman  v.  Pope,  5  Ch.  544. 

(/)  Jenkyn  v.  Vaughan,  3  Drew. 
419 ;  Barton  v.  Vanheythuysen,  11  Ha. 


132  ;  Freeman  v.  P(ype,  5  Ch.  644. 

{g)  Jenkyn  v.  Vaughan,  3  Drew. 
419  ;  &mifh  v.  Tatton,  6  L.  E.  1. 41. 
See  Russell  v.  Hammond,  1  Atk.  13  ; 
Thompson  v.  Webster,  7  Jur.  N.  S. 
531. 

(h)  Jenkyn  v.  Vaughan,  3  Drew. 
419  ;  F\-eem/in  v.  Pope,  5  Ch.  544. 

(t)  StUem>an  v.  Ashdown,  2  Atk. 
481  ;  Richardson  v.  Sm^allwood,  Jac. 
652 ;  Holloway  v.  Millard,  1  Madd. 
414  ;  Murphy  v.  Abraham^  15  Ir. 
Ch.  371 ;  Graham  v.  aKeefe,  16  Ir. 
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or  if  it  be  a  necessary  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  facts  and      Chsp.  IV. 

dates  that  the  deed  was  executed  with  a  view  to  defeat  persons '- — 

who  might  become  creditors  {k),  the  deed  will  be  set  aside  (Z). 
If  a  settlement  is  set  aside  as  fraudulent  against  creditors  whose 
debts  accrued  before  its  execution,  subsequent  creditors  are 
entitled  to  participate  (rti)  :  but  if  antecedent  creditors  cannot 
make  out  a  case  for  setting  it  aside,  subsequent  creditors  cannot 
impeach  the  settlement  as  fraudulent  by  reason  of  the  prior 
iudebtment  (n). 

"  The  Statute  of  Elizabeth,"  said  Vice-Chancellor  Kindersley 
in  Jenkyn  v.  Vaughan  (o),  "  avoids  deeds  which  are  made  with 
intent  to  defraud  or  delay  creditors.  The  instrument  must  be 
made  with  the  intent  to  defraud  creditors.  Now  no  doubt  an 
instrument  may  be  executed  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding 
subsequent  creditors,  and  with  regard  to  creditora  being  so  at 
the  time,  it  is  established  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  show  from 
anything  actually  said  or  done  by  the  party  that  he  had  the 
express  design  by  the  deed  to  defeat  creditors,  but  if  he  includes 
in  it  property  to  such  an  amount  that  having  regard  to  the  state 
of  his  property  and  to  the  amount  of  his  liabilities,  its  effect 
may  probably  be  to  delay  or  defeat  creditors,  if  the  Court  is 
satisfied  of  that,  the  deed  is  within  the  meaning  of  the  Statute. 
In  cases  where  a  subsequent  creditor  files  a  bill,  it  occurs  to 
me  that  much  may  depend  on  this  (supposing  there  is  no 
evidence  of  anything  to  show  the  fraudulent  intention  but  the 
fact  of  the  settlor  being  indebted  to  some  extent)  whether  at  the 
time  of  filing  the  bill  any  of  the  debts  remain  due  which  were  • 
due  when  the  deed  was  executed.  In  such  a  case  as  any  of  the 
prior  creditors  might  file  a  bill,  it  appears  to  me  that  a  subse- 
quent creditor  might  do  so  too,  but  if  at  the  time  of  filing  a  bill 

Ch.  1 ;  &pirett  v.  WUhm,  3  D.  J.  &  652  ;  Edi  v.  Knowles,  2  Y.  &  C.  C. 

S.   302;    Ware  v.  Gardiner ^  7  Eq.  C.  172  ;  Barton  v.  Vanhey^uysen^  II 

321  ;  Freeman  v.  Pope,  5  Ch.  544.  Ha.  132. 

(k)  Barling  v.   Bishop,   19  Beav.  (n)  See  Holloway  v.   Millard,    1 

417  ;  Reese  River  Go.  v.  Attcell,  7  Madd.  419 ;  Walker  v.  Burrows,  1 

Eq.  351.  Atk.  94 ;  EdeY,  Knowles,  2  Y.  &  C. 

(0  See  WhittingUm  v.  Jennings,  6  C.  C.  172,  178. 

Sim.  496.  (o)  3  Drew.  424. 

()w)  Richardson  v.  Smallwood,  Jac. 
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Chap.  rv.      no  debt  due  at  the  execution  of  the  deed  remains  due,  the 
"^  '■      di*hcU«.  nu.,  be  tM  .bea  .  «b^«e.t  »ediu„  »nld  ,..  file 


a  bill  unless  there  was  some  other  ground  than  the  settlor  being 
indebted  at  the  date  of  the  deed  to  infer  an  intention  to  defraud 
creditors.  However,  I  do  not  find  any  such  rule  laid  down,  and 
I  shall  not  take  upon  myself  to  lay  it  down  positively.  But  if 
a  subsequent  creditor  files  a  bill  and  you  can  show  that  the 
person  who  executed  the  deed,  though  indebted  at  the  time  he 
made  it  has  since  paid  every  debt,  it  is  very  difficult  to  say  that 
he  executed  the  settlement  li^ith  an  intention  to  defeat  or  delay 
creditors,  since  his  subsequent  payment  shows  that  he  had  not 
such  intention.  But  it  appears  to  me  in  the  absence  of  autho- 
rity to  the  contrary  that  a  subsequent  creditor  may  file  a  bill  if 
any  debt  due  at  the  date  of  the  deed  remains  due  at  the  time  of 
filing  the  bill." 

The  fact  that  the  settlor  at  the  date  of  the  settlement  was 
largely  engaged  in  speculative  transactions  (p),  or  was  about  to 
engage  in  a  hazardous  business  (q),  is,  of  course,  strong  evidence 
that,  notwithstanding  his  apparent  solvency,  the  real  intention 
of  the  settlor  was  to  place  the  property  beyond  the  reach  of  his 
creditors,  and  the  fact  that  he  has  already  made  provision  for 
the  objects  of  the  settlement  may  not  be  immaterial  in  estima- 
ting the  bona  fides  of  the  transaction  (r).     It  is  immaterial  in 
such  cases  that  there  are  no  creditors  whose  debts  arose  before 
the  date  of  the  settlement  (8). 
Power  of  revocar     -A-  power  of  revocation  inserted  in  a  deed  has  always  been 
*"'nt evd*^ A     looked  on  as  strong  evidence  of  fraud  as  against  creditors,  and 
of  fraud.  will  in  general  make  it  void  under  the  Statute  {t).     It  is  the 

same  where  there  is  a  de  facto  power  of  revocation  though  not 
in  express  terms  (u),  or  where  there  is  an  equivalent  to  what  is 
a  power  of  revocation  {x). 


{p)  Orouley  v.  Eltoortky,  12  Eq.  («)  Mackay  y.  DouglaSy  14  E(i.  106, 

158.  (t)  Jenkyn  v.   Vaughariy  3  Drew. 

(q)  Mackay    v.   DouglaSy   14  Eq.  427  ;  SmUh  v.  Hursty  10  Ha.  30. 

106  ;  Re  Pearson,  3  Ch.  D.  808  ;  Ex  (w)  Tarhack  v.  Marhiryy  2  Vem. 

^rU  Russell,  19  Ch.  D.  588.  509. 

(r)  Crossley  v.  Elworthy,   12  Eq.  (x)  Acraman  v.  Corhetty  1  J.  &  H. 

158.  410. 
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111  order  to  make  a  voluntary  settlement  or  conveyance  void      Chap.  iv. 
as  against  creditors,  whether  existing  or  subsequent,  it  is  indis- 


pensable that  it  should  transfer  property  which  would  be  liable  ^^t^n  Sf^ 
to  be  taken  in  execution  for  the  payment  of  debts  (y).  Under  statute. 
the  old  law  a  voluntary  settlement  of  stock  or  choses  in  action, 
or  of  copyholds,  or  of  any  other  property  not  liable  to  execution 
was  not  within  the  statute  {z) :  but  copyholds,  bonds,  money, 
stock,  &;c.,  being  imder  Statute  1  Vict.  c.  100,  seizable  in  execu- 
tion are  now  within  the  Statute  (a). 

If  a  deed  of  voluntary  settlement  be  duly  executed,  effect  Retention  of 
will  be  given  to  it,  though  it  has  been  retained  by  the  grantor,  ^^hl  not  prevent 
and  without  notice  of  it  having  been  given  to  any  person  (6).  its  operation. 
In  Eoston  v.  Scott  (c),  when  a  man  having  received  money  be- 
longing to  B.  without  any  communication  with  him,  executed 
a  deed  of  mortgage  to  B.  for  the  amount,  and  retained  posses- 
sion of  it  in  his  custody  for  twelve  years  and  then  died  insol- 
vent, it  was  held  good  against  creditors,  there  being  no  fraud 
connected  with  it,  the  settlor  having  been  solvent  at  the  time  of 
its  execution,  and  there  being  no  evidence  to  show  that  the 
deed  was  meant  to  be  an  escrow  {d). 

Although  as  between  creditors  a  voluntary  bond    will  not  Claimants  under 
prevail  (6),   a    creditor    under    a    voluntary   covenant  (/),   or  ^^gn^^l^iin***^*^ 
bond  (gr),  although  post  obit,  is  as  much  entitled  to  the  benefit  statute. 
of  the  Statute  13  Eliz.  c.  5,  even  in  equity,  as  any  other  credi- 
tor (fe). 

Estates  or  interests  in  lands  or  chattels,  &c.,  conveyed  or  13  bhz.  c.  5, 

8.  13,  eiceplioB 

(y)  See  Dundas  v.  DtUens^  1  Ves.  365. 
Jr.  196 ;  GaUlatuL  v.  Estwkky  Anst.  (c)  6  Sim.  31. 

381 ;  Nomtes  v.  Garrock,  9  Ves.  188,         (d)  Comp.  Lloyd  v.  Attwood,  3  D. 

189 ;  Rider  v.  Kidder;  10  Ves.  368 ;  &  J.  655  ;  Oracknall  v.  Janson^  11 

Guy  V.  Pearkes,  18  Ves.  196.  Ch.  D.  22. 

(z)  lb. ;  Horn  v.  Horn,  Amb.  79  ;         (e)  GoldiciUtY,  Townsend,  28  Beav. 

Cochrane  v.  ChamherSy  ib.  n.  ;  Nor-  445  ;  Lomas  v.  Wright,  2  M.  &  E. 

cwtt  V.  Dodd,  Cr.  &  Ph.  100.  769. 

(a)  NorcuU  v.  Bodd,  ib.  ;  Barrack         (J)  Fletcher  v.  Fletcher,  4  Ha.  67  ; 

V.  M^CuUoch,  3  K.  &  J.  110  ;  French  Alexander  v.  Brame,  19  Beav.  436,  7 

V.  French,  6  D.  M.  &  G.  95  ;  JVarden  D.  M.  &  G.  525. 
V.  Jonee,  2D.    &  J.  76;  Stokoe  v.         (g)  Payne   v.   Morfdmer,  1    GiflF. 

Coy>an,  29  Beav.  637.  118. 

(6)  Way's   Trust,  2  D.   J.   &   S,  (h)  Adames  v.  HaUett,  6  Eq.  468. 
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where  deed  is  for 
Taluable  con- 
lideration  and 
londjide. 


Marriage  a 

Bafficient 

eoDsideration. 


When  the 
marriage  is  not 
a  Talid  one. 


assured  bond  fide  and  for  good  consideration  without  notice  to 
the  party  who  is  dealing  with  the  person  who  afterwards 
becomes  unable  to  pay  his  debts  of  any  fraud  or  collusion,  are 
by  the  6th  section  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  Statute 
13  Eliz.  c.  5  (i).  There  being  a  similar  exception  in  27  EHz. 
c  4,  s.  3,  and  the  two  statutes  being  in  pari  Tnaterid,  the  cases 
which  have  been  determined  upon  the  one  are  equally  appli- 
cable to  the  other. 

In  order  to  come  within  the  exception,  and  escape  from  the 
operation  of  the  Statute,  it  is  not  sutBcient  that  a  conveyance 
be  upon  good  consideration  or  bcmd  fide.  It  must  be  both  for 
good  consideration  and  bond  fide.  Although  a  deed  be  made 
upon  good  consideration  within  the  meaning  of  the  Statute,  it 
is  void  against  creditors,  unless  it  be  bond  fide  (k).  The  ex- 
pression ''  good  consideration  "  in  the  Statute  means  valuable 
consideration.  Meritorious  consideration,  such  as  love,  affec- 
tion, &c.,  though  good  as  between  the  parties  themselves,  is  not 
in  the  eye  of  the  law  bond  fide,  if  it  is  inconsistent  with  that 
good  faith  which  is  due  to  creditors  {I). 

Marriage  is  in  itself  a  sufiBcient  consideration  for  an  ante- 
nuptial settlement  upon  the  husband,  wife,  or  issue  (m) ;  and  in 
the  absence  of  fraud  the  settlement  made  by  one  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  is  not  invalidated  by  reason  of  the  settlement 
made  by  the  other  proving  ineffective,  as  by  reason  of  his  or  her 
infancy,  nor  does  any  case  of  election  arise  as  against  the  other 
party  or  his  or  her  representatives  {n). 

But  a  settlement  made  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement  entered 
into  in  contemplation  of  a  marriage  not  recognised  as  valid  by 


(*)  Swpra^  p.  176. 

{k)  Twyne's    Casey    3    Rep.     81 
Worsley  v.  De  Mattos,  1  Burr.  474, 
475 ;    Cadogan    v.   ICenyiett,   Cowp 
434  ;  Bolt  v.  Smith,  21  Beav.  516 
Harman   v.  Richards,  10  Ha.  81 
Thompson  v.  Webster,  4  Drew.  628 
Lloyd  V.  Attwood,  3  D.  &  J.  655 
Fraser  v.  Thompson,  4  D.  &  J.  600 
Corlett  V.  Radcliffe,  14  Moo.  P.   C 
121, 136  ;  Middleton  v.  Pollock,  2  Ch 
D.  108, 


{/)  Copis  V.  Middleton,  2  Madd. 
430 ;  Taylor  v.  Jones,  2  Atk.  600 ; 
Strong  v.  Strong,  18  Beav.  408  ;  Gold- 
smith V.  Russell,  5  D.  M.  &  G.  547  ; 
Thompson  v.  Webster,  7  Jur.  N.  S. 
531 ;  Golden  v.  GiUam,  20  Ch.  D. 
392. 

(m)  Ex  parte  M^Bumie,  1  D.  M.  & 
Q.  441. 

(n)  Campbell  v.  Ingilhy,  21  Beav. 
567,  1  D.  &  J.  393.  See  however 
Codrington  v.  Lindsay,  8  Ch.  593. 
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the  laws  of  this  country,  as  between  a  man  and  his  deceased      ^^^-  ^• 

wife's  sister,  cannot  (at  any  rate  as  far  as  it  is  executory  (o) ),  be 

supported  (p)  even  as  respects  a  provision  made  thereby  for 
children  of  a  former  legal  marriage  (q)  ;  and  the  same  rule,  it 
is  conceived,  will  equally  apply  where  the  marriage,  though  a 
band  fide  one  is  invalid  by  reason  of  one  of  the  parties  having 
contracted  a  previous  marriage  which,  although  not  known  to 
be  so,  is  still  subsisting.  In  the  case  of  a  settlement  executed 
as  part  of  the  arrangements  of 'a  marriage  within  the  prohibited 
degrees,  there  is  not  merely  the  absence  of  a  good  consideration, 
but  the  presence  of  that  which  the  Courts  necessarily  treat  as 
an  immoral  consideration,  namely  an  agreement  for  concubinage 
instead  of  coverture.  But  a  voluntary  settlement  upon  the 
woman  herself,  if  not  founded  upon  an  agreement  for,  although 
it  in  fact  precedes  a  concubinage  of  this  description,  and  which 
purports  on  the  face  of  it  to  be  voluntary,  cannot  be  set  aside 
by  the  settlor  or  his  representatives,  if  it  has  been  perfected  by 
an  actual  transfer  of  the  property  to  the  trustees  (r). 

A  question  is  frequently  raised  as  to  how  far  the  consideration  How  far  the 
of  marriage  extends.      As  against  the  settlor  and  his  heirs,  ^*J^^!^'' 
limitations  in  favour  of  collaterals  contained  in  an  ante-nuptial  extends, 
settlement  are  binding  (s),  but  whether  they  will  be  supported 
as  against  creditors  or  subsequent  bond  fide  purchasers  for 
value  has  been  the  subject  of  frequent  discussion  (Q.     Limita- 
tions in  favour  of  collaterals  in  a  man-iage  settlement  are  as  a 
general  rule  voluntary  (u),  but  they  will  be  upheld  if  there  be 
any  party  to  the  settlement  who  purchases  on  their  behalf  (a;). 
There  are  two  exceptions  to  the  rule  that  the  valuable  con- 
sideration of  marriage  extends  only  to  the  husband,  wife,  and 
issue  of  the  marriage,  and  not  to  collaterals.     The  first  is  in 

(o)  Ayerst  v.  Jenkin*,  16  Eq.  275.  Fraud.  Conv.   326—344  ;  Clarke  v. 

Ip)  CouUon  V.  Allistm,  2  D.  F.  &  TFright,  6  U.  &  N.  8  "4 ;   MuUina 

J.  521.  V.  Guilfoyle,  2  L.  R.  I.  109. 

(g)  Chapman  v.  Bradley,  33  Beav.  (m)  Johnson  v.  Legard,  T.   &  R. 

61.  295  ;  Smith  v.  Ch^rrUl,  4  Eq.  390  ; 

(r)  Dart,  V.  &  P.  893.  Wollaston  v.  TriJbe,  9  Eq.  44. 

(«)  Davenport  v.  Bish<^y  1  Ph.  698 ;  {x)  Heap  v.   Tonge,  9  Ha.   104  ; 

but  Bee  Wollaston  v.  Tribe,  9  Eq.  44.  Midline  v.  Guilfoyley  2  L.  R.  I.  109. 

(0  Dart,  V.  &  P.  893 ;  May  on 
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Chap.  iv.      favour  of  a  settlement  made  before  a  second  marriage  on  the 
Sect  1.  .  .    . 
children  of  a  former  marriage  (y).     The  second  is  in  favour  of 

a  settlement  made  on  the  children  of  either  of  the  marryiDg 

parties  by  a  future  marriage  (z). 

In  Clarke  v.  Wright  (a),  Lord  Blackburn  was  of  opinion  that 
if  the  limitations  in  an  ante-nuptial  settlement  in  favour  of 
collaterals  so  far  interfere  with  those  which  would  naturally  be 
made  in  favour  of  the  husband,  wife,  and  issue,  that  they  must 
be  presumed  to  have  been  agreed  upon  by  all  parties  as  part 
of  the  marriage  contract,  they  are  not  voluntary,  and  will  be 
upheld.  But  in  a  later  case  Malins,  Y.-C,  held  that  an  ante- 
nuptial settlement  containing  trusts  in  favour  of  the  husband, 
wife,  and  issue,  and  also  ulterior  trusts  for  collaterals  was,  so  far 
as  the  ulterior  trusts  were  concerned,  voluntary  (6). 

A  post-nuptial  settlement  made  in  pursuance  of  articles  or  of 
a  binding  written  agreement  drawn  up  before  marriage  is  valid 
agaijut  creditors,  j^gaingt  creditors,  but  a  parol  ante-nuptial  agreement  does  not 

prevent  a  post-nuptial  settlement  from  being  voluntary  (c),  nor 
will  a  written  recognition  after  marriage  of  a  verbal  promise 
made  upon  marriage  support  a  post-nuptial  settlement  against 
creditors  (d).  Nor  can  a  post-nuptial  settlement  be  supported 
against  creditors  if  made  in  pursuance  of  articles  entered  into 
during  infancy,  and  not  ratified  or  referred  to  in  the  settle- 
ment (e).  Post-nuptial  settlements  are,  as  a  general  rule 
voluntary  deeds,  and  therefore  void  as  against  creditors ;  the 
fact  that  a  post-nuptial  settlement  may  be  founded  on  a  moral 
duty  will  not  deprive  it  of  its  voluntary  character  (/).  But  a 
post-nuptial  settlement  becomes  a  settlement  for  valuable  con- 


Post-nuptial 

settlementB 
when  valid 


{y)  Newstead  v.  Searles,  1  Atk. 
265  ;  Clarke  v.  Wright,  6  H.  &  N. 
849  ;  Gale  v.  Gale,  6  Ch.  D.  144. 

(z)  Sutton  V.  Chetioynd,  3  Mer. 
249  ;  Clayton  v.  WinUm,  3  Madd. 
302  n. ;  but  see  WoUaston  v.  Tribe,  9 
Eq.  44. 

(a)  6  H.  &  N.  869. 

(6)  Smith  V.  Ch&rriU,  4  Eq.  390. 

(c)  Randall  v.  Morgan,  12  Ves. 
67  ;  Lasse^ice  v.  Tiemey,  I  Mac.  &  G. 


651  ;  Warden  v.  Jones,  2  D.  &  J. 
76  ;  Goldicutt  v.  Tovmsend,  28  Beav. 
445  ;  Crossley  v.  Elworthy,  12  Eq. 
164. 

{d)  Randall  v.  Morgan,  12  Ves. 
67  ;  Warden  v.  Jones,  2  D.  &  J.  76. 

(e)  Trowell  v.  Shenton,  8  Ch.  D. 
318. 

(/)  Holloway  v.  Headington,  8 
Sim.  324  ;  Jejferys  v.  Jefferys,  Cr.  & 
Ph.  138,  141. 
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fiideration  if  made  in  consideration  of  the  receipt  of  a  further      ^^p.  IV. 

.  ,  .        .  Sect.  1. 

portion  (g\  or  of  an  agreement  to  pay  a  further  portion  which  is 

afterwards  paid  (A),  or  (on  a  settlement  of  the  husband's  estate) 
of  the  wife  relinquishing  her  interest  under  an  existing  settle- 
ment (i) ;  or  her  jointure  (j),  or  dower  (if  married  before  the 
late  Act  came  into  operation)  (k) ;  or  mortgaging  her  separate 
estate  (Q,  or  property  over  which  she  had  a  just  power  of 
appointment  (m)^  to  pay  his  debts. 

So,  also,  when  in  a  post-nuptial  settlement  there  is  a  bargain 
between  husband  and  wife,  altering  their  relative  positions  as  to 
the  estate,  and  their  relative  rights  and  interests  in  the  estate, 
there  is  a  valuable  consideration  for  the  settlement  (n).  Where, 
accordingly,  by  a  post-nuptial  settlement  certain  freeholds  be- 
longing to  the  wife  were  settled  by  the  husband  and  wife  to  the 
use  of  the  wife  for  life,  and  after  her  decease  to  such  uses  as  she 
should  by  will  appoint,  and  in  default  of  appointment,  to  the 
use  of  children,  with  a  power  during  her  life  for  the  wife  to 
lease  at  rack-rent,  and  with  a  power  of  sale  and  exchange  in 
the  trustees  with  her  consent,  it  was  held  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
husband  by  the  settlement  lost  his  estate  by  the  curtesy  and 
also  his  power  of  preventing  the  wife  from  alienating  the  estate 
during  his  life,  while  on  the  other  hand  the  wife  was  reduced  by 
the  same  instrument  from  being  an  owner  in  fee  to  a  life  estate 
with  a  testamentary  power  of  appointment,  the  estate  going  in 
default  to  her  children,  both  of  them  bad  given  value,  and  that 
the  settlement  therefore  was  one  for  valuable  consideration  (o). 

So,  also,  in  Hewison  v.  Negus  (p),  where  the  wife  was 
entitled  in  reversion  to  a  moiety  in  freehold  estates,  and  by  a 
post-nuptial  settlement  husband  and  wife  by  a  deed  duly 
acknowledged  conveyed  their  moiety  of  the  estate,  subject  to 

(jy)  Brovm  v.  Jones,  1  Atk.  190  ;  coram  Lord  Hatherley. 

Stileman  v.  Aikdotorij  2  Atk.  479  ;  (m)  See  IVhitbread  v.  Smithy  3  D. 

Bamsden  v.  Hyttoriy  2  Ves.  308.  M.  &  G.  740. 

(h)  Brown  v.  Jones,  1  Atk.  190.  (n)  Be  Foster  and  Lister,  6  Ch.  D. 

(i)  Parker  v.  Cart&r,  4  Ha.  409  ;  87. 

Harman  v.  Bichards,  10  Ha.  81.  (o)  lb. 

(j)  Cottle  v.  Fripp,  2  Vera.  220.  (p)  16  Beav.  594,  22  L.  J.  Ch. 

(k)  Sug.  718.  655. 

(0  Carter  v.  Hind,  22  L.  T.   116, 
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^^^  Y'      the  prior  life  estate,  to  trustees  and  their  heirs  upon  trust  to 

pay  the  rents  to  the  wife  for  life  for  her  separate  use,  and 

without  power  of  anticipation,  with  remainder  to  the  husband 
for  life,  and  after  the  decease  of  husband  and  wife  to  such 
persons  as  the  wife  should  by  will  appoint,  and  in  default  of 
appointment  to  the  use  of  her  children  as  tenants  in  common 
in  fee,  with  cross  remainders  between  them^  with  an  ultimate 
limitation  to  the  wife  or  heirs,  it  was  held  that,  inasmuch  as 
the  husband  had  given  up  his  chance  of  an  estate  during  the 
coverture  and  of  an  estate  by  the  curtesy,  and  had  also  given 
his  wife  the  first  life  interest  in  the  estate,  and  the  wife  on  the 
other  hand  had  given  up  her  fee  simple,  there  was  a  bargain 
for  value  between  them,  and  that  the  settlement  was  therefore 
one  for  valuable  consideration,  and  ought  to  be  sustained  against 
a  subsequent  purchaser  for  value.  So,  also,  in  Teasdale  v. 
Braithwaite(q),  where  a  woman  having  freehold  estates  maiTied 
without  a  settlement  and  afterwards  husband  and  wife  con- 
veyed by  deed  duly  acknowledged  the  land  to  trustees  during 
the  life  of  the  wife  upon  trust  for  her  separate  use  without 
power  of  anticipation,  and  after  her  death  to  the  use  of  the 
husband  for  life,  with  remainder  to  their  children  as  therein 
mentioned,  it  was  held  that  there  was  sufficient  consideration 
movinof  from  the  husband  to  make  the  settlement  one  for  valu- 
able  consideration,  and  that  it  was  not  void  as  against  a  sub- 
sequent mortgagee  without  notice  of  the  settlement.  "It  is 
settled,"  said  Bacon,  V.-C.  (r),  "  that  if  husband  and  wife,  each 
of  them  having  interests,  no  matter  how  much  or  of  what  degree, 
or  of  what  quality,  come  to  an  agreement  which  is  afterwards 
embodied  in  a  settlement,  that  is  a  bargain  between  husband 
and  wife  which  is  not  a  transaction  without  valuable  considera- 
tion («)."     But  a  settlement  concurred  in  by  husband  and  wife  is 


(q)  4  CL  D.  85,  5  Ch.  D.  630. 

(r)  lb.,  4  Ch.  D.  90. 

(«)  See  Parker  v.  Carter,  4  Ha. 
409  ;  Lynch  v.  Lynch,  2  L.  K.  I. 
511  ;  Welman  v.  Welman,  16  Ch.  D. 
570  ;  Mvllins  v.  Guilfoyle,  2  L.  R.  I. 
110.  Inasmuch  as  under  th e  Married 
Women's  Property  Act,   1882,  the 


husband  takes  no  interest  in  the 
property  of  the  wife,  where  the  mar- 
riage has  taken  place  since  the  passing, 
of  the  Act,  post-nuptial  settlements, 
which  under  the  old  law  were 
deemed  to  have  been  made  for  a 
valuable  consideration,  where  there 
was  a  modification  of  the  interests  of 
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Chap.  IV. 
Sect.  1. 


voluntary,  if  they  merely  take  back  under  the  settlement  such 
interests  as  they  were  respectively  entitled  to  independently  of 
the  settlement  (t). 

So,  also,  money  laid  out  by  the  husband  on  land  devised  to 
his  wife  for  life  with  remainder  to  her  children,  or  in  default, 
&c.,  to  her  in  fee  was  held  good  consideration  for  a  conveyance 
of  it  to  the  use  of  the  wife  for  life,  remainder  to  her  children  in 
fee,  and  if  no  children  to  the  husband  absolutely  (u).  So,  also, 
where  a  wife  was  entitled  to  certain  property  for  her  life  for  her 
separate  use,  remainder  to  the  husband  for  life,  with  remainder 
to  their  children  as  they  should  appoint,  and  she  conveyed  her 
life  estate  to  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  her  children,  and  the 
husband  covenanted  to  assign  his  life  interest,  if  he  should 
survive  his  wife,  it  was  held  that  settlement  was  for  valuable 
consideration  (x). 

In  certain  cases  a  settlement  made  upon  a  wife  after  marriage 
is  not  to  be  treated  as  wholly  voluntary,  where  it  is  done  in 
performance  of  a  duty  which  a  court  of  equity  would  enforce. 
Thus,  if  a  man  should  contract  a  marriage  by  stealth  with  a 
woman  having  a  considerable  fortune  in  the  hands  of  trustees, 
and  he  should  afterwards  make  a  suitable  provision  on  her  in 
respect  of  her  fortune,  the  settlement  would  not  be  set  aside  in 
favour  of  the  creditors  of  the  husband,  since  a  court  of  equity 
would  not  suffer  him  to  take  possession  of  her  fortune,  without 
making  a  suitable  settlement  on  her  (y). 

In  Price  v.  Jenkins  (z),  it  was  held  by  the  Court  of  Appeal  Settlement  of 

Lfiflseliolds 

that  a  settlement  of  leasehold  property  is  not  a  voluntary 
conveyance  under  the  statute  on  the  ground  that  the  assign- 
ment of  leasehold  property  is  of  itself  a  conveyance  for  valuable 


husband  and  wife  in  the  property  of 
the  wife,  must  now  be  regarded  as 
voluntary. 

(0  Butterfidd  v.  Heaihy  15  Beav. 
408 ;  Acramcm,  v.  Corhetty  1  J.  &  H. 
422. 

(«)  CrofU  V.  MiddUtony  2  K.  &  J. 
208. 

(x)  Joyce  V.  Hutton,  12  Ir.  Ch.  77. 

(y)  Moore  v.  Bycaiilt,  Prec.  Ch:  22, 


and  other  cases  cited  1  Fonb.  Bk.  1, 
c  4,  8.  12,  and  note  (6),  ih.  c.  2,  s.  6  ; 
Jones  y.  Marsh,  Ca.  t.  Talb.  64  ; 
JVheeler  v.  Caryly  Amb.  121  ;  Jewson 
y.  MouU<m,  2  Atk.  417;  Middle- 
combe  y.  Ma/rUyw,  ib.  519  ;  Ward  v. 
Shalletty  2  Yes.  16 ;  Rameden  y. 
HyUoriy  ib.  304  ;  ArundeU  y.  PhippSy 
10  Ves.  139. 
(z)  5  Ch.  D.  621. 
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Chap.  IV.      coQsideratioQ  on  account  of  the  implied  obligation  to  perform 
— —  the  covenants  in  the  lease  (a).    Bat  in  Lee  v.  Matthews  (b),  the 


Court  of  Appeal  in  Ireland  dissented  from  the  judgment  in 
that  case,  and  declined  to  follow  it.  "  The  question/'  said  Chief 
Justice  May,  "  in  each  case  is,  was  the  dealing  a  bargain  or  a 
gift?  The  existence  of  onerous  liabilities,  from  which  the 
covenantee  covenants  to  indemnify  the  assignor,  may  give  the 
transaction  the  character  of  a  bargain  for  good  and  valuable 
consideration,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  gift  of  a  valuable 
interest  in  lands  is  not  less  a  gift  because  the  property  so  given 
carries  with  it  certain  obligations.  The  gift  is  thereby  dimin- 
ished, but  it  does  not  necessarily  lose  its  essential  character  of 
gift  because  it  must  be  taken  cum  onere"  And,  in  Midler  v. 
Ridler  (c),  the  Court  of  Appeal  held  that  Price  v.  Jenkins, 
though  it  might  perhaps  be  supported  in  cases  arising  under 
the  Statute  of  27  Eliz.  a  5,  did  not  apply  in  cases  coming  under 
13  Eliz.,  and  that  a  settlement  of  leaseholds,  though  carrying 
liabilities  and  covenants,  was  void  under  that  statute  as  being 
under  the  circumstances  calculated  to  defeat  and  delay 
creditors  (d ). 
Concurrence  of  If  a  person  whose  concurrence  the  parties  think  essential 
aettieinen/may  joins  in  a  Settlement,  his  concurrence  will  be  deemed  a  valuable 
make  it  for         consideration,  even  although  he  did  not  substantially  part  with 

anything  («).  The  concurrence  in  such  cases  depends  not  so 
much  on  whether  the  concurrence  passed  any  interest  as  on 
whether  it  enabled  a  settlement  to  be  made  which  could  not 
otherwise  have  been  eflfected  (/).  The  joinder  of  a  necessary 
party  is  not,  however,  always  a  sufBcient  consideration.  It  has 
been  held  not  to  be  so  where  a  limitation  was  made  not  for  his 
benefit,  or  at  his  desire,  or  in  pursuance  of  any  contract  of  his  (g). 
In  separation  deeds  the  covenant  usually  entered  into  by  the 
trustees  to  indemnify  the  husband  against  the  wife's  debts  will, 

(a)  See  Ex  parU  Hillman^  10  Ch.  62  L.  J.  Ch.  190. 
D.  622 ;  Ex  parU  DobU,  26  W.  R.  («)  Sug.  719. 

407.  (/)  Harman  v.  Richardsy  10  Ha. 

(h)  6  L.  R.  I.  630,  87. 

(c)  22  Ch.  D.  74.  (g)  Doe  v.  Rolfe,  8  A.  &  E.  650. 

(d)  See  Marshall  Y,  Lord  Granville, 
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as  against  creditors  and  also,  it  is  conceived,  as  against  subsequent      Chap.  IV. 

purchaser,  support  any  further  settlement  he  may  make  on — 

her  (h). 

A  deed  which  appears  on  its  face  to  be  voluntary,  may  be  Conuderation 
shown  by  any  evidence  (consistent  with  its  terms)  to  have  been  ^y^Sproyed. 
made  for  valuable  consideration  (i),  but  the  evidence  must  be 
clear,  and  it  must  be  proved  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that 
there  was  that  additional  consideration  which  the  parties  did 
not  choose  to  put  on  the  face  of  the  instrument  (k). 

If  the  execution  of  a  voluntary  deed  be  not  communicated  to 
the  party  benefited,  there  cannot  be  a  question  of  consideration. 
There  can  be  no  consideration  without  either  contract  in  the 
first  instance,  or  such  notice  on  the  part  of  the  party  benefited 
by  the  voluntary  instrument,  as  after  knowledge  of  it  changes 
his  position.  If,  after  the  voluntary  settlement  has  been 
executed,  its  contents  are  communicated  to-  the  person  taking 
the  benefit  of  it,  and,  acting  on  the  faith  of  it,  he  does  sub- 
stantially alter  his  position — that  is,  communicates  to  the  donor 
his  acceptance  of  the  further  security — then,  by  so  doing,  he 
gives  value  to  the  donor,  being  the  value  which  the  donor 
expected  him  to  give.  He  has,  in  fact,  accepted  the  voluntary 
instrument  as  a  consideration  for  the  action  he  takes  on  the 
faith  of  it.  But  where  he  has  no  knowledge,  it  is  impossible 
that  he  can  give  consideration  in  that  way  (Q. 

A  deed,  though  voluntary  at  the  time  of  its  execution,  may  Voluntary  deed 

.....      may  become  for 

afterwards  become  valuable  by  a  consideration  given  since  its  value  by  con- 
execution  (m),  or  by  subsequent  acts.     If  an  assignment  or  Bin^^^^^!* 
appointment  has  been  made  to  a  volunteer,  the  subject  of  which  *^°^ 
is  afterwards  assigned  for  value  by  the  assignee  or  appointee,  the 


(h)  Dart,  V.  &  P.  891  ;  May  on      J.  605 ;  Oraham  v.  O'Keefe,  16  Ir. 
Fraud.  Conv.  286—294.  Ch.  1  ;  Levy  v.  Crexghton,  22  W.  R, 


{%)  PoU  v.  TodhunUr,  2  Coll.  76 
GdU  v.  WUliomaon,  8  M.  &  W.  406 
Hamum  v.  Bichards,  10  Ha.   81 


605. 

(2)  Jones  v.  Bygott,  44  L.  J.  Ch. 
487,  per  Jessel,  M.  B.     See  Orack- 


KeUcm  v.  Kelson,  10  Ha.  386  ;  Tovm-  nail  v.  Janson,  11  Ck  D.  1. 

end  V.  Toker,  1  Ch.  446 ;  Levy  v,  (m)  Prodgers  v.  Langham,  1  Sid. 

Creighton,  22  W.  R.  605.  133  ;  Parr  v.  Eliason,  .1  East,  96. 
(k)  Thompson  v.   Webster,  4  D.  & 
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Chap.  IV.      purchaser  from  him  has  a  better  equity  than  the  creditors  (n). 
'■ —  A  man  who  has  made  a  voluntary  grant  is  not  entitled  to  have 


is  within  wc.  6. 


it  set  aside  except  on  paying  all  that  the  transferee  has  paid 
for  it  (o). 
Purchase  of  a  rj^Q  benefit  of  section  6  has  been  extended  to  cases  in  which 

Bettlemeni  for 

third  parties  ^    the  purchaser,  innocent  of  any  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  owner 

of  the  property,  has,  by  making  a  loan  or  payment,  become  a 
purchaser,  not  for  his  own  benefit,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
inducing  the  settlor  to  settle  the  property  on  his  family  (i?). 
In  Bayspoole  v.  Collins  (g),  where  the  owner  of  an  equity  of 
redemption  settled  it  upon  his  wife  and  children  at  the  request 
of  a  near  relative,  and,  in  consequence  of  a  small  advance  by 
way  of  loan  upon  the  security  of  his  promissory  note,  the  settle- 
ment was  upheld  as  being  for  valuable  consideration.  So,  also, 
where  a  man  being  in  embarrassed  circumstances,  his  mother 
agreed  to  advance  the  money  necessary  to  relieve  him  from  his 
embarrassment,  on  condition  of  his  settling  his  estate  on  his 
family,  the  transaction  was  upheld  as  being  one  for  valuable 
consideration  (r).  So,  also,  where  a  man  entitled  to  a  life 
interest  in  the  dividends  of  consols,  being  largely  indebted,  his 
brother  agreed  to  pay  all  debts,  not  charged  on  his  life  interest 
in  the  consols,  upon  condition  that  such  life  interest  should  be 
settled  so  as  to  be  applicable  for  the  maintenance  of  the  man, 
his  wife  and  children,  or  any  of  them,  at  the  absolute  discretion 
of  the  trustees,  the  settlement  was  held  valid  as  one  made  for 
valuable  consideration  («).  So,  also,  where  A.  and  B.  were 
indebted  and,  being  under  threat  of  eviction,  executed  a  deed, 
afterwards  registered  as  a  bill  of  sale,  whereby,  in  consideration 
of  the  payment  of  the  debt  by  the  father-in-law  of  one  of  them, 
they  conveyed  to  him  the  farm  and  all  its  chattels,  the  deed  was 
held  to  be  for  valuable  consideration  (t). 

in)  George  y,  Milbankf9  Ves.  190;  Proc 

Morewood  v.    South  Yorkshire^  <fcc.,  (q)  6  Ch.  228. 

Railway  Co.y  3  H.  &  N.  798.  (r)  Thompson  v.  Webster,  7  Jur.  N. 

(o)  Lord  AldJbrough  v.  Trye,  7  CI.  S.  531,  in  Dom.  Proc. 

&  Fin.  463.     See  Jvdd  v.  Green,  45  («)  Holmes  v.  Pe7iney,  3  K.  &  J. 

L.  J.  Ch.  111.  98.    See  Ex  parU  Eyre,  44  L.  T.  N. 

(p)  Humpson  v.  WehsUr,  4  D.  &  S.  922. 

J.  605,  7  Jur.  N.  S.  531,  in  Dom.  (e)  Smith  v.  Tatton,  6  L.  R.  I.  41. 
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In  coDsideiing  whether  or  not  a  deed  is  voluntary,  the  Court     Chap.  IV. 
will  take  into  consideration  all  the  circumstances  under  which 


it  was  executed,  and  the  relative  positions  of  the  parties,  and  miiung  whether 
will  look  at  other  deeds  executed  at  the  same  time,  if  they  ^J^  "  ^^^^' 
appear  to  be  part  of  the  same  transaction,  although  not 
mentioned  in  the  impeached  deed,  and  will  take  into  considera- 
tion any  evidence  which  tends  to  throw  light  on  the  reasons  and 
considerations  for  the  settlement,  and,  though  there  is  no*  proof 
either  by  intrinsic  evidence  or  by  anything  appearing  on  the 
face  of  the  deeds  of  any  stipulation  or  agreement  which  there 
was  sufBcient  consideration  to  support,  yet  several  transactions 
may  be  viewed  together,  and  the  parties  to  them  must  be  con- 
sidered to  have  stipulated  according  to  the  rights  which  they 
had,  and  any  consideration  which  is  found  to  exist  will  either 
support  the  whole  transaction  or  none  at  all  (u). 

It  is  not  enough,  in  order  to  support  a  settlement  against  Deed  mtwt  be 
creditors,  that  it  be  made  for  valuable  consideration.  It  must 
also  be  bond  fide.  If  it  be  made  with  intent  to  delay,  hinder, 
or  defraud  creditors,  it  is  void  against  them,  although  there 
may  be,  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  term,  a  valuable  or  even  an 
adequate  consideration  {x).  Cases  have  frequently  occurred  in 
which  persons  have  given  a  full  and  fair  price  for  goods,  and 
where  the  possession  has  been  actually  changed,  yet  being  done 
for  the  purpose  of  delaying  or  defeating  creditors,  the  trans- 
action has  been  held  fraudulent,  and  has  therefore  been  set 
aside  as  against  them  (y).  In  Harman  v.  Richards  (yy).  Lord 
Justice  Turner,  then  a  Vice-Chancellor,  says,  "  It  remains  to  be 
considered  whether  the  settlement  which  was  thus  made  for 
valuable  consideration  was  also  hoTidfiAe;  for  a  deed,  though 
made  for  valuable  consideration,  may  be  affected  by  mala  fides* 
but  those  who  undertake  to  impeach  the  bona  fides  of  a  deed 
which  has  been  executed  for  valuable  consideration  have  a  task 
of  dilBSculty."    "  The  fact  that  there  is  a  valuable  consideration," 

(tt)  Harmam.  v.  Richards,  10  Ha.  Burr.  474, 475  ;  Cadogan  v.  KenrisU, 

88.    •  Cowp.  434  ;  BoU  v.  Smith,  21  Beav. 

(x)  Twyns^B    Case,    3    Eep.    81 ;  611. 

Hi^mes  V.  Pmnty,  3  K.  &  J.  99.  (yy)  10  Ha.  81. 

(y)  lb. ;  WorsUy  v.  De  Mattos,  1 
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Chap.  IV.      gaid  Mr.  Justice  Fry,  in  Oolden  v.  OHlam  {z),  *  shows  at  once 

Sect.  1. 

that  there  may  be  a  purpose  in  the  transaction  other  than  the 

delaying  or  defeating  of  creditors,  and  renders  the  case  of  those 
who  contest  the  deed  more  diflScult." 

Where  the  instrument  sought  to  be  set  aside  as  fraudulent 
against  creditors  is  founded  on  a  valuable  consideration,  an 
actual  and  express  intent  to  defeat  creditors  must  be  proved  (a). 

The  mere  fact  of  a  b<mdjide  creditor  being  defeated  is  not 
enough  of  itself  to  set  aside  a  deed  founded  on  valuable  con- 
sideration (6).  In  Holmes  v.  Penney  (66),  the  creditor  was 
excluded  from  all  remedy  in  respect  of  his  debt,  and  the 
.  existence  of  the  debt  must  have  been  present  to  the  mind  of 
the  settlor  at  the  time  of  the  settlement,  but  Lord  Hatherley, 
then  a  Vice-Chancellor,  being  of  opinion  that  the  person  vjho 
advanced  the  money  as  the  consideration  of  the  settlement,  had 
no  knowledge  at  the  time  of  the  settlement  that  there  were  any 
unpaid  debts  of  the  settlor  in  existence,  and  that  his  only  object 
was  to  make  an  honest  family  arrangement,  upheld  the  deed  (o). 
So,  also,  in  Oolden  v.  OiUam  (d),  where  it  appeared  to  be  the 
object  of  a  mother  and  daughter  to  make  an  honest  family 

• 

settlement,  under  which  the  mother  conveyed  a  farm  to  the 
daughter,  and  the  daughter,  in  consideration  of  the  con- 
veyance, undertook  to  maintain  the  mother  and  to  pay 
creditors  whose  debts  had  been  contracted  in  connection 
with  the  carrying  on  of  the  farm,  the  settlement  was  upheld, 
though  there  was  outstanding  a  debt  of  another  description  to 
which  the  covenant  did  not  apply,  the  Court  being  of  opinion 
that  the  settlement  was  a  bond  fide  one,  and  that  the  debt  in 
question  was  not  present  to  the  mind  of  the  settlor  or  her 
daughter  at  the  time  of  the  settlement. 

The  inquiry  in  every  case  is  whether  the  deed  was  executed 
with  the  intent  to  defeat  or  delay  creditors.  The  mere  fact 
that,  as  a  collateral  result,  it  may  have  that  effect  will  not 

(z)  20  Ch.  D.  396.  (bb)  3  K.  &  J.  98. 

(a)  Freeman  v.  Pope,  5  Ch.  538,  (c)  See  Ex  parte  Eyre,  44  L.  T.  N. 

per  Giffard,  L.  J.  S.  922. 

(6)  Smith  V.    Tatfon,  6  L.  R.  I.  {d)  20  Ch.  D.  396. 
4U 
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make  the  deed  void  witliin  the  statute,  if  it  was  otherwise      Chap.  IV. 

Beet.  1. 

made  for  good  consideration  and  bondjide  (e),  

If  the  deed  be  for  valuable  consideration,  it  is  immaterial 
that  the  settlor  may  retain  a  life  interest  under  it  (/).  But  if 
there  is  any  secret  trust  or  any  proviso  to  pay  the  settlor  the 
dividends  until  execution  issue,  the  settlement  would  be 
fraudulent  though  made  for  value  (g).  In  the  case  of  a  merely 
voluntary  settlement,  the  fact  that  the  settlor  may  derive  any 
benefit  under  it  would  probably  be  fatal  to  the  deed  (h). 

It  is  not  a  ground  for  invalidating  a  bond  fide  sale  that  it  was 
made  with  a  view  to  defeat  an  intended  execution.  The  sale  of 
property  for  good  consideration  made  bond  fide  and  with  a  bond 
fide  intention  to  pass  the  property,  is  sufficient  to  defeat  the 
execution  of  a  creditor  (t).  Nor  is  it  a  fraud  to  mortgage 
personal  property  for  money  actually  lent  to  the  mortgagor, 
even  though  the  mortgagor's  intention  may  be  thus  to  defeat 
the  expected  execution  of  a  judgment  creditor  Qc) ;  or  to  confess 
a  judgment  in  favour  of  one  creditor  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
him  preference  over  another  who  is  on  the  eve  of  issuing 
execution  on  a  judgment  previously  obtained*  (Z). 

The  consideration  of  marriage,  although  the  most  valuable 
of  all  considerations,  if  there  be  bona  fides  {nfi\  will  not 
support  a  settlement  by  a  man  in  insolvent  or  embarrassed  cir- 
cumstances, if  there  be  evidence  to  show  that  the  intended 
wife  was  implicated  in  any  design  to  delay  or  defraud  the 
creditors  of  the  intended  husband,  or  that  the  marriage  was 
part  of  a  scheme  or  contrivance  between  them  to  protect  his 
property  against  the  claims  of  his  creditors  {n).      But  an  ante- 


{e)  lb.  {k)  Darvill  v.  Ttrry,  6  H.  &  N. 

(/)  Holmes  v.  Penney,  3  K.  &  J.  807. 

08 ;  Th4jmpson  v.  Webeter^  7  Jur.  N.  (/)  Holhird  v.  Anderson,  5  T.  R. 

S.  531.  235. 

(g)  Holmes  v.  Penney,  3  K.  &  J.  (m\  Campion  v.  Cotton,  17  Vea. 

98.  264  ;  *Ex  parte  M'Bwmie,  1  D.  M.  & 

{h)  lb.  101.  G.  441  ;  DUkss  v.  Broadmead,  2  D. 

(%)  Wood  V.  Dixie,  7  Q.  B.  892  ;  F.  &  J.  566. 

Hale  V.  Saloon  Omnibus  Co.,  4  Drew.  (?i)  CoUmhine  v.  Penhall,  I  Sin.  & 

496  ;  comp.  BoU  v.  Smith,  21  Beav.  Q.  228  ;  Eraser  v.  Thom/pson,  4  D.  & 

611.  J.  660;  Bulmery.  Hunter,  8  Eq.  4ii. 
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Chap.  IV. 
Sect.  1. 


Inadequacy  of 
consideratioii, 
when  evidence 
of  nuUaJidea. 


nuptial  settlement  made  by  a  man  when  insolvent  is  valid 
against  creditors,  so  far  as  concerns  the  interests  of  the  wife 
and  children,  though  it  may  contain  a  false  recital,  if  the  wife 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  insolvency  of  the  husband  or  of  the 
false  recital  (o).  Though  the  man-iage  be  bond  fide  and  the 
settlor  solvent  at  the  date  of  the  settlement,  a  general  cove- 
nant in  an  antenuptial  settlement  made  by  a  trader  that  all 
his  after-acquired  property  shall  be  subject  to  the  trusts  of  the 
settlement  is  void  as  against  creditors  (p). 

Mere  inadequacy  of  consideration  is  not  in  general  a  circum- 
stance which  will  of  itself  make  an  assignment  void  as  against 
creditors  (q),  but  the  inadequacy  must  not  be  so  great  as  to 
induce  the  belief  that  the  transaction  was  a  mere  fraudulent 
contrivance  between  the  parties  to  defraud  creditors  (r),  so  that 
when  a  man  in  a  hopeless  condition  assigned  to  his  mother 
policies  of  assurance  on  his  life  amounting  to  £800  in  consider- 
ation of  a  debt  of  £180  owing  to  her,  it  was  set  aside  as 
a  fraud  against  creditors  (s).  If  it  appear  that  the  considera* 
tion  stated  to  have  been  paid  was  not  really  bond  fide  paid, 
or  was  afterwards  returned,  such  a  sale  will  not  be  allowed  to 
override  a  prior  conveyance,  although  voluntary  (t)  ;  and  when 
the  estate  is  conveyed  as  security  for  money  to  be  thereafter 
advanced,  it  must  be  proved  that  money  has  actually  been 
advanced  on  the  mortgage  (u).  But  a  vendor's  giving  back 
part  of  the  purchase-money  to  the  purchaser's  family  does  not 
invalidate  the  sale  (x).  A  conveyance,  though  made  for  valu- 
able consideration,  may  under  certain  circumstances  be  fraud- 
ulent against  subsequent  purchasers  (y). 

When  the  transaction  is  on  the  whole  fair  and  honourable 


(o)  Kevan  v.  Crawford^  6  Ch.  D. 
90. 

(j?)  Re  Clint,  17  Eq.  120. 

{q)  Copts  V.  MiddUton,  2  Madd. 
423. 

(r)  Twyne's  Case,  3  Rep.  83  h. ; 
Doe  y.  JcumeSf  16  East,  213  ;  Strong 
V.  Strong,  18  Beav.  408;  Hale  v. 
Allnutt,  18  C.  B.  627. 

{m)  Stokoe  V.  Cotvan,  29  Beav.  637. 


(t)  Humphreys  v.  Pensam,  1  M.  & 
C.  680  ;  Roberts  v.  WiUiams,  4  Ha. 
130  ;  MvUvns  v.  GuilfoyU,  2  L.  R.  I. 
113. 

(u)  Doe  V.  Webber,  1  A.  &  R  740. 

(x)  Doe  V.  James,  16  East,  214, 
per  Lord  Ellenborough. 

(y)  Perry-Herrick  v.  Atwood,  2  D. 
&  J.  21. 
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and  not  induced  by  the  fraudulent  intention  of  defeating  ere-  ™ 
ditors  or  purchasers,  the  Court  is  not  very  particular  as  to  the  " 
amount  of  the  consideration  (z).  It  is  enough  if  it  is  valuable 
and  not  so  entirely  inadequate  as  from  its  insufficiency  to  induce 
the  presumption  of  fraud.  The  smallness  of  the  consideration 
is  not  a  matter  the  Court  will  go  into,  except  so  far  as  it  is 
evidence  that  the  transaction  was  a  sham  (a).  The  case  is  all 
the  stronger  when  the  instrument  is  between  relatives.  In  such 
cases,  less  than  in  others,  will  the  Court  weigh  in  very  nice 
scales  the  amount  of  the  consideration  (b),  or  hold  that  the 
difference  between  the  real  value  of  the  estate  and  the  con- 
sideration given  is  a  badge  of  fraud,  or  evidence  of  an  intention 
to  defraud  creditors  (c).  In  a  case  accordingly  where  husband 
and  wife  jointly  seised  in  fee  mortgaged  the  estate  limiting  the 
equity  of  redemption  to  such  uses  as  they  or  the  survivor  should 
appoint,  and  the  property  was  reconveyed  by  their  appoint- 
ment to  the  use  of  the  wife  for  life,  with  remainder  to  the  use 
of  the  husband  for  life,  with  remainder  to  uses  in  favour  of  their 
issue,  it  was  held  that  her  concurrence  in  the  settlement  made 
by  the  reconveyance  was  a  sufficient  consideration  to  support  it 
against  a  subsequent  purchaser  from  the  husband  (d).  So  if 
a  postnuptial  settlement  be  made  with  the  aid  of  another 
person  whose  concurrence  is  essential  to  its  full  validity,  as  is 
the  case  of  a  settlement  by  tenant  for  life  and  tenant  in  tail  in 
remainder,  this  may  take  from  the  instrument  its  voluntaiy 
character  (e).  So  a  family  compromise  founded  on  doubtful 
intestacy  is  valid  (/).  But  of  course  the  fact  of  the  grantees 
having  had  estates  in  the  property  which,  as  in  the  case  of 
estates  in  remainder  on  an  estate  tail,  have  been  destroyed  by 
the  settlor  will  not  support  the  settlement  (jf ). 

(«)  Holmes  v.  Penney ^  3  K.  &  J.  S.  532. 

90 ;  Atkinwa  v.  ^nwth,  3  D.  &  J.  (c)  Twmend  v.  Toker,  1  Ch.  446 ; 

186  ;  Thompson  v.    fVebsteVy  4  D.  &  Bagspoole   v.    Collins,  6   Ch.   232 ; 

J.  606  ;  Townend  v.    Toker,   1   Ch.  Golden  v.  Qillamy  20  Ch.  D.  396. 

446  ;  Price  v.  Jenkins,6  Ch.  D.  621  ;  (d)  Aikinem  v.  Smith,  3  D.  &  J. 

Bosher  v.  WiUiams,  20  Eq.  217.  186. 

(a)  Bag^oole    v.   Collins,    6  Ch.  (e)  Dart,  V.  &  P.  891. 

228.  (/)  Heap  v.  Tonge,  9  Ha.  90. 

(6)  Thompson  v.  Webster,  7  Jur.  N.  (/)  Cormick  v.  Trapaiid,  6  Dow,  60. 
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Parchaier  nnfrt 
liave  notice  «f 
irmad. 


Parchane  money 
may  not  be  taken 


A  nominal  consideration  is  insufficient  to  support  a  deed. 
TMieu  accordingly  a  deed  conveying  the  ^faole  real  estate  of 
the  grantor  and  otherwise  Toluntary  contained  a  covenant  by 
the  grantor  that  under  certain  specified  circumstances  and 
within  a  limited  period  he  would  build  a  house  on  part  of  the 
estate  conveyed,  but  there  was  no  shifting  clause  or  proviso  for 
defeasance  in  case  of  non-performance  of  the  covenant,  it  was 
held  that  the  covenant  raised  no  consideration  affecting  the 
voluntary  nature  of  the  contract  (g). 

When  there  has  been  a  sale  for  value,  not  only  must  fraud 
be  shown,  but,  in  order  to  avoid  the  transaction  as  against  a 
purchaser,  it  must  be  shown  that  he  was  privy  to  the  fraud 
against  creditors.  A  conveyance  cannot  be  invalidated  where 
there  is  a  h<mdfide  purchaser  Qi).  The  fraudulent  intent  of 
the  vendor  or  settlor  will  not  invalidate  the  deed  if  the  pur- 
chaser was  free  from  fraud  (i).  Even  though  there  may  be 
some  suspicion  in  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  purchase 
will  be  held  good  unless  it  is  shown  that  it  was  a  contrivance  to 
defeat  creditors  and  that  the  purchaser  was  privy  to  it  (k). 

When  a  recovery  was  suffered  by  A.,  tenant  for  life,  and  B. 
his  son,  tenant  in  tail  in  remainder,  and  by  the  deed  leading 
the  uses  of  the  recovery,  A«*s  life  estate  was  limited  to  B.  in 
order  to  defraud  A/s  creditors,  and  subject  thereto  the  property 
was  settled  on  6.  for  life,  with  remainder  to  his  first  and  other 
sons  in  tail,  but  B.  was  not  privy  to  the  fraud,  it  was  held  that 
the  recovery  was  good,  and  that  the  deed  leading  to  uses  was 
bad,  so  that  A/s  life  estate  passed  to  his  assignees  in  a  subse- 
quent bankruptcy,  and  subject  thereto  B.  became  entitled  in 
fee  simple  (J).  A  conveyance  pending  an  action  or  judgment  is 
not  necessarily  void  if  supported  by  a  valuable  consideration  (m). 

The  benefit  of  the  section  which  excepts  from  the  operation 


{g)  Rosher  v.  Williams,  20  Eq. 
210. 

{h)  Copts  V.  Middleton,  2  Madd. 
426. 

(i)  French  v.  Freiich,  6  D.  M.  & 
O.  101  ;  Golden  v.  GilUm,  20  Ch.  D. 
304. 

{k)  Hale  v.  Saloon  Omnihm  Co.,  4 


Drew.  496. 

(I)  TarleUm  v.  LiddeU,  17  Q.  B. 
390  ;  4  Deg.  &  Sm.  538  ;  Waktjidd 
V.  Gihlxm,  1  Giff.  401. 

(w)  See  Marlov)  v.  OrgiUf  8  Jur. 
N.  S.  789,  829  ;  Barmll  v.  Tsirry,  6 
H.  &  N.  807. 
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of  the  statute  conveyances  made  bond  fide  and  for  valuable      ^»P-  IV. 
consideration   is  strictly  confined  to   the   purchaser  and   the 


interest  created  in  his  favour,  so  that  even  when  there  is  aeroditora. 
b<md  fide  purchaser,  the  consideration   received   for  property 
sold  by  a  debtor  is  liable  to  the  same  rules  as  the  property 
would  have  been  if  unsold  (n). 

A  fraudulent  intention  to  which  the  purchaser  is  a  party  will  MaUifidei 

saperaedes 

override  all  inquiry  into  the  consideration  (o).  "  If,"  said  Lord  considemtioiL 
Mansfield,  in  Cadogan  v.  Kennett  (p),  "  the  transaction  be  not 
bond  fide,  the  circumstance  of  its  being  done  for  a  valuable 
consideration  will  not  alone  take  it  out  of  the  statute/'  If 
moreover  the  pui'chaser  must  have  been  aware  that  the  debtor 
was  in  a  state  of  insolvency,  or  that  the  effect  of  the  deed  will 
be  to  leave  the  debtor  without  the  means  of  paying  his  debts, 
the  transaction,  though  for  value,  cannot  be  upheld  (q). 

Though  there  be  a  judgment  against  the  vendor,  and  the  pur- 
chaser has  notice  of  it,  that  fact  will  not  of  itself  affect  the 
validity  of  the  sale  of  personal  property.  But  if  the  purchaser, 
knowing  of  the  judgment,  purchases  with  the  view  and  purpose 
to  defeat  the  creditor's  execution,  it  is  iniquitous  and  fraudulent, 
notwithstanding  he  may  have  given  a  full  price,  for  it  is  assist- 
ing the  debtor  to  injure  the  creditor.  The  question  of  fraud 
depends  on  the  motive  (r). 

In  Barling  v.  Bishop  («)  a  voluntary  conveyance  with  the 
intention  of  depriving  the  plaintiff  in  an  action  of  the  fruits  of 
his  verdict  was  held  bad.  So  also,  when  the  object  of  the  deed 
was  to  defeat  proceedings  under  a  winding  up,  it  was  held 
bad  (f). 

The  absence  of  any  fraudulent  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
debtor  is  not  sufficient  to  uphold  the  settlement,  if  the  settle- 
ment has  been  procured  by  the  fraud  of   the   donor.     The 

(n)  Frmck  v.  French^  6  D.  M.  &  Q.  103. 

G.  96  ;  NmU  v.  Day,  28  L.  J.  Ch.  (r)  1  Burr.  474,  Cowp.  434,  fer 

46.  Lord  Mansfield;  8  Taunt  678,  j>er 

(o)  Acraman  v.  Corhett^  1  J.  &  H.  Dallas,  C.  J. 

423.  W  29  Beav.  417. 

(2?)  Cowp.  434  (t)  Reese  River ^  d:e.,  Co.  v.  AiweUy 

Iq)  (hrleU  v.  Radcliffe,  14  Moo.  P.  7  Eq.  347. 
C.  135  ;  French  v.  Frenchy  6  D.  M.  & 
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•fiankmptcj  Act, 
1869,  8.  91. 
Voluntary 
Bettlements 
by  traders. 


Pretomption  of 
fraud  from 
debtor  remain- 
ing  in  poaaesmon 
after  conveyance. 


distribution  accordingly  by  a  debtor,  when  in  a*  weak  state  of 
mind  and  body,  of  the  whole  of  his  property  among  his  children, 
partly  in  consideration  of  annuities  for  his  life,  partly  by  volun- 
tary settlement,  and  partly  by  pecuniary  gifts,  was  held  void  as 
against  creditors  under  13  Eliz.  a  5,  the  Court  being  satisfied 
on  the  evidence,  that  the  children  were  aware  at  the  time  that 
the  creditor's  claim  would  be  defeated,  though  it  did  not  appear 
that  the  debtor  had  any  such  intention  (u). 

Under  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  1869,  s.  91,  a  voluntary.settlement, 
conveyance  or  transfer  of  property  made  by  a  trader  (x),  or  a 
postnuptial  settlement,  conveyance  or  transfer  of  j)roperty  made 
for  the  wife  oi  children  of  the  settlor  of  property  which  has 
accrued  to  the  settlor  after  marriage  in  right  of  his  wife  shall, 
if  thjB  settlor  becomes  bankrupt  within  two  years  after  the  date 
of  such  settlement  be  void  as  against  the  trustee  in  bankruptcy, 
and  shall,  iif  the  settlor'  becomes  bankrupt  at  any  subsequent 
time  within  ten  years  after  the  date  of  such  settlement,  unless 
the  pai-ties  claiming  under  such  settlement  can  prove  that  the 
settlor  was  at  the  time  of  making  the  settlement  able  to  pay 
all  his  debts  without  the  aid  of  the  property  comprised  in  such 
settlement,  be  void  against  such  trustee  {y). 

In  determining  whether  a  trader,  who  has  executed  a  volun- 
tary settlement,  was  within  sect.  91  of  the  Bankruptcy  Act, 
1869,  **  at  the  time  of  making  the  settlement  able  to  pay  all  his 
debts  without  the  aid  of  the  property  comprised  in  the  settle- 
ment," the  value  of  the  implements  of  his  trade,  and  of  the 
goodwill  of  his  business  is  not,  if  he  was  intending  to  continue 
his  business,  to  be  taken  into  account  (z). 

Voluntary  settlements  made  by  a  non-trader,  or  by  traders 
who  have  not  become  bankrupt  within  the  periods  named,  are 
still  governed  by  the  13  Eliz.  c.  5. 

A  strong  presumption  of  fraud  against  creditors  arises  where, 
after  a  bill  of  sale  of  chattel  property,  purporting  on  its  face  to 
take  effect  immediately,  or  to  be  an  absolute  conveyance,  the 


(w)  Comieh  v.  Clark,  14  Eq.  184. 
(x)  See  Ex  parte  HUlmanf  10  Ch. 
D.  622. 

(y)  See  Ex  parit  HiuiabUy  2  Ch. 


D.  56. 

(z)  Ex  parte  Russell^   19  Ch.  D. 

688. 
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vendor  or  settlor  is  after  its  execution  permitted  to  remain  in 
possession  of  the  property  (a).  It  is  otherwise,  however,  if  his 
continuance  in  possession  is  consistent  with  the  nature  of  the 
transaction,  as  where  a  bill  of  sale  is  not  absolute  on  its  face  or 
in  its  form,  but  only  conditional,  so  that  possession  is  not  to  be 
given  until  the  condition  has  been  performed  (b)y  or  when  the 
transaction  is  in  the  nature  of  a  moitgage,  and  there  is  a  proviso 
that  the  debtor  should  remain  in  possession  until  default  be 
m^e  (c).  In  Edwards  v.  Harben  (d)  the  Court  went  so  far  as 
to  say  thair  possession  of  goods  sold  under  an  absolute  bill  of 
sale  is  conclusive  evidence  of  fraud ;  but  the  tendency  of  later 
decisions  has  been  to  qualify  that  doctrine,  and  the  weight  of 
authority  is  in  favour  of  the  modified  doctrine  that  possession 
by  the  vendor  or  settlor  affords  only  a  badge  or  primd  facie 
presumption  of  fraud,  which  may  be  rebutted  by  explanation, . 
showing  the  transaction  to  be  fair  and  honest,  and  giving  a 
reasonable  ground  for  the  retention  of  possession.  The  ques- 
tion as  to  fraud  in  such  cases  is  not  an  inference  of  law,  but  one 
of  fact  for  the  jury  (e). 

A  judgment  and  execution  "  contrived  of  malice,"  are  within 
the  same  mischief  as  a  gift  or  assignment.  An  eai*ly  case  on 
this  subject  is  West  v.  Skipp,  in  which  it  was  laid  down  by  Lord 
Hardwicke  that  if  a  creditor  seize  the  goods  of  his  debtor  and 
suffer  them  to  remain  long  in  his  hands,  this  is  evidence  of 
fraud  (/). 

As  a  creditor  was  thus  left  liable  to  incur  a  loss  by  trusting  Bills  of  Sale 
to  the  false  appearance  of  ownership  which  the  continuance  of  iss-i. 
the  debtor  in  possession  of  property  presented,  "  an  Act  for  pre- 
venting frauds  upon  creditors  by  secret  bills  of  sale  of  personal 


{a)  Twyn^s  Cascy  3  Co.  Rep.  81 ; 
Edwards  v.  Harben,  2  T.  K  687  ; 
AlUm  V.  Hamson,  4  Ch.  622. 

(6)  Edwards  v.  Harhm,  2  T.  E. 
587  ;  Gadogan  v.  Kennett,  Cowp.  434 ; 
MartindaU  v.  Booth,  3  B.  &  Ad. 
498,  505  ;  MinshaU  v.  Lloyd,  2  M.  & 
W.  450 ;  but  see  mfra  as  to  Bills  of 
Sale. 

(c)  Altmi  V.  Harrison,  4  Ch.  622. 


(d)  2  T.  R.  587. 

(e)  Lady  ArundeU  v.  Phipps,  10 
Yes.  145  ;  Martivdale  v.  Booth,  3  B. 
&  Ad.  498,  505  ;  Latimer  v.  BcUson, 
4  B.  &  C.  652  ;  Lindon  v.  Sharp,  6 
M.  &  G.  895,  Q9S,per  Tindal,  C.  J. 

(/)  See  Lovick  v.  Orowder,  8  B.  & 
C.  132  ;  Imray  v.  Magnay,  11  M.  & 
W.  267  ;  Hunt  v.  Hoopiyr,  12  M.  & 
W.  664. 
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chattels,"  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  30,  was  passed,  which  in  certain 
-  defined  conditions  avoided  bills  of  sale  of  personal  chattels,  and 
with  the  view  of  securing  publicity,  specially  provided  for  the 
registration  of  bills  of  sale.  An  Act  was  subsequently  passed, 
29  &  30  Vict.  c.  96,  for  the  purpose  of  ameudiDg  in  certain  par- 
ticulars the  former  Act.  Both  the  above  Acts  were  repealed  by 
the  Bills  of  Sale  Act,  1878,  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  31,  "  An  Act  to 
consolidate  and  amend  the  law  for  preventing  frauds  on  credi- 
tors by  secret  bills  of  saJe  of  personal  chattels."  An  Act,  45  &  46 
Vict.  c.  43,  has  been  recently  passed  amending  in  some  particu- 
lars the  Bills  of  Sale  Act,  1878,  which  so  far  as  is  consistent 
with  the  tenor  thereof,  is  to  be  construed  as  one  with  the  Bills 
of  Sale  Act,  1878,  but  unless  the  contract  otherwise  i^equires, 
shall  not  apply  to  any  bill  of  sale  duly  registered  before  its 
commencement,  so  long  as  the  registration  thereof  is  not 
avoided  by  non-renewal  or  otherwise  (g). 

Under  the  term  "  bill  of  sale,"  the  Act  includes  assignments, 
transfers,  declarations  of  trust  without  transfer,  inventories  of 
goods  with  receipt  thereto  attached,  or  receipts  for  purchase 
moneys  of  goods  (h),  and  other  assurances  of  personal  chattels 
and  also  powers  of  attorney,  authorities  or  licences  to  take  pos- 
session of  personal  chattels  as  security  for  any  debt,  and  also 
any  agreements,  whether  intended  or  not  to  be  followed  by  the 
execution  of  any  other  instrument,  by  which  a  right  in  equity 
to  any  personal  chattels,  or  to  any  charge  or  security  thereon 
shall  be  conferred  (^) ;  but  it  does  not  extend  to  assignments  for 
the  benefit  of  creditors  (j),  marriage  settlements  (A;),  transfers  of 
ships  {l),  transfers  of  goods  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business 
of  any  trade  or  calling  (m),  or  bills  of  sale  of  goods  in  foreign 


(^)  45  &  46  Vict  c.  43,  s.  3. 

(h)  See  Margden  v.  MeadotM,  7  Q. 
B.  D.  80  ;  Ex  parte  Cooper,  10  Ch. 
D.  321. 

(t)  See  Ez  parte  Mackay,  8  Ch.  643. 

( j)  General  Furnishing  Co.  v.  Venn, 
2  H.  &  C.  153  ;  Johnson  v.  Osenton, 
L.  R  4  Exch.  107. 

(k)  A  post-nuptial  settlement  not 
made  in  pursuance  of  unte-nu]>tial 


articles,  is  not  a  marriage  settlement 
within  the  exception,  Foster  v. 
Fcxwlery  28  L.  J.  Q.  B.  210  ;  AskUm 
V.  Blackshaw,  9  Eq.  510  ;  Re  Reed,  1 
Ch.  D.  303. 

{I)  Swainston  v.  Clay,  3D.  J.  & 
S.  558 ;  Union  Bank  of  London  v. 
Lenanton,  3  C.  P.  D.  243. 

(m)  Ex  parte  North  IVestem  Bank, 
15  Eq.  69  ;  Rt  Steelr,  16  Eq.  414. 
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parts  {n)  or  at  sea,  bills  of  lading  (o),  India  warrants,  Avai-ehouse      ^^P*  ^^- 

keepers*  certificates,  warrants  or  orders  for  the  delivery  of  goods^ 

or  any  other  documents  used  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business, 
as  proof  of  the  possession  or  control  of  goods,  or  authorising  or 
purporting  to  authorise,  either  by  indorsement  or  by  delivery, 
the  possessor  of  such  document  to  ti-ansfer  or  receive  goods 
thereby  represented  (p). 

Under  the  term  "personal  chattels,"  the  Act  comprehends 
goods,  furniture,  and  other  articles  capable  of  complete  transfer 
by  delivery  (q) ;  and,  when  separately  assigned  or  charged,  fix- 
tures and  growing  crops,  but  not  chattel  interests  or  real  estate^ 
nor  fixtures  (except  trade  machinery  as  hereinafter  defined)  when 
assigned  together  with  a  freehold  or  leasehold  interest  in  any  land 
or  building  to  which  they  are  affixed,  nor  growing  crops  when 
assigned  together  with  any  interest  in  the  land  on  which  they 
grow,  nor  shares  or  interests  in  the  stocks,  funds,  or  securities  of 
any  goveiiiment,  or  in  the  capital,  or  property  of  incorpoi-ated  or 
joint-stock  companies,  nor  choses  in  action,  or  any  stock  or  pro- 
duce upon  any  farm  or  lands  not  removable  by  reason  of  any 
contract  or  custom  (r)  ;  nor  to  debentures  issued  by  any  mort- 
gage, loan  or  other  incorporated  company  and  secured  upon 
the  capital,  stock,  or  goods,  chattels  and  effects  of  such  com- 
pany (s). 

The  recent  Act,  45  &  46  Vict.  c.  43,  does  not  apply  to  bills  of 
sale  which  may  be  given  otherwise  than  by  way  of  security  for 
the  payment  of  money  (t). 

Personal  chattels  are  deemed  to  be  in  the  apparent  posses-  Apparent 

*  *  *         ,     posBessioo. 

sion  (u)  of  the  maker  of  the  bill  of  sale  so  long  as  they  remain 
on  any  land  or  premises  occupied  by  him,  or  are  used  and  en- 
joyed by  him  in  any  place  whatsoever,  notwithstanding  that 
formal  possession  thereof  may  have  been  taken  by  or  given 


(n)  See  Coote   v.    Jedca,  13    Eq.  (»)  46  &  46  Vict.  c.  43,  s.  17. 

597.  (i)  S.  3. 

(o)  Ex  parte  JVataon,  6  Ch.  D.  35.  (u)  Gough  v.  Everard,  2  H.  &  C. 

(p)  41  &  42  Vict  c.  31,  8.  4.  1 ;  EobivMrn  v.  Briggs,  L.  R,  6  Exch. 

(q)  See  Sherida/ti  v.  Macartney,  11  I  ;  Ex  parte  Hooman,  10  Eq.  63 ;  Ex 

Ir.  C.  L.  506.  parU  Jay,  9  Ch.  697. 

(r)  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  31,  8.  4. 
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Chap.  IV.      to  any  other  person  (x).    If  the  grantee   takes  possession  of 
'- the  goods  and  advertises  them  for  sale,  as  being  under  a  bill  of 


sale,  they  are  not  in  the  apparent  possession  of  the  giantor  (y) ; 
but  if  he  takes  possession  of  household  furniture  by  a  broker  s 
man,  who  remains  in  the  house  and  sleeps  in  an  upper 
room,  but  does  not  remove  any  of  the  furniture  or  interfere 
with  the  use  of  it  by  the  grantor,  and  if  the  grantee  subse- 
quently advertises  the  furniture  for  sale  without  mentioning  his 
bill  of  sale,  the  advertisement  only  giving  reference  to  a  firm  of 
8olicitoi*8  for  particulars,  the  goods  are  still  in  the  possession  of 
the  grantor  (z).  An  attempt  by  the  grantee  to  take  possession 
does  not  affect  the  grantor's  apparent  possession  (a),  not  even 
where  the  grantee  is  entitled  to  take  such  possession  (&).  Whei*e 
the  grantor  occupied  as  servant  to  the  grantee,  counting  the 
occupation  as  part  of  his  salary,  the  goods  were  held,  neverthe- 
less, to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  grantor  (c). 
Mode  of  regis-  The  bill  of  sale  with  every  schedule  (d)  or  inventory  thereto 
Bale.  annexed  or  therein  referred  to,  and  also  a  true  copy  of  such 

bill  (e),  and  of  every  such  schedule  or  inventory,  and  of  every 
attestation  of  the  execution  of  such  bill  of  sale,  together  with  an 
affidavit  of  the  time  of  such  bill  of  sale  being  made  or  given, 
and  of  its  due  execution  and .  attestation,  and  a  description  of 
the  residence  and  occupation  of  the  person  making  or  giving 
the  same  (or  in  case  the  same  is  made  or  given  by  any  person 
under  or  in  the  execution  of  any  process,  then  a  description  of 
the  residence  and  occupation  of  the  person  against  whom  such 
process  issued),  and  of  every  attesting  witness,  shall  be  pre- 
sented to,  and  the  said  copy  and  affidavit  shall  be  filed  with  the 

(x)  41  &  42  Vict,  c  31,  s.  4.   See  D.  364. 

Ex  parte  Mutton,  14  Eq.  178.  {d)  See  Green  v.  Atteiiborough,  3 

(y)  Emanuel  v.  Bridger,  L.  R.  9  Q.  H.  &  C.  468. 

B.  286.  (e)  A  true  copy  of  a  hill  of  sale 

{z)  Ex  parte  Lewis,  6  Ch.  626.  need   not   necessarily  be  an  exact 

(a)  Ex  parte  Fletcher,  5  Ch.  D.  copy.     If  the  errors  or  omissions  in 

809.  the  copy  filed  are  merely  clerical 

(h)  Ancona  v.  Rogers,  1  Exch.  D.  and  of  such  a  nature  that  no  one  can 
285.     See  Seal  v.  Claridge,  7  Q.  B.  *   be  misled,  it  is  of  no  consequence. 

D.  619.  Re  Hexcer,  21  Ch.  D.  875. 

(c)  Pickard  v.  Marriage,  1  Exch. 
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registrar  (/)  within  seven  clear  days  after  the  making  of  such 
bill  of  sale  (g). 

Great  care  is  necessary  in  preparing  the  affidavit.  The  time 
of  the  execution  of  the  bill  of  sale  by  the  grantor,  and  not  the 
time  of  the  attestation  or  payment  of  the  consideration  money, 
is  the  time  which  should  be  stated  in  the  affidavit  (k). 

The  affidavit  must  show  that  the  bill  of  sale  was  duly  exe- 
cuted and  attested.  It  must  therefore  be  worded  in  such  a  way 
as  to  show  that  the  person  who  attests  the  execution  was  present 
when  the  execution  took  place  (i). 

The  affidavit  must  contain  a  description  of  the  residence  and 
occupation  of  the  person  making  or  giving  the  bill  of  sale,  and 
of  every  attesting  witness.  Any  misdescription  or  non-descrip- 
tion in  these  particulars  will  vitiate  the  bill  of  sale  {k). 

The  object  of  the  form  and  requisitions  prescribed  in  the 
Act  is  to  affi)rd  to  creditors  and  parties  interested  a  true  idea  of 
the  position  in  life  of  the  vendor,  and  to  give  such  a  description 
of  the  residence  and  occupation  of  the  vendor  and  the  witnesses 
as  would  enable  persons  interested  in  the  matter  to  trace  out 
who  is  the  person  giving  the  bill  of  sale,  and  who  the  witnesses 
are,  so  as  to  asceilain  the  bona  fides  of  the  transaction  (l). 

It  is  not  sufficient  that  the  bill  of  sale  contains  the  required 
description,  the  affidavit  must  also  contain  them  (m),  and  the 
description  of  every  witness  is  necessary,  if  there  are  more  than 
one  (n).  If,  however,  the  affidavit  sufficiently  refers  to  and 
incorporates    the    description    in    the    attestation    clause,   an 


Chap.  IV. 
Sect.  1. 


(/)  The  affidavit  must  be  filed  at 
the  same  time  as  the  bill  of  sale. 
The  clerk  has  no  anthority  to  receive 
the  one  without  the  other.  GrindeU 
V.  Brendon,  6  C.  B.  N.  S.  702. 

(g)  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  31,  s.  10,  ss.  2. 

(h)  DarviU  v.  Terry,  6  H.  &  N. 
807. 

(i)  Sharpe  v.  Birch,  8  Q.  B.  D.  Ill ; 
Ford  V.  Kettle,  9  Q.  B.  D.  139  ;  Be 
MouUon,  51  L.  J.  Ch.  824. 

(k)  Briggs  v.  Boss,  L.  R.  3  Q.  B. 


270.  An  affidavit  describing  the 
grantor's  residence  and  occupation 
*'  to  the  best  belief  "  of  the  deponent 
has  been  held  sufficient.  Roe  v. 
Bradshaw,  L.  R.  1  £xch.  106. 

(0  Briggs  v.  Boss,  L.  R.  3  Q.  B. 
270,  per  Lord  Blackburn. 

(m)  Hatton  v.  English,  1  E.  &  B. 
94  ;  Brodrick  v.  Scale,  L.  R.  6  C.  P. 
98. 

(n)  Pickard  v.  Marriage,  1  Exch. 
D.  364. 
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incomplete  description  or  even  omission  of  description  in  such 
affidavit  may  be  thus  supplemented  (o). 

So  also  if  a  sufficient  description  be  found  in  the  introductory 
part  of  the  affidavit,  it  is  enough  (p).  The  affidavit  need  not 
state  in  terms  that  the  deponent  is  identical  with  the  attesting 
witness,  if  it  can  be  gathered  with  reasonable  certainty  that  that 
is  so  (q).  A  contradictory  statement,  however,  or  a  mis-state- 
ment, cannot  be  corrected  by  references  (r). 

The  object  of  the  statute  was  to  require  the  residence  to  be 
stated  with  such  an  amount  of  fulness  that  persons  about  to 
give  credit  should  have  sufficient  information  to  guide  them  to 
the  identity  of  the  man  whom  they  intend  to  trust ;  and  conse- 
quently that  his  residence  should  be  described  with  not  too 
minute,  but  with  reasonable  certainty  and  sufficiency  (a).  If 
the  error  in  the  description  of  residence  is  not  calculated  to 
mislead,  it  will  not  vitiate  a  bill  of  sale  (t). 

In  Brigga  v.  Boss  (u),  the  description :  *'  I  reside  at  Hanley, 
in  the  County  of  Stafford,  and  am  an  accountant/'  was  held 
sufficient.  It  was  proved  that  the  population  of  Hanley  was 
40,000  within  the  limits  of  the  Parliamentary  Borough,  and  that 
letters  addressed  to  him  with  Hanley  alone  as  the  direction  had 
reached  him. 

It  is  a  sufficient  description  of  the  residence  of  the  grantor  or 
attesting  witness  to  state  his  place  of  business  (x),  and  if  he 
be  a  clerk,  that  of  his  employer  (y). 

The  description  in  the  affidavit  of  the  residence  of  the  grantor 
must  be  that  which  is  true  at  the  time  of  swearing  the  affidavit. 


(o)  Banbury  v.  Whits,  2  H.  &  C. 
300  ;  Rcmth  v.  Roublot,  1  El.  &  El. 
860 ;  Jones  v.  Harris^  L.  R.  7  Q.  B. 
163. 

(p)  Blaiberg  v.  Parke,  10  Q.  B. 
D.  95. 

(q)  lb. ;  Rouih  v.  Rouhlot,  1  EL  & 
EL  850. 

(r)  Murray  v.  M'Kenzie,  L.  R.  10 
C,  P.  628. 

(*)  Heicer  v.  Cox,  3  EL  &  EL  433, 
per  Wightmaii;  J.  ;  Jones  v.  Harris, 


L.  R  7  Q.  B.  \^,per  Lord  Black- 
bam. 

(0  Blount  V.  Harris,  4  Q.  B.  D. 
603  ;  Ex  parU  M'Hattie,  10  Ch.  D. 
398 ;  Cooper  v.  Ihhers<m,  29  W.  R. 
666. 

(u)  L.  R.  2  Q.  B.  370. 

{x)  Attenborough  v.  Thompson^  2 
H.  &  N.  559  ;  Blackwell  v.  England, 
8  E.  &  B.  541 ;  Granty.Shaw,  L.  R. 
7  Q.  B.  700. 

(y)  Grant  v.  Shaw,  ib. 
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and  not  that  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  bill  of  sale  (z).      ^^v-  IV. 

But  the  description  is  not  rendered  incorrect  so  as  to  avoid  the 

bill  of  sale  by  the  fact  that  between  the  execution  of  the  bill  of 
sale  and  the  date  of  the  affidavit  the  grantor  has  left  his  resi- 
dence described  in  the  affidavit  for  America  (a). 

A  company  has  been  held  properly  described  as  residing  at 
its  principal  office  (&). 

With  respect  to  the  description  of  occupation,  it  has  been 
held  insufficient  to  describe  as  "  gentleman  "  only  a  clerk  in  the 
Audit  Office  (o),  or  an  attorney's  clerk  (d),  or  a  silk  buyer  (e) ; 
but  such  a  description  was  held  sufficient  where  the  party  had 
no  occupation  (/). 

The  description  "  esquire  **  alone  was  held  to  be  fatal  to  the 
validity  of  the  security  where  the  grantor  was  the  lessee  and 
manager  of  a  theatre,  and  occajtionally  acted,  but  at  the  time 
of  executing  the  bill  of  sale  had  no  actual  engagement  (g). 

When  the  grantor  was  a  clerk  in  the  Admiralty,  the  descrip- 
tion "government  clerk"  was  held  sufficient  (A).  In  the  same 
case  the  attesting  witness  was  described  as  "  insurance  clerk," 
which  was  held  to  be  primdfade  sufficient. 

In  CasUe  v.  Downton  (t),  the  grantor  was  at  the  time  he 
executed  the  bill  of  sale  a  commercial  traveller  selling  on  com- 
mission, and  the  affidavit  stated  that  he  ''  was  until  lately  a 
commercial  town  traveller  or  agent/'  This  was  held  to  be 
insufficient. 

In  Briggs  v.  Boas  {k)  the  attesting  witness  in  his  affidavit 
described  himself  as  "  an  accountant,"  residing  at  ELanley.     He 


(z)  Button  V.  (/NeiU,  4  C.  P.  D.  (/)  Morevmd  v.  SoiUh  Yorkshire 

354.  Railway  Co.,  3  H.  &  N.  798  ;  Bath 

(o)  Re  Hewer,  21  Ch.  D.  875.  v.   Sutton,    ib.  382  ;    Nicholson    v. 

(6)  Shears  v.  Jacob,  L.  R.  1  C.  P.  Cooper,  ib.  384  ;  Grant  v.  Shaw,  L. 

513.  R.  7  Q.  B.  700  ;  Broderick  v.  Scale, 

(c)  AUan  v.  Thompson,  1  H.  &  N.  ib.,  6  C.  P.  98. 

15.  (9)  ^^  pa/rte  Hooman,  10  Eq.  63. 

(d)  Tut(m  V.  Saawner,  3  H.  &  N.  (h)  Grant  v.  Shaw,  L.  R.  7  Q.  B. 
293  ;  Beales  v.  Tennent,  29  L.  J.  Q.  700. 

B.  188.  (*)  6  C.  P.  D.  56. 

(«)  Adams  v.  Graham,  33  L.  J.  Q.  (k)  L.  R.  3  Q.  B.  268. 
B.  71. 
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Ohatk.  TV.      -veas  in  fact  clerk  to  an  accountant  residing  at  Manchester,  wbo 

Sect.  1. 

'- —  had  an  office  with  his  name  upon  it  at  Hanley.    The  witness 

was  his  managing  clerk,  and  occasionally  did  business  as  an 
accountant  on  his  own  account  The  description  was  held 
sufficient.  But  in  Larchinv.  North  Western  Deposit  Ba7ik{l), 
where  the  grantor  was  clerk  in  the  accountant's  department  at 
the  Euston  Square  Station  of  the  London  and  North  Western 
Railway,  and  was  described  in  the  affidavit  as  an  accountant,  it 
was  held  that  the  requirements  of  the  statute  were  not  satisfied, 
though  in  his  leisure  time  he  was  employed  to  value  a  trades- 
man's books. 

Where  a  bill  of  sale  and.  the  affidavit  described  grantors  who 
were  father  and  son  as  mantle-makers,  carrying  on  business 
together  under  a  specified  firm,  but  at  the  time  the  bill  of  sale 
was  executed  the  partnership  between  them  had  been  dis- 
solved and  the  business  was  carried  on  by  the  father  alone,  the 
son  being  in  his  employment  as  clerk,  it  was  held  that  there 
was  no  misdescription  (m). 

Casual  or  temporary  occupation  need  not  be  stated,  but  only 
the  fixed  business  by  which  a  man  gains  his  living  (n).  When 
the  description  is  primd  fdcie  sufficient,  the  onus  lies  on  those 
who  say  it  is  not  to  show  that  the  person  is  not  what  he  ia 
described  (o).  Apparent  absence  of  occupation  will  not,  if  there 
be  in  fact  occupation,  justify  non-description  of  it(p),  but  if 
no  occupation  is  stated,  the  omis  of  proving  occupation  is  on 
those  who  impugn  the  validity  of  the  bill  of  sale  (q).  When  the 
attesting  witness  is  of  no  occupation,  his  description  in  tbe 
affidavit  may  be  left  in  blank  (r). 

A  widow  who  at  the  time  of  giving  the  bill  of  sale  had 
actually  ceased  to  carry  on  her  former  occupation  of  a  publican. 


(J)  L.  R.  10  Exch.  64.  (p)  Smith  v.  Cheese,  1  C.  P.  D. 

(m)  Ex  parU  Popple\oell,  21  Ch.  60;    Sviton  v.  Bath,   3  H.   &    N. 

D.  80.  382. 

(n)  SutUm  V.  Bath,  3  H.  &  N.  (q)  Morewood  v.  South   Yorkshire 

382  ;  Ex  parte  National  Mercantile  Raiboay  Co.,  3  H.  &  N.  798. 

BanJk,  15  Ch.  D.  50.  (r)  Ex  parte   Young,  28  W.    R. 

(o)  Grant  v.  Shaw,  L.  R.  7  Q.  B.  924. 
700. 
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but  who  inteDded  shortly  to,  and  did  afterwards  resume  such      Chap.  IV. 
occupation,  may  sufficiently  describe  herself  as  "  widow  "  («).        — 


If  the  bill  of  sale  is  made  or  given  subject  to  any  defeasance,  Defeaaance  or 
or  condition  or  declaration  of  trust  not  contained  in  the  body  be  regiatered. 
thereof,  such  defeasance,  condition,  or  declaration  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  part  of  the  bill,  and  shall  be  written  on  the  same 
paper  or  parchment  therewith  before  the  registration,  and  shall 
be  truly  set  forth  in  the  copy  filed  under  this  Act  therewith 
and  as  part  thereof,  otherwise  the  registration  shall  be  void  (t). 

In  case  one  or  more  bills  of  sale  are  given,  comprising  in  Priority  of  bilU 

OI   HftlA 

whole  or  in  part  any  of  the  same  chattels,  they  shall  have 
priority  in  the  order  of  date  of  their  registration  respectively 
as  regards  such  chattels  (u). 

A  transfer  or  assignment  of  a  registered  bill  of  sale  need  not  Transfer  of  bill 

«  •   .        J  /  V  of  sale  need  not 

be  registered  (v).  ^  registered. 

The  registration  of  a  bill  of  sale  must  be  renewed  every  five  Renewal  of 
years,  and  if  a  period  of  five  years  elapses  from  the  registration  ^^  ^  ^^ 
or  renewed  registration  of  a  bill  of  sale  without  a  renewal  or 
further  renewal,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  registration  shall  be 
void  (x).  Upon  the  re-registration  of  a  bill  of  sale,  the 
affidavit  must  set  forth  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
parties  as  stated  in  the  bill  of  sale,  though  such  description 
may  be  en*oneous  (y). 

Every  bill  of  sale  shall  be  duly  attested,  and  shall  be  registered  K«g>s*ratJon  of 
within  seven  clear  days  after  the  execution  thereof;  or  if  it  is 
executed  in  any  place  out  of  England,  then  within  seven  clear 
days  after  the  time  at  which  it  would  arrive  in  England,  if 
posted  immediately  after  the  execution  thereof,  and  shall  truly 
set  forth  the  consideration  for  which  it  was  given^  otherwise 


(«)  Ex  parte  Chapman,  45  L.  T.  N. 

S.  26a 

(t)  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  31,  B.  10,  88.  3. 
See  Robinson  v.  CoUingwood,  17  C. 
B.  N.  S.  777  ;  Ex  parte  Souikam,  17 
Eq.  578  ;  Ex  parte  Collins,  10  Ch. 
367  ;  Ex  parte  Odell,  10  Ch.  D.  76  ; 
Ex  parte  PoppUwdl,  21  Ch.  D.  80. 

(tt)  41  &  42  Vict  c.  31,  B.  10.  A 
bill  of  sale  attested  and  registered 


under  the  Act  takes  priority  ove 
one  that  is  eariier  in  date  but  un- 
attested and  unregistered.  Connelly 
v.  Stear,  7  Q.  B.  D.  520. 

(v)  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  31,  a.  10 
(«)  41  &  42  Vict  c.  31, 8. 11.    See 
as  to  mode  of  renewal,  ib. 

{y)  Ex  parU  TFebster,  22  Ch.  D. 
136. 
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Statement  of 
ccDsidoration. 


spch  bill  of  sale  shall  be  void  in  respect  of  the  personal  chattels 

-  comprised  therein  (z). 

The  consideration  must  be  set  forth  in  the  body  of  the  deed  ; 
if  not  truly  stated  there  a  correct  statement  contained  in  a 
receipt  at  the  foot  of  the  deed  will  not  satisfy  the  statute,  such 
receipt  not  being  part  of  the  deed  (a).  The  consideration  re- 
quired to  be  stated  is  that  which  the  grantor  receives  for  giving 
the  bill  of  sale,  not  necessarily  the  amount  to  be  secured  by 
the  deed  (&).  If  part  of  the  consideration  stated  on  a  bill  of 
sale  is  by  the  grantor's  direction  given  at  the  time  of  the  execu- 

*tion  of  the  deed  applied  in  satisfying  a  then  existing  debt 
owing  by  him,  the  money  so  applied  may  be  properly  stated 
in  the  deed  to  be  money  then  paid  to  him  (c). 

The  amount  of  the  expenses  incident  to  the  preparation  of 
the  bill  of  sale  is  not  such  a  ''  then  existing  debt  owing  by  the 
grantor,"  and  the  deduction  of  it  from  the  amount  stated  to  be 
advanced  as  the  considemtion  will  invadidate  the  bill  of  sale  ((2). 
So,  also,  if  a  specified  sum  of  money  be  stated  to  be  the  con- 
sideration of  a  bill  of  sale,  and  it  appears  that  the  whole  of  that 
sum  was  not  paid  to  the  borrower,  but  a  deduction  was  made 
for  commission  on  the  loan  and  expenses  (e),  or  for  interest  and 
expenses  (/),  the  bill  of  sale  is  invalidated.  So,  also,  when  a 
bill  of  sale  was  expressed  to  be  made  "  in  consideration  of  oOZ. 
by  the  assignee  paid  to  the  assignor  at  or  before  the  execution 
of  the  deed  ; "  but  it  appeared  that  2bl,  was  kept  back  by  the 
lender  for  future  rent  of  the  borrower's  house  and  for  his  own 
better  security,  it  was  held  that  the  consideration  was  not  truly 
stated  {g). 


{z)  45  &  46  Vict.  c.  43,  8.  8.  The 
clause  is  not  retrospective.  Hickson 
V.  Darlow,  W.  N.  (1883),  26,  31  W. 
R.  361. 

(a)  Ex  parte  Charing  Crass  Bank, 
16  Ch.  D.  35. 

(6)  Ex  parU  ChaUinor,  16  Ch.  D. 
260. 

(c)  Ex  parte  Firth,  19  Ch.  D.  419, 
overruling  Ex  parte  National  Mer^ 
cantile  Bank,  15  Ch.  D.  42,  and  Ex 


parU  Clialiinor,  16  Ch.  D.  260,  so  far 
as  they  decided  that  the  expenses 
incidental  to  the  deed  niiglit  be 
deducted  from  the  amount  stated  to 
be  advanced. 

{d)  Ex  parte  Firih,  19  Ch.  D.  419. 

(e)  Hamilton  v.  Chaine,  7  Q.  B.  D. 
319. 

(f)  Ex  parte  Charing  Cross  BanJc, 
16  Ch.  D.  34. 

(g)  Ex  parU  Bolph,  19  Ch.  D.  100. 
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The  Act  does  not  require  a  collateral  agreement  between  the      Cb&p.  iv. 

grantor  and  grantee  as  to  the  application  of  the  consideration *■ — 

to  be  set  forth  (k).    Wliat  the  borrower  means  to  do  with  the 
money  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  consideration  moving  fi*om 
the  borrower  to  the  lender.    The  fact  that  part  of  the  money 
may  have   gone   to   pay  off  debts  to  other  persons  with  the 
grantor's  assent  does  not  render  the  statement  of  consideration 
inaccurate.     It  is  competent  to  him  to  direct  what  should  be 
paid  to  himself  and  what  should  be  paid  to  others  on  his  be- 
half (i).   A  distinction  has  also  been  taken  between  strict  literal 
accuracy  and  accuracy  with  respect  to  either  the  legal  or  the 
business  or  mercantile  effect  of  the  matters  set  forth  (k).    Thus, 
where  A.  being  indebted  to  B.  gave  him  a  bill  of  sale  to  secure 
the  sum  of  7,350Z.,  which  on  stating  the  accounts  between  them 
was  found  to  be  the  balance  due,  and  by  such  bill  of  sale  this 
sum  was  to  be  paid  by  A,  with  interest,  on  demand  in  writing, 
and  the  bill  of  sale  recited  that  B.  had  agreed  to  lend  A.  7,3502., 
and  the  consideration  for  such  bill  of  sale  was  stated  therein  to 
be  7,350{.  thus  paid  by  B.  to  A.,  it  was  held  that  the  bill  of  sale 
truly  set  forth  the  consideration,  although  no  money  in  fact 
passed  from  B.  to  A.  at.  the  time  the  bill  of  sale  was  given  (I). 
So,  also,  where  A  sold  a  brewery  and  certain  chattels  to  B.  for 
2,5002.,  and  B.  sold  his  bargain  to  C,  whereupon  A.  and  B. 
executed  a  conveyance  to  C,  but  C.  being  only  able  to  pay  A. 
5002.,  gave  A.  a  mortgage  of  the  brewery  and  chattels  to  secure 
the  balance  of  2,0002.  due  to  A,  which  was  expressed  to  be 
given  "  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  2,0002.  to  C.  paid  by  A. 
immediately  before  the  execution  of  these  presents,"  it  was  held 
that  the  consideration  was  truly  stated  (m). 

A  collateral  agreement,  such  as  an  agreement  not  to  register, 
need  not  be  stated.  It  is  not  part  of  the  consideration  for  the 
deed  (n). 

(h)  Ex  parte  National  Mercantile  (Q  lb.    See  Carrard  v.  Meek,  50 

JBank,  15  Ch.  D.  42  ;  Ex  parte  Rolph^  L.  J.  Q.  B.  187  ;   comp.  Ex  parU 

19  Ch.  D.  100.  Bertoick,  29  W.  R.  292  ;  Ex  parte 

(t)  Hamlyn  v.  BetteUy,  5  C.  P.  D.  Carter,  12  Ch.  D.  908. 

327.  (m)  Ex  parte  Bolland,  21  Ch.  D. 

(k)  Credit  Co.  v.  Pott,  6  Q.  B.  D.  643. 

299,  per  Brett,  L.  J.  (n)  Ex  parU  Popplerctll,  21  Ch.  80. 
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Chap.  IV. 
Sect.  1. 

Schednle  of 
property. 


Form  of  bill  of 
lale. 


Attestation. 


Bill  of  sale  not 
to  affect  after- 
acquired  pro- 
perty. 


Chattels  not  to 
be  remoTod  or 
sold. 


Bill  of  sale  under 
802.  Toid. 

Trade  machineiy. 


Every  bill  of  sale  to  which  the  Act  applies  shall  have  annexed 
to  it  or  written  upon  it  a  schedule  containing  an  inventory  of 
the  personal  chattels  comprised  in  the  bill  of  sale,  and  such  bill 
of  sale  with  certain  exceptions  shall  have  effect  only  in  respect 
of  the  chattels  specifically  described  in  the  schedule,  and  except 
as  against  the  grantor  shall  be  void  in  respect  of  the  personal 
chattels  not  so  specifically  described  (o). 

A  bill  of  sale  made  or  given  by  way  of  security  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money  by  the  grantor  thereof  shall  be  void,  unless 
made  in  accordance  with  the  form  in  the  schedule  annexed  to 
the  Act  {p ). 

The  execution  of  every  bill  of  sale  by  the  grantor  shall  be 
attested  by  one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses,  not  being 
a  party  or  parties  thereto.  It  need  not  be  attested  or  explained 
to  the  grantor  by  a  solicitor  (q), 

A  bill  of  sale  is  void  except  as  to  the  grantor  in  respect  of 
after-acquired  chattels,  with  the  exception  of  growing  crops 
separately  assigned  or  charged  where  such  crops  were  actually 
growing  at  the  time  when  the  bill  of  sale  was  executed,  or  of 
fixtures  separately  assigned  or  charged  (?•).  Fixtures  or  grow- 
ing crops  are  not  to  be  deemed  separately  assigned  when  the 
land  passes  by  the  same  instrument  (a). 

All  personal  chattels  seized  or  of  which  possession  is  taken 
under  any  bill  of  sale  shall  remain  on  the  premises  where  they 
were  so  seized  or  taken  possession  of,  and  shall  not  be  removed 
or  sold  until  after  the  expiration  of  five  days  from  the  day  they 
were  so  seized  or  taken  possession  of  (t). 

Every  bill  of  sale  made  or  given  in  consideration  of  any  sum 
less  than  SOL  shall  be  void  (u). 

Trade  machinery  as  defined  in  the  clause  is  to  be  deemed 


(o)  46  &  46  Vict.  c.  43,  8.  4. 
Under  the  Act  of  1878,  a  bill  of  eale 
was  good  as  between  grantor  and 
grantee,  although  not  attested  or 
registered  under  the  Act.  Davis  v. 
Goodman,  5  C.  P.  D.  128. 

(p)  45  &  46  Vict,  c  43,  s.  9.  See 
Wilion  V.  Kirhcood,  W.  N.  (1883) 


40,  as  to  inserting  rate  of  interest 

{q)  45  &  46  Vict  c  43,  s.  10. 

(r)  45  &  46  Vict  c.  43,  ss.  6,6. 

(«)  41  &  42  Vict  c  31,  s.  7.  See 
Ex  parte  Moore^s  Banking  Co,,  14  Ch. 
D.  379. 

(0  45  &  46  Vict  c.  43,  s.  13. 

(u)  lb.  s.  12. 
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personal  chattels  (x).    Where  trade  machinery  is  put  in  substi-      C1i*p.  IV. 
tution  for  any  trade  machinery  which  is  already  the  subject  of '■ — 


a  bill  of  sale,  the  new  machinery  is  not  covered  by  the  old 
security.  There  must  be  a  registration  of  the  new  machinery  (y). 

Where  machinery  on  land  is  mortgaged  together  with  the 
land,  this  does  not  constitute  a  bill  of  sale  of  the  machinery, 
but  where  machinery  is  only  trade  machinery,  and  is  conveyed 
by  bill  of  «ale  distinct  from  the  land  mortgaged,  the  Act 
applies  (z). 

Every  instrument,  except  a  mining  lease,  whereby  a  power  of  InBtrumentB 
distress  is  given  or  agi*eed  to  be  given  by  way  of  security  for  distress  wlthia 
any  debt,  and  whereby  rent  is  reserved  as  a  mode  of  providing  *^*  ^^^ 
for  the  payment  of  interest  on  such  debt  or  advance,  or  other- 
wise for  the  purpose  of  the  security  only,  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
a  bill  of  sale  of  personal  chattels  which  may  be  seized  or  taken 
under  such  power  of  distress  (a).    The  section  does  not  extend 
to  the  case  of  a  demise  by  a  mortgagee  in  possession  to  the 
mortgagor,  as  his  tenant  at  a  reasonable  rent  of  any  estate  or 
interest  in  any  land,  tenement,  or  hereditament  (6). 

Personal  chattels  assigned  under  a  bill  of  sale  shall  not  be  Bill  of  sale  with 
liable  to  be  seized  or  taken  possession  of  by  the  grantee  for  any  ^^p't^^^in 
other  than  the  following  causes : — First,  if  the  grantor  shall  events,  to  be 
make  default  in  payment  of  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  thereby 
received  at  any  time  therein  provided  for  payment  or  in  the 
performance  of  an}*  covenant  or  agreement  contained  in  the 
bill  of  sale  and  necessary  for  maintaining  the  security ;  secondly, 
if  the  grantor  shall  become  bankrupt  or  suffer  the  said  goods 
or  any  of  them  to  be   distrained   for  rent,  rates,  or  taxes; 
thirdly,  if  the  grantor  shall  fraudulently  either  remove  or  suffer 
the  said  goods  or  any  of  them  to  be  removed  from  the  premises; 
fourthly,  if  the  grantor  shall  not  without  reasonable  excuse, 
upon  demand  in  writing  by  the  grantee,  produce  to  him  his  last 
receipts  for  rent,  rates,  and  taxes;  fifthly,  if  execution  shall 


(x)  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  31,  8.  5.  &  B.  876. 
ly)  46  &  46  Vict.  c.  43,  s.  6.  (a)  41  &  42  Vict  c.  31  s.  6. 

(2)  Mather  v.  Fraser,  2  K.  &  J.  (6)  lb. 

636  ;    WaUrfall  v.  Penistone,  6  E. 
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Cjj*P-  IV-      have  been  levied  against  the  goods  of  the  grantor  under  any 
'■ —  judgment  at  law  (c). 


The  grantor  may  within  five  days  from  the  seizure  or  taking 
possession  of  any  chattels  on  account  of  any  of  \he  above- 
mentioned  causes  apply  for  an  order  to  restrain  the  grantee 
from  removing  or  selling  the  said  chattels,  and  the  court  or 
judge,  if  satisfied  that  by  payment  of  money  or  otherwise  the 
said  cause  of  seizure  no  longer  exists^  will  gi'ant  it  or  make  such 
other  order  as  may  seem  just  (S). 
AasigDmeiii  Transactions  which  have  for  their  object  the  defeating  or 

too^i^n.        defrauding  of  creditors  must  be  carefully  distinguished  from 

cases  where  a  sale  or  assignment  or  other  conveyance  merely 
amounts  to  giving  a  preference  to  one  creditor  or  to  one  set 
of  creditors  over  another.  The  law  tolerates  assignments 
giving  one  creditor  a  preference  over  another.  The  fact 
that  a  man  may  have  assigned  the  whole  or  the  bulk  of  his 
property  to  a  creditor  or  set  of  creditors  and  that  the  assign- 
ment may  have  been  expressly  made  with  the  intent  to  benefit 
some  creditors  (e),  or  to  defeat  the  claim  of  a  particular  creditor 
is  of  no  consequence  under  the  common  law  or  under  the 
Statute  of  Elizabeth,  if  the  consideration  be  adequate  (/),  and 
the  bill  of  sale  or  assignment  be  not  a  contrivance  resorted  to 
by  the  debtor  as  a  mere  cloak  for  retaining  a  personal  benefit 
in  his  own  favour  (g).  A  payment  is  bond  fide  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Statute  of  Elizabeth,  if  it  is  intended  to  be  a 
payment,  and  a  security  is  bond  fide  if  it  was  intended  to  be  a 
security,  even  though  the  debtor  knew  he  was  insolvent,  and 
even  although  the  creditor  who  accepted  the  money  knew  it. 
The  meaning  of  the  Statute  is  that  the  debtor  must  not  retain 
a  benefit  for  himself.  It  has  no  regard  whatever  to  the  question 
of  preference  or  priority  amongst  the  creditors  of  the  debtor. 
The  creditor  of  an  insolvent  debtor  who  dies  without  having 


(c)  45  &  46  Vict  c.  43,  s.  7.  Wood  v.  DixU,  7  Q.  B.  892  ;  HoUy. 

(d)  lb.  Saloan  Omnibus  Co,,  4  Drew.  492  ; 

(e)  Alton  V.  Harrison,  4  Ch.  625.  Middleton  v.  Pollock,  2  Ch.  D.  106  ; 
(/)  Holhird  v.  Anderson,  5  T.  R.  ExparU  Games,  12  Ch.  D.  321. 

235  ;  Eshcick  v.  Caillavd,  ib.  420 ;  {g)  Alton  v.  Harrisoji,  4  Ch.  625  ; 

Piekstock  v.  Lyster,  3  M.  &  S.  371  ;  Ex  parte  Games,  12  Ch.  D.  321. 
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been  adjudicated  a  bankrupt  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  any      Chap.  iv. 
payment  or  security  made  or  given  by  the  debtor  (h). 


Assignments,  conveyances^  or  gifts,  though  not  fraudulent  Fraud  upon 
within  the  Statute  13  Eliz.  c.  5,  may  be  fraudulent  as  against  ^J^  bankrup/^ 
ci'editors  within  the  provisions  of  the  bankrupt  laws.  Any  i*'^- 
transfer  which  is  fraudulent  within  the  meaning  of  the  Statute 
of  Elizabeth  is  also  fraudulent  and  an  act  of  bankruptcy  under 
the  bankrupt  law,  and  void  as  against  assignees  upon  an 
insolvency  (i).  But  a  conveyance  to  a  creditor  of  his  whole 
property,  or  of  the  whole  of  his  property  with  an  exception 
merely  nominal,  in  consideration  of  a  bygone  or  pre-existing 
debt,  though  not  fi-audulent  within  the  Statute  of  Elizabeth, 
is  fraudulent  under  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  and  an  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy (k).  The  principle  of  the  bankrupt  laws  being  the 
equal  distribution  of  the  property  and  eflFects  of  a  bankrupt 
among  his  creditors  (l),  acts  which  are  done  with  the  object 
of  preventing  an  equal  distribution  of  the  property  and  effects 
of  a  bankrupt  among  his  creditors  are  fraudulent  within  the 
meaning  of  those  laws  (m).  The  assignment  accordingly  by  a 
man  of  the  whole  of  his  estate  and  effects,  or  of  the  whole  with 
a  colourable  exception  of  part  only  under  such  circumstances 
as  necessarily  to  defeat  and  delay  his  creditors,  is  a  fraud 
within  the  meaning  of  those  laws,  although  there  be  no  actual 
moral  fraud  (n).  But  where  there  is  a  substantial  exception 
out  of  the  debtor's  property,  such  an  exception  as  might  possi- 
bly enable  him  to  carry  on  his  trade  with  advantage,  an  assign- 
ment of  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  his  property  cannot  be  neces- 
sarily and  by  force  of  law,  without  reference  to  extrinsic  circum- 
stances showing  fraud,  an  act  of  bankruptcy  (a).  In  such  a 
case  it  would  be  necessary  to  prove  some  other  circumstances 

(h)  MiddleUm  v.  Pollock^  2  Ch.  D.  35  ;  TFoodJwuse  v.  Murray^  L.  R  2 

108.  Q.  B.  637  ;  Allen  v.  Bonnett,  6  Ch. 

(i)  Doe  V.  Ball,  11  M.  &  W.  531.  577  ;  Re  Wood,  7  Ch.  305  ;  Ex  parte 

{k)  Allm  V.  Bonneit,  6  Ck.  580 ;  King,    2    Cli.   D.    263 ;    Ex   parte 

Re  Wood,  7  Ch.  302.  Stevens,  20  Eq.  786  ;  Ex  parte  Payne, 

(I)  Woodham  v.  Murray,  L.  R.  2  11  Ch.  D.  539. 
Q.  B.  637.  (o)  Pennell  v.  Reynolds,  U'C.  B. 

(m)  Young  v.  Waud,  8  Exch.  234.  N.  S.  709  ;  Loinax  v.  Buxton,  L.  R. 

(h)  Smith  V.  Cannan,  2  E.  &  B.  6  C.  P.  112, per  Willes,  J.. 
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CliAp.  IV. 
Sect  1. 


Antjniment  for 
an  adranoe  of 
money  is  not 
fraudulent. 


besides  the  mere  executlou  of  the  deed  to  satisfy  the  Court  that 
it  was  intended  to  be  a  fraud  upon  creditors  (p).  Wliether 
an  exception  is  substantial  enough  depends  on  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  (q).  If  the  propei*ty  excepted  out  of  the 
assignment  is  property  which  cannot  be  taken  in  execution  by 
a  creditor,  it  does  not  constitute  a  substantial  exception  (r). 
Kor  is  there  a  substantial  exception  when  a  ti-ader  assigns 
everything  except  his  household  furniture  and  book  debts  of 
small  value  (s).  So  also  a  deed  is  invalid  although  a  substan- 
tial part  of  the  property  be  not  comprised  in  it,  if  the  neces- 
sary consequence  of  it  be  to  cause  insolvency  or  to  defeat  and 
delay  creditors  {t).  The  rule  applies  with  peculiar  force,  if  the 
fact  of  his  embarrassed  circumstances  be  known  or  must  be 
necessarily  taken  to  be  known  to  the  assignee  (u).  In  deter- 
mining whether  a  bill  of  sale  comprises  the  whole  of  the 
debtor's  property,  the  value  of  his  book  debts  is  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  (x). 

The  assignment  by  a  trader  of  his  property  and  eflTects  for  a 
present  advance  of  money  is  not  necessarily  a  fraud  upon  the 
bankrupt  laws,  though  the  whole  of  his  stock,  present  and 
future,  is  included  in  the  conveyance.  A  present  substantial 
advance  puts  the  transaction  upon  the  same  footing  as  an 
assignment  with  a  substantial  exception  of  part  of  the  pro- 
perty. The  advance  may  be  the  means  of  enabling  him  to  go 
on  with  his  trade,  and  so  the  transaction  may  be  beneficial  to 
creditors.  If  the  conveyance  be  made  bondjide  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  him  to  carry  on  his  business,  it  cannot  be 
called  a  fraudulent  act  as  tending  to  defeat  or  delay  creditors, 
although  the  property  or  effects  have  been  sold  or  pledged  for 
a  sum  less  than  their  value.  A  bond  fide  sale  of  goods  in  a 
season  of  pressure  by  a  trader  for  whatever  ready  money  can  be 
obtained  is  valid,  though  the  price  be  small.      The  proportion 


ip)  Il>. 

{q)  Ex  parU  King,  2  Ch.  D,  263, 

per  Mellish,  L.  J. 

(r)  Ex  parte  HawJcer,  7  Ch.  214. 

(»)  Ex  parte  Bland,  6  D.  M.  &  G. 
761. 

(0  Smiih  V.  Cannaii,  2  E.  &  B,  45  ; 


Youngv,  Waud,  8Exch.  221;  Ex  parte 
Wensley,  1  D.  J.  &  S.  281  ;  Re  Wood, 
7  Ch.  305. 

(w)  Young  v.  Fletcher,  3  H.  &  C. 
732, 

(x)  Ex  parte  Burton,  13  Ch.  D. 
102  J  Ex  parte  Field,  ib.  106  n. 
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i?hich  the  sum  raised  bears  to  the  value  of  the  property  sold 
or  pledged  is  a  circumstance  to  be  considered  in  determining 
-whether  the  transaction  is  boTid  fide  or  not,  but  it  is  not  con- 
clusive that  it  is  fraudulent  {y).  It  is  for  the  Court  to  say 
-whether,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  effect  of 
the  assignment  is  to  defeat  or  delay  creditors  {z).  li,  however, 
there  was  in  the  minds  of  the  parties  the  sinister  object  of  de- 
feating or  delaying  creditors^  the  advance  of  even  a  substantial 
pai-t  of  the  value  of  the  property  at  the  time  of  the  assignment 
will  not  make  the  transaction  valid.  But  the  Court  will  not 
hold  that  a  deed  conveying  property  in  consideration  of  a 
present  advance  which  bears  a  substantial  proportion  to  the 
value  of  the  propeily  to  be  invalid  unless  it  is  satisfied  that 
there  exists  an  intention  to  defeat  and  delay  and  conse- 
quently to  defraud  creditors ;  and  that  object  must  be  the 
object  not  only  of  the  bankrupt  but  also  of  the  party  who  is 
dealing  with  him.  A  person  dealing  bond  fide  with  the  bank- 
nipt  would  be  safe.  Unless  he  knows,  or  from  the  very  nature 
of  the  transaction  must  be  taken  necessarily  to  have  known, 
that  the  object  was  to  defeat  or  delay  creditors,  the  deed 
cannot  be  impeached  (a).  A  conveyance  by  a  trader  of  all  his 
property  was  held  fraudulent  upon  creditors  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  bankrupt  laws,  even  though  made  in  consideration 
of  marriage,  it  being  shown  that  the  wife  was  cognizant  of  the 
embarrassed  state  of  the  husband's  affairs  (6). 

An  assignment  of  all  a  trader  s  effects  to  secure  a  present 
advance  or  present  and  future  advances  bond  fide  agreed  to  be 
made  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  can*y  on  his  business, 
is  not  an  act  of  bankruptcy  (c).  So,  also,  an  assignment  by  a 
trader  of  all  his  effects  to  secure  an  advance  to  enable  him  to 


ChAp.  IV. 
Sect.  1. 


(y)  BUilegtone  v.  Cooke,  6  E.  &  B. 
307  ;  Bell  v.  Simpson,  2  H.  &  N. 
410 ;  Pmnell  v.  Reynolds,  11  C.  B. 
N.  S.  709.  See  Ex  parte  fVensley,  1 
D.  J.  &  S.  281. 

(z)  Lee  v.  Hart,  11  Exch.  880; 
Pennell  v.  Reynolds,  11  C.  B.  N.  S. 
709  ;  Ex  parte  CoJien,  7  Ch.  22  ;  Ex 
parte  Cooper,  10  Ch.  D.  325. 


(a)  Pennell  v.  Reynolds,  11  C.  R 
N.  S.  722  ;  Fraser  v. Letry,GH.&N. 
16.     See  Re  Colemere,  1  Ch.  128. 

(6)  Colomhine  v.  PenhaU,  1  Sm.  & 
G.  228  ;  Bulmer  v.  Hunter,  8  Eq.  49. 

(c)  Hutton  v.  CnUtweU,  1  E.  &  B. 
15  ;  BittlesUme  v.  Cooke,  6  E.  &  B. 
296  ;  Harris  v.  Rickett,  4  H.  &  N.  1  ; 
Ex  parte  Dann,  17  Ch.  D,  26, 
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Chap.  IV. 
Sect  1. 


satisfy  a  pressing  demand  and  thus  to  continue  his  business,  is 
not  of  itself  an  act  of  bankruptcy  (d) ;  and,  if  the  advance  be 
to  pay  off  a  subsisting  charge  on  the  property,  the  transaction 
will  be  protected,  although  the  security  is  not  transferred,  but  a 
new  mortgage  is  executed  (e),  even  although  the  person  ad- 
vancing the  money  had  notice  of  an  act  of  bankiniptcy  committed 
by  the  debtor  (/). 

A  security  comprising  all  the  debtor's  property  for  an  existing 
debt  arising  from  a  loan  previously  made  will  not  be  an  act  of 
bankruptcy  if  it  is  made  in  performance  of  an  agreement, 
whether  written  or  parol  (g),  bond  fide  entered  into  at  the  time 
of  the  loan  (A).  But  an  agreement  of  this  sort  will  not  protect 
the  transaction,  if  it  is  not  absolute  but  conditional  to  give  a 
security  on  the  request  of  the  creditor,  and  such  request  is 
purposely  postponed  until  the  debtor  is  in  a  state  of  insolvency 
in  order  to  pi-event  the  destruction  of  his  credit  which  would 
result  from  registering  the  deed  (^)•  Such  a  transaction  will  be 
regarded  as  evidence  of  a  design  to  commit  a  fraud  on  the 
general  creditors  Qc).  Nor  can  a  man  under  a  secret  un- 
registered agreement  borrow  money  with  which  to  cany  on 
business,  enjoy  credit,  contract  debts,  and  acquire  property 
subject  to  an  undeilaking  that  at  any  moment  he  may  be  called 
on  to  pay  the  money  or  else  to  give  up  not  merely  the  property 
he  had  at  the  time  of  the  bill  of  sale,  but  all  the  property  he 
might  have  acquired  (Z). 
AMi«nment  by  -^-^  assignment  by  a  debtor  of  all  his  property  and  effects 
debtor  partly  in  partly  as  a  Security  for  a  past  debt  and  partly  as  a  security  for  a 
a  past  debt  and   substantial  fresh  advance,  is  not  necessarily  an  act  of  bank* 

ruptcy.  If  the  assignment  is  made  not  merely  for  an  antecedent 


a  fresh  advance 
of  money. 


(d)  HvMon  V.  Cnittvcelly  1  R  &  B. 
16  ;  Harris  v.  Rickett,  4  H.  &  N.  1  ; 
Whilmore  v.  Claridge,  33  L.  J.  Q. 
B,S7;Re CoUmerey  1  Ch.  128 ;  Lomaz 
V.  BusOon,  L.  R.  6  a  P.  112. 

(e)  Ex  parte  Harris,  19  £q.  253 ; 
Ex  parte  Mutton,  14  £q.  178. 

(/)  Ex  parte  Harris,  19  Eq.  253. 
(g)  Harris  v.  RickeU,  4  H.  &  N. 
1  ;  Ex  parte  Foxley,  3  Ch.  515. 


(h)  Harris  v.  Rickett,  4  H.  &  N.  1  ; 
Mercer  v.  Peterson,  L.  R.  3  Exch. 
104  ;  Jones  v.  Harber,  L.  R.  6  Q.  B. 
77  ;  ExparU  Fisher,  7  Ch.  636 ;  Ex 
parte  Izard,  9Ch.  271. 

(i)  ExparU  Fisher,  7  Ch.  636;  Ex 
parU  Burton,  13  Ch.  D.  102. 

(k)  Ex  parU  Fisher,  7  Ch.  636. 

(0  Ex  parte  HauxwsU,  W.  N. 
(1883),  31. 
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debt  but  also  for  a  present  further  advance,  of  which  the  debtor      Chap.  iv. 

Sect.  1. 

really  has    the  advantage  and   which  he  can  apply  to  the — — 

purchase  of  stock  or  otherwise  for  his  use,  the  transaction  is 
considered  on  the  same  footing  as  if  there  was  a  substantial 
exception  out  of  the  debtor's  propei-ty,  and  is  therefore  not 
necessarily  per  oe  an  act  of  bankruptcy  (r}t).  It  is  not  necessary 
to  the  validity  of  the  transaction  that  a  security  should  be  given 
at  the  time  of  the  advance.  The  rule  applies  where  a  sum  of 
money  is  advanced  upon  the  faith  of  a  contract  that  a  bill  of 
sale  shall  be  given.  If  a  bill  of  sale  is  subsequently  given  in 
performance  of  an  agreement  entered  into  at  the  time  of  the 
further  advance,  it  stands  upon  the  same  footing,  and  will  have 
the  same  effect  with  respect  to  creditors,  as  if  it  had  been  given 
at  the  time  of  the  further  advance  (ti). 

But  if  the  giving  of  the  bill  of  sale  is  purposely  postponed  till 
the  circumstances  of  the  debtor  become  hopeless  and  he  is  on 
the  verge  of  bankruptcy,  the  antecedent  agreement  will  not 
support  it  (o).  Nor  will  the  agreement  to  give  a  bill  of  sale  be 
upheld,  if  it  appear  to  have  been  concocted  between  the  creditor 
and  the  debtor  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  remedy  which  the 
Act  as  to  bills  of  sale  intended  to  provide  for  the  benefit  of 
creditors  (p). 

In  order  that  the  execution  of  a  bill  of  a  sale  of  substantially 
the  whole  of  a  debtor's  property  and  effects  as  a  security  for  a 
pre-existing  debt^  and  further  advances  may  not  be  an  act  of 
bankruptcy,  it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  an  agreement 
binding  the  grantee  to  make  further  advances.  It  is  not 
sufficient  that  further  advances  should  have  been  in  the  con- 
templation of  the  parties,  the  deed  being  so  stamped  as  to  cover 
them  and  further  advances  having  been  actually  made  after  the 
execution  of  the  deed  (g).     But  is  enough  if  there  is  a  contem- 

(m)  Lomax  v.  Buxton^  L.  R  6  C.  Burton^  13  Ch.   D.   102  ;  Ex  parte 

P.   112  ;    AUm  v.  Bonnetty  5  Ch.  Kilner,  ib.  249. 
577  ;  Ex  parU  Fisher,  7  Ch.  642.  (p)  Ex  parte  Cohen,  7  Ch.  20;  Ex 

(n)  HiUton  v.  CrtUtvxU,  1  E.  &  B.  parte  Stevens,  20  Eq.  786  ;  Ex  parte 

15  ;    Mercer    v.   Peterson,  L.   R.   3  Haxmoell,  W.  N.  (1883),  31  ;   Ex 

Exch.  105  ;  Ex  parte  King,  2  Ch.  D.  parte  Hole,  ib.  32. 
263  ;  Ex  parte  Fisher,  7  Ch.  642.  {q)  Ex  parU  DanUj  17  Ch.  D.  26. 

(o)  Ex  parte  Fisher,  ib. ;  Ex  parte 
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CJap.  IV.      poraneous  parol  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  creditor  to  make 

further  advances  to  a  sufficient  amount,  and  such  advances  are 

afterwards  in  fact  made,  eVen  though  the  deed  contains  no 
covenant  or  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  creditor  to  make 
further  advances  (r).  In  Ex  paiie  Wilkinaon  (s),  there  was  a 
parol  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  creditor  to  make  fresh  ad- 
vances, but  no  covenant  or  written  agreement  binding  him  to 
do  so,  and  the  transaction  was  upheld. 

Where  a  bill  of  sale  comprising  the  whole  of  the  grantor's 
property  is  given  on  the  eve  of  bankruptcy  to  secure  a  pre- 
existing debt,  and  it  is  attempted  to  support  it  by  an  agreement 
alleged  to  have  been  made  at  the  time  the  money  was  advanced, 
it  is  for  the  Court  to  judge  from  all  the  surrounding  circum- 
stances whether  the  agreement  was  a  bondjide  one,  or  whether 
the  bill  of  sale  was  purposely  postponed  in  order  to  protect  the 
grantor  s  credit.  The  onvs  probandi  is  upon  the  person  who 
sets  up  the  prior  agreement  to  prove  not  only  that  the  agree- 
ment did  exist,  but  that  it  was  in  all  respects  a  bond  fde 
agreement  (£). 

It  is  not  essential  for  the  validity  of  transactions  of  this  sort 
by  way  of  security  that  the  advance  should  be  of  equal  value 
with  the  existing  debt  or  the  property  charged,  if  it  be  bondjide 
to  enable  the  debtor  to  carry  on  his  business  {\i\  Neither  is  it 
essential  that  the  equivalent  should  be  a  sum  of  money  paid 
dowD.  If  the  debtor  has  somethiug  done  for  him  that  will 
enable  him  to  carry  on  his  business,  that  will  be  a  sufficient 
equivalent,  as  where  tlie  drawer  of  bills  of  exchange  took  them 
up  at  maturity  at  the  request  of  the  acceptor  {v).  So,  also, 
where  the  agreement  was  to  supply  goods  on  credit  and  they 
were  supplied  (aj). 

To  constitute  a  substantial  advance,  it  is  not  necessary  that 
there  should  be  money  actually  paid  down.  It  is  enough  if  a 
trader  carrying  on  his  business  has  something  done  for  him 

(r)  Be  WimtanUy.  1  Ch.  D.  290.  (u)  Ex  parU  Fisher,  7  Ch.  642  ; 

(0  W.  N.  (1883),  16.  Ex  parU  Izard,  9  Ch.  271. 

(e)  Ex  parU  Kilner,   13  Ch.    D.  (v)  Ex  parU  Reed,  14  Eq.  59a 

246  ;    Ex  parte   Havxwell,  W.    N.  (x)  Ex  parte  Sheen,  I  Ch.  D.  560. 
(1883),  31 ;  Ex  parte  Hole,  ib.  32. 
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which  will  enable  him  to  continue  carrying  it  on  {y).  The 
payment  accordingly  of  bills  by  the  drawee  at  the  request  of  the  - 
acceptor  is  a  substantial  advance,  and  prevents  the  assignment 
by  a  man  of  all  his  property  and  effects  from  being  an  act  of 
bankruptcy  {yy).  An  honest  giving  of  time  to  a  trader  may  be  as 
fair  and  valuable  an  equivalent  as  an  advancement  of  money  (z). 
But  the  forbearance  of  the  grantee  of  a  bill  of  sale  to  enforce  a 
judgment  is  not  a  sufiBcient  consideration  for  an  assignment  of 
the  whole  of  the  debtor's  property  to  secure  a  past  debt  (a). 

Whether  or  not  a  further  advance  is  a  substantial  one  or  only 
intended  to  give  colour  to  a  security  which  is  in  reality  made 
only  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  pre-existing  debt,  is  a  question 
to  be  determined  on  the  circumstances  of  each  particular  case  (6). 
It  is  not  a  question  whether  the  further  advance  is  great  or 
small,  but  whether  there  was  a  bond  fide  intention  of  canying 
on  the  business  (c).  Though  however  the  smallness  of  the 
fresh  advance  does  not  necessarily  make  the  conveyance  an  act 
of  bankruptcy,  it  affords  evidence  that  the  principal  object  of 
the  parties  in  the  whole  transaction  was  not  to  enable  the  debtor 
to  continue  his  business  or  meet  his  engagements  but  to  secure 
the  past  debt  (cZ).  Though  there  may  be  an  advance  in  point  of 
form,  yet  if  from  the  mode  in  which  the  advance  is  made,  it 
comes  into  the  hands  of  the  debtor  under  such  circumstances 
that  he  does  not  get  the  real  enjoyment  of  the  money  so  ad* 
vanced,  the  advance  will  not  prevent  the  transaction  from  being 
an  act  of  bankruptcy  (e). 

The  lapse  of  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  a  deed  by  a 
trader  assigning  all  his  estate  and  effects  before  ejiyfiut  issues 
will  prevent  the  deed  from  being  invalidated  as  an  act  of 
bankruptcy  (/).    "  If,"  said  Lord  Justice  Giffard  in,  AUen  v. 


Chap.  IV. 
Sect.  1. 


(3f)  Be  TweddeU,  14  £q.  593. 

(yy)  lb. 

(z)  Philpt  V.  Hmutedty   I  Exch. 
D.  62. 

(a)  Ex  parte  Cooper^  10  Ch.  D. 
325  ;  Ex  parte  Payne^  II  Ch.D.  630. 

(b)  Ex  parte  King,  2  Ch.  D.  262 ; 
Ex  parte  Hole,  W.  N.  (1883X  32. 

(c)  Ex  parte  EUis,  2  Ch.  D.  798, 


per  Mellish,  L.  J. 

(d)  Ex  parte  Fieher,  7  Ch.  642 ; 
Pkilps  V.  Hometedt,  1  Ex.  D.  62  ; 
Ex  parte  King,  2  Ch.  D.  256. 

(e)  Graham  v.  Chapman,  12  C.  B. 
85.  See  Lomax  v.  BuxUm,  L.  R  6 
C.  P.  112,|>erWme8,  J. 

(/)  Allen  V.  Bonnett,  5  Ch.  577  ; 
Lomax  v.  Hutton,  L.  R.  6  C.  P.  112, 
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cjap.  nr.      Bonnett (a),  "the  deed  be  without  consideration  or  the  con- 

Bideration  has  been  in  substance  fictitious,  or  if  the  deed  was 

not  intended  to  operate  according  to  its  tenor  and  effect,  or  was 

a  fraudulent  preference,  or   was  void  as  being  obnoxious  to 

the  provisions  of  the  13  Eliz.  c.  5,  the  lapse  of  more  than  twelve 

months  from  its  execution  would  be  of  no  importance,  but 

where  these  circumstances  do  not  arise,  the  lapse  of  twelve 

months  before  any  fiat  issues  validates  that  which  would  be 

otherwise  impeachable  "  (h). 

fi^ei*"*  It  is  enacted  by  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  1869,  s.  6,  sub-s.  2,  that 

Bankruptcy  Act,  it  shall  be  an  act  of  bankruptcy  if  the  debtor  has  in  England  or 

flttb-Mct  2.  '      elsewhere  (i)  made  a  fraudulent  conveyance,  gift,  delivery  or 

transfer  of  his  property,  or  of  any  part  thereof.  A  bill  of  sale 
accordingly  of  his  whole  property  executed  by  a  non-trader  to 
secure  a  past  debt  was  held  to  be  an  act  of  bankruptcy  {k) 
But  where  a  creditor  has  in  his  possession  goods  belonging  to 
his  debtor  and  subject  to  a  lien  for  the  debt,  and  the  debtor 
requests  him  to  sell  the  goods  for  their  joint  benefit  and  to  pay 
himself  out  of  the  proceeds  the  amount  due  and  to  hand  over 
to  him  the  balance,  the  transaction  is  not  a  fraudulent  transfer, 
even  though  it  should  afterwards  turn  out  that  the  goods  in 
question  were  the  whole  property  of  the  debtor  (Q. 

A  sale  is  not  a  fraudulent  transfer  because  there  is  an  inten- 
tion in  the  mind  of  the  vendor  to  use  the  purchase-money  for  - 
the  purpose  of  making  a  voluntary  preference,  though  the  pur- 
chaser may  know  the  motive  of  the  sale  and  the  intention  of  the 
vendor  with  respect  to  the  proceeds  (m).  But  where  a  sheriff 
has  seized  goods  under  an  execution  and  before  sale  the  debtor 
agrees  with  the  execution  creditor  to  sell  him  the  goods  seized 
for  the  amount  of  his  debt  and  the  sheriff's  charges,  there 
is  a  fraudulent  transfer,  if  the  debtor  was  in  a  state  of  in- 
solvency (n). 


(g)  6  Ch.  581.  (l)  Philps  v.  Harrutedt,  L.  R.    8 

(h)  Ex  parU  Gameiy  12  Ch.  D.  Exch.  30,  1  Exch.  D.  62. 

321.  (m)  Ex  parte  Stuhbins,  17  Ch.  D. 

(t)  See  Ex  parte  Crispiriy  8  Ch.  68. 

374.  (n)  Ex  parU  Pearson,  8  Ch.  667. 

(k)  Re  Wood,  7  Ch.  302. 
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It  is  enacted  by  s.  92  of  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  1869,  that      <5*P-  ^* 
every  conveyance  or  transfer  of  property  or  charge  thereon 


J  ,1  1  T      ••        •  J         J  Fraudulent 

made,  every  payment  made,  every  obligation  incurred,  and  every  preference. 
judicial  proceeding  taken  or  suflFered  by  any  person  unable  to  ^'^^  ^^  ^^^ 
pay  his  debts  as  they  become  due  from  his  own  monies  (o)  in 
favour  of  any  creditor  or  any  person  in  trust  for  any  creditor, 
with  a  view  of  giving  such  creditor  a  preference  over  the  other 
creditors  {p),  shall,  if  the  person  making,  taking,  paying,  or 
suffering  the  same  become  bankrupt  within  three  months  after 
the  date  of  making,  taking,  paying,  or  suffering  the  same,  be 
deemed  fraudulent  and  void  as  against  the  trustee  in  bankruptcy ; 
but  that  this  section  shall  not  affect  the  rights  of  a  purchaser, 
payee,  or  incumbrancer  in  good  faith  and  for  valuable  considera- 
tion "  (q).  To  constitute  a  fraudulent  preference  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  clause,  the  payment  or  assignment  must  be  the  spon- 
taneous act  of  the  debtor,  and  it  must  appear  either  by  necessary 
inference  from  the  circumstances  or  by  direct  evidence  that  the 
payment  or  assignment  was  made  with  the  sole  view  of  pre- 
ferring the  creditor.  Unless  it  be  made  clearly  apparent  that 
the  debtor's  sole  motive  was  to  prefer  the  creditor  paid  to  the 
other  creditors,  the  payment  cannot  be  impeached,  even 
although  it  be  obviously  in  favour  of  the  creditor.  The  act  of 
the  debtor  is  alone  to  be  considered,  the  object  and  purpose  for 
which  the  payment  is  made  can  alone  be  enquired  into ;  yet,  if 
the  act  done  can  be  properly  referred  to  some  other  motive  or 
reason  than  that  of  giving  the  creditor  paid  a  preference  over 
the  other  creditors,  the  payment  will  not  be  held  to  be  fraudu- 
lent and  void  (r).  If  there  is  no  ground  for  imputing  such  a 
motive,  as  if  the  payment  be  made  on  the  application  of  the 
creditor,  or  under  circumstances  tending  to  interfere  with  th« 
free  will  of  the  debtor,  as  if  there  was  a  bond  fide  application  or 
pressure  on  the  part  of  the  creditor  or  some  person  having  a 

(o)  See  Ex  parte  BUickbumy  1 2  Eq.  In  deteimining  whether  « transaction 

363  ;  Butcher  v.  Stead,  7  £.  &  I.  App.  amounts  to  fraudulent   preference, 

Ca.  846,  per  Lord  Cainis.  the  Court  will  have  regard  to  the 

(p)  See  Ex  parte  Bolland,  7  Ch.  language  of  the  section.    Ex  pcurte 

27,  per  Mellish,  L.  J.  (Exparte  Top-  Griffith,  W.  N.  (1883),  26. 

ham,  8  Ch.  619,  per  Mellish,  L.  J.  (r)  Ex  parU  Tempest,  6  Ch.  74  ; 

(5)  See  Re  Cherry,  19  W.  R.  1005.  Ex  parte  Topham,  8  Ch.  619. 
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Chap.  17.      right  to  apply,  and  the  act  in  any  degree  proceeded  from  such 

'— application  or  pressure,  there  is  no  fraudulent  preference  («). 

Where,  accordingly,  a  payment  has  been  made  under  pressure  (t), 
or  goods  have  been  returned  either  from  the  hope  on  the  part  of 
the  debtor  that  he  would  obtain  further  credit  or  only  from  the 
pressure  (u),  there  is  no  fraudulent  preference.  "If,"  said  Lord 
Cairns,  in  TomJdna  v.  Saffery  (x),  "  the  payment  or  assignment 
has  been  made  under  pressure,  the  pressure  must  be  taken  to 
be  the  causa  causans  of  the  payment  or  assignment,  and  not 
any  intention  of  giving  preference  to  a  particular  creditor.*' 

But  pressure  is  not  necessary  to  prevent  a  payment  or  assign- 
ment from  being  a  fraudulent  preference.  It  is  sufficient  that 
the  payment  or  assignment  be  not  the  spontaneous  act  of  the 
debtor.  If  the  creditor  demands  payment,  pressure  is  not  neces- 
sary on  his  part  to  take  it  out  of  the  class  of  voluntary  acts.  A 
mere  bond  fide  demand  by  a  creditor  for  payment  or  for  a  security 
without  any  pressure,  is  sufficient  to  support  a  payment  or  the 
giving  of  a  security  made  in  consequence  {y).  It  is  enough 
that  there  be  such  a  demand  as  partly  to  influence  the  debtor 
in  making  the  payment  or  giving  the  security  so  that  he  did  not 
make  or  give  it  voluntarily.  There  is  in  such  a  case  no  fraudu- 
lent preference,  though  there  may  have  been  a  mixed  motive,  and 
the  creditor  may  have  been  a  friend  whom  the  debtor  wished  to 
prefer  {%),  Nor  is  it  a  fraudulent  preference  if  there  be  a  demand 
upon  a  debtor  and  a  yielding  to  that  demand  by  making  a 
payment  which  might  not  otherwise  have  been  made  so  soon  (a). 

Other  circumstances  besides  a  demand  for  payment  on  the 
part  of  the  creditor  may  rebut  the  presumption  of  fraudulent 
preference  on  the  part  of  the  debtor.  Although  the  transaction 
is  apparently  voluntary  if  the  effect  of  the  evidence  is  to  show 
that  the  desire  to  give  a  fraudulent  preference  was  not  the 

(«)  lb.  J.  24  ;  Ex  parte  Tempest,  6  Ch.  74. 

It)  Ex  parte  Kevan,  9   Ch.  768.  (2)  Ex  parU  Tempest,  6  Ch.  74 ; 

See  Ex  parU  Holliday,  8  Ch.  287.  Ex  parU  BoUand,  7  Ch.  26  ;    Ex 

(ti)  Ex  parU  Topham,  8  Ch.  620  ;  parU  Topham,  8  Ch.  620. 
Bmith  V.  Pilgrirn,  2  Ch.  D.  127.  (a)  Tomkine  v.  Saffery,  3  App.  Ca. 

(x)  3  App.  Ca.  225.  235,   per    Lord    Blackburn.      See 

(y)  Straduin  v.  BarUm,  11  Exch.  Strachan  v.  Barton,  11  Exch.  650. 
650  ;  Johnson  v.  Fesemeyer,  3  D.  & 
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motive  operating  on  the  debtor  in  handing  over  his  assets  to      Chap.  IV. 

Socti.  1. 

the  particular  creditor,  the  transaction   is  valid  (6).      If  the — 

debtor,  though  he  was  aware  that  bankruptcy  was  unavoidable, 
and  though  no  application  was  made  for  payment,  has  paid  the 
debt  simply  in  discharge  of  an  obligation  he  had  entered  into 
to  pay  it  on  a  given  day,  or  in  pursuance  of  a  previous  agree* 
ment,  or  if  he  makes  payment  to  a  creditor  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business  without  any  view  of  giving  a  preference  ta 
the  particular  creditor  at  the  expense  of  the  general  creditors, 
there  is  no  fraudulent  preference  within  the  meaning  of  the 
bankrupt  law  (c).  "  If,"  said  Lord  Blackburn,  in  Tomkins  v, 
Saffery  (d),  "  a  man  pays  his  debts  and  sends  money  to  meet 
his  bills  on  the  days  on  which  they  become  due,  and  does  other 
things  so  as  to  keep  himself  alive  and  in  good  credit  for  the  time, 
there  would  not  be  undue  preference,  because  those  payments 
were  not  made  in  favour  of  certain  creditors  as  against  others,  but 
were  made  in  the  hope  that  if  he  were  to  keep  himself  alive 
something  might  turn  up  in  his  favour/'  So,  also,  if  the  security 
is  given  in  pursuance  of  a  former  promise  which  has  been  acted 
on  by  the  creditor,  and  which  the  debtor  was  ready  to  fulfil  (e), 
or  in  reference  to  an  actual  undertaking  which  the  debtor  has 
given,  and  which  he  is  peremptorily  called  on  to  fulfil  (/),  there 
is  no  fraudulent  preference.  Nor  is  there  fraudulent  preference 
if  the  case  made  out  is  merely  the  ordinary  transactions  between 
a  banker  and  his  customer,  when  the  banker  advances  money 
to  his  customer  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  his  business  (g). 

Though  the  case  may  not  be  within  the  Act  if  the  payment  isr 
made  with  a  view  to  prefer  the  particular  creditor  and  with  some 
additional  motive,  the  additional  motive  must  not  be  so  trifling 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  taken  into  account  (h).  A  mere  request 
for  payment,  though  often  repeieited  and  refused  but  ultimately 
complied  with,  will  not  alone  prevent  a  preference  on  the  eve 
of  bankruptcy  from  being  fraudulent  (i). 

• 

(6)  BiUs  v.  SmUh,  6  B.  &  S.  321.  (/)  Bills  v.  Smith,  6  B.  &  S.  321. 

(c)  lb. ;  Ex  paHe  Btackbyrn,  12  (g)  Ex  parte  HodgMn,  20  Eq.  753. 
£q.  368  ;  Ex  parte  Kevcm,  9  Ch.  Qi)  Ex  parte  Griffith,  Times,  16 
768.  Febniary,  1883,  per  Jessel,  M.  R. 

(d)  3  App.  Ca.  236.  (t)  lb.,  74    L.   T.    297,   W.    N. 
(«)  Ex  parU  Eodgkin,  20  Eq.  765.      (1883),  26. 
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Chap.  IV.  The  knowledge  of  the  creditor  preferred  or  his  privity  to  the 

-r '   oircumstances  is  not  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  estimating 

whether  a  transaction  is  or  is  not  a  fraudulent  preference.  If 
it  appear  that  a  demand  was  made  by  the  creditor,  it  is  im- 
material that  he  may  have  been  aware  of  the  insolvency  of  the 
debtor  (k).  However  desperate  the  circumstances  of  the  debtor 
may  be,  and  although  the  creditor  knew  them  to  be  desperate, 
the  creditor  is  not  debarred  from  pressing  his  debtor  for  pay- 
ment or  to  give  him  a  security,  and  if  he  did  so  press  and 
payment  was  made  or  a  security  given,  such  payment  or  the 
giving  of  such  security,  though  on  the  very  eve  of  insolvency,  is 
not  a  fraudulent  preference  (l),  B.ut  to  prevent  the  payment 
from  being  a  fraudulent  preference,  there  must  be  a  real  pres- 
sure (m).  If  what  has  taken  place  merely  amounts  to  a  request 
on  the  part  of  the  creditor  for  preference,  it  is  not  enough  (n). 

A  creditor  who  receives  notice  of  his  debtor's  intention  to 
commit  an  act  of  bankruptcy  is  not  bound  to  inquire  whether 
the  act  has  been  committed,  but  is  entitled  to  avail  himself  of 
his  remedies  just  as  if  he  had  received  no  such  notice  (o).  If 
the  Court  is  satisfied  that  everything  has  been  done  bond  fide, 
the  transaction  cannot  be  impeached  ;  the  case,  however,  would 
be  difTei'ent  if  the  matter  had  originated  with  the  debtor,  and 
was  voluntary  on  his  part  {p). 

The  proviso  in  the  92nd  section  of  the  Act  in  favour  of  a  pur- 
chaser, payee,  or  incumbrancer  in  good  faith  and  for  valuable 
/  consideration,  extends  to  cases  where  the  consideration  is  the 
payment  of  a  pre-existing  debt  (g).  A  voluntary  payment 
bond  fide  made  to  a  creditor  in  the  usual  course  of  business  a 
few  days  before  the  debtor  stopped  payment,  but  without  notice 
by  the  creditor  of  the  debtor's  insolvency,  has  been  held  to  be  a 
payment  within  the  proviso  (r).  So,  also,  a  bond  fide  purchase 
by  a  creditor  of  part  of  his  debtor's  property  in  satisfaction  of 

(A;)  Diwwm  v.  BobiriMm,  3  Jur.  N.  (o)  Be  Wright,  3  Ch.  D.  70. 

S.  791.  (p)  lb. 

(J)  Ex  parte  Topham,  8  Ch.  619  ;  {g)  Ex  parte  Nortony  16  Eq.  408. 

Smith  V.  Pilgrim,  2  Ch.  D.  127.  (r)  Ex  parU  Blackburr^  12  Eq. 

(m)  Exparte  Hall,  19  Ch.  D.  580.  358  ;BiUchery,  Stead,7E.\L  Ap^ 

(n)  Ex  parte  Griffith,  Times,  16  Ca.  839 ;  Ex  parU  Kevan,  9  Ch. 

February,  1883.  75a 
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h\a  debt  wfts  held  to  be  protected  by  the  proviso  (s) ;  and  it  has       ^^ap.  IV. 

been  laid  down  generally  that  a  payment  in  the  ordinary  course  -^ — • 

of  trade,  the  procuring  of  bills  of  exchange  presented  at  maturity 
on  the  payment  of  debts  which  have  become  payable  in  the 
customary  manner,  or  payments  made  in  fulfilment  of  a  contract 
or  engagement  to  pay  in  a  particular  manner  or  at  a  particular 
time,  are  not  open  to  any  objection  on  the  ground  of  their  being 
voluntary,  even  although  they  were  made  without  any  express 
demand  by  the  creditor,  unless  the  creditor  had  at  the  time 
notice  of  an  act  of  bankruptcy  committed  by  the  debtor  (t). 

But  if  the  creditor  who  receives  the  payment  was  clearly  aware 
that  he  who  made  the  payment  was  unable  to  pay  his  debt.s 
from  his  own  money  as  they  became  due,  and  that  the  money 
was  given  to  him  for  the  very  purpose  of  preferring  him  to  the 
general  body  of  creditors,  he  is  not  a  payee  in  good  faith  (u). 
So,  also,  if  the  transaction  is  fraudulent  in  its  inception,  and  the 
-creditor  has  been  privy  to  the  fraud,  it  is  immaterial  that 
the  payment  to  the  creditor  has  been  made  under  pressure,  for 
he  is  not  a  payee  in  good  faith  (x).  So,  also,  a  security  given 
by  an  insolvent  company  for  payment  of  a  debt  due  to  a  direc- 
tor cognizant  of  the  state  of  the  company's  affairs,  was  set  aside 
under  the  Companies  Act,  1882,  sect.  164,  though  the  director 
had  pressed  for  the  payment  of  his  debt  (y).  So,  also,  was  a 
bill  of  sale  given  under  pressure  in  pursuance  of  a  prior  verbal 
promise  made  at  the  time  of  an  advance,  but  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  security  should  not  be  called  for  unless  the 
debtor  was  in  difficulties  (z). 

The  provisions  of  the  92nd  clause  only  apply  to  transactions 
between  a  debtor  and  persons  who  are  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
word  his  creditors  (a).  The  clause  does  not  apply  to  trust 
property  (6),  or   to    property    appropriated    to    a    particular 

(«)  Ex  parte  Temput^  6  CL  74.  {y)  OasUght  Improvement  Co,    v. 

(0  Ex  parte  Blacklmm,  IS    Eq.  Terrell,  10  £q.  168. 

358.  (z)  Ex  parte  BoUand,  8  Oh.  D.  230. 

(tt)  Ttymkim  V.  Saffery,  3  App.  Ca.  (a)  Ex  parte  KeUy  di  Co.^  11  Ch. 

235  ;    Ex  parU  Griffith,  Times,  16  D.  306. 

February,  1883.  (6)  Sinclair  v.   Wilson,  20  Beav. 

(a)  Ex  parte  Reader,  20  Eq.  766.  324  ;  Murray  v.  Pinkett,  12  CL  & 

See  Ex  parte  Kevan,  9  Ch.  768.  Fin.  764. 

Q  2 
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ciiap.  IV.       purpose  (c),  or  to  property  restored  to  some  one  to  whom  it 
" — rightfully  belongs,  and  from  whom  it  was  wrongfully  taken  {d). 


In  order  to  protect  a  transaction  from  being  a  fraudulent 
preference,  it  ia  not  necessary  that  the  debt  should  be  actually 
due  (e).  But  the  person  demanding  payment  on  a  security 
must  be  some  one  having  a  right  to  make  the  demand  (/).  A 
demand  by  a  surety  is  sufficient  (g). 

If  the  time  has  passed  within  which  the  deed  can  be  set  aside 

as  a  fraudulent  preference,  it  cannot  be  treated  as  void  under 

the  bankrupt  law  (h), 

ABugnment  for         An  assignment  by  a  man  of  his  property  for  the  benefit  of 

orediton.  his  creditors  is  valid  at  common  law,  and  under  the  Statute 

13  Eliz.  c.  5,  and  will  be  supported,  provided  the  deed  be  bond 
fide  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  creditors,  and  there  be  an  un- 
conditional surrender  by  the  debtor  of  all  his  property  and 
effects  (i).  The  deed  is  valid,  although  it  may  have  the  effect 
of  hindering  and  delaying  a  particular  creditor  of  his  execution, 
because  it  does  not  deprive  any  of  the  creditors  of  his  fair  share 
of  the  debtors'  property,  if  he  chooses  to  become  a  party  to  the 
deed  (j).  But  if  the  deed  is  not  such  a  deed  as  it  was  reason- 
able to  expect  a  creditor  to  become  a  party  to,  it  cannot  be  sup- 
ported (k).  So,  also,  a  deed  which  the  debtor  has  a  power  to 
revoke  and  attempts  to  use  as  a  shield  against  his  creditors  is 
fraudulent  and  void  against  creditors  who  are  affected  by  the 
deed,  notwithstanding  the  deed  upon  the  face  of  it  purports  to 
be  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  creditors  (I).  So,  also,  is  an  instru- 
ment void  as  against  creditors,  if  there  is  a  secret  bargain 
between  the  debtor  and  the  trustees  that  p€Lrt  of  the  estate 
shall  be  kept  back'(m).     So,  also,  a  deed  was  held   void  as 

(c)  ID.  &  J.  152.    See  Ex  parte  321. 

Kelly  <k  Co.,  11  Oh.  D.  306.  (t)  ^nUih  v.  Hunt,  10  Ha.  30  ; 

{6)  Ex  parte  Stvhhins,  17  Ch.  D.  Riches  v.  Evane,  9  C.  &  P.  641. 

58.  ( j)  PiekeUx^  v.  Lyster,  3  M.  &  S. 

(«)  Strachan  v.  Barton,  11  Exch.  371. 

647.  (k)  Owen  v.  Body,  5  A  &  £.  28. 

(/)  lb.  (0  Smith  v.  Eurst,  10  Ha.  30. 

(g)  Edvxirde  v.  Olyn,  2  El.  &  EL  (m)  BhMock  v.  DoJw,  1  C.  P.  D. 

29.  265. 

(h)  Ex  parte  Games,  12  Ch.   D. 
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against  creditors,  which  contained  a  proviso  that  a  dividend       ^P-  ^- 

should  only  be  paid  to  a  creditor  on  his  assenting  to  or  exe-  

cuting  the  deed,  and  that  if  within  a  certain  time  any  creditor 
did  not  execute  or  assent,  his  dividend  should  be  paid  by  the 
trustees  to  the  debtor,  and  which  also  provided  that  the  exe« 
cuting  and  assenting  creditors  should  indemnify  the  trustees 
against  any  personal  risk  or  loss  they  might  sustain  by  reason 
of  their  proceedings  under  the  deed  (n). 

Nor  can  a  debtor  vest  his  property  in  one  of  his  creditors  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  protecting  himself  against  the  claims  of  his 
other  creditors.  A  deed  executed  for  such  a  purpose  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  fraudulent  and  void  against  the  creditors,  whose 
interests  are  affected  by  it.  Such  a  deed,  although  upon  the 
face  of  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors,  is  in  truth  a  deed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  debtor,  and  the  creditor  who  accepts  it  takes, 
not  for  his  own  benefit,  but  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
views  and  objects  of  the  debtor  in  fraud  of  his  other  creditors. 
He  becomes  a  party  to  the  fiuud  of  the  debtor,  and  being  a 
party  to  the  fraud,  he  cannot  be  in  any  better  position  than  the 
debtor  who  perpetrated  it  (o). 

An  assignment  by  a  trader  of  all  his  effects  to  a  trustee  for 
the  general  benefit  of  all  his  creditors  is  valid,  though  it  con- 
tains a  clause  empowering  the  trustee  to  employ  the  grantor  or 
any  other  person  or  persons  in  winding  up  the  affairs  of  the 
grantor,  and  in  collecting  and  getting  in  his  estate  and  effects 
thereby  assigned,  and  in  carrying  on  his  trade,  if  thought  ex- 
pedient by  him,  if  it  appear  fi-om  the  whole  scope  of  the  deed 
that  the  carrying  on  the  trade  was  merely  subsidiary  to  the 
general  purpose  of  sale  and  distribution  (p). 

Where  a  debtor  in  insolvent  circumstances  executed  a  deed 
by  which  he  conveyed  all  his  estate  to  trustees  in  trust  to  sell 
in  such  a  manner  as  they  might  think  proper,  and  to  divide  the 
residue  of  the  proceeds  after  paying  expenses  rateably,  among 
the  creditors,  parties  to  the  deed,  and  if  the  trustees  thought  fit, 

(n)  Spencer  v.  Stater,  4  Q.  B.  D.  (p)  James  v.  Whiibread,  11  C.  B. 

13.  406. 

(o)  SmUh  V.  Huret,  10  Ha.  45. 
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Chap.  IV.       creditors  who  refused  or  neglected  to  execute,  and  if  the  trustees 
- — — '~ — -  thought  proper  but  not  otherwise,  to  pay  the  dividends  or  debts 

due  to  non-assenting  creditors  to  the  debtor;  and  the  deed 
also  provided  for  the  payment  of  maintenance  to  the  debtor,  if 
the  trustees  thought  fit,  and  the  executing  creditors  respectively 
indemnified  the  de'btor  and  the  trustees  in  respect  of  the  bills 
of  exchange  and  promissory  notes  made  or  indorsed  to  them 
respectively  by  the  debtor,  in  respect  of  the  scheduled  debts^ 
the  deed  was  held  good  under  the  statute  (q). 

The  distinction  between  deeds  vesting  property  in  trustees 
upon  trust  for  the  benefit  of  particular  persons^  which  deeds 
cannot  be  revoked,  altered,  or  modified  by  the  party  who 
has  created  the  trust,  and  deeds  purporting  to  be  executed  for 
the  benefit  of  creditors,  when  the  question  whether  the  tmsts 
can  be  revoked,  altered,  or  modified,  depends  on  the  circum- 
stances of  each  particular  case,  has  been  laid  down  as  follows 
viz. :  In  cases  of  deeds  vesting  property  in  trustees  upon  trust 
for  the  benefit  of  particular  persons,  the  deed  cannot  be  re* 
voked,  altered,  or  modified  by  the  party  who  has  created  the 
trust ;  but  in  cases  of  deeds  purporting  to  be  executed  for  the 
benefit  of  creditors,  the  question  whether  the  trusts  can  be 
revoked,  altered,  or  modified  depends  on  the  circumstances  of 
each  particular  case.  It  is  difficult  at  first  sight  to  see  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  two  classes  of  cases,  for  in  each  of  the 
classes  a  trust  is  created,  and  the  property  is  vested  in  the 
trustees.  The  distinction  lies  in  this — In  cases  of  trust  for  the 
benefit  of  particular  persons,  the  party  making  the  trust  can 
have  no  other  object  than  to  benefit  the  persons  in  whose  favour 
the  trust  is  created,  and  the  trust  being  well  created,  the  pro- 
perty belongs  in  equity  to  the  cestui  que  trust  as  much  as  it 
would  belong  to  them  at  law,  if  the  legal  interest  had  been 
transferred  to  them ;  but  in  cases  of  deeds  purporting  to  be 
executed  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  and  to  which  no  creditor  is 
a  party,  the  motive  of  the  party  executing  the  deed  may  have 
been  either  to  benefit  his  creditors  or  to  promote  his  own  con- 
venience, and  the  Court  has  to  examine  the  circumstances  for 

(g)  Boldero  v.  London  <k  Wtsi/ininster  Ducowiit  Co.,  5  Exch.  D.  50. 
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the  purpose  of  ascertaimiig  what  was  the  true  purpose  of  the       ^^P-  In- 
sect. 1. 


deed,  and  this  examination  does  not  stop  with  the  deed,  but  - 
must  be  carried  on  to  what  has  subsequently  occurred,  because 
the  party  who  has  created  the  trust  may,  by  his  own  conduct  or 
by  the  obligations  which  he  has  permitted  his  trustee  to  con* 
tract,  have  created  an  equity  against  himself.  Each  case  of  the 
latter  description  is  governed  by  its  own  circumstances  (r). 

Another  case  of  fraud  upon  creditors  is  where  at  the  time  Fnud  in  draw- 
bills  of  exchange  were  drawn  and  accepted^  the  drawer  and  ing  bills  in 
acceptor  were  both  intending  to  become  bankrupts,  and  the  ^'^J^^u^ 
drawer  sold  the  bills  at  a  great  undervalue  to  a  third  party. 
The  Court  being  satisfied  that  the  holder  of  the  bills  knew  that 
the  bills  were  issued  in  contemplation  of  bankruptcy,  and  that 
there  was  something  wrong  about  the  bills,  held  that  he  could 
not  prove  in  the  bankruptcy  for  more  than  he  had  paid  for  the 
bills  (8). 

Another  case  of  fraud  upon  creditors  is  where  upon  a  compo-  Frand  in  oom- 
sition  by  a  debtor  with  his  creditors,  particular  creditors,  by  ^^  ^^ 
means  of  secret  bargains,  secure  to  themselves  undue  advan- 
tages over  the  rest  of  the  creditoi*s.  The  principle  of  all 
composition  deeds  being  that  the  debtor  shall  make  a  true 
representation  of  his  assets,  and  that  the  creditors  shall  stand 
upon  an  equal  footing,  any  secret  arrangement  between  the 
debtor  and  a  particular  creditor,  whereby  he  is  placed  in  a  more 
favoured  position  than  the  rest  of  the  creditors,  is  a  fraud  upon 
the  others,  which 'will  entitle  them  to  set  aside  the  composition 
and  resort  to  their  original  debts  (^),  and  the  debtor  may  recover 
back  any  sum  so  paid(u).  The  validity  of  the  composition, 
however,  will  not  be  affected  by  a  compulsory  payment  to  a 
creditor  under  legal  proceedings  known  to  be  pending  at  the 
time  of  the  arrangement  for  composition  (x), 

(r)  Smiik  V.  Hurst,  10  Ha.  47.  M'Kewan  v.  Sanderson,  15  £q.  236, 

(«)  Jones  V.  Gordon,  2  App.  Ca.  20  Eq.  69 ;  Be  Lens^berg*s  Policy,  7 

632.  Ch.  D.  660. 
(0  GvUingwood  v.  Lloyd,  2  Beav.  (u)  Smith  v.  Ouff,  6  M.  &  S.  160. 

386 ;  Wood  v.  Barker,  1  Eq.  139  ;         (a;)  Carey  v.  BarreU,  4  C.  P.  D. 

Ex  parte  Cotoen,  2  Ch.  663  ;  Dang-  379. 

lish  V.  Tennant,  L.  R.  2  Q.  B.  49  ; 
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Chap.  IV, 
Sect  1. 


CompositioQ 
under  the 
Bankruptcy 
Act,  1869, 

Sect  28. 


Sect  126. 


A  creditor  who  has  bargained  for  a  secret  advantage  of  this 
sort  will  be  bound  by  a  release  contained  in  the  deed,  although 
it  be  void  -as  against  the  other  creditors  (y).  Indeed,  it  would 
seem  that  a  creditor  who  has  practised  a  fraud  of  this  sort  on 
the  other  creditors  will  not,  if  the  composition  is  not  paid  and 
the  debtor  becomes  bankrupt,  be  allowed  to  prove  under  the 
bankruptcy  for  either  his  original  debt  or  the  composition  (z). 

For  the  like  reasons  any  agreement  made  by  an  insolvent 
debtor  with  his  assignee,  by  which  the  estate  of  the  insolvent  is 
to  be  held  in  trust  by  the  assignee  to  secure  certain  benefits  for 
himself  and  his  family,  such  as  to  pay  certain  annuities  to 
himself  and  his  wife  out  of  the  rents  or  proceeds  of  the  property 
assigned,  and  to  apply  the  surplus  to  the  extinction  of  debt 
due  to  the  assignee,  is  void  as  being  a  coptrivance  in  fraud  of 
creditors  (a). 

A  creditor,  however,  holding  a  security  for  his  own  debt,  may 
stipulate  to  have  the  benefit  of  it  in  addition  to  the  amount  of 
the  composition  ofiered  by  a  debtor  to  his  creditors,  but  he  must 
hold  himself  entirely  aloof  from  the  other  creditors,  or  distinctly 
communicate  with  tliem  on  the  subject,  if  he  at  all  acts  in 
common  with  them  (6). 

By  sect.  28  of  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  1869,  the  creditors  may 
under  cert&in  specified  conditions  accept  a  composition  offered 
by  the  bankrupt,  or  assent  to  a  general  scheme  of  arrangement 
of  his  affairs,  and  the  adjudication  of  bankruptcy  may  thereupon 
be  annulled.  But  where  after  an  adjudication  in  bankruptcy 
has  been  so  annulled,  it  is  afterwards  discovered  that  the  bank- 
rupt has  concealed  an  interest  to  which  he  was  entitled,  the 
annulling  order  will  be  discharged,  and  the  creditors  remitted 
to  their  original  rights  (c). 

By  sect.  126  of  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  1869,  the  creditors  of  a 
debtor  may  without  any  proceedings  in  bankruptcy,  if  certain 
conditions  therein  specified  be  complied  with,  agree  by  resolu- 


(y)  Ex  parte  Oliver,  4  Deg.  &  Sm. 
354.  See  Atkinson  v.  Denby,  7  H. 
&  N.  934. 

(k)  Be  Cross,  4  Deg.  &  Sm.  364. 

(a)  McNeill  v.   CahUl,  2    Bligh, 


228. 

(6)  Cvllingworth  v.  Lloyd,  2  Bear. 
386. 

(c)  Ex  parte  Jarvis,  10  Ch.  D. 
179, 
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tions  to  accept  a  composition  in  satisfaction  of  the  debtfl  due  to       Chap.  IV. 
thera. 

The  power,  however,  given  by  the  clause  enabling  the  ma- 
jority of  creditors  to  bind  the  non-assenting  minority,  must 
be  exercised  bond  Jide  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  creditors.  It  is 
necessary,  in  order  to  make  a  deed  of  this  description  binding, 
that  it  should  be  free  from  all  taint  of  fraud.  If  there  is  a 
fraudulent  bargain  for  the  benefit  of  some  creditors,  or  if  the 
majority  of  creditors  are  induced  by  friendly  feelings  towards 
the  debtor  to  accept  a  composition  greatly  disproportioned  to 
the  assets,  the  Court  will  hold  the  deed  not  binding  on  the  non- 
assenting  creditors.  But  if  the  assenting  majority  appear  to 
have  exercised  their  discretion  bond  Jide  for  the  benefit  of  the 
creditors,  the  Court  will  not  review  the  quantum  of  the  com- 
position (d).  There  is  fraud  upon  the  clause,  if  a  man  having 
no  assets  professes  to  assign  all  his  property  to  fictitious 
creditors  (e). 

After  composition  under  the  clause,  the  debtor  cannot,  before 
the  completion  in  accordance  with  the  resolutions,  enter  into  a 
valid  agi'eement  with  one  of  the  creditors  who  is  bound  by  the 
resolutions  to  pay  him  his  debt  in  full,  even  though  the  creditor 
at  the  same  time  agrees  to  give  the  debtor  fresh  credit  (/). 

There  is  no  rule  in  bankruptcy  that  a  man  cannot  have  his 
affairs  liquidated  by  arrangement  because  he  has  no  assets,  if 
some  third  party  will  guarantee  the  payment  of  a  reasonable 
composition.  A  sum  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound,  if  offered  by 
a  third  party,  is  not  per  se  evidence  of  want  of  6ana  fides.  If 
one  shilling  in  the  pound  is  more  than  the  assets,  but  some 
third  party  gives  security  for  such  an  amount,  the  composition 
may  be  accepted  (g). 

The  Court  may  decline  to  register  resolutions  for  a  composi- 
tion, not  because  the  assets  are  small,  but  from  unsatisfactory 

(d)  Ex  parte  Cowen,  2  Ch.  663  ;  N.  S.  675. 

Ex  paxte  Cobb,  8  Ch.  728 ;  Be  Page,  (e)  Re  Clunn,  3  D.  J.  &  S.  236. 

2  Ch.  D.  325  ;  Re  Terrell,  4  Ch.  D.  (/)  Ex  parte  Barrow,  18  Ch.  D. 

296  ;  Ex  parte  Best,  18  Ch.  D.  488  ;  464. 

Ex  parte  Williams,  ih,  496  ;  Ex  parte  {g)  Ex    parte   Hudson,    W.    N. 

Russell,  W.  N.  (1883),  16,  47  L.  T.  (1883),  12,  47  L.  T.  N.  S.  674. 
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^sS^  Y'       statements  made  by  the  debtor,  and  the  absence  of  particulars 
as  to  items  of  the  assets  (h). 


Bankruptcy  Act>       The  Bankruptcy  Act,  1869,  ss.  125, 127,  contain  provisions 
127. '  '      for  the  liquidation  without  arrangement  of  an  insolvent  debtor's 

ariMgement^^  affairs,  and  the  acceptance  of  a  composition  by  means  of  regis- 
tered resolutions  without  a  deed.  The  Couii  has  jurisdiction  to 
inquire  and  decide  whether  fraud  has  been  committed  in  the 
registration  of  such  resolutions  (i).  If  the  facts  of  the  case  are 
such  as  to  satisfy  the  Court  that  the  resolutions  have  not  been 
passed  bondjide  for  the  purpose  of  the  administration  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  debtor's  assets,  but  have  been  come  to  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  giving  the  debtor  his  discharge  earlier  and  upon 
easier  terms  than  in  a  bankruptcy,  and  without  exposing  him 
to  the  consequences  of  bankruptcy,  the  resolutions  will  not  be 
upheld  (A;).  But  if  the  proceedings  appear  to  have  been  bond 
fide,  and  do  not  show  on  their  face  any  fraudulent  abuse  of  the 
power  of  the  majority  of  the  creditors,  the  resolutions  will  be 
upheld  (Z). 
Bankruptcy  Act,       The  Bankruptcy  Act,  1869,  sect.  34,  preserves  to  a  landlord, 

in  the  event  of  the  tenant's  bankruptcy,  the  right  of  distress 
for  a  year's  rent  of  the  demised  premises.  The  clause  applies 
to  attornment  clauses  in  a  mortgage  deed  when  there  is  nothing 
unreasonable  in  the  deed  itself,  or  in  the  rent  reserved  (m).  But 
if  from  the  terms  of  the  particular  deed,  or  from  the  amount  of 
the  rent  fixed  by  the  attornment  clause,  it  can  be  concluded  by 
the  Court  that  the  rent  is  not  a  real  rent,  but  a  mere  sham, 
that  the  tenancy  is  not  a  real  tenancy,  but  a  mere  sham,  and 
that  the  attornment  clause  is  a  mere  device  to  give  the  mort- 
gagee a  hold  in  the  event  of  bankruptcy  over  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  moi-tgagor,  which  would  otherwise  have  been 
distributed  among  his  general  creditors,  the  attornment  clause 
is  invalid  (ti). 

(k)  Re  Lloyd,  W.  N.  (1883),  10.  10  Ch.  D.  335  ;  Ex  parU  Voisey,  21 

(i)  Eyre  v.  Smiihy  2  C.  P.  D.  435.  Ch.  D.  452.    See  Ex  parte  Isherwood^ 

{k)  Ex  parte  Hope,  9  Ch.  D.  408.  22  Ch.  D.  385. 

(0  Ex  parte  Early,  13  Ch.  D.  300 ;  (»)  Ex  parU  Jackson,  14  Ch.  D. 

Ex  parte  Matthem,  16  Ch.  D.  654.  745. 
(m)  Be  Stockton  Iron  FwmMe  Co., 
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If  property  he  granted  to  a  man  defeasible  on  his  bankruptcy       cniap-  IV. 
the  grant  is  good,  if  made  by  a  person  other  than  the  bankrupt. 


and  if  the  condition  is  express  (o).    But  the  law  is  clearly  settled  on  bankraptcj. 

that  no  man  possessed  of  property  can  reserve  that  property  to 

himself,  until  he  shall  become  bankrupt,  and  then  provide  that 

in  the  event  of  bankruptcy  it  shall  pass  to  another,  and  not  to 

his  creditors  (j9).    A  covenant  or  bond  by  a  man  to  pay  monies 

upon  the  contingency  of  bis  bankruptcy,  even  though  given  in 

consideration  of  marriage,  is  a  fraud  upon  the  bankrupt  laws 

and  cannot  be  upheld  (q),  except  as  far  as  the  value  of  the  wife's 

fortune  may  extend  (r).     If  the  Court  can  find  a  definite  sum 

which  can  be  appropriated  as  the  wife's  property,  the  covenant 

will  to  that  extent  be  supported  (a).    The  fortune  of  a  wife  may 

be  settled  on  her  husband  till  he  shall  become  bankrupt  or 

make  a  composition  with  his  creditors,  and  then  to  her  separate 

use  (t). 

The  same  policy  of  affording  protection  to  the  rights  of  Fraudulent 
creditors  pervades  the  provisions  of  the  statute  II  Geo.  IV.  and 
1  Will.  IV.  c.  47,  respecting  firaudulent  devises  in  fraud  of 
creditors  (u) ;  but  the  statute  does  not  reach  conveyances, 
whether  voluntary  or  not,  which  the  debtor  may  make  in  his 
lifetime  (x).  A  debtor  may  alienate  the  land  notwithstanding 
the  existence  of  debts,  or  he  may  by  will  make  it  equitable 
assets,  or  he  may  devise  it  for  the  payment  of  a  particular  debt 
on  simple  contract,  and  so  withdraw  it  from  specialty  creditora. 


devises. 


(o)  Boe  v.  Gallieri,  2  T.  R.  133 ; 
Doe  V.  Sevan,  3  M.  &  S.  353 ;  Domr 
mett  V.  Bedford,  3  Vea  149,  6  T.  R. 
684  ;  Seymour  v.  Lucas,  29  L.  J.  Ch. 
841  ;  ExparU  Eyre,  44  L.  T.  N.  S. 
922. 

(p)  Higvnbothofln  v.  Holme,  19 
Vet.  88  ;  Higginton  v.  Kelly,  1  Ba. 
&  Be.  255  ;  Re  Casey's  Trusts,  4  Ir. 
Ch.  247  ;  Whitmore  v.  Mason,  2  J.  & 
H.  212  ;  Be  Pearson,  3  Ch.  D.  806  ; 
£x  paHe  Jay,  14  Ch.  D.  19. 

(q)  Exports  Hill,  1  Cox.  300  ;  Ex 
parte  Cooke,  8  Ves.  353 ;  Ex  parts 
Murphy,  1  Sch.  &  Lef.  48 ;  Higin- 


botham  v.  Holme,  19  Ves.  88  ;  Hig^ 
ginson  v.  Kelly,  1  Ba.  &  Be.  255. 

(r)  Higginson  v.  KeUy,  1  Ba.  & 
Be.  255  ;  Lester  v.  Garland,  5  Sim, 
205  ;  Whitmore  v.  Mason,  2  J.  &  H. 
204. 

(s)  lb. 

(0  Lester  v.  Garland,  5  Sim.  222  ; 
Sharp  V.  Cosserat,  20  Beay.  470. 

(li)  See  Jeremy  on  Eq.  Jur.  bk.  3, 
pt.  2,  c.  3,  8.  4,  pp.  415,  416.  See 
also  Coope  v.  Cressv?ell,  2  Ch.  112  ; 
British  Mutual  Investment  Co.  v. 
SmaH,  10  Ch.  570. 

(x)  ]  Fonh.  £q.  b.  1,  c.  4,  8.  14  n. 
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^fl^*  ^1^'       altogether.    The  creditors  may  by  taking  proceedings  obtain 

D6Cti.   1. 

— payment  out  of  the  descended  or  devised  real  estates  in  the 

hands  of  the  heir  or  devisee ;  but  if  such  proceedings  are  not 
taken,  the  heir  or  devisee  may  alienate,  and  in  the  hands  of  the 
alienee,  whether  upon  a  common  purchase  or  on  a  settlement, 
even  with  notice,  that  there  are  debts  unpaid,  the  land  is  not 
liable  although  the  heir  remains  personally  liable  to  the  extent 
of  the  value  of  the  land  alienated  {y).  The  alienee,  however, 
may  be  restrained  at  the  suit  of  creditors  from  parting  with  the 
money  (»). 


SECTION  II. — VOLUNTARY   CONVEYANCES  IN    FRAUD    OF 

SUBSEQUENT   PURCHASERS. 

Sect.  2.  Another  class  of  frauds  upon  third  parties  is  that  of  volun- 

tary conveyances  of  real  estate  in  regard  to  subsequent  pur- 
chasers. The  27  Eliz.  c.  4,  perpetuated  by  39  Eliz.  c.  18,  s.  31, 
enacts  that  every  conveyance,  grant,  charge,  lease,  estate,  and 
limitation  of  use  of,  in  or  out  of  lands,  tenements,  or  other  here- 
ditaments whatsoever,  for  the  intent  and  purpose  to  defraud 
and  deceive  such  persons,  bodies  politic,  &c.,  as  shall  purchase 
the  said  lands,  &c.,  or  any  rent,  profit,  or  commodity  in  or  out 
of  the  same,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  only  against  that  person 
or  persons,  bodies  politic,  &;c.,  and  his  or  their  heirs^  successors, 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  and  against  every  one 
lawfully  claiming  under  those  who  shall  so  purchase  for  money 
or  any  good  consideration  the  said  lands,  &;c.,  or  any  rent,  &c., 
to  be  wholly  void  and  of  no  effect  (a).  Courts  of  Equity  had 
jurisdiction  in  the  matter  long  before  the  statute.  The  Act 
has  not  defeated  the  jurisdiction,  but  only  gives  a  more  clear 


{y)  Spachman  v.  Timbrdly  8  Sim.  217. 

253 ;  RUkardaon  v.  UorUm^  7  Beav»  (a)  The  statute  applies  only  to 

112, 123 ;  DiXka  v.  Broadmeadj  2  D.  interests  in  land,  but  the  words  of 

F.  &  J.   566.    But  see   Pimm  v.  the  statute  include  all  interests  in 

ImaU,  1  Mac.  &  G.  449.  land  whether  corporeal  or  incoipo- 

(z)  Green  v.  Lovfes,  3  Bro.  C.  C.  reaL 
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and  distinct  jurisdiction,  and  a  more  extended  remedy  (6).    A       Chap.  IV. 

voluntary  conveyance  is  by  the  Statute  void  as  against  a  sub-  '—^ 

sequent  purchaser,  although  it  may  have  been  bond  fide  and 
for  good  consideration,  and  although  the  purchaser  may  have 
had  full  notice  of  the  voluntary  conveyance.  The  Statute  in 
every  such  case  infers  fraud,  and  will  not  allow  the  presumption 
to  be  rebutted (c).  "The  principle,"  said  Lord  Campbell,  "upon 
which  voluntary  conveyances  have  been  held  uniformly  to  be 
fraudulent  and  void,  as  against  subsequent  purchasers  for  value, 
appears  to  be,  that  by  selling  the  property  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration, the  seller  so  entirely  repudiates  the  former  voluntary 
conveyance,  and  shows  his  intention  to  sell,  as  that  it  shall  be 
taken  conclusively  against  him  and  the  person  to  whom  he  con- 
veyed, tliat  such  intention  existed  when  he  made  the  conveyance, 
and  that  it  was  made  in  order  to  defeat  the  purchaser "  (d). 
"  Conveyances,"  said  Chief  Justice  Cockburn,  "  whether  with  or 
without  notice,  in  favour  of  relations,  however  honest  and  other- 
wise praiseworthy,  or  even  a  provision  for  a  man's  wife  and 
children,  however  sacred  in  a  moral  point  of  view  the  duty  of 
making  such  a  provision  may  be,  are  bad  as  againt  a  subsequent 
purchaser,  as  without  consideration  and  voluntary  "  (e),  A 
voluntary  conveyance  will  not  be  supported  against  a  subsequent 
purchaser,  even  although  it  may  have  been  made  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Court  (/). 

In  .order  that  a  subsequent  conveyance  for  value  should 
defeat  a  prior  voluntary  conveyance  it  is  essential  that  both 
conveyances  should  be  made  by  the  same  person.  An  heir  or 
devisee  cannot  by  a  conveyance  for  value  defeat  a  voluntary 
settlement  made  by  his  ancestor  or  testator  (9);  but  a  settle- 
ment "  really  fraudulent  or  fraudulently  kept  on  foot "  (A)  would 


(b)  See  Perry-Herrick  v.  Atttooody  870. 

8  D.  &  J.  21 ;  Cracknall  v.  Johnson,  (/)  Martin  v.  Martiny  2  R.  &  M. 

11  Ch.  D.  1.  607. 

(c)  Dotf.v.  Manningy  9  East,  59  ;  (g)  Parker  v.  Carter,  4  Ha.  409  ; 
Buckle  V.  MitcKelly  18  Yes.  110  ;  Dob  v.  Eusham,  17  Q.  B.  723  ;  Leiois 
Bayepoole  v.  Collins,  6  Ch.  232.  v.  Bees,  3  K.  &  J.  132. 

{<0  Doe  V.  Rusham,  17  Q.  B.  724.  (h)  Sug.  V.  &  P.  713  ;  Dart,  V.  & 

(«)  Clarke  v.  JVright,  6  H.  &  N.  P.  902. 


238 


VOLUNTARY  CONVEYANCES 


Chftp.  IV. 
Sect.  2. 


seem  to  be  void  against  a  bond  fide  purchaser,  even  from  the 
heir  or  devisee  of  the  settlor  (t). 

A  contract  to  sell  the  settled  estate  to  a  person  with  full 
notice  of  the  voluntary  settlement  will  be  enforced  at  the  suit 
of  the  purchaser  (k),  but  the  seller  cannot,  except  under  very 
special  circumstances  (l),  compel  a  specific  performance  of  the 
contract  (m).  The  court  will  at  the  instance  of  the  purchaser 
lend  its  assistance,  but  not  against  him.  K  the  purchaser  has 
paid  a  deposit  he  may  sue  for  a  recovery  of  it  on  the  ground 
that  a  sufficient  title  has  not  been  made  out  (n). 

A  trust  created  by  a  voluntary  settlement  will  be  carried 
into  execution  until  sale ;  but  an  injunction  will  not  be  granted 
restraining  the  settlor  from  defeating  the  settlement  by  a 
sale  (o),  nor  will  the  pendency  of  a  suit  prevent  the  settlor 
from  selling  the  property  or  the  purchaser  from  bringing  an 
action  to  enforce  his  rights  under  the  contract  (j:>). 

As  between  the  parties  themselves  and  as  against  other 
voluntary  grantees  of  the  same  estate,  voluntary  conveyances 
are  binding  (q),  A  voluntary  settlement  will  be  defeated  by  a 
conveyance  or  settlemeat  for  value  only  to  the  extent  necessary 
to  give  effect  to  the  conveyance  or  settlement  for  value  (r).  The 
Statute  leaves  all  those  who  are  interested  under  the  voluntary 
settlement  in  exactly  the  same  position  in  which  they  were 
originally  placed  when  the  settlement  was  executed,  except 
that  they  are  displaced  to  the  extent  to  which  the  subsequent 
conveyance  displaces  them  (a).  As  between  two  volunteers 
the  conveyance  which  is  prior  in  date  will  prevail  if  it  be  boTid 


{{)  BwrrelTs  (kUy  6  Rep.  72.  See 
Wofihwion  v.  Lovdandj  2  Dow.  & 
CI.  497. 

(Jb)  Buckle  V.  Mitchell,  18  Yes. 
100  ;  Currte  v.  Nvnd,  1  M.  &  C.  17  ; 
IViUaU  y.  Buuby^  5  Beav.  193; 
Lister  v.  Turner,  5  Ha.  291 ;  Roeher 
y.  WiUiame,  20  Eq.  217. 

{I)  Peter  y.  NicoOe,  11  Eq.  391. 

(m)  SmUK  v.  Garland,  2  Mer.  123  ; 
Johnson  v.  Legard,  T.  &  R.  281. 

(n)  Clarke    v.    JVillott,  L.    R.    7 


Exch.  313. 

(o)  Pulvertoft  V,  Pulvertoft,  18  Ves. 
84. 

(p)  Metcalfe  v.  Pulvertoft,  1  V.  & 
B.  180,  Sug.  V.  &  P.  721. 

(q)  Bill  y.  Cwreton,  2  M.  &  K. 
603  ;  Doe  v.  Rusham,  17  Q.  B.  723  ; 
Lewis  y.  Rees,  3  E.  &  J.  132. 

(r)  Croker  v.  Martin,  1  Bligh,  N. 
S.  573. 

(s)  Dolphin  V.  Ayltoard,  4  E.  &  I. 
App.  Ca.  499. 
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fide  {t),    A  subsequent  volunteer  cannot  by  selling  for  value       Chap.  rv. 
confer  any  title  on  a  purchaser  as  against  a  grantee  of  the  same  — ^ '- 


estate  who  is  prior  in  date  (u). 

Conveyances,  however,  made   upon  good  consideration  and  Sect  3. 
bond  fide  are  by  the  third  section  excepted  from  the  operation  E»cep*ioi»  <>' 
of  the  Statute,  and  by  the  words  "good  consideration '*  is  made  for 
meant  valuable  consideration  (x).  consideration 

Though  a  deed  or  settlement  may  appear  on  its  face  to  be  ^^^^<^fi^- 
voluntary,  evidence  is  admissible  to  prove  that  it  was  made  for 
valuable  consideration,  but  the  evidence  must  be  consistent 
with  the  terms  of  the  deed  or  settlement,  and  not  in  contra- 
diction to  it,  and  it  must  be  proved  beyond  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt  that  there  was  that  additional  consideration  which  the 
parties  did  not  choose  to  put  upon  the  face  of  the  instru- 
ment (2^).  If  the  deed  be  bond  fide,  and  it  appears  that  a  valu- 
able consideration  has  been  given,  the  quaifUum  of  such  con- 
sideration is  of  no  consequence  under  the  Statute.  It  is  enough 
that  any  consideration  whatever  was  paid  or  given  or  any 
benefit  rendered  by  the  donee  to  the  donor  (z).  Inadequacy  of 
consideration  is  only  material  where  it  amounts  to  evidence 
that  the  conveyance  was  not  bond  fide  but  merely  colourable 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  a  prior  voluntary  settlement  (a). 

Where  the  deed  or  settlement  is  in  the  nature  of  a  family 
arrangement  the  amount  of  the  consideration  is  even  of  less  im- 
portance than  in  ordinary  cases  (6).  In  a  case  where  an  agree- 
ment was  entered  into  between  a  lady,  entitled  in  fee  to  an 
estate  subject  to  mortgages,  and  her  nephew  that  she  should 
come  and  live  with  him,  and  that  he  should  remove  into  a 
larger  house,  and  he  covenanted  to  indemnify  her  from  all 
liability  in  respect  of  the  mortgages  and  fulfilled  his  own  part  of 
the  agreement,  it  was  held  that  the  settlement  was  not  volun- 

(0  Doe  V.  Rusham,  17  Q.  B.  723  ;  (z)  Bayipoole  y.  ColUns,  6  Ch.  232  ; 

Liwis  V.  Rees^  3  K  &  J.  132.  Rosher  y.  WiUiams,  20  Eq.   217  ; 

(u)  lb.  Price  y.  Jenkins^  5  Ch.  D.  621, 9Uj9ra, 

{z)  Supra,  p.  184.  p.  197. 

(y)  Kelson  v.  KeUony  10  Ha.  305  ;  (a)  Doe  y.  James,  16  East,  212. 

Townend  y.  Toker,  1  Ch.  459  ;  LsvyT,  See  Owen  v.  Otosn,  3  H.  ft  C.  88. 

Creighton,  22  W.  R.  605,  supra,  p.  (6)  Supra,  p.  197  ;  Levy  y.  Oreigh- 

191.  ton,  22  W.  R  605. 
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Chap.  IT.       tary,  the  covenant  to  indemnify  and  the  expenses  incurred  by 
the  nephew  on  the  faith  of  the  settlement  being  sufficient  to 


support  it  as  made  for  value  (o).  So  also  it  was  held  in  Bays^ 
poole  V.  Collina  (cc)  that  a  consideration,  though  merely  by 
way  of  loan  secured  by  a  promissory  note,  was  sufficient  to 
support  such  a  settlement  (cQ. 

As  the  fraud  under  the  Statute  is  more  purely  statutory  and 
constructive  than  under  13  Eliz.  c.  5,  the  Court  will  be  disposed 
to  uphold  the  validity  of  conveyances  against  purchasers  upon 
slighter  grounds  than  those  which  are  necessary  against 
creditors. 

The  proviso  in  sect.  3,  excepting  from  the  operation  of  the 
Statute  conveyances  made  bondjlde  and  for  valuable  considera* 
tion,  applies  to  cases  where  a  man  purchases  from  a  person 
who  has  obtained  a  conveyance  by  fraud  of  which,  however, 
he  had  no  notice  (e).  Nor  will  the  Court  interfere  in  favour 
of  a  subsequent  purchaser,  when  the  voluntary  grantee  has 
conveyed  to  a  bond  fide  purchaser  for  value  or  a  person  has 
intermarried  with  the  voluntary  grantee  on  the  faith  of  the 
voluntary  deed  before  the  hcmdfide  purchaser  from  the  volun- 
tary grantee  acquired  his  title  (/). 

If  the  execution  of  a  voluntary  deed  be  not  communicated 
to   the  party  benefited,  there   cannot   be  a  question  of  con- 
sideration ig). 
Purchase  muBt  A  purchaser  cannot,  however,  avail  himself  of  the  provisions 

he  band  fide.        ^£  ^j^^  Statute  SO  as  to  displace  a  prior  voluntary  conveyance 

unless  the  transaction  be  a  bond  fide  purchase  (h),  A  volun* 
tary  deed  will  not  be  avoided  by  a  subsequent  conveyance 
apparently  made  for  value,  but  in  fact  voluntary  and  a  mere 
trick   for  the    purpose    of   invalidating  the    prior    voluntary 

(c)  Totonend  v.  Toker,  1  Ch.  469.         133  ;  George  v.  MUbank,  9  Vea.  193, 
(cc)  6  Ch.  232.  Sug.  V.  &  P.  720,  supra,  p.  191. 

(d)  See  farther,  as  to  what  will  (g)  Jones  v.  Bygott,  44  L.  J.  Ch. 
constitute  valuable  conaideration  487  ;  Oraeknall  v.  Janson,  11  Ch.  D. 
under  the  statute,  suprOy  pp.  184 —      1,  supra,  p.  191. 

191.  (h)  Doe  V.  Routledge,  Cowp.  712  ; 

(«)  Doe  V.  Martyr,  1  B.  &  P.  N.  R.  Humphreys  v.  Pensam,  1  M.  &  C. 

332.  580. 

(/)  ProdgersY,  Langham^  1  Sid. 
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deed  (i).     It  is  not  sufficient  that  the  deed  should  be  one       ^*p-  r^- 

.  .  .  Sect  2. 

which   as  between  the  parties   was   intended   to   have  eiBfect  

and  operation.  Although  there  may  be  an  intention  that 
the  grantee  shall  have  the  property,  yet,  if  the  real  trans- 
action be  one  of  bounty  for  the  carrying  out  of  which  the 
form  of  a  conveyance  for  value  is  resorted  to,  the  matter  is 
not  a  hoTidJlde  purchase  or  indeed  a  purchase  at  alL  On  the 
contrary  its  representation  as  a  purchase  for  value  for  the 
purpose  of  defeating  a  prior  conveyance  which  would  be  un- 
affected by  the  new  dealing  according  to  its  true  nature  would 
be  a  fraud.  Evidence,  therefore,  is  admissible  to  disprove  the 
considerations  or  one  of  the  considerations  of  the  deed,  even 
although  there  may  be  other  considerations  sufficient,  as  a 
matter  of  construction,  to  prevent  the  deed  being  voluntary  (Jc), 

A  deed  is  not  bond  fide  within  the  meaning  of  the  Statute 
which  the  grantor  secretly  makes  and  keeps  at  his  own  dis- 
position. In  a  case  accordingly  where  a  man  being  indebted 
to  his  step-daughter  secretly  made  a  mortgage  of  land  in  her 
favour,  but  kept  it  secret  and  did  not  communicate  the  execu- 
tion of  it  to  her,  and  retained  the  deed  at  his  own  disposition, 
and  afterwards,  concealing  the  execution  of  the  mortgage, 
got  an  advance  of  money  or  forbearance  by  conveying  the 
estate  either  by  way  of  mortgage  or  sale  to  other  parties  and 
covenanted  against  incumbrances,  the  mortgage  was  held  void 
against  the  subsequent  purchaser  (Z). 

In  JoTiea  v.  Bygott  (m)  a  solicitor  mortgaged  property  A.  to 
a  client,  retaining  the  deeds  in  his  own  possession.  He  then 
fraudulently  deposited  the  deeds  by  way  of  equitable  mortgage 
with  another  person,  and  on  the  same  day  executed  a  demise  of 
property  B.  by  ,way  of  further  securing  the  sum  due  to  his  client 
on  property  A.  The  demise  was  never  communicated  to  the 
client,  but  remained  in  the  solicitor's  possession  until  his  death. 
Some  years  afterwards  the  solicitor  executed  a  legal  mortgage 
of  property  B.  to  third  persons.     It  was  held  that  the  demise 

(t)  Doe  V.  Jamu,  16  East,  212  ;  (Q  OracknaU  v.  Janson,   11   Ch« 

BoUrU  V.  WUliamSy  4  Ha.  130.  D.  1. 

(Jfc)  Mvllim  V.  OuilfayU,  2  L.  R.  (m)  44  L.  J.  Ch.  487. 
1.113. 

R 
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Power  of 
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of  property  B.  was  voluntary,  and  was  avoided  under  Statute 
27  Eliz.  c.  4,  by  the  subsequent  mortgage  in  fee. 

A  legal  mortgagee  is  a  purchaser  within  the  Statute  (n).  So 
also,  is  an  equitable  mortgagee  by  deposit  with  memorandum 
of  an  agreement  for  a  legal  mortgage  (o).  So,  also  a  lessee  at 
rack-rent  (p)  is  within  the  Statute,  but  not  a  lessee  without 
fine  or  rent  (q).  So,  also,  a  purchaser  under  an  ante-nuptial 
settlement  (r),  or  one  who,  in  consideration  of  the  conveyance 
waives  a  disputed  right  (s) ;  but  a  registered  judgment  creditor 
is  not  a  purchaser  within  the  meaning  of  the  Statute  {t).  "A 
purchaser,"  said  Lord  Cranworth,  "  in  the  sense  in  which  the 
word  is  used  in  the  Statute,  is  one  who  gives  money  or 
valuable  consideration  in  order  to  have  the  land  "  (u). 

Whether  a  conveyance  by  a  man  to  trustees  to  sell  for  the 
benefit  of  creditors  will  constitute  the  trustees  purchasers 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Statute,  is  still  an  unsettled  question. 
In  Barton  v.  Vanheythuysen  (x),  Lord  Hatherley,  then  a  Vice- 
Chancellor,  held  that  a  general  mortgage  by  a  man  for  the 
benefit  of  his  creditors  of  all  his  real  and  personal  estate  was 
sufficient  under  the  Statute  to  defeat  a  prior  voluntary  settle- 
ment, but  the  question  was  said  by  Lord  St.  Leonards  to  require 
further  consideration  (y). 

The  4th  section  of  the  Statute  enacts  that,  if  any  person  shall 
make  any  conveyance  of  lands  with  a  clause  of  revocation  at  his 
will  and  pleasure  of  such  conveyance,  and,  after  such  conveyance 
shall  bargain,  sell,  gi'ant,  demise,  convey,  or  charge  the  same 
lands  to  any  person  or  persons  for  money  or  other  good  con- 
sideration, the  said  first  conveyance  not  being  revoked,  that  the 


(n)  Doe  V.  Webber,  1  A.  &  E.  733 ; 
Cha/pnuxn  v.  Emery,  Cowp.  279 ; 
Dolphin  v.  Aylwardy  4  K  &  I.  App. 
499. 

(o)  Lister  v.  Turner,  5  Ha.  281  ; 
Ede  V.  Knowles,  2  Y.  &  C.  C.  C.  172. 

(p)  Goodright  v.  Moses,  2  Bl.  1019. 

(g)  Upton  V.  Bdssetty  cited  in 
Ttoyne's  Case,  3  Co.  Rep.  80. 

(r)  Douglas  v.  Wardy  1  Ch.  Ga. 
99  ;  Kirk  v.  Clark,  Prec.  Ch.  276. 


(»)  HiU  V.  Biskop  of  Exeter,  2 
Taunt.  69.  See  farther,  eupra,  pp. 
184 — 190,  as  to  what  will  constitute  a 
purchase  for  value. 

{t)  Beavan  v.  Lord  Oxford,  6  D. 
M.  &  G.  507.  See  Dolphin  v.  AyU 
ward,  4  E.  &  L  App.  499. 

(u)  6  D.  M.  &  G.  617. 

(x)  11  Ha.  131. 

(y)  Sug.  V.  &  P.  713  ;  May  on 
Fraud,  Conv.  216—226. 
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said  first  conveyance  as  against  such  bargainees,  vendees,  lessees,      Chap.  rv. 

their  heirs,  successors,    executors,  administrators,  and  assigns, . 

shall  be  void  and  of  none  effect.    *'  The  section,"  said  Lord  Justice 

w 

Turner,  "  provides  that  if  there  be  a  voluntary  settlement  made 
with  a  proviso  of  revocation,  and  a  charge  be  afterwards  created, 
the  creation  of  that  charge  shall  avoid  the  voluntary  settlement, 
as  if  the  power  of  revocation  contained  in  the  settlement  had 
been  actually  exercised  "  (z). 

The  section  seems  to  comprise  all  settlements,  though  made 
for  valuable  consideration  (a),  which  reserve  what  is  either  ex- 
pressly or  virtually  a  power  of  revocation  to  the  settlor — e,g,,  a 
power  to  lease  for  any  number  of  years  (6),  or  an  unlimited  power 
to  charge  by  way  of  mortgage  (c),  or  a  power  to  revoke  with 
the  consent  of  a  person  nominated  by  the  settlor,  or  under  the 
control  of  the  settlor  (d),  or  simply  at  a  future  date  (e) — but  a 
power  to  charge  a  reasonable  specified  sum  (/),  or  to  revoke 
upon  terms  which  are  fairly  calculated  to  preserve  the  sub- 
stantial rights  of  the  parties  entitled  under  the  limitations  (^) 
seem  to  be  unobjectionable.  Lord  St.  Leonards  expresses  an 
opinion  that  where  a  settlement  contains  a  power  of  revocation 
which  is  afterwards  released  for  valuable  consideration,  a 
purchaser,  buying  subsequently  to  such  release,  would  be  post- 
poned to  the  settlement.  The  result  probably  would  be  the 
same,  although  there  was  no  consideration  for  the  release  if  the 
purchaser  had  notice  of  it,  but  a  secret  release  will  not  affect  the 
purchaser  {h). 

When  a  voluntary  settlement  of  lands  is  avoided  by  a  subse-  Application  of 
quent  sale  for  valuable  consideration,  the  volunteers  have  no  ^hen  settlTment* 
equity  against  the  purchase-money,  payable  to  the  settlor.     The  ■•*  *"^®- 
whole  thing  is  destroyed  as  soon  as  the  property  is  sold,  and  is 


(z)  Beavan  v.  Lord  Oxford,  6  D.  (d)    Tuyyne*s    CaUy  3    Rep.    80; 

M.  &  G.  528.  Buller  v.  fVaterhotue,  2  Show.  46. 

(a)  See  Sug.  V.  &  P.  721  ;  SnUih  (e)  Twyn^s  Case,  3  Rep.  80. 

v.  Hunt,  10  Ha.  30.  (/)  Jenkins   v.    Keymis,   1  Lev. 

(6)  Lavender  v.  Blackttone,  2  Lev.  160. 

146.  (jg)  See  Doe  v.  Martin,  4  T.  R.  89, 

{c)  Tarhaek  v.  Marhury,  2  Vera.  Sng.  V.  &  P.  721. 

610.  (h)  Sug.  V.  &  P.  722. 
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the  same  as  if  the  voluntaiy  conveyaDoe  had  never  been  made  (t). 
Where,  however,  a  voluntary  settlement  of  freeholds,  which  the 
settlor  subsequently  mort.gaged,  contained  a  covenant  for  quiet 
enjoyment,  it  was  held  that  the  persons  claiming  under  the 
settlement  were  entitled  to  prove  on  the  covenant  against  the 
settled  estate  (k).  In  the  same  case  the  subsequent  mortgage 
comprised  other  lands  besides  those  settled,  and  it  was  held 
that  the  volunteers  might  throw  the  mortgage  primarily  on  the 
unsettled  property  (I). 
Personal  cbatteh  The  27  Eliz.  c.  4  does  not  apply  to  personal  chattels,  so  that 
Btatute.  A  voluntary  settlement  of  personal  chattels  is  valid  as  against 

subsequent  purchasers  (m). 

A  purchaser  for  value  cannot  come  into  Coui*t  to  have  a  prior 
voluntary  deed,  void  under  Stat.  27  Eliz.  c.  4,  delivered  up  to  be 
cancelled.  The  Court  in  such  a  case  leaves  both  parties  to  their 
legal  rights  and  remedies  (n) ;  nor  will  the  Court  interfere 
actively  against  a  volunteer  through  the  medium  of  a  person 
(not  a  purchaser  for  value)  claiming  only  through  him  who  has 
created  the  voluntary  settlement  (o). 


How  far  Court 
will  interfere 
actively  against 
a  Tolunteer. 


SECTION   III. — CONSTRUCTIVE   NOTICE. 


Sect.  8. 


Another  class  of  frauds  upon  third  parties  consists  of  cases 
where  a  man  takes  or  purchases  property  with  notice  of  the 
legal  or  equitable  title  of  other  persons  to  the  same  propeily, 
and  seeks  to  defeat  their  just  rights  by  appropriating  the 
property  to  his  own  use.  In  equity  notice  affects  the  conscience. 
A  man  who  takes,  or  purchases  property  cannot  protect  himself 
against  claims  of  which  he  has  notice,  to  the  same  property.  If  a 
man  acquiring  property  has  at  the  time  of  the  acquisition  notice  of 
an  equity  binding  the  person  from  whom  he  takes,  in  respect  of 
the  property,  he  is  bound  to  the  same  extent  and  in  the  same 


{%)  DaJdng  v.  Wliimper,  26  Beav. 
568.  See  Toker  v.  Tovmend,  1  Ch.461. 

(k)  Hales  V.  Cox,  1  N.  R.  344. 

(0  lb. 

(m)  Jones  v.  CroMcheTy  1  Sim.  & 
St.  315  ;  BUI  V.  Gureton,  2  M.  &  K. 


503 ;  Barton  v.  Vanheythuysen^  11 
Ha.  126. 

(»)  De  Hoghton  v.  Money^  35 
Beav.  98. 

(o)  Dolphin  V.  Ayhoardy  4  £.  &  I, 
App.  Ca.  486. 
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manner  by  the  same   equity  (p).     la  accordance  with    this      Cluip.  IV. 
principle  the  purchaser  of  property  from  a  trustee,  with  notice '—^ 


of  the  trust,  is  himself  a  trustee  for  the  same  property  (q)  ;  the 
purchaser  of  property  which  the  vendor  has  contracted  to 
sell  is,  if  be  has  notice  of  the  contracjb^  bound  by  the 
same  equity  by  which  the  vendor  whom  he  represents  was 
bound  (r)  ;  the  purchaser  of  property  with  notice  of  an  equitable 
lien  for  unpaid  purchase-money  (s),  or  of  an  equitable  mortgage 
by  deposit  of  deeds  (f),  is  bound  by  the  equity  to  which  his 
vendor  was  liable  ;  and  the  purchaser  of  land  which  the  vendor 
has  covenanted  to  use  in  a  specified  manner  is,  if  he  has  notice 
of  the  covenant,  bound  by  its  terms  (u). 

It  must,  however,  be  observed  that  the  notice  required  by  the 
doctrine  is  notice  of  an  equity,  which,  if  clothed  with  legal 
completeness,  would  be  indefeasible,  and  not  merely  notice  of  a 
defeasible  legal  interest,  or  of  an  interest  which,  if  legal,  would  be 
defeasible.  The  principle  is,  that  an  interest  which,  if  legal,  would 
be  indefeasible  shall  not  be  defeated  by  reason  of  its  equitable 
character  by  a  party  who  has  notice  of  it ;  if,  being  legal,  it  may 
be  defeated  at  law,  there  is  no  equity  to  support  it  (x).  A  volun- 
tary conveyance,  for  instance,  has  no  equity  to  support  it  against 
a  subsequent  alienation  for  value,  even  though  with  notice,  for 
the  right  of  the  volunteer  is  defeasible  by  statute  (y).  A  feme 
covert  or  an  infant  is  just  as  much  bound  by  notice  as  an  adult  {z). 

Notice  is   either  actual   or  constructive;  but  there  is  no Actoal notioe, 
difference    between    them   in    its  consequences  (a).      Actual 

(p)  Taylor  v.  Stibbert,  2  Ves.  Jr.  (t)  Plumb  v.  FluiU,  2  Anet.  432 ; 

437  ;  Dtinbar  v.  Tredennidty  2  Ba.  &  Hiem  v.  Mill,  13  Ves.  114  ;  Dryden 

Be.  310.  V.  Frosty  3  M.  &  C.  670 ;  Leigh  v. 

(7)  Saunders  v.   DeheWy  2  Vem.  Lloyd,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  330. 

271 ;  AlUnv,  Knight,  6  Ha.  272,  11  (w)  TuUc  v.  Moxhay,  2  Ph.  774  ; 

Jut.  627  ;  Cory  v.  Eyre,  1  D.  J.  &S.  Coles  v.  Sims,  6  D.  M.  &  G.  1  ;  2)« 

149  ;  Mumford  v.  Stohwasser,  16  Eq.  Mattos  v.  Gibson,  4  D.  &  J.  282. 

666.  (a)  Adanis'  Doct.  Equity,  152. 

(r)  Taylor  v.  Stibbert,  2  Vc8.  Jiir.  (y)  Pulvertoft    v.    Pulvertoft,    18 

438 ;  Scott  v.  Dunbar,  1  Moll.  442  ;  Ves.  92  ;  Buckle  v.  MitcheU,  ib.  100. 

Field  V.  Boland,  1  Dr.  &  Wal.  37.  (2)  Jones   v.   Kearney,  1    Dr.    & 

See  DoweU  v.  Dew,  1  Y.  &  C.  C.  C.  War.  166. 

345.  (a)  Guidon  y.  Cox,  2  Eden,  224  ; 

{e)  Macreth  v.   Synvons,   15  Ve«.  Prosser  v.  Rice,  29B  Beav.  68  ;  Wor- 

350  ;  Rice  v.  Rice,  2  Drew.  73.  maid  v.  Maitland,  15  L.  J.  Ch.  69. 
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notice  consists  in  express  information  of  a  fact,  and  brings 
home  knowledge  directly  to  a  party  (eta).  Actual  notice 
must,  in  order  to  be  binding,  at  least  when  it  depends  on 
oral  communication  only,  proceed  from  some  one  interested  in 
the  property  (b),  and  should  be  in  the  same  transaction.  Mere 
vague  rumours,  or  the  assertions  of  strangers,  will  not  fix  a 
party  with  actual  notice  (bb).  Actual  notice  embraces  all 
degrees  and  grades  of  evidence,  from  the  most  direct  and 
positive  proof  to  the  slightest  evidence  from  which  a  jury  would 
be  warranted  in  inferring  notice.  It  is  a  mere  question  of  fact, 
and  is  open  to  every  species  of  legitimate  evidence  which  may 
tend  to  strengthen  or  impair  the  conclusion  (c).  If  there  be 
knowledge  the  case  of  constructive  notice  cannot  arise,  it  would 
be  absorbed  in  the  proof  of  knowledge  {d  ).  There  is,  however, 
no  conclusive  rule  of  law  that,  because  a  man  has  the  means  of 
knowledge,  he  has  the  knowledge  itself.  The  mere  means  of 
knowledge  is  not  the  same  thing  as  knowledge.  The  possession 
of  the  means  of  knowledge  is  only  evidence  that  the  party  who 
has  it  may  have  knowledge  (e). 

Whatever  is  notice  enough  to  excite  the  attention  of  a  man 
of  ordinary  prudence  and  call  for  further  inquiry  is,  in  equity, 
notice  of  all  facts  to  the  knowledge  of  which  an  inquiiy  suggested 
by  such  notice,  and  prosecuted  with  due  and  reasonable  dili- 
gence, would  have  led(/).  Notice  of  this  sort  is  called  con- 
stiiiotive  notice.  Constructive  notice,  as  distinguished  from 
actual  notice  is  a  legal  inference  from  established  facts,  and 


(aa)  45  &  46  Vict.  c.  39,  s.  3. 

(6)  Earnhardt  v.  Greenfields^  9 
Moo.  P.  C.  C.  18.  See  Greenslade  v. 
Dartj  20  Beav.  284  ;  Jayv,  Richard- 
son, 30  Beav.  563. 

(66)  Sug.  V.  &  P.  755.  See  Green- 
slade V.  Dare,  20  Beav.  284  ;  Central 
Railway  Co.  of  Venezuela  v.  Kisch,  2 
E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  112  ;  Hamilton  v. 
Royse,  2  Sch.  &  Lef.  315. 

(c)  See  Boursot  v.  Savage,  2  Eq. 
134.-    ... 

(rf)  fVilde  V.  Gibson,  1  H.  L.  624, 
}>er  Loi\l  Cotttmliaiii. 


(e)  Brovmlie  v.  Campbell,  5  App. 
Ca.  952,  per  Lord  Blackburn.  See 
Earl  Beauclw.mp  v.  Winn,  6  E.  &  I. 
App.  Ca.  233,  per  Lord  Chelmaford. 

(/)  Maitland  v.  Backhouse^  17  L. 
J.  Ch.  121  ;  E»pey  v.  Lake,  10  Ha. 
260  ;  Mangles  v.  Dixon,  3  H.  L.  702  ; 
Owen  v.  Honuin,  4  H.  L.  997 ;  Dawson 
V.  Prince,  2  D.  &  J.  41  ;  Perry  v. 
If  oil,  2  D.  F.  &  J.  38  ;  Broadbent  v. 
Barlow,  3  D.  F.  &  J.  670  ;  Dettmar 
V.  Metrojmlitan  and  Provincial  Bank, 
1  H.  &  M.  641  ;  Tabor  v.  Cunniug- 
hani,  24  W.  K.  1 56. 
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like  other  legal  presumptions,  does  Dot  admit  of  dispute  {g).  If 
a  man  has  actual  notice  of  circumstances  sufficient  to  put  a 
man  of  ordinary  prudence  on  inquiry  as  to  a  particular  point, 
the  knowledge  which  he  might,  by  the  exercise  of  reasonable 
diligence,  have  obtained  will  be  imputed  to  him  by  the  Court 
The  presumption  of  the  existence  of  knowledge  is  so  strong  that 
it  cannot  be  allowed  to  be  rebutted  {h). 

There  is,  however,  no  constructive  notice,  unless  it  clearly 
appear  that  the  inquiry  suggested  by  the  facts  known  or  dis«- 
covered  would,  if  fairly  pursued,  result  in  the  discoveiy.  There 
must  appear  to  be  in  the  nature  of  the  case  such  a  connec- 
tion between  the  fact  discovered  and  the  further  facts  to  be 
discovered  that  the  former  may  be  said  to  furnish  a  clue — a 
reasonable  and  natural  clue — to  the  latter  (i). 

The  doctrine  of  constructive  notice  applies  with  peculiar  force 
where  the  Court  is  satisfied  that  a  man  has  designedly  abstained 
from  inquiry  for  the  very  puipose  of  avoiding  knowledge. 
Wilful  ignorance  is  not  to  be  distinguished,  in  its  equitable 
consequences,  from  actual  knowledge  {k).  If,  however,  a  man 
abstain  from  inquiry  where  inquiry  ought  to  have  been  made, 
it  is  immaterial  that  the  neglect  to  make  inquiry  may  not  have 
proceeded  from  any  wish  to  avoid  knowledge.  It  may  be  that 
inquiry  might  not  have  brought  out  the  truth  ;  but  a  man  who 
abstains  from  inquiry  where  inquiry  ought  to  have  been  made, 
cannot  be  heard  to  say  so  and  to  rely  on  his  ignorance  (Z).  In 
the  absence  of  inquiry,  where  inquiry  ought  to  have  been  made, 
the  Court  is  bound  to  assume  that  the  person  from  whom 
inquiry  should  have  been  made  would  have  done  what  it  was 


Chap.  IV. 
Sect.  3. 


((7)  Williamson  v.  Browriy  1  Smith 
(Amer.),  359,  per  Selden,  J.  ;  Bird- 
sail  V.  Russell,  2  Tiff.  (Amer.),  249. 

(A)  Pluinh  V.  FluiU,  2  Anat.  438, 
per  C.  B.  Eyre ;  Hewitt  v.  Loose- 
morey  9  Ha.  455,  per  Turner,  L.  J. ; 
Espin  V.  Peviberton,  3  D.  &  J.  554, 
per  Lord  Chelmsford ;  Jones  v. 
Gordon,  2  App.  Ca.  632. 

(i)  BirdsaU  v.  BushU,  2  Tiff. 
(Amer.),  250. 

(k)  Jones  V.  Smithy  1  Ha,  56, 1  Ph. 


244  ;  Omn .  v.  Homan,  4  H.  L.  997, 
1035  ;  Jones  v.  Gordon,  2  App.  Ca. 
632  ;  KettUwell  v.  Watsony  21  Ch. 
D.  706. 

(0  Jones  V.  Smithy  1  Ha.  43 ; 
West  V.  Reidy  2  Ha.  249  ;  Maitland 
v.  Backhoussy  17  L.  J.  Ch.  121  ;  Jones 
V,  WilliamSy  24  Beav.  47  ;  Mayor  of 
Berwick  v.  Murrayy  7  D.  M.  &  G. 
497;  General  Steam  Navigation  Co. 
V.  BoUy  6  C.  B.  N.  S.  660.  See  Far- 
rant  V.  Blachford^  1  D.  J.  &  S.  107. 


248 


CONSTRUCTIVE  NOTICE. 


Chap.  IV. 
Sect;  8. 


his  duty  to  do(m).  A  man  cannot  escape  being  fixed  with 
constructive  notice  by  not  using  the  ordinary  caution  of  em- 
ploying a  solicitor  to  protect  his  interest.  If  a  man  employs  no 
solicitor  he  will  be  held  to  have  exactly  the  same  knowledge, 
and  will  be  liable  to  the  same  extent  as  if  he  had  employed  a 
solicitor  (n). 

If  mere  want  of  caution,  as  distinguished  from  gi'oss  and 
culpable  negligence  is  all  that  can  be  imputed  to  a  man,  the 
doctrine  of  constructive  notice  will  not  apply  (o).  The  doctrine 
does  not  go  to  the  extent  of  fixing  a  man  with  such  knowledge 
as  he  might  by  the  exercise  of  extreme  and  extraordinary 
caution  have  obtained.  A  man  is  in  no  case  bound  to  use 
every  exertion  to  obtain  information.  The  want,  indeed,  of  that 
caution  which  a  wary  and  prudent  man  might,  and  probably 
would  have  adopted,  is  not  such  negligence  as  will  aflSx  a  party 
with  notice  of  what  he  might  have  ascertained  (2?).  The  means 
of  knowledge  by  which  a  man  will  be  affected  with  notice  must 
be  means  of  knowledge  which  are  practically  within  reach,  and 
of  which  a  reasonable  man  or  a  man  of  ordinary  prudence  might 
have  been  expected  to  avail  himself  (g').  A  recent  statute 
enacts  that  a  purchaser,  lessee,  or  mortgagee,  or  an  intending 
purchaser,  lessee,  or  mortgagee,  or  other  person  who  for  valuable 
consideration  takes  or  deals  for  the  property,  shall  not  be  pre- 
j^idicially  affected  by  notice  of  any  instrument,  fact,  or  thing 
unless  it  would  have  come  to  his  knowledge,  if  such  inquiries 


(m)  Knight  v.  Bowyer,  2  D.  &  J. 
450. 

(n)  Kennedy  v.  Cfreeny  3  M.  &  K, 
699 ;  Harrison  v.  Ghiest,  6  D.  M.  & 
G.  428,  8  H.  L.  481. 

(0)  Jones  V.  Smith,  1  Ha,  55  ;  West 
V.  Beid,  2  Ha.  249,  259  ;  JVare  v. 
Egmont,  4  D.  M.  &  G.  460  ;  JVilson 
V.  Hart,  2  H.  &  M.  551.  See  Dodds 
v.  Hills,  ib.  426. 

(p)  Hill  V.  Simpson^  7  Ves.  169  ; 
niiUbread  v.  Jordan,  1  Y.  &  C.  317  ; 
Joves  V.  Smith,  1  Ph.  257  ;  West  v. 
lUid,  2  Ha.  250  ;  Jf^are  v.  Eymont, 
4  D,  M.  &  G.  460  ;  Re  National  Life 


Insurance  and  Investment  Association, 
31  L.  J^  Ch.  828  ;  Hunter  y.  Walters, 
7  Cb.  85. 

(q)  Jackson  v.  Rowe,  2  Sim.  &  St. 
472  ;  Broadhent  v.  Barlow,  3  D.  F.  & 
J.  570 ;  Att.^Gen.  v.  Biphosphated 
Guano  Co.,  11  Ch.  D,  337 ;  Jones  v. 
Rimmer,  14  Ch.  D.  589;  Henderson 
V.  Comptoir  d*Escompte  de  Paris,  L. 
B.  5  P.  C.  262.  It  is  tlie  duty  of 
a  purchaser  by  marriage  to  make 
inquiries  just  as  much  as  it  is  the 
duty  of  other  purchasers  for  value. 
Jackson  v.  Rome,  2  Sim.  &  St.  472. 
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and  inspections  had  been  made  as  ought  reasonably  to  have 
been  made  by  him  (r).  Mere  suspicion,  or  vague  and  indeter- 
minate rumour  is  not  suflScient  to  put  a  man  upon  inquiry  (g). 
There  must  be  a  reasonable  certainty  as  to  time,  place,  circum- 
stances, or  pereons  (t).  The  question  is  not  whether  a  man  had 
the  means  of  obtaining,  and  might  by  prudent  caution  have 
obtained,  the  knowledge  in  question,  but  whether  the  not  ob- 
taining it  was  an  act  of  gross  and  culpable  negligence  (u). 
Negligence  supposes  a  disregard  of  some  act  known  to  a  man 
which  at  least  indicates  the  existence  of  that  fact,  notice  of 
which  the  Court  imputes  to  him  (x).  There  is  often  much 
diflficulty  in  drawing  the  line  between  the  degree  of  negligence, 
which  shall  be  gross  negligence,  and  that  mere  want  of  caution 
which,  in  the  absence  of  fraud,  does  not  amount  to  negligence 
in  the  legal  sense  of  the  term.  No  general  rule  can  be  laid 
down  which  shall  govern  all  cases.  Each  case  must  depend  on 
its  own  circumstances  (y). 

"  I  must  not  part  with  the  case,"  said  Lord  Cran worth,  in 
Ware  v.  Lord  Egmont  (z),  "  without  expressing  my  concuiTence 
in  what  has  on  many  occasions  of  late  years  fallen  from  judges 
of  great  eminence  on  the  subject  of  constructive  notice,  that  it 
is  highly  inexpedient  to  extend  the  doctrine — to  attempt 
to  apply  it  to  cases  to  which  it  has  not  hitherto  been  held 
applicable.  When  a  person  has  actual  notice  of  any  state 
of  facts,  there  can  be  no  danger  of  injustice  if  he  is  held  to  be 


Chap.  IV. 
Sect  8. 


(r)  45  &  46  Vict.  c.  39,  s.  3  (1). 

(«)  Wliitfield  V.  Faiutset,  1  Ves. 
392 ;  Hine  v.  Doddy  2  Atk.  275  ; 
New  Sornbrero  Phosphate  Co.  v. 
ErlangeTf  5  Ch.  D.  117.  See  Central 
Railway  Co,  of  Venezuela  v.  Kischy  2 
E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  112. 

(0  Story,  Eq.  Jiir.  400 ;  General 
Steam  Navigation  Co.  v.  Rolt,  6  C, 
B.  N.  S.  550.  See  Blacklow  v.  Lav?s, 
2  Ha.  48. 

(u)  Ware  v,  Egmont,  4  D.  M,  & 
G.  460  ;  Montefiore  v.  Brotimey  7  H. 
L.  241.  See  Borell  v.  Dann,  2  Ha. 
446  J  Greenslade  v.  Dare,  20  Beav. 


284  ;  TUdeslsy  v.  LodgSy  3  Sm.  &  G. 
543  ;  Re  National  Life  Assurance  and 
Investment  Association,  31  L.  J.  Ch. 
828. 

(x)  West  V.  Reid,  2  Ha.  249,  259. 
See  Greenslade  v.  Darey  20  Beav. 
284. 

(y)  Jones  v.  Smith,  1  Ha.  55 ; 
Wegt  V.  Reid,  2  Ha.  249 ;  Ware  v. 
Egmont,  4  D.  M.  &  G.  460 ;  Colyer 
V.  Finch,  5  H.  L.  905  ;  Perry-Herrick 
V.  Attwood,  2  D.  &  J.  21  ;  Dixon  v. 
Muckleston,  8  Ch.  160.  See  as  to 
negligence,  supra,  pp.  115 — 117, 

(z)  4  P.  M,  &  G,  473. 
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Cbap.  lY.      bound  by  all  the  consequences  of  what  he  knows  to  exist.     But 
'  when  he  has  not  actual  notice  he  ought  not  to  be  treated  as  if 


he  had,  unless  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  such  as  to 
enable  the  Court  to  say  not  only  that  he  might  have  acquired, 
but  also  that  he  ought  to  have  acquired,  the  notice  with  which  it 
is  sought  to  affect  him — ^that  he  would  have  acquired  it  but  for 
his  gross  negligence  in  conducting  the  business  in  question  (a). 

If  a  man  has  actual  notice  that  the  property  in  question  is  in 
fact  charged,  encumbered,  or  in  some  way  affected,  or  has  actual 
notice  of  facts  mising  a  presumption  that  it  is  so,  he  is  bound 
in  equity,  with  constructive  notice  of  all  facts  and  instruments, 
to  a  knowledge  of  which  he  would  have  been  led  by  an  inquiry 
after  the  charge,  incumbrance,  or  other  circumstances  affecting 
the  property  of  which  he  had  actual  notice  (6). 

Where,  accordingly  a  man  has  notice,  whether  by  recital, 
description  of  parties,  or  otherwise,  of  an  instrument,  which 
from  its  nature  must  form  directly  or  presumptively  a  link  in 
the  title,  or  is  told  at  the  time  that  it  does  so,  he  will  be  presumed 
to  have  examined  it,  and  therefore  to  have  notice  of  all  instru- 
ments or  facts  to  which  an  examination  would  have  led  him  (c). 
Notice  of  a  deed      A  purchaser,  accordingly,  who  has  actual  notice  of  a  deed,  is 

bound  by  all  its  contents  ((2),  and  has  notice  of  all  equities 
springing  out  of  the  deed  (e),  and  of  all  instruments  to  which 

(a)  See  Armstro^ig  v.  Lynn,  I.  R.  H^est  v.  Reid,  2  Ha.  249  ;  batman  v, 

9  Eq.  195.  Harland,  17  CL  D.  353.     See  Plumb 

(6)  1  Ha.  55,  2>«r  Wigram,  V.-C,  v.  Flidtt,  2  Anst  432  ;  Palm4^  v. 

7  H.  L.  262,  per  Lord  Chelmsford.  Ulieeler,  2  Ba.  &  Be.  31 ;  Eyre  v. 

See  Downes  v.  Power,  2  Ba.  &  Be.  Dolphin,ih.2Q0;M(il'p(isv.Ackland, 

493 ;    Grant    v.    Cavipbell,  6   Dow.  3  Russ.  273  ;  Roddy  v.  JVUliains,  3 

239  ;  Neesom  y,  Clarhan,  2  Ha.  163  ;  J.  &  L.  1  ;  Steadman  v.  Poole,  16  L. 

West  V.  Reid,  ib.  249  ;  Att-Gen.  v.  J.   Ch.  349  ;    Cox  v.    Covcnhn,  31 

Flint,  4  Ha.  147  ;  Frail  v.  Ellis,  16  Beav.   378  ;    Clements  v.    JFelles,  1 

Beav.  350  ;  Re  BrighVs  TrusU,  21  Eq.  200  ;  Sluiw  v.  Foster,  5  E.  &  I. 

Beav.  430  ;  Coles  v.  Sims,  5  D.  M.  &  App.  Ca.  336. 

G.  1  ;  IVelchman  v.  Coventry  Union  (d)  Tanner  v.  Florence,  1   Ch.  Ca. 

Bank,  8  W.  R.  729  ;  Jay  v.  Richard-  259  ;  Taylor  v.  Stibbert,  2  Ves.  Jr. 

«w,  30  Beav.  563  ;  Cox  v.  Coventon,  437  ;  Neesom  v.  Clarkson,  2  Ha.  173. 

31  Beav.  388  ;  Locke  v.  Prescott,  32  (e)  Hamilton  v.  Royse,  2  Sch.  & 

Beav.  261  ;  Leigh  v.  Lloyd,  2  D.  J.  Lef.  326  ;  but  see  LI.  &  G.  264,  per 

&  S.  330  ;  M'Bryde  v.  Eykyn,  25  L.  Lord  St.  Leonards,  Sug.  V.   &   P. 

T.  N.S.  192.  777. 

(c)  Jones  V.    Smith,   1    Ph.    253  ; 


IB  notice  of  its 
contenta. 
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an  examination  of  the  deed  would  have  led  him  (/)  ;   even      Chup.  IV. 

although  such  instruments  are  not  actually  recited,  but  there '-'- — 

is  only  a  recital  that  the  property  is  subject  to  limitations 
which  in  fact  correspond  with  the  limitations  thereby  created  (g). 
If  the  deed  under  which  he  takes  title  be  a  settlement,  he  takes 
with  notice  of  all  equities  springing  out  of  the  settlement  (h). 
Notice  of  a  post-nuptial  and  apparently  voluntary  settlement 
agreement  is  notice  of  the  ante-nuptial  settlement  on  which  it 
is  founded  (i).  So,  also,  notice  of  an  equitable  claim  as  affecting 
an  unspecified  portion  of  the  property  is  notice  of  the  claim  as 
in  fact  affecting  the  entirety  (k).  If  the  deed  under  which  he 
takes  title  shows  that  there  are  incumbrances  affecting  the 
property  to  which  the  deed  relates,  he  takes  with  notice  of  all 
such  incumbrances  (t).  In  Peto  v.  Hammond  (m),  the  pur- 
chaser of  land  from  the  allottees  of  a  building  society,  who  had 
not  inquired  for  the  conveyance  of  the  land  to  the  trustees  of  the 
society,  was  held  bound  not  only  by  the  notice  of  the  deed,  but 
also  by  what  would  have  certainly  been  told  him,  if  he  had 
inquired  for  the  deed,  namely,  that  the  deed  had  been 
retained  by  the  party  who  had  sold  the  land  to  the  trustees,  as 
an  equitable  mortgage,  with  a  covenant  from  the  trustees  to 
convey  the  legal  estate  to  him,  if  required.  So,  also,  it  has 
been  held  that  notice  of  a  prior  conveyance  and  of  the  then 
vendor's  title  is  notice  of  his  lien  for  unpaid  purchase-monies (ti). 
So,  also,  an  inaccurate  recital  of  a  will  has  been  held  notice  of 
its  real  contents  (o).  So,  also,  if  a  man  purchases  from  a  seller 
whose  conveyance  was  "subject  to  all  the  mortgages  and 
charges  affecting  the  same,"  he  will  be  bound  by  a  prior  deposit 
of  the  deeds  relating  to  a  poition  of  the  estate  of  which  he  had 
not  notice,  although  there  were  other  charges  of  which  he  was 
informed,  which*satisfied  the  word,  "  mortgages  and  charges  "(^). 

(/)  Coppin  V.  Femyhoughy  2  Bro.  (i)  Ferrarsv.  Cherry ^  2  Vem.  384. 

C.  C.  291 ;  Bisco  v.  Earl  of  Banbury,  (k)  Att.-Gen.  v.  Flint,  4  Ha.  147. 

1    Ch.    Ca.   287,   291  ;    Tanner    v.  (/)  Montefiore  v.  Brovme,  7  H.  L. 

Florence,  ib.  iJ59,   260  ;    Davie6   v.  241  ;  but  see  Sug.  V.  &  P.  777. 

Thomas,  2  Y.  &  C.  234.  (m)  30  Beav.  495. 

(g)  Ne^som  v.  Clarkson,  2  Ha.  163.  (n)  Davies  v.  Thomas,  2  Y.  &  C.234. 

(h)  Hamilton  v.  Royse,  2  Sch.  &  (o)  Hope  v.  Lid  dell,  21  Beav.  183. 

Lef.  326.  {p)  Jones  v.  Williams,  24  Beav.  47. 
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Notice  of  a  lease 
is  notice  of  all 
its  contentfl. 


A  prospectus,  however,  of  a  company,  mentioning  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  in  which  Act  a  deed  of  settlement  is  recited,  is  not 
of  itself  sufficient  to  fix  any  person  reading  the  prospectus  with 
constructive  notice  of  the  contents  of  the  deed.  To  hold  that 
be  was,  would  be  carrying  the  doctrine  of  constructive  notice 
too  far  (q). 

So,  also,  notice  of  a  lease  is  notice  of  all  its  contents  (r).  If 
a  purchaser  has  notice  that  property  is  held  under  a  lease,  he 
cannot  object  that  he  had  no  notice  of  any  particular  covenant 
therein  contained  (d).  The  omission  on  the  part  of  the  vendor 
to  state  unusual  covenants  in  the  particulars  of  sale  does  not 
affect  the  title  (t),  nor  is  it  a  misrepresentation,  although  the 
value  of  the  premises  may  be  lessened  by  such  covenants  (w). 
In  a  case  where  the  conditions  of  sale  were  silent  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  covenants,  and  required  that  the  purchaser  should 
covenant  with  the  vendor  for  the  performance  of  the  covenants 
and  conditions  in  the  lease,  a  covenant  in  the  lease  against 
carrying  on  certain  specified  trades,  "  or  any  other  noisome 
or  offensive  trade,"  was  held  to  be  no  objection  to  the  title  (a?). 
So,  also,  a  clause  against  alienation  without  the  lessor's  consent 
was  held  to  be  no  objection  in  the  lease  of  a  house,  at  least  in 
or  near  London  (y). 

A  man  who  wishes  to  protect  himself  against  unusual  or  par- 
ticular covenants  should  before  purchasing  inquire  into  the 
covenants  and  stipulations  of  the  original  lease,  so  as  to  know 
precisely  the  terms  on  which  the  property  is  held  {z).    If  there 


(q)  Re  National  Assurance  -4mo- 
eiation,  AherwnCs  Case,  4  D.  F.  &  J. 

111. 

(r)  HaU  V.  SmUh,  14  Vea.  486  ; 
VTalter  v.  Maunde,  1  J.  &  W.  181  ; 
Smith  V.  Caprony  7  Ha.  191  ;  Dawes 
V.  BettSy  12  Jur.  709  ;  Lewis  v.  Bond, 
18  Beav.  85  ;  Parker  v.  WTiitfy  1  H. 
&  M.  167  ;  Clements  v.  WelleSy  1  Eq. 
200  ;  Fielden  v.  SlateVy  7  Eq.  523  ; 
but  see  Martin  v.  Cotter y  3  J.  &  L. 
506,  per  Lord  St.  Leonards. 

(«)  lb. 

(t)  Pope  v.  Garland,  4  Y.  &  C. 


394. 

(u)  Spunner  v.  Walsky  10  Ir.  Eq. 
386,  lllr.  Eq.  598. 

(x)  Grosvenor  v.  Green,  28  L.  J. 
Ch.  173  ;  Flood  V.  Pritchardy  40  L. 
T.  N.  S.  873  ;  ThomcweU  v.  Johnson, 
50L.  J.  Ch.  661. 

(y)  Strangways  v.  Bishop,  29  L.  T. 
120. 

(*)  Pope  V.  Garland,  4  Y.  &  C. 
394 ;  MaHin  v.  Cotter,  3  J.  &  L. 
506  ;  Cullen  v.  C^Meara,  L.  R.  Ir.  2 
C.  L.  663 ;  Wilson  v.  HaH,  1  Ch. 
463. 
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be  no  misrepresentation  by  the  vendor,  the  purchaser  is  bound 
by  the  contents  of  the  lease  (a) ;  but  if  there  be  misrepresen- . 
tation  BO  that  the  acuteness  and  industry  of  the  purchaser  is 
set  to  sleep,  and  he  is  induced  to  believe  the  contrary  of  what 
is  the  real  state  of  the  case,  the  vendor  is  in  such  case  bound 
by  the  misrepresentation  (6).  If,  for  instance^  the  terms  of  a 
particular  covenant  turn  out  to  be  of  a  much  more  stringent 
description  than  they  were  represented  to  be,  there  is  fraud  (c). 

The  rule  that  notice  of  a  lease  is  notice  of  its  contents  applies 
to  the  case  of  sales  under  a  decree  as  well  as  to  the  case  of 
sales  out  of  Court  (d). 

Though  notice  of  a  lease  is  notice  of  its  contents,  the  Court 
may,  on  the  application  for  specific  performance,  decline  to 
gi'ant  specific  performance  of  a  lease  containing  covenants  of  an 
unusual  nature,  if  the  person  against  whom  the  relief  is  sought 
had  no  reasonable  means  of  inspecting  the  original  lease,  or 
knowing  its  contents  (e).  If,  however,  ho  has  had  reasonable 
means  of  inspecting  the  lease,  specific  performance  will  be 
decreed  (/),  although  he  may  have  intended  to  apply  the  pro- 
perty to  a  purpose  which,  as  it  turned  out,  was  prohibited  (g). 
It  is  immaterial  in  such  case  whether  or  not  the  vendor  knew 
the  purchaser's  intention  {h). 

So,  also,  and  upon  the  same  principle,  where  a  man  is  of  Notice  that  a 

•     ■ 

right  in  possession  of  corporeal  hereditaments,  he  is  entitled  j^J^ion  of 
to  impute  knowledge  of  that  possession  to  all  who  deal  for  any  ^^  w  notice  of 

^  o  ^  •'his  equities 

interest  in  the  property,  and  persons  so  dealing  cannot  be  heard  therein  and 

thereto. 


(a)  Pope  v!  Garland.,  4  Y.  &  C. 
394 ;  Spunner  v.  WaUh,  10  Ir.  Eq. 
400  ;  WiUon  v.  Hart,  1  Ch.  463. 

(h)  Pope  V.  GarlaTid,  4  Y.  &  C. 
394. 

(c)  Flight  V.  Booth,  1  Bing.  N.  C. 
377 ;  Van  v.  Corpe,  3  M.  &  K.  269  ; 
CuUen  V.  CMiam,  Ir.  4  C.  L.  538, 
supra,  p.  54. 

(d)  Spunner  v.  Walsh,  10  Ir.  Eq. 
386. 

(e)  Hanbury  v.  Litchfield,  3  M.  ft 
K.  629  ;  Flight  v.  Barton,  3  M.  &  K. 


282 ;  Nelthorpe  v.  Holgate,  1  ColL 
203  ;  MaHin  v.  Cotter,  3  J.  &  L. 
507  ;  Williams  v.  Livesey,  18  Beav. 
206 ;  Bnimfit  v.  Morton,  3  Jur.  N. 
S.  1198;  Darlington  v.  Hamiltcm, 
Kay,  650  ;  Hydey.  Warren,  3  Exch. 
D.80. 

(/)  Smith  V.  Capron,  7  Ha.'l91 ; 
Flood  V.  Pritchard,  40  L.  T.  N.  S. 
873. 

(g)  Morley  v,  Olavering,  29  Beav. 
84. 

(h)  lb. 
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Chap.  IV.      to  deny  notice  of  the  title  under  which  the  possession  is  held  (i). 

— Notice,  accordingly,  that  the  occupier  holds  as  tenant  to  A.  is 

notice  of  A/s  title  (&).  So  also  notice  that  the  rents  are 
received  by  A.  is  notice  of  A/s  title  and  of  the  instrument  under 
which  he  claims  (Z),  and  of  the  character  in  which  he  receives 
them  (m).  So  also  notice  that  receipts  have  been  given  to  and 
accepted  by  the  vendor  for  an  annual  payment  as  rent,  but 
which  the  vendor  and  purchaser  claiming  under  him  subse- 
quently contend  was  in  fact  a  rent-charge,  is  notice  to  the  pur- 
chaser of  the  payee's  title  to  the  freehold  (n)  ;  nor  is  it  neces- 
sary that  such  possession  should  be  continually  visible  or 
actively  asserted.  If  a  man  has  once  received  rightful  posses- 
sion of  land,  he  may  go  to  any  distance  from  it  without  author- 
ising any  servant,  or  agent,  or  other  person  to  enter  upon  it,  or 
look  after  it,  may  leave  it  for  years  uncultivated  and  unused, 
may  set  no  mark  of  ownership  upon  it,  and  his  possession 
may  nevertheless  continue,  at  least  unless  his  conduct  affords 
evidence  of  intentional  abandonment  A  man  who  knows,  or 
cannot  be  heard  to  deny  that  he  knows,  another  to  be  in  posses- 
sion of  a  certain  property,  cannot  for  any  civil  purpose,  as 
against  him  at  least,  be  heard  to  deny  having  thereby  notice  of 
the  title  or  alleged  title  under  which,  or  in  respect  of  which,  the 
former  is  or  claims  to  be  in  that  possession  (p).  Where,  accord- 
ingly, the  purchaser  of  mines  took  possession  under  the  agree- 
ment for  puixihase,  without  any  conveyance,  it  was  held  that  a 
subsequent  purchaser  of  land,  without  any  exception  of  mines, 
took  with  notice  of  the  agreement  (q). 

The  rule  that  if  a  person  is  in  possession  of  property,  notice 
of  the  title  under  which  he  is  in  possession  must  be  attributed 

(t)  Taylor  v.  StQibert,  2  Ves.  Jr.  640. 

437  ;   OrofUm  v.  Omwfry,  2  Sch.   &  (m)  S.  C.  2  D.  &  J.  421. 

Lef.  683 ;  P(ymU  v.  DiUon,  2  Ba.  &  (n)  AU,'Gtn.  v.  Stepheru,  1  K.  & 

Be.  416  ;  Greenwood  v.  Bairstoto,  6  J.  750,  6  D.  M.  &  G.  111. 

L.  J.*Ch.  N.  S.  179  ;  Jones  v.  Smith,  (p)  Holmes  v.  Powell,  8  D.  M.  & 

1  Ha.  60  ;  Holmes  v.  Poioell,  8  D.  M.  0.  580 ;  but  see  Cavander  v.  Bulted, 

&  G.  580.  9  Ch.  82,  per  Jamea,  L.  J. 

(jfc)  Bailey  v.   Richardson,  9   Ha.  {q)  Holmes  v.  PoweU,  8  D.  M.  A 

734.  G.  580. 

(0  Knuhi    V.  Bowyer,  23  Beav. 
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to  every  one  wHo  deals  with  that  property,  applies  to  cases  where      Chap.  IV. 

a  partnership  firm  is  in  possession  of  property.     If  a  partner- '- — *- — - 

ship  firm  is  in  possession  of  property,  a  person  who  deals  with 
one  of  the  parties  in  respect  of  that  property  is  put  upon 
inquiry  as  to  the  interest  of  the  firm  in  it.  He  has  notice  that 
the  part-owners  have  made  some  bargain  about  it  which  gives 
each  an  interest  in  the  moiety  belonging  to  the  other,  and  he  is 
put  upon  inquiry  what  the  extent  of  that  interest  is  (r).  If 
moreover,  the  title  deeds  of  the  property  are  handed  over  by 
way  of  equitable  mortgage  by  one  of  the  partners  to  secure 
a  private  debt  of  his  own,  and  the  equitable  mortgagee  has 
notice  that  the  property  is  partnership  property,  the  partner- 
ship property  must  as  against  him  be  applied  in  payment  of 
partnership  debts  whether  contracted  before  or  after  the 
security  («). 

If  there  be  a  tenant  in  possession  of  land,  a  purchaser  is 
bound  by  all  the  equities  which  the  tenant  could  enforce 
against  the  vendor,  and  the  equity  of  the  tenant  extends  not 
only  to  interests  connected  with  his  tenancy,  as  in  Taylor 
V.  Stibbert  {t),  but  also  to  interests  under  collateral  agree- 
ments (u),  the  principle  being  the  same  in  both  cases,  namely, 
that  the  possession  of  the  tenant  is  notice  that  he  has  some 
interest  in  the  land,  and  that  a  purchaser  having  notice  of  that 
fact  is  bound  either  to  inquire  what  the  interest  is,  or  to  give 
effect  to  it  whatever  it  may  be  {x).  If  the  tenant  has  even 
changed  his  character  by  having  agreed  to  purchase  the  estate, 
his  possession  amounts  to  notice  of  his  equitable  title  as  pur- 
chaser (y). 

The  principle  that  possession  by  a  tenant  of  land  is  notice 
of  the  terms  of  his  holding,  applies  to  a  case  where  a  man  buys 
property  subject  to  an    easement.      He  is  bound  by  all  the 

(r)  Gavander  v.  BuUeel,  9  Ch.  79.  Moo,  P.  C.  32  ;  Knight  v.  Bowyer,  2 

(«)  lb.  D.  &  J.  460  ;  Mumford  v.  StoKwautr^ 

\t)  2  Ve«.  Jr.  437.  18  Eq.  556. 

(it)  Daniels  v.  Damson,  16  Ves.  (y)  Danish  v.  Davison,  16  Ves. 

249,  17  Ves.  433  ;  AUm  v.  Anthony,  249,  17  Ves.  433  ;  Croftony.  Ormshy, 

1    Mer.     282.      Conip.    Hughes    v.  2  Sch.  &  Lef.  583  ;  PoweU  v.  DiUon, 

fieanor,  18  W.  R.  1122.  2  Ba.   &  Be.  416;   JVUbraham  v. 

(«)  Earnhardt  v.    Greenshields,  9  Livesey,  18  Beav.  206. 


256  CONSTRUCTIVE  NOTICE. 

^a^'  V'      equities  which  bound  his  vendors  (z).     So  also  when  the  mort- 

gagee  of  a  burial  ground  had  notice  of  the  purposes  to  which 

it  was  devoted,  he  was  held  bound  by  the  right  of  burial,  tem- 
poraiy  or  in  perpetuity,  granted  by  his  mortgagor  when  left 
in  possession  (a). 

Notice,  however,  of  a  past  tenancy  is  not  notice  of  the  tenant's 
equitable  interests  (6),  nor  when  the  vendor  is  himself  the 
tenant,  and  has  acknowledged  payment  of  the  purchase-money 
both  in  the  body  of  the  conveyance  and  by  the  usual  endorsed 
receipt,  is  the  tenancy  notice  of  his  lien  for  any  part  thereof 
which  may  in  fact  remain  unpaid  (c).  Nor  is  notice  of  a  tenancy 
necessarily  notice  of  the  tenant's  equities  as  between  vendor 
and  purchaser  (d).  A  man  who  has  notice  of  the  occupation  of 
a  tenant  is  not  bound  to  go  to  the  tenant  and  inquire  what 
is  the  nature  of  his  tenancy  (e).  There  are  some  dicta  in 
James  v.  Litchfield  (ea),  which  go  neaiiy  to  that  extent,  and 
which  support  the  notion  that  the  doctrine  of  Daniels  v. 
Davison  applies  as  between  vendor  and  purchaser,  and  whilst 
the  matter  still  rests  in  contract.  The  doctrine  in  question 
refers  to  equities  between  the  purchaser  and  the  tenant  when 
the  legal  estate  has  passed  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
rights  and  liabilities  of  vendors  and  purchasers  between  them- 
selves. If  there  is  anything  in  the  nature  of  the  tenancies 
which  aflFects  the  property  sold,  the  vendor  is  bound  to  tell  the 
purchaser  and  let  him  know  what  it  is  which  is  being  sold  (/). 
Nor  is  notice  of  a  tenancy  constructive  notice  of  the  lessor's 
title  {g).  Nor  will  a  bond  fide  purchaser,  otherwise  with- 
out notice,  be  affected  by  the  mere  circumstance  of  the  vendor 
having  been  out  of  possession  for  many  yeai*s.  A  purchaser 
neglecting  to  inquire  into  the  title  of  the  occupier  is  not  affected 
by  any  other  equities  than  those  which  such  occupier  may  insist 

(«)  H&rvey  v.  Smith,  1  K.  ^  &  J.  (d)  Nelthorpe  v.  EolgaJU,  1   ColL 

389,  22  Beav.  299.  203. 

(a)  Mortlani   v.  Richardson,  22  (e)  CahaUero  v.  Henty,  9  CL  447. 

Beav.  596.  (•«)  9  Eq.  54. 

(6)  Miles  V.  LangUy,  1  R  &  M.  (/)  CahaUero  v.  Henty,  9  Ch.  447. 

39, 2  R.  &  M.  626.  ig)  Jones  v.  Smith,  1  Ha.  63,  per 

(c)  WhiU   V.    Wakefield,  7   Sim.  Wigram,  V.  0. ;  Earnhardt  y,  Qreen- 

401.  shields,  9  Moo.  P.  C.  34. 
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Chap.  nr. 

Sect.  8* 


on.  If  a  person  equitably  entitled  to  an  estate  lets  it  to  a 
tenant  who  takes  possession,  and  then  the  person  having  the  - 
legal  estate  sells  to  a  person  who  purchases  bond  fide  and  with- 
out notice  of  the  equitable  claim,  the  purchaser  will  hold  against 
the  equitable  owner,  although  he  had  notice  of  the  tenant 
being  in  possession  (h).  In  all  cases  the  possession  relied  on 
has  been  the  actual  occupation  of  the  land,  and  the  equity 
sought  to  be  enforced  has  been  on  behalf  of  the  party  so  in  pos- 
session (^).  But  it  must  be  remembered  that  by  the  party  in 
occupation  is  meant,  not  merely  the  person  who  by  himself  and 
his  labourers  tills  th6  ground,  but  the  person  who  is  known  to 
receive  the  rents  from  the  person  in  occupation  {k).  So  also 
notice  of  the  legal  estate  being  outstanding  is  notice  of  the 
trusts  on  which  it  is  held  (Q  ;  and  notice  that  the  title  deeds 
are  in  the  possession  of  a  third  party  is  notice  of  any  charge  he 
has  upon  the  property  (m).  So  also  notice  that  the  title  is  a 
mortgage  title  seems  to  be  notice  of  any  dealings  by  the  mort- 
gagee with  the  mortgagor  which  may  have  kept  alive  the  equity 
of  redemption  (ii). 

So  also,  and  upon  the  same  principle,  a  person  has  been  held  Peiwm  held  to 
to  be  affected  with  notice  of  a  fraud  affecting  a  deed,  and  which  fa^e  which  he 
the  unusual  manner  in  which  it  was  executed  oufi^ht  to  have  ?"«***  *^  ^^« 

°  known, 

suggested  to  his  solicitor  (o).  So  also  if  a  bill  be  accepted  in 
blank,  and  the  acceptor  was  aware  of  the  fact,  there  is  notice 
of  any  fraudulent  use  that  may  have  been  made  of  it  {p).  So 
also  a  lessee  (g),  or  a  sub-lessee,  has  notice  of  the  title  of  the 
immediate  and  (in  the  case  of  a  sub-lessee)  original  lessor  (r), 


Qi)  OxwUh  V.  Plvmmer,  2  Vem. 
636 ;  Bamkardt  v.  Greenshields,  9 
Moo.  P.  C.  34. 

(f)  Earnhardt  v.  QreenMddtf  ib. 

{k)  Knight  v.  Batcym'y  23  Beav. 
609,  640,  641,  2  D.  &  J.  421. 

(i)  Anon,,  2  Freem.  137. 

(m)  Hiem  v.  MUl,  13  Vea.  122  ; 
Drydm  y.  Frosty  3  M.  &  C.  670 ; 
Maxfield  v.  Burton,  17  Eq.  18. 

(n)  See  Hansard  v.  Hardy,  18  Ves. 
462. 

(o)  Kennedy  v.  Green,  3  M.  &  K. 


699.  See  Greenelade  v.  Dare,  20 
Beav.  291  ;  Greer\field  v.  Edwards,  2 
D.  J.  &  S.  582,  Sug.  V.  &  P.  776. 

(p)  Hatch  v.  Searles,  24  L.  J.  Ch. 
22.  See  Sharp  v.  Arbuthfiot,  13  Jur. 
219. 

(q)  Att'Gen.  v.  BackhovM,  17  Vea. 
293 ;  Butler  v.  Lord  Portarlington,  1 
Dr.  &  War.  20  ;  Att.-Gen.  v.  Hall,  16 
Beav.  38& 

(r)  Steedman  v.  Poole,  6  Ha.  193. 
See  Coster  v.  Collvnge,  3  M.  &  K. 
283. 
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<^p-  IV".      and  tbe  mere  fact  that  he  is  precluded  by  the  terms  of  the 

contract  or  by  the  Vendors  and  Purchasers  Act,  1874,  s.  2, 

from  calling  for  the  lessor's  title,  will  not  exempt  him  from  the 
consequences  of  notice  (s).  So  where  a  family  solicitor,  who 
had  prepared  a  marriage  settlement,  became  the  apparent  pur 
chaser  of  the  estate  under  a  fictitious  exercise  of  the  usual  power 
of  sale,  and  subsequently  executed  instruments  purporting  to 
vest  the  estate  in  the  husband,  and  then,  as  the  husband's 
solicitor,  applied  for  a  loan  on  mortgage,  and  delivered  an 
abstract  of  the  title  as  above  referred  to  in  the  usual  way,  with 
his  name  as  solicitor,  it  was  held  that  the  purchaser  had  implied 
notice  of  his  having  been  the  solicitor  who  prepared  the  settle- 
ment, and  of  the  irregularity  of  the  nominal  purchase  (Q.  So, 
a  mortgagee,  having  notice  that  a  bill  which  formed  part  of  the 
consideration  for  the  purchase  of  the  estate  by  the  mortgagor 
remained  unpaid,  has  been  held  bound  to  inquire  whether  the 
vendor  has  any  lien  on  the  estate,  the  deed  of  conveyance 
leaving  the  point  doubtful  (u).  So,  a  purchaser  dealing  with 
trustees  for  sale,  at  a  time  or  under  circumstances  suggestive  of 
the  probability  of  the  sale  being  a  breach  of  trust,  is  bound  to 
inquire  and  see  whether  any  such  breach  of  trust  is  in  fact 
being  committed  (x).  So  also  notice  of  a  deed  is  not  only  notice 
of  its  contents,  but  of  the  facts  to  a  knowledge  of  which  the 
insisting  on  its  production  would  have  necessarily  led  (y).  So 
also  a  man  who  buys  property  from  an  agent,  with  distinct 
notice  that  the  pai-ty  with  whom  he  is  dealingjs  an  agent,  has 
cast  upon  him  the  liability  of  sustaining  the  transaction  just  as 
much  as  the  agent  himself.  If  the  transaction  could  not  be 
upheld  by  the  agent,  neither  could  it  be  supported  by  a  pur- 
chaser from  that  agent,  if  he  deals  with  him  in  his  character  of 
agent  (z). 

When,  however,  a  sale  by  fiduciary  vendors  is  apparently 
regular,  a  purch9£or  need  not  inquire  into  collateral  questions, 

(j)  Potman  v.  Harland,  17  Ch.  D.  G.  635. 

363.  (y)  Peto  v.  Hammond,  30  Beav. 

{t)  BobvMon  V.  BriggSy  1  Sm.  &  Q.  495. 

188.  («)  MoUmy  v.  jErnian,  2  Dr.  & 

(w)  Frail  v.  EUii,  16  Beav.  360.  War.  40. 

(«)  Stroughill  v.  Anstey,  1  D.  M.  & 
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Ruch  as  the  mode  in  which  the  sale  has  been  conducted  (a),      ^*p-  ^' 

^    '  fleet.  8. 


although  he  will  be  affected  with  notice  of  a  breach  of  trust  - 
clearly  deducible  from  facts  appearing  on  the  face  of  the  assur- 
ance  (6),  or  suggesting  enquiry  (c).     Nor,  allhough  a  purchaser 
of  a  lease  is  bound  to  know  from  whom  the  lessor  derived  his 
title,  is  he  affected  with  notice  of  all  the  circumstances  under 
which  he  so  derived  it(c2).     Nor,  aemble,  is  notice  of  a  lease, 
notice  of  collateral  facts  mentioned  in  the  lease  (e).    Nor  on  the 
purchase  of  A.,  one  of  two  adjoining  estates  belonging  to  the 
same  owner,  is  notice  of  building  covenants  entered  into  by 
such  owner  with  a  mortgagee  of  the  adjoining  estate  B.,  notice 
of  the  expenditure  on  both  estates  of  money  which,  under  the 
covenant,  ought  to  have  been  expended  on  B.  exclusively  (/). 
So,  also,  slight  discrepancies  in  the  plans  or  the  deeds  which,  if 
enquired  into,  might  have  led  to  the  detection  of  a  fraudulent 
dealing  with  the  property,  were  held  not  to  be  constructive 
notice  of  it  (jg). 
The  possession  of  a  client's  deeds  by  a  solicitor  is  so  usual,  PoBseMion  of 

deeds  by 

and  so  much  in  the  ordinary  course  of  transactions,  that  where  a  solicitor  of 
man  purchases  an  estate  and  is  informed  that  the  deeds  are  in  ^^i^  "  ^^ 
the  hands  of  the  solicitor  of  the  owner  of  the  estate,  there  is 
nothing  which  renders  it  necessary  for  him  to  inquire  under 
what  circumstances  the  solicitor  held  the  deeds  (A).  But  if  a 
solicitor  acquires  by  contract  a  different  interest  beyond  what 
his  character  of  solicitor  confers  (such  as  equitable  mortgagee), 
it  is  incumbent  on  him  immediately  to  give  clear  and  distinct 
notice  of  such  interest  to  all  persons  in  visible  ownership  of  the 
estate.  Such  a  case  is  not  within  the  principle  of  the  cases  in 
which  a  purchaser  of  land  has  been  held  bound  to  inquire  of  the 
tenant  in  possession  the  nature  of  his  interest  (i), 

(a)  See  Borell  v.  Danuy'  2  Ha.  440,      Kay,  556. 

450.    Se^  Ware  v.  Egmont,  4  D.  M.  (/)  HanrymanY.  Collins,  18  Beav. 

&  G.  460.  19. 

(b)  See   Att.'Gen   v.  Pargeter,    6         (g)  Hunter  v.  Walters,  7  Ch.  75. 
Beav.  150  ;  Kerr  v.  Lord  Dungannon,         (h)  Bozon  v.  WiUiams^  3  Y.  &  J. 
1  Dr.  &  War.  509,  642.  150 ;  Cory  v.  Eyre,  1  D.  J.  &  S.  149 ; 

(c)  Bowrsot  V.  Savage,  2  Eq.  134.  Bradley  v.  fitches,  9  Ch.  D.  193. 

(d)  Att,'Gen,  v.  Backhouse,  17  Ves.  (t)  Bozon  v.  Williams,  3  Y.  &  J. 
293.  150. 

(e)  See  Darlington  v.   Hamilton, 
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Chap.  IV.  The  omission  of  a  purchaser  of  property  to  inquire  after  the 

_ U title   deeds  is  gross  negligence,  and  will   affect  him  with  the 

inquh^for  tiile  knowledge  which  he  might  have  obtained  upon  inquiry.     The 
^^^DM^  possession  of  the  legal  estate  will  not  protect  a  man  who  has 

omitted  to  inquire  after  the  title  deeds,  or  who  accepts  a  fri- 
volous excuse  for  their  non-production  against  the  claim  of  an 
innocent  party  {k).  The  Court  will  in  such  a  case  infer  that  he 
has  abstained  from  inquiry  in  order  to  deprive  himself  of  know- 
ledge, and  that  he  has  wilfully  shut  his  eyes  to  the  facts  {I), 
"  A  purchaser  or  mortgagee,"  said  Lord  Selbome,  in  Agra  Bavk 
V.  Barry  (7n),  "  should  make  inquiries  after  the  title  deeds.  It 
is  merely  the  course  which  a  man  dealing  bond  fide  in  the 
proper  and  usual  manner  for  his  own  interest  ought,  by  himself 
or  his  solicitor,  to  follow  with  a  view  to  his  own  title  and  his 
own  security.  If  he  does  not  follow  that  course  the  omission  of 
it  may  be  a  thing  requiring  to  be  accounted  for  and  explained* 
It  may  be  evidence,  if  it  is  not  explained,  of  a  design  inconsis- 
tent with  bond  fide  dealing  to  avoid  knowledge  of  the  true 
state  of  the  title.  What  is  a  sufficient  explanation  must  always 
be  a  question  to  be  decided  with  reference  to  the  nature  and 
circumstances  of  each  particulai*  case."  So  also,  a  man  taking 
from  a  vendor  who  has  not  possession  of  the  deeds,  will  take 
with  notice  of  any  claim  which  the  party  in  possession  of  the 
title  deeds  has  (n).  The  omission,  however,  of  a  purchaser  to 
inquire  for  the  deeds  will  not  affect  him  with  knowledge  of 
fraud  committed  by  the  person  of  whom  he  was  bound  to  make 
inquiry  (o). 
Pirty  not  fixed        Though  notice  of  a  deed  is  notice  of  its  contents,  the  mere 

by  notice  of  deed  "  , 

merely  because    fact  that  a  man  has  been  witness  to  the  execution  of  a  deed  will 
^  ^  not  of  itself  fix  him  with  notice  of  the  contents  (p).     Nor  is 


(k)  Wortkington  v.  Morgcm,  16 
Sim.  547  ;  Tyke  v.  Webb,  6  Beav. 
652  ;  AUm  v.  Knighty  5  Ha.  272,  11 
Jut.  527;  Hewitt  v.  Lootemore,  9 
Ha.  449  ;  Cdyer  v.  Finch,  5  H.  L. 
#  905  ;  Penry-Herriek  v.  Attwood,  2  D. 
&  J.  21  ;  Peto  y.  Hammond,  30  Beav. 
495  ;  Hopgood  v.  Ernest,  3  D.  J.  &  S. 
116,  «itpra,pp.  112,  113. 


(0  JRatcliff  V.  Barnard,  6  CL  664. 

(m)  7  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  157. 

(n)  Dryden  v.  Frost,  3  M.  &  C. 
670.  See  Hiem  v.  MUl,  13  Ves. 
122.  Comp.  Bozon  v.  IViUiams,  3 
Y.  &  J.  160,  supra,  pp.  112,  113. 

(o)  Hipkins  v.  Amery,  2  Giff.  292. 

(p)  Mocatta  v.  Murgatroyd,  1  P. 
Wms.  393;   Beckett  v.   Cordley,  1 
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notice  of  a  will  passing  all  the  testator's  real  estates  generally,      Chap*  IV. 
and  not  specifically,  notice  of  all  the  particular  estates  which 


or  bdCftiiBO  lio 

the  testator  had  to  pass  (q).    Nor  if  a  purchaser  has  notice  only  heard  a  draft 
that  a  draft  of  the  deed  is  prepared,  and  not  that  the  deed  was  ™p^^ 
executed,  would  he  be  bound  by  notice,  although  the  deed  was 
actually  executed ;  for  a  purchaser  is  not  to  be  affected  by  notice 
of  a  deed  in  contemplation  (r). 
A  mere  statement  that  further  information  is  to  be  had  at  A  mere  state-. 

,  i_         /v»  n  .  .  1     .  J  ment  that  infor- 

the  omce  of  a  company  is  not  enough  to  put  persons  upon  mation  may  be 
inquiry  whether  statements  put  forward  by  directors  are  true  or  I*.*^  **  *,P*^". 

*       •'  r  J  ticular  place  la 

false  («).    But  if  a  man,  on  being  specially  referred  to  another  not  notice. 
for  information,  neglects  to  apply  to  him,  he  will  be  held  to  have  ^^^i^iy^eired 
notice  of  what  he  might  have  learnt  upon  inquiiT  (t\    So  also  ^  another  for 

information,  he 

if  a  man,  having  reasonable  grounds  to  suspect  the  existence  of  is  fixed  with 
a  fact  of  importance,  asks  one  of  the  parties  to  the  transaction,  °°**^»  • 
who  refuses  all  information,  but  does  not  ask  other  parties, 
whom  he  has  reason  to  believe  to  be  able  and  willing  to  give 
him  information,  his  ignorance  is  wilful  (u).  A  party  relying 
on  his  ignorance  of  fact  must  show,  not  only  that  he  had  not 
the  information,  but  that  he  could  not  with  diligence  have 
obtained  it  (x). 

A  man  who  in  dealing  for  propeiiy  is  told  of  anything  as  If  a  man  has 
affecting  the  property,  though  incon-ectly,  cannot  rely  on  what  ^rty^ja  affeSed, 
is  told  him,  but  is  bound  to  make  further  inquiry  and  to  ascer-  ^\]^  ^^^  ^'l*^ 

^      •'  notice  as  to  the 

tain  the   exact   truth  (y).     If  he   knows  that  another  has  or  nature  of  the 
claims   an   interest  in  the  property,  he,   in   dealing  for  that  cannot  rely  on 
property,  is  bound  to  inquire  what  that  interest  is,  although  it givento'^him^aa 
may  be  inaccurately  described  (z).    If  he  is  told  or  has  notice  ^^  ***  nature. 
that  a  certain  instrument  affects  the   property  in  question  in 


Bro.  C.  C.  357  ;  Rancliffe  v.  Parkins, 
6  Dow.  149,  222,  Sug.  V.  &  P.  751. 

(g)  Rancliffe  v.  Parkins,  6  Dow. 
149,222-224. 

(r)  Cothay  v.  Sydenham,  2  Bro.  C. 
C.  391.  See  Jones  v.  Smith,  1  Ha. 
63,  1  Ph.  266. 

(s)  Smith  V.  Reese  River  Co,,  2  Eq. 
269. 

(t)  Wason  V.  Waring,  15  Beav. 
151. 


(«)  Bainhrigge  v.  Moss,  3  Jur.  N. 
S.  68. 

(sc)  Wason  v.  Waring,  15  Beav. 
151. 

(y)  Wilson  v.  Eart,  2  H.  &  M. 
561, 1  Ch.  463.  See  Jones  v.  Smith, 
1  Ph.  255.  Comp.  Re  BrigkCs 
Trust,  21  Beav.  430. 

(«)  Gibson  v.  Ingo,  6  Ha.  112, 124. 
See  Ait.'Gen,  v.  Jones,  2  Jut.  369, 
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Chap.  lY.      some  particular  respect,  he  will  be  fixed  with  notice  of  its  pro- 

— —  yisions  if  it   should  turn  out  to  affect  the  property  in  other 

respects  also  (a).  Notice  of  a  charge  to  an  indefinite  amount, 
although  the  notice  be  innacurate  as  to  the  particulars  or  the 
extent  of  the  charge,  is  sufficient  to  put  upon  inquiry  a  party 
dealing  for  the  property  subject  to  the  charge ;  and  if  the  actual 
charge  appear  afterwards  to  be  incorrectly  described  in  the 
notice,  it  is  nevertheless  sufficient  as  a  ground  for  giving  priority 
for  the  true  amount  of  the  charge  as  against  the  party  who 
received  the  incorrect  notice  but  made  no  inquiry  (&). 

In  Taylor  y.  Baker  (c),  a  party,  at  the  time  of  making  his 
purchase,  and  before  it  was  made,  had  actual  notice  that  a 
certain  person  had  a  judgment  and  wan-ant  of  attorney  which 
affected  the  purchased  estate.  It  turned  out,  however,  that  he 
had  a  mortgage  and  not  a  judgment,  and  the  court  held  that  the 
purchaser,  having  notice  that  he  had  an  interest  affecting  the 
property,  could  not  ward  off  the  claim  to  the  incumbrance,  only 
because  the  nature  of  the  claim  was  different  from  that  which 
the  notice  conveyed  to  him  {d).  The  principle  was  carried 
further  in  PeTimy  v.  Watts  (e).  A  man  there,  who  claimed 
under  a  marriage  settlement  as  a  purchaser  withaut  notice,  had 
notice  before  his  marriage  that  a  legatee  had  given  up  her 
legacy  under  a  will  in  favour  of  the  intended  wife,  to  whom  the 
estate  upon  which  it  was  charged  belonged,  and  which  was  com- 
prised in  the  subsequent  marriage  settlement;  and  had  also 
notice  that  the  intended  wife  had  in  consequence  devised  to  the 
legatee  a  poi-tion  of  the  estate,  and  that  the  legatee  was  dead. 
This  was  held  by  Lord  Cottenham  to  be  notice  as  leading  to 
inquiry  of  an  equitable  reversionary  titie  in  the  husband  of  the 
legatee  under  a  subsequent  agreement  with  the  lady,  the 
devisor,  before  her  marriage,  to  convey  the  devised  estate  to  him. 
It  has,  however,  been  considered  by  Lord  St.  Leonards  (/),  and 

(a)  Taylor  v.  Baker,  5  Pri.  806  ;  (c)  6  Pri.  306. 

Jcuikson  V.  jRotM,  2  Sim.  &  St.  475  ;  (d)  See  Steadman  y.  Poole,  16  L. 

Farrow  v.  Rees,  4  Beav.  18  ;  MitcheU  J.  Ch.  349,  6  Ha.  193. 

T.  Steward,  35  L.  J.  Ch.  393.     See  (e)  1  Mac.  &  G.  150. 

Jones  V.  Smith,  1  Ph.  265  (/)  Sug.  V.  &  P.  766. 

(ft)  Gibson  v.  Ingo,  6  Ha.  124. 
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Chap.  IV. 
Sect.  3. 


in  Abbot  v.  6erahty{g),  that  this  case  carries  the  principle  too 
far. 

A  purchaser  or  lessee  who  has  notice  of  a  deed  forming  part 
of  the  chain  of  title  of  his  vendor  or  lessor  is  not  protected  from 
the  consequences  of  not  looking  at  the  deed  even  by  the  most 
express  representations  of  the  vendor  or  lessor  that  it  contains 
no  restrictive  covenants  nor  anything  affecting  the  title  (A). 

Though  a  man,  who  has  actual  notice  that  the  property  in  Doctrine  of 

notice  does  not 

respect  of  which  he  is  dealing  is  in  fact  affected  by  a  particular  extend  to  instra- 
instrument,  is  bound  to  examine  that  instrument,  he  is  i^ot  |JJ^^°^^^J^' 
bound  to  examine  instruments  which  are  not  directly  or  pre-  °^*y  ??,l{  ^^    , 

•^  ^  .     poesibiUty  aflfect 

sumptively  connected  with  the  title  to  the  property  in  property, 
question,  merely  because  he  knows  that  they  exist  and  may 
by  possibility  affect  it.  If  an  instrument  does  not  necessaiily 
affect  the  title,  but  only  may  or  may  not  do  so  according  to 
circumstances,  the  omission  to  examine  it  will  not  fix  a  party 
with  gross  negligence,  if  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  he 
may  have  acted  otherwise  than  fairly  in  the  transaction  (i). 
Kor  is  notice  that  cei*tain  circumstances  exist  which  may  by 
possibility  affect  the  property  in  dispute  sufficient  to  put  a  man 
upon  inquiry,  if  he  appear  to  have  acted  fairly  in  the  transac- 
tion (k).  A  purchaser,  for  instance,  will  not  be  affected  by  an 
ambiguous  recital  (Z),  or  by  circumstances  inducing  merely  a 
suspicion  of  fraud  (m),  or  by  the  usual  trust  of  a  term  to  attend 
the  inheritance,  where  no  reference  is  made  to  any  particular 
instrument  or  course  of  limitations  (n) ;  so  notice  of  there  being 
a  change  of  solicitors  who  are  professionally  to  represent  a  parti- 
cular interest,  is  not,  in  itself,  notice  of  a  change  in  the  owner- 


(^)  4  Jr.  Ch.  23. 

(h)  Potman  Y,  Harland,  17  Ch.  D. 
353. 

(i)  Kenney  v.  Browne,  3  Bidg.  P. 
C.  512 ;  Jones  v.  &miih,  1  Ha.  43, 
1  Ph.  254  ;  West  v.  Beid,  2  Ha. 
249 ;  Ware  v.  Egmont,  4  D.  M.  &G. 
460 ;  Harryman  y.  Collins,  18  Beav. 
11 ;  Qreenslade  v.  Dare,  20  Beav. 
284 ;  Be  Bright's  Trust,  21  Beav. 
430  ;  Stephenson  v.  Boyse,  5  Ir.  Ch. 
401  ;  Cox  V.  Coventon,  31  Beav.  378 ; 


General  Steam  Navigation  Co,  v.  Bolt, 
6  C.  B.  N.  S.  550 ;  Perry  v.  Holl,  2 
D.  F.  &  J.  38  ;  Patman  v.  Harland, 
17  Ch.  D.  353. 

(k)  lb. 

{I)  Kenney  v.  Browne,  3  Bidg.  P. 
C.  512.    See  2  Ha.  175. 

(m)  McQueen  v.  Farquhar,  11  Ves. 
482.  See  Dodds  v.  Hills,  2  H.  &  M. 
426. 

(n)  Dart,  V.  &  P.  876. 
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.Chap.  IV.  .   ahip  of  Buch  interest  (o)  ;  nor  is  the  mere  fact  of  a  daughter,  booh 

Soct.  8. 

after  coming  of  age,  giving  securities  to  a  creditor  of  her  father 

in  payment  of  his  debt,  of  itself  a  ground  for  imputing  to  the 
creditor  knowledge  of  undue  influence  having  been  exerted 
over  her  by  her  father  (p).  To  affect  the  creditor  with  notice 
of  undue  influence,  it  is  not  enough  to  show  that  he  was 
aware  of  the  reluctance  of  the  daughter  to  concur  in  the 
security  (q). 

A  purchaser  of  lands  with  notice  that  the  title  deeds  have 
been  deposited  with  a  bank  as  security  for  the  general  balance 
on  the  vendor's  present  and  future  accounts  is  not  boimd  to 
enquire  whether  the  bank  has  after  notice  of  the  purchase  made 
fresh  advances.  The  burden  lies  on  the  bank  advancing  on  the 
security  of  the  unpaid  vendor's  lien  to  give  the  purchaser  notice 
that  it  has  so  done  or  intends  so  to  do  (r). 

In  Bervey  v.  Smith  (s),  the  purchaser  of  a  house  to  which  a 
wall  having  fourteen  flues  or  chimneys  in  it  belonged,  twelve 
only,  however,  of  which  were  used  by  the  house,  was  held  bound 
by  this  fact  to  know  that  the  other  two  must  have  been  used  by 
his  neighbour.  But  the  doctrine  of  constructive  notice  was 
carried  too  far  in  that  case  (f).  The  purchaser  of  property 
cannot  be  held  to  have  constructive  notice  of  every  agreement 
relating  to  any  structure  which  he  sees  on  the  adjoining 
ground  (u).  Where,  accordingly,  disputes  having  arisen  between 
the  plaintiff  and  the  owner  of  an  adjoining  tenement  as  to 
whether  a  window  in  the  plaintiff's  house,  overlooking  the 
adjoining  tenement,  was  an  ancient  window,  an  agreement,  not 
under  seal,  was  signed  by  which  the  owner  of  the  adjoining 
tenement  agreed  that  the  plaintiff  should  have  access  of  light  to 
the  window  and  the  plaintiff  agreed  to  keep  the  window  opaque 

(o)   JVest  V.  RHd,  2  Ha.  249.  v.    Clark,  15    Beav.    595.      Comp. 

(p)  Thomher  v.  Sheard,  13  Beav.  Maitland  v.  Irving,  15  Sim.  441. 
589.     See  Cohbett  v.  Brock,  20  Beav.  (r)  London  db  County  Banking  Co, 

524.     Comp.  Espey  v.  Lake,  10  Ha.  v.  Ratcliffey  6  App.  Ca.  739,  per  Lord 

260  ;  Sercombe  v.  Saunders,  34  Beav.  Blackburn. 
382  ;    Berdoe  v.   Dawson,    ib.   603.  («)  22  Beav.  299. 

See  supra,  p.  156.  {t)  Siig.  V.  &  P.  765. 

iq)  Rhodes  V.  Cooky  4  L.  J.  Ch.  {u)  Allen  v.  Seckham,  11  Ch.  D. 

149,  2  Sim.  &  St.  488.     See  Blackie  790. 
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and  make  it  open  only  in  such  a  way  that  no  person  could  look 
out  of  it ;  and  the  owner  of  the  adjoining  tenement  afterwards 
Bold  the  tenement  to  the  defendant^  who  had  no  notice  of  the 
agreement  but  knew  of  the  existence  of  the  window,  it  was  held 
that  the  mere  fact  of  there  being  windows  in  an  adjoining  bouse 
which  overlooked  a  purchased  property  is  not  constructive 
notice  of  any  agreement  giving  a  right  to  the  access  of  light  to 
them  (v).  But  if  a  structure  upon  land  is  of  such  a  nature  that 
every  reasonable  man  must  know  that  it  affects  the  property, 
a  purchaser  is  put  upon  inquiry  as  to  it  and  has  constructive 
notice.  In  Morland  v.  Cook  (x),  the  purchaser  saw  the  property 
protected  by  a  sea-wall,  and  the  court  considered  that  every 
reasonable  man  under  the  circumstances  must  be  taken  to  have 
known  that  the  wall  existed  for  the  protection  of  the  lands  below 
the  level  of  the  sea,  and  that  there  must  be  some  provision 
made  for  its  maintenance  and  repair,  and  that  therefore  he  was 
put  upon  inquiry. 

So  if  the  condition  of  the  property  at  the  date  of  the  contract 
is  such  as  to  suggest  inquiry,  the  purchaser  may  be  fixed  with 
constructive  notice  of  rights  of  way,  or  other  easements  affecting 
it.  Thus,  where.  A.  purchased  from  B.  a  house,  part  of  an  estate 
agreed  to  be  let  to  B.  on  a  building  agreement,  and  the  house 
was  built  partly  over  an  archway  leading  to  mews  in  the  rear 
but  not  then  forming  the  only  means  of  access  thereto,  it  was 
held  that  A.  had  constructive  notice  that  when  the  building 
scheme  was  completed,  the  road  under  the  aichway  would  be 
the  only  approach  to  the  mews,  and  that  a  right  of  way,  though 
not  expressly  reserved  in  the  assignment  to  A.,  was  reserved  by 
implication  (y). 

Nor  is  a  man  bound  to  examine  a  deed  or  document  which  Notice  excluded 
does  not  form  part  of  the  chain  of  title  or  does  not  necessarily  representaUon. 
from  its  very  nature  affect  the  property  in  question,  if  he  is  told 
that  it  does  not  affect  it,  and  he  acts  fairly  in  the  transaction, 
and   believes  the  representation  to  be   true  (z).      The  effect, 
indeed,  of  what  would  otherwise  be  notice,  may  be  destroyed  by 


{v)  lb. 

(x)  6  Eq.  252. 

(y)  Davits  V.  Sear,  7  Eq.  427. 


(«)  Jones  V.  Smith,  1  Ha.  43, 1  Ph. 
254;    Be  Bright's  Trust,  21   Beav. 

4ao. 
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misrepresentation.  A  man  to  whom  a  particular  and  distinct 
representation  is  made  is  entitled  to  rely  on  the  representation, 
and  need  not  make  any  further  inquiry,  although  there  are  cir- 
cumstances in  the  case  from  which  an  inference  inconsistent 
with  the  representation  might  be  drawn,  and  which  indepen- 
dently of  the  representation  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
put  him  upon  inquiry  (a),  or,  altliough  he  is  told  that  further 
information  may  be  had  on  the  matter  by  making  inquiries  from 
a  particular  pei*son,  or  at  a  particular  place  (6).  A  man  is 
entitled  to  rely  on  the  representations  of  the  vendor  as  to  the 
contents  of  a  deed,  and  is  not  bound  to  examine  the  deed 
itself  (o).  So,  also,  a  man  who  purchases  shares  in  a  company 
on  the  faith  of  a  prospectus  may  rely  on  the  statements  made 
therein,  and  is  not  bound  to  ascertain  whether  they  are  true  (d). 
The  mere  fact  that  he  may  have  attended  a  meeting  of  the 
company  is  not  a  sufficient  ground  for  fixing  him  with  notice 
of  the  falsity  of  the  representations  in  the  prospectus  (e).  Nor 
will  a  shareholder  in  a  company  be  affected  with  knowledge  of 
the  documents  referred  to  in  the  memorandum,  or  articles  of 
association  of  a  company,  so  as  to  be  debarred  from  complaining 
of  any  false  or  deceptive  statements  which  may  have  been  made 
as  to  the  contents  of  those  documents  (/). 

If  a  bond  fide  inquiry  be  made  in  the  proper  quarter  and  a 
reasonable  answer  be  given,  a  man  may  rest  satisfied  with  the 
information,  and  need  not  make  any  further  inquiry  (g).  A 
man,  for  instance,  who  on  the  purchase  of  property  boTid  fide 


(a)  Van  v.  Corjfe,  3  M.  &  K.  269  ; 
Flight  v.  BaHon,  ib.  282  ;  Pope  v. 
Garland,  4  Y.  &  C.  394 ;  TFiUon  v. 
Short,  6  Ha.  366,  367  ;  Vignolles  v. 
Bowen,  12  Ir.  Eq.  385 ;  Cox  v. 
Middleton,  2  Drew.  209  ;  Patman  v. 
Harland,  17  Ch.  D.  353,  supra,  pp. 
41, 42. 

(5)  Smith  V.  Beeite  Biver  Silver 
Mining  Co.,  2  £q.  264. 

(c)  Grosvenor  v.  Gr&en,  28  L.  J.  Ch. 
173  ;  M'CvUoch  v.  Gregory,  1  K.  & 
J.  286  ;  Be  BrighVe  Trust,  21  Beav. 
430 ;  Cox  V.  Coventon,  31  Beav  378  ; 


Ex  parte  Briggs,  1  Eq.  483.  See 
Martin  v.  Cotter,  3  J.  &  L.  505. 

(d)  Smith  V.  Beeee  River  Silver 
Mining  Co.,  2  Eq.  264;  Sttwart'e 
Case,  1  CL  574. 

{e)  St&waH'e  Case,  1  Ch.  574.  See 
fVebster's  Case,  2  Eq.  741. 

(/)  Kisch  v.  Central  Venezuela 
Bailway  Co.,  3  D.  J.  &  S.  122. 

(jg)  Jones  v.  Smith,  I  Ha.  43; 
Bird  V.  Fox,  11  Ha.  47 ;  Jones  y. 
fVilliams,  24  Beav.  47  ;  Dawson  v. 
Prince,  2  D.  &  J.  44  ;  Espin  v.  Pemr 
herton,  3  D.  &  J.  547. 
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inquires  for  the  title  deeds,  is  not  bound   to  make  further      <^P-  ^« 

inquiry,  if  a  reasonable  excuse  is  made  for  their  not  forth 

coming  (h).  The  omission  of  the  solicitor  of  a  legal  mortgagee 
to  require  production  of  deeds  when  a  reasonable  excuse  is  given 
for  their  non-production  is  not  of  itself  a  sufficient  ground  to 
postpone  the  legal  mortgagee  to  a  prior  equitable  incum- 
brancer (i).  So,  also,  if  deeds  are  deposited  with  a  man  by  the 
other  party  to  the  transaction,  which  purport  or  are  represented 
to  be  all  the  material  deeds  relating  to  the  estate,  and  he 
honestly  believes  the  representation  to  be  true,  he  is  not  guilty 
of  gross  negligence  if  he  abstains  from  further  inquiry  on  the 
subject  {k).  In  a  case  where  an  equitable  mortgagee  with  whom 
some  of  the  title  deeds  of  the  mortgaged  property,  including  the 
conveyance  to  the  mortgagor,  were  deposited,  brought  an  action 
to  establish  his  priority  over  a  subsequent  legal  mortgagee 
whose  solicitor  had  omitted  to  examine  a  parcel  which  was  given 
to  him  previously  to  the  execution  of  the  mortgage  deed  and 
purported  to  contain  all  the  title  deeds  but  contained  only  the 
earlier  deeds,  it  was  held  that  there  was  not  such  wilful  negli- 
gence on  the  port  of  the  solicitor  as  to  fix  the  legal  mortgagee 
with  constructive  notice  of  the  prior  charge  so  as  to  entitle  the 
equitable  mortgagee  -to  enforce  in  equity  his  priority  over  the 
legal  mortgagee  (I). 

''  A  series  of  authorities,"  said  Lord  Selbome,  in  Dixon  ▼. 
Muckleston  (m),  "  have  decided  that  when  the  Court  is  satisfied 
of  the  good  faith  of  the  person  who  has  got  a  prior  equitable 
charge,  and  is  satisfied  that  there  has  been  a  positive  statement, 
honestly  believed  that  he  has  got  the  necessary  deeds,  he  is  not 
bound  to  examine  the  deeds  and  is  not  bound  by  constructive 
notice  of  their  actual  contents  or  of  any  deficiencies  which  by 
examination  he  might  have  discovered  in  them.  This  I  take  to 
be  the  law,  even  in  cases  where  the  depositor  of  the  deeds  is  him- 

{h)  HewiU  v.    Loosemore,  9  Ha.  Hunt  v.  Elmes,  2  D.  F.  &  J.  678. 

449  ;  Espin  v.  Pembertany  3  D.  &  J.  Comp.  Bannfather^s  Claim,  16  Gh. 

547  ;  Agra  Bank  v.  Barry,  7  E.  &  I.  D.  179. 

App.  Ca.  149,  iupra,  p.  112, 113.  (Z)  BatcliffT.  Barnard,  6  Ch.  664. 

{%)  Ratcliffv,  Barnard,  6  Ch.  654.  (m)  8  Ch.  161. 

(k)  Roterts  v.  Crofty  2  D.  &  J.  1  ; 
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^**^  Y'     s^lf  acting  in  the  double  character  of  borrower  of  the  depositee's 

— money  and  of  solicitor  for  the  depositee.    In  the  cases  of  Hunt 

V.  Elmes  and  Hewitt  v.  Looe&more  the  facts  were  of  that 
character.  In  Hunt  v.  Elmea  and  Colyer  v.  Finch  the  deeds 
bad  never  been  looked  at,  but  credit  had  simply  been  given  to  a 
statement  made,  either  upon  the  parcel  containing  the  deeds  or 
otherwise,  that  they  were  the  proper  deeds  relating  to  the  estate. 
In  some  of  these  cases  the  lender  was  not  otherwise  advised 
than  by  the  solicitor  of  the  borrower  or  by  a  solicitor  having,  as 
mortgagee,  a  personal  contrary  interest,  and  yet  the  lender  was 
held  not  to  be  guilty  of  such  neglect  or  laches  as  amounted  to 
what  is  described  by  Lord  Justice  Turaer  in  Hewitt  v.  Loosemore 
as  'gross  and  wilful  negligence,'  which  in  the  eye  of  this  court 
amounts  to  fraud,  merely  because  he  believed  the  statements 
made  to  him  and  abstained  from  examining  the  deeds  and  did 
not  employ  an  independent  solicitor."  The  fact  that  the  person 
with  whom  he  is  dealing  and  who  makes  the  representation  may 
be  his  own  solicitor  is  immaterial,  if  the  representation  was 
honestly  believed  to  be  true  (n). 

A  representation  or  an  answer  to  an  inquiry  will  not,  however, 
dispense  with  the  necessity  of  further  inquiry,  unless  it  be 
made  by  a  person  upon  whose  representation  the  other  party  is 
entitled  to  rely  and  rest  satisfied.  The  representations  of  a 
man  bind  him  as  far  as  his  own  interest  is  concerned,  but  do 
not  bind  the  interests  of  other  parties,  unless  he  was  authorised 
by  them  to  make  the  representations.  An  under-lessee  must 
not  rest  satisfied  with  the  representations  of  his  lessor,  who  is 
also  a  sub-lessee,  as  to  the  covenstnts  in  the  lease.  He  must  go 
back  to  some  one  who  can  give  him  more  complete  informa- 
tion (o).  Nor  should  a  man  who  deals  with  an  agent  having  a 
limited  authority  rest  satisfied  with  his  representations  as  to 
the  extent  of  his  authority,  but  should  refer  to  the  principal  for 
further  information  (p).    So,  also,  a  man  who  accepts  a  con- 

(n)  Roberts  v.  Croft,  2  D.  &  J.  1  ;  167.     See  Clements  v.  Welles,  1  Eq. 

Hunt  V.  Elmes,  2  D.  F.  &  J.  578.  200. 

See  Perry  v.  Holly  lb.  38 ;    Cory  v.  (p)  Wilson  v.  HaH,  2  H.  &  M. 

Eyre,  1  D.  J.  &  S.  168.  551 ;  1  Ch.  463. 

(o)  Parker  v.   niiyte,  1   H.  &  M. 


Constructive  notice.  269 

veyance  without  any  previous  investigation,  relying  on  the  mere      ^P-  ^J^* 

B62t.  8. 

assurances  of  the  vendor  that  he  is  absolute  owner,  will  be  held 

to  have  constructive  notice  of  the  title,  although  he  may  have 
acted  without  any  fraudulent  intention  (q).  So,  also,  where  a 
solicitor  acting  on  behalf  of  a  woman  before  her  marriage  is  told 
by  the  intended  husband  that  his  title  deeds  are  deposited  at 
his  bankers  for  safe  custody,  he  has  constructive  notice  of  any 
lien  the  bankers  may  have  on  them  (r). 

The  eflfect  of  what  would  be  otherwise  notice  may  be  de- 
stroyed, not  only  by  actual  misrepresentation,  but  by  mere 
silence,  or  by  anything  calculated  to  deceive,  or  even  lull  sus- 
picion on  a  particular  point  (a).  If  the  vendor  of  a  lease  be 
informed  by  the  purchaser  of  his  object  in  buying,  and  the  lease 
contains  covenants  which  will  defeat  that  object,  the  silence  of 
the  vendor  is  equivalent  to  a  misrepresentation  (^).  But  if  the 
agent  of  the  purchaser  has  had  the  opportunity  of  inspecting 
the  original  lease,  the  vendor  need  not  inform  the  purchaser  of 
unusual  covenants  which  will  prevent  him  from  carrying  out  his 
intention  (u). 

Although  a  man  who  has  been  induced  to  enter  into  a  trans-  Period  from 
action  by  misrepresentation  might  have  detected  the  misrepre-  dates, 
dentation  long  before  the  time  he  did,  he  is  not  bound  to  make 
inquiries,  until  there  is  something  to  raise  suspicion  (x). 

Constructive  notice  only  operates  in  cases  affecting  title.  OonstructiTe 
A  mere  constructive  notice  of  circumstances  of  negligence  in  the  onlyin  Saw 
mode  of  conducting  a  sale  is  entirely  collateral  to  any  question  *^«<^*^  ^^^ 
of  title  (y). 

It  is  not  necessary  that  notice  should  be  brought  home  to  Notice  to  agent 
the  party  interested  himself.     It  is  enough  if  it  is  brought  sufficient. 

(^f)  Jackson  v.  Roioe,  2  Sim.  &  St.  G.  41 ;  Darlington  v.  Hamilton,  Kay, 

472, 475.    See  Jones  v.  Smith,  1  Ph.  550,  su^a,  p.  54,  55. 

255 ;  Neesom  v.  ClarJcson,  2  Ha.  173  ;  (t)  Flight  v.  Barton,  3  M.  &  K. 

TFeti  v.  Beid,  lb.  260  ;  Proctor  v.  282. 

Cooper,  2  Drew.  1,  affd.  1  Jur.  N.  S.  (u)  Motley  v.  CUwering,  29  Beav. 

149 ;  Hovjard  v.  Chaffers,  2  Dr.  &  84. 

Sm.  236.  (a;)  Rawlins  v.  Wickham,  3  D.  & 

(r)  Maafidd  v.  Bwrtm,  17  Eq.  18.  J.  304. 

(«)  Pope  v,   Garland,  4  Y.  &  C.  (y)  Bordl  v.  Dann,  2  Ha.  440. 
394 ;  BartUtt  v.  Salmon,  6  D.  M.  & 
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home  to  his  agent,  solicitor,  or  counsel  (s).  There  is  uo  dis- 
tinction in  point  of  legal  effect  between  personal  notice  to  the 
party  and  notice  affecting  him  through  the  medium  of  his 
agent  (a).  Notice  to  the  agent  is  notice  to  the  principal ;  for 
upon  general  principles  of  public  policy  it  must  be  taken  for 
granted  that  the  principal  has  notice  of  whatever  is  communi- 
cated to  his  agent  whilst  acting  as  such  in  the  transaction  to 
which  the  communication  relates  (2)),  and  is  fixed  with  the 
knowledge  of  every  fact  material  to  the  transaction  which  his 
agent  or  solicitor  either  knows  or  has  imparted  to  him  in  the 
course  of  his  employment,  and  which  it  was  his  duty  to  commu- 
nicate, whether  it  be  communicated  or  not  (c).  The  presumption 
that  a  solicitor  has  communicated  to  his  client  facts  which  he 
ought  to  have  made  known  to  him  cannot  be  rebutted  by  proof 
that  it  was  the  interest  of  the  solicitor  to  keep  back  the  fact  {d). 
The  rule  that  notice  to  an  agent  is  notice  to  the  principal 
applies  to  cases  where  the  principal  is  an  infant  (e). 

The  notice  which  affects  a  principal  or  client  through  his 
agent  or  solicitor  is  generally  treated  as  constructive  notice  (/) ; 
but  inasmuch  as  the  principal  or  client  is  bound  by  the  notice, 
whether  it  be  communicated  to  him  or  not,  and  is  not  pre- 
sumed to  have  the  knowledge,  merely  because  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  put  him  on  inquiry,  such  notice  may  more  properly 
be  treated  as  actual  notice,  or  if  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  knowledge  which  a  man  possesses  himself 
and  that  which  is  known  to  his  agent  or  solicitor,  the  latter  may 
be  called  imputed  knowledge  (g). 


(«)  Archer  v.  Hudson^  15  L.  J.  Ch. 
211  ;  MaxJUldv,  BurUm,  17  Eq.  18  ; 
Holland  v.  Hart,  6  Ch.  680  ;  KettU- 
vM  V.  JVatwn,  21  Ch.  D.  686. 

(a)  T(ndmin  y.  Steere,  3  Mer.  224  ; 
Varu  V.  Vane,  8  Ch.  399. 

(6)  Sandford  v.  Handy,  23  Wend. 
(Amer.),  268 ;  Bank  of  United  States 
V.  Davise,  2  Hill  (Amer.),  462. 

(c)  Roddy  v.  Williams,  3  J.  &  L. 
16  ;  Marjoribanks  v.  Hovenden,  Dm. 
11  ;  Espin  v.  Pemberton,  3  D.  &  J. 
554 ;  Wyllie  v.  Pollen,  3  D.  J.  &  8. 


601  ;  Boursot  y.  Savage,  2  Eq.  134 ; 
Vane  v.  Vane,  8  Ch.  399  ;  Bradley 
V.  Rich4!S,  9  Ch.  D.  193. 

(d)  Bradley  v.  Riches,  9  Ch.  D. 
193. 

(e)  Tordmin  v.  Steere,  3  Mer.  222. 
(/)  See  Toulmin  v.  Steere,  3  Mer. 

222. 

(g)  3  D,  &  J.  554,  per  Lord  Chelms- 
ford. Se«  Eyre  v.  Burmester,  10  IT. 
L.  103  ;  Bradley  v.  Riches,  9  Ch.  D. 
193  ;  Cave  v.  Cave,  15  €h.  D.  643. 
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Notice  to  an  agent,  solicitor,  or  counsel  should,  in  order  to 
bind  a  principal  or  client,  be  notice  in  the  same  transaction. 
A  recent  statute  enacts  that  a  purchaser  shall  not  be  prejudicially 
affected  by  notice  of  any  instrument,  fact,  or  thing,  unless  in  the 
same  transaction  with  respect  to  which  a  question  of  notice  to  the 
purchaser  arises,  it  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  his  counsel, 
agent,  or  solicitor,  as  such,  or  would  have  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  his  solicitor,  or  other  agent,  as  such,  if  such  inquiries  and  inspec- 
tions had  been  made  as  ought  reasonably  to  have  been  made  by 
such  solicitor  or  other  agent  (h).  But  i€  is  declared  by  sub-sect.  2 
of  the  same  clause  that  the  section  shall  not  exempt  a  purchaser 
from  any  liability  under,  or  any  obligation  to  perform  or  observe, 
an;  covenant,  condition,  provision,  or  restriction,  contained  in 
any  instrument  under  which  his  title  is  derived,  either  mediately 
or  immediately ;  and  such  liability  may  be  enforced  in  the  same 
manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  if  this  section  had  not  been 
enacted. 

The  rule  that  notice  to  an  agent  or  solicitor  is  notice  to  a 
principal  or  a  client  applies  where  the  same  solicitor  or  agent 
is  employed  by  both  parties  to  the  transaction  (t),  or  is  himself 
the  vendor  (k).  The  mere  circumstance,  however,  of  there  being 
only  one  solicitor  in  the  business  does  not  necessarily  constitute 
him  the  solicitor  of  both  parties  so  as  to  affect  both  with  notice. 
It  does  not  follow  that  if  there  be  not  a  solicitor  employed  on 
both  sides,  the  solicitor  who  does  act  is  the  solicitor  of  both 
parties.  To  have  this  effect  there  must  be  a  consent  to  accept 
him  as  such,  or  something  equivalent  thereto  (Q. 

The  mortgagee  or  purchaser  may  not  desire  to  employ  a 
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(A)  46  &  46  Vict,  c  39,  s.  3  (2). 

(t)  Le  Neve  v.  Le  Nevey  3  Atk. 
646  ;  Toulmin  v.  Steere,  3  Mer.  210 ; 
Fuller  V.  Bennett,  2Ha.  394  ;  Drydm 
V.  Froet,  3  M.  &  C.  670  ;  Roddy  v. 
WiUiamiy  3  J.  &  L.  16  ;  TweeddU  v. 
Ttoeedale,  23  Beav.  341  ;  Atterbury 
V.  Wallis,  8  D.  M.  &  G.  454  ;  Spaiyht 
V.  Cowney  1  H.  &  M.  359  ;  Boursot  v. 
Savage,  2  Eq.  134  ;  Bradley  v.  Riches, 
9  Ch.  D.  193. 

(k)  Dryden  v.  Frost,  3  M.  &  C. 


670  ;  Marjoribanks  v.  Hovenden,  Dm. 
11  ;  Robinson  v.  Briggs,  1  Sm.  &  Q. 
188 ;  Re  RorMs  Estate,  13  Jr.  Ch. 
371. 

(Q  Espin  V.  Pemherton,  4  Drew. 
333,  3  D.  &  J.  647  ;  WythesY,Labow- 
chere,  3  D.  &  J.  594 ;  Lloyd  y.Attvx>od, 
ib.  614  ;  Perry  v.  Roll,  2  D.  F.  &  J. 
38.  See  Hewitt  v.  Loosemore,  9  Ha. 
449  ;  Cobbat  v.  Brock,  20  Beav.  524  ; 
Atterbury  v.  Wallis,  8  D.  M.  &  Q. 
454,  Sag.  V.  &  P.  772. 
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^^J^-  ^J'      solicitor,  but  if  he  knowingly  constitute  the  relation  of  solicitor 

and  client  between  himself  and  his  vendor  or  between  himself 

and  the  solicitor  of  the  party  with  whom  he  is  dealing,  he  will 
of  course  be  afifected  with  notice  of  any  prior  incumbrance  of 
which  the  solicitor  is  cognizant  (m),  and  although  a  purchaser  is 
not  necessarily  to  be  held  to  have  employed  his  vendor's  solicitor 
because  he  employed  no  other,  yet  if  he  employs  no  solicitor  he 
must  be  held  to  have  exactly  the  same  knowledge  as  if  he  had 
employed  one(n). 

The  rule  that  notice  to  a  solicitor  is  notice  to  the  client 
applies  only  as  between  parties  dealing  hostilely  with  each 
other  (o). 

It  is  not  every  description  of  knowledge  possessed  by  a  solicitor 
employed  in  any  particular  transaction  that  can  be  treated  as 
the  actual  knowledge  of  the  client.  All  matters  affecting  the 
title  to  property,  or  the  interests  of  other  persons  in  connection 
with  it,  all  circumstances  which  would  entitle  parties  to  equitable 
priorities,  or  change  the  character  of  rights,  which  depend  upon 
want  of  notice,  if  known  to  the  solicitor,  have  the  same  effect 
as  if  actually  known  to  the  client.  But  this  imputed  knowledge 
will  not  extend  to  matters  which  have  no  reference  to  rights 
created  or  affected  by  the  transaction,  but  which  merely  relate 
to  the  motives  and  objects  of  the  parties,  or  to  the  consideration 
upon  which  the  matter  is  founded  (jp).  Nor  does  the  employ- 
ment of  a  solicitor  to  do  a  mere  ministerial  act,  such  as  the 
procuring  the  execution  of  a  deed  or  preparing  a  conveyance, 
so  constitute  him  an  agent  as  to  affect  his  employer  with  notice 
of  matters  within  his  knowledge  (q). 

The  rule  that  notice  to  a  solicitor  is  notice  to  the  client  does 
not  apply  to  a  case  where  trustees  and  executors  are  in  posses- 
sion of  a  fund,  and  notice  of  a  mortgage  or  charge  on  the  fund 
is  given  to  the  solicitor  employed  by  them  in  the  matter.    Such 


(m)  Eapin  v.  Pemberton,  4  Drew.  (o)  AtisUn  v.  Tawneyy  2  Ch.  143. 

333,  3  D.  &  J.  547  ;  KettleweU  v.  ( p)  Per  Lord  Chebnaford,  10  H. 

Wataon,  21  Ch.  D.  685.  L.  114. 

(n)  AUtrfmry  v.  JFalliSy  2  Jur.  N.  (q)  WyUie  v.  Pollen^  3  D.  J.  &  S. 

S.  344,  8  D.  M.  &  G.  464,  j9«-  Lord  601  ;  KettleweU  v.   WaJtwn,  21  Ch, 

Ronully.  D.  685, 
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notice  is  not  sufficient  to  create  a  privity  and  to  make  the      Chap.  IV. 

trustees  or  executors  liable  to  the  same  consequences  as  if  notice '—^ 

had  been  given  to  them  personally  (r). 

The  rule  that  notice  to  a  solicitor  is  notice  to  the  client  has 
been  held  to  apply  notwithstanding  that  the  solicitor  may  be 
pei-petrating  a  fraud  upon  the  client.  But  in  Kennedy  v. 
Green  (rr),  Lord  Brougham  held  that  a  client  is  not  to  be  affected 
with  notice  of  a  prior  fraud  committed  by  the  solicitor,  which 
the  latter  would  of  course  conceal.  A  distinction  was,  however, 
subsequently  made  between  cases  where  there  was  fraud  inde- 
pendently of  the  question  whether  the  act  which  had  been  done 
was  made*known  or  not,  and  cases  where  the  question  of  fraud 
depended  wholly  upon  whether  the  act  had  been  made  known 
or  not  (s)  ;  and  in  the  latter  class  of  cases  it  was  considered  that 
the  client  had  constructive  notice.  In  AtterJniry  v.  WaUia  (f), 
for  instance,  where  a  solicitor  took  a  mortgage  of  an  equity  of 
redemption,  which  he  sub-mortgaged,  and  afterwards  joined  with 
the  first  mortgagee  and  the  mortgagor  in  a  new  mortgage  of  the 
property,  acting  as  the  solicitor  of  all  parties  to  the  transaction, 
but  not  disclosing  the  existence  of  the  sub-mortgage,  it  was  held 
that  the  new  mortgagee  was  affected  with  the  solicitor's  know- 
ledge, and  his  security  was  to  that  extent  displaced.  So  also  in 
Rollcmd  V.  HaH  (u),  where  a  solicitor  on  behalf  of  A.,  one  of  his 
clients,  procured  from  B.,  another  client,  an  advance  on  a  mort- 
gage of  land  in  Middlesex,  and  then,  concealing  the  incumbrance, 
induced  C,  also  a  client,  to  lend  money  on  mortgage  of  the  same 
estate,  and  C.*8  security  was  the  first  registered,  it  was  held  that 
the  case  did  not  fall  within  the  principle  of  Kennedy  v.  Oreen, 
and  that  C,  having  notice  through  the  solicitor  of  B.'s  mortgage, 
could  not  gain  priority  over  it  by  registration.  So  also  in 
Boursot  V.  Sazuge  {v),  where  a  purchaser  employed  one  of  three 
fiduciary  vendors  as  his  solicitor  in  the  transaction,  he  was  fixed 
with  constructive  notice  of  the  tmst.     "  The  fact,"  said  Kin- 

(r)  Saffron  JVcdden,  <&c.,  Society  v.  G.  466. 

Rayner,  14  Ch.  D.  406.  (t)  lb. 

(rr)  3  M.  &  K.  699.  (u)  6  Cli.  678. 

(«)  Hewitt  V.    Loosemore,  9    Ha.  (v)  2  Eq.  142. 
449  ;  Atterburi/  v.  TFallis,  8  D,  M.  & 
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Chap.  IV.      dersley,  V.-C.  (x),  "that  the  solicitor  may  be  committing  a  fraud 

S6ct  3 

'— —  in  relation  to  a  transaction  in  ^hich  he  is  employed,  cannot 

afford  any  reason  why  the  client  should  not  be  affected  with  con- 
structive knowledge  of  the  facts.  The  constructive  knowledge 
of  all  the  facts  must  be  imputed  to  him  whether  there  is  iraud 
relating  to  the  transaction  or  not.  It  is  the  existence  of  the 
trust,  and  not  of  the  fraud,  of  wTiich  he  is  held  to  have  construc- 
tive notice.  The  constructive  notice  of  the  trust  must  be 
imputed  to  him  whether  there  is  fraud  relating  to  it  or  not." 
So  also  in  a  case  where  the  plaintiff  jointly  with  his  solicitor 
contributed  money  on  loan  on  a  deposit  of  deeds,  and  the  soli- 
citor subsequently  took  a  mortgage  to  himself  and  deposited 
the  deeds  with  a  bank  as  secuiity  for  monies  advanced  to  him, 
it  was  held  that  notice  of  the  plaintiff's  advance  must  be  im- 
puted lo  the  bank  (y).  "  Where,"  said  Mr.  Justice  Fry  (2?), 
"  there  is  an  interest  and  a  duty,  the  Court  will  not  presume 
that  the  solicitor  will  follow  his  interest  and  not  his  duty.  If, 
moreover,  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  looked  to,  the 
suggestion  that  the  transaction  would  have  failed  if  the  solicitor 
had  made  known  to  the  bank  the  advance  of  the  plaintiff  does 
not  arise.  The  mortgage  was  taken  by  the  bank  as  the  best 
thing  it  could  get." 

The  tendency  of  later  decisions,  however,  has  been  in  favour 
of  the  doctrine  that  when  a  man  employs  a  solicitor,  whose 
whole  purpose  and  meaning  in  the  transaction  is  to  cheat  and 
defraud  his  client,  and  who  in  furtherance  of  this  intention 
keeps  back  purposely  from  his  knowledge  the  true  state  of  the 
case,  the  presumption  is  conclusively  repelled  that  the  client 
has  imputed  or  constinictive  notice  through  the  solicitor  of  the 
fact  which  has  been  concealed  from  him  (a).  "  This  exception," 
said  Mr.  Justice  Fry,  in  Cave  v.  Cave  (6),  "  has  been  put  in  two 
ways.     In  RoUand  v.  Hart,  Lord  Hatherley  put  it  substantially 

(x)  2  Eq.  142.  good  v.  Em^t,  3  D.  J.  &  S.   116  ; 

(y)  Bradley  v.    Riches,  9  Ch.   D.  W'aldy  v.  Gray,  20  Eq.  251 ;  Jones 

1 93.  V.  BygoU,  44  L.  J.  Ch.  487  ;  Bann- 

(z)  lb.  father's  Claim,  16  Ch.  D.  178  ;  KeUU- 

(a)  Espin  v.  Pemberton,  3  D.  &  J.  well  v.  Watson,  21  Ch.  D.  685. 

547  ;    Thom/pscm  v.   Cartwright,  33  (6)  15  Ch.  D.  644. 
Beav.  185,  2  D.  J.  &  S.    10  ;  Hop- 
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in  this  way,  that  you  must  look  at  the  circumstances  of  the  case,      Chap.  IV. 

and  inquire  whether  the  Court  can  see  that  the  solicitor  in '-^ 

tended  a  fraud,  which  would  require  the  suppression  of  know- 
ledge of  the  incumbrance  from  the  person  upon  whom  he  was 
committing  the  fraud  (c).  In  Thompson  v,  Cartmright,  Lord 
Bomilly  puts  it  differently,  and  it  appears  that  in  his  view  you 
must  inquire  whether  there  are  circumstances  in  the  case,  inde- 
pendently of  the  fact  under  inquiry,  as  to  raise  an  incontro- 
vertible conclusion  that  the  notice  has  not  been  communicated. 
In  the  one  view  notice  is  not  imputed,  because  the  circumstances 
are  such  as  not  to  raise  the  conclusion  of  law  which  does  ordi- 
narily arise  from  the  mere  existence  of  notice  to  the  agent ;  in 
the  other  view,  that  of  Lord  Hatherley  and  Lord  Chelmsford,  in 
E9pm  V.  Pemberton,  the  act  done  by  him  in  his  character  of 
agent  is  such  as  cannot  be  said  to  be  done  by  him  in  his 
character  of  agent,  but  is  done  by  him  in  the  character  of  a 
party  to  an  independent  fraud  on  his  principal,  and  that  is  not 
to  be  imputed  to  the  principal  as  an  act  done  by  his  agent  {d). 
Where,  accordingly,  a  trustee,  a  solicitor,  used  trust  funds  in 
purchasing  an  estate  which  was  conveyed  to  his  brother,  and 
afterwards  acted  as  solicitor  to  his  brother,  the  mortgagor,  in 
raising  money  on  the  estate  by  a  legal  mortgajge,  it  was  held 
that  the  legal  mortgagee  had  priority  over  the  cestuis  que  trusty 
for  that  the  fraud  of  the  solicitor  ran  through  the  whole  trans- 
action and  prevented  the  imputation  of  notice.  According  to 
Thompaon  v.  Cartvmght,  I  am  bound  to  look  at  the  terms  of 
the  mortgage  in  considering  whether  there  was  an  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  solicitor  to  commit  a  fraud,  and  looking  at  it, 
the  conclusion  I  had  arrived  at  independently  of  them  is 
strongly  confirmed.  The  conclusion  I  have  arrived  at  is  that 
the  mortgagee  has  sustained  the  burden  cast  upon  him  of 
proving  that  the  circumstances  are  such  as  to  repel  the  con- 
struction or  imputation  to  the  principal  of  notice  to  the  agent. 
I  hold,  therefore,  that  his  mortgage  has  priority  over  that  of  the 
plaintiffs."      "The  presumption  from  duty,"  said  further  Mr. 

(c)  See  Sankey  v.  Alexander ^  I.  R.  {d)  See  Sankey  v.  Alexandery  I.  B. 

9  Eq.  319.  9  Eq.  317. 

T  2 
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Chap.  IV.      Justice  Fry,  in  KetUeiveU  v.  Watson  (e),  "  in  tho  agent  may  be 

Sect.  3. 

repelled  by  showing  that  whilst  he  was  acting  as  agent,  he  was 

also  acting  in  another  character,  namely,  as  a  party  to  a  scheme 
or  design  of  fraud,  and  that  the  knowledge  he  attained  was  at- 
tained by  him  in  the  latter  character,  and  therefore  there  would 
be  no  ground  to  assume  that  the  duty  of  the  agent  was  per- 
formed by  a  person  who  filled  that  double  character." 

''If,"  said  Bacon,  V.-C,  in  Waldy  v.  Oray{f),  *Hhe  dis- 
closure  of  that  fact  of  which  knowledge  is  sought  to  be  fixed 
upon  the  client  would  have  imputed  fraud  to  the  solicitor,  it  is 
not  to  be  presumed  that  the  solicitor  did  make  disclosure  of 
that  fact ;  or  if  a  person  employed  as  a  solicitor  has  done 
things  which  if  disclosed  would  prevent  the  perfection  of  the 
security  in  which  he  is  engaged,  which  would  show  that  a  good 
title  does  not  exist  to  that  which  he  is  the  instrument  of  con- 
veying to  a  purchaser,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  or  inferred  that 
he  would  communicate  what  he  has  done  to  his  client.  The 
suppression  of  a  thing  done  by  a  man  in  direct  violation  of  his 
duty  as  trustee  is  an  act  which  must  relieve  his  client  of  all 
imputed  knowledge  of  the  transaction  upon  any  theory  of  notice 
through  a  solicitor."  Where,  accordingly,  a  trustee  of  a  settle- 
ment, being  a  solicitor,  advanced  the  monies  of  the  trust  upon  a 
mortgage  of  real  estate,  of  which  he  took  a  conveyance  to  him- 
self and  his  co-trustee,  and  obtained  possession  of  the  title  deeds, 
and  fraudulently  handed  them  over  to  the  mortgagor,  who  sup- 
pressed the  mortgage  deed,  and  deposited  the  rest  of  the  deeds 
with  a  bank  to  secure  his  current  account,  and  the  manager  of 
the  bank  requiring  a  certificate  of  title,  the  mortgagor  referred 
him  to  the  solicitor  who  had  fraudulently  handed  over  to  him 
the  deeds,  who  gave  a  certificate  that  there  was  a  good  title ;  it 
was  held  that  by  reason  of  the  fraud  of  the  solicitor  notice  of  the 
mortgage  could  not  be  imputed  through  him  to  the  bankers  (jr). 

The  same  considerations  apply  where  one  solicitor  is  employed 
by  both  parties  to  a  transaction,  and  the  evidence  establishes 
the  fact  that  the  solicitor  has  entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  one 
client  to  defraud  the  other  (h).   Nor  is  notice  to  a  solicitor  notice 

(e)  21  Ch.  D.  707.  (g)  lb. 

(/)  20  Eq.  251.  (h)  Sharp  v.  Foy,  4  Ch.  35. 
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to  a  client  where  the  person  giving  the  information  knows  or 
has  good  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  not  be  communicated  to  - 
the  client  (i). 

Though  a  client  may  by  reason  of  the  fraud  of  a  solicitor  be 
not  affected  with  notice  through  the  fraud  of  the  solicitor,  he 
may  be  affected  by  his  negligence  (i). 

In  determining  the  equities  between  parties  who  have  been 
defrauded  by  a  common  solicitor,  the  Court  looks  to  see  whether 
there  has  been  anything  in  the  transaction  calculated  to  put 
either  of  the  parties  upon  inquiry.  If  there  be  anything  in  the 
case  calculated  to  excite  suspicion  or  to  put  either  of  the  parties 
upon  inquiry,  and  he  abstains  from  inquiry,  the  same  know- 
ledge will  be  imputed  to  him  as  he  would  have  been  affected 
with,  had  he  employed  an  independent  solicitor  (I), 

Notice  to  one  partner  in  a  partnership  matter  during  the  con-  Notice  to 
tinuance  of  the  partnership  is  notice  to  the  other  partners  (m).  p^°*^'- 
A  partner,  however,  is  not  necessarily  fixed  with  notice  of  the 
contents  of  his  own  books  (n).   Nor  is  the  knowledge  of  a  &aud 
by  one  partner  necessarily  the  knowledge  of  the  firm  (o). 

The  rule  that  notice  to  one  partner  is  notice  to  the  other  Notice  to  direc- 

m  1  .  ^  ...         tors  or  share- 

partners  does  not  apply  to  the  case  of  corporations  or  jomt-hoidereofa 

stock  companies.     Notice  on  the  part  of  a  shareholder,  or  non-  ^^if^^' 

acting  director,  does  not  affect  the  whol6  body  (p)  ;  but  notice 

to  one  of  the  persons  legally  intrusted  with  the  proper  business 

to  which  the  notice  relates,  or  who  has  authority  to  act  for  the 

corporation  in  the  particular  matter  in  regard  to  which  the 

notice  is  given,  will  bind  the  corporation  (g).     Notice,  however, 

to  the  officer  of  a  corporation,  or  knowledge  obtained  by  him 

whilst  not   engaged  officially    in   the   business    of   the  com- 


(*)  Sharp  V.  Foy,  4  Ch.  35. 

{k)  Hopgood  v.  Ernest,  3  D.  J.  &  S. 
116. 

(Q  Kennedy  v.  Gre^,  3  M.  &  K. 
699  ;  FraU  v.  Ellis,  16  Beav.  357  ; 
Atterbury  v.  Wallis,  26  L.  J.  Ch. 
794  ;  Perry  v.  HoU,  2  D.  F.  &  J.  38. 

(m)  Atkinson  v.  Macreth,  2  Eq. 
570.  See  Williamson  v.  Barbour^  9 
Ch.  D.  535. 


(»)  See  Stewards  Case,  1  Ch.  574. 

(o)  JVilliamson  v.  Barbour,  9  Ch, 
D.  529,  per  Jessel,  M.  R. 

(p)  PowUs  V.  Page,  3  C.  B.  16  ; 
Re  Oarew's  Estate,  31  Beav.  45. 

{q)  IVorcester  Com.  Exchange  Co.,  3 
D.  M.  &  G.  183  ;  Re  Carew's  Estate 

9 

31  Beav.  45  ;  Parsons  on  Contracts, 
p.  65. 
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Notice  to 
uustees. 


Rc;iisti"ation  of 
an  iuubii ranee  is 
not  notice. 


pany,  is  inoperative  as  notice  to  the  latter.  But  in  the  case  of 
a  joint  agency  (e.  gr.,  the  directors  of  a  company),  notice  to  either 
whilst  engaged  in  the  business  of  his  agency  is  notice  to  the 
principal  (r), 

^here  is  no  presumption  of  law  that  a  director  knows  the  con- 
tents of  the  books  of  the  company  (a). 

A  shareholder  in  a  company  formed  under  the  Companies 
Act,  1862,  is  not  necessarily  fixed  with  a  knowledge  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  memorandum  or  articles  of  association  of  the  com- 
pany (Q.  But  he  must,  within  a  reasonable  time  after  the 
registration  of  the  memorandum  and  articles  of  association,  be 
presumed  to  acquaint  himself  with  their  conteuta  After  the 
lapse  of  a  reasonable  time  he  cannot  be  heard  to  say  that  he  had 
no  knowledge  of  their  contents.  What  will  be  a  reasonable 
time  may  in  some  degree  vary  in  different  cases,  but  must 
always  be  measured  with  reference  to  the  thing  to  be  done  (u). 

The  shareholders  in  a  company  are  not  bound  to  look  into 
the  management,  and  will  not  be  held  bound  to  have  notice  of 
everything  which  has  been  done  by  the  directors,  who  may  be 
assumed  by  the  shareholders  to  have  done  their  duty  (x). 

Notice  to  one  of  several  trustees  is,  as  a  general  rule,  notice 
to  all  (3/),  but  not  where  the  trustee  to  whom  alone  notice  is 
given  has  an  interest  adverse  to  that  of  his  co-trustee,  as  e.  g., 
where  he  has  a  beneficial  interest  which  he  has  secretly  in- 
cumbered (z). 

The  registration  of  an  assurance  is  not  of  itself  notice.  A 
prior  equitable  incumbrance  will  not,  although  registered,  afiect 
a  subsequent  purchaser  without  notice  who  has  obtained  the 
legal  estate  (a).  But  if  a  purchaser  search  the  register,  he  will 
be  presumed  to  have  notice,  unless  the  presumption  can  be  re- 


(r)  Bank  of  United  State$  v.  Davies, 
2  Hill  (Amer.),  4C2.  But  see  Story 
on  Agency,  bs.  140  a,  140  6. 

(»)  Hallmarl^a  Case,  9  Ch.  D.  329. 

(0  Stewards  Case,  1  Ch.  674. 

(u)  Lawrences  Case,  2  Ch.  425  ; 
Wilhinson^s  Case,  Re  Madrid  Bank, 
ib.  540. 

{x)  StaiUiajie's  Cane,   1    Ch.    161. 


But  see  Walford  v.  Adie^  6  Ha.  112, 
119. 

(y)  Ex  parte  Rogers,  8  D.  M.  &  G. 
271  ;  WiUes  v.  QremMU,  4  D.  F.  & 
J.  147. 

(»)  Broken  v.  Savage,  4  Drew.  635. 

(a)  Morecock  v.  Dickens,  Amb. 
678  ;  Bushdl  v.  Biishell,  1  Sch.  & 
Lef.  98. 
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butted  by  showing  that  the  search  was  made  for  a  period  only 
in  which  the  registered  deeds  are  not  included  (6).  There  is  a 
material  distinction  in  the  effect  of  registration  between  the 
Register  Acts  of  Ireland  and  those  of  England.  By  the  Irish  Act 
6  Anne,  c.  2,  an  absolute  priority  is  expressly  given  to  the 
instrument  first  registered,  so  that  a  subsequent  purchaser^ 
having  the  legal  estate,  though  he  has  not  notice  of  an  equity 
arising  under  a  deed  previously  registered,  will  be  bound  and 
compelled  to  give  effect^  to  it  (c) ;  and  all  unregistered  deeds, 
though  prior  in  date,  are  absolutely  void  as  against  the 
registered  deed  (d). 

At  law,  notwithstanding  notice,  mere  priority  of  registration  Registration  with 
absolutely  determines  the  right  to  the  property  as  between  registered 
persons  claiming  under    adverse  registered  instruments,   pur-  '^"""«^- 
porting  to  pass  the  legal  estate  (e)  \  but  in  equity,  notwithstand- 
ing the  stringent  language  of  the  Registration  Acts,  registration 
is  no  protection  against  an  unregistered  assurance  of  which  the 
party   claiming  under  the    registered  instrument  had    notice 
prior  to  the  completion  of  his  purchase  or  security  (/).     The 
object  of  the  Registration  Acts  being  to  give  notice,  the  evils 
against  which  those  statutes  intended  to  guard  do  not  exist 
where   a  man  has  notice   independently   of  the  registry.     If, 
therefore,  a  man  has  notice  of  an  eai'lier  deed,  which  though 
executed  is  not  registered,  the  registration  which  he  actually 
effects  will  not  give  him  priority  over  the  earlier  deed  (g).    The 


(h)  Hodgson  v.  Dean,  2  Sim.  &  St. 
221,  affd.  See  Sug.  V.  &  P.  761. 
Comp.  Procter  v.  Cooper^  2  Drew.  1, 
1  Jur.  N.  S.  149. 

(c)  Bushell  V.  Bushell,  1  Sch.  & 
Lef.  98  ;  Latoiuihe  v.  Lord  Duneany, 
ib.  159,  160  ;  Drew  v.  Lord  Norbury, 
3  J.  &  L.  267  ;  MiU  v.  HUl,  3  H.  L. 
828. 

(d)  Carlisle  v.  JVhaley,  2  E.  &  I. 
App.  Ca.  391. 

(«)  Doe  V.  Alsop,  5  B.  &  Aid.  142. 

(/)  Le  Neve  v.  Le  Neve,  3  Atk. 
646  ;  Eyre  v.  M^DoweU,  9  H.  L. 
619  ;  Re  Rorke's  Estate,  13  Jr.  Ch. 


271.  See  Nixon  v.  Hamilton,  2  Dr. 
&  WaL  391  ;  Benham  v.  Keane,  1  J. 
&  H.  685,  3  D.  P.  &  J.  318  ;  Agra 
Bank  v.  Barry,  7  K  &  I.  App.  Ca. 
148. 

(g)  Sheldon  v.  Cox,  2  Eden,  224 
Buskell  V.  BuskeU,  1  Sch.  &  Lef.  102 
E't^e  V.  M'Doioell,  9  H.  L.  619,  646 
Chadwick  v.  Turner,  1  Ch.  310 
Agra  Bank  v.  Barry,  7  E.  &  I.  App. 
Ca.  148  ;  KettleweU  v.  Watson,  21 
Ch.  D.  685  ;  Bradley  v.  Riches,  9  Ch. 
D.  193  ;  Punchard  v.  Tomkins,  31 
W.  R.  287. 
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Chap.  IV.      notice  must,  however,  amount  to  actual  notice  (A).     Construe- 

sect.  "•  ,  ,         , 

tive  notice  is  not  sufficient  (i).     But  the  actual  knowledge  of  a 

solicitor  will  be  imputed  to  a  client  (k). 

A. purchaser  or  mortgagee  is  not  bound  to  make  any  inquiries 
with  a  view  to  the  discovery  of  unregistered  instruments.  But  if  he 
or  his  agent  actually  knows  of  the  existence  of  such  unregistered 
instruments  when  he  takes  his  own  deed,  and  has  abstained 
from  inquiry  with  a  view  to  avoid  notice,  the  Court  may  post- 
pone him ;  but  the  case  must  be  one  in  which  the  Court  is  able 
to  come  to  a  clear  decision  as  to  the  fact  of  fraud  (l).  The  non- 
production  in  a  register  county  of  deeds  to  the  solicitor  instructed 
to  prepare  a  mortgage  upon  an  estate  there  will  not  of  itself  be 
deemed  a  proof  that  the  solicitor  has  acted  fraudulently  or  even 
negligently  so  as  to  afifect  the  interests  of  his  client.  The  con- 
struction to  be  put  upon  his  conduct  does  not  depend  on  an  in- 
flexible rule  of  law,  but  upon  the  circumstances  of  the  case  (m). 
Where,  therefore,  the  owner  of  an  estate  in  Ireland  had  already 
created  an  equitable  mortgage  upon  it  by  depositing  the  deeds 
with  a  creditor  (which  equitable  mortgage  was  not  registered), 
and  afterwards,  on  being  asked  for  them  by  a  solicitor  who  was 
about  to  prepare  a  mortgage  for  another  creditor,  gave  an  excuse 
for  their  non-production,  which  under  the  circumstances 
appeared  satisfactory,  and  also  supplied  in  his  own  handwriting 
a  summary  of  their  contents,  and  the  solicitor,  in  total  ignorance 
of  the  equitable  mortgage  and  of  all  that  had  been  previously 
done,  prepared  the  legal  mortgage,  which  was  duly  registered,  it 
was  held  that  the  legal  mortgage  bad  priority  over  the  equit- 
able mortgage  and  was  not  assailable  on  the  ground  that  the 
solicitor  had  improperly  acted  in  preparing  it  without  insisting 
on  the  production  of  the  deed  (n). 

The  Registry  Acts  do  not  apply  to  interests  in  land  which  are 
created  in  equity  without  writing  (o).     A    man  who  takes  a 

(h)  Wyait  v.  Bancell,  19  Ves.  435 ;  (Q  Lee  v.  Clutt<m,  46  L.  J.  Ch.  48. 

Chadwick  v.  Turner,  1  Cb-  310.  (m)  Agra  Baiik  v.  Barry ,  7  E.  &  I. 

(t)  Beilly  v.  Gamett,  I.  B.  7  Eq.  App.  Ca.  149. 

25  ;  Agra  Bank  v.  Barry,  7  E.  &  I.  (n)  lb. 

App.  Ca.  148  ;  Lee  v.  Glutton,  46  L,  (o)  Sumpter  v.  Cooper,  2  B.  &  Ad. 

J.  Ch.  48.  223  ;  Kettlewell  v.  jratmi,  21  Ch.  P, 

(k)  Jhwlleii  V.  liichcs,  0  Ch.  D.  103.  C85. 
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mere  deposit  of  title  deeds  without  writing  or  a  written  instni-      Chap.  rr. 

ment  will  not  lose  his  security  by  the  mere  registration  of  a  con ■ — 

veyance  subsequently  dealing  with  the  property,  the  subject 
matter  of  the  title  deeds  (p).  But  if  an  equitable  mortgage  by 
deposit  of  title  deeds  be  accompanied  by  writing,  it  becomes 
capable  of  registration,  and  should  be  registered  (q), 

A  purchaser,  who  has  advanced  his  money  and  taken  a  con- 
veyance without  notice  of  a  prior  deed  unregistered  (r),  of 
which  has  been  imperfectly  registered,  may,  upon  acquiring  a 
notice  of  it,  register  his  own  deed  and  so  gain  priority  {s).  So 
also  may  a  purchaser  whose  equitable  title  has  been  completed 
before  notice  of  a  prior  unregistered  equity,  but  who  afterwai'ds 
obtains  such  notice,  protect  himself  by  registration  (t). 

The  same  principles  were  held  under  the  old  law  to  apply  to  Notice  of  nn- 
the  case  of  a  purchaser  with  notice  of  undocketed  judgments  (u) ;  ^docketed"^ 
but  under  the  new  law  a  purchaser,  even  with  notice,  is  not  judgmentB. 
bound  by  a  judgment,  unless  it  has  been  duly  registered  in  the 
Common  Pleas  (v) ;  nor  will  notice  of  a  registered  judgment 
affect   a   purchaser,  unless  it  has  been  re-registered  in  due 
time  (vi).     As   between  judgment    creditors    notice    is    not 
material  (x). 

Purchasers  of  lands  in  Middlesex  are  bound  by  notice  of  un- 
registered or  undocketed  judgments,  but  as  between  judgment 
creditors  notice  is  not  material.  A  prior  judgment  creditor  has 
no  equity  against  a  subsequent  judgment  creditor,  who  has 
registered  with  notice  (y). 

The  registration  of  a  judgment  is  not  notice  (z),  unless  a  Registration  of 

judgments. 

(p)  Re  Burke's  Estate,  9  L,  R.  I,  Beaven  v.  Lord  Oxford,  6  D.  M.  &  Q, 

41.  492  ;  Shaw  v.  Neale,  6  H.  L.  684  ; 

(g)  Beilly  v.  Gamett,  I.  R.  7  Eq  Benham  y.  Keane,  1  J.  &  H.  685,  3 

26.  D.  F.  &  J.  318  ;  Evans  v.  IViUiams, 

(r)  Elsey  v.  Lutyens,  8  Hft.  159.  34  L.  J.  Ch.  485. 

(<)  Essex  V.  Baugh,  1  Y.  &  C.  C.  {x)  Benham  v.  Keane,  1  J.  &  H. 

C.  620.  685,  3  D.  F.  &  J.  318.    See  Evans  v. 

(0  RdUy  V.  Gametij  I.  R.  7  Eq.  TFUliams,  34  L.  J.  Ch.  485. 
26.  (y)  B&nJiam  v,  Keane,  3  D.  F.  &  J. 

(m)  Davis  V.  Lord  StraUimore,  16  318. 
Yes.  419  ;  Sug.  Y.  &  P.  521.  (z)  Churchill  v.   Grove,  1  Ch.  Ca. 

(v)  Sug.  V.  ^  P.  533.  35,  Freem.  Ch.  Ca.  176  ;  Lane  v, 

{w)  18    Yict.  *c.    15,  s.   3.    See  Jackson,  20  Beav,  535. 
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Cbap.  IV. 
Sect.  3. 


Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, Ut 
pendens,  Ac., 
notice. 


search'  has  been  made  for  judgments,  in  which  case  notice  will 
be  presumed  (a) ;  but  it  seems  that  a  title  depending  on  the 
fact  of  the  vendor  having  been  a  purchaser  without  notice  of  a 
registered  judgment  cannot  be  forced  on  a  purchaser  (6). 

A  purchaser  may  be  affected  with  constructive  notice,  not 
through  his  knowledge  of  any  fact  leading  him  to  actual  notice, 
but  by  his  neglect  of  the  usual  and  recognised  means  for  ac- 
quiring such  knowledge  or  notice.  For  instance,  a  public  Act 
of  Parliament  is  notice  to  all  the  world  (c)  ;  so  is  a  lis  peTidena 
if  registered  under  2  Vict  c.  11,  or  a  deed  or  will  registered  in 
a  registered  county  or  entered  on  Court  Rolls,  if  the  purchaser 
search  over  the  period  within  which  the  instrument  is 
registered  (d)  or  the  entry  is  made  {dd). 


SECTION   IV. — FRAUD   UPON   MARRIAGE   ARTICLES. 


Sect  4. 


Another  class  of  frauds  upon  third  parties,  which  will  be  re- 
lieved against,  is  where  persons,  after  doing  acts  required  to  be 
done  on  a  treaty  of  marriage,  render  those  acts  unavailing  by 
entering  into  other  sea-et  agreements,  or  derogate  from  those 
acts,  or  otherwise  commit  a  fraud  upon  the  relatives  or  friends  of 
one  of  the  contracting  parties  (e) ;  as  where  a  parent  declines  to 
consent  to  a  marriage  on  account  of  the  intended  husband  being 
in  debt,  and  the  brother  of  the  latter  gives  a  bond  for  the  debt 
to  procure  such  consent,  and  the  intended  husband  then  gives  a 
counter-bond  to  his  brother  to  indemnify  him  against  the  first 
bond  (/).  So,  also,  where  a  creditor  of  the  intended  husband 
concealed  his  own  debt  and  misrepresented  to  the  lady's  father 
the  amount  of  the  debts  of  the  intended  husband,  the  transac- 
tion was  treated  as  a  fraud  upon  the  marriage,  and  the  creditor 
was  restrained  from  enforcing  his  debt  at  law  against  the  hus- 


(«)  Procter  v.  Cooper,  2  Drew.  1, 1 
Jur.  N.  S.  149. 

(6)  Freer  v.  Hesse,  4  D.  M.  &  G. 
495. 

(c)  Dart,  V.  &  P.  863. 

(d)  Hodgson  v.  Dean,  2  Sim.  &  St 
221. 


(dd)  Dart,  V.  &  P.  863. 

(e)  Peyton  v.  BladweU,  1  Vem. 
240. 

(/)  Bedman  v.  Redmcm,  1  Vem. 
348  ;  Turton  v.  Bmaon,  1  P.  Wma. 
496;  Scott  v.  SeoU,  1  Coz,  366; 
Palmer  v.  Neave,  11  Ves.  166. 
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band  after  the  marriage  {g).    So,  also,  where  a  brother  on  the      Chap.  IV. 

marriage  of  his  sister  let  her  have  a  sum  of  money  privately '— — 

that  her  fortune  might  appear  to  be  as  much  as  was  insisted  on 
by  the  other  side,  and  the  sister  gave  a  bond  to  the  brother  to 
repay  it,  the  bond  was  set  aside  {h).  So,  also,  where  the  money 
due  by  an  intended  husband  upon  a  mortgage  was  represented 
by  the  mortgagee  to  the  relations  of  the  wife  to  be  much  less 
than  was  really  due,  he  was  not  allowed  to  recover  more  than  he 
had  represented  the  debt  to  amount  to  (t). 

Another  case  of  fraud  upon  marriage  articles  is  where  a  father, 
who  had  on  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  covenanted  that  he 
would  upon  his  death  leave  her  certain  tenements,  and  would 
also  by  his  will  give  and  leave  her  a  full  and  equal  share  with 
her  brothers  and  sisters  of  all  his  personal  estates,  transfers 
afterwai-ds  during  his  life  a  very  large  portion  of  his  personal 
property  to  his  son,  retaining  the  dividends  for  his  own  life  {k). 
Covenants  of  this  sort  do  not  prohibit  a  parent  from  making 
any  disposition  of  his  property  during  his  lifetime  among  his 
children  more  favoumble  to  one  than  another.  But  they  do 
prohibit  a  man  from  doing  any  acts  which  are  designed  to  defeat 
or  defraud  the  covenant.  A  parent  may,  if  he  pleases,  notwith- 
standing the  covenant,  make  an  absolute  gift  to  a  child  ;  but  the 
gift  must  be  an  absolute  and  unqualified  one,  and  must  not  be 
a  mere  reversionary  gift,  which  saves  the  income  to  the  parent 
during  his  own  life  (Q. 


SECTION    V. — FRAUD   UPON   THE   MARITAL   RIGHTS. 
Another  class  of  transactions  which  will  be  relieved  against        Sect.  5. 


as  being  in  fraud  of  the  marriage  contract  are  conveyances  made 

(gf)  Neville  v.  IVilkinKm,  1  Bro.  C.  (k)  Jones  v.  Martin,  3  Anst.  882, 

C.  543.     See  D'AWiac  v.  UAlbiac,  6  Ves.  266  n.  ;  8  Bro,  P.  C.   242. 

16  Ves.  124 ;  M&rris  v.  ClarksoUy  1  See  Randall  v.  fVilliSy  6  Ves.  261 ; 

J.  &  W.  107.  M*NeiU  v.    CahUl,   2   Bligh,    228. 

(h)  Gale  V.  Lindo,  1  Vem.  476  ;  Comp.  Stocken  v.  Stocken,  4  M.  &  C. 

Lamlee  v.  Hanman^  2  Vem.  499.  96  ;  Bdl  v.  Clarke^  26  Beav.  436. 

(i)  Barrett  v.    JVeUsy    Prec.    Ch.  (/)  Jones  v.  Martin,  3  Anst.  882, 

131.  5  Ves. '265  n. 
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by  an  unmarried  woman  of  her  property,  during  the  treaty  of 
marriage,  without  the  knowledge  of  her  intended  husband,  in 
contravention  of  his  marital  rights,  or  in  disappointment  of  his 
just  expectations  (m).  Several  circumstances  appear  to  have 
been  thought  material  as  negativing  the  imputed  fraud  :  such, 
for  instance,  as  the  poverty  of  the  husband,  the  fact  that  he  has 
made  no  settlement  on  the  wife,  the  fulfilment  of  a  moral  obli- 
gation, sus  in  the  case  of  a  settlement  upon  the  children  of  a 
former  marriage,  or  of  a  bond  given  to  secure  a  debt  contracted 
for  a  valuable  consideration,  or  the  fact  of  the  ignorance  of  the 
husband  that  his  wife  possessed  the  property  (n).  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  any  of  these  facts  would  be  a  good  ground  for 
insisting  that  there  should  be  a  settlement,  but  it  is  not  so  easy 
to  understand  why  they  should  constitute  reasons  for  practising 
concealment  upon  him,  or  for  treating  such  concealment  as  im- 
material (o).  If  both  the  property  and  the  mode  of  its  convey- 
ance, pending  the  marriage  treaty,  were  concealed  from  the  in- 
tended husband,  there  still  is  or  may  be  a  fraud  practised  on 
him.  It  is  true  that  the  non-acquisition  of  the  property  is  no 
disappointment,  but  still  his  legal  right  is  defeated,  and  the 
conveying  away  of  the  property  for  the  benefit  of  a  third  person 
or  the  vesting  and  continuance  of  a  separate  power  in  the  wife 
over  property  which  ought  to  have  been  his,  and  which  is  with- 
out his  consent  made  independent  of  his  control,  is  a  surprise 
upon  him,  and  might,  if  previously  known,  have  induced  him 
to  abstain  from  the  marriage  (p).    The  mere  fact,  however,  of 


(m)  Lance  v,  Norman,  2  Ch.  Rep. 
41  ;  Lady  Strathmore  v.  Bowes,  2 
Bro.  C.  C.  346,  2  Cox,  33,  1  Ves.  Jr. 
22  ;  Goddard  v.  Snow,  1  Buss.  465  ; 
England  v.  Downs,  2  Beav.  522 ; 
Taylor  v.  Pugh,  1  Ha.  608  ;  LleweUin 
v.  Cobbold,  1  Sm.  &  G.  376  ;  Downes 
v.  Jennings,  32  Beav.  290.  See 
Loader  v.  Clark,  2  Mac.  &  G.  387 ; 
Chambers  y,  Crcibbe,  34  Beav.  457. 
A  secret  settlement  by  a  woman  of 
her  property  during  a  treaty  of  mar- 
riage, is  not  necessarily  void  at  Liw. 
Doe  d,  Richards  Y.  Lew w,  11  C.  B, 


1035. 

(n)  Hunt  V.  Matthews,  1  Vem. 
408  ;  Taylor  v.  Pugh,  I  Ha.  608. 
See  Downes  v.  Jennings,  32  Beav. 
290. 

(o)  England  v.  Downs,  2  Beav. 
622,  529  ;  Tuyl(yr  v.  Pugh,  1  Ha.  608, 
613;  Chambers  v.  Crabbe,  34  Beav. 
457.  See  Poulson  v.  Wellington,  2 
P.  Wms.  633  ;  Lady  Strathmore  v, 
Boioes,  2  Bro.  C.  C.  345,  6  Bro.  P.  C. 
427,  1  Ves.  Jr.  22. 

( p)  Carkton  v.  Earl  of  Dorset,  2 
Vem.  17  ;  Goddard  v.  Snow,  1  Russ. 
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concealment,  or  rather  the  non-communication  to  him,  is  not  ne-      ^^P-  ^'^• 

Sect.  5. 

cessarily  and  under  all  circumstances  equivalent  to  fraud.     In ' 

the  absence  of  any  representation  as  to  specific  property,  there 
is  no  implied  contract  on  the  part  of  the  lady  that  her  property 
shall  not  be  in  any  way  diminished  before  the  marriage  :  but  it 
is  for  the  Court  to  determine  in  each  case  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  condition  of  the  parties  and  the  other  attendant  circum- 
stances, a  transaction  complained  of  by  the  husband  should  be 
treated  as  fraudulent  (q).  Where  the  husband  has  so  conducted 
himself  towards  the  intended  wife  that  she  cannot  without  dis- 
grace retire  from  the  marriage,  as  where  he  had  induced  her  to 
cohabit  with  him  before  maniage,  a  settlement  made'  by  her  of 
her  property  without  his  knowledge  will  not  be  treated  as  in 
fraud  of  his  marital  rights  (r). 

The  equity  in  favour  of  the  husband  does  not  arise,  unless  it 
can  be  clearly  made  out  that  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance  of 
her  property  by  the  wife  there  was  an  engagement  of  marriage 
between  them  (s).  A  conveyance  to  be  fraudulent  must  be 
made  in  contemplation  of  a  pai*ticular  marriage  (t).  Nor  has 
the  husband  any  equity  to  set  it  aside,  if  before  the  marriage  he 
has  notice  that  the  intended  wife  has  dealt  in  some  way  with 
her  property.  It  is  essential  to  the  application  of  the  piinciple 
that  the  husband  should,  up  to  the  moment  of  the  marriage, 
have  been  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  transaction.  If  he  has 
notice  before  the  marriage  that  the  lady  intended  to  make  a 
settlement  of  her  property,  and  nothing  took  place  to  justify  a 
belief  on  his  part  that  at  the  time  of  the  marriage  no  such  set- 
tlement had  been  made,  he  has  no  equity  to  set  it  aside, 
although  he  may  not  be  proved  to  have  been  aware  of  any  set- 
tlement having  been  actually  made.  If  the  husband  has  notice 
that  the  property  has  been  in  some  way  dealt  with  and  makes 

485 ;  England  v.  Downs,  2   Beay.  608. 

522,  529 ;   Dovmes  v.  JenningSf  32  (r)  Taylor  v.  Piigh,  1  Ha.  608. 

Beav.   290  ;  Tabor  V.  Cunningham,  (s)  England  v.   Downs,  2    Beav. 

24  W.  R.  166.  522 ;  Griggs  v.  StapUe,  2  Deg.  &  S. 

(g)  De  MannevUle  v.  Compton,  I  572. 

V.  &  B.  354  ;  St,  George  v.  Wake,  1  {t)  Maker  v.  Hohbs,  2  Y.  &  0.  3X7. 
M.  &  K.  610 ;  Taylw  v.  PiigK,  1  Ha. 
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Chap.  IV.      no  inquiry,  he  is  bound  by  what  has  been  done.     It  is  enough 

'■ that  he  had  notice  of  the  intended  settlement,  though  he  may 

not  have  been  aware  of  the  trusts  (u). 

If  a  bond  be  given  by  a  woman  before  marriage  to  secure  a 
debt  contracted  for  valuable  consideration,  there  is  no  fraud  on 
the  husband  though  it  be  concealed  from  him  (x). 

The  right  of  the  husband  to  impeach  a  transaction,  as  being 
ID  fraud  of  his  marital  rights,  may  be  lost  by  acquiescence  or 
delay  (y) ;  nor  have  his  representatives  after  his  death  any  equity 
against  the  wife,  if  he  does  not  before  his  death  discover  the 
fraud  upon  his  marital  rights  {z). 

A  wife  has  no  similar  equity  to  have  a  conveyance  of  the 
property  of  or  a  security  given  by  the  intended  husband  set 
aside  as  being  a  fraud  upon  her  marital  rights  (a).  But  where 
upon  a  marriage  the  father  of  the  husband  agreed  to  give  up 
to  him  a  farm  and  stock  in  consideration  of  the  wife's  fortune 
being  paid  to  the  father,  it  being  then  stated  that  the  intended 
husband  was  not  indebted  to  any  extent,  and  a  deed  was  drawn 
up  and  executed  in  pursuance  of  the  agreement,  and  on  the 
same  day  that  the  deed  was  executed  the  intended  husband  gave 
his  father  a  promissory  note  for  200L,  it  was  held  that  the 
giving  this  note,  coupled  with  the  statement  that  the  son  was 
not  indebted  to  any  extent,  was  a  fraud  upon  the  intended  wife 
and  her  father  who  gave  the  fortune,  and  that  the  father  of  the 
husband  could  not  recover  on  the  note  against  his  son  if  he  was 
alive,  nor  against  his  assets  after  his  death  (b). 


SECTION  VI. — MARRIAGE   AND   PLACE   BROKAGE   BONDS. 

Sect  6.  Another  class  of  transaxstions  which  are  relieved  against  as 

being  in  fraud  of  third  parties,  are  contracts  or  agreements  to 

(u)  St,  George  v.  TFake,  1  M.  &  K.  V.  &  B.  354 ;  Loader  v.  Clarkey  2 

610  ;   England  v.   Downs,  2  Beav.  Mac  &  G.  382  ;  Dotones  v.  Jennings, 

522  ;  €h%ggs  v.  Staplee,  2  Deg.  &  S.  32  Beav.  290.    See  infra. 

572  ;  Wrigley  v.  Swainson,  3  Deg,  &  (z)  Grazdfrook  v.  PerdvcU,  14  Jur. 

S.  458.    See  Prideauz  Y.  LonsdaUy  I  1103. 

D.  J.  &  S.  433.  (a)  M*Keogh  v.  M'Keogh,  I.  R.  4 

(x)  BUmdiet  v.  Foster,  2  Ves.  264.  Eq.  338. 

{y)  De  Manneville  v.  Compton,  1  (b)  lb. 
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negotiate  a  marriage  between  two  parties  for  a  certain  compen* 
sation  (c).  In  some  early  cases,  Qrialey  y.  Lother  (d),  and  a  case 
cited  in  Hall  v.  Potter  (e),  a  marriage  brokage  bond  was  held 
good  at  law ;  but  these  cases  cannot  be  considered  law.  The 
better  opinion  would  seem  to  be  that  a  marriage  brokage  bond 
is  void  at  law  upon  grounds  of  public  policy.  In  equity  it  has 
long  been  settled  that  such  bonds  will  be  relieved  against,  as 
well  upon  grounds  of  public  policy,  as  because  they  tend  to  in- 
duce the  exercise  of  undue  influence  in  the  promotion  of  mar- 
riages, and  are  a  fraud  on  the  families  of  those  who  are  so 
induced  to  marry  without  taking  the  advice  of  their  friends  (/)• 
Marriage  brokage  contracts  are  so  adverse  to  public  policy  as  not 
to  be  capable  of  confirmation  {g) :  and  even  money  paid  under 
them  may  be  reclaimed  (h).  It  makes  no  difference  that  the 
marriage  is  between  persons  of  equal  rank,  age,  and  fortune,  for 
the  contract  is  equally  oppn  to  objection  upon  general  principles, 
as  being  of  dangerous  consequence  (i).  The  principle  has  even 
gone  further,  and  a  bond  given  for  assisting  a  clandestine  mar- 
riage has  been  set  aside,  though  given  voluntarily  after  the 
marriage  and  without  any  previous  agreement  for  the  pur< 
pose  (k). 

Upon  a  similar  ground,  if  a  parent  or  guardian,  or  any  person 
nearly  connected  to  a  party  privately  connive  with  a  third  per- 
son, and  agree  to  procure  a  marriage  between  such  paities  in 
consideration  of  a  certain  compensation,  or  agree  upon  payment 
of  a  certain  sum  to  consent  to  such  marriage,  the  contract  is 


Chap.  IV. 
Sect.  6. 


(c)  See  Worsley  v.  De  Mattas,  1 
Burr.  476,  per  Loid  Mansfield. 

(d)  Hob.  10. 
(«)  3  Lev.  412. 

(/)  Hcdl  V.  Potter,  3  Lev.  412, 
Show.  P.  C.  76;  Arundel  v.  Tre- 
villian,  1  Ch.  Rep.  47  ;  Law  v.  Law, 
Ca.  t.  Talb.  140,  142  ;  CoUty.  Gibson, 
1  Ve«.  503  ;  Vauxhall  Bridge  Co.  v. 
Spencer,  Jac.  67  ;  Boyntcn  v.  Hub- 
hard,  7  Mass.  (Amer.)  112.  The 
civil  law  does  not  seem  to  have  held 
contracts  of  this  sort  in  such  severe 
rebuke,  for  it  allowed  prorenetrr,  or 


match-makers,  to  receive  a  reward 
for  their  services  to  a  limited  extent. 
Story,  Eq.  Jur.  260. 

(g)  Cole  V.  Gibson,  1  Ves.  603, 606, 
607  ;  Boche  v.  O'Brien,  1  Ba.  &  Be. 
358. 

(h)  Smith  V.  Bruning,  2  Vem. 
392  ;  Goldsmith  v.  Bruning,  1  Eq. 
Cn.  Ab.  89. 

(t)  Hall  V.  Potter,  3  Lev.  411,  1 
Fonb.  bk.  1,  c  4,  s.  10. 

(A?)  Williamson  v.  Gibson,  2  Sch. 
&  Lef.  357. 
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Office  broka^ 
bonds. 


utterly  void  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  a  bargain  in  contm- 
vention  of  the  rights  of  third  parties,  whose  interests  are  thus 
controlled  and  sacrificed  (l). 

Of  a  kindred  nature  to  marnage  brokage  contracts  and 
governed  by  the  same  rule,  are  cases  where  bonds  are  given,  or 
other  agreements  made  as  a  reward  for  using  influence  and 
power  over  another  person  to  induce  him  to  make  a  will  in 
favour  of  the  obligee  and  for  his  benefit,  for  all  such  contracts 
tend  to  the  deceit  and  injury  of  third  parties,  and  encourage 
artifice  and  improper  attempt  to  control  the  exercise  of  their 
free  judgment  (m).  But  such  cases  are  carefully  to  be  distin- 
guished from  those  in  which  there  is  an  agreement  among  heirs 
or  other  near  relatives  to  share  the  estate  equally  between  them, 
whatever  may  be  the  will  made  by  the  testator ;  for  such  an 
agreement  is  generally  made  to  suppress  fraud  and  undue  influ- 
ence, and  cannot  truly  be  said  to  disappoint  the  testator's  inten* 
tion,  if  he  does  not  impose  any  restriction  on  his  devisee  (n). 

Of  a  kindred  nature  to  marriage  brokage  contracts  are  ofiice 
brokage  bonds.  Bonds  of  this  sort  are  fraudulent,  and  there- 
fore void  upon  grounds  of  public  policy,  the  tendency  of  such 
bonds  being  to  introduce  unfit  persons  into  places  of  great 
public  trust,  and  to  defraud  the  public  of  the  service  of  the 
most  efficient  candidates  or  officers  (o)» 


SECTION  Vir. — BONDS   TO    MARRY. 


Sect.  7. 


A  bond  given  by  a  young  woman  secretly  to  a  man,  con- 
ditioned to  pay  him  a  sum  of  money,  if  she  did  not  marry  him 
on  the  death  of  the  parent  or  other  individual  from  whom  she 
has  expectancies,  but  kept  secret  from  him,  is  in  equity  looked 


(Q  Peyton  v.  Bladtoell,  1  Vem. 
240  ;  StrMlehiU  v.  Brett,  2  Vem. 
445  ;  Keat  v.  Alien,  ib.  588, 1  Fonb. 
Eq.  bk.  1,  c.  4,  B.  11 ;  Story,  Eq. 
Jur.  266,  267. 

(m)  Dihenham  v.  Ox,  I  Ves.  276. 

(n)  Beckleyy,  Newland,  2  P.  Wms. 
181 ;  Harwood  v.  Tooke,  2  Sim.  192  ; 


Wetheredv,  Wethered,ih.  183;  Story, 
Eq.  Jur.  265,  785. 

(o)  Law  V.  Law,  Ca.  t.  Talb.  140, 
3  P.  Wms.  391  ;  Morris  v.  M*CnUoch, 
2  Eden,  190 ;  Hannington  v.  l)u 
Chatel,  1  Bro.  C.  C.  124 ;  HaHweU 
v.  Hartwell,  4  Ves.  811  ;  Osibome  w 
JFilliams,  18  Ves.  379. 
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x)n  as  a  fraud  on  the  parent  or  other  individual,  from  whom  she     ^*P-  J^- 

has  expectations,  who  disapproved  of  the  man-iage,  and  might 

be  misled  into  making  a  provision  for  her,  which,  had  he  known 
of  the  bond,  he  might  have  done  in  such  a  manner  as  would 
have  prevented  the  marriage  (p). 


SECTION  Vin. — FRAUD   IN   WITHHOLDING    CONSENT  TO 

MARRIAGE. 

Gifts  and  legacies  are  often  bestowed  upon  persons  upon  con-  S^ct-  8* 
dition  that  they  shall  not  marry  without  the  consent  of  parents, 
guardians,  or  other  confidential  persons.  If  such  consent  to  the 
marriage  is  withheld  from  a  corrupt  motive,  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery may  interfere.  It  has  been  contended  that  if  the  person 
whose  consent  is  required  is  interested  in  withholding  it,  he  'must 
show  a  reason  for  his  dissent.  But  if  the  author  of  the  trust 
chooses  to  require  the  consent  of  a  person  whom  he  knows  at 
the  time  to  have  an  interest  in  refusing  it,  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive an  equity  interfering  with  his  choice.  At  all  events,  no 
equity  will  arise  if  the  trustee  has  meant  to  act  honestly, 
though  his  decision  may  not  be  the  same  as  that  at  which  the 
Court  would  have  arrived  (q). 


SECTION  IX. — FRAUD   IN   RESPECT    OF    EXPECTANCIES. 

It  would  appear  to  have  been  partly,  if  not  mainly,  on  the       Sect  9 


ground  that  a  bargain  with  an  expectant  heir  in  respect  of  his 
expectancy  during  the  life,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
person  from  whom  the  expectancy  was  looked  for,  was  a  fraud 
on  the  latter,  that  a  bargain  with  an  expectant  heir  was  liable  to 
be  opened  and  set  aside  upon  the  ground  merely  of  under- 
value (r).  Where,  however,  the  heir  deals  not  behind  the  back  of 

(p)  WoodhouH  V.  Sk^Uy,  2  Atk.  (r)  Dcwie  v.  Duke  of  Marlborough^ 

536  ;  Cock  v.  Richards,  10  Yes.  429.       2  Sw.  140,  143  ;  King  v.  Hamlet,  2 
(q)  Clarke  v.  Parker,  19  Vee.  1.  M.  &  K.  466,  ntpra,  p.  169. 
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his  father,  but  with  his  sanction  and  assistance,  and  has  all  the 
protection  which  his  father  can  give  him,  he  is  not  entitled  to 
relief,  as  if  the .  contract  had  been  entered  into  without  such 
parental  protection  (a).  So,  also,  a  fair  and  bond  fide  agreement 
between  expectants  to  share  equally,  or  in  a  certain  manner, 
the  property  which  might  be  left  them,  although  entered  into 
behind  the  back  of  the  person  from  whom  the  expectancy  is 
looked  for,  has  always  been  held  valid  in  equity  (t). 


SECTION    X. — FRAUD   IN   RESPECT   OP   SALES    BY   AUCTION. 


Sect  10. 


Agreements  whereby  parties  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
competition  at  an  auction,  and  of  depressing  the  value  of  the 
property  below  its  market  price,  engage  not  to  bid  against  each 
other,  have  been  held  in  some  American  cases  to  operate  as  a 
fraud  upon  third  parties  (u).  But  it  is  difficult  to  see  upon 
what  principle  it  can  be  maintained  that  a  mere  agreement 
between  two  persons,  each  desirous  of  effecting  the  purchase  of 
an  estate,  that  they  will  not  bid  against  each  other,  but  that 
one  shall  retire  and  leave  the  field  open  to  the  other,  can  be 
held  to  invalidate  the  sale,  and  in  two  cases  before  our  own 
courts  an  agreement  to  this  effect  has  been  held  good  (x). 

In  sales  by  auction  the  employment  by  the  vendor  of  a  puffer 
or  agent  to  bid  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  price  without 
disclosing  the  fact  was  held  by  the  Courts  of  Common  Law  to 
be  fraudulent,  and  the  purchaser  might  avoid  the  sale  (y),  and 


(«)  King  v.  HarniUt,  2  M.  &  K 
466 ;  (yRorke  v.  Bolingbroke,  2  App. 
Ca.  834. 

(t)  Beckley  v.  Newland,  2  P.  Wma. 
182 ;  JVeihertd  v.  Weih&red,  2  Sim. 
183  ;  Harwood  v.  Tooke,  ib.  192 ; 
Hyde  v.  White,  5  Sim.  524  ;  Lyde  v. 
itf^n,  1  M.  &  R.  683.  SeeHoughUm 
V.  Lees,  I  Jur.  N.  S.  862  ;  Heap  v. 
Tonge,  9  Ha.  100. 

(u)  Jones   v.    Ccietoellf    3    Johns. 


(Amer.),  29 ;  Doolin  v.  Wardj  6 
Johns.  (Amer.),  194  ;  Wilbur  y.  How, 
8  Johns.  (Amer.),  444;  HauiUy  v. 
Cramer,  4  Cow.  (Amer.),  717  ;  Brie- 
hams  v.  Adame,  3  Comst  (Amer.)^ 
129  ;  Story,  Eq.  Jur.  293. 

{x)  Oalton  V.  Emuss,  1  ColL  242  ; 
Re  Oarew'e  Estate,  26  Beav.  187. 

(y)  Green  y.  Bawrstoek,  14  C.  B. 
N.  S.  204. 
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bids  by  the  auctioneer  as  the  vendor's  agent  have  the  same      I^p*  ^• 

effect  {z).    Courts  of  equity  drew  a  distinction  between  the  em '■ — ^ 

ployment  of  a  bidder  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  property 
from  being  sold  at  an  undervalue,  which  was  not  considered 
fraudulent,  and  the  employment  of  a  bidder  to  increase  the 
price ;  but  the  employment  of  more  persons  than  one  to  bid  was 
held  to  be  fraudulent,  because  only  one  could  be  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  the  property,  and  the  employment  of  more 
could  only  be  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  price  (a).  In 
order  to  remove  any  conflict  between  the  rule  at  law  and  in 
equity  upon  the  subject  in  the  case  of  sales  by  auction  of  land 
the  Sale  of  Land  by  Auction  Act,  30  &  31  Vict.  c.  48,  was 
passed,  enacting  by  sec.  4  that  where  a  sale  by  auction  of 
land  would  be  invalid  at  law  by  reason  of  the  employment  of 
a  puffer,  the  same  shall  be  deemed  invalid  in  equity  as  well 
as  at  law  (6). 

The  announcement  that  property  is  to  be  sold  by  auction 
''without  reserve"  imports  that  there  shall  be  no  bidding 
directly  or  indirectly  on  the  part  of  the  vendor,  and  the  em- 
ployment of  any  bidder  at  a  sale  under  such  conditions  is  fraud- 
ulent. "  Where,"  said  Lord  Cottenham,  in  Robinson  v.  Wail  (c), 
"  a  property  is  offered  for  sale  without  reserve,  the  meaning 
and  the  only  meaning  that  can  be  attached  to  it  is  that  of  the 
bidders  who  choose  to  attend  the  sale,  whoever  bids  the  highest 
shall  be  the  purchaser ;  that  the  biddings  shall  be  left  to  them- 
selves, and  that  there  shall  be  no  bidding  on  the  part  of  the 
vendor,  and  it  is  not  without  reserve,  the  biddings  are  not  left 
to  themselves,  if  any  means  or  contrivance,  it  matters  not  what, 
be  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  effect  of  open 
competition.  I  consider,  therefore,  the  term  '  without  reserve ' 
to  exclude  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  vendor  or  of 
those  who  come  in  under  him  which  can  under  any  possible 
circumstances  affect  the  right  of  the  highest  bidder  to  have  the 

(«)  Parftt  V.  Jepaon,  46  L.  J.  C.  P.      Flint  v.  Woodin,  9  Ha.  618. 
529.  (b)  See  HeaUey  v.  NwfUm,  19  Ch. 

(a)  Woodward  v.  Miller,  2  Coll*      D.  326. 
279  ;  Rolnnwn  v.  WaU,  2  Ph.  372 ;         (c)  2  Ph.  376. 

u  2 
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^P*  jy*      property  knocked  down  to  him,  and  ihat  without  reference  to 

Sect.  10.        ^     '^      -^  ,  ,         '       , 

the  amount  to  which  that  highest  bidder  shall  go  *'  (d). 

In  a  case  where  a  sale  was  stated  to  be  "  without  reserve  but 
with  liberty  to  the  parties  interested  to  bid,"  it  was  held  that 
the  purchaser  could  not  avoid  his  contract  upon  the  ground 
that  the  vendor  had  increased  the  price  by  bidding  against 
him  (e). 

With  respect  to  sales  "  without  reserve  "  the  above  statute 
has  enacted  by  sec.  5  that  the  particulars  or  conditions  of  sale 
by  auction  of  land  shaU  state  whether  such  land  will  be  sold 
without  reserve  or  subject  to  a  reserve  price  or  whether  a  right 
to  bid  is  reserved,  and  that  if  it  is  stated  that  such  land  shall 
be  sold  without  reserve  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  seller  to 
employ  any  person  to  bid  at  such  sale  or  for  the  auctioneer  to 
take  knowingly  any  bidding  from  any  such  person. 

The  section  makes  a  distinction  between  a  reserved  price  and 
a  reserved  right  to  bid,  and  under  conditions  stating  the  former 
only  it  is  not  competent  for  the  vendor  to  employ  a  person  to 
bid  up  to  the  price  stated  to  be  reserved,  and  a  sale  efifected  by 
means  of  such  bidding  was  set  aside  (/). 

By  sec.  6  it  is  enacted  that  where  any  sale  by  auction  of  land 
is  declared  either  in  the  particulars  or  conditions  of  such  sale 
to  be  subject  to  a  right  for  the  seller  to  bid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  seller  or  any  one  person  on  his  behalf  to  bid  ;  but  in  a  case 
where  the  seller  reserved  a  right  to  bid  once,  and  the  auctioneer, 
with  his  sanction,  bid  thrice,  the  sale  was  held  voidable  at  the 
option  of  the  purchaser  (g).  It  seems  that  a  seller's  right  to 
bid  once  would  be  exercised  by  the  auctioneer  starting  the 
property  at  a  price  or  by  the  seller  or  auctioneer  naming  a 
reserve  (h). 

m 

Sec.  7  takes  away  the  power  of  the  Court  to  open  biddings 
after  sales  by  auction  of  land  under  its  authority  unless  on  the 
ground -of  fraud  or  improper  conduct  in  the  management  of  the 
sale  (i). 

(d)  See  Thamett  v.  Haines,  15  M.  (g)  Parfit  v.  Jepsan,  46  L.  J.  C.  P, 
&  W.  372,  per  Lord  Wensleydale.           529. 

(e)  Dimmock  v.  HaUett,  2  Ch-  26.  (h)  lb.  631,  per  Grove,  J. 

(/)  Gilliatt  V.  GtUiatt,  9  Eq.  60.  {%)  See  Delves  v.  Delves,  20  Eq.  77. 
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On  the  other  hand,  if  a  purchaser  procure  a  sale  to  himself     Ohup*  IV* 

Sect.  10 

by  fraudulently  or  wrongfully  preventing  other  persons  from '- — 

bidding,  the  vendor  may  avoid  the  sale  {k).  So,  also,  where  the 
purchaser  employed  the  vendor's  agent  to  bid  for  him,  which 
deterred  other  persons  from  bidding  who  supposed  him  to  be 
bidding  for  the  vendor,  it  was  held  sufficient  ground  for  refusing 
specific  performance  (l). 

(ky  Fuller  V.  Abrahams,  3  B.  &  B.      C.  326.    See  Mason  v.  Armitage,  13 
116.  Ves,  25. 

(Q  Twining  v.  Morriee^  2  Bro.  C. 


CHAPTER   V. 

MISCELLANEOUS   FRAUDS. 
SECTION   I. — ^FRAUD   IN  WILLS, 

Chap.  V.  Frauds  upon  testators  in  the  making  of  wills  are  a  class  of 

'- —  frauds  against  which  the  Court  will  relieve. 

The  execution  of  a  will  with  due  solemnities  by  a  person  of 
competent  understanding  and  apparently  a  free  agent  being 
duly  proved,  the  presumption  is  that  the  testator  was  cognisant 
of  its  contents,  and  that  the  instrument  expresses  his  will  (a), 
unless  there  be  other  circumstances  to  lead  to  a  different  con- 
clusion, in  which  case  the  burden  of  proof  lies  upon  the  party 
propounding  the  will,  and  the  Court  will  not  pronounce  in  its 
favour  unless  it  is  judicially  satisfied  that  the  instrument  pro- 
pounded is  the  last  will  of  a  free  and  capable  testator  (6).  Any- 
one who  questions  the  validity  of  a  will  is  entitled  to  put  the 
person  who  alleges  that  it  was  made  by  a  capable  testator  upon 
proof  that  he  was  of  sound  mind  at  the  time  of  execution  (c). 

By  the  Roman  law  qui  se  scripait  heredem  could  take  no 
benefit  under  a  will  (d).  This  is  not  the  case  by  the  law  of 
England,  but  if  a  person  benefited  by  a  will  has  himself  pre- 
pared it  or  procured  it  to  be  prepared,  the  law  looks  on  the  case 
with  suspicion,  and  the  Court  requires  clear  and  satisfactory  proof 
that  the  testator  knew  and  approved  the  contents  of  the  instru- 
ment, and  that  it  expressed  bis  real  intentions  (e).    If  there  be 

(a)  Boyse  v.  Russboro^ighj  6  H.  L.  (d)  Dig.  lib.  34,  s.  8. 

49  ;  Browning  v.  Budd,  6  Moo.  P.  C.  («)  Paske  v.  OUatt,  2  Phillim.  324 ; 

435.  Baker  v.  Batt,  2  Moo.  P.  C.  321  ; 

(6)  Browning  v.  Bvdd,  ib.  Barry  v.  Butlin,  ib.  491  ;  GrevUle  v. 

(c)  Smee  v.  Hmee,  5  Pr.  D.  90.  TyUe,  7  Moo.  P.  C.  320. 
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no  evidence  of  instruetions  previously  given,  or  knowledge  of  its      ^P*  y* 

COCw*      Jla 

contents,  the  party  propounding  it  must  prove  by  evidence  of  — 

some  description  or  other  that  the  testator  knew  and  approved 
of  the  instrument  (/).  The  onus  of  proof  may  be  increased  by 
circumstances,  such  as  unbounded  confidence  in  the  drawer  of 
the  will,  extreme  debility  in  the  testator,  clandestine  and  other 
circumstances,  which  may  increase  the  presumption  even  so 
much  as  to  be  conclusive  against  the  instrument  (g). 

"Proof  of  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  a  will,"  said  Dr. 
Lushington  in  Dumell  v.  Corjldd  (A),  "  may  be  given  in  any 
form.  The  degree  of  proof  depends  on  the  circumstances  of* 
each  case.  Although  in  perfect  capacity,  knowledge  of  the 
contents  will  be  inferred  ;  yet  where  capacity  is  impaired,  and 
the  benefit  of  the  drawer  of  the  will  large,  the  suspicion  is 
strong,  and  the  proof  must  be  most  stringent  The  Court  must 
be  satisfied  of  proof  of  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the  will. 
I  must  add  another  ingredient — the  nature  of  the  instrument 
executed,  its  simplicity  or  complexity,  because  when  you  are 
measuring  the  power  of  a  weakened  intellect  the  quality  of  the 
subject  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied  must  always  be  an  important 
test.  Where  the  drawer  of  an  instrument  gives  himself  a 
benefit  under  the  instrument,  it  is  a  case  for  suspicion,  depending 
more  or  less  upon  the  circumstances  of  each  individual  case 
that  the  proof  must  be  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  suspicion, 
which  of  course  will  vary.  The  greater  the  benefit  and  the  less 
the  capacity,  the  more  stringent  is  the  requirement  of  proof  of 
knowledge  of  the  contents." 

If  a  testator  being  of  sound  mind  and  capacity  has  read  the 
will,  there  is,  as  a  general  rule,  sufficient  evidence  to  show  that 
he  knew  and  approved  of  its  contents  (i).  So  also  if  a  will  has 
been  read  over  to  a  capable  testator  on  the  occasion  of  its  exe« 
cution,  or  there  is  evidence  to  show  that  its  contents  have  been 
brought  to  his  notice  in  any  other  way,  this  fact  when  coupled 

(/)  Barry  v.  Budiny  2  Moo.  P.  C.  GrwilU  v.  Tylee^  7  Moo.  P.  Q  320  ; 

491 ;  Mitchell  v.  Thomas,  6  Moo.  P.  Ashwell  v.  Lomi,  2  Pr.  &  Div.  477. 
C.  137.  (h)  1  Roberts,  63, 

(g)  Paske  v.  OUatt,  2  Phillim.  324  ;         (t)  Atter  v.  Atkinson,  1  Pr.  &  Div. 

Jones  V.  Godrichy  5  Moo.  P.  C.  16  ;  665. 
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Chap.  Y.       with  his  execution  thereof  will,  as  a  general  mle,  be  sufficient 

'— —  to  show  that  he  approved  as  well   as    knew  the    contents 

thereof  (j)*  But  circumstances  may  exist  which  maj  require 
that  something  further  shall  be  done  in  the  matter  than  the 
mere  establishment  of  the  fact  of  the  testator  having  been  a 
person  of  sound  mind  and  capacity,  and  also  of  his  having  had 
read  over  to  him  that  which  had  been  prepared  for  him,  and 
which  h3  executed  as  his  will.  There  is  no  unyielding  rule  of 
law  (especially  when  the  ingredient  of  fraud  enters  into  the 
case)  that  when  it  has  been  proved  that  a  testator,  competent 
'  in  mind,  has  had  a  will  read  over  to  him,  and  has  thereupon 
executed  it,  all  further  inquiry  is  shut  out  (A;). 

The  exercise  of  undue  influence  may  be  a  ground  for  the 
interposition  of  the  Court  to  set  aside  a  will.  Though  a  man 
may  have  a  mind  of  sufficient  soundness  and  discretion  to 
manage  his  own  affairs  in  general,  still,  if  such  a  dominion  or 
influence  be  obtained  over  him  as  to  prevent  his  exercising  that 
discretion  in  the  making  a  will,  he  cannot  be  considered  as 
having  such  a  disposing  mind  as  will  give  it  effect  (1), 

In  cases  of  weakness  of  mind  aiising  from  the  near  approach 
of  death  or  otherwise,  strong  evidence  may  be  requii-ed  that  the 
contents  of  the  will  were  known  to  and  approved  by  the  testator 
executing  the  will  at  such  time  (m),  and  that  the  execution 
was  his  spontaneous  act  (n). 

When  it  has  been  proved  that  a  will  has  been  executed  with 
due  solemnities  by  a  person  of  competent  understanding,  and 
apparently  a  free  agent,  the  burden  of  proving  that  it  was 
executed  under  undue  influence  rests  on  the  party  who  alleges 
it  (o),  or  at  least  he  must  show  facts  from  which  the  Court 
would  be  justified  in  treating  the  circumstances  attending  the 
bounty  as  suspicious.  Further,  in  order  to  set  aside  the  will  of 
a  person  of  sound  mind,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  show  that  the 

(j)  Guardhccuse  v.  BkuJcbum,  ib.  (m)  Mitchell  v.  ThomaSy  6  Moo.  P. 

116.  C.  1 37  ;  DumeU  v.  CorJUld,  1  Roberts, 

(k)  Fulton  V.  Andrew,  7  E.  &  L  63  ;  8  Jur.  915. 

App.  Ca.  469.  (n)  Tribe  v.  Tribe,  13  Jur.  793. 

(l)  Mou7itain  v.  Bennett,   1  Cox,  (o)  Boyse  v.  Rtusbormcgh,  6  H.  L, 

355.                                          .  2, 49. 
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circumstances  attendiog  its  execution  are  consistent  with  the      ^^v-  ^« 

Sect  1 

hypothesis  that  it  was  obtained  by  undue  influence,  it  must — 

be  shown  that  they  are  inconsistent  with  a  contrary  hypo-* 
thesis  (p). 

A  distinction  exists  between  the  influence  which  is  held  to 
be  undue  in  the  case  of  transactions  inter  vivos,  and  that  which 
is  called  undue  in  relation  to  a  will  In  the  first  place,  in  the 
case  of  gifts  or  conti'acts  inter  vivos,  there  is  a  transaction  in 
which  the  person  benefited  at  least  takes  part,  whether  he 
unduly  urges  his  influence  or  not,  and  in  calling  on  him  to 
explain  the  part  he  took,  and  the  circumstances  that  brought 
about  the  gift  or  obligation,  the  Court  is  plainly  requiring  of 
him  an  explanation  within  his  knowledge.  But  in  the  case  of 
a  legacy  under  a  will,  the  legatee  may  have  and  in  general  has 
no  part  or  even  knowledge  of  the  act ;  and  to  cast  on  him,  on 
the  bare  proof  of  the  legacy  and  his  relation  to  the  testator,  the 
burden  of  showing  how  the  thing  came  about,  and  under  what 
influence,  or  with  what  motives  the  legacy  was  made,  or  what 
advice  the  testator  had,  professional  or  otherwise,  would  be  to 
cast  a  duty  on  him  which  in  many,  if  not  in  most,  cases  he 
could  not  possibly  discharge.  Another  distinction  is  this.  In 
the  case  of  gifts  or  transaction  inter  vivos,  it  is  considered 
that  the  natural  influence  which  such  relations  as  those  in 
question  involve,  exerted  by  those  who  possess  it  to  obtain  a 
benefit  for  themselves,  is  an  undue  influence.  Gifts  or  contracts 
brought  about  by  it  are  therefore  set  aside,  unless  the  party 
benefited  can  show  affirmatively  that  the  other  party  to  the 
transaction  was  placed  in  such  a  position  as  would  enable  him 
to  form  an  absolutely  free  and  unfettered  judgment.  The  law 
regarding  wills  is  very  different.  The  natural  influence  of  the 
parent  or  guardian  over  the  child,  or  the  husband  over  the  wife, 
or  the  attorney  over  the  client,  may  lawfully  be  exerted  to 
obtain  a  will  or  legacy  so  long  as  the  testator  thoroughly  under- 
stood what  he  is  doing  and  is  a  free  agent.  There  is  nothing 
illegal  in  the  parent  or  husband  pressing  his  claims  on  a  child 
or  wife,  and  obtaining  a  recognition  of  these  claims  in  a  legacy, 
provided  that  persuasion  stop  short  of  coercion,  and  that  the 

(p)  lb.  51. 
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<^^  V.      volition  of  the  testator^  though  biassed  and  impressed  by  the 

'- —  relation  in  which  he  stands  to  the  legatee,  is  not  overborne  and 

subjected  to  the  domination  of  another  (q). 

"  The  influence  which  will  set  aside  a  will,"  said  Mr.  Justice 
Williams  (r),  **  must  amount  to  force  and  coercion  destroying 
free  agency ;  it  must  not  be  the  influence  of  affection  or  attach- 
ment ;  it  must  not  be  the  mere  desii*e  of  gratifying  the  wiuhes 
of  another,  for  that  would  be  a  strong  ground  in  support  of 
a  testamentary  act ;  further,  there  must  be  proof  that  the  act 
was  obtained  by  this  coercion,  by  importunity  which  could  not 
be  resisted — that  it  was  done  merely  for  the  sake  of  peace,  so 
that  the  motive  was  tantamount  to  force  and  fear."    To  the 
same  effect  were  the  words  of  Lord  Penzance  in  charging  a 
jury  with  respect  to  what  shall  constitute  undue  influence  in 
the  making  of  a  will,  in  Hall  v.  Hall  (a)  :  '*  To  make  a  good 
will  a  man  must  be  a  free  agent,  but  all  influences  are  not 
unlawful.      Persuasion   appeals    to   the   affections   or   ties  of 
kindred,  to  a  sentiment  of  gratitude  for  past  services,  or  pity 
for  future  destitution,  or  the  like — ^these  are  all  legitimate,  and 
may  be  fairly  pressed  on  a  testator.    On  the  other  hand,  pres- 
sure of  whatever  character,  whether  acting  on  the  fears  or  the 
hopes,  if  so  exerted  as  to  overpower  the  volition  without  con- 
vincing the  judgment,  is  a  species  of  restraint  under  which  no 
valid  will  can  be  made.     Importunity  or  threats  such  as  the 
testator  has  not  the  courage  to  resist ;  moral  command  asserted 
and  yielded  for  the  sake  of  peac^  and  quiet  or  of  escaping  from 
distress  of  mind  or  social  discomfort ;  these,  if  carried  to  a  degree 
in  which  the  free  play  of  the  testator's  judgment^  discretion,  or 
wishes  is  overborne,  will  constitute  undue  influence,  though  no 
force  is  either  used  or  threatened.    In  a  word,  a  testator  may 
be  led,  not  driven,  and  his  will  must  be  the  offspring  of  his  own 
volition  and  not  that  of  another  "  (t).    In  a  case,  accordingly, 
where  the  plaintiff,  a  Roman  Catholic  priest,  had  resided  with 
the  testatrix  and  her  husband  many  years  as  chaplain,  and  for  a 

(2)  Parfit  V.  Lawlus,  2  Pr.  &  Div.  («)  1  Pr.  &  Div.  482. 

469.  (0  See  KinUMe  v.  Harrison,  2 

(r)  Executors  and  Administrators,  Phillim.  551  ;  Baker  v.  Batt,  2  Moo. 

Book  2,  Ch.  1,  8.  2.  P.  C.  321. 
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part  of  the  time  as  confessor,  and  was  confessor  at  the  time  the      Chap.  Y. 

Sect.  1. 

will  in  dispute  was  made,  but  there  was  no  evidence  that  the — 

plaintiff  had  interfered  in  the  mcJ^ing  of  the  will,  or  that  he 
had  procured  the  gift  of  the  residue  to  himself,  or  that  he  had 
brought  such  gift  about  by  coercion  or  dpminion  exercised  over 
the  testatrix  against  her  will  or  by  impoitunity  not  to  be 
resisted,  it  was  held  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  go  to  the 
jury  on  the«  issue  of  undue  influence  (u).  So,  also,  a  solicitor 
may  take  a  benefit  under  the  will  of  a  client,  although  he  may 
himself  have  prepared  it,  if  no  undue  influence  has  been  exerted 
by  him  over  the  testator  (x).  So,  also,  a  bequest  of  the  bulk  of 
her  property  by  an  old  woman  to  her  medical  attendant  (who  was 
a  stranger  to  her  in  blood,  and  in  whose  house  she  resided)  was 
upheld,  though  many  of  the  acts  of  the  medical  man  with  respect 
to  the  property  deserved  serious  reprobation ;  none  of  them,  how- 
ever, being  so  connected  with  the  will  as  to  justify  the  Court  in 
deciding  that  the  execution  of  the  will  was  procured  by  means 
which  the  law  holds  to  be  fraudulent  (y). 

The  difficulty  of  defining  the  point  at  which  influence  over 
the  mind  of  a  testator  becomes  so  pressing  as  to  be  properly 
described  as  coercion  is  greatly  enhanced  when  the  question  is 
one  between  husband  and  wife  (z). 

The  influence  to  be  undue  within  the  rule  of  law  which  would 
make  it  sufficient  to  vitiate  a  will  may  be  exercised  by  means  of 
fraud.  "  If,"  said  Lord  Cranworth,  in  Boyae  v.  Russborough  (a), 
"a  wife  by  falsehood  iraises  prejudice  in  the  mind  of  her 
husband  against  those  who  would  be  the  natural  objects  of  his 
bounty,  and  by  contrivance  keeps  him  from  intercourse  with 
his  relations  to  the  end  that  these  impressions  which  she  knows 
he  had  thus  formed  to  their  disadvantage  may  never  be  removed, 
such  contrivances  may,  perhaps,  be  equivalent  to  positive  fraud, 
and  may  render  invalid  any  will  executed  under  false  impres- 


(tt)  Parfit  V.  Lawless,  2  Pr.  &  Div.  (y)  Jones  v.  Godrich,  7  Moo.  P.  C. 

472.  16.     See  GrevUU  v.  TyUe,  ib.  320. 

{x)  Paske  v.  OllaU,  2  Phillim.  323 ;  (»)  Boyse  v.  Bussbomighy  6  H.  L. 

Barry  v.  Butlin,  2  Moo.  P.  C.  480  ;  48. 

Walker  v.  Smith,  29  Beav.  304.  (a)  6  H.  L.  49. 
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^^^  ▼.  aions  thus  kept  alive"  (6).  So,  also,  the  revocation  of  a  will 
procured  by  false  and  fraudulent  representations  respecting  the 
character  and  conduct  of  a  legatee,  when  made  for  the  purpose 
of  imposing  on  a  testator  and  inducing  him  to  revoke  the 
bequest  in  favour  of  the  person  calumniated,  is  void  (c). 

Belief  also  will  be  given  in  equity  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  if 
a  testator  be  induced  to  omit  the  insertion  in  his  will  of  a  formal 
provision  for  any  intended  object  of  his  bounty,  upon  the  faith 
of  assurances,  given  by  his  heir  or  other  person  who  would  take 
his  property  in  the  event  of  his  omitting  to  insert  the  particular 
bequest  in  his  will,  that  his,  the  testator's,  wishes  shall  be 
executed  as  punctually  and  as  fully  as  if  the  bequest  were 
formally  made  (d).  An  engagement  of  a  like  nature  may  be 
entered  into  not  only  by  words  but  may  be  inferred  from 
couduct  (e).  The  case  of  course  will  be  much  the  stronger  if 
the  insertion  of  the  provision  be  prevented  by  physical  inter* 
ference  on  the  part  of  the  interested  person  (/)• 

To  invalidate  a  will  on  the  ground  of  fraud  or  undue  influence 
it  must  be  shown  that  they  were  practised  with  reference  to  the 
will  itself,  or  so  contemporaneously  with  the  will  or  connected 
with  it  as  by  almost  necessary  presumption  to  affect  it  (g).  But 
where  it  appears  that  at  or  near  the  time  when  the  will  sought  to 
be  impeached  was  executed,  the  testator  was  in  other  important 
transactions  so  under  the  influence  of  the  person  benefited  by 
the  will  that  as  to  him  he  was  not  a  free  agent,  but  was  acting 
under  undue  control,  the  circumstances  may  be  such  as  fairly  to 
warrant  the  conclusiou,  even  in  the  absence  of  evidence  bearing 
directly  on  the  execution  of  the  will,  that  in  regard  to  that  also 
the  same  undue  influence  was  exercised  (A). 

An  issue  whether  a  will  was  obtained  by  fraud  ought  not  to  be 
submitted  to  a  jury  unless  there  is  reasonable  evidence :  1,  that 

(6)  Comp.  Browniivg  v.  Bwdd^  6  («)  lb.  ;  Paine  v.  HMy   18  Ves. 

Moo.  P.  C.  430.  475. 

(c)  AUen  v.  Mcxfpkefnon^  1  H.  L.  (/)  Dixon  v.  OlmiuSy  1  Gox,  414. 
207  ;  Lord  Longford  v.  Purdon,  1  L.  (g)  Jones  v.  Godrich,  6  Moo.  P.  C, 
B.  I.  82.  40. 

(d)  Russell  V.  Jackson,  10  Ha.  21€  ;  (h)  Boyse  v.  Russhorough,  6  H.  L. 
M*Cormick  v.  Grogan,  4  £.  &  L  App.  51.  See  ParJU  v.  Lawless,  2  Pr.  & 
Ca.  88.  Div.  472. 
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iraud  had  been  practised ;  2,  that  its  influence  continued  so      <J»P-  y« 

that  the  testator  was  labouring  under  it  at  the  time  he  made 

his  will ;  S,  that  he  was  by  tliat  means  induced  to  make  his 
wiU  (i). 

Nor  ought  an  issue  whether  a  will  was  obtained  by  undue . 
influence  to  be  submitted  to  a  jury  unless  there  is  reasonable 
evidence:  1,  that  the  person  charged  had  influence  over  the 
testator ;  2,  that  he  exercised  that  influence  over  the  testator  to 
the  extent  of  coercion  in  relation  to  the  will  jitself ;  3,  that  the 
execution  of  the  impeached  instrument  was  procured  by  the 
exercise  of  such  influence  as  the  caiLaa  cavsana  of  the  act 
itself  (fc). 

It  lies  on  the  person  who  brings  the  charge  to  prove  it  by 
direct  or  circumstantial  evidence.  Circumstantial  evidence  is 
enough,  for  a  jury  is  at  liberty  to  infer  undue  influence,  not  as 
matter  of  surmise,  but  if  the  evidence  leaves  no  other  rational 
hypothesis  on  which  the  conduct  of  the  testator  can  be  accounted 
for  (Z). 

SECTION  IT. — FRAUD   UPON   POWERS. 

A  class  of  frauds  against  which  courts  of  equity  will  relieve.       Sect.  2. 
are  frauds  upon  powers. 

There  is  a  fraud  upon  a  power  if  a  man,  having  a  power  of 
appointment,  corruptly  exercises  the  power  with  a  view  to  his 
own  personal  benefit  and  advantage.  An  appointment  under  a 
power,  accordingly,  will  be  set  aside  in  equity  if  it  appear  that 
the  person  in  whose  favour  the  power  has  been  exercised  has 
agreed  or  stipulated  to  give  the  donee  of  the  power  some  benefit 
or  advantage  in  the  event  of  the  power  being  exercised  in  his 
favour  (m),  or  if  the  circumstances  of  the  case  attending  the 
execution  of  the  power  are  such  as  to  show  conclusively  that 

(♦)  Lord  Longford  v.  Purdon,  1  L.  PcUmer  v.  WTieeler,  2  Ba.  &  Be.  31 ; 

R.  I.  76.  Farmer   v.    Martin^  2    Sim.  611  ; 

(k)  lb.                             ^  Arnold  v.  Hardwick,  7  Sim.  343  ; 

(0  Barry  v.  Butlin,  2  Moo.  P.  C.  Jackson  v.  Jackson,  7  CI.  &  Fin.  977  ; 

491  ;  Lord  Longford  v.  Purdon,  I  L.  Bowley  v.  Rowley,  Kay,  242  ;  Reidv. 

K  I.  80.  Reid,  26  Beav.  478.    See  Askham  v. 

(m)  La/ne  v.   Page,  AmbL   233  ;  Barber,  17  Beav.  44. 
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<^*  J'      the  appointment  was  made  with  a  view  to  some  profit  ultimately 

accming  to  the  donee  of  the  power  (n) ;  as,  for  instance,  where 

a  parent,  having  a  power  of  appointment  among  childi-en, 
exercises  it  in  favour  of  a  son,  a  lunatic,  in  very  bad  health  and 
likely  to  die,  in  which  event  the  parent  would  of  course  become 
entitled  to  the  fund,  as  the  personal  representative  of  the  son  (o). 
So,  also,  and  (or  the  same  reason,  where  a  parent  having  power 
to  raise  portions  for  children,  appointed  a  portion  to  a  child 
in  a  delicate  state  of  health  long  before  it  was  required,  and 
the  child  died  shortly  afterwards,  the  appointment  was  held 
invalid  (p).  So,  also,  an  appointment  by  a  parent  in  favour  of 
a  daughter,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  the  benefit  of  the  fund  so 
appointed,  through  the  exercise  of  undue  parental  influence 
over  her,  would  be  hdd  invalid  (q). 

Under  a  power  to  appoint  to  children  a  fund  actually  set  apart 
or  provided,  shares  may  be  appointed  to  a  child  so  as  to  vest 
long  before  they  are  required.  A  band  fide  appointment  to  a 
child  of  very  tender  age,  and  in  good  health,  of  an  estate  or 
fund  which  has  been  previously  set  apart  or  provided  for  the 
benefit  of  children  is  in  itself  no  sign  of  fraud.  It  is  of  no 
consequence  that  the  child  may  die  shortly  afterwards,  if  it  was 
-in  good  health  at  the  time  the  power  was  exercised  If  the 
power  be  in  other  respects  well  executed,  it  is  immaterial 
that  it  may  have  in  fact  been  exercised  with  the  object  of 
providing  that  in  any  event  the  persons  entitled  in  remainder 
on  failure  of  children  shall  not  take  the  estate  or  fund  (r). 

Where  the  donee  of  a  power  of  raising  portions  for  the 
benefit  of  children  has  under  the  terms  of  the  power  clear 
authority  to  fix  the  times  at  which  portions  shall  vest,  and 
appoints  a  portion  to  vest  immediately,  the  Court  will  not  hold 
the  appointment  invalid  as  a  fraud  upon  the  power,  because  in 
the  events  which  have  happened  the  donee  of  the  power  has 

(n)  Humphrey  v.  Olver,  28  L.  J.  mow,  1  Bro.  C.  C.  395.    See  Henty 

C9i.  406.    See  Cooper  v.   Cooper,  8  v.  JVrey,  21  Ch.  D.  332. 

£q.  312,  5  Ch.    203  ;    Duggan  v.  (q)  Be^  Marsden*s  Trusts,  4  Drew. 

Duggan,  7  L.  R.  I.  155.  001. 

(o)  Wdlesley  v.  Mommgton,  2  K.  (r)  BtUcher  v.   BuUher,  14 '  Sim. 

&  J.  143.  444  ;  Fearon  v.  Desbrisay,  14  Beav. 

{p)  Lord   Hin^inbrooke   v.   Sey-  635.    • 
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obtained  a  benefit  from  its  exercise.    In  a  case,  aocordingly,      ^*p-  J- 

where  a  parent  having  such  a  power  exercised  it  in  favour  of 

three  daughters  of  tender  age,  it  was  held  that  the  mere  fact 
that  the  portions  were  appointed  so  that  upon  the  death  of  the 
children  the  father  took  the  benefit  of  their  shares  as  next  of 
kin  was  not  of  itself  su£Bcient  to  induce  the  Court  to  set  aside 
the  appointment  as  a  fraud  on  the  power  (9).  It  would  be 
otherwise,  however,  if  there  were  evidence  to  show  that  the 
•early  death  of  any  of  the  children  might  have  been  reasonably 
expected  (Q.  • 

"The  results,"  said  Lord  Justice  Lindley,  in  Henty  v. 
Wrey  (u)  "  at  which  I  have  arrived  from  a  careful  examination 
of  all  the  authorities  are  as  follows : — First,  that  powers  to 
appoint  portions  charged  on  land  ought,  if  their  language  is 
doubtful,  to  be  construed  so  as  not  to  authorize  appointments 
vesting  those  portions  in  the  appointees  before  they  want  them, 
that  is,  before  they  attain  twenty-one,  or,  if  daughters,  marry  ; 
secondly,  that  when,  on  the  true  construction  of  the  power  and 
the  appointment,  the  portion  has  not  vested  in  the  lifetime  of 
the  appointee,  the  portion  is  not  raisable,  but  sinks  into  the 
inheritance ;  thirdly,  that  when  the  language  is  clear  and  un- 
ambiguous, effect  must  be  given  to  it ;  fourthly,  that  when, 
upon  the  true  construction  of  both  instruments,  the  portion  has 
vested  in  the  appointee,  the  portion  is  raisable,  even  although 
the  appointee  dies  under  twenty-one,  or,  if  a  daughter,  un- 
married ;  fifthly,  that  appointments  vesting  portions  charged  on 
land  in  children  of  tender  years  who  die  soon  afterwards  are 
looked  at  with  suspicion,  and  very  little  additional  evidence  of 
improper  motive  or  object  will  induce  the  Court  to  set  aside  the 
appointment  or  treat  it  as  invalid,  but  that,  without  some  addi- 
tional evidence,  the  Court  cannot  do  so." 

The  fact  that  the  donee  of  the  power  may  derive  a  benefit 
under  the  appointment  does  not  necessarily  render  the  appoint- 
ment invalid  (x). 

If  the  object  of  the  appointment  be  to  secure  a  benefit  for 

(«)  Henty  v.  TFrey,  21  Ch.  D.  332.  (x)  Beere  v.  HoffmeufUr,  23  Beav. 

0)  lb.  101. 

(tt)  21  Ch.  D.  359. 
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<^p.  y.       all  the  objects  of  the  power,  the  appointment  is  good,  though 

the  appointor  may  to  some  extent  participate  in  such  benefit  (y). 

Thus,  in  a  case  where  it  was  urged  that  certain  appointments 
(made  by  a  tenant  for  life  acting  under  a  power  given  by  a 
marriage  settlement),  the  object  of  which  was  to  effect  build- 
ing leases  were  for  the  benefit  of  the  appointor,  and  therefore, 
not  being  authorized  by  the  settlement,  were  invalid,  the 
Court  considered  that  this  principle  should  give  way  when  the 
benefit  of  the  appointment  extended  to  parties  in  interest. 
«  The  building  leases  had  indeed  benefited  the  tenant  for  life 

but  they  had  also  benefited  the  other  interested  parties  in 
the  improved  value  of  the  property,  which  they  would  lose  if  the 
appointment  were  declared  void.  To  hold  otherwise  would  be  to 
strain  a  rule  intended  to  benefit  the  objects  of  the  power  to  a 
rigid  exactness  which  would  inflict  manifest  injury  to  them  (2;). 

So,  also,  where  a  father,  having  a  power  of  appointment  over 
a  fund  in  favour  of  children,  on  the  marriage  of  a  daughter 
appointed  a  share  to  her  to  be  held  upon  the  trusts  declared 
by  her  marriage  settlement,  and  by  the  settlement  the  fund 
80  appointed  was  limited  for  the  benefit  of  the  husband  and 
wife  during  their  respective  lives  and  then  for  the  benefit  of 
childi*en,  with  an  ultimate  tinist  in  default  of  children  for  the 
father,  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  it  was  held 
that  the  appointment  was  not  in  fraud  of  the  power  (a).  ''  The 
transaction,"  said  Lord  Hatherley  (6),  "  is  a  virtuous  and  proper 
transaction,  in  which  the  father  takes  care  that  the  interests  of 
the  children  shall  be  protected,  and  simply  protects  the  pro- 
perty against  the  marital  right,  which  would  otherwise  transfer 
it  altogether  from  the  source  from  which  it  came,  and  he  puts 
it  back  into  the  channel  in  which  it  was  at  the  time  of  the 
marriage." 

If  a  person  be  the  only  child  who  has  been  kind  to  a  parent 
in  distress,  there  is  no  fraud  if  the  parent  exercises  a  power 
of  appointment  in  his  favour  (o)«  Nor  is  there  fraud  if  a 
parent  exercises  a  power  of  appointment  in  favour  of  two  of 

(y)  Ba  Huish^s  Charity,  10  Eq.  6.  (5)  lb. 

(»)  lb.  (c)  Wheeler  v.  Palmer,  2  Ba.  &  Be. 

(a)  Cooper  v.  Cooper,  5  Ch.  212.  31. 
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his  sons  to  enable  them  to  embark  in  business,  and  then,  at       Chap.  V. 

Sect.  2. 

their   request,  becomes  a  partner  with  them  in  the  business, 

there  being  no  evidence  to  prove  any  bargain  between  them 
in  the  event  of  his  exercising  the  power  in  a  particular  way  (d). 
An  appointment,  however,  to  one  of  several  objects  of  a  power 
in  payment  of  a  debt  due  to  him  from  the  appointor  is  bad  (e). 

Although  an  appointment  by  a  parent  in  favour  of  a  child, 
over  whom  he  exercises  undue  influence,  cannot  be  sup- 
ported (/),  it  is  otherwise  if  the  exercise  of  undue  influence  be 
disproved  (g).  A  child  to  whom  property  has  been  appointed 
by  a  parent  may,  in  such  a  case,  give  the  parent  a  benefit  or 
advantage  in  the  property  so  appointed  (h). 

In  an  arrangement  settling  the  interests  of  all  the  branches 
of  a  family,  children  may  contract  with  each  other  to  give  to  a 
parent,  who  had  power  to  distribute  property  among  them, 
some  advantage  which  the  parent,  without  their  contract  with 
each  other,  could  not  have  (i). 

In  order,  however,  to  constitute  a  fraud  upon  a  power,  it  is 
not  necessary  that  the  object  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  should 
be  the  personal  benefit  or  advantage  of  the  donee  of  the  power. 
If  the  design  of  the  donee  in  exercising  the  power  is  to  confer  a 
benefit,  not  upon  himself  actually,  but  upon  some  other  person 
not  being  an  object  of  the  power,  that  motive  just  as  much 
interferes  with  and  defeats  the  purpose  for  which  the  power 
was  created  as  if  it  had  been  for  the  personal  benefit  of  the 
donee  himself.  If  the  donee  of  a  power  of  appointment  exercises 
the  power  in  favour  of  one  of  several  objects  of  the  power,  with  a 
view  to  the  benefit  of  a  stranger,  the  appointment  is  fraudulent 
and  void,  even  although  the  motive  of  the  donee  is  not  morally 
wrong  (k),  A  man  who  takes  property  absolutely  under  an  ap- 
pointment may  do  with  the  property  so  appointed  as  he  pleases, 


(d)  Cockroft  v.  Sutdiffe,  2  Jur.  N.  (.g)  See  swpraf  p.  157. 

S.  323.  {h)  Davis  v.   Uphill,  1  Sw.  136 ; 

(«)  Reid  V.  Reid,  25   Beav.  478.  Warde  v.  Dickson,  6  Jur.  N.  S.  699. 
See  Beddoes  v.  Pugh,  26  Beav.  411.  (%)  Davis  v.  Uphill,  1  Sw.  136. 

if)  Re  Marsden^s  Tnuts,  4  Drew.  {k)  Re  Marsden's  Trusts,  4  Drew. 

601.     See  Topham  v.  Duke  of  Port-  601. 
and,  1  D.  J.  &  S.  517. 
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Chap.  V.       and  may  eettle  it  on  persons  who  are  not  objects  of  the  power  (Z); 

'— but  there  is  a  fraud  upon  a  power  if  an  appointment  be  made 

upon  a  bargain  for  the  benefit  of  persons  who  are  not  objects 
of  the  power  (m),  TJie  appointment,  accordingly,  of  a  portion 
of  a  fund  to  a  daughter,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  her  hus- 
band's debts,  was  held  void  (n).  So  also,  where  a  married 
woman,  having  a  power  to  appoint  a  fund  of  which  she  received 
the  income  for  her  life,  appointed  the  whole  fund  at  her  death 
absolutely  in  favour  of  her  daughter,  in  order  that  thereout 
the  daughter  should  benefit  the  father,  the  appointment  was 
held  invalid  (o).  The  principle  has  been  held  even  to  apply 
to  a  case  where  an  arrangement  was  entered  into  between  the 
original  donor  and  creator  of  the  power  and  any  of  the  objects 
of  the  power,  to  benefit  persons  other  than  those  within  the 
power  {p).  The  principle  that  the  donee  of  a  power  may  not 
appoint  to  a  person  who  is  not  an  object  of  the  power  applies 
even  although  the  appointee  is  not  privy  to  the  intentions  of 
the  donee  of  the  power.  The  design  to  defeat  the  purpose  for 
which  the  power  was  created  will  stand  just  the  same  whether 
the  appointee  was  aware  of  it  or  not  (g).  Where,  accordingly, 
a  married  woman,  having  a  power  to  appoint  a  fund  of  which 
she  received  the  income  for  her  life  among  her  children,  ap- 
pointed the  whole  fund  at  her  death  in  favour  of  her  daughter 
in  order  that  thereout  the  daughter  should  benefit  her  father, 
relying  on  the  influence  which  the  father  would  have  over  her 
to  carry  out  the  secret  arrangement,  the  appointment  was  held 
invalid,  although  the  daughter  was  not  informed  of  the  mother's 
intention  until  after  her  mother's  death  (r). 

The  fact,  however,  that  under  the  provisions  of  an  appoint- 
ment, whether  such  provisions  appear  on  the  face  of  the  instru- 
ment itself  or  are  to  be  gathered  from  intrinsic  evidence,  some 

(l)  Boutledge  v.  DorriUy  2  Ves.  Jr.  601. 

357.    See  BirUy  v.  BirUy,  25  Beav.  (p)  Lee  v.  Femie,  1  Beav.  483. 

299.  (q)  Re  MandeiCs  Tru^  4  Drew, 

(m)  BirUy  v.  BirUy,  ib. ;  Pryor  v.  601  ;  Topham  v.  Dvke  of  Pcrtlandy  5 

Pryor,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  205.  Ch.  61. 

(n)  Raiiking  v.  Barnes^  12  W.  R.  (r)  Ib.     See  Banking -v.  Barnes,  12 

568.  W.  R.  568. 

(o)  Be  Marsden*8  Trusts,  4  Drew. 
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persons  who  are  not  objects  of  the  power  may  take  interests      ^^?-  V. 

in  the  appointed  fund  either  in  conjunction  with  or  in  succes- '— — 

sion  to  persons  who  aie  objects  of  the  power  is  not  of  itself 
sufficient  to  invalidate  the  appointment  (d)« 

If  there  is  nothing  on  the  face  of  the  transaction  or  in  the 
evidence  to  indicate  that  the  appointment  was  made  with  the 
intention  of  benefiting  the  donee  of  the  power,  or  that  it  was 
other  than  part  of  a  fair  and  reasonable  division  of  the  pro- 
perty of  a  father  among  his  children,  the  appointment  is  not 
invalid,  though  the  effect  may  be  to  confer  a  benefit,  not  only 
upon  the  donee, but  also  upon  others  who  were  not  objects; 
of  the  power  (t). 

Although  children  may  contract  with  each  other  to  give 
to  a  parent,  who  has  power  to  distribute  property  among 
them,  some  advantage  which  the  parent,  without  their  contract 
with  each  other,  would  not  have  (u),  a  transaction  of  the  sort 
cannot  be  upheld  if,  taken  as  a  whole,  it  appears  not  to  be  a 
bond  fide  family  arrangement,  but  to  have  been  entered  into 
in  fraud  of  the  power,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  benefit  to 
a  person  who  was  by  the  donor  excluded  from  being  an  appointee 
or  from  deriving  any  advantage  from  the  exercise  of  the  power  (x). 

There  is  a  fraud  upon  a  power,  not  only  where  it  is  exercised 
in  favour  of  persons  who  are  not  the  proper  objects  of  the  power, 
but  also  where  it  is  exercised  for  purposes  foreign  to  those  for 
which  the  power  was  created  (y).  The  donee  of  the  power 
shall,  at  the  time  of  the  exercise  of  the  power,  and  for  any  pur- 
pose for  which  it  is  used,  act  with  good  faith  and  sincerity,  and 
with  an  entire  and  single  view  to  the  real  purpose  and  object  of 
the  power,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  or  carrying 
into  effect  any  object  which  is  beyond  the  purpose  and  intent 
of  the  power  (z).  It  is,  accordingly,  a  fraud  upon  a  power,  if  a 
man  having  a  power  to  appoint  among  two  sisters  appoints  the 

(s)  Roach  V.  Trood,  3  Cb.  D.  440,  (y)  Topham  v.  DuJce  of  Portland,  1 

per  Baggallay,.J.  D.  J.  &  S.  670. 

(t)  Roach  V.  Troody  3  Ch.  D.  440.  (z)  Duke  of  Portland  v.  Tophamy 

(u)  Davie  v.  UphUl,  1  Sw.  136.  11  H.  L.  64,  per  Lord  Westbury,  5 

(x)  Agaseiz  v.    Sgruire,  18  Beav.  Ch.  60  ;  Duggan  v.  Duggan,  7  L.  R. 

431.  I.  155. 
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Cfhap.  V.       whole  to  one  of  them,  it  being  understood  that  she  was  only  to 

— receive  one  moiety  of  the  fund  to  her  own  use,  and  was  to 

allow  the  other  to  accumulate,  subject  to  some  future  arrange- 
ment (a).  In  determining  whether  there  is  a  fraud  upon  a  power, 
the  Court  looks  to  the  purpose  with  which  the  power  was 
exercised  (6).  In  Scroggs  v.  Scroggs  (c),  the  consent  of  a  trus- 
tee was  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  a  power,  and  the  donee  of 
the  power  procured  the  trustee's  consent  by  a  false  representa- 
tion, to  which  the  appointee  does  not  appear  to  have  been  in 
any  way  a  party ;  yet  the  Court  set  aside  the  appointment  (d). 

Any  attempt  to  exceed  the  limitations  of  a  power  through  the 
medium  of  any  appointment  to  one  of  the  objects  of  it  in  ex- 
clusion of  the  other  is  equally  invalid,  whether  the  purpose  of 
the  donee  be  selfish  or,  as  he  supposes,  a  more  beneficial  mode 
of  effecting  that  which  he  takes  the  donor  of  the  power  to 
have  desired.  The  Court  will  not  allow  him  to  interpret  the 
donor's  intention  in  any  other  sense  than  the  Couii;  itself 
holds  to  be  the  tri:o  construction  of  the  instrument  creating  the 
power,  and  a  literal  execution  of  the  power  with  a  purpose 
which  it  does  not  sanction  is  regarded  as  a  fraud  on  the 
power  (e). 

If  there  be  a  fraudulent  arrangement  between  the  donee  of 
*  a  power  and  the  appointee,  the  bad  purpose  will,  in  general, 
vitiate  the  appointment  in  toto,  and  not  merely  the  part  to 
which  the  fraud  extends  (/).  Appointments  to  children,  ac- 
cordingly, in  part  fraudulent,  have  almost  always  been  avoided 
altogether  (g).  In  cases,  however,  where  the  evidence  enables 
the  Court  to  distinguish  what  is  attributable  to  an  authorised 
from  what  is  attributable  to  an  unauthorised  purpose,  the  bad 
purpose  will  not  affect  the  whole  appointment  (h).     So  when 

(a)  lb.  32.  626. 

(b)  Topham  v.  Duke  of  Portland^  (g)  lb.  ;  Farmer  v.  Martin,  2  Sim. 
I  D.  J.  &  S.  570,  5  Ch.  60.  511 ;  Arnold  v.  Hardiidcke,  7  Sini. 

(c)  Ambl.  272.  343.   See  Rowley  v.  Rowley ,  Kay,  259. 

(d)  Per  Turner,  L.  J.,  1  D.  J.  &  Qi)  Topham  v.  Duke  of  Portland,  1 
S.  570.  D.  J.  &  S.  572,  per  Turner,  L.  J. 

(«)  Topham  V.  Duke  of  Portland^  5      See   Carver  v.   Richardsy   27    Beav. 
Ch.  59.  488  ;  Ranking  v.  Barnes,  12  W.  R. 

(/)  Daubeny  v.  Cockbumy  1  Mer.      565. 
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there   is   a  sum  of  moDey  to   be  appointed   among  children,       Ch&p.  V. 


although  an  appointment  to  one  child  may  be  void  on  account 
of  a  corrupt  agreement,  an  appointment  to  another  child, 
although  by  a  contemporaneous  deed,  if  it  can  be  severed  from 
the  previous  appointment  so  as  not  to  form  part  of  the  same 
transaction,  will  be  valid  (i). 

Although  ifx  the  case  of  appointments  to  children,  a  fraudu- 
lent arrangment  between  the  donee  of  the  power  and  the 
appointee  will,  in  general,  vitiate  the  whole  appointment,  a 
different  doctrine  has  been  maintained  in  the  case  of  appoint* 
ments  by  way  of  jointure.  The  appointment  will,  in  such  cases, 
be  only  vitiated  to  the  extent  to  which  it  is  affected  by  the 
fraud  (k). 

The  legitimate  purpose  of  a  power  of  sale  in  a  mortgage  being 
to  secure  the  repayment  of  the  money  advanced  in  the  mort- 
gage, if  the  mortgagee  uses  the  power  for  another  purpose, 
either  from  an  ill  motive  to  effect  other  purposes  or  to  serve  the 
purposes  of  individuals,  the  Court  considers  that  to  be  a  fraud 
in  the  exercise  of  the  power,  because  it  is  using  the  power  for 
purposes  foreign  to  that  for  which  the  power  was  intended  (I), 
But  if  he  exercises  the  power  of  sale  for  the  purpose  of  realising 
his  debt  and  without  collusion  with  the  purchaser,  the  Court 
will  not  interfere,  even  though  the  sale  be  disadvantageous, 
unless  the  price  be  so  low  as  to  be  evidence  of  fraud  (m). 

It  was  formerly  held  that  illusory  appointments  under  a  power  illusory  appoint- 
were  void  in  equity,  e,  g.,  appointments  of  a  nominal  instead  of  ^^^ 

a  substantial  share  to  one  of  the  members  of  a  class  where 

« 

power  was  given  to  appoint  among  them  all.  An  appointment 
of  this  kind  was  always  valid  at  law,  and  it  would  perhaps  be  diflS- 
cult  to  reconcile  with  principle  its  avoidance  in  equity.  The 
doctrine  has  been  abolished  by  statute  (u). 

(i)  Itawley  v.  Rowley,  Kay,  242.  (I)  Robertson  v.  Norris,  1  GifF.  421. 

See  Harrison  v.  RandaU,  9  Ha.  397.  (m)  Warner  v.  Jacob,  20  Ch.  D. 

{k)  Lane    v.    PoAje,    Amb.    233 ;  220. 

Aleyn  v.  Belcher,  1  Eden.  138,  Sug.  (n)  11  Geo.  4  &  1  Wm.  4,  c.  46  ; 

Pow.   610.     See  Rowley  v.  Rowley,  Re  Capon's  Trust,  10  Ch.  D.  484, 
Kay,  259. 
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<J»Py-        SECTION    III. — FRAUD     IN     THE     PREVENTION     BY     UNDUE 

Sect  3. 

MEANS   OF    ACTS    TO    BE  DONE    FOR    THE    BENEFIT    OP 

THIRD   PARTIES. 

There  is  fraud  against  which  a  Court  of  Equity  will  relieve, 
if  a  man  be  prevented  by  undue  means  from  doing  an  act  for 
the  benefit  of  third  parties.     If  a  man  be  prevented  by  duress, 
undue   influence^  or  other  undue   means,  from  executing  an 
instrument,  the  Court  will  treat  it  as  if  it  had  been  executed  (o). 
When,  for  instance,  a  tenant  in  tail,  meaning  to  suffer  a  recovery, 
was  prevented  on  his  deathbed  from  suffering  it,  by  the  fraud 
of  the  person  whose  wife  was  entitled  in  remainder,  it  was  held 
that  the  estate  ought  to  be  held  as  if  the  recovery  bad  been  per- 
fected, though  even  in  favour  of  a  volunteer,  and  against  one 
not  a  party  to  the  fraud  (p).    So  also  when  a  person  interested 
in  the  non-execution  of  a  power  has  the  deed  creating  the  power 
in  his  custody,  and  the  donee  of  the  power,  wishing  to  execute 
it,  sends  for  the  deed,  which  the  party  refuses  to  deliver,  and 
thereupon  the  donee  does  an  act  with  an  intent  to  execute  the 
power,  equity  will  uphold  the  execution,  although  defective  by 
reason  of  the  fraud  in  the  person  who  was  to  have  the  benefit 
of  the  original  settlement  (g).     But  the  mere  refusal  or  neglect 
of  an  attorney  with  whom  a  deed  containing  a  power  has  been 
deposited  to  deliver  it  up  to  the  donee  of  the  power,  in  the 
absence  of  fraud,  is  no  ground  for  relief  against  informality  (r). 
Equity  would  extend  the  relief  to  a  case  where  a  wife,  having  a 
power  of  revocation  over  an  estate  vested  in  her  husband,  is 
desirous  to  exercise  it,  but  the  husband  hinders  anybody  from 
coming  to  her,  or  prevents  the  execution,   or   obstructs  the 
engrossing  of  the  deed  of  revocation  (s), 

(o)  Middletan  v.  Middleton,  IJ.  &  Ray^  Kay,  385. 

W.  96.  (r)  Buckell  v.  BlenJcKom,  5  Ha.  131. 

(p)  LtUtrell    V.    Olmius,  cit.    11  (»)  Piggott  v.  Penrice,  Com.  250, 

Ves.  638,  14  Vea.  290,  IJ,  &  W.  96.  Prec.  Ch.  471  ;  Vane  v.  FUteher,  1 

(q)  See  3  Ch.   Ca.  67,  83,  84,  89,  P.   Wms.  354  ;  Segrave  v.  Kincan, 

93,  108,  122  ;  IFard  v.  Booth,  cit.  3  Beatt.  157  ;  Bidkley  v.  Wilford,  2  CL 

Ch.  Ca.  69.     See  Fort.  383  ;  BxicMl  &  Fin.  102  ;  Naniuy  v.  lVilliam»,  22 

V.  Bkiikhonif  5  Ha.  131  ;  IFest  v.  Beav.  452. 
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The  principle  applies  to  cases  where  a  man  has  been  induced 
by  false  promises  to  abstain  from  doing  an  act  for  the  benefit  of 
third  parties.  If,  for  example,  a  testator  be  induced  to  omit 
the  insertion  in  his  will  of  a  formal  provision  for  any  intended 
object  of  his  bounty  upon  the  faith  of  assurances  given  by  his 
heir  or  other  person,  who  would  take  his  property  in  the  event 
of  his  omitting  to  inseit  the  particular  bequest  in  his  will,  that 
his,  the  testators,  wishes  shall  be  executed  as  punctually  and 
fully  as  if  the  bequest  were  formally  made,  this  promise  and 
undertaking  will  raise  a  trust,  which,  though  not  available  at  law, 
will  be  enforced  in  equity  on  the  ground  of  fraud  (t).  So,  also, 
if  a  father  devises  an  estate  to  one  son  who  engages  if  the 
estate  is  devised  to  him  to  give  a  certain  amount  of  money  to 
another  son,  the  promise  will  be  enforced  in  equity  (u).  An 
engagement  to  the  same  eiSect  may  be  entered  into,  not  only  by 
words,  but  by  silent  assent,  or  may  be  inferred  from  conduct  so  as 
equally  to  raise  a  trust  (x). 


Chap.  V. 
Sect  3. 


SECTION  IV. — FRAUDULENT  SUPPRESSION  OR  DESTRUCTION 
OF  DEEDS  AND  OTHER  INSTRUMENTS  IN  VIOLATION 
OF  OR   INJURY  TO   THE   RIGHTS   OF   OTHERS. 


If  an  heir  should  suppress  deeds,  wills,  &c.,  in  order  to  prevent 
another  party,  as  grantee  or  devisee,  from  obtaining  the  estate 
vested  in  him  thereby,  Courts  of  Equity,  upon  due  proof  by  other 
evidence,  would  grant  relief  and  perpetuate  the  possession  and 
enjoyment  of  the  estate  in  such  grantee  or  devisee  (y).    If  the 


Sect.  4. 


(0  DuiUm  V.  Pool,  1  Vent.  318  ; 
Tkynn  v.  Thynn,  1  Vem,  296  ;  Set- 
lack  V.  Harris,  5  Vin.  Ab.  521  ; 
Devenish  v.  Baines,  Prec.  Ch.  3 ; 
Oldham  V.  Litchfield,  2  Vem.  506,  2 
Freem.  Cb.  284 ;  ChaTrvberlaine  v. 
Chawherlaine,  2  Freem.  Cb.  34; 
Beech  V.  Kennigate,  Amb.  67 ;  Barrow 
V.  Grreenov^hf  3  Ves.  153  ;  Mestaer  v. 
Gille&pie,  11  Ves.  638  ;  Chamberlaine 
V.  Agar,  2  V.  &  B.  262  ;  Podmore  v. 
Gunning,   7  Sim.    660 ;    Rjissell  v. 


Jackson,  10  Ha.  213  ;  M'Commk  t. 
Qrogan,  4  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  88. 

(m)  Stickland  v.  Aldridge,  9  Ves. 
519  ;  M'Cormick  v.  Qrogan,  4  E.  & 
I.  App.  Ca.  88. 

{x)  Byrne  v.  Godfrey,  4  Vee.  10; 
Paine  v.  Hall,  18  Ves.  475  ;  NPCw- 
mick  v.  Qrogan,  4  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca. 
88. 

(y)  Hunt  V.  MattheivSy  1  VerBL 
408  ;  Wardoy^r  v.  Berisford,  ib.  462, 
cit.  2  P.  Wm.  748,  749  ;  Daleto^i  v. 
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Chap.  v.      contents  of  a  suppressed  or  destroyed  instrument  are  proved, 

the  party  will  receive  the  same  benefit  as  if  the  instrument  were 

produced  (z). 

No  valid  instrument  which  effectually  conveys  property  can 
lose  its  effect  merely  by  reason  of  its  fraudulent  cancellation  or 
destruction  (a). 

Where  there  has  been  a  spoliation  or  suppression  of  instru- 
ments, which  might  have  thrown  light  upon  a  suit,  everything 
will  be  presumed  against  the  party  by  whose  agent  such  spolia- 
tion and  suppression  have  been  practised,  and  every  presump- 
tion will  be  made  in  favour  of  the  primd  facie  rights  of  the 
other  party  (6). 

Frimd  facie  the  cancellation  of  a  deed  is  evidence  of  its 
discharge,  but  in  a  Court  of  Equity  it  is  open  to  the  party 
claiming  under  the  deed,  to  show  that  it  was  cancelled  by  fraud, 
mistake,  or  accident.  Where  the  deed  has  always  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  party  beneficially  interested  under  it,  should  it 
appear  to  have  been  cancelled,  the  proof  that  this  was  done  by 
fraud  would  rest  with  that  party ;  but  where  the  deed  has  con- 
stantly remained  in  the  power  of  the  maker  thereof,  or  has  been 
deposited  by  him  with  a  person  of  his  own  selection,  circum- 
stances may  throw  upon  the  maker  of  the  deed  the  onus  of 
showing,  not  only  that  such  deed  is  cancelled,  but  that  the 
obligation  it  imposed  has  been  duly  discharged  and  satis- 
fied (c). 


SECTION   V. —  FRAUD   IN   THE   PROCUREMENT   OF   THE 

EXECUTION   OF   A   DEED. 

Sect  5,  No  man  will  be  permitted  to  take  advantage  of  a  deed  which 

he  has  fraudulently  induced  another  to  execute  that  the  foimer 

1  CoatswoHh,  P.  Wms.  731  ;  Finch  Eq.  277. 

v.  Neunhanij  2  Vein.  216  ;  Bamesley  (b)  Bowles  v.  Stnart,  1  Sch.  &  Lef. 

V.   Powell,   1    Ves.    289  ;    Tucker  v.  222  ;  Eyton  v.  Eyton,  1  Bro.  P.  C. 

Pkipps,  3  Atk.  360.     See  Hornby  v.  153  ;    Hampden    v.    Hampden^    ib. 

Malcluim,  16  Sim.  325.  252  ;  Sepalino  v.  Txcitiy,^\A.  Ca.  Cli. 

(2)  Saltern  v.  Melhuisfiy  Amb.  247  ;  76. 

Cowper  V.  Vowper,  2  P.  >Vms.  719.  (c)  Sluysken  v.  Hunter,  1  Mer.  45. 

(a)  Donaldson  v.  Gilloli,  L.  R.  3 
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may  commit  an  offence  against  morality,  to  the  injury  or  loss  of      Chap.  V. 

_  Sect   fi 

the  party  by  -whom  the  deed  is  executed  (d).    Thus,  where  a '— 

married  woman  obtains  a  separation  deed  from  her  husband, 
with  pecuniary  allowance,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  her  the 
more  effectually  to  carry  on  an  adulterous  intercourse  with 
another,  the  Court  will,  on  the  petition  of  the  husband,  order 
that  the  deed  be  delivered  up  to  be  cancelled  (e),  and  proof  of 
subsequent  adultery  with  a  person  with  whom  the  wife  had 
sexual  intercourse  before  marriage,  and  had  continued  on  terms 
of  improper  intimacy  afterwards,  seems  to  be  sufficient  evidence 
that  such  a  deed  was  obtained  for  the  fraudulent  purpose  of  pro- 
moting the  adultery  (/).  But  such  a  deed  will  not  be  set  aside 
for  adultery  previously  committed  ;  nor  will  a  marriage  settle- 
ment be  annulled  on  the  ground  that  the  wife  has  concealed 
from  her  husband  the  fact  of  previous  incontinence,  though  he 
alleges  that  he  would  not  have  married  her  had  he  known  it. 
The  case  may,  however,  be  different  where  there  is  proof  that 
an  unchaste  woman  conspired  with  others,  by  fraudulent  mis- 
representations, to  pass  herself  off  as  a  virgin,  and  so  get 
married  {g). 


SECTION    VI. — FRAUD     IN     SETTING    UP     AN    INSTRUMENT 
OBTAINED   FOR   ONE   PURPOSE   FOR    ANOTHER   PURPOSE. 

Where  a  man  obtains  an  instrument  or  conveyance  from  Sect  6. 
another  in  order  to  answer  one  particular  purpose,  but  after- 
wards makes  use  of  it  for  another,  a  Court  of  Equity  will  relieve 
under  the  head  of  fraud.  It  is  immaterial  that  the  conveyance 
may  be  perfected  by  act  of  record  (A).  Where,  accordingly,  a 
father,  who  was  tenant  for  life  of  real  estate,  fearing  that  the 
husband  of  his  daughter,  who  was  tenant  in  tail  of  the  property, 
would  waste  the  property,  induced  him  and  the  daughter  to  join 
in  a  recovery  with  a  view  to  protecting  the  property  from  his 
creditors,  and  the  property  was  conveyed  to  the  father  for  a  mere 

(d)  Evans  v.  Carrington,2  D.  F.  &        •  (/)  lb. 
J.  481.  (g)  lb. 

(«)  lb.  Qi)  Young  v.  Peaohey,  2  Atk.  266. 
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Chap.  V.       Dominal  sum,  the  recovery  was  set  aside  at  the  suit  of  the  as- 
^ —  signees  in  insolvency  of  his  son-in-law  (i). 


SECTION   VII. — FRAUD   IN  ASSIGNMENTS,   BY 

ASSIGNEES,   ETC. 

Sect.  7. '  An  assignment  by  the  &ssignee  of  a  lease  or  term  is  not  a 

*  fraudulent  assignment.  If  a  man  assign  nominally  only,  retain- 
ing the  beneficial  enjoyment,  it  is  fraudulent,  because  while  he 
assumes  to  do  one  thing  he  really  does  aiiother.  He  retains  the 
benefit,  and  by  a  false  act  endeavours  to  get  rid  of  the  burthen. 
But  if  he  assigns  really,  getting  rid  of  the  burthen  and  giving 
up  really  the  benefit  also  (if  any)  to  his  assignee,  it  is  not  a 
fraudulent  act.  His  motive  for  parting  with  it  or  the  other's 
motive  for  receiving  it  ai'e  not  enough  to  make  it  fraudulent,  if 
the  act  done  be  a  real  act,  intended  really  to  operate  as  it 
appears  to  do.  The  assignment  even  to  a  beggar  is  not  fraudu- 
lent, although  made  in  order  to  avoid  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  chargeable  on  the  property  under  the  original  agreement. 
The  motive  which  induces  the  assignee  to  assign  over  has  no 
bearing  upon  the  question  whether  the  assignment  is  fraudulent 
or  not,  provided  the  assignment  is  real  and  intended  to  operate, 
as  it  appears  to  operate  {k). 

Where  the  assignee  of  a  lease,  subject  to  a  mortgage,  induced 
the  lessor,  a  friend  and  client,  to  take  advantage  of  a  forfeiture, 
which  was  committed  by  the  lessee  expressly  for  that  purpose, 
and,  after  the  forfeiture  was  complete,  induced  the  lessor  to 
grant  him  a  new  lease  of  the  property  on  the  same  terms, 
the  Court  declared  that  the  new  lease  was  subject  to  the  mort- 
gage (l). 

(%)  lb.    See   Wilkinson  v.  Bray-  (k)  Tayhyr  v.  Shum,  1  B.  &  P.  21  ; 

field,    2    Vem.  307  ;    Goodricke   v.  Onslow  v.  Corrie,  2  Madd.  340 ;  Fogg 

Brovmy  2  Freem.  180,  1  Ch.  Ca.  49  ;  V.  Dobis,  3  Y.  &  C.  103. 

Evans  Y,  Bicknellf  6  Yea.  191;  Pickett  (I)  Hughes  v.  Howard,  25  Beav. 

V.  Loggcmy  14  Ves.  234.  575. 
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SECTION   Vni. — FRAUD   BY  AND   UPON   COMPANIES- 

Fraud  which  consists  in  misrepresentation  or  concealment  on      cn^ap.  y. 
the  part  of  companies  has  been  already  considered ;  but  there        ^^-  ^' 
are  other  acts  on  the  part  of  companies  which  are  fraudulent  in 
the  contemplation  of  a  Court  of  Equity. 

The  creditor  of  a  company  who  has  recovered  judgment 
against  the  company  may,  unless  in  the  case  of  companies 
within  the  Companies  Act,  1862  (m),  proceed  to  execution  at 
his  pleasure  against  any  particular  shareholder  (n) ;  but  if  a 
company  enter  into  an  agreement  with  one  of  its  creditors  that 
he  shall  recover  judgment  against  the  company,  and  take  out 
execution  against  a  particular  shareholder,  there  is  fraud,  against 
which  relief  may  be  had  in  equity  (o).  The  rule  that  a  partner 
cannot  buy  in  a  debt  and  enforce  it  against  his  copartners 
applies  equally  as  between  shareholders  in  joint  stock  com- 
panies ( p). 

A  shareholder  in  a  company  acting  bond  fide  may  sell  bis 
shares  to  another  person  or  give  him  money  to  take  the  shares, 
if  the  transaction  be  open  and  not  merely  colourable ;  but  if  a 
shareholder  gets  rid  of  his  shares  by  assigning  them  to  a  pauper 
or  person  of  no  substance,  or  to  a  person  over  whom  he  has 
entire  control,  in  order  to  avoid  paying  his  share  of  the  debts  of 
the  company,  and  to  throw  them  upon  the  other  shareholders, 
the  transaction  is  fraudulent  {q),  and  the  name  of  the  transferee 
will  be  struck  ofiF  the  list  of  shareholders,  and  that  of  the  share- 
holder replaced  on  the  register  (r). 

A  shareholder  of  a  company  entitled  to  transfer  his  shares 
with  the  approval  of  the  directors  is  bound  to  procure  a  trans- 
feree, whom  he  knows  to  be  a  person  fitted  by  position  and 

(m)  25  &  26  Vict,  c  89,  83.  86,  L.  297. 

201.  {p)    Woodhams    v.     Anglo-Atu- 

(n)  Grem  v.  Nixm^  23  Beav.  530 ;  tralia,  d:c,,  Co.,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  162. 

Beck  V.  Dean,  3  Jur.  N.  S.  14.  {q)  Slater's  Case,  35   Beav.  393  ; 

(o)  Taylor  v.  Hughes,  2  J.  &  L.  ChynomWsOase,  15  Ch.  D.  20.     See 

24 ;  Femikough  v.  Leader,  15  L.  J.  Stannaries  Act,  32  &  33  Vict  c.  19, 

Ch.  458,  4  Ra.  Ca.   373 ;  Horn  v.  bs.  25,  35. 

Kilkenny,  dhc,  Railvxiy  Co.,  1  K.  &  (r)  Kintrea^s    Case,    5    Ch.     95 ; 

J.  399  ;  BargaU  v.  Shortridye,  5  H.  Payne's  Case,  9  Eq.  223. 
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Chap.  V.  solvency  to  become  a  co-partner  with  the  other  shareholders. 
'— —  If  he  should  propose  for  the  approval  of  the  directors  a  trans- 
feree whom  he  or  his  agent  in  the  transaction  knew  or  could 
have  known  to  be  an  unfit  person  to  become  a  shareholder,  the 
approval  of  the  transferee  may  be  no  bar  to  keeping  the  trans- 
feror on  the  list  of  contributories  (a). 

The  power  given  to  directors  of  a  company  to  approve  or  dis- 
approve of  a  proposed  transferee  of  shares  is  given  to  them  for 
the  benefit  of  the  shareholders,  whose  interest  it  is  that  all 
members  of  the  company  should  be  capable  of  meeting  liability 
on  their  shares.  Every  shareholder  of  a  company  proposing  a  * 
transferee  of  his  shares  is  bound  to  give  such  information  re- 
specting him  as  will  enable  the  directors  to  arrive  at  a  correct 
decision,  and  if  by  misrepresentation  or  concealment  they  are 
induced  to  approve  of  an  unfit  person  as  transferee,  the  transfer 
will  be  set  aside  (t),  and  the  name  of  the  transferor  will  be 
replaced  on  the  register  instead  of  the  transferee.  The  fact 
that  the  directors  may  have  approved  of  the  transfer  under 
threat  of  legal  proceedings  in  case  of  refusal,  and  that  they  had 
acquiesced  in  the  transfer  for  seven  months  after  becoming 
aware  of  the  truth,  is  not  sufficient  to  protect  the  transfer  (u). 

In  a  case  in  which  it  was  shown  that  the  directors  of  a  com- 
pany had  postponed  making  a  call  in  order  to  enable  one  of 
their  number  to  transfer  his  shares  to  a  person  of  no  substance, 
and  to  get  the  transfer  registered,  it  was  held  that  the  transfer 
was  of  no  avail  {v). 

When  there  is  a  transfer  of  shares,  the  transferor  will  be  held 
a  contributory,  if  the  evidence  shows,  not  only  that  the  transfer 
was  made  to  get  rid  of  liability,  but  that  it  was  not  a  real  trans- 
action, and  was  not  intended  to  divest  the  interest  of  the  trans- 
feror, and  to  render  the  transferee  the  bond  fide  owner  of  the 
shares,  but  that  the  transferee  held  them  subject  to  the  order 
of  the  transferor.     The  Court  has  held  that  a  transaction  of  this 

(«)  Be  European  Assurance  Arhi-  Case,  17  SoL  J.  648  ;  WilliartCs  Case, 

tration,  MurgatroyiTs  Case,  18  Sol.  J.  18  SoL  J.  84 ;  Mtishet's  Case,  18  Sol. 

28.  J.  202. 

(t)  Re  European  Assurance  Society  (u)  lb. 

Arbitration,     Simpson's     Executors'  (d)  Gilbert's  Case,  5  Ch.  559. 
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kind,  which  is  a  sham,  a  fraud,  produces  no  effect  whatsoever.      Chap.  V. 

and  it  restores  the  transferor  who  has  resoi-ted  to  such  a  device, — — 

to  the  position  in  which  he  was  before  the  device  was  resorted 
to.  But  if  shares  are  purchased  in  the  open  market  and  tmns- 
ferred  by  the  direction  of  the  purchaser  to  a  nominee  of  no 
substance  for  the  purpose  of  escaping  liability,  the  name  of  the 
purchaser  cannot,  when  the  company  is  wound  up,  be  placed  on 
the  list  of  contributories  (x). 

If  the  directors  of  a  company  enter  into  an  arrangement  with 
a  shareholder,  that  on  payment  of  a  certain  sum  of  money  his 
shares  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  arrangement  is  not  within  the 
power  of  the  directors,  it  is  a  fraud  upon  the  other  shareholders, 
inasmuch  as  it  deprives  them  of  one  of  those  for  whose  just 
liability  with  themselves  they  had  originally  stipulated,  and  in 
the  event  of  a  winding  up,  his  name  will  be  replaced  on  the  list 
of  contributories  (y). 

Where,  under  a  power  in  the  articles  of  association  to  receive 
payment  of  calls  in  advance,  the  directors  of  a  company  paid 
into  the  bank  the  amount  remaining  uncalled  on  their  shares, 
and  on  the  same  day  appropriated  the  money  in  payment  of 
their  fees,  for  which  there  were  at  the  time,  as  they  knew,  no 
available  assets ;  it  was  held  that  the  effect  of  the  transaction 
was  that  there  had  been  no  bond  fide  payment  in  anticipation 
of  calls,  and  that  the  directors,  who  were  bound  to  exercise  the 
powers  given  to  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  company  generally, 
and  not  with  a  view  to  their  own  private  interest,  were  not 
relieved  from  li^tbility  upon  their  shares  (z). 

The  Court  has  summaiy  jurisdiction  under  ss.  101,  165  of 
the  Companies  Act,  1862,  to  ovdet  a  contributory  or  director  to 
repay  a  dividend  declared  and  paid  under  a  delusive  or  fraudu- 
lent balance  sheet.  But  the  balance  sheet  of  a  company  en- 
gaged in  a  hazardous  trade  will  not  be  considered  delusive  and 
fraudulent  merely  because  an  estimated  value  was  put  upon 
assets  of  the  company,  which  were  then  in  jeopardy,  and  were 

(x)  King's  CVwe,  6  Oh.   196  ;   Re  Spackman  v.  EvanSy  3  E.  &  I.  App. 

Humher  Iran  IVorhs,  <Sbc.y  Co,f  45  L.  Ca.  171. 
J.  Ch.  48.  («)  Syke's  Case,  13  Eq.  255. 

(y)  Stanhope's   Case,   1   Ch.   169  ; 
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^^|j^-  J«       subsequently  lost,  or  because  the  company  was  obliged  to  boiTow 

—  money,  to  pay  the  dividend,  provided  the  facts  fairly  appeared 

on  the  balance  sheet,  and  the  balance  fairly  represented 
profits  (a).  The  Court  has  summary  power  in  a  voluntary 
winding-up  on  the  application  of  the  liquidator  to  make  an 
order  under  ss.  138  and  165  of  the  Companies  Act,  1862,  calling 
on  a  director  to  repay  a  dividend  of  bonus  declared  and  paid  to 
him  under  a  delusive  balance  sheet  (b). 

Where  shares  in  a  joint  stock  company  have  been  issued 
firaudulently,  a  bond  fide  purchaser  of  these  shares  in  the 
market  before  any  bill  has  been  filed  to  impeach  the  trans- 
action is  entitled,  on  the  winding-up  of  the  company,  notwith- 
standing the  fraud,  and  notwithstanding  that  he  bought  the 
shares  at  a  very  great  discount,  to  prove  on  equal  terms  with 
the  other  shareholders  of  the  company  who  bought  their  shares 
at  par ;  but  this  privilege  does  not  extend  to  any  person  who 
purchased  his  shares  after  the  filing  of  the  bill,  unless  his 
vendor  was  a  bond  fixie  holder  of  the  shares  before  bill  filed, 
and  the  onus  of  proof  that  such  was  the  case  is  upon  him  (c). 


Beet  9.  SECTION   IX. — FRAUD   UPON   THE   MORTMAIN   LAWS. 


The  Court  will  relieve  against  a  fraud  on  the  Mortmain  laws. 
The  statute  9  Geo.  XL  a  36,  cannot  be  evaded  by  a  secret  trust, 
and  the  heir  may  compel  the  devisee  to  disclose  any  promise 

m 

which  he  may  have  made  to  the  testator  to  devote  the  land  to 
charity  (d) ;  and  such  promise,  if  denied  by  the  devisee,  may  be 
proved  by  evidence  aliunde  (e).  The  trust,  by  whatever  means 
established,  invalidates  the  devise.  This  doctrine  evidently 
assumes  that  the  trust,  if  legal,  would  have  been  binding  on  the 
conscience  of,  and  might  have  been  enforced  against,  the 
devisee ;  and  this  ground  failing,  the  rule  does  not  apply :  as 
where  a  testator,  after  devising  lands  by  a  will  duly  attested, 

(a)  Stringer's  Case,  4  Ch.  476.  MucklesUm  v.  Browriy  6  Vea.    62  ; 

(6)  Banc^s  Case,  6  Ch.  104  Stickland  v.  Aldridge,  9  Ves.  516 ; 

(c)  Bamowd  v.  Ba^shaw,  1  H.  &  M.      Paine  v.  RvUy  18  Yes.  475. 

69,  («)  Edwards  v.  Pike,  1  Ed.  267,  1 

(d)  Boson  V.  Stathaniy  1  Ed.  508  ;      Cox,  17. 
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ft 

declares  a  trust  in  favour  of  a  charity  by  an  unattested  paper  or      Chap.  V. 

by  parol,  the  Statute  law,  which  affords  to  the  devisee  a  valid '- — 

defence  against  any  claim  on  the  part  of  the  charity,  of  course 
equally  defends  him  against  the  claim  of  the  heir,  founded  on 
the  charitable  trust  (/).  The  case  would  be  different,  however, 
if  the  devisee  had  prevailed  on  the  testator  to  give  him  the 
estate  absolutely  under  an  assurance  that  the  unattested  paper 
was  a  sufficient  declaration  of  trust  for  the  charity  (g),  or  under 
a  promise  that  if  the  estate  were  devised  to  him  he  would  per- 
form the  trust  (K). 


SECTION  X. — FRAUDS   ON  THE   LAW   OP  FORFEITURE. 
A  Court  of  Equity  will  relieve  against  frauds  on  the  law  of      Sect  10. 


forfeiture. 

The  Crown  coming  in  on  the  foot  of  an  attainder  has  all  the 
rights  of  the  party  forfeiting,  and  has  the  same  equity  to  be 
relieved  against  conveyances  on  the  ground  of  fraud  as  he  would 
have.  The  Crown,  on  a  forfeiture,  takes  the  estate  subject  to 
all  charges  and  incumbrances  which  would  have  bound  the 
party  forfeiting,  and  is  bound,  too,  thereby,  where  there  is  no 
fraud,  in  respect  of  the  Crown.  If,  however,  the  attainted 
party  has  voluntarily  and  designedly  made  a  grant  or  convey- 
ance to  encumber  his  estate,  with  a  view  to  high  treason,  the 
Crown,  and  those  taking  from  it,  would  have  a  right  to  dispute 
that  demand  and  be  delivered  therefrom  as  fraudulent  ({). 

If  a  man  gives  an  estate  to  A.  and  his  heirs,  but  in  case  he 
commits  high  treason,  over  to  another,  this  is  a  void  limitation, 
because  it  is  an  evasion  of  the  laws  of  forfeiture  (k).  So  also  a 
man  may  substitute  another  legatee  or  executor,  if  the  first 

(/)  Adlington  v.   Cann,  3    Atk.  (h)  RttsseUy.  Jack$on,  10  B.A.  204; 

141,  cit.  9  Ves.  519 ;  Wallgrave  v.  Jones  v.  Badley,  3  CL   364.     See 

TMSf  2  K.  &  J.  313;  Ltymax  v.  JarmanonWill8,voLi.,  pp.  233,234. 

Ripley,  3  Sm.  &  G.  48  ;   JoTies  v,  (i)  Duke  of  Bedford  y,  Coke,2YQs. 

BadUy,  3  Ch.  364.  115. 

(g)  See  Adlington  v.  Cann,  3  Atk.  (k)  Caaie  v.  Carte,  3  Atk.    180  ; 

152.  Amb.  32. 
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Chap.  V. 
Sect.  12. 


prevent  the  offending  husband  from  deriving  any  interest  or 
pecuniary  benefit  from  the  marriage  jure  7nariti{p).  The 
Act  applies  to  the  case  of  a  woman  manying  an  infant  by 
means  of  a  false  affidavit  that  he  is  of  full  age  (g). 

In  Attomey-OeTieral  v.  Read(r),  Bacon,  V.-C,  following  with 
great  reluctance  the  order  made  in  Attomey-Oemeral  v.  Lucas ^ 
did  not  exclude  the  oflFending  husband  from  the  general  power 
of  appointment  to  the  wife  in  default  of  children  (s). 

The  Attorney-General  must  appear  separately  from  the 
relator  in  such  cases  (t). 

To  sustain  the  information,  it  is  not  necessary  to  show  that 
the  infant  with  whom  the  marriage  was  procured,  was  entitled 
at  the  time  thereof  to  any  property  either  in  possession,  re- 
version, remainder  or  expectancy  (u).  The  offending  husband 
will  not  be  allowed  his  costs  out  of  the  fund  (x). 


Sect.  18. 


SECTION   XIII. — FRAUD  UPON  RESTRAINING  STATUTES,  ETC. 

In  addition  to  those  already  enumerated,  there  are  other 
frauds  upon  Statutes  or  Acts  of  Parliament,  against  which 
relief  may  be  had  in  equity :  such  as,  fraud  upon  the  Restrain- 
ing Statutes  (y) ;  fraud  upon  the  Registry  Acts  (z) ;  fraud  upon 
a  private  Act  of  Parliament  (a) ;  fraud  on  the  Revenue  laws  (6); 
and  fraud  upon  the  Patent  law  (c). 


(p)  AtU-Gm,  V.  LtLcaSy  2  Ph.  753. 

(g)  AtU-Gen.  v.  Seveme,  1  Coll. 
313. 

(r)  12  Eq.  38. 

(«)  See  AtU'Gen,  v.  Clements,  ib. 
32.  See  as  to  fonn  of  order,  AtL- 
Gen.  V.  Akers,  Set.  on  Dec  768. 

{t)  Att'Gen.  v.  Read,  12  Eq.  41. 

(tt)  AtL-Gen.  v.  Seveme,  1  ColL 
313. 

(x)  AU,-Gen,  v.  Akers  (W.  N.  1872) 
45  ;  Att.'Gen.  v.   Clements,   12  Eq. 


36. 

(y)  Dean  and  Chapter  of  1Vi7id«or 
V.  Penvin,  Moor.  789. 

(a)  Curtis  v.  Perry,  6  Ves.  739  ; 
Osborne  v.  Williams,  18  Ves,  379  ; 
Battersby  v.  Smyth,  3  Madd.  110. 

(a)  Howard  v.  Earl  of  Shrewsbury, 
2  Ch.  772. 

(6)  Evans  v.  Richardson,  3  Mer. 
469. 

(c)  Re  Bailey's  Patent,  8  Ch.  60 ; 
Ex  parte  Scott  v.  Yotiiig,  6  Ch.  275. 
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SECTION   XIV. — FRAUD   IN   AWARDS. 

Courts  of  equity  have  from  a  very  early  period  had  juris-        Cluip.  V. 

diction  to  set  aside  awards  on  the  ground  of  fraud  (d),  and '. 1 

still  entertain  the  jurisdiction,  except  where  it  is  excluded  by 
statute  («). 

In  cases  where  the  submission  to  arbitration  was  by  agree- 
ment between  the  parties,  the  only  mode  of  obtaining  relief 
formerly  against  an  award  which  had  been  obtained  under  cir- 
cumstances of  fraud  and  corruption  on  the  part  of  the  arbitra- 
tor, was  by  bill  in  equity.  But  if  the  agreement  or  subniission 
to  arbitration  be  in  writing,  and  contain  a  proviso  that  it  may 
be  made  a  rule  of  Court,  the  case  is  now  governed  by  stat. 
9  &  10  Will.  3,  c.  15,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  equity  is  ex- 
cluded (/).  A  court  of  equity  has  no  jurisdiction,  even  on  the 
ground  of  fraud,  if  a  submission  has  been  made  a  rule  of  a 
court  of  common  law  under  the  statute  (g). 

If  there  be  a  proviso  in  the  agreement  or  submission  to  arbi- 
tration enabling  the  parties  to  make  it  a  rule  of  Court,  it  is 
immateiial  that  it  may  not  have  been  actually  made  a  rule  of 
Court  until  after  the  award  has  been  made,  or  until  after  bill 
filed  (h).  The  Court  of  Chancery  is  one  of  the  Courts  of  record 
invested  with  summary  jurisdiction  under  the  statute  (i).  If 
there  was  no  proviso  in  the  agreement  or  submission  to  arbitra- 
tion enabling  the  parties  to  make  it  a  rule  of  Court,  'the 
jurisdiction  was,  until  a  recent  period,  exclusive  in  equity  (k). 
But  by  the  seventeenth  clause  of  the  Common  Law  Procedure 
Act,  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  125,  it  is  declared  that  every  agreement 
or  submission  to  arbitration  by  consent,  whether  by  deed  or 
instrument  in  writing,  may  be  made  a  rule  of  a  court  of  com- 

(d)  GreenhMl  v.   Church,  3    Rep.      676,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  297. 

Ch.  49 ;  Broum  v.  Brown,  1  Vem.  {g)  Auriol  v.  Smith,  T.  &  R.  121  ; 

166  ;  Earl  v.  Stocker,  1  Vera.  251 ;  Dawaon  v.  Sadler,  1  Sim.  &  St.  637. 

BurUm  v.  Knight,  ib.  614.  (h)  Nichols  v.  Roe,  3  M.  &  K.  439  ; 

(e)  Smilh  v.  Whitmore,  1  H.  &  M.  Heming  v.  Swinerton,  2  Ph.  79. 
676,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  297.  (*)  Heming  v.  Swinertm,  2  Ph.  79. 

(/)  Heming  v.  Sxmnerim,  2  Ph.  {k)  v.  MiOs,  17  Ves.   419  ; 

79  ;  Smith  v.  Whitnuyre,  1  H.  &  M.      Goodman  v.  Sayers,  2  J.  &  W.  24J). 

Y  2 
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Chap.  V.  mon  law,  unless  a  contrary  intention  appears.  The  mere 
existence,  however,  of  a  power  to  make  an  agreement  or  sub- 
mission to  arbitration  a  rule  of  Court  is  not  tantamount  to  an 
agreement  that  it  shall  be  made  so,  nor  does  it  of  itself,  and 
independently  of  agreement,  exclude  the  ordinary  jurisdiction 
of  the  Court  (Z).  K  there  be  no  proviso  that  it  may  be  made 
a  rule  of  Court,  it  does  not  become  a  rule  of  Court  under  the 
Common  Law  Procedure  Act,  unless  it  be  actually  made  a  rule 
of  Court  {m). 

Before  the  statute  9  &  10  Will.  3,  c.  15,  courts  of  law  were  in 
the  practice,  upon  consent  of  parties,  of  referring  causes  to 
arbitration,  either  by  rule  of  Court  or  by  order  of  a  judge,  or  at 
nisipriuB,  and  of  making  the  submission  at  the  same  time  a 
rule  of  Court.  In  such  cases  courts  of  equity  exercised  a  con- 
current jurisdiction  over  the  award  made  upon  the  reference 
with  courts  of  law,  and  the  statute  of  William  does  not  appear 
to  have  interfered  with  the  jurisdiction  {n).  Nor  has  the  juris- 
diction been  excluded  by  the  enlarged  powers  conferred  on 
courts  of  common  law  by  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act,  17 
&  18  Vict.  c.  125  (o).  It  is,  however,  the  rule  of  the  Court  not 
to  interfere  with  an  award  made  under  a  reference  at  law, 
unless  there  be  something  in  the  circumstances  of  the  case  to 
show  or  to  make  it  appear  that  a  couii;  of  law  has  not  full  power 
and  jurisdiction  to  grant  full  and  adequate  relief.  The  fact  that 
a  court  of  common  law  has  a  power  of  remitting  the  award 
for  reconsideration,  has  weight  with  a  court  of  chancery  when 
called  upon  to  interfere  {p). 

There  is  fraud  in  an  award,  if  it  be  obtained  through  corrup- 
tion or  partiality  on  the  part  of  the  arbitrator  (g).  In  a  case 
where  arbitrators  had,  either  by  force  or  fraud,  excluded  a  co- 

{l)  Smith  V.  JVhitmore^  2  D.  J.  &  {p)  Londonderry  and  Enniskillen 

S.  308,  per  Turner,  L.  J.  Railway  Co^  v.  Leisham,  12  Beav. 

(m)  lb.  423  ;  Harding  v.  JFickham,  2  J.  & 

(n)  Lord  Lon«iale  v.  Littlednle,  2  H.  676. 

Ves.  Jr.  451  ;  NicoU  v.  Chalie,  14  (q)  Lord  Lonsdah  v.  LittledaU,  S 

Vee.  267  ;  Nicolh  v.  Roe,  3  M.  &  K.  Vea.  Jr.  463  ;  lAngood  v.  Crowiher,  2 

439 ;  Ghu<k  y.  Cremer,  2  Ph.  477  $  Atk.  396  ;  Moseley  v.  Bivypmm,  16 

Harding  V.  JVickham,  2  J.  &  H.  676.  Ecj.  226, 

(o)  Sb.  3—16. 
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ai'bitrator,  or  either  of  the  parties,  from  their  meetings,  it  was 
held  to  furnish  such  a  presumption  of  corruption  as  to  be  a 
sufficient  ground  for  setting  aside  the  award  (r).  So,  also,  it  is 
against  good  faith  for  a  person  appointed  aibitrator  to  consider 
himself  as  agent  of  the  person  appointing  him  (s),  or  to  buy  up 
the  unsustained  claims  of  any  of  the  parties  to  the  reference  (Q. 
So,  also,  there  is  fraud,  if  the  award  has  been  obtained  by  fraud 
or  concealment  of  material  circumstances  on  the  part  of  one  of 
the  parties,  so  as  to  mislead  the  arbitrator.  If  either  party  be 
guilty  of  fraudulent  concealment  of  matters  Which  he  ought  to 
have  declared,  or  if  he  wilfully  mislead  or  deceive  the  arbitrator, 
the  award  may  be  set  aside  (u).  An  award  will  not,  however, 
be  set  aside  on  the  ground  that  the  arbitrator  has  been  misled 
by  the  evidence  of  a  witness  who  might  have  been  cross- 
examined  (x).  There  is  also  fraud  to  set  aside  an  award,  if  the 
award  be  obtained  by  undue  means,  as,  for  instance,  if  the 
witnesses  have  been  examined  in  the  absence  of  the  parties  (y) ; 
or  if  the  award  has  been  made  clandestinely  without  hearing 
each  party  {z) ;  or  if  the  award  has  been  made  by  one  arbitrator 
apart  from  the  others  (a)  ;  or  if  the  interviews  have  taken 
place  between  the  arbitrator  and  one  party  in  the  absence  of 
the  others  (6).  So,  also,  the  existence  of  any  ground  calculated 
to  bias  the  mind  of  the  arbitrator,  unknown  to  either  of  the 
parties,  is  sufficient  for  the  interference  of  the  Court  (c) ;  or  if 
one  of  the  parties  has  not  been  allowed  a  proper  opportunity  of 
discussing  his  case  (d).  If  interviews  have  taken  place  between 
the  arbitrator  and  one  of  the  parties  in  the  absence  of  the  other. 


Chap.  V. 
Sect.  14. 


(r)  Burton  v.  Knigktj  2  Vem.  514. 
See  Haigh  v.  Haighy  3  D.  F.  &  J. 
159. 

{s)  GcUcrafi  v.  Roebtick,  1  Ves.  Jr. 
226. 

(t)  Blennerhaeset  v.  Day,  2  Ba.  & 
Be.  116. 

(u)  SatUh  Sea  Co,  v.  Bvmpstead, 
Vin.  Ab.  Arbitr.  (1  a.)  39,  2  Eq.  Ca. 
Ab.  80  ;  Ives  v.  Medcalfe,  1  Atk.  64  ; 
GarUide  v.  GartMe^  3  Anst  735. 

(x)  PUmcyre  v.  Hood,  8  Scott,  180. 

(y)  Be  Plews  and  Middletoriy  6  Q.  B. 


845.  See  Haigh  v.  Haigh,  3  D.  F. 
&  J.  159. 

(z)  Ives  V.  Medcalfe,  1  Atk.  64  ; 
Hardvfig  v.  Wiekham,  2  J.  &  H.  676. 
See  Smith  v.  WhitTnore,  1  H.  &  M. 
576. 

(a)  Re  Flews  and  MiddleUm,  6  Q.  B. 
582. 

(6)  Harvey  v.  ShelUm,  7  Beav.  455. 

(c)  Km,p  V.  Eose,  1  Giff.  258. 

(d)  Spettigvs  v.  Garpefiter,  3  P. 
Wms.  361. 
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Sect.  14. 


similar  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  person  applying  will  not 
prevent  the  (Jourt  from  setting  aside  the  award,  for  the  matter 
concerns  the  due  administration  of  justice  {e). 

Equity  will  not  give  relief  against  an  award,  if  the  conduct  of 
the  party  making  the  application  has  been  such  as  to  destroy 
his  right  to  resort  to  the  Court  for  relief  (/).  An  agreement 
for  reference,  accordingly,  cannot  be  set  aside  as  obtained  by 
undue  pressure,  if  the  party  objecting  has  attended  the  reference 
and  taken  the  chance  of  an  award  in  his  favour  (  g).  Nor  can 
relief  be  had  against  an  award  when  there  has  been  any  laches 
on  the  part  of  the  person  making  the  application  (A).  Similar 
misconduct,  however,  to  that  complained  of  on  the  part  of  the 
person  making  the  application,  will  not  prevent  the  Court  from 
setting  aside  an  award,  if  the  award  has  been  obtained  by  undue 
means  (i): 

In  cases  where  fraud  is  charged,  the  Court  will  in  general 
refuse  to  send  the  dispute  to  arbitration,  if  the  party  charged 
with  fraud  desires  a  public  enquiry.  But  where  the  objection 
to  arbitration  is  by  the  party  charging  the  fraud,  the  Court  will 
not  necessarily  accede  to  it,  and  will  never  do  so,  unless  a  pAmd 
fcicie  case  of  fraud  is  proved  (k). 


Sett.  15. 


SECTION    XV. — FRAUD    IN    JUDGMENTS. 

A  judgment  or  decree  obtained  by  fraud  upon  a  Court,  binds 
not  such  Court  or  any  other,  and  its  nullity  upon  this  ground, 
though  it  has  not  been  set  aside  or  reversed,  may  be  alleged  in 
a  collateral  proceeding  {l).  "  Fraud,"  said  De  Grey,  C.  J., "  is  an 
extrinsic,  collateral  act,  which  vitiates  the  most  solemn  proceed- 


(«)  Harvey  v.  Shelion,  7  Beav.  456. 

(/)  Smith  v.  fVhitjnore,  1  H.  & 
M.  576,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  297. 

(g)  Ormes  v.  Beadel,  2  Giff.  166,  2 
D.  F.  &  J.  333  ;  Ex  'partt  WyM-,  2 
D.  F.  &  J.  642. 

{h)  Jones  v.  Bennett,  1  Bro.  P.  C. 
528.  See  Eads  v.  miliams,  4  D. 
M,  &  G.  674  ;  Xichols  v.  Hancock,  7 
D.  M.  &  G.  300. 


(t)  Harvey  v.  Shdion,  7  Beav.  455. 

{k)  Russell  V.  RtisseU,  14  Ch.  D. 
471. 

(l)  Pkilippson  V.  Lord  Egremont,  6 
Q.  B.  582  ;  Lord  Bandon  v.  Becker^ 
3  CI.  &  Fin.  510  ;  Shedden  v.  Patrick^ 
1  Macq.  535  ;  Reg.  v.  Saddlers*  Co., 
10  H.  L.  431,  per  Willes,  J.  See 
Tommey  v.  JnUte,  4  H.  L.  313. 
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ings  of  Courts  of  justice.  Lord  Coke  says  it  avoids  all  judicial 
acts  ecclesiastical  and  temporal "  (m).  In  applying  this  nile,  it 
matters  not  whether  the  judgment  impugned  has  been  pro- 
nounced by  an  inferior  or  by  the  highest  Court  of  judicature  in 
the  realm,  but  in  all  cases  alike  it  is  competent  for  every  Court, 
whether  superior  or  inferior,  to  treat  as  a  nullity  any  judgment 
which  can  be  clearly  shown  to  have  been  obtained  by  manifest 
fraud  {n).  Whether  an  innocent  party  would  be  allowed  to 
prove  in  one  couit  that  a  judgment  against  him  in  another 
court  was  obtained  by  fraud,  is  a  question  not  equally  clear,  as 
it  would  be  in  his  power  to  apply  directly  to  the  court  which 
pronounced  it  to  vacate  it  (o).  But  however  this  point  may  be 
ultimately  determined,  thus  much  is  evident,  that  a  guilty  paity 
would  not  be  permitted  to  defeat  a  judgment  by  showing  that  in 
obtaining  it  he  had  practised  an  imposition  on  the  Court,  for  it 
would  be  an  outrage  on  justice  and  common  sense,  if  a  person 
could  thus  avoid  the  consequences  of  his  own  fraudulent 
conduct  (p). 

A  foreign  judgment  can  be  impeached,  if  it  be  made  to 
appear  that  it  was  fraudulently  obtained.  When  a  question 
between  the  parties  has  been  decided  by  a  foreign  Court,  with 
jurisdiction,  that  decision  is,  as  a  general  rule,  conclusive,  and 
cannot  be  opened  on  the  merits ;  but  if  the  foreign  judgment 
was  obtained  by  fraud,  that  would  be  an  answer  to  any  proceed- 
ing founded  on  the  judgment  (g). 

A  judgment  by  consent  is  binding,  but  if  it  appear  that  the 
consent  was  obtained  by  fraud,  the  Court  will  treat  the  con- 


ChAp.  V. 
Sect.  15. 


(tw)  Rex  V.  Duchess  of  KirigsUm,  20 
How.  St.  Tr.  544,  2  Smith,  L.  C. 
687  ;  Shand  v.  Du.  Buisson,  18  Eq. 
283.  See  Meddowcroft  v.  Hugueniuy 
4  Moo.  P.  C.  386  ;  Perry  v.  Meddow- 
croft, 10  Beav.  122  ;  Harrison  v. 
Mayor,  d:c,j  of  Southamptmi,  4  D.  M. 
&  G.  137  ;  Gannan  v.  Reynolds,  6  E- 
&  B.  306. 

(w)  Shedden  v.  Patrick,  1  Macq. 
535. 

(o)  Prudham  v.  Philipps,  2  Ambl. 


763,  20  How.  St  Tr.  479,  481 ;  Rex 
v.  Duchess  of  Kingston,  20  How.  St^ 
Tr.  544. 

(p)  Prudham  v.  Philipps,  2  AmbL 
763,  20  How.  St.  Tr.  479 ;  Doe  v. 
Roberts,  2  B.  &  Aid.  367  ;  Bessey  v. 
Windham,  6  Q.  B.  166. 

{q)  Bank  of  Australasia  v.  Nias, 
16  Q.  B.  717  ;  Ochsenbetny.  Papelier, 
8  Ch.  700  ;  Messina  v.  Peirochino,  L, 
R.  4  P.  C.  144  ;  Abouloff  v.  Oppen- 
heim,  52  L.  J.  Q.  B.  1. 
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^p-  ^'      sent  as  a  nullity  (r).    So,  also,  if  it  be  made  to  appear  that  a 

■  judge's  order  lias  been  obtained  by  fraud  or  by  the  suppression 

of  information  which  it  was  essential  the  C!ourt  should  know, 
the  order  will  be  set  aside  (s). 


SECTION    XVI. — FRAUD   UPON   THE   CROWN. 
Sect.  16.  A  conveyance  executed  in  fraud  of  proceedings  under  an  out- 


lawry, is  a  fraud  upon  the  Crown,  and  will  be  set  aside  (t). 


Sect.  17.  SECTION   XVU, — FRAUD    UPON    COURTS    OP   COMPETENT 

JURISDICTION. 

The  Court  of  Chancery  would  give  assistance  to  enforce  the 
judgments,  decrees,  or  sentences  of  other  courts  of  competent  and 
lawful  civil  jurisdiction,  when  the  execution  of  such  judgments, 
decrees,  and  sentences  was  defeated  or  obstructed  by  fraudulent 
contrivances  (u). 

A  voluntary  settlement,  accordingly,  of  real  and  personal 
estate,  made  by  a  man  who  was  defendant  in  a  suit  in  the 
Ecclesiastical  Court,  with  the  intent  of  withdrawing  his  property 
from  the  process  of  that  Court,  was  set  aside  (x).  Although  the 
deed  might  have  been  executed  before  any  right  was  declared, 
or  any  order  for  payment  of  money  was  made,  yet  if  it  appeared 
that  the  deed  was  executed  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the 
right  which  the  defendant  knew  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to 
establish,  it  was  considered  to  have  been  executed  with  the  view 
and  intention  of  defrauding  him  (y). 

SECTION   XVIIL— FRAUD   UPON   THE   LEGISLATURE. 

S<ct.  18.  ^      In   Vav4chaU  Bridge  Co,  v.  JSarl  Spencer  (z),  it  was  held 

(r)  Stannard  v.  Harrimm,  19  W.  (u)  Blenkinsopp  v.  Blenkinsopp,  12 

R.  812.  Beav.  586. 

(«)  Ex  parte  Cockerell,  4  C.  P.  D.  (x)  lb.  ;  i  D.  M.  &  G.  600. 

39,  per  Lord  Coleridge.  (y)  lb. 

(t)  Att,'Gen.  v.   Richards,   1   Ph.  (a)  2  Madd.  366, 8.  C.  Jac.  64. 

383,  12  CI.  &  Fin.  43. 
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tbat  an  agreement  between  a  landowner  and  a  company,  tbat^      Cii&p.  v. 

in  the  event  of  his  not  opposing  an  application  to  Parliament, ! — '. — 

the  landowner  should  receive  a  sum  of  money,  is  a  fraud  upon 
the  legislature  if  concealed  from  Parliament,  and  is  therefore 
void  upon  grounds  of  pubUc  policy.  But  the  principle  upon 
which  that  case  was  founded  is  open  to  much  question.  The 
better  opinion  would  seem  to  be,  that  there  is  no  fraud  upon 
the  legislature  unless  the  agreement  is  one  which  the  parties  are 
bound  to  communicate.  There  may  be  cases  in  which  an  agi*ee- 
ment  of  the  sort  should  be  communicated  to  the  legislature,  but 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  ordinary  cases  it  is  open  to  parties 
to  enter  into  such  an  agreement,  and  that  there  is  no  obligation 
incumbent  on  them  to  communicate  it  to  the  legislature  (a). 
The  question  whether  such  an  agreement  is  binding  on  the 
Ciompany  after  incorporation,  is  a  very  dififerent  one. 

(a)  Simp907i  v.  Lord  Hoioden,  10  obtaining  a  local  Act  of  Parliament, 

A.  &  E.  793,  9  CL  &  Fin.  61  ;  Taylor  Mangles  v.  Grand  Dock  Colliery  Co,, 

V.  Chichester,  <kc.,  Railway  Co,,  L.  R.  10  Sim.  519. 
2  Exch.  356.    See  as  to  fraud  in 
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HOW  THE  RIGHT  TO  IMPEACH  A  TRANSACTION  ON  THE 
GROUND  OF  FRAUD  MAY  BE  LOST. 

Transactions,  although  impeachable  in  equity  at  the  time  of 
inception,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  on  the  groimd  of  fraud, 
may  become  unimpeachable  by  a  subsequent  confirmation,  by 
acquiescence,  or  by  the  mere  lapse  of  time. 


Sect.  1. 


SECTION  I. — CONFIRMATION. 

In  order  that  an  act  may  have  any  effect  or  validity  as  a 
confirmation,  it  must  clearly  appear  that  the  party  confirming 
was  fully  apprised  of  his  right  to  impeach  the  transaction,  and 
acted  freely,  deliberately,  and  advisedly,  with  the  intention  of 
confirming  a  transaction  which  he  knew,  or  migl\t,  or  ought 
with  reasonable  or  proper  diligence  to  have  known,  to  be  im- 
peachable. If  his  right  to  impeach  the  transaction  be  concealed 
from  him,  or  a  free  disclosure  be  not  made  to  him  of  every 
circumstance  which  it  is  material  for  him  to  know,  or  if  the  act 
takes  place  under  pressure  or  constraint,  or  by  the  exercise  of 
undue  influence,  or  under  the  delusive  opinion  that  the  original 
transaction  is  binding  on  him,  or  if  it  be  merely  a  continuation  of 
the  original  transaction,  the  confirmation  operates  as  nothing  (a). 


(a)  Cann  v.  Cann,  1  P.  Wms.  727  ; 
Crowe  V.  Ballard,  3  Bro.  C.  C.  119,2 
Cox,  263  ;  Walker  v.  Symonds,  3  Sw. 
1  ;  Murray  v.  Palmer,  2  Sch.  &  Lef. 
486  ;  Morse  v.  Royal,  12  Ves.  366  ; 
Pwrcdl  v.  Macnamara,  14  Ves.  91 ; 
Gowland  v.  De  Faria,  17  Ves.  20 ; 
Wood  V.  Dotcnes,  18  Ves.  128  ;  Say 
V.  Barwick,  1  V.  &  B.  196  ;  Cockerell 


V.  CJiolmondeley,  1  R.  &  M.  425 ; 
Wedd^burn  v.  Wedderbum,  2  Keen, 
722  ;  De  Montmorency  v.  Devereux,  7 
CI.  &  Pin.  188  ;  MvlhaUen  v.  Marum, 

3  Dr.  &  War.  317  ;  SalToon  v.  CviU, 

4  Deg.  &  S.  132  ;  Stump  v.  Gc^,  2 
D.  M.  &  G.  623  ;  Roberts  v.  TunstaU, 
4  Ha.  267  ;  Waiers  v.  Thorn,  22  Beav. 
547  ;  Savery  v.  King,  5  H.  L.  627 ; 
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To  make  a  confirmation 'of  any  value,  the  parties  must  be  at 
arm's  length,  on  equal  terms,  with  equal  knowledge,  and  with 
8u£ficient  advice  for  protection.  There  must  be  full  knowledge 
of  all  the  facts,  full  knowledge  of  the  equitable  rights  arising 
out  of  these  facts,  and  an  absolute  release  from  the  undue 
influence  by  which  the  fraud  was  practised  (6).  Confirmation 
may  be  by  will  as  well  as  by  deed  (c).  A  confirmation  by  will 
of  a  previous  gift  to  a  person  tilling  a  fiduciary  character  will 
confirm  the  gift,  although  the  fiduciary  relation  was  still  sub- 
sisting at  the  death  of  the  testator  (d),  unless  the  will  was  part 
of  the  same  scheme  of  fraud  (e).  If  an  independent  legal 
adviser  be  employed,  it  will  be  assumed  that  he  had  satisfied 
himself,  before  approving  of  the  transaction,  that  it  was  for  the 
benefit  of  his  client  to  confirm  it  (/).  But  to  agreement  by 
way  of  confirmation  though  prepared  by  an  independent 
solicitor  may  be  set  aside,  if  that  one  of  the  parties  for  whom 
the  solicitor  is  acting  is  under  the  influence  of  the  other 
party  (g).  There  can  be  no  confirmation  where  there  is  such  a 
gi'oss  fraud  as  that  a  deed  is  void  on  the  face  of  it  at  law  (h) ; 
nor  can  an  agreement  rendered  inoperative  by  a  collateral 
fraudulent  agreement  be  made  valid  by  an  abandonment  of  the 
collateral  agreement  (i).  A  confirmation  of  part  of  a  deed 
confirms  the  whole  (j). 


Ohap.  YI. 
Sect.  1. 


SECTION    II. — RELEASE. 


The  same  requisites  which  are  necessary  to  render  a  confirraa* 
tion  valid,  are  necessaiy  to  render  a  release  valid  (k). 


Athenosum  Life  Society  v.  Pooley^  3 
D.  &  J.  299  ;  Smith  v.  Kayy  7  H.  L. 
750  ;  Wall  v.  Cockerell,  10  H.  L. 
229  ;  Potts  V.  Surr,  34  Beav.  643  ; 
Kempeon  v.  AshbeCy  10  Ch.  15. 
(6)  Moxon  V.  Payne,  8  Ch.  881. 

(c)  Stump  V.  Gaby,  2  D.  M.  &  G. 
623.  See  Waters  v.  Thorn,  22  Beav. 
547. 

(d)  Stump  V.  Gaby,  2  D.  M.  &  G. 
623. 

(«)  Lyon  V.  Home,  6  Eq.  658. 


(/)  Staines  \\  Parker,  9  Beav.  388 ; 
De  Montmorency  v.  Deverettx,  7  01.  & 
Fin.  188 ;  Aspland  v.  JVatte,  20 
Beav.  474. 

(g)  Moxon  v.  Payne,  8  Ch.  881. 

(/i)  Stump  V.  Gaby,  2  D.  M.  &  Q. 
630. 

(t)  Moxon  V.  Payne,  8  Ch.  881. 

(j)  Milner  v.  Harewood,  18  Ves. 
277  ;  Jarrett  v.  Aldham,  9  Eij.  463. 

(k)  Lloyd  V.  Attivood,  3  D.  &  J. 
614  ;  Spackman*s  Case,  34  L.  J.  Ch. 


Sect.  2. 
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The  general  words  in  a  release  are  limited  always  to  that 
thing  or  those  things  which  were  especially  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  parties  at  the  time  when  the  release  was  made*  But  a 
dispute  that  had  not  emerged  on  a  question  which  had  not  at 
all  arisen  cannot  be  considered  as  bound  or  concluded  by  the 
anticipatory  words  of  a  general  release  {I). 


Sect.  8. 


SECTION  III. — ACQUIESCENCE. 

It  is  not  necessary,  in  order  to  render  a  transaction  un- 
impeachable, that  any  positive  act  of  confirmation  or  release 
should  take  place.  It  is  enough,  if  proof  can  be  given  of  a  fixed 
and  unbiassed  determination  not  to  impeach  the  transaction. 
This  may  be  proved,  either  by  acts  evidencing  acquiescence^  or 
by  the  mere  lapse  of  time  during  which  the  transaction  has  been 
allowed  to  stand  (7)i). 

Acquiescence  or  delay  for  a  length  of  time  after  a  man  is  in  a 
situation  to  enforce  a  right,  and  with  a  full  knowledge  of  facts, 
is,  in  equity,  cogent  evidence  of  a  waiver  and  abandonment  of 
the  right  {n).  If  a  voidable  contract,  or  other  transaction,  is 
voluntarily  acted  on,  with  a  knowledge  of  all  the  facts,  in  the 
hope  that  it  may  turn  out  to  the  advantage  of  a  party  who 
might  have  avoided  it,  he  may  not  void  it  when,  after  abiding 
that  event,  it  has  turned  out  to  his  disadvantage  (o). 

To  fix  acquiescence  upon  a  party  it  must  unequivocally 
appear  that  he  knew  or  had  notice  of  the  fact  upon  whicli  the 


329  ;  Farrant  v.  Blanchfordf  1  D.  J. 
&  S.  119  ;  Aveline  v.  Melhui^ih,  2  D. 
J.  &  S.  289.  See  Heron  v.  Heron,  2 
Atk.  160 ;  Pusey  v.  De^uverie,  3  P. 
Wms.  315  ;  Steadman  v.  Palling y  3 
Atk.  423  ;  Bowles  v.  Sttuirty  1  Sch. 
&  Lef.  209  ;  Wedderbum  v.  JVedder- 
hum,  2  Keen,  728,  4  M.  &  C.  41 ; 
Duke  of  Leeds  v.  Amherst,  2  Ph.  117  ; 
Eyre  v.  Burmester,  10  H.  L.  106 ; 
SkUbeckv.  Hilton,  2  Eq.bSl.    - 

(Q  London  dk  South-JVestem  Bail- 
way  Co.  V.  Blackmore,  4  K  &  I.  App. 


623,  per  Lord  Weatbury  ;  Turner  v. 
Turner,  14  Ch.  D.  829. 

(m)  Wright  v.  Vanderplank,  8  D. 
M.  &  G.  133 ;  Jarrett  v.  Aldam,  9 
Eq.  466;  Turner  v.  Collvns,  7  Ch. 
329 ;  Mitchell  v.  Homfray,  8  Q.  B. 
D.  587. 

(n)  Duke  of  Leeds  v.  Lord  Amherst, 
2  Ph.  117, 123 ;  Life  Assodaiion  of 
Scotland  v.  Siddall,  3  D.  F.  &  J.  73  ; 
Skottowe  V.  fVUliamSt  ib.  535. 

(o)  Ornies  v.  Beadel,  2  D.  F.  &  J. 
336,  per  Lord  Campbell. 
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alleged  acquiescence  is  founded,  and  to  which  it  refers  (p). 
Acquiescence  imports  and  is  founded  on  knowledge.  A  recogni- 
tion resulting  from  ignorance  of  a  material  fact  goes  for  nothing. 
The  question  as  to  acquiescence  cannot  arise  unless  the  party 
against  whom  it  is  set  up  was  aware  of  his  rights.  A  man  can- 
not be  said  to  acquiesce  in  what  he  does  not  know,  nor  can 
he  be  bound  by  acquiescence  unless  he  is  fully  apprised  as  to  his 
rights  and  all  the  material  facts  and  circumstances  of  the 
case  (q).  Acquiescence  in  what  has  been  done  will  not  be  a  bar 
to  relief  when  the  party  alleged  to  have  acquiesced  has  acted  or 
abstained  from  acting  through  being  ignorant  that  he  possessed 
rights  which  would  be  available  against  that  which  he  permitted 
to  be  enjoyed  (r). 

Nor,  indeed,  is  a  recognition  of  avail  which  assumes  the 
validity  of  a  transaction,  if  the  question  as  to  its  validity  does 
not  appear  to  have  come  before  the  parties  (a).  The  mere  fact 
that  a  man  may  have  heard  unfavourable  rumours,  and  conceived 
suspicions,  is  not  enough  to  fix  him  with  acquiescence  (t).  The 
proof  of  knowledge  lies  on  the  party  who  alleges  acquiescence, 
and  sets  it  up  as  a  defence  (u).  If  the  transaction  has  taken 
place  under  pressure,  or  the  exercise  of  undue  influence,  it  must 
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( p)  RandaU  v.  Errington,  10  Ves. 
428  ;  Spackman^s  Case,  34  L.  J.  Ch. 
321, 326 ;  Stanhope^s  Gem,  1  Ch.  161 ; 
Stevxtrfs  Case,  ib.  514. 

(q)  RandaU  v.  Errington,  10  Ves. 
426  ;  Blennerhassett  v.  Day,  2  B.  & 
B.  104  ;  CholmandeUy  v.  Clinton,  2 
Mer.  361  ;  Honn^r  v.  Morton,  3 
Ross.  65 ;  Cockerdl  v.  Gholmeley 
Taml.  435  ;  Avstin  v.  Chairibers,  6 
CI.  &  Fin.  1  ;  Charter  v.  Trevelyan, 
11  CI.  &  Fin.  714  ;  CocMl  v.  Taylor, 
15  Beav.  122  ;  Burrows  v.  H^alls,  5 
D.  M.  &  G.  233  ;  Lloyd  v.  Atttoood, 
3  D.  &  J.  624  ;  Savery  v.  King,  5  H. 
L.  627 ;  Bright  v.  Legerton.,  2  D.  F. 
&  J.  617  ;  Life  Association  of  Scot- 
land V.  Siddnll,  3  D.  F.  &  J.  74  ; 
Bullock  V.  Doimes,  9  H.  L.  1  ;  IFall 
V.  Cockerell,  10  H.  L.  229  ;  Bfirdoe  v. 
Datoaon,  34  Beav.  603  ;  Vyi*yan  v. 


Vyvyan,  30  Beav.  65 ;  Spackma7i*s 
Case,  34  L.  J.  Ch.  329  ;  Steuoares 
Case,  1  Ch.  514  ;  Bagnall  v.  Carlton, 
6  Ch.  D.  371 ;  De  Btissche  v.  AU,  8 
Ch.  D.  287,  supra,  pp.  102,  103. 

(r)  Earl  Beauchamp  v.  Winn,  6 
E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  223. 

(«)  Honner  v.  Morton,  3  Rass.  65  ; 
Wright  v.  Vanderplank,  8  D.  M.  & 
G.  133.  See  Baker  v.  Bradley,  7  D. 
M.  &  G.  697. 

(t)  Central  Railway  Co.  of  Vene- 
zuela V.  Kisch,  E.  &  I.  2  App.  Ca. 
112. 

(tt)  Bennett  v.  Colley,  2  M.  &  K. 
225  ;  Burrows  v.  Walls,  5  D.  M.  & 
G.  233  ;  Life  Association  of  Scotland 
V.  Siddall,  3  D.  F.  &  J.  58  ;  WaU  v. 
Cockerell,  10  H.  L.  229 ;  Spackman's 
Cojfe,  34  L.  J.  Ch.  329. 
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clearly  and  unequivocally  appear  that  the  party  against  whom 
acquiescence  is  alleged  was  aui  juris,  and  was  released  from  the 
influence  or  the  pressure  under  which  he  stood  at  the  time  of 
the  transaction,  and  acted  freely  and  advisedly  in  abstaining 
from  impeaching  it.  Acquiescence  goes  for  nothing  so  long  as  a 
man  continues  in  the  same  situation  in  which  he  was  at  the  date 
of  the  transaction  (x).  But  as  soon  as  a  man  with  full  know- 
ledge, or  at  least  with  sufficient  notice  or  means  of  knowledge, 
of  his  rights,  and  of  all  the  material  circumstances  of  the  case, 
freely  and  advisedly  does  anything  which  amounts  to  the  recog- 
nition of  a  transaction,  or  acts  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  its 
repudiation,  or  lies  by  for  a  considerable  time,  and  knowingly 
and  deliberately  permits  another  to  deal  with  the  property,  or 
incur  expense,  under  the  belief  that  the  transaction  has  been 
recognised,  or  freely  and  advisedly  abstains  for  a  considerable 
lapse  of  time  from  impeaching  it,  there  is  acquiescence,  and  the 
transaction,  although  originally  impeachable,  becomes  unim- 
peachable in  equity  (y).  If,  for  instance,  a  man  after  discovering 
that  the  representations  in  a  prospectus,  on  the  faith  of  which 
he  has  purchased  shares,  are  false,  deals  with  the  shares  as 
owner,  by  instructing  a  broker  to  sell  them  (z),  or  receives  a 
dividend  and  pays  a  call  (a),  or  attends  meetings  and  continues 
to  act  as  a  shareholder  (6),  or  concurs  in  the  appointment  of  a 


(x)  Gowland  v.  De  Faria,  17  Ves. 
25  ;  Gregory  v.  Gregory,  Coop.  201  ; 
Rocfui  V.  aBrien,  1  B.  &  B.  338  ; 
Aylward  v.  Kearney,  2  B.  &  B.  463  ; 
Palmer  v.  Wheeler,  ib.  31  ;  Homier 
V.  M(yrton,  3  Russ.  65  ;  Duke  of  Leeds 
V.  L<yrd  Arnherst,  2  Ph.  117  ;  Addis 
V.  Campbell,  4  Beav.  401  ;  Roberts  v. 
TunstaU,  7  Ha.  257  ;  SalTnoji  v.  Cults, 
4  Deg.  &  Sm.  132  ;  Wright  v.  Van- 
derplank,  8  D.  M.  &  G.  133  ;  Eyre  v. 
McDonnell,  15  Ir.  Ch.  534  ;  Berdoe  v. 
Dawson,  34  Beav.  603. 

(y)  Sdsey  v.  Rhodes,  1  Bligli.  N.  S. 
1 ;  BeUeio  v.  Russell,  1  Ba.  &  Be.  96  ; 
Blennerhassett  v.  Day,  2  Ba.  &  Be. 
118  ;  Vigers  v.  Pike,  8  01.  &  Fin. 
652 ;  Charter  v.  Trevelyan,  11  CI.  & 


Fin.  714;  Champion y»  Rtgby,Tsim\, 
421,  9  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  211  ;  Maden 
v.  Veevers,  5  Beav.  511  ;  Nagle  v. 
Baylor,  3  Dr.  &  War.  60  ;  Edwards 
V.  Meyrick,  2  Ha.  75 ;  Loader  v. 
Clark,  2  Mac.  &  G.  387  ;  Stone  v. 
Godfrey,  5  D.  M.  &  Q.  76  ;  Lyddon 
V.  Moss,  4  D.  &  J.  104  ;  Dimsdale  v. 
Dimsdale,  3  Drew.  556  ;  FaiTant  v. 
Blanchford,  1  D.  J.  &  S.  107  ;  Cairn- 
cross  V.  Lorimer,  3  Macq.  830  ;  Arch- 
bold  V.  SctUly,  9  H.  L.  360 ;  Turner 
V.  Collins,  7  Ch.  329. 

(z)  Ex  parte  Briggs,  1  Eq.  483. 

(a)  Scholey  v.  Central  Railway  of 
Venezuela,  9  Eq.  266  n. 

(6)  Sharpley  v.  Louth  d-  East  Coast 
Raihcay  Co.,  2  Ch.  D.  685. 
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committee  of  inveBtigation  into  the  affairs  of  the  company  on 
behalf  of  the  shareholders  (c),  or  does  anything  which  amounts 
to  an  affirmation  of  the  contract  (c2),  there  is  acquiescence.  So 
where  a  party,  with  full  knowledge  of  the  misrepresentation 
alleged  to  have  been  made,  by  his  conduct  agrees  to  treat  the 
transaction  as  binding,  he  is  precluded  in  equity  from  insisting 
on  the  misrepresentation  in  a  suit  for  specific  performance  (e). 
And  where  plaintiffs  sought  to  avoid  an  agreement  for  the  lease 
of  a  mine,  on  the  ground  of  fraudulent  misrepresentation  of  its 
value,  it  was  held  that  having  continued  to  work  the  mine  after 
full  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  fraud,  they  were 
not  entitled  to  relief  (/). 

The  equitable  rule  as  to  acquiescence  applies  with  peculiar 
force  to  the  case  of  property  which  is  of  a  speculative  character, 
or  is  subject  to  contingencies,  and  can  only  be  rendered  produc- 
tive by  a  large  and  uncertain  outlay  (g). 

A  distinction  must  be  taken  between  cases  where  the  ac- 
quiescence alleged  takes  place  while  the  act  is  in  progress,  and 
cases  where  it  does  not  take  place  until  after  the  act  has  been 
completed.  "  The  term  '  acquiescence,' "  said  Thesiger,  L.  J.,  in 
De  Bu88che  y.  AU  (A),  "  is  one  which  was  said  by  Lord  Cotten- 
ham  in  Duke  of  Leeds  v.  ATokirsty  ought  not  to  be  used;  in 
other  words,  it  does  not  accurately  express  any  known  legal 
defence,  but  if  used  at  all,  it  must  have  attached  to  it  a  very 
different  signification,  according  to  whether  the  acquiescence 
alleged  occurs  while  the  act  is  in  progress,  or  only  after  it  has 
been  completed.  If  a  person  having  a  right,  and  seeing  another 
person  about  to  commit,  or  in  the  course  of  committing  an  act 
infringing  on  that  right,  stands  by  in  such  a  manner  as  really 
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Sect.  3. 


(c)  La/wrence^s  Case,  2  Ch.  424, 

(d)  OgilvU  y.  Currie,  37  L.  J.  Ch. 
647. 

(e)  Macbryde  v.  Weekes,  22  Beav. 

533. 

(/)  Vigers  v.  Pikt,  8  CL  &  Fin. 
562. 

(g)  Norway  v.  Uoirc,  19  Ves.  144  ; 
Small  V.  AUtooody  6  CI.  &  Fin.  232, 
359 ;  Prendergast  v.  Turf  on,  1  Y.  & 


C.  C.  C.  98, 13  L.  J.  Ch.  268  ;  Lovell 
v.  Hicks,  2  Y.  &  C.  46  ;  Jennings  v. 
Broughton,  5  D.  M.  &  Q.  140  ;  Clegg 
V.  Edmondsan,  8  D.  M.  &  Q.  787  ; 
dements  v.  Hall,  2  D.  &  J.  173  ; 
Grosvenor  v.  Sherratt,  28  Beav.  659  ; 
WhaUey  v.  WhalUy,  2  D.  F.  &  J. 
310. 
{h)  8  Ch.  D.  314. 
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'- —  wise  have  abstained  from  it,  to  believe  that  he  assents  to  its 

being  committed,  he  cannot  afterwards  be  heard  to  complain  of 
the  act.  This,  as  Lord  Cottenham  said,  is  the  proper  sense  of 
the  word  '  acquiescence/  and  in  that  sense  may  be  defined  as 
quiescence  under  such  circumstances,  as  that  assent  may  be 
reasonably  inferred  from  it,  and  is  no  more  than  an  instance  of 
the  law  of  estoppel  by  words  or  conduct.  But  when  once  the 
act  is  completed  without  any  knowledge  or  assent  upon  the 
part  of  the  person  whose  right  is  infringed,  the  matter  is  to  be 
determined  on  very  different  legal  considerations.  A  right  was 
then  vested  in  him,  which  at  all  events  cannot  be  divested 
without  accord  and  satisfaction  or  release  under  seal.  Mere 
submission  to  the  injury  for  any  period  short  of  the  period 
limited  by  st^atute  for  the  enforcement  of  the  right  of  action, 
cannot  take  away  any  such  right,  although,  under  the  name  of 
laches,  it  may  afford  ground  for  refusing  relief  under  particular 
circumstances,  and  it  is  clear  that  even  an  express  promise  by 
the  pei'son  injured  that  he  would  not  take  any  legal  proceedings 
to  redress  the  injury  done  to  him,  could  not  by  itself  constitute 
a  bar  to  such  proceedings,  for  the  promise  would  be  without 
consideration,  and  therefore  not  binding." 

Where  a  wrongful  act  has  been  completed  without  the  know* 
ledge  or  assent  of  the  party  injured,  his  right  of  action  is  not 
ordinarily  barred  by  mere  submission  to  the  injury,  or  even  by 
a  voluntary  promise  not  to  seek  redress ;  some  conduct  amount* 
ing  to  release,  or  accord  and  satisfaction,  must  be  shown,  although 
on  account  of  laches  relief  may  be  refused  under  certain  circum- 
stances (^). 

The  representatives  of  a  man  who  has  acquiesced  in  a  par- 
ticular transaction,  cannot  be  in  a  better  position  than  the  man 
himself  (k). 

So,  also,  may  a  remainderman  be  bound  by  acquiescence  (l). 
But  there  is  no  acquiescence,  if  the  remainderman  acts  in  a 
transaction  merely  as  the  attorney  of  the  tenant  for  life  (m). 

(t)  8  Ch.  D.  314.  (0  Shannon  v.  Bradstreet,  1  Sch.  & 

(k)  JValmesUy  v.   Booths  2    Atk.  Lef.  73. 

25  ;  Bellew  v.  Russellf  1   Ba.  &  Be.  (m)  Liebman  v.  Harcourt,  2  Mer. 

96.  520. 
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If  a  company  have  recognised  a  transfer  of  shares,  by  forfeit- 
ing the  shares  for  non-payment  of  calls,  they  lose  the  right  to 
set  aside  the  transfer,  or  to  deal  with  the  transferee  as  a  share- 
holder (n).  If  the  company,  before  the  winding-up,  have  re- 
cognised a  transfer  of  shares,  the  Court  will  not,  in  the  winding- 
up,  set  aside  the  transfer,  and  put  the  name  of  the  transferor  on 
the  list  of  contributories  (o). 

The  doctrine  of  acquiescence  applies  even  as  between  trustee 
Bxid  cestui  que  trust,  even  in  cases  of  express  trusts  (p).  A 
cestui  que  trust,  whose  interest  is  reversionary,  though  not 
bound  to  assert  his  title  until  he  comes  into  possession,  is  not 
less  capable  of  giving  his  assent  to  a  breach  of  trust  while  the 
interest  is  in  reversion  than  when  it  is  in  possession.  Whether 
he  has  done  so  or  not  depends  on  the  facts  of  each  particular 
case  (9). 


Chap.  VI. 
Beet.  8. 


SECTION  IV. — DELAY   AND   LAPSE  OF  TIME. 

The  mere  lapse  of  time  during  which  a  transaction  has  been 
allowed  to  stand  may  render  it  unimpeachable  in  equity.  A 
man  who  seeks  the  aid  of  the  Court  must  assert  his  claim  with 
reasonable  diligence  (r).  It  is  a  rule  of  equity  not  to  encourage 
stale  demands,  or  give  relief  to  parties  who  sleep  on  their  rights. 
The  rule  is  founded  on  the  difficulty  of  procuring  full  evidence 
of  the  character  and  particulars  of  remote  transactions,  and  is 
independent  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations  (a).     In  the  case  of 
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(n)  ChynowetKs  Ccue^  15  Ch.  D. 
20. 

(0)  lb. 

(p)  WaVur  V.  Synumds,  3  Sw.  64, 
76  ;  BurroiDs  v.  iralU,  5  D.  M.  &  Q. 
233  ;  Farrant  v.  Blanchford,  I  D.  J. 
&  a  107. 

{q)  Life  Association  of  Scotland  v. 
^iddally  3  D.  F.  &  J.  58,  73. 

(r)  Smith  V.  Clayy  cit.  3  Bro.  C.  C. 
639  ;  Jones  v.  TurberviUe^  2  Vea.  Jr. 
11  ;  Hercy  v.  Dinwoody,  ib.  87  ; 
Underwood  v.  Lord  Courtoion,  2  Sch. 


&  Lei  71 ;  Sickes  v.  Cooke,  4  Dow. 

16  ;  Chalmer  v.  Bradley,  IJ.  &  W. 
69  ;  Walford  v.  Adie,  5  Ha.  112. 

(s)  Hovenden  v.  Lord  Annesley,  2 
Sch.  &  Lef,  630 ;  Beckford  v.  Wade, 

17  Ves,  87 ;  Chalmer  v.  Bradley,  1  J. 
&  W.  63  ;  Hickes  v.  Cooke,  4  Dow- 
16 ;  Eancliffe  v.  Parkins,  6  Dow. 
149,  232;  WTialley  v.  JVhaUey,  3 
Bligh,  17  ;  CholmondeUy  v.  Clinton, 
4  Bligh,  119 ;  Sibhering  v.  Earl  of 
Balcarres,  3  Deg.  &  S.  735  ;  Brotme 
V.  Cross,  14  Beav.  105  ;  Hartwell  v. 
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legal  titles  and  legal  demaods,  Courts  of  Equity  act  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  Statutes  of  Limitations  (t) :  but  if  the  demand  is 
not  of  a  legal  nature,  or  is  strictly  equitable,  the  Statutes  of 
Limitations  are  not  a  bar  in  equity.  Courts  of  Equity,  however, 
look  to  them  as  guides  (u),  and  assimilate  their  rules  as  far  as 
they  can,  and  as  far  as  the  transactions  will  admit,  to  the  law  (a;). 
Where  a  bar  exists  by  statute,  equity  will,  in  analogous  cases, 
consider  the  equitable  rights  as  bound  by  the  same  limita- 
tions (y) :  but  in  cases  where  the  analogies  of  law  do  not  apply, 
a  Court  of  Equity  is  governed  by  its  own  inherent  docrine  not 
to  encourage  stale  demands.  Parties  who  would  have  had  the 
clearest  title  to  relief,  had  they  come  in  reasonable  time,  may 
deprive  themselves  of  their  equity  by  a  delay  which  falls  short 
of  the  period  fixed  by  the  statutes  (z).  Lapse  of  time,  when  it 
does  not  operate  as  a  positive  or  statutory  bar,  operates  in 
equity  as  an  evidence  of  assent,  acquiescence,  or  waiver  (a).   The 


Colviny  16  Beav.  140 ;  Beaden  v. 
King,  9  Ha.  532  ;  Knight  v.  Boioyer, 
2  D.  &  J.  421,  443;  Gresley  v. 
Moudey^  4  D.  &  J.  78  ;  Harcourt  v. 
White,  28  Beav.  312  ;  Skottowe  v. 
Williams,  3  D.  F.  &  J.  635.  < 

{t)  Hovenden  v.  Lord  AnnesUy,  2 
Sch.  &  Lei'.  631  ;  Fol&y  v.  Hill,  1 
Ph.  399  ;  Fulwood  v.  FuLvxxd,  9  Ch. 
D.  178  ;  GiJbhs  v.  Guild,  9  Q.  B.  D. 
59. 

(u)  Hamilton  v.  Grant,  3  Dow.  33  ; 
Whalley  v.  Whalley,  3  Bligh,  17  ; 
Knox  v.  Gye,  5  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca. 
666. 

(z)  Cholmondeley  v.  Clinton,  4 
Bligh,  1,  95  ;  Broohbank  v.  Smith,  2 
Y.  &  C.  60 ;  Knox  v.  Gye,  6  E.  &  I. 
App.  Ca.  666  ;  Gibbs  v.  Guild.,  9  Q. 
B.  D.  69. 

(y)  Smith  v.  Clay,  cit.  3  Bro.  C.  C. 
639  ;  Hovenden  v.  Lord  Annesley,  2 
Sch.  &  Lef.  607,  632  ;  Whalley  v. 
IVhaUey,  3  Bligh,  17  ;  Cholmondeley 
V.  Clinton,  4  Bligh,  1,  119  ;  Sibber- 
ing  V.  Earl  of  Balcarres,  3  Deg.  &  S. 
735  ;  Duke  of  Leeds  v.  Lord  AmJierst, 


2  Ph.  117  ;  Fulwood  v.  Fulwood,  9 
Ch.  D.  178. 

(a)  Oliver  Y.  CouH,  8  Pri.  167, 168  ; 
Gregory  v.  Gregory,  Coop.  201 ;  Hickes 
V.  Cooke,  4  Dow.  16  ;  Wlmlley  v. 
Whalley,  3  Bligh,  17  ;  CholnwndcUy 
V.  Clinton,  4  Bligh,  1, 96  ;  Champion 
V.  Eighy,  9  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  211  ; 
Sibbering  v.  Earl  of  Balcarres,  3  Deg. 
&  S.  735  ;  Roberts  v.  TunstaU,  4  Ha. 
257  ;  Browne  v.  Cross,  14  Beav.  106 ; 
HartweU  v.  Colvin,  16  Beav.  140  ; 
Baker  v.  Read,  18  Beav.  398  ;  Wright 
V.  Vanderplank,  8  D.  M.  &  G.  133  ; 
Gresley  v.  Mousley,  4  D.  &  J.  78  ; 
Lyddon  v.  Moss,  ib.  104  ;  Harcourt 
V.  White,  28  Beav.  312  ;  Clegg  v. 
Edmondson,  8  D.  M.  &  G.  810; 
Clanricarde  v.  Henning,  30  Beav. 
176  ;  Wentworth  v.  Lloyd,  32  Beav. 
467 ;  Dowries  v.  Jennings,  ib.  290 ; 
Thompson  v.  Eastwood,  2  App.  Ca. 
236. 

(a)  Pickering  v.  Lord  Stamford,  2 
Ves.  Jr.  683  ;  Gregory  v.  Gregory, 
Coop.  201  ;  Whalley  v.  WhaUey,  3 
Bligh,  1,  13  ;  RoberU  v.  TunstaU,  4 
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two  propositions  of  bar  by  length  of  time,  and  bar  by  acquies-      Chap.  VI. 

cence,  are  not  distinct  propositions.     They  constitute  but  one '■ 

proposition  (ft).     Acquiescence,  however,  as  distinguished  from 
delay,  imports  conduct  (c). 

"  The  doctrine  of  laches  in  a  Court  of  Equity,"  said  the  Court, 
in  Lindsey  Petroleum  Co.  v.  Hv/rd  (d),  "  is  not  an  arbitrary  or 
a  technical  doctrine.  Where  it  would  be  practically  unjust  to 
give  a  remedy,  either  because  the  party  has  by  his  conduct  done 
that  which  might  fairly  be  regarded  as  equivalent  to  an  evasion 
of  it,  or  where,  by  his  conduct  and  neglect  he  has,  though  per- 
haps not  waiving  that  remedy,  yet  put  the  other  party  in  a 
situation  in  which  it  would  not  be  reasonable  to  place  him^  if 
the  remedy  were  afterwards  to  be  asserted,  in  either  of  these 
cases  lapse  of  time  and  delay  are  most  material.  But  in  every 
case  if  an  argument  against  relief,  which  would  otherwise  be 
just,  is  founded  on  mere  delay,  that  delay,  of  course,  not  amount- 
ing to  a  bar  by  any  statute  of  limitations,  the  validity  of  that 
defence  must  be  tried  upon  principles  substantially  equitable. 

"Two  circumstances  always  important  in  such  cases  are  the 
length  of  the  delay,  and  the  nature  of  the  acts  done  during  the 
interval,  which  might  affect  either  party,  and  cause  a  balance  of 
justice  or  injustice  in  taking  the  one  course  or  the  other,  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  remedy.  If  the  situation  of  the  parties  has  in 
no  substantial  way  been  altered,  either  by  the  delay,  or  by  any- 
thing done  during  the  interval,  there  is  nothing  to  give  special 
importance  to  the  defence  founded  on  time." 

**  I  have  looked  in  vain,"  said  Lord  Blackburn,  in  Erlanger 
v.  New  Sombrero  Phosphate  Co.  (e),  "  for  any  authority  which 
gives  a  more  distinct  and  definite  rule  than  the  passage  just 
cited ;  and  I  think,  from  the  nature  of  the  inquiry,  it  must 
always  be  a  question  of  more  or  less  depending  on  the  degree 

Ha.  257  ;  lAfe  Association  of  Scotland,  See  Murray  v.  Palmer^  2  Sch.  &  Lef. 

^.  SiddaUy  3  D.  F.  &  J.  73.     See  486 ;   Archhold  v.   ScuUy,  9   H.   L. 

SteuKtrt's  Case,  1  Ch.  513.  360. 

(6)  Life  Association  of  Scotland  v.  (d)  L.   R.   5    P.    C.   240.      Lord 

SiddaU,  3  D.  F.  &  J.  7'S,per  Turner,  Selbome  was  present  at  the  hearing 

L.  J.  of  the  case. 

(c)  Lyddon  v.  Moss,  4  D.  &  J.  104.  (e)  3  App.  Ca.  1279. 
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C^.  VI.      of  diligence  which  might  reasonably  be  required,  and  the  degree 

of  change  which  has  occurred,  whether  the  balance  of  justice 

and  injustice  is  in  favour  of  granting  the  remedy,  or  withholding 
it.  The  determination  of  such  a  question  must  largely  depend 
on  the  turn  of  mind  of  those  who  have  to  decide,  and  must 
therefore  be  subject  to  uncertainty,  but  that  is  inherent  in 
the  nature  of  the  inquiry." 

The  eflfect  of  false  representation  is  not  got  rid  of  on  the 
^ound  that  the  person  to  whom  it  was  made  has  been  guilty 
of  negligence.  No  mere  delay  short  of  the  period  fixed  by  the 
Statute  of  Limitations  is  sufficient  to  deprive  a  man  of  his  righf 
to  rescind  on  the  ground  of  fraud  (/).  Nor  to  an  action  for 
damages  for  deceit  is  there  a  bar  arising  from  delay,  unless  the 
delay  is  such  as  would  bring  the  Statute  of  Limitations  applic- 
able to  the  case  into  operation  {g). 

The  rule  that  a  man  who  sleeps  on  his  rights  cannot  come  to 
a  Court  of  Equity  for  relief  holds  good,  not  only  in  circum- 
stances where  the  length  of  time  would  render  it  extremely 
difficult  to  ascertain  the  true  state  of  the  fact,  but  where  the 
true  state  of  the  fact  is  easily  ascertained,  and  where  it  is  per- 
fectly clear  that  relief  would  have  been  given  had  there  been 
no  delay  (A). 

No  precise  or  defined  limit  of  time  can  be  stated  within 
which  the  interposition  of  the  Court  must  be  sought.  What  is 
a  reasonable  time  cannot  well  be  defined  so  as  to  establish  any 
general  rule,  and  must  in  a  great  measure  depend  upon  the 
exercise  of  the  sound  discretion  of  the  Court  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  each  particular  case  (i).  In  Gregory  v.  Ore- 
gory  (k),  Sir  W.  Grant,  M.  R,  refused  to  set  aside  a  purchase 
by  a  trustee  after  a  lapse  of  eighteen  years.  So  in  Selsey  v. 
Shoadea  (l),  where  a  lease  was  granted  to  a  steward,  and  eleven 
years  had  elapsed,  the  Court  refused  to  set  the  lease  aside, 

(/)  Redgrave  v.  Hurd,  20  Ch.  D.  (t)  Gresley  v.  Mousley,  4  D.  &  J, 

13,  per  Jessel,  M.  R.  -  78  ;  BagnaU  v.  Carlton,  6  Ch.   D. 

(g)  Peek  v.  Oumey,  6  E.  &  I.  App.  371. 

Ca.  402,  per  Lord  Cairns.  (k)  Coop.  201. 

{h)  Beckford  v.  Wads,  17  Ves.  87,  (f)  2  Sim.  &  St  41  ;  1  Bligh,  N. 

97.  S.  1. 
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though  there  were  special  circumstaDces  in  the  case.    So  in      ^^^-  p* 

Baker  v.  Itead{m),  a  bill  filed  after  the  lapse   of  seventeen 

years  to  set  aside  a  purchase  of  a  testator's  estate  by  his 
executor,  at  an  undervalue,  was  dismissed  on  the  ground  of 
delay  (n).  But  in  Kempaon  v.  Ashhee  (o),  where  a  young  lady 
executed  a  bond  as  surety  to  secure  the  repayment  of  money 
by  her  stepfather,  and  some  years  afterwards  executed  a  secood 
bond  as  security  for  money  due  by  him,  the  Court  held  that 
she  was  entitled,  notwithstanding  the  lapse  of  thirteen  years 
from  the  date  of  the  first  bond,  to  have  the  bonds  delivered  up 
to  be  cancelled.  The  question  as  to  delay  luay  be  much 
affected  by  reference  to  the  nature  of  the  property  ( p),  or  to 
the  change  of  circumstances  as  to  the  character  or  value  of 
the  property  in  the  intermediate  period  (q).  A  delay  which 
might  have  been  of  no  consequence  in  an  ordinary  case,  may 
be  amply  sufficient  to  bar  the  title  of  relief,  when  the  pro- 
perty is  of  a  speculative  character,  or  is  subject  to  contingen- 
cies (r),  or  where  the  rights  and  liabilities  of  others  have  been 
in  the  meantime  varied  {a),  or  where  an  innocent  third  party 
has  acquired  an  interest  in  the  matter,  or  where  in  conse- 
quence of  the  delay  the  position  even  of  the  wrongdoer  is 
affected  (t).     If  the  property  is  of  a  speculative  or  precarious 


(m)  18  Beav.  398. 

(n)  See  Purcdl  v.  MacnamarOf  14 
Ves.  91 ;  Oliver  v.  Court,  8  Pri.  127  ; 
Molony  v.  VEstrange,  Beat.  406  ; 
Oillett  V.  Peppercorn,  3  Beav.  78  ; 
Roberts  v.  Twutall,  4  Ha.  257  ; 
Mathew  v.  Brise,  14  Beav.  343  ;  Asp- 
land  V.  JVatte,  20  Beav.  480  ;  AUfrey 
V.  AUfrey,  1  Mac.  &  G.  87  ;  BarweU 
V.  BarweU,  34  Beav.  371  ;  Potts  v. 
Surr,  ib.  543 ;  Proctor  v.  Rohinsonf 
35  Beav.  335. 

(o)  10  Ch.  15. 

Ip)  Hatch  V.  Eatck,  9  Ves.  292  ; 
Wright  v.  Vanderplank,  8  D.  M.  & 
G.  133;  Clegg  v.  Edmondson,  ib. 
807  ;  Ernest  v.  Vivian,  33  L.  J.  Ch. 
513. 

(})  Hickes  v.  Cooke^  4  Dow.  16  ; 


Wentworth  v.  Lhyd,  32  Beav.  467  ; 
Ridgvxiy  v.  Newstead,  3  D.  F.  &  J. 
474. 

(r)  AttiDood  V.  SmaU,  6  CI.  &  Fin, 
232,  357  ;  Waiford  t.  Adie,  5  Ha. 
112  ;  Prenderga^  v.  Turton,  1  Y.  & 
C.  C.  C.  98, 13  L.  J.  Ch.  268  ;  Clegg 
V.  Edmmdson,  8  D.  M.  &  G.  787 ; 
Clements  v.  HaU,  2  D.  &  J.  173; 
Ernest  v.  Vivian,  33  L.  J.  Ch.  513  ; 
Rule  V.  JeweU,  18  Ch.  D.  660. 

(s)  Ridgvxiy  v.  Newstead,  3  D.  F.  & 
J.  474.  Where  the  lapse  of  time 
has  not  altered  the  position  of  the 
parties  interested,  it  is  of  little  or  no 
importance.  WoUaston  v.  Tribe,  9 
£q.  50  ;  Lord  Beauchamp  y.  Winn^ 
6  £.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  232. 

(0  Clough    V.    London   d:   North 
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nature,  it  is  the  duty  of  a  man  complaining  of  fraud  to  put 
—  forward  his  complaint  at  the  earliest  possible  time(t^).     He 
cannot  be  allowed  to  remain  passive,  prepared  to  affirm  the 
transaction  if  the  concern  should  prosper,  or  to  repudiate  it  if 
that  should  prove  to  his  advantage  (x).     Paiiies  who  are  in  the 
position  of  shareholdei's  in  companies  must,  if  they  come  to  the 
Court  to  be  released  from  their  shares  on  the  ground  of  fraud, 
come  with  diligence  and  promptitude  {y).    A  man  indeed  who, 
after  being  fully  aware  of  the  false  representation  in  the  pro- 
spectus of  a  company,  by  which  he  has  been  induced  to  take 
shares,  delays  for  an  unreasonable  time  in  taking  proceedings 
to  have  his  name  removed  from  the  list  of  shareholders  cannot 
claim  to  be  entitled,  even  after  the  (creditors  are  paid,  to  be 
treated  as  between  himself  and  the  company,  as  if  he  were  not 
a  shareholder,  and  to  have  repayment  upon  that  footing  [z). 
So,  also,  in  the  case  of  companies  formed  under  the  Companies 
Act,  1862,  persons  who  apply  for  shares  on  the  faith  of  a  pro- 
spectus are  bound  to  ascertain  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
whether  the  memorandum  and  articles  of  association  are  in 
accordance  with  the  prospectus.     If  they  fail  to  do  so,  and  the 
objects  of  the  company  are  extended  beyond  those  described 
in  the  prospectus,  the  persons  who  have  so  taken  shares  on 
the  faith  of  the  prospectus  will  be  held  bound   by  acquies- 
cence (a). 

It  is  difficult  to  lay  down  any  general  rule  as  to  the  time 
within  which  an  objection  on  the  ground  of  misrepresentation 
in  the  prospectus  of  a  company  should  be  made  the  ground  of 


Western  Railway  Co.,  L.  R.  7  Exch. 
34,  supra,  p.  6. 

(u)  Jennings  v.  Broughton,  6   D. 
M.  &  G.  126 ;  Ernest  v.  Vivian,  33 
L.  J.  Ch.  513.     Comp.  Langham  v 
Eoft  Wheal,  dkc,  Mining  Co.,  37  L. 
J .  Ch.  253. 

(x)   Watford  v.  Adie,  5  Ha.  112; 

Prcndergast  v.  Turton,  13  L.  J.  Ch. 

'  268  ;  CmveU  v.  Watts,  19  L.  J.  Ch. 

455  ;  Lawrence's   Case,  2   Ch.  425  ; 

Rule  V.  Jewell,  18  Ch.  D.  660. 

(y)  Ogilvie  v.  Currie,  37  L.  J.  Ch. 


641  ;  Kisch  v.  Central  Railway  Co.  qf 
Ven^nela,  2  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  126  ; 
Reese  Ricer  Silver  Mining  Co.,  4  E. 
&  I..  App.  Ca.  64  ;  Kent  v.  Freehold 
Land;  <kc.,  Go,,  3  Ch.  493  ;  Sharpley 
V.  Louth  d:  East  Coast  Railway  Co.,  2 
Ch.  D.  685. 

(z)  Ogilvie  v.  Currie,  37  L.  J.  Ch. 
541. 

(a)  Oakes  v.  Turquand,  2  E.  &  I. 
App.  Ca.  352,  per  Lord  Chehnsford  ; 
Doumes  v.  Ship,  3  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca. 
343. 
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repudiation  of  shares  after  it  has  been  discovered.     In  every      Chap.  VI. 

.  .  Bfect.  4. 

case  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  circumstances  (6).     A  delay 

pending  the  hearing  and  decision  of  the  case  of  another  share- 
holder in  the  same  position,  agreed  to  be  taken  as  a  representa- 
tive case,  was  held  not  to  prejudice  the  party,  notwithstanding 
that  a  winding-up  order  intervened  (o).  So,  also,  in  a  case 
where,  before  the  winding-up  order,  a  large  number  of  the 
shareholders  repudiated  and  refused  to  pay  the  allotment 
money,  and  the  company  sent  out  a  ciicular  to  say  that  in 
consequence  of  the  proceedings  at  law  taken  by  one  of  the 
shareholders,  who  had  repudiated,  they  did  not  intend  to  sue 
them ;  it  was  held  that  one  of  the  number  who  had  repudiated 
was  not  debarred  from  taking  proceedings  to  have  his  name 
removed  from  the  list  of  shareholders  by  his  delay  in  not  taking 
proceedings  until  after  the  winding-up  order,  and  after  the  " 
result  of  the  trial  at  law  (d).  But  a  shareholder  who  did  not 
repudiate,  but  remained  silent,  and  attended  meetings,  and  took 
no  steps  in  the  matter  until  after  the  winding-up  order  and 
after  the  result  of  the  trial,  was  held  debarred  by  his  delay 
from  taking  proceedings  to  have  his  name  removed  from  the 
list  of  shareholders  (c). 

In  determining  whether  a  shareholder  has  acted  with  sufiS- 
cient  diligence  and  promptitude,  allowance  will  be  made  for  a 
reasonable  delay  in  taking  proceedings.  In  Kiech  v.  Central 
Railway  Co,  of  Venezuela  (/),  the  shareholder  who  repudiated 
spent  some  months  in  examining  the  books  and  in  investi- 
gating the  affairs  of  the  company,  after  first  being  put  on 
inquiry  and  before  bringing  his  action,  and  it  was  held  that  the 
time  so  employed  was  not  sufficient  to  bar  him  from  taking 
proceedings  against  the  company. 

In  Ogilvie  v.  Currie  (g),  on  the  other  hand,  where  shares  had 
been  allotted  to  a  man  in  June,  1865,  and  he  had  full  know- 
ledge of  the  misrepresentations  in  the  prospectus  on  the  30th  of 

(6)  Ogilvie  v.  Currie,  37  L.  J.  Ch.  («;)  Ashley's  Case,  9  Eq.  263. 

644, per  Lord  Cairns.  (/)  3  D.  J.  &  S.  122,  2  E.  &  L 

(c)  Patches  Case,  4  Ch.  497.  App.  Ca.  100. 

Id)  M'NeiWs  Case,  10  Eq.  507.  (g)  37  L.  J.  Ch.  541. 
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May  followiog,  but  took  no  steps  to  repudiate  his  shares  till  the 
21st  of  July,  it  was  held  that  he  was  barred  by  his  delay. 

The  question  as  to  delay  may  be  also  materially  affected  by 
reference  to  the  relation  which  subsists  between  the  parties.  A 
delay  which  might  be  available  by  way  of  defence  to  persons 
not  under  any  fiduciary  relation  or  obligation  may  not  be 
available  to  those  who  are  affected  by  a  fiduciary  relation  or 
obligation  (A).  If,  for  instance,  the  transaction  be  between 
solicitor  and  client,  a  delay  which  would  be  fatal  in  other  cases 
may  be  permitted,  for  the  solicitor  must  know  that  the  onus  of 
feu^^porting  the  transaction  will  rest  on  him,  and  that,  if  he 
desire  it  to  be  upheld,  he  must  preserve  the  evidence  which 
will  be  required  to  uphold  it  (i). 

The  rules  of  the  Court  as  to  lapse  of  time  being  a  bar  in 
equity  apply  to  cases  of  constructive  trust  (j),  and  even  to 
transactions  between  trustee  and  cestui  que  trust  in  respect  of 
the  trust  estate  (k),  as  well  as  to  ordinary  transactions.  Length 
of  time  can,  however,  have  no  effect  between  trustee  and  cestui 
que  h^ust,  except  the  trusts  are  properly  executed  (J),  There  is 
a  wide  distinction  between  trusts  which  are  actual  and  express 
and  constructive  trusts.  A  trust  by  which  a  man  undertakes 
to  hold  and  apply  property  for  the  benefit  of  another  is 
widely  different  from  the  case  of  ownership,  subject  to  the 
claims  of  another,  if  he  thinks  proper  to  enforce  it  (m).  In  the 
case  of  a  bribe  received  or  profit  made  by  a  person  in  a  fidu- 
ciary position,  the  cestui  que  trust  who  is  wronged  is  not  barred 
by  any  length  of  time,  so  long  as  that  wrong  is  concealed  from 


Qi)  Lindsey  Fetrolevm  Go.  v.  Hurd^ 
L.  R.  5  P.  C.  242 ;  Erlanger  v.  New 
iiomhrero  Phospliate  Co.,  3  App.  Ca. 
12-J8. 

(i)  Gresley  v.  Mons^ey,  4  D.  &  J. 
7H.  See  M' Donald  v.  M'Donald,  1 
ISligh,  315 ;  Morgan  v.  Lewes,  4 
Dow.  29,  45  ;  Champion  v.  Righy,  9 
L.  J,  Ch.  N.  S.  211  ;  Allfrey  v. 
Allfrey,  1  Mac.  &  G.  87.  Coinp. 
Lyddon  v.  Moss^  4  D.  &  J.  104. 

(j)  Hovcnden  v.  Lord  Annctiley,  2 
Scb.  &  Lef.  633  ;  Bedford  v.  fVadc, 


17  Ves.  97  ;  Ex  parU  Hasell,  3  Y.  & 
C.  617  ;  Clegg  v.  Edmondson,  8  D. 
M.  &  G.  787^;  Glanricarde  v.  Hen- 
ning,  30  Beav.  180. 

(k)  Gregory  v.  Gregory,  Coop.  201  ; 
Roberts  v.  Tunstall,  4  Ha.  257  ;  Baker 
V.  Read,  18  Beav.  398  ;  Banoell  v. 
Barwellf  34  Beav.  371 ;  hut  aee  Smith 
V.  Bakes,  20  Beav.  568. 

(l)  Franks  v.  Bollans,  37  L.  J.  Ch. 
155. 

(m)  Toft  V.  Stephenson,  7  Ha.  15. 
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nim  by  the  wrongdoer ;  but  a  Court  of  equity  will,  whether  by 
analogy  or  in  obedience  to  the  Statute  of  Limitations,  hold  the  - 
claim  barred,  if  the  cestui  que  trust  stands  by  and  takes  no 
proceedings  for  six  years  from  the  time  when  be  became  aware 
of  it.  The  money  sought  to  be  recovered  in  such  a  case  is  in 
no  sense  the  money  of  the  cestui  que  trust,  unless  it  is  made  so 
by  a  decree  founded  on  the  act  by  which  the  trustee  got  the 
money  into  his  hands.  The  case  is  different  from  that  of  a 
cestui  que  trust  seeking  to  recover  money  which  was  his  own 
before  an  act  wrongfully  done  by  the  trustee  (ti).  In  the  case 
of  continuing  express  timsts,  created  by  act  of  parties,  no  time 
is  a  bar,  for  from  the  privity  existing  between  the  parties,  the 
possession  of  the  one  is  the  possession  of  the  other,  and  there  is 
no  adverse  title  (o).  Nor  is  length  of  time  a  bar  where  a  debt 
has  accrued  in  consequence  of  a  violation  of  confidence  be* 
stowed  in  a  fiduciary  character  ( p).  But  if  the  trust,  though 
express,  be  not  continuous,  and  the  case  b^  one  of  gross  laches, 
the  general  rule  of  equity,  that  encouragement  is  not  to  be 
given  to  stale  demands,  is  equally  applicable  (g). 

If  there  be  laches  on  both  sides,  the  ordinary  rules  as  to  delay 
and  acquiescence  may  not  apply  (r). 

Time,  however,  does  not  begin  to  run  against  a  man  in  cases 
of  fraud,  until  he  has  knowledge  of  the  fraud.  Time  begins  to 
ran  only  from  the  discovery  («).  The  Statute  of  Limitations  is 
no  bar  in  equity  in  cases  of  fraud  (Q.  The  right  of  the  party 
defrauded  is  not  aflfected  by  lapse  of  time,  or,  generally  speaking, 


Chap.  VI. 
Sect.  4. 


(n)  Metropolitan  Bank  v.  Hdron,  6 
Exch.  D.  323. 

(o)  Cholmonddey  v.  Clinton^  4Bligh, 
1  ;  Wedderbum  v.  JVedderbum,  2 
Keen,  749,  4  M.  &  C.  41  ;  Knight  v. 
Boipyer,  2  D.  &  J.  421,  443  ;  CUinri- 
carde  v.  Henrdng,  30  Beav.  176.  See 
Att.'Getu  V.  Fishmongers*  Co.,  5  M.  & 
C.  16  ;  Life  Asnociation  of  Scotland 
y,Siddall,'6  F.  &  J.  58, 73  ;  M'Donnell 
v.  JVhite,  1 1  H.  L.  570.  See  Franks 
V,  Bollans,  37  L  J.  Ch.  155. 

(p)  Teed  v.   Beere,  5  Jiir.  N.  S. 
381. 


(q)  Bright  v.  Legerton,  2  D.  F.  & 
J.  606  ;  Harston  v.  I'enison,  20  Ch. 
D.  120.  See  McDonnell  v.  irhite, 
11  H.  L.  570. 

(r)  Hicks  v.  Movant,  2  Bow.  &  CI. 
414. 

(s)  Blennerhassett  v.  Day,  2  Ba.  & 
Be.  129  ;  Blair  v.  Bromley,  5  Ha. 
559,  2  Ph.  360  ;  AUfrey  v.  Allfrey,  1 
Mac.  &  J.  99  ;  WaUham  v.  Stainion, 
1  D.  J.  &  G.  678  ;  He  Reese  River 
Silver  Mining  Co,,  Smith's  Case,  2  Ch. 
613. 

(t)  Slurgis  v.  Morse^  24  Beav.  541^ 
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by  anything  done  or  omitted  to  be  done,  so  long  as  lie  remains, 
without  any  fault  of  his  own,  in  ignorance  of  the  fraud  that  has 
been  committed  (u).  Lapse  of  time  imputed  as  laches  may  be 
excused  by  the  obscurity  of  the  transaction,  whereby  a  man  is 
disabled  from  obtaining  full  information  of  his  rights  (x).  Time 
does  not  begin  to  run  against  a  man,  so  as  to  bar  the  remedy, 
until  he  has  full  information  of  his  rights  and  injuries  (j/),  or 
has  in  his  possession  full  means  of  knowledge  (z),  or  might  by 
the  exercise  of  reasonable  diligence  have  obtained  evidence  of 
the  fraud  (a),  or,  at  least,  has  sufficient  notice  to  put  him  on 
inquiry  (6),  and,  in  cases  where  the  transaction  has  taken 
place  under  pressure,  or  the  exercise  of  undue  influence,  is 
emancipated  from  the  dominion  under  which  he  stood  at  the 
date  of  the  transaction  (o).  The  objection  of  time  is  removed,  so 
long  as  a  man  remains,  without  any  fault  of  his  own,  in 
ignorance  of  his  rights  and  injuries  (d),  or  is  under  a  legal  dis- 
ability (e),  or  so  long  as  the  dominion  or  undue  influence  which 


(u)  Rolfe  V.  Gregory,  4  D.  J.  A  S. 
679.  See  Allfrey  v.  Allfrey,  1  Mac. 
&  G.  99. 

{x)  Murray  v.  Palmer^  2  Sch.  & 
Lef.  486  ;  Erlanger  v.  New  Sombrero 
Phosphate  -Co.,  3  App.  Ca.  1231. 

(«/)  SaUceld  v.  VemoTif  1  Eden,  64 ; 
Bleiinerhassett  v.  Day^  2  Ba.  &  Be. 
104,  119;  TFhalley  v.  WTuUley,  3 
Bligh,  1  ;  O'Neill  v.  Hamill,  Beat 
618  ;  Trevelyan  v.  Charter,  4  L.  J. 
Ch.  N.  S.  209  ;  Charter  v.  Trevelyan^ 
11  CI.  &  Fin.  .714  ;  Browne  v.  Cross, 
14  Beav.  106  ;  Parker  v.  Bhxam,  20 
Beav.  295  ;  Savery  v.  King,  5  H.  L. 
627. 

(»)  Browns  v.  M'Clintock,  6  E.  & 
I.  App.  Ca.  456  ;  Redgra/ve  v.  Hurd, 
20  Ch.  D.  13.  The  fact,  however,  that 
a  man  has  the  means  of  knowledge 
is  not  the  same  thing  as  knowledge, 
if  no  culpable  negligence  can  be  im- 
puted to  him.  Earl  Beaxuhamp  v. 
Winn,  6  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  233. 

(a)  Chetham  v.  Hoare,  9  Eq.  571  ; 


Vane  v.  Vane,  8  Ch.  383  ;  JVUlis  V. 
Lord  Howe,  50  L.  J.  Ch.  4. 

(6)  Clanricarde  v.  Ilenning,  30 
Beav.  175  ;  Spachman's  Ca^se,  34  L. 
J.  Ch.  321,  326  ;  Stanhope's  Case,  1 
Ch.  161. 

(c)  Gregory  v.  Gregory,  Coop  201  ; 
Addis  V.  Campbell,  4  Beav.  401  ; 
Champion  v.  Righy,  9  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S. 
211  ;  Bellamy  v.  Sabine,  2  Ph.  425  ; 
Grosvenor  v.  Sherratt,  28  Beav.  659  ; 
Sharp  V.  LecLch,  31  Beav.  491  ;  Kemp- 
son  V.  Ashhee,  10  Ch.  15. 

(d)  Trevelyan  v.  Charter,  4  L.  J.  Ch. 
N.  S.  209  ;  Charter  v.  Trevelyan,  11 
CI.  &  Fin.  714  ;  Allfrey  v.  Allfrey,  1 
Mac.  &  G.  87  ;  Bolfe  v.  Gregory,  4  D. 
J.  &  S.  579  ;  SpachmaWs  Case,  34  L. 
J.  Ch.  329  ;  Stanliope^s  Case,  1  Ch. 
161. 

(e)  Duke  of  Leeds  v.  Lord  Amherst, 
2  Ph.  117  ;  Neesom  v.  Clarkson,  2  Ha. 
163  ;  Wright  v.  Vanderplank,  8  D. 
M.  &  G.  133  ;  Gresley  v.  Mousley,  4 
D.  &  J.  78. 
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vitiated  the  transaction  is  in  full  force  (/).     The  mere  fact,      Chap.  yi. 

^•^  '  Sect.  4. 

however,  of  the  poverty  or  pecuniary  embarrassment  of  the 

injured  or  defrauded  party,  is  not  a  suflScient  excuse  for  delay  (gr) : 
nor  will  the  mere  notice  or  assertion  of  a  claim,  unaccompanied 
by  any  act  to  give  it  eflTect,  keep  alive  a  right  which  would  be 
otherwise  barred  (h). 

The  right  of  any  person  to  bring  a  suit  in  equity  for  the 
recovery  of  any  land  or  rent  of  which  he  or  any  person  through 
whom  he  claims  may  have  been  deprived  by  such  fraud  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  first  accrued  at  and  not  before  the  time  at 
which  such  fraud  shall  or  with  reasonable  diligence  might  have 
been  first  known  or  discovered  (i). 

Laches  may  be  set  up  against  a  company  as  well  as  against 
an  individual.  In  considering  the  question  of  laches  when  set 
up  against  a  company  the  Court  cannot  divest  itself  of  the 
knowledge  that  a  corporation  is  an  aggregate  of  individuals. 
The  knowledge  of  one  shareholder  is  not  the  knowledge  of 
the  others,  but  great  injustice  might  sometimes  be  done,  if  it 
were  held  that  when  it  is  shown  that  all  the  shareholders  who 
paid  reasonable  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  company  had 
notice  sufficient  to  make  it  laches  in  them  not  to  act  promptly, 
there  could  be  no  laches  in  the  company,  unless  the  notice  was 
brought  home  to"  the  company  in  its  corporate  capacity.  But  at 
the  same  time  it  should  be  recollected  that  shareholders  who 
seek  to  set  aside  a  contract  made  by  the  governing  body  have 
practically  first  to  change  that  governing  body,  and  must  have 
time  to  do  so  (k). 

Those,  on  the  other  hand,  who  deal  inequitably  with  a  com- 
pany  know  that  it  must  be  necessarily  alow  in  its  proceedings, 
and  are  not  entitled  to  complain  that  time  elapses,  and  that  it  is 
not   desirable  to   lay   down  such  a  rule  as  would  practically 

(/)   Wright  V.  Vanderplank,  8  D.  639. 

M.  &  Q.  133  ;  Gresley  v.  Mou$Uy,  4  Qi)  Clegg  v.  EdmondsoUy  8  D.  M.  & 

D.  &  J.  78  ;  Sharpy.  Leach, 31  Beav.  G.  787  ;  Ernest  v.  Vimcin,  33  L.  J. 

491  ;  Kempson  v.  Ashhee,  10  Ch.  15.  Ch.  513. 

(g)  Roberta  v.  Tunstall,  4  Ha.  257  ;  (i)  3  &  4  Wil.  IV.  c.  27,  s.  26. 

Champion  v.  Righy,  Taml.  421,  9  L.  (k)  Erlanger  v.  New  Sombrero  Phos- 

J.  Ch.  N.  S.  211.     Ij^ee  Hovenden  v.  phute  Co.,  3  App.  Ca.  1280,  per  Lord 

Lord  Annesley,  2  Sch.  &  Lef.  607,  Blackburn. 
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Chap.  VL      deprive   a  company  when   defrauded  of  relief;  and  this  is  a 

reason  against  considering  a  company  as  precluded  from  that 

relief  to  which  it  would  be  otherwise  entitled  on  account  of  delay 
unless  the  delay  is  excessive  (l). 

"  I  can  find  no  case/'  said  Lord  Blackburn  (l),  "  in  which 
even  a  private  individual  has  been  precluded  by  mere  delay, 
except  where  the  delay  has  been  much  greater  than  in  this 
case.  In  Prendergast  v.  Turt(m{m)  nine  years  elapsed,  in 
Clegg  v.  Edmondson  (n)  nearly  as  long ;  and  in  both  cases  the 
plaintiff  had  lain  by  whilst  the  defendants  were  investing  money 
in  the  mine,  until  that  investment  proved  remunerative.  It 
was  clearly  not  equitable  to  leave  the  defendants  to  all  the  risk 
of  loss  and  claim  to  themselves  a  profit,  and  this  seems  to  be 
what  Lord  Eldon  principally  relied  on  in  Norway  v.  Row  (o). 
In  the  present  case  there  is  no  ground  for  imputing  to  the 
plaintiff  what  Lord  Lyndhurst  in  Prendergaat  v.  Turton  calls  a 
conditional  acquiescence.  As  it  is  pointed  out  in  Clarke  v. 
Hart  ip)  there  was  in  Prendergast  v.  Turton  very  nearly  if  not 
quite  a  legal  defence.  Here,  taking  the  time  at  which  the 
active  shareholders  were  put  upon  exerting  diligence  to  be 
February,  there  was  not  quite  nine  months  before  the  filing  of 
the  bill.  That  is  not  very  long  for  getting  the  majority  of 
shareholders  to  make  an  inquiry,  turn  out  the  board,  and  get 
proper  advice  before  instituting  a  suit ;  and  having  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  company  once  had  the  right  to  this  relief, 
I  think  the  burden  is  on  the  defendant  to  show  that  the  company 
have  precluded  themselves  from  the  relief  to  which  they  had  a 
rififht." 

When  time  has  once  begun  to  run  against  a  man,  all  persons 
who  derive  their  right  through  him  will  be  affected  with  the 
disabilities  which  affected  him  (q).  Nor  can  the  representatives 
of  a  man  be  in  a  better  position  than  the  man  himself  (r).    A 

(0  3  App.  Ca.  1282.  J.  CJh.  513.     See  Murray  v.  Palmer, 

(m)  1  Y.  &  C.  C.  C.  98.  2  Sch.  &  Lef.    488  ;    Wlialley   v. 

(n)  8  D.  M.  &  G.  789.  mialley,  3  Bligh,  1. 

(o)  19  Ves.  144.  (r)  SkotUnve  v.  WiUiam*,  3  D.  F. 

(p)  6  H.  L.  658.  &  J.  535.    Seei^e^^  v.  BdleWy  1  Ba. 

(g)  Clanricarde    v.    Hennin^,  30      &  Be.  96. 

Beav.  175  ;  Ernest  v.   Viviany  33  L. 
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remainderman  may  during  the  life  of  the  tenant  for  life  file  a      Chap.  VI. 

bill  to  impeach  a  sale  under  a  decree,  but  he  is  not  barred  by 

laches,  if  he  waits  until  the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life  («). 


SECTION   V. — PURCHASE  FOR  VALUE  WITHOUT  NOTICE. 

The  right  to  impeach  a  transaction  on  the  ground  of  fraud        Sect.  5. 
has  no  place  as  against  third  parties,  who  have  paid  money  and  wiiere  equities 
acquired  a  legal  right  to  property,  without  notice  of  the  fraud.  ^^^^^vl^T^ 
As  against  a  purchaser  for  valuable  consideration  without  notice, 
having  the  legal  title,  no  relief  can  be  had  in  equity.     If  a  man 
has  paid  his  money  in  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  another  party 
has  an  equitable  claim  to  the  property,  a  court  of  equity  will 
not  deprive  him  of  the  benefit  of  his  legal  title,  even  although 
his   equitable  claim   be   of  later  date  than  that  of  the  other 
party  (f).   The  rule  that  a  man  who  advances  money  bond  fide, 
and  without  notice  of  the  infirmity  of  the  title  of  the  seller,  will 
be  protected  in  equity,  applies  equally  to  real  estate,  chattels, 
and  personal  estate  (u).     The  rule  is  subject  to  no  exceptions 
even  in  favour  of  charities  (a?). 

A  purchaser  for  valuable  consideration  without  notice  of  any 
defect  in  his  title,  or  of  the  existence  of  any  prior  equitable 
incumbrance  at  the  time  when  he  advanced  his  money,  may  buy 
in  or  obtain  any  outstanding  legal  estate,  not  held  upon  express 
tnist  for  an  adverse  claimant,  or  a  judgment,  or  any  other  legal 
advantage,  the  possession  of  which  may  be  a  protection  to  him- 
self or  an  embarrassment   to  other  claimants  (y).     But  if  a 


(s)  Botoen  v.  EvanSf  I  J.  &  L.  265. 

(t)  Lloyd  V.  PoBsingham,  Coop. 
152 ;  AtL'Gen,  v.  Flint,  4  Ha.  156  ; 
Blackie  v,  Clark,  15  Beav.  595  ; 
Cobbett  V.  Brock,  20  Beav.  528 ; 
Dawion  v.  Prince,  2  D.  &  J.  41  ; 
Dodds  V.  HiUs,  2  H.  &  M.  424  ; 
FUcher  v.  Rawlins,  7  Ch.  271.  See 
Eyre  v.  Burmester,  10  H.  L.  90. 

(u)  Joyce  v.  De  Moleyns,  2  J.  &  L. 
377  ;  Dawson  v.  Prince,  8  D.  &  J. 
49  ;  Dodds  v.  Hilhy  2  H.  &  M.  424. 


See  Case  v.  Jamus,  29  Beav.  512. 

(«)  Att-Gm.  V.  Wilkins,  17  Beav. 
293. 

(y)  Saunders  v.  Dehew,  2  Vem. 
471  ;  WUloughby  v.  WiiUmghtnj,  1 
T.  R.  763  ;  Jerrard  v.  Saunders,  2 
Ves.  Jr.  458  ;  Maundrell  v.  Maun-' 
drdl,  10  Vea.  246  ;  Hughes  v.  Garner^ 
2  Y.  &  C.  328  ;  BaUs  v.  Johnson, 
John.  304  ;  Slwrples  v.  Adams,  32 
Beav.  213 ;  Monckton  v.  Bradddl,  I. 
R.  7  E([.  43. 
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c^P-  ^«      had  lent  trust  money  on  mortgage  (the  mortgage  deed  men- 

tioning  that  it  was  trust  money),  acting  m  concert  with  the 

mortgagor,  procured  the  advance  of  money  for  which  the  second 
mortgage  was  granted  by  suppressing  wholly  the  existence  of 
the  first  moi-tgage,  and  representing  the  mortgagor  as  still 
seised  of  his  original  legal  estate.  The  second  mortgagees  thus 
took  their  security  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  existence  of  the 
former.  In  that  state  of  things,  the  first  mortgagee  having  both 
priority  of  time  and  the  legal  estate,  his  precedency  seemed  in- 
contestable :  but  a  curious  thing  transpired  and  not  until  after 
the  institution  of  the  suit.  It  appeared  that  on  the  day  of 
the  date  of  the  second  moi-tgage,  but  before  the  execution, 
of  it,  the  first  mortgagee  had  executed  a  deed  by  which,  in  con- 
sideration of  a  part  payment  by  the  mortgagor  on  foot  of  tho 
first  mortgage,  he,  the  first  mortgagee,  reconveyed  a  part  of  the 
mortgaged  premises,  by  which  means  at  the  time  of  the  execu- 
tion of  the  second  mortgage,  the  mortgagor  had  got  back  in  law 
again  his  legal  estate  in  that  part,  which  accordingly  passed  to 
the  second  mortgagee.  The  existence  of  this  deed,  as  well  as  of 
the  first  mortgage,  was  wholly  unknown  to  him.  When  it  was 
discovered,  he  claimed  the  benefit  of  the  legal  estate  which 
accident  had  thus  thrown  upon  him ;  and  the  question  was, 
whether,  inasmuch  as  to  deduce  his  title  to  it,  he  must  rely  on 
the  first  mortgage  and  the  reconveyance  of  it,  which  on  the  face 
of  them  disclosed  the  trusts  of  the  settlement  which  bound  the 
mortgage  money,  the  case  was  not  governed  by  Lord  Hatherley's 
decision  in  Carter  v.  Carter  (m),  and  so  his  plea  be  excluded. 
But  the  decision  was  that,  inasmuch  as,  when  he  took  his  mort- 
gage, he  was  wholly  innocent  of  notice  of  the  first  mortgage,  or 
its  trusts,  he  was  entitled  to  rely  on  the  windfall  which  wholly 
without  his  knowledge  had  fallen  to  him  in  the  shape  of  this 
accidental  legal  estate,  and  that  the  notice  which  did  not  ccyne 
to  him  until  after  his  purchase  had  been  completed  was 
immaterial. 

Lord  Hatherley  concurred  with  the  Lords  Justices  in  the 
judgment  in  PUcher  v.  Rawlins,  but  said  the  case  differed  in 
many  respects  from  Carter  v.  Carter,  inasmuch  as  the  ceMuia 

(m)  3  K.  &  J.  617. 
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gti«  trustent  by  their  negligence  in  allowing  the  trustee  who  was      ^*p-  ^^ 

Sect.    Om 


originally  one  of  three  to  become  sole  trustee  had  put  it  into  his  - 
power  to  commit  a  fraud,  and  inasmuch  as  the  mortgagee  had 
acquired  the  legal  estate  and  entered  into  possession  of  the 
property  without  notice  of  the  prior  charge.  He  adhered  to  his 
decision  in  Carter  v.  Garter,  though  it  was  disapproved  of  by 
the  Lords  Justices,  and  said :  "  I  know  of  no  case  before  or  since 
Carter  v.  Carter  in  which  the  legal  estate  so  conveyed  to  the 
purchaser  was  held  by  the  vendor  on  express  trusts  appearing 
on  the  face  of  the  only  instrument  under  which  the  vendor  could 
make  a  complete  title,  so  that  a  trustee  of  a  settlement  com- 
prising estates  of  any  magnitude  and  being  in  possession  on 
behalf  of  a  minor,  for  instance,  could  by  forging  a  conveyance 
pass  an  indefeasible  title  to  a  purchaser  "  (n). 

Lord  Justice  Mellish  thought  that  if  Carter  v.  Carter  was  to 
be  supported,  it  must  be  on  the  ground  that  there  were  such 
peculiar  circumstances  in  the  case  as  to  make  it  inequitable  that 
the  purchaser  should  be  allowed  to  rely  upon  the  second  will. 
But  he  said  that  he  was  of  opinion  that  "  where  a  trustee  in 
breach  of  trust  conveys  away  a  legal  estate  which  he  possesses  and 
that  legal  estate  comes  into  the  possession  of  a  purchaser  for  value 
without  notice,  that  purchaser  can  hold  the  property  against 
the  cestui  que  trust  who  was  defrauded  by  the  conveyance  of 
the  trustee  ;  and  that  it  makes  no  difference  whatever  that  if  the 
purchaser  is  challenged  in  a  Court  of  law  and  an  action  of  eject- 
ment is  brought  against  him,  he  may  have  to  rely  upon  some 
deed  which  was  in  fact  concealed  from  him  and  of  which  he  had 
neither  knowledge  nor  the  means  of  knowledge "  (o).  Lord 
Justice  James  dissented  unequivocally  from  Carter  v.  Carter, 
and  asserted  the  broader  doctrine  given  above. 

The  protection  from  getting  in  the  legal  estate  extends  even  Protection  of 

J  .     .  I         .  I       .    legal  estate  ex- 

to  cases   where   the  apparent  or  asserted  equitable  title  is  tends  to  cases 
deduced  through  a  forged  instrument  {p)  ;  provided  the  asserted  J^  noTufe^in 

equity, 
(n)  See  Monckton  v.  Bradddl,  I.      152  ;  Bowen  v.  Evayis,  IJ.  &  L.  264  ; 

R.  7  Eq.  43.  Lloyd  v.  Attwood,  3  D.  &  J.  655  ; 

(o)  7  Ch.  274.  Manckton  v.  Bradddl,  I.  R.  7  Eq.  43. 

(|))  Jimes  V.  P&wles,  3  M.  &  K.  Comp.  Esdaile  v.  La  Nairn,  1  Y.  & 

681  ;  Dawstm  v.  Pnnce,  2  D.  &  J.  C.  400. 
41.    See  Lloyd  v.  Passingham,  Coop. 
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Chap.  VI.      or  apparent  title  of  the  party  from  whom  it  was  derived  was 
^^  ^'       clothed  with  possession  (q).     If  the  asserted  or  apparent  title  is 


deduced  through  a  forged  instrument,  or  through  an  instrument 
which  has  been  obtained  by  a  trick  or  a  cheat,  the  doctrine  of 
purchase  for  value  without  notice  cannot  apply,  unless  the  party 
from  whom  the  title  is  deduced  had  taken  possession,  and  being 
in  possession,  as  apparent  owner,  had  sold  and  conveyed  for 
value  (r). 

To  raise  the  equity  of  purchase  for  value  without  notice,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  prove  possession.  It  is  enough  that  the  purchase 
be  from  an  apparent  owner  who  was  actually  in  possession  (»). 
If,  however,  an  instrument,  which  purports  to  convey  a  legal 
estate  or  interest,  be  a  forged  instrument,  no  title  can  be 
acquired  under  it.  A  man  who  takes  under  such  an  instrument 
has  no  title  at  all,  and  cannot  claim  as  a  purchaser  without 
notice  (t).  If  the  indorsement  on  a  bill  of  exchange  be  foi-ged, 
it  is  the  same  as  if  there  were  no  indorsement  at  all ;  nor  will  a 
real  indorsement  by  the  payee  after  the  bill  has  arrived  at 
maturity,  give  the  holder  any  title,  if  the  original  indorsement 
was  a  forgery  {u). 
Notice  of  another     The  legal  estate  will  not  protect  a  purchaser  against  the 

having  better  i    •  /•  i  •  •   i  •  •  ^ 

right  to  call  for  claims  of  persons  whose  pnor  nght  to  its  protection  was  known 
i^ce^f'all"'  *^  ^^^  before  completion  of  the  purchase,  even  although  the 
equities.  extent  of  such  claims  were  unknown :  for  instance,  when  A., 

knowing  that  B.  had  a  charge  on  the  property,  accepted  a  mort- 
gage of  the  estate,  relying  on  the  mortgage's  covenant,  and  then 
got  in  an  old  outstanding  term  of  years,  it  was  held  that  B.,  having 
in  respect  of  A's  notice  of  the  first  incumbrance,  a  preferable 
right  to  require  an  assignment  of  the  term,  was  entitled  to 
priority  not  only  in  respect  of  such  first  incumbrance,  but  also 
in  respect  of  a  subsequent  charge  of  which  A.  had  no  notice  at 

(q)  Jones  v.  PowleSy  3  M.   &  K.  Ogilvie  v.  Jeaffreson,  2  Qiif.  379. 
596  ;   Ogilvie  v.  Jeaffreson,  2  Giff.  (t)  EsdaUe  v  La  Navze,  1  Y.  &  C. 

380.     See  Cotiam  v.  Eastern  Counties  399  ;  Johnston  v.  Benton,  9  Eq.  181. 

Railway  Go,,  1  J.  &  H.  248  ;  Young  See  Gottam  v.  Eastern  Counties  Rail- 

V.  Young,  3  Eq.  801.  way  Co.,  IJ.  &  H.  248. 

(r)  Ogilme  v.  Jeaffreson,   2   Giif.  (w)  Esdaile  v.  La  Nauze,  1  Y.  &  C. 

380.  399. 

(s)  JVallwynn  v.  Lee,  9  Ves.  24 ; 
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the  date  of  his  advance  {x).    So  where  a  man  bought  a  freehold      ^*p-  VI. 
messuage  which  was  subject  to  three  mortgages,  two  only  of — — 


which  were  disclosed  to  him,  and  took  an  assignment  and  paid 
the  purchase  money  by  cheque,  but  shortly  afterwards  having 
some  misgiving  stopped  the  cheque  and  then  for  the  first  time 
had  actual  notice  of  the  third  incumbrance,  but  eventually  under 
threats  of  legal  proceedings  allowed  the  cheque  to  be  paid  to  the 
vendor,  it  was  held  that  he  was  not  a  purchaser  without  notice 
and  that  he  was  bound  to  redeem  the  third  mortgage  {y).  In 
one  case  a  transfer  of  shares  to  a  mortgagee  who  had  do  notice 
of  a  trust  affecting  them  was  upheld,  notwithstanding  that  he 
received  notice  before  the  transfer  was  registered  (z). 

A  purchaser  by  paying  off  and  getting  in  a  legal  estate  from  UMatisfied 
an  unsatisfied  mortgagee  may  hold  it  as  against  all  mesne  in- 
cumbrances of  which  he  had  no  notice  at  the  time  of  completion, 
and  this  may  be  done  pendente  lite  at  any  time  before  decree 
to  settle  priorities  (a).     But  an  equitable  incumbrancer  cannot  Legal  estate  of 

/I.  ..  ..         m  •  'xii-  1  t.^*     bare  trustee. 

after  receiving  notice  of  a  pnor  equitable  mcumbrance  obtain 
priority  over  it  by  getting  in  a  legal  estate  from  a  bare 
trustee  (6). 

The  doctrine  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  notice,  does  not  affect  Person  affected 
a  title  derived  from  another  person,  in  whose  hands  it  stood  free  benefit  of  want  of 
from  any  such  taint.    A  purchaser  will  not  be  affected  by  notice  m^^teVur^'^ 
of  an  equitable  claim,  if  he  purchase  from  a  vendor  who  him-  chaser, 
self  bought  bond  fide  without  notice  (c).    A  bond  fide  purchaser 
for  value  without  notice  has  a  right  to  convey  to  a  person  even 
with   notice    any  legal   or   equitable   interest  which   he  has 
acquired,  and  a  person  acquiring  such  legal  or  equitable  interest 
under  such  purchaser,  has  a  valid  title  to  it  (d).    So,  also,  if  a 
person  who  has  notice  sells  to  another  who  has  no  notice,  and  is, 
also,  a  bond  fide  purchaser  for  valuable  consideration,  the  latter 

(z)  WiOmghby  v.  WiUoughlyyy  1  T.  (c)  Harrison  v.  Forth^  Prec  Ch. 

R.  763.  61,  1  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  331,  pi.  6  ;  LowHi&r 

(y)  TUdesley  v.  Lodge,  3  Sm.  &  G.  v.  Carlton,  Si  Atk.  242  ;  Brandlyn  v. 

543.  Ordy  1  Atk.  571  ;  Sioeet  v.  SouthcoU, 

(«)  Dodds  V.  HiUSy  2  H.  &  M.  424.  2  Bro.  C.  C.  66  ;  Andrew  v.  TFrigley, 

(a)  Bates  v.  Johnsyn,  John.  315  4  lb.  125. 

(h)  Harpham  v.  Shacklock,  19  Ch.  (rf)  KettleweU  v.   Watson,  21  Cb. 

D.  207.  D.  707. 
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may  protect  his  title,  although  it  was  affected  with  the  equity 
arising  from  notice  in  the  hands  of  the  person  from  whom  he 
received  it  (e).  A  person  affected  by  notice  has  the  benefit  of 
want  of  notice  by  intermediate  purchasers  (/).  The  bond  fide 
purchase  of  an  estate  for  valuable  consideration,  purges  away 
the  equity  from  the  estate  in  the  hands  of  all  persons  who  may 
derive  title  under  it,  with  the  exception  of  the  original  party, 
whose  conscience  stands  bound  by  the  meditated  fraud.  If  the 
estate  becomes  revested  in  him,  the  original  equity  will  attach 
to  it  in  his  hands  (gr).  A  purchaser,  however,  having  notice, 
cannot  insist  on  holding  the  legal  estate  as  against  those 
Pnrchaser  with    pai*tie8  with  notice  of  whosc  right  that  estate  was  taken  (h).    A 

notice  of  facta      ^  •  ; 

which  ought  to    man  who  has  notice  of  a  fact  which  ought  to  have  put  him  on 

have  put  him  on»         •  j        ■i.»i_i.  •i_xi-  j*  ji.  •         j 

inqui^  cannot    mq^iry,  and   which  he  might  have  discovered  by  using  due 

diligence,  cannot  claim  as  a  purchaser  without  notice  (^).  If  a 
purchaser  chooses  to  rest  satisfied  without  the  knowledge  which 
he  has  a  right  to  require,  he  cannot  claim  as  a  purchaser  with- 
out notice  Qc).  Nor  can  a  man  who  has  by  his  own  act  pre- 
cluded himself  from  the  means  of  knowledge,  or  from  informa- 
tion, set  up,  as  against  persons  as  innocent  as  himself,  the  want 
of  information  which  he  has  precluded  himself  from  obtaining  (Q. 
A  purchaser,  for  example,  who  buys  with  notice  of  circumstances 
sufficient  to  invalidate  the  sale,  is  not  protected  by  a  proviso 
that  the  purchaser  need  not  inquire  (m).  So,  also,  a  man  who 
takes  the  assignment  of  a  lease  under  a  condition  not  to  inquire 
into  the  lessor's  title,  must  have  imputed  to  him  the  knowledge 
which,  on  prudent  inquiry,  he  would  have  obtained  (n).     Nor 


claim  as  pur- 
ehaaer  without 
notice. 


(«)  Ferrars  v.  Cherry^  2  Vem.  384 ; 
MerivMY,  Jollifej  Amb.  313 ;  Lowther 
V.  Carlton^  Barnard,  Ch.  358,  For. 
187,  2  Atk.  242.  See  Dodds  v.  HiLU, 
2  Ha.  &  M.  424. 

(/)  McQumh  v.  Fa/rqyhour,  11  Ves. 

467. 

{g)  Kennedy  v.  Dcdy,  1  Sch.  &  Lef 
379.  Comp.  Carter  v.  Carter^  3  K. 
&  J.  617 ;  BaJtes  v.  Johnson,  John. 
309. 

(h)  AlUn  V.  Knigkt,  6  Ha.  278. 

(t)  Jackson  V.  Rmoe,  2  Sim.  &  St. 


475 ;  Jones  v.  PowUs,  3  M.  &  K. 
596  ;  Ker  v.  Lord  Dungannon,  1  Dr. 
&  War.  542  ;  BobiTtson  v.  BriggSy  1 
Sm.  &  G.  188 ;  Davies  v.  Thomas,  2 
Y.  &  C.  234  ;  Jenkins  v.  Jones,  2  Giff. 
99  ;  Ogilvie  v.  Jeaffreson,  ib.  378 ; 
Maorfield  v.  Burton,  17  Eq.  18. 

(k)  Parker  v.  ff^iyte,  1  H.  &  M. 
167. 

(0  NicoWs  Case,  3  D.  &  J.  387. 

(m)  Jenkins  v.  Jones,  2  Giif.  99. 

(n)  Eobson  v.  Flight,  4  D.  J.  &  S. 
608 ;  CUjMnts  v.  fFeUes,  1  Eq.  200. 
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arc  special  conditions  of  sale,  limiting  the  extent  of  title,  an      Ch»P-  VI. 

excuse  for  a  purchaser  not  insistiDg  on  the  production  of  a  deed — 

beyond  those  limits  of  which  he  had  notice  (a).  Trustees  of  a 
settlement  for  the  benefit  of  a  particular  person,  cannot  stand 
any  higher  than  the  pei-son  for  whom  they  are  trustees  in 
respect  of  notice.  If  he  is  affected  by  notice,  they  cannot  claim 
as  purchasers  for  value  without  notice  (p), 

A  purchaser  for  value  who  though  not  having  any  personal  Purchaser  for 
knowledge  of  a  fraud  contracts  through  an  agent  who  knows  of  ageut'B  know- 
the  fraud   is  not  a   boTid  fide  purchaser  for  value   without  ^'^^^^  °*  ^"*"^" 
notice  {q).     But  if  the  solicitor  who  is  acting  for  the  purchaser 
id  committing  such  a  fraud  in  the  transaction  that  notice  of  the 
fraud  cannot  be  imputed  to  the  purchaser,  the  Court  will  con- 
sider him  a  purchaser  for  value  without  notice  (r). 

Purchasers  under  a  decree  of  the  Court  take  with  notice  of  Parchasers  under 
fraud  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  decree  (s).  A  decree  is  no  by  notice, 
protection  against  persons  of  whom  the  purchaser  has  actual 
notice  that  they  ought  to  have  been,  but  are  not,  parties  to  the 
suit  {t).  But  a  purchaser  under  a  decree  will  not  be  affected  by 
fraud  in  the  proceedings  of  which  he  himself  is  innocent  (u), 
unless  it  be  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  decree  (x).  Nor  is  a  sale 
impeachable  on  the  ground  of  its  having  been  the  object  for 
which  the  suit,  professedly  directed  to  other  purposes,  was  in 
fact  instituted  (y). 

To  entitle  a  man  to  the  character  of  a  bond  fide  purchaser  Actual  pftyment 
without  notice,  he  must  have  acquired  the  legal  title,  and  have  moneys  **^ 
actually  paid  the  purchase-money,  or  parted  with  something  i^oceasary. 
of  value  by  way  of  payment  before  receiving  notice  (z).    A 


(o)  Peio  V,  Hammond,  30  Beav. 
495. 

( 2>)  Spaight  v.  Govme,  1  H.  &  M. 
359. 

(q)  Vane  v.  Vane,  8  Ch.  399. 

(r)  JValdy  v.  Gray,  20  Eq.  251. 

(«)  Toulmin  v.  Steere,  3  Mer.  210  ; 
G(rre  v.  StachpooUy  1  Dow.  30,  cit.  1 
J.  &  L.  247. 

(J)  ColcUnigh  v.  Sterum,  3  Bligh, 
181,  186  ;  Piers  v.  Piers,  1  Dr.  & 
Wftl.  265  ;  Rolleston  v.  Morton,  1  Dr. 


&  War.  177. 

{u)  Sug.  110  ;  Dart,  1224 ;  Bowen 
V.  Evans,  IJ.  &  L.  178,  2  H.  L.  257  ; 
Edgeworth  v.  Edgeworih,  12  Ir.  Eq. 
81. 

(x)  Gore  v.  Stackpoole,  1  Dow.  30, 
cit.  IJ.  &  L.  257. 

(y)  Bowen  v.  Evans,  IJ.  &  L.  178, 
2  H.  L.  257. 

(z)  How  V.  JVeldon,  2  Vea.  516 
Stori/  V.  Lord  JVindwr,  2  Atk.  630 
Molony  v.  Keman,  2  Dr.  &  War.  31 
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party  claimiDg  to  be  a  purchaser  for  value  without  notice  under 
a  marriage  conti*act,  entered  into  in  pursuance  of  articles^  must 
show  that  he  had  no  notice  at  the  time  of  the  settlement ;  proof 
that  he  had  no  notice  at  the  time  of  the  articles  is  not  suffi- 
cient (a).  The  protection  to  ^hich  a  bond  fide  purchaser 
without  notice  is  entitled,  extends  only  to  the  money  which 
has  been  actually  paid,  or  to  the  securities  which  have  been 
actually  appropriated  by  way  of  payment  before  notice  (6). 
Notice  before  the  actual  payment  of  all  the  purchase-money, 
although  it  be  secured  (c),  and  the  execution  of  the  convey- 
ance (d),  is  binding  in  the  same  manner  as  notice  had  before 
the  contract.  Although,  however,  a  purchaser  after  conveyance 
executed,  has  no  remedy  at  law  against  the  payment  of  money 
for  which  he  has  given  security,  he  may  come  into  equity  to 
have  the  money  so  secured  employed  in  discharge  of  newly 
discovered  incumbrances  {e). 
Notice  before  It  has  been  held  that  notice  to  a  purchaser  after  payment  of 

conveyance  but  i        i     r  •  r     i 

after  payment  of  the  purchase-money,  but  before  execution  of  the  conveyance,  is 
purchase  moneys  sufficient  to  deprive  him  of  the  benefit  of  the  legal  estate  (/). 

The  point,  however,  is  one  which  will  require  much  consideration 

when  it  arises  again  (g). 
Best  right  to  oall      When  a  purchaser,  not  having  got  in  an  outstanding  legal 
a  protection  in     estate,  has,  nevertheless,  from  having  a  better  equity  than  the 
*^"*  ^'  other  claimants,  the  best  right  to  call  for  it,  he  will,  in  equity, 

be  entitled  to  its  protection  (h).    But  although  the  Court  holds 

that  priority  will  give  equity,  yet  it  does  not  hold  that  it  gives 


Borell  V,  Dann,  2  Ha.  440  ;  Rayne 
V.  Baker,  1  Gitt  246.  See  iVhit- 
worth  V.  Gatigain,  Cr.  &  PL.  326 ; 
AtL'Gen,  v.  Flint,  4  Ha.  137,  166. 

(a)  Davies  v.  Thomas,  2  Y.  &  C, 
234. 

(b)  Story  v.  JVindsor,  2  Atk.  630  ; 
ffardingham  v.  Nicholls,  3  Atk.  304  ; 
Rayne  v.  Baker,  1  Giff.  245. 

(c)  TmrvUle  v.  Naisk,  3  P.  Wm. 
307  ;  Story  v.  Lord  Windsor,  2  Atk. 
630  ;  Moore  v.  Mayhow,  1  Ch.  Ca. 
34  ;  Hardingham  v.  Nicholls,  3  Atk. 
304  ;  Tildesley  v.  Lodge,  3  Sm,  &  G, 


543.  Comp.  Cregan  v.  Cvllen,  16  Ir. 
Ch.  339. 

(d)  Jones  v.  Stanley,  2  Eq.  Ca.  Ab. 
685.  See  Allen  v.  Knight,  5  Ha.  272 , 
11  Jut.  527. 

(6)  TourvUU  V.  Naish,  3  P.  Wm, 
306. 

(/)  ^W  V.  ^W9y  1  Atk.  382. 

ig)  Dart,  V.  &  P.  831. 

(h)  Willoughhy  v.  Willoughby,  1 
T.  R.  768  ;  Boioen  v.  Evans,  1  J.  & 
L.  265 ;  Parker  v.  Carter,  4  Ha.  410  ; 
Dart,  V,  &  P,  831, 
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SO  superior  an  equity,  as  between  several  incumbrancers  and      ^^p-  VI. 

purchasei*s,  as  to  enable  the  anterior  claimant  to  wrest  the  legal '■ — 

estate  from  the  person  who  has  obtained  it  without  notice  of 
the  anterior  claim  (i). 

The  defence  of  purchase  for  value  without  notice  is  a  shield  P^irchaae  for 

▼alne  without 

as  well    against  a  legal  titlq  as  an   equitable   title  (k).     The  notice  available 
principle,  in  other  words,  applies  as  well  where  the  right  sought  ^^    * 
to  be  enforced  is  a  legal  right  as  where  it  is  an  equitable  one  (Q. 

The  defence  of  purchase  for  valuable  consideration  without  inj|»nction  not- 

'  .  ^        withstanding 

notice,  will  not  prevent  the  Court  from  protecting  property  by  defence  of 

•    •         ..  I*        1...      ..        /v  purchase  for 

mj  unction,  pending  litigation  (m).  lvalue  without 

Questions  relating  to  the  defence  of  purchase  for  valuable  ^^^^^ 

•1       x»  "ii       J.         J."  i_  j'/»    J   1      xi  Effect  of  act  for 

consideration  without  notice,  are  much  modified  by  the  opera-  rendering 
tion  of  the  act  for  rendering  unnecessary  the  assignment  of  JJ^^^^^j^!™' 
satisfied  terms.     If  the  term  is  gone,  it  will  not  stand  in  the 
way  of  the  petitioner  even  at  law  (n). 

A  plea  of  purchase  without  notice  is  as  available  to  a  pur-  Purchase  for 
chaser  with  an  equitable  estate  only  as  to  one  with  the  legal  notice  no  defence 
estate  (o).     But  as  between  pereons  dain^ing  nierely  equitable  J^^^^g^j^^jj 
interests,  the  defence  of  purchase  for  value  without  notice  has  ^^^  equities. 
no  place.     The  first  grantee  of  an  equity  has  the  right  to  be 
paid  first,  and  it  is  quite  immaterial  whether  the  subsequent 
incumbrancers  had  at  the  time  they  took  their  securities  and 
paid  their  money,  notice  of  a  prior  incumbrance  (oo). 

"  I  think  it  to  be  a  clear  proposition,"  said  Lord  Westbury,  in 
PhUipps  V.  Philipp8(p),  "  that  every  conveyance  of  an  equit- 
able interest  is  an  innocent  conveyance,  that  is  to  say,  the  giunt 


(i)  Rooper  v.  Harrison,  1  E.  &  J. 
108,  1C9. 

{k)  Joyce  V.  De  MoleynSy  2  J.  &  L. 
374. 

(0  Att.'Gm.  V.  WiUcinSy  17  Beav. 
203  ;  but  see  PhUipps  v.  PhUipps,  4t 
D.  F.  &  J.  217. 

(m)  Greenslade  v.  Dare,  17  Beav. 
502. 

(n)  Colyer  v.  Fiii<^,  19  Beav.  500  ; 
Corry  v.  Oremomey  12  Ir.  Ch.  136. 

(o)  Colyer  v.  Finch,  5  H.  L.  905  ; 
Hunter  v.  WaXiers,  11  Eq.  314,7  Ch. 


75. 

(po)  Eraser  v.  Jones,  17  L.  J.  Ch. 
353,  356  ;  Rooper  v.  Harrison,  2  K. 
&  J.  108,  109  ;  Ford  v.  fThite,  16 
Beav.  120 ;  StacJchouse  v.  Countess  of 
Jersey,  1  J.  &  H.  721 ;  Casey.  James, 
3  D.  F.  &  J.  264  ;  Parker  v.  Clarke, 
30  Beav.  54 ;  Cory  v.  Eyre,  1  D.  J. 
&  S.  167  ;  PhUipps  v.  PhUipps,  4  D. 
F.  &  J.  215  ;  Bradley  v.  Riches,  9 
Ch.  D.  193. 

(p)  4D.  F.  &J.  215. 
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Chap.  VI.      of  a  person  entitled  merely  in  equity  passes  only  that  which  he 

— —  is  justly  entitled  to,  and  no  more.     If,  therefore,  a  person  seised 

of  an  equitable  interest  (the  legal  interest  being  outstanding) 
makes  an  assurance  by  way  of  mortgage  or  grants  an  annuity, 
and  afterwards  conveys  the  whole  estate  to  a  purchaser,  he  can 
grant  to  the  purchaser  that  whi9h  he  has,  namely,  the  estate 
subject  to  the  mortgage  or  annuity,  and  no  more.  The  subse- 
quent grantee  takes  only  that  which  is  left  in  the  grantor. 
Hence,  grantees  and  incumbrancers  claiming  equity  take  and 
are  ranked  according  to  the  date  of  their  securities,  and  the 
maxim  applies,  Qui  prior  est  t&mpore,  potior  est  jure.** 

The  rule,  however,  that  as  between  equities  priority  of  time 
gives  the  better  equity  is  not  an  absolute  rule,  but  is  subject  to 
the  condition  that  the  equity  which  ranks  prior  in  point  of  time 
is  an  equity  of  equal  rank  in  all  other  respects  with  the  equity 
which  ranks  later  in  point  of  time.  If  after  a  close  examina- 
tion of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  there  appears  to  be 
nothing  to  give  the  one  a  better  equity  than  the  other,  then  and 
then  only  resort  must  be  had  to  the  maxim,  Qui  prior  est 
tempore^  potior  est  jure  (g).  "  The  meaning  of  the  rule,"  said 
Kindersley,  V.-C.  (r),  "  is  this,  that  in  a  contest  between  persons 
having  only  equitable  interests,  priority  in  time  is  the  ground 
of  preference  last  resorted  to,  i.e.,  that  a  court  of  equity  will  not 
prefer  the  one  to  the  other  on  the  mere  ground  of  priority  of 
time  until  it  finds  upon  an  examination  of  their  relative  merits 
that  there  is  no  other  sufficient  ground  of  preference  between 
them,  or  in  other  words  that  their  equities  are  in  all  other 
respects  equal,  and  that  if  the  one  has  on  other  grounds  a  better 
equity  than  the  other,  priority  of  time  is  immaterial"  (s).  In  a 
case  in  which  the  authorities  were  fully  reviewed  the  rule  was 
thus  stated  by  Lord  Justice  Giffard :  "  As  between  equitable 
incumbrancers,  relief  will  be  given  to  the  incumbrancer  prior  in 
point  of  date,  unless  he  has  lost  his  priority  by  some  act  or 
neglect  of  his  own;  and  relief  will  not  be  refused  him  as  against 

(g)  Rice  V.  RiUf  2  Drew.  86.  150  ;  Case  v.  Jaines,  3  D.  F.  &  J. 

(r)  lb.  78.  SJ63  ;  Shropshire   Union,  cfec,  Canul 

(»)  See  Frazer  v.  Jones,  17  L.  J.  Co.,  7  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  510 ;  Bradley 

Ch.  355;  Att-Gen,  v.  Flint,  4  Ha.  v.  Riches,  9  Ch.  D.  193. 
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a  subsequent  incumbrancer  on  the  sole  ground  of  the  latter      ^p*  ^' 

being  a  purchaser  for  value  without  notice,  unless  he  has  the 

legal  estate  or  the  best  right  to  call  for  it "  (t). 

As  between  two  persons  whose  equitable  interests  are  of 
precisely  the  same  nature  and  quality,  and  in  that  respect 
precisely  equal,  the  possession  of  the  title-deeds  gives  the  better 
equity.  But  the  possession  of  the  title-deeds  will  not  in  all 
cases  and  under  all  circumstances  give  the  better  equity  (u). 
The  deeds  may  be  in  the  possession  of  a  party  in  such  a  manner 
and  under  such  circumstances  that  such  possession  will  confer 
no  advantage  whatever.  For  example,  in  Allen  v.  Knight  {x), 
deeds  had  been  delivered  to  the  first  equitable  mortgagee,  and 
by  some  unexplained  means  they  had  got  back  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  mortgagor,  who  delivered  them  to  a  subsequent 
equitable  incumbrancer.  It  was  insisted  by  the  latter  that  it 
must  be  presumed  that  it  was  by  the  fault  or  neglect  of  the 
first  mortgagee  that  the  deeds  had  got  out  of  his  possession,  or 
that  at  all  events  the  Court  should  direct  an  inquiry  as  to  the 
circumstances.  But  the  Court  held  that  the  onus  lay  on  the 
second  moiiigagee  of  proving  such  alleged  fault  or  neglect  of  the 
first  mortgagee,  and  as  he  had  failed  to  prove  it,  the  Court 
could  not  presume  it  nor  direct  an  inquiiy  on  the  subject,  and 
decreed  in  favour  of  the  first  mortgagee.  So  the  deeds  may 
have  come  into  the  hands  of  a  subsequent  equitable  mortgagee 
by  means  of  an  act  committed  by  another  person  which  con- 
stituted a  breach  of  an  express  trust  as  against  the  person 
having  the  prior  equitable  interest.  In  such  a  case  it  would  be 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  a  court  of  equity  to  allow  the 
subsequent  mortgagee  to  avail  himself  of  the  injury  which  had 
been  thus  done  to  the  party  having  the  prior  equitable  estate 
or  interest  (y).  In  all  cases  of  contests  between  persons 
having  equitable  interests,  the  conduct  of  the  parties  and  all 
the  circumstances  must  be  taken  into  consideration  in  order  to 
determine  which  has  the  better  equity ;  and  if  it  appear,  after 

(0  Thorpe  v.   Holdsvxyrth,  7  Eq.  (a:)  5  Ha.  272  ;  affd.  11  Jur.  527. 

146.  (y)  Rice  v.  Bice,  2  Drew.  82,  per 

(u)  Rice   V.   Rice,  2    Drew.  81  ;  Kindersley,  V.-C. 
Thor2ie  v.  Holdeivorth,  7  Eq.  139. 
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CJap.  yi.      a  close  examination  of  all  these  matters,  that  there  has  been 

Sect  5. 

some  default  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  first  mortgagee  or 

incumbrancer,  the  possession  of  the  deeds  will  give  the  better 
equity  (z). 

As  between  a  vendor's  lien  for  unpaid  purchase-money  and 
an  equitable  mortgagee  by  deposit  of  deeds,  the  equities  being 
of  equal  rank,  that  which  is  prior  in  date  will  according  to  the 
general  rule  be  preferred  (a).  So  also  the  right  of  the  cestui 
que  trust  to  follow  into  land  trust  monies  which  have  been 
misappropriated  by  the  trustee  being  an  equitable  lien  of  the 
same  quality  as  an  equitable  mortgage  by  deposit  of  deeds,  the 
claim  of  the  cestui  que  trust,  when  prior  in  point  of  date,  has 
priority  over  the  claim  of  the  equitable  mortgagee,  though  a 
purchaser  for  value  without  notice  (6).  So  when  bankers  took 
an  equitable  mortgage  by  deposit  of  title-deeds  of  an  estate 
which  was  subject  to  a  secret  trust  of  which  they  had  no  notice, 
it  was  held  that  such  trust  must  prevail  against  their  secu- 
rity (c).  In  a  case  however  accompanied  by  circumstances  of  a 
very  complicated  nature,  it  was  held  that  the  rule.  Qui  prior 
est  tevipo7'e,  potior  est  jure,  could  not  be  applied,  and  that  a  pur- 
chaser for  value  without  notice,  by  deposit  of  title-deeds, 
though  subsequent  in  date,  was  entitled  to  priority  (d), 

A  boTid  fide  equitable  mortgagee  by  deposit  of  deeds  has 
priority  as  against  s,  subsequent  mortgagee  who  has  the  legal 
estate  (e).  When  a  man  in  depositing  deeds  with  his  banker 
to  secure  the  balance  of  his  account  has  executed  a  memorandum 
whereby  he  agreed  at  their  request  to  execute  any  deed  neces- 
sary for  legally  carrying  out  the  security,  he  cannot  deprive 
them  of  priority  by  conveying  the  property  to  a  party  with 
whom  he  has  entered  into  a  subsequent  contract  for  value,  even 
though  such  party  was  a  purchaser  without  notice  (/). 

The  assignee  of  a  chose  in  action  cannot  set  up  the  defence 

(sj)  Rice  V.  Rice,  2  Drew.  82.  Jersey,  IJ.  &  H.  721. 

(a)  lb.  (d)  KeaU  v.  Philippe,  18  Ch.  D. 

(b)  Cave  v.  Cave,  15  Ch.  D.  643.      570. 

See  Bradley  v.  Riches,  9  Ch.  D.  193.  (e)  Barnard  v.  Bywater,  17  W.  R. 

(c)  Manningford   v.    Toleifnan,    1      71. 

Coll.  670.    See  Att,-Gen.  v.  Flint,  4  (/)  Maxfield  v.  Burton,  17   Eq. 

Ha.  166 ;  Stackhouse  v.  Countess  of     18. 
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of  purchase  for  value  without  notice  as  against  equities  which      <^P'  ^^ 

attached  to  the  security  in  the  hands  of  the  assignor  (g), 

There  may  be  such  dealings  between  the  assignee  and  the 
party  liable  originally  as  to  preclude  him  from  insisting  as 
against  the  assignee  upon  rights  which  he  might  have  claimed 
as  against  the  assignor :  but,  as  a  general  rule,  a  person  who 
buys  a  chose  in  action  takes  subject  to  the  equities  which  affect 
the  assignor,  even  although  he  be  a  bond  fxie  purchaser  with- 
out notice  (A).  Where,  accordingly,  a  man  bought  in  the 
market,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  debentures  which 
had  been  issued  in  fraud  of  a  company,  the  fact  that  the 
transfer  of  the  debentures  had  been  registe;:ed  in  the  books  of 
the  company,  and  interest  had  been  paid  on  them,  and  that  the 
holder  was  a  bond  fide  purchaser  without  notice,  was  held  not 
to  affect  the  application  of  the  rule,  and  the  holder  of  them 
was  restrained  from  suing  at  law  upon  them  (i).  The  rule 
that  a  man  who  purchases  a  chose  in  action  takes  it  subject  to 
the  equities,  which  attach  to  it  in  the  hands  of  the  assignor, 
applies  even  where  the  person  himself  who  asserts  the  equity 
has  created  the  interest  under  which  the  assignee  claims 
it  {k).  Where,  accordingly,  A.  mortgaged  a  fund  in  Court  to 
B.,  and  afterwards  joined  S.  in  a  sub-mortgage  to  C,  and  it 
was  decided  that  the  mortgage  to  B.  was  fraudulent  and  void^ 
it  was  held  void  as  to  C,  and  that  neither  A/s  concurrence  in 
the  first  nor  second  mortgage  prevented  him  from  insisting  on 
the  invalidity  of  the  transaction,  he  not  being  aware  of  his 
rights  (I), 

((f)  Coles  v.  Jones,  2  Vem.  693  ;  Pooletf,  3  D.  &  J.  294. 

Turton  v.  Benson,  1  P.  Wme.  496 ;  (i)  lb.     Comp.  Ashvjtn  v.  Burton, 

Cator  V.  Burke,  1  Bro.  C.  C.  434  ;  9  Jur.  N.  S.  319  ;  Iluletes  Case,  2  J. 

Priddy  v.  Rose,  3  Mer.  86  ;  Jennings  &  H.  306  ;  Woodhams  v.  Anglo- Aus- 

V.  Bond,  2  J.  &  L.  740;  Mangles  v.  tralian,  <&c,,  Co,,  3  Giff.  238,  2  D.  J. 

Dixm,  3  H.  L.  702  ;  Cockdl  v.  Taylor,  &  S.  168 ;  Dodds  v.  Hills,  2  H.  &  M. 

16  Beav.  103  ;  Mwris  v.  Lime,  1  Y.  424.     See  also  Pinkett  v.   Wright,  2 

&  C.  C.  C.  380 ;  Smith  v.  Parkes,  16  Ha.  137,  S.  C.  on  appeal,  Murray  v. 

Beav.    115;    Clack   v.  Holland,   19  PtnA^,  12  CI.  &  Fin.  780  ;  J»foor«  v. 

Beav.    262  ;   Athenceum  Life  AssU"  Jervis,  2  Coll.  60  ;  Morris  v.  Livie,  1 

ranee  Society  v.  Pooley,  3  D.  &  J.  294.  Y.  &  C.  C.  C.  380  ;  Bamett  v.  Sbef- 

(h)  How  V.  Weldon,  2  Vea.  516  ;  field,  1  D.  M.  &  G.  371. 

Cockell  V.   Taylor,   15  Beav.    103;  (k)  Cockell  y.  Taylor,  lb  Bea.Y,  119, 

AthencBum  Life  Assurance  Society  v.  (Q  lb.  103. 
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Chap.  yi.  As  respects  equitable  interests  in  land,  the  priority  of  a  pur- 

—  chaser  or  incumbrancer  is  not  affected  by  his  giving  or  neglect- 


equitoble  ^^S  ^  P^®  notice  of  his  purchase  or  security  to  the  trustees, 

interesti  in  land,  mortgagees,  or  other  persons  in  whom  the  legal  estate  may 

happen  to  be  vested.    The  ordinary  rule  as  to  notice  of  assign- 
ments of  chx)8ed  in  action  does  not  apply  in  such  cases  (m). 
Deiireiy  up  of         Under  the  former  procedure  the  Court  of  Chancery  would 

not  as  against  a  purchaser  for  value  without  notice  give  any 
assistance  to  the  legal  title  or  deprive  him  of  anything  which 
he  had  honestly  acquired  (n).  If  he  had  got  possession  of 
title  deeds  or  of  land,  or  of  anything  else  which  he  had  got 
honestly,  the  Court  of  Chancery  would  not  interfere  with  him 
or  deprive  him  of  the  possession  (nn).  But  under  the  new 
procedure,  a  Court  of  the  Chancery  Division  has  jurisdiction  on 
the  application  of  the  owner  of  the  legal  estate  to  order  title- 
deeds  to  be  delivered  up  by  a  purchaser  for  value  without 
notice  (o). 

When  the  Court  is  called  upon  to  establish  a  prior  equitable 
title  to  the  estate,  it  will  not  permit  its  decree  that  a  prior 
equitable  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  possession  of  the  estate 
which  of  itself  confers  the  right  to  the  possession  of  the 
deeds  (p)  to  be  deprived  of  its  full  efficacy  by  allowing  them  to 
remain  in  the  hands  of  a  defendant  who  claims  under  an  adverse 
title  which  the  Court  declares  to  be  invalid  (q).  In  Thorpe  v. 
Holdsworth  (r)  Lord  Justice  Giffard  said  that  had  the  case 
been  res  integra  he  would  have  made  the  order  that  deeds  in 
the  possession  of  an  equitable  incumbrancer  for  value  without 
notice  should  be  delivered  up  to  a  person  entitled  to  a  prior 
equitable  charge,  but  that  he  could  not  do  so  upon  the  authority 
of  Joyce  V.  De  Moleyins.  But  he  made  a  declaration  that  the 
prior  incumbrancer  was  entitled  to  have  his  security  realised  in 


(m)  Wilmot  v.  PiJce,  5  Ha.  14;  (o)  Cooper  y,  Vesey,  20  Ch.  D.  629. 

Bugden  v.  Bignold^  2  Y.  &  C.  C.  0.  (p)  Smith  v.   Chichester,  2  Dr.  & 

392  ;  Booper  v.  Eamson,  2  K.  &  J.  War.  401. 

86.  (q)  Newton  v.  Newton,  6  Eq.  135, 

(n)  Philippe  v.  PhUvpps,  4  D.  F.  &  4  Ch.  143 ;  but  see  Ilealh  v.  Crea- 

J.  217  ;  Heath  v.  Crealock,  10  Ch.  33.  lock,  10  Ch.  33. 

(nn)  lb.  (r)  7  Eq.  146. 
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priority  to  tbe  equitable  mortgagee  by  deposit  of  deeds,  and      Chap.  VL 
ordered  the  property  to  be  sold,  making  at  the  same  time  an '—^ 


order  that  the  holder  of  the  deeds  should  produce  them  for  the 
purposes  of  the  sale  (s). 

The  rule  that  a  bond  fide  purchaser  without  notice  may  buy  Tacking. 
in,  or  obtain  for  his  protection  against  other  claimants  an  out- 
standing legal  estate,  or  other  legal  advantage,  is  the  founda- 
tion of  the  equitable  doctrine  of  tacking,  as  it  is  technically 
called,  that  is,  uniting  securities  given  at  different  times,  so  as 
to  prevent  any  intermediate  purchaser  frjm  claiming  a  title  to 
redeem,  or  otherwise  to  discharge  one  lien  which  is  prior  in  date 
without  redeeming  or  discharging  the  other  liens  also  which  are 
subsequent  to  his  own  title  (t).  Thus,  if  a  third  mortgagee, 
without  notice  of  a  second  mortgage  at  the  time  when  he  lent 
his  money,  should  purchase  in  the  first  mortgage,  by  which  he 
would  acquire  the  legal  title,  the  second  mortgagee  cannot 
redeem  the  first  mortgage  without  redeeming  the  third  mort- 
gage also.  It  is  immaterial  that  the  third  mortgagee  may  have 
had  notice  of  the  second  mortgage  at  the  time  of  purchasing  in 
the  first  mortgage,  provided  he  had  no  such  notice  at  the  time 
he  advanced  his  money  (u).  The  absence  of  notice  at  the  time 
of  the  advance  is  the  ground  of  the  equity  (x).  The  legal  estate, 
accoi'dingly,  of  the  first  mortgagee  will  not  protect  subsequent 
interests  purchased  with  notice  of  mesne  incumbrances.  A 
man  purchasing  an  equity  of  redemption  cannot  set  up  a  prior 
mortgage  of  his  own,  or  a  mortgage  which  he  has  got  in  against 
subsequent  incumbrances  of  which  he  had  notice  (y). 


(s)  But  see  Heath  v.  OrMlock,lO 
Ch.  33;  JValdy  v.  Gray,  20  Ch. 
254. 

(t)  Jeremy  Eq.  Jur.  b.  I,  c.  2,  s. 
1 ;  Story,  Eq.  Jur.  412. 

(u)  March  v.  Lee,  1  Ch.  Ca.  162  ; 
Morrett  v.  Paske,  2  Atk.  62  ;  JFortUy 
V.  Birkhead,  2  Ves.  571  ;  Lacey  v. 
IngUy  2  Ph.  419  ;  Rooper  v.  HarrUon, 


2  K.  &  J.  86  ;  BtUes  v.  Johnson, 
John.  304.  See  Lloyd  v.  Attwood,  3 
D.  &  J.  614. 

(x)  Brace  v.  Duchess  of  Marl- 
horotigh,  2  P.  Wms.  491  ;  Hophinson 
V.  Roll,  9  H.  L.  514.  See  London  db 
County  BaiUcing  Co,  v.  Ratcliff,  6 
App.  Ca.  739. 

(y)  Toulmin  v.  Steere,  3  Mer.  224. 


CHAPTER   VII. 


REMEDIES. 


SECTION  I. — RESCISSION,  AND   OTHER   REMEDIES   OF  A 

LIKE   CHARACTER. 

Chap.  vn.         If  *  contract  for  sale  or  purchase  of  goods,  chattels,  or  real 
^^^  ^'       estate  be  induced  by  false  and  fraudulent  representations,  or  a 
transaction  be  in  any  way  tainted  by  fraud,  and  the  defraud- 
ing party  is  party  to  the  contract  or  transaction,  the  party 

m 

defrauded  has  a  right  at  his  election,  after  knowledge  of  the 
fraud,  to  rescind  and  avoid  the  contract  or  other  transaction, 
and  to  recover  back  what  he  has  paid,  or  sold,  or  conveyed, 
provided  always  the  parties  can  be  restored  to  the  position  in 
which  they  stood  before  or  at  the  time  of  the  contract  or  trans- 
action (a),  for  it  would  be  unjust  that  a  person  who  has  been  in 
possession  of  property  under  the  contract  or  transaction,  which 
he  seeks  to  repudiate,  should  be  allowed  to  throw  that  back  on 
the  other  party's  hands  without  accounting  for  any  benefit  he 
may  have  derived  from  the  use  of  the  property,  or  if  the 
property,  though  not  destroyed,  has  been  in  the  interval  dete- 
riorated, without  making  compensation  for  that  deteriora- 
tion (6). 

The  eflfect  of  the  avoidance  of  an  agreement  on  the  ground  of 
fraud,  is  to  place  the  parties  in  the  same  position  as  if  it  had 
never  been  made,  and  all  rights  which  are  transferred  or  created 
by  the  agreement  are  revested  or  discharged  by  the  avoidance. 
If,  when  it  is  avoided,  nothing  has  occurred  to  alter  the  position 

(a)  Load  v.   Green,  16  M.  &  W.  LincUey  Petroleum  Go.  v.  Hurd,  ib, 

220 ;  Rawlins  v.  IVickham,  3  D.  &  J.  6  P.  C.  221. 

322  ;    Pevddovtfe  Gaae,   4  Ch.  178  ;  (6)  3  App.  Ca.    1278,  ^    Lord 

Clough  v.  London  «fc  North- Western  Blackburn. 
BaUway   Co.,  L.  R.   7  Exch.    34 ; 
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of  affairs,  the  rights  and  remedies  of  the  parties  are  the  same,     Chap.  VII. 

Soct.  1« 

as  if  it  had  been  void  from  the  beginning ;  but  if  any  alteration 

has  taken  place,  their  rights  and  remedies  are  subject  to  the 
effect  of  that  alteration  (o).  There  can  be  no  avoidance  of  an 
agreement  unless  the  parties  can  be  restored  to  their  original 
condition.  As  a  condition  to  rescission,  there  must  be  a  restitutio 
m  integrv/m.  Though  the  party  defrauded  may  rescind  the 
transaction  and  demand  restitution,  he  can  only  do  so  on  the 
terms  that  he  himself  makes  restitution.  If,  either  from  his 
own  act,  or  from  misfortune,  it  is  impossible  to  make  such 
restitution,  it  is  too  late  to  rescind  (d).  A  contract  cannot  be 
rescinded  in  part,  and  stand  good  for  the  residue.  A  man 
cannot  treat  the  agreement  as  avoided  by  him,  so  as  to  resume 
the  property  which  he  parted  with  under  it,  and  at  the  same 
time  keep  the  money  or  other  advantages  which  he  has  obtained 
under  it.  There  cannot  be  rescission  if  the  circumstances  have 
in  the  meantime  so  far  changed  that  the  parties  cannot  be 
restored  to  the  position  in  which  they  stood  before  or  at  the 
time  of  the  contract.  There  cannot,  indeed,  be  rescission  if  the 
position  even  of  the  wrongdoer  is  so  affected  that  he  cannot  be 
placed  i/n,  statu  quo  (e).  Thus,  where  a  person  has  been  induced 
by  fraud  to  buy  goods  on  credit,  in  order  to  avoid  the  contract 
upon  the  discovery  of  the  fraud,  he  must  return  the  goods,  and 
if  he  does  not,  or  cannot  do  so,  he  must  pay  the  price,  or,  at 
least,  show  a  fraudulent  defect  in  the  goods  in  reduction  of  the 
price,  in  answer  to  an  action  for  the  price.  After  consuming 
the  goods  wholly,  or  in  part,  he  cannot  avoid  the  contract  by 
which  he  obtained  them,  because  he  can  no  longer  return 
them  (/).  So,  in  the  case  of  a  bill  given  for  goods  sold  and 
delivered,  the  buyer  cannot  avoid  the  bill  on  the  ground  of  the 
sale  being  fraudulent  so  long  as  he  retains  the  goods  (g).    So, 

(c)  Quern  v.  Sadkrt^  Co.,  10  H.  L.  j^haJU  Co.,  3  App.  Ca.  1268  ;  Hoxdda- 
420,  'per  Lord  Blackburn.  vxirtk  v.  Gity  of  Glasgow  BavJc,  5  App. 

(d)  5  App.  Ca.  338,  per  Lord  Black-  Ca.  338,  per  Lord  Blackburn, 
bum.  (/)  Clarke  v.  Dicksor^,  EI.  BL  & 

(e)  Clarice  v.  Dickson,  El.  BL  &  El.  El.  148.    See  Hamor  v.  Groves,  15 
148  ;    Clough  v.    London  ds  North  C.  B.  667. 

Western  Railway  Co,,  L.  R.  7  Q.  B.  (g)  Sully  v.  Frean,  10  Exch.  535. 

34  ;  Erlanger  v.  New  Sombrero  Phos- 
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Chap.  VIL      also,  a  resale  of  goods  by  the  vendee,  though  without  notice  of 

. — —  the  fraud,  is  an  absolute  bar  to  rescission  of  the  original  contract 

of  sale.  The  rule  is  not  subject  to  an  exception  where  the  act 
which  rendered  restitution  impossible  has  been  induced  by  the 
same  fraud  as  had  procured  the  original  contract ;  nor  is  the 
right  of  rescission  subject  to  the  condition  of  restoring  the  other 
party  to  the  same  condition  as  before  so  far  as  possible.  This 
contention  is  contrary  to  the  principle  upon  which  all  cases  of 
avoidance  of  contracts  rest.  It  is  of  the  essence  of  such 
an  avoidance  that  no  part  of  the  consideration  originally  passed, 
or  that  if  it  did  pass,  the  whole  consideration  subsequently 
failed,  either  by  reason  of  a  return,  or  a  tender  of  all  benefit 
received  under  the  contract  by  the  avoiding  party,  or  for  some 
other  cause.  So  long  as  part  of  the  considemtion  is  retained, 
the  party  is  not  permitted  to  allege  that  his  retention  is  un- 
lawful, and  rightful  retention  involves  the  continued  existence 
of  the  contract  under  which  alone  the  consideration  can  be 
rightfully  held  Qi),  In  a  case  where,  on  the  treaty  of  a  mar- 
riage, a  promissory  note  was  given  in  consideration  of  the  mar- 
riage, which  was  afterwards  solemnised,  and  an  action  was 
subsequently  brought  by  the  indorsee  against  the  two  joint  and 
several  makers  of  the  note,  it  was  held  that  as  the  marriage, 
the  consideration  for  the  note,  could  not  be  undone,  it  was 
not  competent  to  the  defendants  to  avoid  the  note  on  the 
ground  of  fraud  practised  during  the  marriage  treaty  (i). 

The  rule  that  a  party  cannot  repudiate  an  executed  contract 
on  the  ground  of  fraud,  unless  on  the  condition  of  restoring 
the  other  party  to  his  original  condition,  is  not  affected  by  the 
fact  that  the  latter  has  by  his  acts  rendered  such  restoration 
impossible  (fc).  Where  a  party  retains  any  benefit  from  a  con- 
tract induced  by  fraud,  ignorance  of  the  fraud  at  the  time 
such  benefit  accrued  will  not  enable  him  to  repudiate  the  con- 
tract (Q. 

Upon  the  same  principle,  where  a  man  has  been  induced  to 
take  shares  in  a  cost  book  mining  company  by  fraudulent  re- 

{h)  Hogan  v.  Healy,  I.  R.  11  C.  (A:)  Samge  v.  Canning,  16  W.  R. 

L,  122.  133. 

(t)  lb.  (0  lb. 
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presentations  of  the  directors,  and  the  company  was  afterwards      Chap.  Vli. 

Sect.  1* 

converted  into  a  regi.stered  joint  stock  company  with  limited 

liability,  in  which  he  received  shares  on  account  of  his  original 
shares ;  it  was  held  that  it  was  no  longer  open  to  him,  upon 
a  subsequent  discovery  of  the  fraud,  to  avoid  his  contract, 
because  he  could  no  longer  return  the  shares  in  the  same 
state  in  which  they  were  at  the  time  of  making  the  con* 
tract  (m). 

In  Westeim  Bank  of  Scotland  v.  Addie  (n),  where  a  man  had 
been  induced,  by  fraudulent  representations  of  the  directors, 
to  take  shares  in  the  company,  and  he  claimed  to  recover  the 
value  of  his  shares,  and  to  be  re-imbursed  in  damages  which  he 
had  sustained ;  but  after  his  purchase  of  shares,  and  before  he 
instituted  the  action,  the  bank,  which  was  an  unincorporated 
company,  was,  with  his  concurrence,  incorporated  and  registered 
under  the  Joint  Stock  Companies  Act,  1856,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  wound  up ;  upon  these  facts,  it  was  held  he  had  no 
remedy  against  the  new  corporation  which  had  been  formed. 
Lord  Cran worth  said  :  "  He  was  a  party  to  a  proceeding  whereby 
the  company  from  which  the  purchase  was  made  was  put  an 
end  to ;  it  ceased  to  be  an  unincorporated,  and  became  an  in- 
corporated, company  with  many  statutable  incidents  connected 
with  it,  which  did  not  exist  before  the  incorporation.  The  new 
company  is  now  in  the  course  of  being  wound  up.  He  comes 
too  late  ;  the  appellants  are  not  the  persons  who  were  guilty  of 
the  fraud,  and  although  the  incorporated  company  is  by  the 
express  provisions  of  the  statute,  under  which  it  was  incorporated, 
made  liable  for  the  debts  and  liabilities  incurred  before  the 
incorporation,  I  cannot  read  the  statute  as  transferring  to  the 
incorporated  company  a  liability  to  be  sued  for  frauds  or  other 
acts  committed  by  the  directors  before  incorporation." 

Nor  can  there  be  rescission  if  third  parties,  without  notice  of 
the  fraud,  have  in  the  mean  time  acquired  rights  and  interests 
in  the  matter  (o).  Thus,  where  a  man  has  bought  goods  bj'  means 

(m)  Clarice  v.  Dickson^  EL  Bl.  &  (o)  Clough   v.    London   d;    North 

El.  148.  Jrtstern  Railmiy  Co,,  L.  R.  7  Exch. 

(n)  1  Sc.  App.  145.  34. 
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of  a  fraud  upon  the  seller,  and  whilst  the  contract  of  sale  is  still 
subsisting,  sells  them  to  a  third  party,  who  takes  them  bond 
fide,  and  without  notice  of  the  fraud,  the  latter  acquires  a  good 
title  to  the  goods,  which  cannot  be  defeated  by  the  original 
seller  subsequently  disaffirming  the  contract  (/>).  So  also  where 
a  negotiable  instrument  is  obtained  by  fraud,  the  negotiation  of 
the  instrument  gives  a  valid  title  to  a  transferee  who  takes  it 
without  notice  of  the  fraud  (q).  So  also  it  was  held  to  be  no 
answer  to  an  application  by  a  creditor  to  issue  execution  against 
the  shareholder,  that  the  shareholder  had  been  induced  to 
become  such  by  fraud  (r). 

Upon  the  same  principle,  a  shareholder  in  a  company  who 
has  been  induced  to  take  shares  by  the  fraud  of  the  company, 
cannot  avoid  the  contract  and  have  his  name  removed  from 
the  register  of  shareholders  after  an  order  for  winding  up  of  the 
company,  or  after  a  resolution  for  a  voluntary  winding-up  of  the 
company,  on  account  of  the  intervening  rights  of  the  creditors 
accruing  under  the  order,  nor  after  a  petition  for  winding-up 
has  been  presented  on  which  an  order  is  subsequently  made  (a). 
But  if  a  man  brings  his  action  within  a  reasonable  time  after 
the  discovery  of  the  fraud,  and  before  any  proceedings  for  wind- 
ing up  the  company  have  been  taken,  he  is  entitled  to  be 
relieved  from  his  shares  on  the  ground  of  the  fraud,  although  a 
decree  may  not  have  been  actually  obtained  for  the  removal 
of  his  name  from  the  list  of  shareholders  at  the  date  of  the 
winding-up  order  (t). 

Whether  up  to  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  wind- 


(p)  WhiU  V.  Garden,  10  C.  B. 
919.  See  Kingsford  v.  Merry ,  11 
Exch.  577,  1  H.  &  N.  503. 

(q)  Barber  v.  Richards,  6  Exch. 
63  ;  May  v.  Chapman,  16  M.  &  W. 

355. 

(r)  Henderson  v.  Royal  Briiish 
Bank,  7  E.  &  B.  356. 

(«)  Oakes  v.  Turquand,  2  E.  &  I. 
App.  Ca.  325 ;  Kent  v.  Freehold  Land, 
dec,  Co.,  3  Ch.  493  ;  St(me  v.  City  dk 
Covniy  Bank,  3  C.  P.  D.  282  ;  Bur- 
gess's Case,  15  Ch.  D.  507  ;  but  see 


Wood's  Case,  15  Eq.  243,  where  it 
was  held  that  a  man  who  was  induced 
by  fraud  to  take  shares  in  a  com- 
pany, but  who  repudiated  imme- 
diately, was  entitled  to  have  his 
name  struck  off  the  register,  though 
a  winding-up  order  had  been  made. 
The  application  fot  shares  was  con- 
ditional, and  the  condition  was  not 
performed. 

(Q  Ross  v.  Estates  Investment  Co., 
3  Ch.  682  ;  Reese  River  Silver  Mining 
Co.  V.  Smith,  4  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  64. 
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iDg-up  a  contract  to  take  shares  can  be  rescinded  on  the  ground      Chap.  Vll. 
of  fraud,  depends  on  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  case.  — !^ — '-— — 
If  the  company  has  become  insolvent  and  has  stopped  pay- 
ment, a  rescission  of  the  contract  to  take  shares  cannot  be  per- 
mitted (u). 

Though  as  a  general  rule  there  cannot  be  rescission  of  a 
contract  unless  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  such  that  the 
contract  can  be  rescinded  in  toto,  and  that  there  can  be  a 
restitvbtio  in  integrum,  there  is  an  exception  to  the  rule  when 
the  subject  of  the  sale  is  practically  worthless,  as,  for  example, 
a  concession  from  a  foreign  government  that  bad  become  for- 
feited before  sale,  there  being  nothing  in  such  a  case  to 
return  (x). 

So,  also,  is  there  an  exception  to  the  rule  where  the  contract 
or  transaction  is  severable,  or  is  of  such  a  nature  that  it  can  be 
partially  rescinded.  If  the  contract  or  transaction  is  sever- 
able, inability  to  rescind  it  as  to  part  is  not  fatal  to  the  right 
to  rescind  it  as  to  another  part  (y).  The  fact,  for  instance,  that 
a  man  who  has  been  induced  by  fraud  to  purchase  shares  in 
a  particular  company  may  have  sold  some  of  the  shares  before 
discovering  the  fraud,  will  not  deprive  him  of  the  right  to  have 
the  transaction  as  to  the  remaining  shares  rescinded  (z).  Nor 
is  the  inability  of  a  man  to  rescind  a  transaction  as  a  whole 
fatal  to  his  right  of  rescission,  if  his  inability  to  do  so  is  attribut- 
able to  the  party  against  whom  he  seeks  relief.  If  the  latter 
has  entangled  and  complicated  the  subject  of  the  transaction  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  render  it  impossible  that  he  should  be 
restored,  the  party  defrauded  may,  on  doing  whatever  it  is  in 
his  power  to  do,  have  the  transaction  rescinded  (a).  So,  also, 
it  is  no  objection  to  the  rescission  of  a  transaction  for  the  pur- 
chase of  shares  obtained  by  fraud  that  the  shares  have  fallen  in 
value  since  the  date  of  the  transaction  (&).  Nor  is  a  man,  if  the 
property  is  of  a  perishable  nature,  bound  to  keep  it  in  a  state  of 

(u)  TennerU    v.   City  of  Glasgow      R.  740. 
Bank,  4  App.  Ca.  615.  (2)  lb. 

(x)  Phosphiite  Seyfoge  Co.  v.  Hart-  (o)  Mafsm    v.    Bovet,    1    Denio. 

mmty  5  Ch.  D.  394.  (Amer.),  69. 

(y)  Maturin  v.  Tredennick,  12  W.  (6)  Blake  v,  Mowatt,  21  Beav.  613. 
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preservation  until  bill  filed  (c).  His  only  duty  is  to  do  nothing 
with  the  property  after  the  bill  filed  ;  and  in  cases  where 
damage  is  likely  to  occur,  and  might  be  prevented,  he  ought, 
perhaps,  to  give  intimation  to  the  defendant,  leaving  him  to  do 
what  he  pleased  (d),  A  party  seeking  to  set  aside  a  sale  of 
shares  is  not  bound  to  pay  calls  on  them  to  prevent  forfeiture 
after  filing  his  bill  (e).  It  is  not  fatal  to  his  right  of  rescission 
that  some  of  the  shares  may  have  been  forfeited  for  non-payment 
of  calls  since  bill  filed  (/). 

A  sale,  however,  of  several  kinds  of  shares  in  one  transaction 
cannot  be  set  aside  for  misrepresentation,  if  the  person  seeking 
relief  is  upable  to  restore  all  the  shares  he  has  taken  (g). 

So,  also,  there  may  be  rescission  when  the  situation  of  the 
parties  has  been  in  no  substantial  way  altered,  and, the  Courtis 
satisfied  that  by  the  exercise  of  its  equitable  powers  to  impose 
terms  upon  the  parties,  as  a  condition  of  rescission,  it  can  do 
what  is  practically  just,  and  can  restore  the  party  against  whom 
relief  is  sought  to  that  which  shall  be  a  just  situation  with 
reference  to  the  rights  which  he  held  antecedently  to  the  trans- 
action, though  it  may  not  be  able  to  restore  the  parties  pre- 
cisely to  the  state  they  were  in  before  the  transaction  (A). 

The  terms  on  which  a  transaction  will  be  rescinded  vary 
with  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  case.  In  some  cases 
deeds  have  been  absolutely  rescinded  (i)  by  the  Court 
decreeing  them  to  be  delivered  up  to  be  cancelled  (k) ;  but  the 
usual  coui-se  of  the  Court  in  setting  aside  a  transaction,  is  to 
proceed  on  the  maxim  that  he  who  seeks  equity  must  do 
equity  (l).     Instruments,  accordingly,  are  either  set  aside  on 


(c)  Maturin  v.  Tredennickj  2  N.  R. 
514,  4  N.  R.  15,  12  W.  K.  740. 

(d)  lb. 

(e)  lb. 

(/)  Ih. 

(9)  Ih. 

(h)  Bellamy  v.  Sabine,  2  Ph.  425  ; 

King  v.  Sarery,  5  H.  L.  627  ;  Clarke 

V.   Dickson,  El.  Bl.  &  El.  148  ;  Earl 

Beaucliamp  v.  IVhin,  6  E.  &  I.  App. 

Ca.  234 ;  ErUinger  v.  Nexo  Sombrero 


Phosphate  Co.,  3  App.  Ca.  1278,  per 
Lord  Blackburn  ;  Lindsey  Petroleum 
Co,  v.  Hurd,  L.  R.  5  P.  C.  240; 
Houldsworth  v.  City  of  Glasgow  Banhy 
5  App.  Ca.  338,  per  Lord  Blackbunu 

{%)  Bates  V.  Graves,  2  Ves.  Jr.  287. 

(k)  See  Jachnan  v.  Mitchell^  13 
Ves.  586. 

(0  WUkinson  v.  Fowkes,  9  Ha. 
594. 
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repayment  of  the  actual  consideration  with  interest  thereon  at  a . 
reasonable  rate  (m),  or  are  directed  to  stand  as  a  security  for  - 
the   monies  actually   advanced,   with   interest    thereon    at    a 
reasonable  rate  (n),  or  for  what  upon  investigation  shall  l>e  ascer- 
tained to  be   really  due  (o).     If  the  property  is  personal,  a 
decree  for  the  repayment  of  monies,  or  the  delivery  up  and 
cancellation  of  the  instrument,  will  be  complete  relief,  although 
the  legal  interest  should  have  been  conveyed  (p).     But  if  the  Reconveyance 
subject-matter  of  the  transaction  be  real  estate,  it  is  usual  to  subject-matter 
direct  a  reconveyance,  because  if  this  is  not  done,  a  question  **  ^^^  estate, 
may  arise  as  to 'what  has  become  of  the  real  estate  (q).     If, 
however,  the  deed  is  not  merely  voidable,  but  wholly  void,  no 
reconveyance  is  necessary  (r). 

The  terms  on  which  a  reconveyance  will  be  ordered  are  the  Tenns  of  recon 
repayment  of  the  purchase  monies  and  all  sums  laid  out  in  im-/®^"^^' 
provements  and  repairs  of  a  permanent  and  substantial  nature, 
by  which  the  present  value  is  improved,  with  interest  thereon 
from  the  times  when  they  were  actually  disbursed.  On  the 
other  hand,  charges  for  the  deterioration  of  the  property  must 
be  set  off  against  the  allowances  for  permanent  improvements. 
The  party  in  possession  must  also  account  for  aQ  rents  received 
by  him  and  for  all  profits,  such  as  monies  arising  from  the  sale 


(m)  Bamadislon  v.  Lingoody  2 
Atk.  133  ;  Lawley  v.  Hooper,  3  Atk. 
278 ;  Gwyniie  v.  Heaton,  1  Bro.  C. 
C.  ]  ;  Lovell  v.  Hicks,  2  Y.  &  C.  65  ; 
Wilscm  V.  Short,  6  Ha.  384  ;  Ingram 
V.  Tharp,  7  Ha.  67. 

(n)  Crowe  v.  Ballard,  3  Bro.  C.  C. 
120  ;  Newman  v.  Payne,  2  Ves.  Jr. 
199  ;  Byne  v.  Vivian,  5  Ves.  604  ; 
Davis  V.  Duke  of  Marlborough,  2  Sw. 
166  ;  Peacock  v.  Evans,  16  Ves.  512 ; 
Colclough  V.  Bolger,  4  Dow.  64  ;  King 
V.  Hamkt,  2  M.  &  K.  456,  3  CI.  & 
Fin,  218 ;  Earl  of  AldJhorough  v. 
Trye,  7  CL  &  Fin.  436,  462  ;  Carter 
V.  Palmer,  8  CI.  &  Fin.  657,  11 
Bligh,  397  ;  Billagfi  v.  Soufhee,  9  Ha. 
540 ;  Baker  v.  Bradley,  7  D.  M.  &  G. 
597  ;  Croft  v.  Graliam,  2  D.  J.  &  S. 


155  ;  Tyler  v.  Yates,  6  Ch.  665  ; 
Lord  AyUsford  v.  Morris,  8  Ch.  484 

(o)  Wharton  v.  May,  5  Ves.  27  ; 
Purcell  V.  Macnamara,  14  Ves.  91  ; 
WaU  V.  Grove,  2  Sch.  &  Lef.  492  ; 
Longmate  v.  Ledger,  2Qiff.  157. 

( p)  See  1  Ves.  376 ;  Williamson 
V.  Gihon,  2  Sch.  &  Lef.  357  ;  Eastor 
brook  y.  Scott,  3  Ves.  455  ;  Cooper  v. 
Joel,  1  D.  F.  &  J.  240  ;  Slim  v, 
Croucher,  ib.  520. 

{q)  Pickett  v.  Loggon,  14  Ves.  231 ; 
Clark  v.  Malpas,  4  D.  F.  &  J.  401  ; 
Lindsey  Petroleum  Co,  v.  Hurd,  L.  R. 
5  P.  C.  242  ;  but  see  Hoghton  v. 
Hoghton,  15  Beav.  278  ;  Att,-Gen.  v. 
Magdalen  College,  18  Beav.  255. 

(r)  Ogilvie  v.  Jeaffreson,  2  Giff^ 
381. 
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of  timber,  or  from  working  mines,  with  interest  thereon,  from 
the  times  of  the  receipt  thereof.  He  must  also  pay  an  occupa- 
tion rent  for  such  part  of  the  estate  as  may  have  been  in  his 
actual  possession  (s).  Allowance  for  lasting  improvements  can 
only  be  for  such  as  were  made  during  the  period  of  accountiog 
for  the  rents  (t).  The  account  of  rents  and  profits  on  the  one 
side,  and  of  lasting  improvements  on  the  other,  must  be  carried 
back  to  the  same  time  (t^).  The  decree  is  erroneous  if  it 
directs  the  account  of  rents  and  profits  to  begin  at  one  time, 
and  the  account  of  lasting  improvements  at  another,  unless 
there  is  some  special  reason  for  doing  so  (x).  The  party  in 
possession  would  also,  it  is  conceived,  be  required  to  reinstate 
premises  which  he  had  materially  altered  ;  e,  g.  a  private  resi- 
dence into  a  shop  (y). 

The  value  of  permanent  and  substantial  improvements  of  all 
kinds,  by  which  the  present  value  of  the  property  is  improved, 
such  as  for  the  erection  of  a  mansion  house,  and  for  plantations 
of  shrubs,  will  be  allowed  (z).  But  no  allowance  will  be  made 
for  monies  which  have  been  expended  by  the  party  in  possession, 
as  a   matter  of  taste   or   personal  enjoyment  (a).      Nor  will 


(«)  Savage  v.  Taylor ^  Fon-est,  234 ; 
Att'Gen.  v.  Balliol  College^  9  Mod. 
412  ;  York  Buildings  Co,  v.  M*Kenziey 
3  Pat.  Sc.  App.  Ca.  398,  579,  3  Roaa. 
L.  C.  Sc.  305  ;  n^ard  v.  HaHpole, 
cit.  3  Bligh,  470  ;  Ex  parte  Hughes, 
6  Ves.  617  ;  Ex  parte  Bennett,  10 
Ves.  381  ;  Murray  v.  Palmer,  2  Sch. 
&  Lef.  490 ;  Edwards  v.  M^Cleay, 
Coop.  308,  2  Sw.  287  ;  Donovan  v. 
Fricker,  Jac.  165 ;  Trevelyan  v. 
Charter,  4  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  214  ;  Tre- 
velyan V.  Wliite,  1  Beav.  588  ;  Mul- 
hallen  v.  Marum,  3  Dr.  &  War.  337  ; 
Gibson  v.  ITEste,  2  Y,  &  C.  C.  C. 
581  ;  Mill  V.  Hill,  3  H.  L.  828 ; 
Davey  v.  Durrant,  1  D.  &  J.  554  ; 
Tyrrdl  v.  Bank  of  London,  10  H.  L. 
26  ;  Hteypney  v.  Biddulph,  13  W.  R. 
576,  5  N.  K.  01)6  ;  Dally  v.  U^onham, 
3    Beav.  1(52. 


(t)  Att'Gen.  v.  Earl  of  Graven,  21 
Beav.  411. 

(u)  Neesom  v.  Clarkson,  4  Ha. 
103. 

(x)  lb.  See  as  to  allowance  for 
improvements  of  charity  property, 
Att,'Gen.  v.  Kerr,  2  Beav.  429  ;  Att- 
Gen.  V.  Magdalen  College,  18  Beav. 
254 ;  AtU'Gen.  v.  Davey,  19  Beav. 
527. 

(y)  Donovan  v.  Fricker,  Jac.  165. 

{z)  York  Buildings  Co.  v.  M^Kenxie^ 
3  Pat.  Sc.  Ap.  398,  579,  3  Ross.  L. 
0.  Sc.  305  ;  St4ipney  v.  Biddulph,  13 
W.  R.  576,  5  N.  R.  506. 

(a)  York  Buildings  Co.  v.  M'Ke^izie, 
3  Pat.  Sc.  Ap.  398,  579,  3  Ross.  L. 
C.  Sc.  305  ;  Att.'Gen.  v.  Kerr,  2 
Beav.  429  ;  Mill  v.  Hill,  3  H.  L. 
828. 
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allowance  be  made  for  monies  which  have  been  expended  upon 
the  property  with  the  view  of  rendering  it  impossible  for  the 
real  owner  to  recover  his  estate^  and  so  improving  him  out  of  it, 
as  it  may  be  called  (&). 

A  purchaser  who  seeks  to  set  aside  a  transaction  on  the 
ground  of  fraud  should  specially  pray  in  his  statement  of 
claim  for  the  repayment  of  repairs  and  improvements.  He  will 
be  credited  with  the  amount  of  repairs  and  improvements* 
executed  before  the  discovery  of  the  defect  in  title,  if  their 
repayment  is  specially  prayed  (c) ;  and  probably,  if  necessary, 
repairs  executed  during  or  pending  litigation^  if  specially 
prayed  (d), 

A  purchaser  who  has  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  land  set  aside 
on  the  gi'ound  of  fraud  is  entitled  to  a  lien  on  the  land  for 
the  purchase  money  which  he  has  paid  (e). 

In  a  case  where  a  purchase  was  set  aside  for  fraud,  and  the 
purchaser  was  decreed  to  pay  an  occupation  rent,  receiving 
back  his  purchase  monies  with  interest,  there  being  a  consider- 
able excess  of  the  rent  over  the  interest,  annual  rests  were 
directed,  until  the  principal  should  be  liquidated  (/)  ;  but  a 
special  case  must  be  shown  to  warrant  such  a  direction  (g). 

It  is  not  the  course  of  the  Court  to  direct  an  account  of 
wilful  neglect  and  default,  in  cases  where  the  possession  is  not 
piimarily  referable  to  the  character  of  mortgagee  (h).  When 
persons,  though  in  fact  mortgagees,  enter  into  possession  of 
rents  and  profits  in  another  character,  they  cannot  be  subjected 


Chap.  VII. 
Sect.  1. 


(h)  Kenney  v.  Brovm,3R\dg,  518  ; 
Stepney  v.  Biddulph,  5  N.  B.  505,  13 
W.  R.  576,  Sug.  V.  &  P.  287.  See 
Pelly  V.  Bascambe,  4  Giff.  390. 

(c)  See  Edwards  v.  M'Cleay,  2  Sw. 
289. 

{d)  Sug.  V.  &  P.  279  ;  Dart,  V.  & 
P.  439. 

(«)  Aheramun  Iron  Works  Co,  v. 
Wickem,  4  Ch.  101. 

(/)  Donovan  v.  Fricker,  Jac.  165. 

(g)  See  Neetom  v.  Clarkson,  4  Ha. 
97.. 


(h)  Murray  v.  Palmer,  2  Sch.  & 
Lef.  486  ;  Trevelyan  ir,  ChaHer^  4  L. 
J.  Ch.  N.  S.  214  ;  Murphy  y.  (TShea, 
2  J.  &  L.  422  ;  Skerwin  v.  Shake- 
speare, 5  D.  M.  &  G.  531  ;  Lord  Kenr 
sington  v.  Bouverie,  7  D.  M.  &  G. 
134,  156,  157  ;  Parkinson  r.  Han- 
bury,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  450.  See  decree 
in  Gresley  v.  Mousley,  4  D.  &  J.  101  ; 
but  see  decree  in  Murray  v.  Palmer, 
2  Sch.  &  Lef.  489  ;  Gibso^i  v.  I^Este, 
2  Y.  &  C.  C.  C.  581. 
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Chap.  VII.     to  that  special  liability  (i).     The  rule  may  be  different  if  a 

Sect.  1. 

special  case  of  fraud  be  made  out  (j). 

If  there  has  been  long  delay  in  bringing  the  action,  the 
account  of  rents  and  profits  will  be  limited  to  the  time  of 
bringing  the  action  (k). 

If  the  transaction  complained  of  is  one  in  which  a  trustee 
or  agent,  employed  to  purchase,  has  sold  property  of  his  own 
surreptitiously,  to  his  cestui  que  trust  or  principal,  the  right  of 

perty  of  his  own     ,       ,  .  .     ,  . 

surreptitiously  the  latter  IS  not  merely  to  rescind  the  contract  tn  toto,  or  to 
triwt^  principal,  ^hido  by  it  in  its  integrity,  but  to  hold  the  property,  and  to  pay 
^^  »  no  more  for  it  than  the  trustee  or  agent  himself  had  paid  (Z). 

If  the  agent  sells  to  his  principal  property  of  his  own  for  which 
he  has  paid  nothing,  the  principal  can  only  retain  the  property 
upon  the  tenns  of  paying  its  proper  value  (m). 

If  a  company  make  out  a  case  for  rescission  of  a  contract  on 
the  ground  of  fraudulent  representation  and  concealment  by 
the  promoters  or  directors,  the  terms  of  rescission  are  that  the 
promoters  or  directors  repay  the  whole  of  the  purchase  monies 
with  interest  at  4  per  cent.,  and  all  monies  in  the  nature  of  a 
bribe  which  they  have  received  for  neglecting  their  duty,  and 
all  profits  which  they  have  unduly  made,  the  company  on  the 
other  hand  to  account  for  any  profit  they  may  have  made  (n). 

If  a  company  which  has  been  brought  into  existence  by  pro- 
moters do  not  seek  to  rescind  the  contract  under  which  the 
company  has  been  formed,  but  elect  to  recover  from  the  pro- 
moter a  sum  of  money  as  due  to  them  for  profits  unfairly 
made,  the  promoters  will  be  allowed  all  expenses  properly  in- 
curred in  bringing  out  the  company,  but  they  are  not  entitled  to 
a  commission  (o) ;  and  in  estimating  the  amount  of  profits  which 


(t)  ParJdnson  v.  Hanhury,  2  E.  & 
I.  App.  Ca.  1. 

(j)  H&well  V.  Howell,  2  M.  &  C. 
478  ;  Adams  v.  Sworder^  2  D.  J,  &  S. 
44  ;  Parkinson  v.  Havhury^  2  E.  &  I. 
App.  Ca,  16, 

{k)  Pickett  V,  Loggon,  14  Ves.  231  ; 
Mulkallen  v.  Mai'wm,  3  Dr,  &  War. 
317. 

(/)  Bank  of  London  v.  TyrrcU,  10 


H.  L.  26  ;  Kimber  v.  Barber^  8  Ch. 
57. 

(m)  Cheat  Luxemburg  Railway  Co. 
V.  Magnay,  25  Beav.  595. 

(n)  Netv  SoTTibrero  Phosphate  Co,  v. 
Erktnger,  5  Ch.  D.  125  ;  Phosphate 
Seuxtge  Co.  v.  Hartmont,  ib.  456. 

(o)  Bagnal  v.  Carlton,  6  Ch.  D. 
389  ;  Kmma  Silver  Mining  Co,  v. 
lewis,  4  C\  P.  P.  407, 
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a  promoter  is  liable  to  refund,  he  will  be  allowed  all  suras  bond      ^^^  Y^' 

fide  expended  in  securing  the  services  of  directors,  and  pro- 

viding  their  qualifications,  and  in  payments  to  the  brokers  and 
officers  of  the  company,  and  to  the  public  press  in  relation  to 
the  company  {'p). 

If  the  trustee,  or  other  person,  filling  a  fiduciary  character,  or  has  bought 
has  purchased  surreptitiously  from  the  person  towards  whom  he  titiouaiy  from 
stands  in  such  relation,  and  the  latter  does  not  wish  for  a  re-   ^^ 
conveyance  of  the  property,  the  former  will  be  held  strictly 
to  his  bargain,  if  it  be  beneficial  to  the  estate.     If  it  be  not 
beneficial  to  the  estate,  the  property  will  be  ordered  to   be 
resold  and  reconveyed  to  another  purchaser,  if  a  better  can  be 
found ;  otherwise,  he  will  be  held  to  his  purchase ;  if  a  better 
purchaser  be  found,  he  will  be  regarded  as  a  trustee  for  the 
profit  on  the  resale  (g),  and  will  be  held  responsible  for  any  loss 
which  his  interference  with  the  sale  may  have  occasioned  {r\ 
In  a  case  where  an  estate  sold  under  a  decree  of  the  Court 
was  purchased  by  a  solicitor  in  the   cause  without  leave   of 
the  Court,  the  Court,  after  the  purchase  had  been  confirmed, 
ordered  the  estate  to  be  again  offered  for  sale  at  the  price  at 
which  he  had  purchased  it ;  and,  if  there  should  be  no  higher 
price,  that  he  should  be  held  to  his  purchase  (s).     In  WiUiam- 
son  V.  Seaherijt),  where  permanent  improvements  had  been 
made,  the  estate  was  put  up  at  its  improved  value,  subject  to 
the  question  whether  he  should  be  allowed  the  value  of  such 
improvements.     But   the   usual   course  is   to   order  that  the 
expense  of  repairs  and  improvements,  not  only  substantial  and 
lasting,  but  such  as  have  a  tendency  to  bring  the  estate  to  a 
better  sale,  after  making  an  allowance  for  acts  that  deteriorate 
the  value  of  the  estate,  shall  be  added  to  the  purchase-monies, 
and  that  the  estate  shall  be  put  up  at  the  accumulated  sum  (u). 

(p)  Emma  Silver  Mining  Co,  v.  («)  Sidney  y.  Ranker,  12  Sim.  118. 

Orayitf  11  Ch.  D.  922.  See  Neltfwrpe  v.  Pennyman,  14  Vee. 

(q)  Ex  parte  Reynolds,  .5  Ves.  707  ;  617. 

Ex  jxirte  Hughes,  6  Ves.  617  ;  Randall  {t)  3  Y.  &  C.  717. 

V.  Erringtorif  10  Ves.  428  ;  Ex  parte  {u)  Ex  parte  Reynolds,  5  Vea  707  ; 

Morgan,  12  Ves.  6  ;  Ex  parte  Lexcis,  Ex  parte  Lacey,  6  Ves.  625,  629  ;  Ex 

1  Gl.  &  Ja.  69.  parte  Bennett,  10  Ves.  381. 

(r)  Ex  parte  Lewis,  ib. 
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Sect.  I. 

been  pulled  down  after  the   purchase   shall,  if  incapable   of 

repair,  be  valued  as  old  materials :  but  otherwise,  as  buildJDgs 
standing  (x)»  If  the  trustee,  or  other  person  filling  a  fiduciary 
character,  who  has  purchased  property  surreptitiously  from  the 
person  towards  whom  he  stands  in  such  relation,  has  resold 
the  propeiiy  at  a  profit,  he  must  account  for  such  profit  with 
interest  (y). 

In  a  case  where  a  servant  took  an  agreement  for  a  lease  of 
premises  in  his  own  name,  but  really  as  the  agent  of  his  master, 
and  having  afterwards  denied  the  agency,  claimed  to  hold  the 
premises  for  his  own  benefit,  he  was  decreed  by  the  Court  to  be 
a  trustee  for  his  master  (z). 
Costs,  charges,        Where  a  transaction  is  set  aside  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  the 
anowST^^m-  P^^y  complaining  will  be  allowed  all  costs,  charges,  and  ex- 
plaining party,    penses  properly  incurred  in  respect  of  and  incident  to  the  trans- 
action, including  the  costs  of  conveyance  (a). 

In  taking  the  accounts  between  the  parties,  interest  at  the 
rate  of  4Z.  per  cent,  per  annum  will  be  allowed  on  all  monies 
expended  in  lasting  and  substantial  improvements  by  the  paity- 
in  possession.  The  same  rate  of  interest  will,  as  a  general  rule, 
be  debited  to  him  in  respect  of  monies,  &c.,  &c.,  received  by  him, 
and  of  costSj  charges,  and  expenses  properly  incuiTed  by  the 
complaining  party  (6).  If,  however,  there  has  been  a  breach  of 
duty,  and  violation  of  trust,  he  will  be  debited  with  interest  on 


Interest  allowed 
and  debited  on 
monies. 


(x)  Robinson  v.  Ridleyj  6  Madd.  2. 

(y)  Fox  V.  Macrethf  2  Bro.  C.  C. 
400  ;  Hall  v.  HalUUy  1  Cox,  134  ; 
Ex  parte  ReyjioldSf  5  Ves.  707  ;  Brook- 
man  V.  Rothschild,  3  Sim.  153 ; 
Rothschild  v.  Brookman,  2  Dow.  &  CI. 
188.  See  Bank  of  London  v.  Terrell, 
10  H.  L.  26. 

(2)  Earl  of  Stamford  v.  Dawson,  15 
W.  K  896. 

(a)  Edwards  v.  M'Cleay,  2  Sw. 
289;  Berry  v.  Armitstead,  2  Keen, 
221  ;  MuJhallen  v.  Marum,  3  Dr.  & 
War.  317  ;  Gibson  v.  D'Este,  2  Y.  & 
C.  C.  C.  581  ;  Slim  v.  Croucher,  1  D. 


F.  &  J.  520  ;  Haygarth  v.  Wearing, 
12Eti.  326. 

(6)  Gibson  v.  D^Este,  2  Y.  &  C. 
C.  C.  581 ;  Sharp  v.  Zeoc^,  31  Beav. 
603 ;  Maturin  v.  Tredennick,  12  W. 
R.  740.  See  Lovell  v.  Hicks,  2  Y.  & 
C.  55 ;  5L  per  cent  was  formerly 
allowed,  see  Jac.  166, 179.  See  also 
Edwards  v.  Brmme,  2  Coll.  107  ; 
Att.'Gen,  v.  Alfcrrd,  4  D.  M.  &  G. 
843  ;  Mayor,  <Sx.,  of  Benoick  v. 
Murray,  7  D.  M.  &  G.  513,  and 
is  sometimes  even  now  allowed ; 
Stepney  v.  Biddulpli,  13  W.  R.  576. 


RESCISSION. 


379 


monies  received,  or  profits  made  by  him,  at  the  rate  of  51.  per      Chap.  VII. 

Sect.   1  ■ 

ceDt.  (c).     If  there  has  been  negligence  on  the  paii;  of  the  com- 

plaining  party,  interest  will  not  be  allowed  (d). 

In  ordinary  cases,  when  the  Court  sets  aside  a  transaction,  ^o  reconveyance 

nntiJ  account 

the  defendant  has  a  right  to  insist  upon  an  account  before  he  is  be  taken. 
called  upon  to  reconvey  (e) ;  but  a  defendant  who  is  in  posses- 
sion under  a  pretended  purchase  cannot,  if  the  Court  shall  be 
of  opinion  that  there  has  been  in  fact  no  purchase,  insist  upon 
an  account  of  monies  paid  by,  or  owing  to  him,  which  he 
alleged,  but  failed  to  prove,  was  the  consideration  agreed  upon 
for  such  purchase  (/).  If  a  reconveyance  is  ordered,  and  an 
account  of  rents  and  payment  of  the  balance  is  ordered,  but 
no  lien  for  such  balance  is  given  on  the  estate,  the  conveyance 
must  be  made  at  once,  without  waiting  for  the  result  of  the 
accounts  {g). 

In  one  case  the  purchaser,  obtaining  a  decree  for  rescinding  a  Purchaser 
contract,  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  was  allowed  to  follow  the  stock  pu^hase  money! 
in  which  part  of  the  purchase  money  had  been  invested  (A).        • 

If  the  transaction  into  which  a  man  has  been   induced  by  Terms  of  rescis- 
fraud  to  enter  is  a  partnership,  the  terms  of  rescission  will  be  ghip  ^mwI*'^^'^" 
that  his  partner  or  copartners  repay  him  whatever  he  may  actions, 
have  paid,  with  interest  thereon,  and  indemnify  him  against  all 
claims  and  demands  which  he  may  have  become  subject  to  by 
reason  of  his  having  entered  into  the  partnership ;  he,  on  the 
other  hand,  accounting  for  what  he  may  have  received  since 
his  entry  into  the  concern  (i).     He  is  also  entitled  in  respect  of 
the  purchase  money  which  he  has  brought  into  the  partnership 
to  a  lien  on  the  surplus  of  the  paitnership  assets,  after  satisfy- 


(c)  Benson  v.  Heathomf  1  Y.  &  C. 
C.  C.  340  ;  Mayor,  d;e.  y  of  Berwick  \. 
Murray,  7  D.  M.  &  G.  618  ;  Bank  of 
Londmt  v.  Tyrrell,  10  H.  L.  63; 
Imperial  Mercantile  Association  v. 
Coleman,  6  R  &  I.  App.  Ca.  209  ;  but 
see  Emma  Silver  Mining  Go.  v. 
Grant,  11  Ch.  D.  922,  where  4  per 
cent,  only  was  debited. 

(rf)  M'Culloch  V.  Gregory,  I  K.  & 
J.  286. 


(e)  Murray  v.  Palmer,  2  Sch.  & 
Lef.  490  ;  Gibson  v.  lyEste,  2  Y.  & 
C.  C.  C.  681 ;  Wilkinson  v.  Fowkes, 
9  Ha.  694. 

(/)  Wilkinson  v.  Fowkes,  ib. 

(g)  Trevelyan  v.  Charter,  9  Beav. 
140. 

Qi)  Small  y.  Attwood,  Younge, 
507. 

(i)  LindL  on  Part.  p.  927. 
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OCCU     1« 

sums  which  he  has  paid  or  might  pay  in  satisfaction  of  partner- 
ship debts,  he  is  entitled  to  stand  in  the  place  of  the  partnership 
creditors  to  whom  he  made  the  payment  (Jc), 
Tenns  of  rescis-  ^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  heen  induced  by  false  representations  in  the 
manhas'^ii  prospectus  of  a  Company  to  take  shares  from  the  company,  he 
induced  by  fraud  is  entitled  to  recover  his  money,  and  to  have  his  name  removed 

to  take  shares  in 

a  company.  from  the  register  (Z).  If  he  has  received  dividends  before  dis- 
covering the  fraud,  the  terms  of  rescission  are  that  his  name 
shall  be  removed  from  the  register,  and  that  an  account  shall 
be  taken  of  what  sums  have  been  paid  to  him  by  the  com- 
pany, and  of  what  sums  he  has  received  with  interest  at  a 
reasonable  rate,  and  that  the  balance  shall  be  paid  to  him  with 
all  costs  (m). 
Removal  of  Where  a  person  in  order  to  defraud  his  creditors  has  trans- 

^m  K«i8tw*    f*^rr®<i  stock  to  a  fictitious  pei-son,  upon  proof  of  the  fact,  it  will 

be  ordered  that  the  fictitious  name  sh^^U  be  erased  from  the 

-register,  and  that  the  name  of  the  real  owner  be  inserted  {n). 

Removal  of  When  the  directors  of  a  company  have  power  to  decline  to 

ferL^'wherthere  ^^g^^^®^  ^^y  transfer  of  shares,  if  they  do  not  approve  of  the 

is  fraud  in  the    transferee,  and  have  registered  a  transfer  of  shares  which  they 

company.  i.  i  •  r-t 

had  reason  to  believe  was  a  bond  fide  instrument,  the  Court 
will,  after  a  winding-up  order  has  been  made,  expunge  from 
the  list  of  shareholders  the  name  of  the  tmnsferee  and  substi- 
tute in  his  place  the  name  of  the  shareholder,  if  it  be  shown 
that  the  transferee  was  a  man  of  stmw,  and  that  the  deed  of 
transfer  had  been  executed  in  collusion  between  him  and  the 
shareholder,  so  as  to  enable  the  latter  to  escape  from  his 
liability  to  the  creditors  of  the  company  (o).  So,,  also,  when 
a  director  of  a  company,  making  an  improper  use  of  his  posi- 
tion, had  transferred  his  shai^es  to  his  clerk,  under  circumstances 

(Jc)  Mycock  v.  Beatson,  13  Ch.  D.  Brickmaking  Co,,  4  Eq.  598. 
384.  (?i)  Green  v.  Bank  of  England,  3 

(I)  Blake^s    Case,   34   Beav.   639  ;  Y.    &  C.   722  ;  Arthur  v.  Midland 
Boss  v.  Estates  Investment  Co.,  3  Eq.  Railway  Co.,  3  K.  &  J.  204. 
122  ;  Fox's  Case,  37  L.  J.  Ch.  257  ;  (o)  Payne's  Ca^e,  9  Eq.  224  ;  Kin- 
Chester  V.  Spargo,  16  W.  R.  576.  trea's  Case.  5  Ch.  95  ;  Snow's  Case,  19 

(w)  Kent  V.  Freehold  Land  and  W.  R.  1057. 
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which  showed  that  he  did  so  to  escape  his  liability,  and  the      Chap.  VII. 

^     ^                    PIP                                 ^         Sect.  ]. 
transfer  was  registered,  the  name  of  the  transferee  was  removed 

from  the  list  of  shareholders,  and  that  of  the  director  was  sub- 
stituted (p).     So,  also,  where  a  shareholder  in  a  company  in 
which  the  approval  of  the  directors  is  necessary  to  the  transfer 
of  shares  pays  a  person  to  accept  a  transfer  of  his  shares,  and 
the  company  is  afterwards  wound  up,  his  name  will  be  placed  on 
the  list  of  contributories  instead  of  his  transferee,  unless  he  can 
show  that  the  consideration  expressed  to  be  paid  to  the  trans- 
feree was  in  fact  received  by  him  for  his  own  benefit,  and  that 
the  directors  were  in  fact  informed  of  everything  which  was 
material  for  their  decision  when  they  approved  the  transfer  (q). 
So,  also,  when  there  is  transfer  of  shares,  the  name  of  the  trans- 
feree will  be  struck  out  from  the  register,  and  that  of  the  trans- 
feror substituted  in  its  stead,  if  it  appear,  not  only  that  the 
transfer  was  made  to  get  rid  of  liability,  but  that  it  was  a  sham 
and  not  a  real  transaction,  and  was  not  intended  to  divest  the 
interest  of  the  transferor  and  to  render  the  transferee  the  real 
owner  of  the  shares,  but  the  transferee  held  them  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  transferor  (r). 

If  a  man's  name  has  been  placed  on  the  register  of  share-  Removal  of  name 
holders  of  a  company  without  his  consent,  through  the  false  ^^a  on  ^ 
representations  of  a  third  pai*ty,  and  an  order  to  wind  up  the  '^s^^*®^- 
company  has  been  subsequently  made,  the  Court  will  order  it 
to  be  removed  from  the  register  (s). 

There  can  be  no  rescission  of  a  contract  or  other  transaction,  Waiver  of  right 
if  it  appear  that  the  defrauded  party  has  at  any  time  after  '^^^^  ' 
knowledge  of  the  fraud,  either  by  express  words  or  unequivocal 
acts,  elected  to  affirm  the  contract  If  after  discovering  the 
fraud  he  has  in  any  manner  elected  to  aflSrm  the  contract,  his 
right  to  rescind  is  waived.  He  cannot  revoke  his  election,  and 
avail  himself  of  the  fraud  in  avoidance  of  the  contract,  accord- 
ing to  the  general  maxim  as  to  election  quod  semel  placuit  in 

(  p)  Gilbert^s  Casey  5  Ch.  560.  Humber  Iron  Works,  cfcc,  Co,,  45  L. 

(q)  Re  Eurapean  Association  Arbi-  J.  Ch.  48. 
tratimiy  PhUipp^s  Case,   18  Sol.    J.  («)  Be  Patent  File  Co.,  Ex  parte 

380.     See  Hodye^s  Case,  ib.  708.  White,  15  W.  R.  764.    See  WoocPs 

(r)  King's  Case,  6  Ch.   196 ;  Be  Case,  16  Eq.  240, 
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Chap.  VII.     dectionihus  arrvpUus  displicere  non  potest  {t).     Thus,  where  a 

Sect,  I. 

man  after  knowledge  of  the  fraud  continues  to  deal  with  the 

property  as  his  own,  he  thereby  affirms  the  contract  (u).  So,  also, 
the  taking  steps  to  enforce  a  contract  is  a  conclusive  election 
not  to  rescind  on  account  of  anything  known  at  the  time  (x). 
So  a  man  who  had  been  induced  by  fraudulent  misrepresenta- 
tions to  take  a  lease  of  a  mine,  having  continued  to  work  the 
mine  after  full  discovery  of  all  the  circumstances  of  fraud,  was 
held  to  have  lost  thereby  his  claim  to  be  relieved  from  the 
lease  {y).  But  in  a  case  where  the  insurance  of  a  ship  had 
been  obtained  by  the  non-disclosure  of  material  information 
respecting  it,  entitling  the  underwriter  to  an  election  to  avoid 
the  insurance,  it  was  held  that  the  merely  formal  act  of  deliver- 
ing out  the  stamped  policy,  in  conformity  with  the  slip  or 
memorandum  previously  signed,  was  not  such  an  act  as  of 
itself  determined  the  election  (z). 

Upon  the  same  principle,  when  a  man  has  been  induced  to 
take  shares  in  a  company  by  misrepresentation  contained  in  the 
prospectus,  and  after  discovering  the  true  state  of  the  facts, 
exercises  acts  of  ownership  over  the  shares  inconsistent  with  the 
repudiation  of  them,  as  by  contracting  to  sell  them,  he  can  no 
longer  have  the  contract  set  aside  and  his  name  removed  from 
the  register  of  shareholders  (a).  So,  also,  the  same  principle 
applies  where  a  man,  after  notice  of  the  fraud,  accepts  divi- 
dends upon  the  shares  (6) ;  or  does  any  act  in  affirmance  of  his 
position  as  shareholder  (c). 

If  the  party  defrauded,  having  once  discovered  his  right  to 
avoid  the  contract  as  fraudulent,  elects  to  affirm  it,  his  right  to 
avoid  it  is  not  revived  by  the  subsequent  discovery  of  additional 
incidents  of  fraud  by  which  it  was  obtained,  the  effect  of  such 

{t)  Co.     Litt    146 ;    Com.    Dig.  562. 

Election,  C.  2  ;  Chugh  v.  London  &  {z)  Morrison  v.  Univeraal  Marine 

North  Western  Railway  Co.^  L.  R  7  Inmrance  Association,  L.  R.  8  Exch. 

Exch.  36.  197. 

(tt)  Campbell  v.  Fleming,  1  A.  &  (a)  Ex  parte  Briggs,  1  Eq;  483. 

E.  40.  (6)  Sheffield's    Case,    John.    451 ; 

(a;)  Gray  v.  Fowler,  L.  R.  8  Exch.  Clarke  v.  Dickson,  El.  Bl.  &  EL  14a 

£80,  per  Lord  Blackburn.  (c)  Sharpley  v.  Louih  Raihcay  Co,, 

(y)  Vigers  v.  Pike,  8  CI.  &  Fin.  2  Ch.  D.  663,  supra,  p.  334.     . 
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discovery  being  only  to  strengthen  the  evidence  of  the  fraud  and      ^^p-  ^^^' 

not  to  affect  the  right  of  repudiation  which  had  been  waived  (ci). 

But  the  repudiation  of  a  contract  may  be  supported  by  any 
grounds  of  fraud  subsequently  discovered  (e). 

Mere  delay  in  determining  his  election  may  in  some  cases 
preclude  the  party  defrauded  from  avoiding  the  contract,  and  so 
operate  in  affirmance  of  it.  Lapse  of  time  without  rescinding 
will  furnish  evidence  that  he  has  determined  to  affirm  the  con- 
tract, and  when  the  lapse  of  time  is  great,  it  probably  would  in 
practice  be  treated  as  conclusive  evidence  that  he  has  so  deter- 
mined (/).  Thus  when  a  contract  for  insurance  is  voidable  for 
concealment,  if  the  insurer  by  delaying  his  election  to  rescind 
were  to  prevent  the  insured  from  insuring  elsewhere,  he  would 
be  precluded  from  afterwards  avoiding  the  insurance  (g). 

The  party  defrauded  may,  instead  of  rescinding  his  contract,  Right  of  party 
stand  to  the  bargain  even  after  discovery  of  the  fraud,  and  recover  ^ffim^contract 
damages  for  the  fraud,  or  he  may  recoup  in  damages  if  sued  by  *°^  recover 
the  vendor  for  the  price.     The  affinnance  of  the  contract  by  the 
vendee  after  discovery  of  the  fraud  merely  extinguishes  his  right 
to  rescind.     His  other  remedies  remain  unimpaired  (h).     The 
party  defrauded  may  elect  to  affirm  the  contract  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  the  remedy  upon  it  in  damages,  although  the  fraud 
renders  the  performance  impossible,  and  the  other  party  cannot 
allege  his  own  fraud  by  way  of  defence  ;  thus,  when  a  woman 
was  induced  to  enter  into  a  promise  to  marry  a  man  by  his  con- 
cealing the  fact  that  he  was  already  married,  it  was  held  that 
she  might  affirm  the  contract  by  remaining  unmarried  for  the 
purpose  of  claiming  damages  for  the  breach,  and  that  he  could 
not  set  up  the  marriage  which  he  had  fraudulently  concealed  in 


(rf)  Campbell  v.  Fleming,  1  A.  &  E. 
40. 

(e)  WrigMs  Case,  7  Ch.  55. 

(^f)  Clowjh  v.  London  <fc  North 
Western  B{f,ilway  Co,,  L.  K.  7  Exch. 
35  ;  per  Cur.  Morrison  v.  Universal 
Marine  Insurance  Co,,  ib.,  8  Exch. 
204,  supra,  p.  339. 

(gf)  Morrison  v.  Universal  Marine 


Insurance  Co,j  L.  R.  8.  Exch.  204. 

(h)  Wild  v.  Harris,  7  C.  B.  999 ; 
MiUward  v.  LiiUewood.,  5  Exch.  775  ; 
Clarke  v.  Dickson,  El.  Bl.  &  EL 
148 ;  Houldsworth  v.  Cily  of  Glasgow 
Bank,  5  App.  Ca.  323,  per  Lord 
Cairns.  See  Daibie  v.  Duncanson,  10, 
Dec.  of  Court  of  Session,  4th  series, 
810. 
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^s^*  T^'     order  to  discharge  him  from  his  promise  (i).     Though  a  person 

• '- —  purchasing  a  chattel  or  goods  concerning  which   the  vendor 

makes  a  fraudulent  misrepresentation,  may,  on  finding  out 
the  fraud,  elect  to  retain  the  chattel  or  goods,  and  still  have  his 
action  to  recover  any  damages  he  has  sustained,  the  same 
principle  does  not  apply  to  shares  or  stock  in  a  joint-stock  com- 
pany, for  a  person  induced  by  the  fraud  of  the  agents  of  a  joint- 
stock  company  to  become  a  partner  in  that  company  can  bring 
no  action  against  the  company  whilst  he  remains  in  it :  his  only 
remedy  is  restitutio  in  integrum  and  rescission  of  the  con- 
tract ;  and  if  that  becomes  impossible  by  the  winding  up  of  the 
company  or  by  any  other  means,  his  action  for  damages  cannot 
be  maintained  Qc). 
Mode  of  exercise      If  a  party  elects  to  rescind,  he  must  manifest  that  election 

of  right  of  elec-    ,  .        .  ,  ,  ,  .      .  .  .     , 

tion  to  rescind,    by  communicating  to  the  other  party  his  intention  to  rescind 

the  transaction  and  claim  no  interest  under  it.  The  com- 
munication need  not  be  formal,  provided  it  is  a  distinct  and 
positive  repudiation  of  the  transaction.  The  tnie  question  in 
determining  whether  there  has  been  rescission  is  whether  the 
acts  and  conduct  of  the  party  evince  an  intention  to  rescind  (Z), 
If  a  buyer  of  goods  has  been  imposed  on  by  the  vendor,  he  may 
refuse  to  accept  the  goods,  if  he  discover  the  fraud  before  delivery 
or  return  them,  if  the  discovery  be  not  made  till  after  delivery ; 
and  if  he  has  paid  the  price,  he  may  recover  it  back  on  oflFering 
to  return  the  goods  in  the  same  state  in  which  he  received 
them  (m).  If  the  party  defrauded  has  executed  a  conveyance, 
he  may,  on  returning  or  offering  to  return  the  consideration 
or  whatever  property  he  may  have  received' in  exchange  for 
that  which  he  has  conveyed,  recover  back  what  he  has  conveyed. 
If  the  subject-matter  of  the  contract  be  land,  and  there  has  been 
a  conveyance  to  him,  he  should  tender  a  reconveyance.  After 
the  tender  of  the  property,  or  a  reconveyance  if  it  be  land,  on 
refusal  by  the  vendor  to  receive  the  same,  the  expense  of  keeping 


(i)  WUd  V.  Harris,  7  C.  B.  999  ;  {I)  Mersey,  d:c.,  Steel  Co,  v.  Naylor, 

mUxcard  V.  Littleu'ood,  5  Exch.  775.  9  Q.  B.  D.  6G6. 

(k)  HouUlsworth  v.  City  of  Glasgoxo  (m)  Clarke  v.  Dickson,  EL  BL  & 

Bank,  5  App.  Ca.  317.  EL  148. 
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the  property  from  the  time  of  the  tender  may  be  recovered  (ti).      ^^*p-  ^^- 

It  18  a  sufficient  repudiation  of  a  contract  to  take  shares  in  a  com- 

pany  if  a  man  brings  an  action  to  have  his  name  removed  from 
the  list  of  shareholders,  or  takes  proceedings  under  sect.  35  of 
the  Companies  Act,  1862,  before  a  petition  for  winding  up  has 
been  presented  (o),  or  promptly  requires  the  directora  to  remove 
his  name  from  the  register,  though  he  does  not  take  proceedings 
under  sect.  35  of  the  Companies  Act,  1862  (^),  or  if  he  has 
refused  to  pay  the  allotment  money,  and  has  stated  to  the 
secretary  and  openly  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  company  that  he 
repudiates  the  shares,  though  he  has  taken  no  steps  to  have  his 
name  taken  off  the  list  of  shareholders  and  no  action  has  been 
brought  against  him  for  the  allotment  money  (q).  But  it  seems 
that  if,  notwithstanding  an  express  "repudiation,  the  other  party 
persists  in  treating  the  contract  as  in  force,  judicial  steps  should 
be  taken  in  order  to  make  the  rescission  complete  as  against 
rights  of  third  persons  which  may  subsequently  intervene  (r). 
When  the  original  contract  was  made  with  an  agent  for  the  other 
party,  communication  of  the  rescission  to  that  agent  is  sufficient, 
at  all  events  before  the  principal  is  disclosed  (s). 

It  remains  open  to  the  party  defrauded  to  rescind  the  contract 
by  way  of  defence  to  any  action  or  legal  proceeding  brought 
upon  it  The  plea  of  fraud  would  be  d  sufficient  determination  of 
election  to  avoid  the  contract,  although  there  was  no  declaration 
of  intent  to  rescind  before  the  time  of  pleading  (t).  The  plea 
at  common  law  is  in  the  general  form  that  the  defendant  was 
induced  to  make  the  contract  by  the  fraud  of  the  plaintiff 
without  further  alleging  the  avoidance.  But  the  plea  imports 
an  avoidance  of  the  contract,  and  it  is  necessary  to  prove  some 
act  of  avoidance  in  support  of  the  plea,  as  the  return  of  the 
goods  sold  or  the  like,  when  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
require  it  (u), 

{n)  Casioell  v.  CoarCf  1  Taunt  566.  (q)  M^NeilVs  Casey  10  Eq.  503. 

See    Dalhy  v.  PtUkrif  1   R.    &  M.  (r)  Kejit  v.  Freehold,  dtc,  Land 

296.                 •  Society,  3  Ch.  493. 

(o)  Rosit  V.  Estates  Investment  Co,,  (s)  Maipxard  v.  Eaton,  9  Ch,  414. 

3  Ch.  682  ;  Persse^s  Case,  I.  R.  6  Eq.  (t)  Morrison  v.  Universal  Marine 

298.  Insurance  Co.,  L.  R.  8  Excli.  204. 

(p)  Ex  parte  Sfiiels,  I.  R.  7  Eq.  (u)  Dawes  y.  Harness,  L.  R.  10  0. 

264  ;  IFood^s  Case,  15  Eq.  243.  P.   166.     When  a  defendant  to  an 
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^tiecb  V^*  Where  the  effect  of  the  contract  is  to  place  the  party  in 

a  position  or  invest  him  with  property  to  which  liahilities  are 
attached,  as  in  the  case  of  an  allotment  of  shares  in  a  company 
induced  by  fraud  or  misrepresentation  on  the  part  of  the 
company,  the  party  defrauded,  in  order  to  discharge  the  liability, 
must  not  only  avoid  the  contract,  but  must  also  disclaim  and 
repudiate  the  property  to  which  the  liability  is  incident.  In 
an  action  accordingly  against  a  shareholder  in  a  company  for 
calls,  it  was  held  that  a  plea  alleging  merely  that  he  was 
induced  to  become  a  shareholder  by  fraud  was  insufficient  as 
admitting  that  he  was  still  a  shareholder  and  subject  to  the 
liability,  and  that  it  was  necessary  further  to  allege  that  as  far 
as  possible  he  had  repudiated  the  shares  (x).  The  eflFeict  of 
repudiating  the  shares  upon  the  ground  of  fraudulent  allotment 
is  to  discharge  the  liabilities  ah  initio,  and  a  shareholder  was 
held  entitled  to  the  full  benefit  of  such  discharge,  although  in 
ignorance  of  the  fraud  he  had  accepted  a  cancellation  of  the 
shares  at  a  later  date  upon  other  grounds  (y). 
Parties  priry  to  Parties  who  are  implicated  in  the  fraud,  or  who  take  with 
by  resciflBion.      notice  of  the  fraud,  acquire  no  rights  against  the  party  defrauded, 

and  their  rights  acquired  through  the  contract  are  voidable 
together  with  the   contract  upon  which  they  depend.     Thus 
where  goods  bought  under  a  fraudulent  sale  were  consigned  to 
a  third  party  who  assisted  in  the  fraud,  and  who  sought  to 
recover  them  from  the  carrier  through  whom  they  had  been 
consigned,  it  was  held  that  the  avoidance  of  the  contract  by  the 
seller  was  an  answer  to  his  claim,  and  even  after  he  had  com- 
menced an  action  against  the  carrief  (z), 
Keflcisrion  when       There  may  be  rescission,  if  the  fraud  inducing  the  contract 
induced  by  fraud  ^as  that  of  an  agent  acting  in  the  business  of  his  principal  and 
o  agent.  within  the  scope  of  his  authority,  though  the  principal  was 

ignorant  of  the  fraud  and  free  from  all  moral  guilt,  or  even, 

action  pleads  fraud,  the  Court  will  ranee  Association  v.  Ayscough,  6  E.  & 

require  him  to  bring  into  Court  any  B.  761  ;  Bwlch  y  Plum  Mining  Co. 

money  which  the  plaintiff  has  paid  v.  Baynes,  L.  R.  2  Exch.  324. 
to  him.     Clwigh  v.  London  <fe  North  (y)  Wright's  Case,  7  Ch.  55. 

Western  Baihray  Co.,  L.  R.  7  Exch.  («)  Clough    v.    London    &    North 

26.  Western  Railway  Co.,  L.  R.  7  Exch. 

(j)  Drpomt  ci-  General  Life  Asuu-  26. 
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being   a  corporation,   was  necessarily  incapable  of    knowing     f^v-  VII. 

anything  except  by  its  agents^  and,  therefore,  free  from  all 

moral  guilt,  if  such  a  phrase  can  be  properly  applied   to  a 
corporation  (a). 

After  a  conveyance  has  been  executed,  the  Court  will  set  Rescission  after 
aside  a  transaction  only  on  the  ground  of  actual  fraud.     Mere  exeouSi,^ 
constructive  notice  is  not  sufficient  (b). 

Where  accounts  are  impeached,  the  Court  will  order  them  to  Opening 
be  opened,  though  extending  over  a  long  period  of  years,  if  they  **'**"" 
contain  a  single  fraudulent  entry,  and  will  not   merely  give 
liberty  to  surcharge  and  falsify  (c). 

In  the  case  of  the  bankruptcy  of  the  fraudulent  buyer,  the  ReBoission  by 
seller  n^ay  avoid  the  sale  and  claim  back  the  goods  against  the  bankruptcy  of   • 
trustee  in  bankruptcy,  because  the  trustee  takes  only  the  right  ^"^^d**!®"** 
and  interest  of  the  bankrupt ;  nor  can  the  trustee   claim  to 
retain  the  goods  as  having  been  in  the  possession  of  the  bank- 
rupt with  the  consent  of  the  true  owner,  for  the  seller  never 
consented  to  any  other  possession  in  the  bankrupt  than  in  the 
right  of  buyer,  and  the  seller  does  not  resume  the  position  of 
real  owner  until  disaffirmance  of  the  sale  (d). 

It  has  been  said  that  any  surreptitious,  dealing  between  one  RescisBion  when 
principal  to  a  contract  and  the  agent  of  the  other  principal  is  a  titiJIL^deaU^" 
fraud  in  equity,  and  entitles  the  last-named  principal  to  have  the  between  one 

*  pnncipal  and 

contract  rescinded  and  to  refuse  altogether  to  proceed  with  it  (e).  the  agent  of  the 
But  Lord  Justice  Hellish  was  not  willing  to  go  so  far.  The  Iq  j^contewt. 
consequence  of  fraud  in  his  opinion  was  that  the  Court  would 
see  that  the  defrauded  party  obtained  full  redress  for  the  fraud, 
as  far  as  that  could  be  given.  If  it  could  be  obtained  with  the 
contract  it  should  be  so  given  ;  if  not,  it  must  be  given  without 
the  contract,  and  rescission  must  be  allowed.  It  was  his  opinion 
that  the  situation  of  the  contract  in  question  was  one  of  the 
latter  kind.     The  only  way  in  which  the  injured  party  could  be 

(a)  HouldstDorth  V.  City  of  QUugovo  D.  150. 

Bank^  6  App.   Ca.   338,  j?er    Lord  {d)  Load  v.  Green^  16  M.  &  W. 

Blackburn.  216.    See  Re  Reedy  3  Ch.  D.  123. 
(6)  Wilde  V.  Gibson,  1  H.  L.  624.  («)  Panama  Telegraph  Co,  v.  India 

(c)  Geihvng  v.  KeighUy,  9  Ch.  D.  Rubber  Co.,  10  Cb.  515,  per  James,  ■ 

550.    See  JVateon  v.  Rodwell,  11  Ch.  L.  J. 
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^8ect  V^'  suitably  relieved  was  by  rescission.  The  case  was  this : — A  tele- 
graph  works  company  had  agreed  with  a  telegraph  cable  com- 
pany to  lay  a  cable,  the  same  to  be  paid  for  by  a  sum  payable 
when  the  cable  was  begun,  and  by  twelve  instalments  payable 
on  certificates  by  the  cable  company's  engineer,  named  in  the 
contract.  Shortly  afterwards  the  engineer,  who  was  engaged  to 
lay  other  cables  for  the  works  company,  agreed  with  them  to 
lay  this  cable  also  for  a  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  to  him  by 
instalments  payable  by  the  works  company  when  they  received 
the  instalments  from  the  cable  company.  It  was  held  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  the  agreement  between  the  engineer 
and  the  works  company  was  a  fraud,  entitling  the  cable  com- 
pany to  have  their  contract  rescinded,  with  a  return-  of  the 
money  which  they  had  paid  under  it  (/). 

In  the  coui'se  of  his  judgment  Lord  Justice  Mellish  said  as 
follows  : — "  I  am  not  quite  certain  that  I  go  the  full  length  to 
which  the  Lord  Justice  has  gone  in  thinking  that,  because  a 
person  has  been  party  to  a  fraudulent  act  of  this  kind  after  the 
contract  was  made,  the  mere  fact  of  his  having  been  guilty  of 
such  fraudulent  conduct,  supposing  that  a  full  remedy  for  the 
fraud  could  be  otherwise  obtained,  would  entitle  the  other  to  say, 
'  Because  you  acted  fraudulently,  therefore  I  will  have  nothing 
more  to  do  with  you,  and  I  will  not  carry  out  my  conti'act  with 
you.'  I  am  not  aware  of  any  authority  which  has  gone  to  that 
extent.  As  far  as  I  know,  the  consequence  of  fraud  is  that  the 
Court  will  see  that  the  party  defrauded  obtains,  as  far  as  can  be 
given,  full  redress  for  the  fraud  ;  and  I  have  thought  it,  there- 
fore, necessary  in  this  part  of  the  case  to  consider  whether  the 
plain tiflFs  could  be  relieved  from  the  consequences  of  this  fraud 
by  anything  short  of  the  relief  which  the  Vice-Chancellor  has 
given  them.  Now  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  give  a  con- 
clusive opinion  whether  at  law  there  would  be  a  defence  on  the 
ground  that  by  the  act  of  the  defendants  the  performance  of 
the  contract  has  been  rendered  impossible.  No  doubt  it  is  a 
clear  principle  of  law  that  if  by  any  act  of  one  of  the  parties 
the  performance  of  a  contract  is  rendered  impossible,  then  the 
other  side  may,  if  they  choose,  rescind  the  contract,  and  ce*r- 

(/)  Panama  Telegraph  Co,  v.  India  Rubber  Co.,  10  Ch.  515. 
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taiply,  according  to  the  case  of  Planche  v.  Colbwm  (g)  and     Chap.  VII. 

other  cases  it  appears  sufficient  if  the  contract  cannot  be  per- — 

formed  in  some  other  manner  not  very  different.  Still  there 
may  be  a  question  of  law  in  a  case  of  this  kind  as  to  how  far 
the  certificate  of  the  engineer  would  be  considered  so  much  of 
the  essence  of  the  contract  that  the  plaintiffs  having  been 
deprived  of  that  would  be  entitled  at  law  to  rescind  the  con- 
tract. But,  whether  it  is  so  or  not,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion 
that  if  by  any  fraudulent  misconduct  of  the  defendants  in  enter- 
ing into  an  agreement  with  the  engineer,  which  had  the  effect 
of  making  it  impossible  to  keep  him  as  a  disinterested  engineer, 
if  by  that  act  it  is  rendered  impossible  that  the  plaintiffs  can 
have  the  full  benefit  of  the  contract,  then  it  appears  to  me  that 
there  is  sufficient  to  entitle  them  to  rescind  the  contract. 
Now  the  way  in  which  the  question  arises  in  the  present  case 
is  really  this.  The  contract  has  been  broken,  and  it  seems  to 
be  clear  on  the  facts  that,  independently  of  the  question  which 
is  raised  before  us,  it  has  been  broken  by  the  plaintiffs,  and  so 
long  a  time  has  elapsed  that  neither  party  is  bound  to  the  other 
to  complete  the  contract.  The  only  question,  then,  is  whether  the 
defendants  ought  to  keep  the  £40,000  paid  them  by  the  plain- 
tiffs under  the  contract,  and,  besides  that,  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  sue  at  law  for  any  damages  they  may  have  sustained,  on  the 
ground  of  the  plaintifis  not  having  completed  the  contract.  . 
.  •  •  It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  in  the  highest 
degree  inequitable  to  allow  the  defendants  to  keep  the  £40,000. 
The  contract  having  been  broken  and  having  come  to  an  end, 
is  it  to  be  treated  as  having  been  broken  by  the  default  of  the 
plaintiffs  or  by  the  default  of  the  defendants  ?  It  appears  to 
me  clearly  that  the  defendants  have  deprived  the  plaintiffs  of 
the  advice  of  their  engineer,  and  having  by  improper  conduct 
deprived  them  of  his  advice,  the  contract  clearly  must  be 
treated  as  having  been  broken  off  through  the  default  of  the 
defendants,  and  having  been  broken  off'  through  their  default 
aad  misconduct,  it  follows  that  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to 
have  the  £40,000  paid  back  and  that  they  are  entitled  to  be 

(fj)  8  Bing.  14. 
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Chap.  VII.     protected  from  any  action  at  law  to  recover  damages  on  account 

Sect.  1. 


-  of  their  having,  as  alleged,  broken  the  contract." 
RescisBion  It  is  no  argument  against  setting  aside  a  contract  that  has 

may  accme  to  a   been  obtained  by  fraud  that  a  profit  may  be  given  to  a  share- 
^y  to  the        holder  who  is  a  party  to  the  fraud,  a  profit  because  he  will 

take  it  in  respect  of  his  shares,  and  that,  since  as  between 
co-conspiratoi"s  there  is  no  contribution,  his  brother  conspirators 
who  are  made  liable  for  the  fraud  cannot  make  him  repay 
his  contributions  (h).  "  The  Court,"  said  Jessel,  M.  R.  (i), 
"  will  not  hold  its  hands  and  avoid  doing  justice  in  favour  of 
the  innocent  because  it  cannot  apportion  the  punishment  fully 
amongst  the  guilty.  A  dozen  parties  to  a  fraud  may  be  de- 
fendants and  one  decree  or  judgment  go  against  all,  and  if  it 
is  a  fraud  of  such  a  character  that  none  of  them  can  bring 
an  action  for  contribution,  the  plaintiff  may,  at  his  will  and 
pleasure,  enforce  that  judgment  against  any  one  of  them  and 
perhaps  pass  over  the  most  guilty  of  them,  still  there  is  no 
remedy  as  between  those  who  commit  the  fraud.  It  is  one 
of  the  punishments  of  fraud  that  there  is  no  such  remedy, 
and  that  a  guilty  party,  though  not  the  most  guilty,  may  suffer 
the  greatest  amount  of  punishment.  It  is  one  of  the  deter- 
rents to  prevent  men  from  committing  fraud." 
Remedies  when  If  &  vendee  discover  that  he  is  insolvent,  and  that  it  is 
b^UwTlv^^l        ^^^  ^^  ^^^  power  to  pay  for  the  goods,  the  courts  have  allowed 

him  to  rescind  the  contract,  and  return  the  goods  to  the 
seller,  with  his  assent,  provided  he  did  so  before  the  contract 
was  consummated  by  an  absolute  delivery  and  acceptance,  and 
provided  it  was  done  in  good  faith,  and  not  with  the  colour- 
able design  of  favouring  a  particular  creditor.  He  cannot 
rescind  the  contract  after  the  transit  has  ceased,  and  the  goods 
have  been  actually  received  in  his  possession,  and  the  rights  of 
creditors  have  attached  (j). 
Following  goods  If  goods  are  obtained  from  the  vendor  by  means  of  a  fraudu- 
vM^oron mU-    ^®^*  misrepresentation  of  the  vendee  as  to  his  situation  and 

representation 

his  solvency.            (h)  New  Sombrero  Phospliaie  Co,  ^0  ;  Richardson  v.  Co«,  3  B.  &  P. 

V.  ErUinger,  5  Ch.  D.  114.  119  ;   NeaU  v.  Ball,  2  East,  117  ; 

(i)  II).  Dixon  V.  Baldwin^  5  ib.  175  ;  Salte 

(j)  Barim  v.  Freehnd,  6   T.  R.  v.  Field,  5  T.  R.  211. 
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circumstances,  the  vendor  may  elect  to  affirm  the  sale,  and  sue     Chap.  VII. 
for  the  price,  or  to  avoid  the  sale  and  follow  the  goods,  or  the '- — '■ 


proceeds  thei-eof,  into  the  hands  of  a  third  person  who  has 
received  them,  without  laying  any  new  consideration.  But  if 
he  proceeds  to  judgment  against  the  vendee  after  he  is  apprised 
of  the  fraud,  his  election  is  determined,  and  he  cannot  after-^ 
wards  follow  the  goods  into  the  hands  of  a  thiid  person  ou 
the  ground  of  fraud  (A:). 

If  a  specific  chattel  be  sold  under  a  warranty,  and  the  pror  Resciasion  of 
perty  has  passed  to  the  purchaser,  he  cannot  return  the  chattel  „nder  a  war- 
and  claim  back  what  he  has  paid,  or  resist  an  action  for  the  '^^^' 
price,  on  the  ground  of  breach  of  warranty,  unless  there  was  a 
condition  to  that  effect  in  the  contract;  but  must  have  recourse 
to  an  action  for   damages  in    respect  of  the  breach  of  war* 
ranty  (t).    The  case,  however,  is  different  if  fraud  can  be  shown. 
If  a  representation  be  made  fraudulently  for  the  purpose  of 
inducing  a  party  to  enter  into  a  contract,  the  party  defmuded 
is  entitled  to  avoid  the  contract  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  and 
may  recover  back  the  price,  notwithstanding  the  warranty  of 
the  same  matter  (m). 

In  the  case  of  money  paid  as  the  consideration  of  a  contract,  Actions  to 
the  party  defrauded  may  on  avoidance  of  the  contract  recover  ^^^^^  monfiyv 
the  amount  as  a  debt  (ti). 

When  a  defendant  has  fraudulently  procured  the  plaintiff  to 
sell  goods  to  a  person  who  cannot  pay  for  them,  and  the  de« 
fendant  gets  the  goods  into  his  possession,  he  cannot  set  up  the 
sale  to  him  because  his  own  fraud  has  procured  it,  and  the  mere 
possession  unaccounted  for  raises  an  asaumpait  to  pay  (o).  So 
also  if  under  similar  circumstances  there  has  been  a  re-sale  of 
the  goods,  and  the  defendant  obtains  possession  of  the  monies 
on  such  re-sale,  the  plaintiff  may  in  an  action  for  money  had 


(k)  Lloyd   V.    Breiffster,    4    Paige  (m)  Street  v.  Blay,  2  B.  &  Ad. 

(Amer.),  537  ;    Bank  of  Beloit    v.  462 ;    Murray    v.   Mann,  2  Excli. 

Beale,  7  Tiff.  (Amer.),  475.  638. 

(0  Street  v.  Blay,  2  B.  &  Ad.  462  ;  (n)  See  Oakes  v.  Turquand,  2  E.  & 

Dawson  v.  ColHs,  10  C.  B.  523 ;  Behn  I.  App.  Ca.  325. 
v.  Buniess,  3  B.  &  S.  755.  (o)  HiU  v.  Perrot,  3  Taunt  274. 
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Chap.  Vir. 
Sect.  1. 


Though  rescis- 
sion cannot  be 
bad,  action  of 
deceit  may  be 
maintained. 


Sales  by  Court 
set  aside  on 
ground  of  fraud. 


Omission  to 
specify  contracts 
as  required  by 
sect.  38  of  Com- 
panies Aot^ 
1867,  not  a 
ground  for 
rescission. 


Bights  of  parties 
on  rescission. 


and  received  recover  from  the  defendant  the  value  of  the  goods 
unpaid  for  by  the  purchaser  (p). 

Although  it  may  no  longer  be  open  to  the  party  defrauded, 
from  the  change  of  circumstances  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
meantime,  to  avoid  the  contract  or  transaction  upon  discovery  of 
the  fraud,  he  has  a  remedy  by  action  of  deceit  for  damages 
against  the  person  by  whose  misrepresentation  he  has  been 
misled  ^to  his  injury  (q)  ;  or  if  sued  on  the  contract  he  may 
recoup  in  damages  or  claim  a  reduction  from  the  contract  price 
to  the  same  extent,  if  the  price  is  still  unpaid. 

The  rules  with  respect  to  sales  by  the  Court  are  not  less 
stringent  than  in  ordinaiy  cases  (r).  If  a  sale  has  taken  place 
under  a  decree  of  the  Court,  and  there  has  been  false  repre- 
sentation or  undue  concealment  in  the  conditions  or  particulars, 
or  a  good  title  cannot  be  shown,  the  sale  will  be  set  aside  if 
application  be  made  before  conveyance  executed  (s).  If  the 
conveyance  be  executed,  the  purchaser  must  take  the  conse- 
quences, and  can  only  rely  on  the  covenants  (f), 

A  prospectus  omitting  to  specify  contracts  as  required  by 
sect.  38  of  the  Companies  Act,  1867,  and  not  otherwise  fraudu- 
lent in  respect  of  non-disclosure  under  the  general  doctrine  of 
law,  gives  a  remedy  to  the  party  taking  shares  against  the  pro- 
moters, directors,  and  officers  knowingly  issuing  the  prospectus  ; 
but  it  does  not  affect  the  contract  of  the  shareholder  with  the 
company,  nor  entitle  him  to  have  his  name  removed  from  the 
list  of  shareholdei-s  (u). 

In  cases  where  the  right  of  rescission  is  available  and  has 
been  exercised,  the  contract  is  as  if  void  ab  initio,  and  the 
rights  of  the  parties  must  be  determined  as  if  a  contract  had 
never  existed.  The  defrauded  party  is  therefore  entitled  to 
recover  back  as  upon  a  total  failure  of  consideration  all  sums 


'  (p)  AbbotU  V.  Barry,  2  Bro.  &  B, 
369. 

(q)  Clarke  v.  Dickson,  El.  Bl.  &  El. 
149  ;  Western  Bank  of  Scotland  v. 
Addie,  1  Sc.  App.  Ca.  167 ;  Houlds^ 
worth  V.  City  of  GUisgoir  Bank,  5  App. 
CiL  338,  ;)er  Lord  Blackburn. 

(r)  Lachlan  v.  Reynolds,  Kay,  55. 


(s)  lb.  ;  M^CtUloch  v.  Gregory,  1 
K.  &  J.  286 ;  Else  v.  Else,  13  Eq. 
196  ;  Broad  v.  Munton,  J2  Ch,  D. 
131. 

(t)  Thomas  v.  Powell,  2  Cox,  394  ; 
M^Culloch  V.  Gregory,  1  K.  &  J.  286, 

(w)  Cover's  Case,  1  Ch.  D.  182, 
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paid  by  him  under  the  contract,  and  has  a  valid  defence  against     Chap.  VII. 

an  action  for  recovery  of  sums  which  would  otherwise  be  due • 

under  the  contract  {x).  Anything  which  in  law  constitutes  a 
consideration  moving  to  the  innocent  party,  and  which  actually 
passes  from  the  contracting  party,  is  a  benefit  within  the  iiile 
that  benefits  received  by  a  person  seeking  to  avoid  a  fraudulent 
contract  must  be  restored  before  avoidance  (y). 

If  the  false  representation   by  which   a  contract  has  been  Compensation 

•     -11  ii^i-ii-i  11  1    allowed  in  case 

induced  was  not  made  fraudulently,  but  was  made  through  of  false  repre- 
mistake  or  misapprehension,  and  the  subject-matter  of  the  J^^gJ^j^j^^jj^^^ 
contract,  though  difi^erent  in  some  respects  and  in  certain 
incidents  from  what  it  was  represented  to  be,  is  not  so  different 
in  substance  from  what  it  was  represented  to  be  as  to  amount 
to  a  failure  of  consideration,  the  transaction  will  not  be  set 
aside,  if  the  party  who  made  the  representation  is  willing  to 
give  compensation  for  the  variance  (z),  and  the  variance  is  such 
as  to  admit  of  compensation  by  a  pecuniary  equivalent  (a).  If, 
however,  the  misdescription  of  the  property  is  such  that  it 
cannot  be  estimated  by  a  pecuniary  equivalent,  there  is  no  case 
for  compensation,  and  the  transaction  wiU  be  set  aside  (&). 

If  the  person  by  whose  fraudulent  misrepresentation  a  trans-  No  rescisBion  if 
action  has  been  induced,  is  not  himself  a  party  to  the  trans-  la^iJot^a  par^t/ 
action,  the  transaction  stands  good  and  cannot  be  repudiated,  if  *^®  transaction, 
the  other  party  to  the  transaction  has  not  been  party  or  privy 
to  the  fraud  (c).     If,  for  instance,  a  man  has  been  induced  by 
the  false  representations  of  a  third  party  to  deal  with  another, 
he  cannot  have  the  transaction  rescinded,  if  the  other  party  to 
the  transaction  has  not  been  party  or  privy  to  the  false  repre- 
sentation (d).    So,  also,  if  a  man  has  been  induced  to  take 


(x)  Hogan  v.  Uealey,  I,  R.  11  C. 
L.  122. 

{y)  lb.  125. 

{z)  See  Dyer  v.  Hargrave,  10  Ves. 
507  ;  Hill  v.  Buckley ^  17  Ves.  395  ; 
MaHin  v.  CoUeTy  3  J.  &  L.  496; 
Shackleton  v.  StUcliffe,  1  Deg.  &  S. 
620  ;  PuUford  v.  Richards,  17  Beav. 
96. 

(a)  Infra,  pp.  419,  420,421. 


(6)  Leyland  v.  Illingworth,  2  D.  F. 
&  J.  248  ;  Earl  of  Durham  v.  Legard, 
34  Beav.  612.  See  Howland  v. 
NorriSf  1  Cox,  61. 

(c)  Pvlsford  V.  Richards,  17  Beav. 
95  ;  Duranty's  Case,  26  Beav.  270 ; 
IFarth's  Case,  4  Drew.  529  ;  Re  Fel- 
gate's  Case,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  456. 

(d)  Puis  ford  V.  Ricfuirds,  17  Beav. 
95  ;  DuranUfs  Case,  26  Beav.  271. 
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Cluip.  VII.      shares  from  a  company  by  fraudulent  misrepresentations  made  by 
J ! some  person,  not  by  an  agent  of  the  company,  authorised  to  make 


any  representations  or  authorised  to  deal  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
pany, he  is  bound  by  his  contract  with  the  company,  and  cannot 
have  it  rescinded  (e).  So,  also,  if  a  man  has  been  induced  to 
buy  shares  in  a  company  from  a  shareholder,  on  false  aud 
fraudulent  representations  made  to  him  by  the  seller,  the  com- 
pany not  being  a  party  or  privy  to  the  fraud,  he  is  not  entitled 
to  have  the  transfer  set  aside  as  between  himself  anil  the 
company,  or  to  restrain  the  company  from  making  calls  on  him, 
whilst  he  is  a  shareholder.  His  remedy  is  against  his  vendor, 
to  compel  him  to  accept  a  re-transfer  of  the  shares,  and  for  an 
indemnity  for  the  losses  he  has  sustained  in  consequence  of 
having  taken  the  shares  (/). 

Cases  in  which  a  man  has  been  induced  by  false  represen- 
tations to  purchase  shares  directly  from  a  company  must  be 
distinguished  from  cases  in  which  the  transaction  is  not  with 
the  company,  but  is  between  two  individuals,  meeting  in  the 
market  and  dealing  for  their  private  interests,  like  the  seller 
and  purchaser  of  transferable  shares.  If  a  man  be  induced  by 
false  representations  on  the  part  of  the  directors  of  a  company 
to  purchase  shares  in  the  company  from  an  actual  shareholder 
who  has  not  been  himself  a  pai*ty  or  privy  to  the  false  repre- 
sentations, the  shares  cannot  be  forced  back  on  the  vendor, 
because  on  his  part  the  transaction  has  been  bond  fide,  nor  can 
the  ti'ansaction  be  set  aside  as  between  the  purchaser  of  the 
shares  and  the  company ;  for  the  contract  has  been  between 
individuals,  and  the  company  stands  in  point  of  law  in  the 
relation  of  a  third  party.  The  purchaser  of  the  shares  must 
seek  his  remedy  in  an  action  against  the  parties  by  whose  false 
representations  he  has  been  misled  (g). 
If  defr&adiug  Where  a  man  has  been  induced  to  enter  into  a  transaction 


party  is  not  a 


(e)  BrockmlVs  Case,  4  Drew.  205  ;  26  Beav.  271,  273  ;  fVorth's  Case,  4 

NicoWs  Case,  3  D.  &  J.  427.  Drew.  529. 

(/ )  See  Stainbank  v.  Femley,  9  {g)  Duranty's  Case,  26  Beav.  273, 

Sim.  556  ;  Seddon  v.  Conndl,  10  Sim.  274 ;  Inglis  v.  Lumsden,  21  Dec.  of 

58,  79 ;  Maturin  v.  Tredennickf  2  N.  Court  of  Session,  2nd  series,   200. 

R.  514,  4  N.  R.  15  ;  Duranty's  Case,  See  JForth's  Case,  4  Drew.  529. 
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by  the  false  and  fraudulent  representations  of  a  person  who  is     ^^p-  ^^^' 
not  a  party  to  the  ti^ansaction,  the  Court  will,  when  it  can  do 


party^to  the 

80,  make  him  make  good  his  assertion  as  far  as  is  possible  (A),  transaction  he 
And  it  can  do  this  in  many  cases.  Where,  accordingly,  upon  a  ^^  x«qu^  to 
treaty  for  mamage,  a  person,  to  whom  the  intended  husband  "^®  8^^  ?*^" 

•^  o  »       X-  '  representation. 

was  indebted,  was  asked  by  the  father  of  the  lady  to  make  out 
a  list  of  the  debts  of  the  intended  husband,  and  in  doing  so 
omitted  the  debt  which  was  due  to  himself,  on  the  representa- 
tion made  to  him  by  the  intended  husband,  that^  if  the  debt 
were  disclosed,  the  marriage  would  be  prevented  taking  place, 
he  was  after  the  marriage  restrained  by  perpetual  injunction 
from  enforcing  the  debt  against  the  husband  (i).  So,  also, 
where  upon  a  treaty  of  marriage,  a  brother,  in  order  to  make  it 
appear  that  his  sister  had  a  fortune  of  5002.  whereajs  she  had 
only  350Z.,  gave  her  a  sum  of  150!.,  so  as  to  make  up  500Z.,  and 
she  gave  him  a  bond  for  the  amount,  and  the  marriage  took 
place  upon  the  faith  of  the  representation,  it  was  held  that  the 
bond  could  not  be  enforced,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  delivered 
up  to  be  cancelled  (k).  So,  also,  where  a  man  had  made  a  false 
representation  as  to  the  value  of  property,  which  he  had  agi'eed 
to  charge  as  security  for  another  person,  his  representatives 
were  held  bound  to  make  it  good  (I).  So,  also,  where  issue  in 
tail  told  the  purchaser  of  an  annuity  bequeathed  to  a  younger 
brother  by  the  father's  will  that  there  was  a  settlement,  but 
that  he  had  not  seen  it,  he  was  held  bound  to  make  the 
annuity  good  (m).  So,  also,  where  a  marriage  was  contracted, 
and  a  settlement  made  on  the  faith  of  representations  by  the 
executor  of  a  will,  under  which  a  certain  sum  of  money  was 
left  to  the  intended  husband,  that  the  legacy  was  substantial 


{h)  PuUfard  v.  Richards,  17  Beav 
87,  95.  See  Amot  v.  Biscoe,  1  Ves. 
95  ;  Burrawes  v.  Lock,  10  Vea.  470 
BuMy  v.  EUi4y  17  Beav.  229 
Stephens  v.  Venahles,  31  Beav.  127 
Yeomans  v.  Williams^  1  Eq.  185 
comp.  Ellis  v.  Coleman,  25  Beav. 

673. 

(t)  NeviUe  v.  Wilkinson,  1   Bro. 
C.  C.  543.    See  Dalbiac  v.  DaWiac, 


16  Ves.  124  ;  VauxhaU  Bridge  Co,  v. 
Lord  Spencer,  Jac.  67. 

(k)  Gale  v.  Lindo,  1  Vem.  475. 
See  Montefiori  v.  Montefiori,  1  W. 
Bl.  363. 

(I)  Ingram  v.  Thorpe,  7  Ha.  67. 
See  Peek  v.  Gumey,  6  E.  &  I.  App. 
Ca.  393. 

(to)  Hobbs  v.  Norton,  1  Vem.  135. 
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and  safe  and  would  be  paid  at  a  future  time,  the  estate  of  the 
executor  was  held  to  have  thereby  become  indebted  for  the 
whole  amount  (n).  So,  also,  where  a  father,  previously  to  the 
marriage  of  his  daughter,  promised  to  the  intended  husband  to 
leave  her  a  sum  of  money,  and  the  promise  amounted  to  a 
distinct  engagement  or  undertaking,  and  the  marriage  took 
place  on  the  faith  of  such  representation,  the  Court  gave  effect 
to  it  against  the  estate  of  the  father  (o).  So,  also,  the  trustee 
of  a  fund,  who,  having  received  notice  of  an  incumbrance  on 
the  fund,  had  represented  to  a  creditor  of  the  beneficiary  that 
the  fund  was  unincumbered,  and  that  the  beneficiary  had  a 
right  to  make  an  assignment,  was  held  bound  to  make  up  the 
deficiency  (jp).  So,  also,  a  solicitor  who  had  made  to  his  client 
untrue  representations  respecting  a  property  on  which  his  client 
was  about  to  advance  money,  was  compelled  to  make  good  his 
representations  (q).  So,  also,  where  a  partnership  consisting  of 
more  than  seven  members  was  foimed  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
moting a  particular  undertaking,  and  two  of  the  promoters, 
being  members,  made  a  representation  that  a  certain  sum  of 
money  had  been  subscribed,  and  that  a  certain  sum  of  money 
would  be  required  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  under- 
taking, it  was  held,  on  an  order  for  winding-up  being  made, 
that  they  must  be  settled  on  the  list  of  contributories  for  all  the 
balance  of  the  unsubscribed  capital  up  to  the  sum  as  stated  by 
them  that  it  would  cost  (r).  So,  also,  where  A.  entered  into  a 
partnership  with  £.,  the  terms  being  that  B.  should  bring  in  as 
capital  the  business  premises  and  so  much  more  as  to  make  up 
a  certain  sum,  and  the  person  acting  as  solicitor  for  £.  in  the 
transaction,  who  furnished  the  valuer  with  particulai's,  concealed 
the  fact  that  he  had  a  mortgage  over  the  premises,  it  was  held 


(n)  Hutton  v.  Rossiter,  7  D.  M.  & 
G.  9. 

(o)  Hammersley  v.  De  Biel,  12  CL 
&  Fin.  45  ;  Barkworth  v.  Youngs  4 
Drew.  1  ;  Maunsell  v.  Hedges,  4  H. 
L.  1039  ;  Later  v.  Fielder,  32  Beav. 
I;  Ally.  Alt,  4  Giff.  84.  See  Jame- 
son V.  Stein,  21  Beav.  5  ;  Kay  v. 
Crook,  3   Sm.  &  G.  407  ;   Prok  v. 


Soady,  2  Giff.  1 ;  Stephens  v.  VmdbUSf 
31  Beav.  128. 

(p)  Burroioes  v.  Lock,  10  Ves. 
470  ;  Slim  v.  CroucJier,  1  D.  F.  &  J. 
518.  See  Peek  v.  Gumey,  6  E.  &  I. 
App.  Ca  390. 

(q)  Clelandv.  Leech,  5  Ir.  Ch.  478. 

(r)  Moore  tt*  De  la  Torre's  Case,  18 
Eq.  661. 
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on  the  bankruptcy  of  B.  that  the  solicitor  must  make  good  to     Chap.  VII. 

A       1  /•    1  V  Sect  1. 

A.  the  amount  of  the  mortgage  (s).  


If  a  man  either  makes  or  adopts  a  representation  the  contrary 
of  which  he  ought  haveknown,or  if  he  had  exercised  reasonable 
care  might  have  known  to  be  the  truth,  and  obtains  from  the 
Court  on  the  footing  of  that  representation  a  wrong  order,  he 
is  bound  to  afford  to  persons  injured  by  the  making  of  that 
order  a  complete  indemnity  of  its  consequences,  including  the 
costs  of  setting  the  matter  right.  Solicitors  accordingly  are 
liable  for  procuring  payment  of  money  to  the  wrong  person  (t). 

Though,  as  a  general  rule,  there  can  be  no  rectification  when  Rectification  of 
an  instrument  is  founded  on  fraud  (u),  there  may  be  rectification  ment  on  ground 
of  a  marriage  settlement  when  the  Court  is  satisfied  that  the  °'  ^ 
settlement  has  been  drawn  up  and  prepared  in  violation  of  the 
agreement  and  understanding  which  was  come  to  between  the 
husband  and  wife  before  the  marriage.  When  a  party  acting 
in  the  transaction  and  claiming  a  benefit  under  it  is  proved  to 
have  occupied  a  confidential  relation  to  a  lady  whom  he  after- 
wards manies,  and  has  undertaken  to  have  a  proper  settlement 
prepared  for  her,  has  an  improper  settlement  made  in  his  own 
favour,  the  Court  makes  the  settlement  as  it  ought  to  have 
been  made,  on  the  principle  that  the  husband  undertook  to  the 
wife  as  agent  to  see  that  a  right  settlement  was  made,  and  that 
he  is  bound  by  such  undertaking  (x).  In  Clarke  v.  Girdwood  (y), 
where  the  intended  husband  had  undertaken  as  agent  of  the  in- 
tended wife  to  have  a  settlement  prepared,  and  marriage  articles 
were  drawn  up  by  a  solicitor  upon  instructions  given  by  the  in- 
tended husband  the  night  before  the  marriage,  by  which  the  wife's 
property  was  limited  in  the  first  instance  to  him  for  life,  the 
Court  held,  in  an  action  by  the  wife,  that  he  was  bound  under 
the  circumstances  to  have  such  a  settlement  prepared  as  the 
Court  would  sanction,  that  such  settlement  would  give  the 
wife  the  first  life  interest  in  her  own  property,  and  that  there- 
fore the  limitations  were  contrary  to  the  intentions  of  the 

(«)  SUrry  v.  Cocmibs,  40  L.  J.  CL  602. 
695.  (x)  Carley  v.  Lord  Stafford,  1  D.  & 

(t)  Re  Spencer,  18  W.  R.  240.  J.  239. 
(«)  IVatt  v.  Grove,  2  Sch,  &  Lei         (y)  7  Ch,  D.  18. 
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^o^V^*     plaintiff,  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  settlement  should  be 

rectified  {z).      The   order  was   made  on  the    uncorroborated 

testimony  of  the  wife  (a). 

So,  also,  in  Smith  v.  Iliffe  (6),  a  lady,  a  ward  of  Court,  had 
married  during  her  minority,  and  the  Court  had  approved  of 
the  settlement.  Her  personalty  was  by  the  instrument  limited 
on  the  death  of  her  husband  and  in  default  of  children  (both 
which  events  had  happened)  to  the  wife  as  she  should  by  will 
appoint,  and  in  default  to  her  next  of  kin.  She  complained 
that  the  Court  had  not  provided  for  her  interests  as  they  ought 
to  have  been  provided  for,  she  being  an  infant ;  and  the  Court 
held  that  it  was  the  right  of  the  lady  after  the  death  of  the 
husband  to  have  the  settlement  reformed  and  put  in  such  a 
shape  as  the  Court  would  have  approved  of  if  the  thing  were 
new  and  nothing  had  been  done,  and  rectified  the  settlement 
by  limiting  the  property  in  the  events  which  had  happened  to 
herself,  her  executors,  and  administratoi*s  absolutely  (c). 

Another  class  of  cases  in  which  the  Court  will  rectify  a  settle- 
ment is  when  an  action  is  brought  by  the  grantor  to  set  aside  a 
voluntary  deed  in  so  far  as  it  conferred  a  benefit  on  collateral 
volunteers  on  the  ground  that  the  grantor  did  not  know  the 
precise  effect  of  the  deed  which  he  had  executed  or  the  conse- 
quences of  its  execution.  In  a  case,  accordingly,  where  the 
Court  was  satisfied  that  a  lady  did  not  understand  the  true 
effect  of  the  limitation  to  collaterals  in  a  voluntary  deed 
executed  by  her,  that  it  was  not  properly  explained  to  her,  and 
that  the  instructions  she  had  given  for  the  preparation  of  the 
settlement  were  materially  departed  from,  a  decree  was  made 
that  the  limitation  in  question  to  collaterals  should  be  can- 
celled, and  a  clause  introduced  so  as  to  bring  the  settlement 
into  accordance  with  the  instructions  she  had  given  (d). 
Belief  by  decUr-  The  Court  may  in  the  exercise  of  its  equitable  powers  relieve 
"^^^^^^         against  fraud  by  converting  the  person  guilty  of  the  fraud  into 

a  trustee  for  the  person  defrauded.     In   cases,  for  instance, 

(z)  See  Lovesy  v.  Smith,  15  Ch.          (c)  See  Cogan  v.  Duffidd,  20  £q. 

D.  655.  789. 

(a)  lb.  ((Q  MawMell  v.  Maunsdly  1  L.  R. 

(6)  20  Eq.  666.  I.  547. 
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where  a  man  has  fraudulently  appropriated  to  his  own  use      Chap.  VIL 

,  Soct.  1. 

monies  belonging  to  another,  the  Court  will  declare  him   a  ~ 

trustee  of  such  monies,  and  order  him  to  make  them  good  {e). 

The  Court  will  relieve  against  fraud  in  judicial  proceedings.  Mi©^  against 
If  a  party  has  been  induced  by  fraud  to  consent  to  a  decree,  or  menta,  probates, 
if  fraud  in  obtaining  a  decree  has  been  practised  on  the  Court,    ^ 
the  Court  will  grant  relief  on  being  satisfied  that  the  conduct 
of  the  party  himself  has  not  deprived  him  of  his  title  to  relief, 
and  that  the  relief  can  be  given  with  due  regard  to  the  just 
interests  of  others  (/). 

Where  any  fraud  or  collusion  has  been  practised,  a  sale  and 
conveyance  cannot  be  held  valid,  although  they  have  the 
colourable  protection  of  a  decree  of  the  Court  {g).  The  orders 
of  the  Court  cannot,  however,  be  set  aside  on  grounds  less 
strong  than  those  which  would  be  required  to  set  aside  trans- 
actions between  competent  parties  (h).  To  set  aside  on  the 
ground  of  fraud  a  decree  signed  and  enrolled,  actual  positive 
fraud  must  be  shown.  There  must  be  on  the  part  of  the  person 
chargeable  with  it  the  mains  animus,  the  Truda  mens  putting 
itself  in  motion,  and  acting,  in  order  to  take  an  undue  advan- 
tage for  the  purpose  of  actually  and  knowingly  committing  a 
fraud.  The  fraud  must  be  a  fraud  which  can  be  explained  and 
defined  upon  the  face  of  the  decree.  Mere  irregularity,  or  the 
insisting  upon  rights,  which  upon  a  due  investigation  of  those 
rights  might  bo  found  to  be  overstated,  or  over-estimated,  is  not 
the  kind  of  fraud  which  will  authorise  the  Court  to  set  aside  a 
decree  (i). 

Though  the  Court  of  Chancery  could  not  set  aside  the  judg- 
ment of  a  common  law  court  obtained  against  conscience,  it 
would  consider  the  person  who  had  obtained  a  judgment  as  a 
trustee,  and  would  decree  him  to  reconvey  any  property  that 
he  might  have  become  possessed  of  under  the  judgment,  on  the 

(e)  Rolfe  V.  Gregory,  4  D.  J.  &  S.  Eq.  283,  supra,  pp.  4,  326. 

576  ;    Charlton  v.    Coombs,  4  Gift  (g)  Colclough  v.  Bolger,  4  Dow.  C4. 

385  ;    Spencer  v.    Clarke,  9  Ch.  D.  {h)  Brooke  v.  Lord  Mostyn,  2  D.  J. 

137.  &  S.  416. 

(/)  Bamesly   v.   FovfeU,   1   Vee.  (t)  Patch  v.   JVard,  3   Ch.   203 ; 

120,  285  ;  Davenport  v.  Stafford,  8  comp.   Monckton  v.  Braddell,  T.  R. 

Beav.  522  ;  Shand  v.  Du  Buissom,  18  7  Eq.  41. 
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ground  of  laying  hold  of  his  conscience,  so  as  to  make  him  do 
that  which  was  necessary  to  restore  matters  as  before  (A;). 
With  respect  to  fines  which  had  been  obtained  by  fraud,  the 
Coui't  would  not  absolutely  set  aside  a  fine  so  obtained,  nor 
would  it  send  the  party  aggrieved  to  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  to  get  it  vacated.  The  course  of  the  Court  was  to 
consider  all  persons  taking  an  estate  under  the  fine  with 
notice  of  the  fraud  as  trustees  for  the  party  defrauded,  and  to 
decree  a  reconveyance  of  the  land,  on  the  general  ground  of 
laying  hold  of  the  conscience  of  the  parties  to  make  them  do 
that  which  was  necessary  for  restoring  matters  to  theii*  former 
position  (Z). 

Though  the  Court  of  Chancery  had  no  jurisdiction  to  relieve 
against  fraud  in  obtaining  the  setting  up  or  execution  of  a 
will  (m),  it  would  relieve  against  a  probate  obtained  by  fraud  by 
converting  the  party  taking  under  the  instrument  into  a  trustee 
for  the  party  defrauded  (n), 

"The  cases,"  said  Lord  Lyndhurst,  in  Allen  v.  Mdcpker- 
eon  (o),  "  in  which  this  Court  has  declared  a  legatee  or  executor 
to  be  a  trustee  for  other  persons  have  been  cases  in  which  there 
have  been  either  questions  of  construction  (p),  or  cases  in  which 
the  party  has  been  named  as  trustee,  or  has  engaged  to  take  as 
such((^).  or  in  which  the  Court  of  Probate  could  afford  no 
adequate  or  proper  remedy  (r)."  A  legacy  given  to  a  person  in 
a  character  which  the  legatee  does  not  fill,  and  by  the  fraudu- 
lent assumption  of  which  character  the  testator  has  been 
deceived,'  will  not  take  effect.  A  false  character,  however, 
attributed  by  a  testator  to  a  legatee  will  not  affect  the  validity 


{k)  Bamesly  v.  Powell,  1  Ves.  120, 
285. 

{I)  Cruise  Dig.  tit.  xxxV.,  c.  14,  8. 
12.  See  Pickett  v.  Loggon,  14  Ves. 
234  ;  Hampton  v.  Hampsoriy  3  V.  & 
B.  42 ;  Langley  v.  Fisher,  9  Beav. 
100 ;  Tarleton  v.  Liddell,  17  Q.  B. 
414. 

(m)  AUen  v.  Macpherson,  1  H.  L. 
191. 

{n)  Bamesly  v.    Powelly    1    Ves. 


287 ;  Allen  v.  Macpherson,  1  Ph. 
145, 1  H.  L.  213. 

(o)  1  H.  L.  214. 

(p)  Kennell  v.  Abbott,  4  Ves.  802. 

(q)  Thynn  v.  Thynn,  1  Vem.  296  ; 
Kennell  v.  Abbott,  4  Ves.  802  ;  Pod- 
more  v.  Gunriing,  7  Sim.  660. 

(r)  See  Segrave  v.  Kirwan,  Beat. 
157 ;  Charlton  v.  Coombs,  4  GifF. 
385 ;  fVilkinson  v.  Joughin,  2  Eq. 
310. 
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of  the  legacy,  unless  the  false  character  has  been  acquired  by  a     ^^1 Y^ 
fraud  which  deceived  the  testator  («).  

"A  court  of  equity,'*  said  Lord  Westbury,  in  M'Cormick  v, 
Grogan  (t),  "  has  from  a  very  early  period  decided  that  even  an 
Act  of  Parliament  shall  not  be  used  as  an  instrument  of  fraud, 
and  if,  in  the  machinery  of  perpetrating  a  fraud,  an  Act  of 
Parliament  intervenes,  a  court  of  equity  does  not,  it  is  time,  set 
aside  the  Act  of  Parliament,  but  it  fastens  on  the  individual 
who  gets  a  title  under  that  Act,  and  imposes  upon  him  a 
personal  obligation  because  he  applies  the  Act  as  an  instrument 
for  accomplishing  a  fraud.  In  this  way  the  Court  has  dealt 
with  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  and  in  this  manner  also  it  deals 
with  the  Statute  of  Wills.  If  an  individual  on  his  death-bed  or 
at  any  other  time  is  persuaded  by  his  heir  at  law  or  his  next  of 
kin  to  abstain  from  making  a  will,  or  if  the  same  individual, 
having  made  a  will,  communicates  the  disposition  to  the  person 
on  the  face  of  the  will  benefited  by  that  disposition,  but  at  the 
same  time  says  to  the  individual  that  he  has  a  purpose  to 
answer  which  he  has  not  expressed  in  the  will,  but  which  he 
depends  on  the  disponee  to  carry  into  effect,  and  the  disponee 
assents  to  the  request,  the  heir  at  law  in  the  one  case,  and  the 
disponee  in  the  other,  will,  if  it  clearly  and  distinctly  appear 
that  he  has  acted  malo  animo  and  that  the  testator  was 
beguiled  and  deceived  by  his  conduct,  be  converted  into  trustees 
simply  on  the  principle  that  an  individual  shall  not  be  benefited 
by  his  own  wrong." 

A  charter  which  has  been  obtained  from  the  Crown  by  fraud, 
may  be  repealed  by  aci,  fa,;  but  so  long  as  it  remains  unrepealed 
its  validity  cannot  be  disputed  (u). 


SECTION   II. — ^ACTION  OF  DECEIT — DAMAGES. 

An  action  on  the  case  for  damages  in  the  nature  of  a  writ  of       sect.  2. 
deceit  lies  against  a  man  for  making  a  false  and  fraudulent 

{$)  Giles  v«  Giles,  1  Keen,  692  ;  He  Ha.   574.    See  as  to  setting  aside 

Baddi-ngton,  22  Ch.  D.  602.  letters    patent  obtained   by  fraud, 

(t)  4  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  97.  AU.'Gen.  v.  Vernon,  1  Vem.  369. 
(u)  See  Macbride  v.  Lindsay,  9 

p  n 
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c^^  TO.  represfentation,  whereby  another  is  induced  to  enter  into  a  trans- 
action  and  by  so  doing  sustains  damage  (v).  If  the  representa- 
tion be  false,  it  is  immaterial  that  it  may  have  been  made 
without  any  fraudulent  intent  or  that  the  party  who  made  it 
may  have  derived  no  benefit  from  it  (x).  Fraud  accompanied 
by  damage  is  in  all  cases  a  good  ground  of  action  (y).  But  to 
maintain  an  action  of  deceit,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  person 
who  made  the  representation  should  know  it  to  be  false ;  it  is 
enough  that  the  representation  be  false,  if  it  be  made  recklessly 
without  any  reasonable  grounds  for  believing  it  io  be  true,  or 
under  circumstances  which  show  that  the  person  making  it  was 
careless  whether  it  was  in  fact  true  or  false,  and  be  made 
deliberately  and  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  the  person  to  whom  it 
is  made  reasonable  grounds  for  believing  that  it  was  meant  to 
be  acted  on  and  has  been  acted  on  by  him  accordingly  (^). 
There  is,  indeed,  fraud  to  support  an  action  of  deceit  if  a  man 
asserts  that  to  be  true  within  his  own  knowledge  which  he  does 
not  know  to  be  true,  or  makes  an  assertion  of  fact  as  to  which 
be  is  ignorant  whether  it  is  true  or  false  and  it  is  in  fact 
untrue  (a).  A  representation,  however,  honestly  believed  to  be 
true  by  the  party  making  it,  is  not  independently  of  a  duty  cast 
on  him  to  know  the  truth,  a  good  cause  of  action,  although  it 
may  prove  to  be  untrue  (6),  nor  indeed  is  a  rash  assertion  a  ground 
for  an  action  of  deceit,  unless  there  be  recklessness  as  to  whether 
it  was  true  or  false (c).  But  if  a  duty  be  cast  upon  a  man  to 
know  the  truth  and  he  makes  a  representation  in  such  a  way  as 
to  induce  a  reasonable  man  to  believe  that  it  is  true  and  is  meant 
to  be  acted  on,  he  cannot  be  heard  to  say,  if  the  representation 
proves  to  be  untrue,  that  he  believed  it  to  be  true  and  made  the 
misstatement  through  mistake;  ignorance,  or  forgetfulness  (d). 

(v)  Padey  v.  Freemariy  3  T.  R.  52,  242,  per  Cotton,  L.  J. ;  Redgrave  v. 

Mfpm,  p.  15.  Hurd^  20  Cb.  D.  13,  «fpra,  pp.  16, 17. 

(oj)  PolhiU  V.  Walter,  3  B.  &  A.  (a)  Redgrave  v.  Hurd,  ib.  supra, 

114;  Foster  v.  Charles,  7  Bing.  106,  p.  16. 

supra,  p.  16.  (6)  Haycraft  v.  Creasy,  2  East,  92  ; 

(y)  Ib. ;  Pasley.Y.  Freeman,  3  T.  Ormrod  v.  Huth,  14  M.  &  W.  651. 

R.  52.  (c)  Schroeder  v.  Mendl,  37  L.  T. 

(z)  Tayhr  v.  Asklm,  11  M.  &  W.  N.  S.  452. 

415 ;    Wew   v.    BeU,   3    Exch.    D.  {d)  Moens  v.  Heyvmth,  10  M.  & 
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A  distinction  must  be  drawn  between  an  action  of  deceit  and     ctap.  Vll. 

Sect.  2, 

an  action  or  proceeding  to  set  aside  a  contract  or  to  make  the 

directors  of  a  company  answerable  in  damages  for  money  whicb 
they  have  received.     Mere  concealment  is  not  sufficient  to  give 
a  right  of  action  to  a  man  who  if  the  real  facts  had  been  known 
would  not  have  entered  into  the  contract.    Mere  non-disclosure  of 
material  facts,  however  morally  censurable,  however  that  non- 
disclosure may  be  a  ground  in  a  proper  proceeding  and  at  a 
proper  time  for  setting  aside  a  contract,  will  not  form  a  ground 
of  action  in  the  nature  of  an  action  of  deceit.    There  must  be 
some  active  misstatement  of  fact,  or  at  all  events  such  a  partial 
and  fragmentary  statement  of  fact  as  that  the  withholding  of 
that  which  is  not  stated  makes  that  which  is  stated  absolutely 
false  (e).    In  an  action,  moreover,  for  setting  aside  a  contract 
which  has  been  obtained  by  misrepresentation,  the  plaintiff  may 
succeed,  although  the  misrepresentation  was  innocent ;  but  in 
an  action  of  deceit  the   representation   to   found  the  action 
must  not  be  innocent,  that  is  to  say,  it  must  be  made  either 
with  knowledge  of  its  being  false  or  with  a  reckless  disregard  as 
to  whether  it  is  or  is  not  true.     The  coming  into  existence  of  a 
fact  which  would  have  made  a  statement  in  the  prospectus 
untrue  if  it  had  existed  at  the  time  of  issuing  the  prospectus 
will  not  in  an  action  for  deceit  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  relief :  nor 
are  persons  issuing  a  prospectus  liable  to  an  action  for  deceit 
because  they  do  not  mention  a  fact  coming  to  their  knowledge 
before  the  allotment  of  shares  which  falsifies  the  prospectus. 
Moreover  in  an  action  of  deceit  the  plaintiff  cannot  establish  a 
title   to  relief  simply  by  showing  that  the  defendants  have 
made    a  fraudulent  statement;   he   must  also   show  that    he 
was  deceived  by  the  statement  and  acted  on  it  to  his  pre- 
judice (/). 

To  be  a  ground  for  an  action  of  deceit  the  false  statement 
must  be  material    With  respect  to  the  materiality  of  the 


W.  147  ;  Doyle  v.  HoH,  4  L.  R.  I.  Ca.  403,  per  Lord  Caimfl. 

668  ;  Phelps  v.   Whitey  7  L.  R   I.  (/)  Arkwright  v.  Newbold,  ,1*1  Ch. 

160,  mpra,  p.  29.  1^-  320 ;  Smith  v.  Chadwiek,  20  Ch, 

{e)  Peek  y.  Gumey,  6  E.  &  I.  App.  I>-  27.                                        ^ 

D  D   2 
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Chap.  VIT.     statement,  if  the  Court  sees  on  the  face  of  it  that  it  is  of  such  a 

Sect.  2.  . 

'— —  nature  as  would  induce  a  person  to  enter  into  a  contract  or 

would  tend  to  induce  him  to  do  so  or  that  it  would  be 
part  of  the  inducement  to  enter  into  the  contract,  the  infe- 
rence is  if  he  entered  into  the  contract,  that  he  acted  on  the 
inducement  so  held  out,  and  no  evidence  is  needed  to  show  that 
he  did  so  act ;  but  even  then  it  may  be  show^  that  in  fact  he 
did  not  so  act  in  one  of  two  ways,  either  by  showing  that  he  knew 
the  truth  before  he  entered  into  the  contract  and  therefore  could 
not  rely  on  the  misstatement,  or  else  by  showing  that  he  avowedly 
did  not  rely  on  it  whether  he  knew  the  facts  or  not.  He 
niay  by  contract  have  bound  himself  not  to  rely  on  it,  that  is, 
to  take  the  matter  at  his  own  risk,  whether  it  were  true  or 
not,  but  unless  it  is  shown  in  one  way  or  other  that  he  did  not 
rely  on  the  statement,  the  inference  follows.  Again,  in  an 
action  of  deceit,  even  though  the  statement  may  be  untrue,  yet 
if  it  was  made  in  good  faith  and  the  defendant  h<ad  reasonable 
grounds  for  believing  it  to  be  true,  the  action  will  not  lie  (g). 
Pinally,  it  is  not  every  misstatement,  although  untrue,  and 
untrue  to  the  defendant's  knowledge,  that  will  do.  It  may  be 
that  the  misstatement  is  trivial — so  trivial  that  the  Court  will 
be  of  opinion  that  it  could  not  have  affected  the  plaintiff's  mind 
at  all,  or  induced  him  to  enter  into  the  contract ;  or  it  may  be 
although  the  means  of  knowledge  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
defendant,  yet  the  matter  was  minute  and  required  a  careful 
examination,  and  there  may  have  been  reasonable  grounds  for 
the  defendant  to  believe  that  this  statement  i¥as  true,  although 
he  had  those  means  of  knowledge  in  his  possession.  In  that 
way  also  he  would  be  entitled  to  succeed  (h). 

In  a  case  where  there  was  a  misstatement  of  the  valuation  of 
a  property  in  the  prospectus  of  a  company  to  the  amount  of 
30002.  out  of  300,0002.  the  misstatement  was  held  not 
material  (i).  So  also,  when  money  was  to  be  paid  by  instal- 
ments, the  omission  to  mention  that  interest  was  also  payable 
was  held  not  material  (k). 

(g)  ^ith  V.  Chadivick,  20  Ch.  D.  (t)  lb. 

44,  per  Jessel,  M,  E.  {k)  lb. 

(/^  lb. 
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If  the  name  of  a  person  is  improperly  placed  on  the  list  of     <^p-  ^I- 


directors  of  a  company,  it  must  depend  on  the  circumstances  of  - 
the  case  whether  it  is  a  material  misstatement.  There  may  be 
cases  in  which  the  name  of  a  man  is  so  well  known  and  notorious 
in  connection  with  the  business  and  subject  matter  of  a  company 
that  the  occurrence  of  his  name  on  the  list  of  directors  would  be 
clear  and  undoubted  inducement  to  persons  to  embark  in  the 
concern.  But  in  the  absence  of  some  special  reason,  the  mere 
fact  that  one  name  out  of  several  happens  to  be  wrongly  inserted 
in  the  list  of  directors  is  not  sufficient  to  support  an  action  of 
deceit  (Z). 

An  actiqji  of  deceit  will  not  lie  if  the  Court  shall  be  of 
opinion  that  the  representations  in  the  prospectus  of  a  company, 
though  in  some  respects  inaccurate  and  not  free  from  careless- 
ness, are  a  fair,  honest,  and  bond  fide  statement  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant.  If  once  the  Court  comes  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  persons  who  made  the  representations  intended  to  act 
honestly,  and  there  is  any  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  terms> 
the  rule  will  prevail  that  things  will  be  presumed  to  have  been 
done  rightly.  If  a  statement  by  which  the  plaintiff  says  he  has 
been  deceived  is  ambiguous,  he  is  bound  to  state  the  meaning 
which  he  attached  to  it  and  cannot  leave  the  Court  to  put  a 
meaning  on  it  (m).  In  a  case  where  the  defendants  sent  to  the 
plaintiff  the  prospectus  of  a  company  for  wTiich  they  acted  as 
agents,  on  the  faith  of  which  the  plaintiff  took  shares  in  the 
company  ;  and  a  few  days  afterwai'ds  the  defendants  sent  to  the 
plaintiff  a  circular  containing  other  statements  respecting  the 
company,  but  the  plaintiff  did  not  receive  it  till  after  he  had 
taken  the  shares ;  it  was  held  that  the  circular  could  not  be 
taken  as  a  contemporaneous  document  with  the  prospectus  and 
could  not  be  read  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  it  (n). 

Where  a  transaction  has  been  induced  by  fraud  but  rescission 
is  not  competent  to  the  party  defrauded,  either  because  the 
parties  cannot  be  restored  to  their  original  condition  (o),  or 
because  the  person  by  whose  fraud  the  transaction  has  been 

(0  Smith  V.  Chadvncky  20  Ch.  D.      27. 
44.  W  lb. 

(m)  Smith  V.  Chadvnck,  20  Ch.  D.  (o)  Supra,  p.  367. 
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induced  is  not  a  party  to  the  transaction  (p),  the  party  defrauded 
may  bring  an  action  of  deceit  against  the  party  by  whose  fraud 
he  has  been  misled  to  his  injury  {q).  So  also  the  pai-ty  defrauded 
may  if  he  pleases  stand  to  the  contract  after  discovery  of  the 
fraud,  and  recover  damages  in  an  action  of  deceit  for  the 
fraud  (r).  So  also  an  action  of  deceit  will  lie  if  A.  makes 
inquiry  of  B.  as  to  the  circumstances  and  solvency  of  C,  and  B. 
fraudulently  misrepresents  them,  in  consequence  of  which  A. 
sells  goods  to  C.  and  suffers  loss  thereby  (s).  So  also  where  a 
man  enters  into  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  real  estate^  knowing 
that  he  has  no  title  to  it  nor  any  means  of  acquiring  it^  the 
purchaser  may  recover  damages  in  an  action  of  deceit  {t). 

A  purchaser  may,  after  the  execution  of  a  conveyance,  bring 
an  action  for  compensation  in  damages  for  fraudulent  misrepre- 
sentation of  the  property  (u).  The  fact  that  he  had  the  means 
of  discovering  an  error  amoimting  in  law  to  fraudulent  misrepre- 
sentation before  completion  does  not  take  away  his  right  to 
compensation  in  damages,  if  the  Court  is  satisfied  that  the  error 
was  not  in  fact  discovered  by  himself  or  his  solicitor  until  after 
the  completion  of  the  purchase  (x). 

Where  the  owners  of  a  mine  or  other  business,  which  they 
know  to  be  a  failure,  in  order  to  retrieve  sell  it  at  a  large  price 
to  a  trustee  for  a  company  consisting  of  themselves  in  which 
they  all  take  shares,  there  is  not  as  between  themselves  a  fraud 
of  which  any  of  them  can  complain.  But  if  any  of  the  share- 
holders of  the  new  company  sell  his  shares  to  anybody  of  the 
outside  public  upon  the  faith  of  the  simulated  agreement  for 
the  purchase  of  the  undertaking  being  a  true  one,  the  person  so 
deceived  has  his  remedy  against  the  person  who  sold  him  the 


(p)  Snpfa,  pp.  333,  394. 

(q)  Fadey  v.  Freeman,  3  T.  R.  62 
Matters  v.  Ihhersony  8  C.  B.  100 
TayU/r  v.  AskUm,  11  M.  &  W.  413 
PvXsford  V.  Richards,  17  Beav.  95 
Vuranty'a  Com,  26  Beav.  271. 

(r)  Supra,  pp.  383,  384. 

(f)  HiUchinson  v.  Bell,  1  Taunt. 
568 ;  Tapp  v.  Lee,  3  B.  &  P.  370; 
Eyre   v.    Dunrford,  1    East^    318; 


Hamar  v.  AUxwnder,  2  B.  &  P.  N.  C. 
241  ;  Clifford  v.  Brooke,  13  Ves.  133 ; 
Bruce  v.  Ruler,  2  Man.  &  R  3. 

(0  Bain  v.  FothergiU,  7  E.  &  I. 
App.  Ca.  207. 

(u)  JJobeU  V.  Stephens,  3  B.  &  C. 
623  ;  Pillmcre  v.  Hood,  5  Bing.  N. 
C.  97. 

(x)  Phelps  V.  JFhite,  7  L.  K.  I. 
16a 
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shares,  but  there  would  be  no  liability  on  the  part  of  the  com-.     ^**P-  ^^• 

Sect*  2. 


pany  as  such  (y).  - 

Under  Lord  Tenterden's  Act,  9  Geo.  4,  c.  14,  s.  6,  no  action 
shall  be  brought  whereby  to  charge  any  person  upon  or  by 
reason  of  any  representation  or  assurance,  made  or  given  con- 
cerning or  relating  to  the  character,  credit,  conduct,  ability, 
trade  or  dealings  of  any  other  person,  to  the  intent  or  purpose 
that  such  other  person  may  obtain  credit,  money  or  goods  upon, 
unless  such  representation  or  assurance  be  made  in  writing 
signed  by  the  party  to  be  charged  therewith.  A  representation 
partly  written  and  partly  verbal  is  sufficient,  if  the  written  part 
forms  a  material  part  of  the  representation  (z). 

The  representation  must  be  signed  by  the  party,  a  signature 
by  his  agent  will  not  suffice  (a). 

The  word  "  person  "  applies  to  corporations  (6).  One  partner 
of  a  firm  signing  such  a  representation  in  the  name  of  the  firm 
with  the  authority  of  the  firm  will  thereby  make  himself  only, 
and  not  his  partners  liable  on  such  representation  (c). 

A  principal  is  liable  to  third  persons  for  frauds,  deceits,  con-  Action  of  deceit* 
cealments,  torts,  and  omissions  of  duty  of  his  agent,  when  acting  for  fraud  of 
in  the  course  of  his  employment,  although  the  principal  did  not  **^*' 
authorise  or  justify  or  participate  in,  or  indeed  know  of  such  mis- 
conduct, or  even  if  he  forbade  the  acts  or  disapproved  of  them. 
But  the  principal  is  not  liable  for  the  torts,  or  negligence  of  his 
agent  in  any  matter  beyond  the  scope  of  his  agency,  unless 
he  has  expressly  authorised  or  has  subsequently  adopted  them 
for  his  own  use  and  benefit  {d). 

It  was  formerly  considered  to  be  the  law  that  to  found  an 
action  of  deceit,  the  fraud  must  be  a  personal  one  on  the  part  of 
the  person  making  the  representation,  and  that  a  principal  was 
not  liable  in  damages  for  the  false  representation  of  his  agent, 
unless  he  had  impliedly  authorised  him  to  make  the  representa- 

« 

(y)  Ex  parte  Taylor,  14  Ch.  D.  390.  Bing.  N.  C.  669. 

(z)  Tatt(mY.  Wade,  18  C.  B.  371.  (c)  fViUianu  v.  Mason,  28  L.  T. 

(a)  Smft  V.  Jewsbury,  L.  R.  9  Q.  232. 

B.  301 ;  Hoeegood  v.  Bull,  36  L.  T.  (d)  M*Ch%oan  v.  Dyer,  L.  R.  8  Q. 

617.  B.  146,  per  Lord  Blackburn. 

(6)  Boyd  ▼.  Croydon  Railtoay  Co.,  4 
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Chap.  vii.  tion  (e).  But  in  Barwick  v.  Englisk  Joint  Stock  Bank  (/),  Mr. 
_  Justice  Willes  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court  laid  it 
down  as  the  law  that  an  innocent  principal  is  civilly  responsible 
for  the  fraud  of  his  authorised  agent  acting  within  his  authority, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  business  which  he  is  employed  to 
perform,  to  the  same  extent  as  if  it  were  his  own  fraud. 

This  doctrine  of  law  proceeds  not  on  the  ground  of  any  impu- 
tation of  vicarious  fraud  to  the  principal,  but  because  with  respect 
to  the  question  as  to  the  liability  of  a  principal  for  the  acts  of 
his  agent  done  in  the  course  of  his  master's  business  and  for  his 
master's  benefit^  no  sensible  distinction  can  be  drawn  between 
the  case  of  fraud  and  any  other  wrong.  The  principle  of  the 
law  of  agency  applies  equally  to  all  such  cases.  It  may  be 
that  the  master  has  not  authorised  the  particular  act,  but  he  has 
put  the  agent  in  his  place  to  do  that  class  of  acts,  and  he  is 
answerable  for  the  manner  in  which  that  agent  has  conducted 
himself  in  doing  the  business  which  it  was  the  act  of  the  master 
to  place  him  in  {g).  It  is  of  course  assumed  in  all  such  cases  that 
the  third  party  who  may  seek  for  redress  has  been  dealing  in 
good  faith  with  the  agent  in  reliance  upon  the  credentials  with 
which  he  has  been  entrusted  by  the  principal,  and  had  no  notice, 
either  of  any  limitation  material  to  the  question  of  the  agent's 
authority,  or  of  any  fraud  or  other  wrongdoing  on  the  agent's 
part  at  the  time  when  the  cause  of  action  arose  (^). 

A  company,  whether,  incorporated  or  not,  is  like  any  other 
principal  liable  to  an  action  of  deceit  for  the  misrepresentation 
of  its  directors  or  other  agents,  if  the  statement  relates  to  a 
matter  as  to  which  they  are  agents,  and  if  it  be  made  in  the 
coui-se  and  as  part  of  the  business  which  they  are  appointed  by 
the  company  to  transact  (i).     This  doctrine  was  approved  of  In 

(«)  Udell  V.  Atherton,  7  H,  &  N,  Ca.  326,  ^w  Lord  Selbome  ;  Mackay 

172,  per  Martin,  B. ;  Western  Baiik  v.  Commercial  Bank  of  New  Brun*- 

of  Scotland  v.  Addie,  1  Sc  App.  Ca.  tnck,  L.»R.  5  P.  C.  394. 

162,  per  Lords  Chelmsford  and  Cian-  (h)  Hoiddsworth  v.  City  of  Glasgow 

worth.  Banky  5  App,  Ca.  326,  per  Lord  Sel- 

(/)  L.  R.  2  Exch.  265.  borne, 

(gf)  Barwick  v.  Englisk  Joint  Stock  (i)  Barwick  v.  Englisk  Joint  Stock 

Banky  L.  R.  2  Exch.  265  ;  Houlds-  Bank,  L.  R.  2  Exch.  266. 
worth  V.  CUy  of  Glasgow  Bank,  5  App. 
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Mackay  v.  Contynsrcial  Bank  of  New  Brunswick  (j).    In  that     Chap-  vii. 

case  the  oflScer  of  a  banking  corporation,  whose  duty  it  was  to '- — 

obtain  the  acceptance  of  bills  of  exchange  in  which  the  bank 
was  interested/ fraudulently  and  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  bank,  made  a  representation  to  a 
man,  which  by  omitting  a  material  fact  misled  him  and  induced 
him  to  accept  a  bill  in  which  the  bank  was  interested,  and  he 
was  compelled  to  pay  the  bill    It  was  held  he  could  recover 
from  the  bank  the  amount   so  paid.    "Barwick  v.  English 
Joint  Stock  Bank"  said  Lord  Blackburn  in  Houldsworth  v.* 
City  of  Glasgow  Bank  (k),  "  was  decided  just  before  the  decision 
in  Addie  v.   Western  Bank  of  Scotland,  and  the  noble  and 
learned  Lords  who  advised  the  House  were  not  aware  of  the 
decision.     One  point  there  decided  was  that  in  the  old  form  of 
English  pleading,  the  fraud  of  the  agent  was  described  as  the 
fraud   of  the   principal  though  innocent.      This   was  a  very 
technical  question.     The  substantial  point  decided  was  that  an 
innocent  principal  was  civilly  responsible  for  the  fraud  of  his 
authorised  agent  acting  within  his  authority  to  the  same  extent 
as  if  it  were  bis  own  fraud.     It  is  not  necessary  now  to  decide 
whether  that  was  right  or  wrong  as  the  law  stood  before  the 
decision  in  Addie  v.  Western  Bank  of  ScoUand,  nor  whether  it 
was  overruled  by  that  decision.     Mackay  v.  Commercial  Bank 
of  New  Brunswick  was  decided  after  Addie  v*  Western  Bank  of 
Scotland  and  was  distinguished  from  it.     I  do  not  think  your 
Lordships  need  inquire  whether  successfully  or  not." 

The  principle  on  which  Barwick  v.  English  Joint  Stock  Bank 
proceeded  was  followed  in  Swire  v.  Francis  (I),  and  Weir  v. 
BeU  (m).  But  in  the  latter  case  LordBramwell  said  he  did  not 
Consider  the  reasoning  on  which  .Barwick  v.  Englisfi  Joint 
Stock  Bank  was  founded  was  satisfactory,  but,  nevertheless, 
he  thought  it  might  be  supported  on  other  grounds.  **  I  think," 
he  said,  "  that  every  person  who  authorises  another  to  act  for 
him  in  the  making  of  any  contract  undertakes  for  the  absence 
of  fraud  in  that  person  in  the  execution  of  the  authority  given 

{j)  L.  R.  5  P.  C.  394.  (l)  3  App.  Ca  113. 

(k)  6  App.  Ca.  339.  (m)  3  Exch.  D.  244. 
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^^  ^^^     as  much  as  he  undertakes  for  the  absence    ....    in  himself 
'—^ —  when  he  makes  the  contract" 


Action  of  deceit  When  the  prospectus  of  a  company  omits  to  specify  contracts 
Act,  1867, 8.  88,  entered  into  by  the  promoter  or  directors  or  trustees  of  the 
SwmpMiea!^"  company  before  the  issue  of  such  prospectus,  as  required  by 

sect.  38  of  the  Companies  Act,  1867,  a  man  who  has  been 
induced  by  the  concealment  to  take  shares  in  the  company  has 
his  remedy  against  the  directors  issuing  the  prospectus,  and 
may  recover  from  them  the  price  he  paid  for  his  shares  (n). 

r"w*7'**fIJ^ii  "^^  ^  general  rule  one  agent  is  not  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
of  other  agent,     another  agent  unless  he  does  something  by  which  he  makes 

himself  a  principal  in  the  fraud  (o).  The  director  of  a  company, 
for  instance,  is  not  liable  for  a  fraud,  such  as  the  issue  of  a 
fraudulent  prospectus,  committed  by  his  co-directors  or  any 
other  agent  of  the  company,  unless  he  has  either  expressly 
authorised  or  tacitly  permitted  its  commission  (p).  But  if  the 
director  or  promoter  of  a  company  knows  all  that  his  fellow 
directors  or  promoters  knew,  and  gives  authority  to  them  to  issue 
a  prospectus,  and  it  appears  that  looking  at  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  he  must  be  deemed  to  have  given  authority  to  issue 
such  a  prospectus  as  was  actually  issued,  and  that  he  could  not 
have  supposed  that  a  prospectus  telling  the  whole  truth  could 
ever  be  issued,  he  cannot  avail  himself  of  the  defence  that  he  had 
not  taken  a  part  in  preparing  or  issuing  the  prospectus  (q). 
Uohes.  A  man  who  has. by  his  laches  or  delay  barred  his  right  to 

repudiate  a  contract  to  take  shares  in  a  company  on  the  gi*ound 
of  fraudulent  representation  cannot  maintain  an  action  of  deceit 
against  the  directors  for  damages  founded  on  the  same  misre- 
presentation (r), 
Measore  of  In  actions  of  deceit  the  measure  of  damages  is  not  the  full 

*^"'*****  consideration  which  has  passed  from  the  defrauded  party.    Any 

benefits  received  by  him  under  the  contract  must  be  taken  into 

(n)  G<mr'$  Casey  1  Ch.  D.  182;  (o)  CargUlv,Botoer,lOCh.'D.  614. 

Charlton  v.  Hay,  31  L.  T.  N,  S.  437  ;  (p)  lb. 

SuUimn  v.  Mitealfe,  6  C.  P.  D.  466  ;  (q)  lb.  ;  Peek  v.  Gumty,  6  £.  &  L 

Jury  v.  Stoker,  9  L.  R.  I.  397.    See  App.  Ca.  378. 

tupra,  pp.  77 — 81,  as  to  constraction  (r)  OgUvie  v.  Owrrie,  37  L.  J.  Ch. 

of  the  clause.  641  ;  Peek  v.  Gumey,  13  Eq.  79. 
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consideration,  and  the  damages  recoverable  will  be  the  excess     ^*p-  ^^» 

only  of  the  value  of  the  one  over  the  other  («).    The  measure  of — 

damages  is  the  difference  between  the  actual  value  of  the 
property  and  its  value  if  the  property  had  been  what  it  was 
represented  to  be.  When  a  man  has  been  induced  by  false 
representations  in  a  prospectus  to  take  shares  in  the  company, 
the  proper  mode  of  measuring  the  damages  is  to  ascertain  the 
diflference  between  the  purchase-money  and  what  would  have 
been  a  fair  price  to  be  paid  for  the  shares  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  company  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  (Q.  The 
party  defrauded  can  only  recover  damages  to  the  extent 
of  the  loss  he  has  actually  sustained.  He  cannot  recover 
the  entire  price  he  paid  unless  the  thing  prove  wholly 
worthless.  If  the  article  which  he  has  been  induced  to 
buy  is  of  any  value,  that  value  in  assessing  the  damages 
must  be  deducted  from  the  price.  If  the  article  had  any 
value  and  he  has  by  his  own  act  diminished  or  destroyed  that 
value,  he  cannot  throw  the  loss  so  occasioned  on  the  defendant 
But  if  the  article  was  worthless  from  the  beginning  and  only 
derived  its  apparent  value  from  the  representation  which  has 
proved  false,  the  measure  of  damages  is  the  price  which  the 
plaintiff  was  induced  to  give  for  it  by  the  fraud  on  which  the 
action  is  founded.  If  the  article  was  a  share  in  a  company  it 
may  be  that  it  may  have  had  some  fictitious  value  in  the  share 
market  at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  but  the  plaintiff  having 
invested  was  not  bound  to  sell  it  immediately.  He  was  fully 
entitled  to  wait  until  the  company  was  in  operation  (u). 

Where  there  is  a  fraudulent  misrepresentation  of  the  cha- 
racter or  condition  of  goods,  the  vendor  is  responsible  for  all 
injury  which  is  the  direct  and  natural  result  of  the  purchaser 
acting  on  the  faith  of  the  representation.  Where,  therefore,  a 
cattle  dealer  fraudulently  represented  a  cow  to  be  free  from 
infectious  disease  when  he  knew  it  was  not  so,  and  the  pur- 
chaser placed  it  with  five  others  which  caught  the  disease  and 

(«)  Hogan  v.  Healey^  I.  R.  11  C.  D.  302. 

L.  122.  (u)  Twyerosa  v.  Granty  2  C.  P.  D. 

(0  Davidson  v.  TvllocK,  3  Macq.  469,     See  Jury  v.  Stoker,  9  L.  R.  I. 

798  ;  Arkwrighi  V.  Newbold,  17  Ch.  397. 
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^^P-  ^^-      died,  tLe  latter  was  held  entitled  to  recover  as  damages  in  an 

action  for  fraudulent  misrepresentation  the  value  of  all  the 

cows  (a?). 

In  an  action  for  false  representation  the  plaintiff  cannot 
recover  damages  if  thej  are  too  remote  and  not  the  immediate 
consequence  of  the  defendant's  act  (y).  Costs  incurred  upon 
the  discovery  of  the  falsehood  of  a  representation  in  order  to 
reverse  the  consequences  of  the  representation  are  too  remote 
an  injury  to  be  included  in  a  verdict  upon  an  action  of 
decieit  («). 

In  a  case  where  a  man  had  purchased  shares  under  a  forged 
transfer,  and  the  name  of  the  real  owner  was  afterwards  substi- 
tuted, it  was  held  that  the  purchaser  was  entitled  to  recover 
from  the  company  for  their  negligence  in  registering  the  forged 
transfer,  as  damages  for  the  loss  of  the  shares,  the  value  of  the 
shares  at  the  time  the  company  first  refused  to  recognise  him 
as  a  shareholder,  with  interest  at  four  per  cent  (a). 

If  a  mine  owner  fraudulently  works  into  the  mines  of  his 
neighbour  and  abstracts  his  minerals,  he  will  be  charged  the 
full  value  of  the  minerals  when  gotten,  without  being  allowed 
the  expenses  of  getting  and  severing  them.  The  expenses, 
however,  of  raising  the  miuei*als  to  the  pit's  mouth  will  be 
allowed  him  (6).  He  will  also  have  to  pay  compensation  for 
the  use  of  a  way-leave  under  the  land.  If  he  dies,  his  executor 
will  not  after  his  death  be  liable  in  damages  for  what  damage 
the  owner  of  the  mine  may  have  sustained  by  the  abstraction 
of  coal  from  under  his  land.  The  estate  of  the  wrongdoer  is  only 
liable  for  such  profit  as  it  may  have  derived  from  the  fraud  (c). 

When  a  person  employed  to  purchase  purchases  secretly  from 
himself  but  the  fraud  complained  of  does  not  touch  the  value 

(x)  Mvllett  v.  Mason,  L.  K.  1  C.  (a)  Re  Bahia  <fe    San   Francisco 

P.  559.  Railway,  L.  R.  3  Q.  B.  594. 

(y)  Collins  v.  Cave,  4  H.  &  N.  225 ;  (6)  Llynvi  Co,  v.  Brogdai,  11  Eq. 

Barry  v.  Crosskey,  2  J.  &  H.  1  ;  Peek  188  ;  Philipps  v.  Homfray,  6  Ch. 

v.  Gumeyf  6  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  412.  770  ;  but  see  Jegon  v.  Vivian,  6  Ch. 

See  Barber  v.  Lesiter,  7  C.  B.  N.  S.  742. 

175.  (c)  Philipps  v.  Homfray,  W.   N. 

(is)  Hyde  v.  Bulmer,  18  L.  T.  N.  (1883),  40. 
S.  293. 
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of  the  article  sold,  but  consisted  only  of  the  fraudulent  conceal-     ^^^p-  vn. 

"^     .  .  Sect.  2. 

ment  by  the  agent  that  he  was  selling  to  his  principal,  the 

proper  measure  of  damages  is  the  diflFerence  which  the  agent 
paid  and  the  price  at  which  the  principal  might  have  re-sold 
it  upon  the  same  day  upon  which  he  bought  it  from  the  agent. 
What  occurs  afterwards  cannot  be  taken  into  account  (d). 


SECTION   II  r. — INJUNCTION — RECEIVER, 

The  appropriate  remedy  of  the  Court  may  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  case  be  by  way  of  injunction.  In  restrain- 
ing by  injunction  acts  which  are  fraudulent  the  Court  exercises 
a  most  extensive  jurisdiction.  Injunctions  may  be  had  upon  a 
proper  case  being  made  out  to  restrain  a  man  from  parting  with 
or  transferring  property,  or  paying  or  recovering  monies  (e), 
from' negotiating  securities  (/),  from  selling  property,  &c.  Q/). 
So  also  injunctions  may  be  had  to  restrain  the  piracy  of  trade 
marks  (h).  So,  also,  if  a  man  has  by  his  conduct  encoumged 
another  to  expend  monies  on  property,  or  deal  in  a  matter  of 
interest,  the  Court  will  restrain  him  from  derogating  from  the 
interest  in  which  that  other  has  been  induced  to  deal,  or  from 
enforcing  his  legal  right  against  him,  unless  the  latter  has 
received  the  benefit  which  he  contemplated  at  the  time  he  was 
induced  to  alter  his  condition  {i).  Where,  accordingly,  a  lessor, 
pending  an  agreement  for  a  building  lease,  represented  to  the 
intended  lessee  that  he  could  not  obstruct  the  sea  view  from  the 
houses  to  be  built  by  the  lessee,  pursuant  to  the  proposed  lease^ 
because  he  himself  was  a  lessee  under  a  lease  for  999  years,  con- 
taining covenants  which  restricted  him  from  so  doing ;  but  after 
the  building  lease  had  been  taken,  and  the  houses  built  upon  the 
faith  of  the  representation,  the  lessor  surrendered  his  999  years* 
lease,  and  took  a  new  lease  omitting  the  restrictive  covenants, 
the  Court  restrained  him  by  injunction  from  building  so  as  to 

(d)  Wadddl  v.  Bhckey,  4  Q.  B.  D.  {h)    Kerr    on    Inj.,    367  —  383 ; 

680.  Johnston  do  Co,  v.  Orr  Evnng,  7  App. 

{e)  Kerr  on  Inj.  631.  Ca.  219  ;  Singer,  dbe,y  Co,  v,  Loog,  8 

(/)  lb.  630.  App.  Ca.  15. 

(jg)  lb.  528.  (i)  Supra,  p.  97. 
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Chap.  VII.     obstruct  the  sea  view  ik).    So,  also,   where  on  one  of  two 

-~ —  partners  retiring  from  business,  it  was  left  to  arbitration   to 

determine  what  was  to  be  paid  to  the  retiring  partner  for  the 
goodwill  of  the  business,  and  the  arbitrators,  on  the  clear  under- 
standing of  the  parties  that  the  retiring  partner  would  not  set 
up  trade  in  the  vicinity,  allowed  him  5001.  as  his  share  of  the 
goodwill,  but  the  award  was  silent  on  the  subject ;  the  Court, 
nevertheless,  upon  parol  evidence  of  the  understanding  on  which 
the  award  was  made,  restrained  him  from  carrying  on  trade  in 
the  same  vicinity  (t).  So,  also,  a  man  who  has  permitted  the 
owner  of  the  adjoining  premises  to  rebuild  them  to  a  greater 
height  than  they  were  before,  and  to  alter  his  ancient  lights  and 
to  open  new  ones,  will  be  restrained  by  injunction  from 
interrupting  the  lights  after  they  are  completed  (m).  If  a  fair 
primd  facie  case  of  fraud  be  made  out  by  the  bill,  the  Court 
may  appoint  a  receiver  before  the  hearing  (n). 


SECTION   IV. — DEFENCE  TO   SPECIFIC   PERFORMANCE. 
Sect  4.  Where  a  party  comes  to  the  Court  for  specific  performance 


ance. 


Fraud  a  bar  to     ^^  ^  Contract,  he  must  as  to  every  part  of  the  transaction  be  free 
specific  perform-  fj^Q^  ^ny  imputation  of  fraud  or  deceit.     An  agreement  affected 

by  misrepresentation  or  tainted  by  deceit  is  incapable  of  being 
made  the  subject  of  the  interference  of  the  Court  in  order  to 
compel  its  specific  performance  (o).  When  the  aid  of  the  Court 
is  sought  by  way  of  specific  performance  of  a  contract,  the 
principles  of  ethics  have  a  more  extensive  sway  than  when  a 
contract  is  sought  to  be  rescinded.  The  Court  is  not  bound  to 
decree  specific  peiformance  in  every  case  where  it  will  not  set 
aside  a  contract,  or  to  set  aside  everv  contract  that  it  will  not 
specifically  perform  (p).    When  the  rescission  of  a  contract  is 

(Jc)  Piggott  v.  Strattony  John.  359,  (n)  StiUwell  v.  Jenkins,  Jac.  280  ; 

1  D.  F.  &  J.  33.  Kerr  on  Receivers,  68. 

(Q  Harrison  v.  Gardiner,  2  Madd.  (o)  Harris  v.  Kemhle,  7  L.  J.  Ch. 

198.  83,  6  Bligh,  730.    See   Walttrs  v. 

(m)  Gotching  v.  Bassett,  32  Beav.  Morgan,  3  D.  F.  &  J.  718. 

101.  See  further,  supra,  96 — 102;  {p)  Gadmany,  Homer,  IS  Yea.  10; 
Kerr  on  Inj.  184, 
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sought,  a  case'inust  be  made  out  showing  that  the  transaction 
is  not  only  unfit  to  be  acted  on  in  equity,  but  is  also  unfit 
to  be  acted  on  at  law  (g) ;  but  it  does  not  follow,  though 
a  contract  be  good  in  point  of  law,  that  it  must  be  carried 
into  execution  in  equity.  Mauy  circumstances  may  operate 
to  induce  a  court  of  equity  to  refuse  its  assistance,  though 
the  agreement  may  stand  the  test  of  a  court  of  law  (r).  The 
Court  in  such  cases  simply  refuses  to  interfere,  leaving  the 
parties  to  such  consequences  as  may  follow  from  the  legal  rights 
which  the  contract  may  have  given  them  (s).  Specific  perform^ 
ance  rests  with  the  discretion  of  the  Court  upon  a  view  of  all  the 
circumstances  (t),  and  with  an  eye  to  the  substantial  justice  of 
the  case  (u).  There  can  be  no  specific  performance  if  a  material 
and  important  fact  be  untruly  stated  (x),  or  if  there  be  a  mis^ 
description  of  the  property  to  a  material  extent  in  the  conditions 
of  sale  (y).  It  is  no  answer,  in  a  suit  for  specific  performance, 
to  the  fact  of  the  plaintiff  having  made  a  false  representation, 
to  say  that  the  defendant  was  imprudent.  A  man  who  calls  for 
specific  peiformance  must  be  able  to  show  that  his  conduct  has 
been  clear,  honourable,  and  fair  (z).  The  Court  must  see  its 
way  very  clearly  before  it  will  decree  specific  performance,  and 
must  be  satisfied  as  to  the  integrity  and  good  faith  of  the  party 
seeking  its  interference  (a).  Misrepresentation  as  to  a  small 
portion  only  of  the  property,  the  subject  of  the  contract,  will,  if 
the  misrepresentation  is  intentional,  prevent  a  man  from  coming 


Chap.  YIL 
Sect.  4. 


Tigers  v.  Pike,  8  CI.  &  Fin.  646 ; 
JVilde  V.  Cfib8<m,  1  H.  L.  607  ;  Raw- 
lins V.  JVickhamy  3  D.  &  J.  322  ; 
Broad  r.  Muntouy  12  Ch.  D.  131. 

(q)  Vigers  v.  Pike,  8  a.  &  Fin. 
646.  See  JViOan  v.  JFillan,  2  Dow. 
275. 

(r)  Martin  r.  Mitchell,  2  J.  &  W. 
420 ;  Bartlett  v.  Salmon,  6  D.  M.  & 
O.  33 ;  Higgins  v.  Savfuls,  2  J.  &  H. 
460. 

(«)  Bellamy  v.  Sahine,  2  Ph.  449  ; 
Myers  v.  Watson,  1  Sim.  N.  S.  629. 

(t)  White  V.  Davum,  7  Ves.  33 ; 
Baddiffe  v.  Warrington,  12  Ves.  331 ; 


FaZcfce V.Gray, 4 Drew. 659;  Waism 
V.  Marston,  4  D.  M.  &  G.  230. 

(u)  King  v.  Hamilton,  4  Peters 
(Amer.),  311. 

(x)  Price  v.  MacatUay,  2  D.  M.  & 
G.  339. 

(y)  Cahallero  v.  Henty,  9  Ch. 
447;  Goddard  v.  Jeffreys,  51  L.  J. 
Ch.  57. 

(a)  Cox  v.  Middleton,  2  Drew.  220  ; 
Walters  v.  Morgan,  3  D.  F.  &  J.  718. 
See  PhUipps  v.  Homfray,  6  Ch.  770. 

(a)  Brealy  v.  Collins,  You.  327 ; 
Walters  v.  Morgan,  3  D.  F.  &  J.  718. 
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to  the  Court  to  have  the  contract  enforced.     It  is  not  sufficient 
.that  the  vendor  oflFer  to  waive  the  portion  affected  by  the 
representation  (&).     The  effect  of  a  partial  misrepresentation  is 
not  to  alter  or  modify  the  agreement  pro  tanto,  but  to  destroy 
it  entirely,  and  to  operate  as  a  personal  bar  to  the  party  making 
the  application   (c).      Misrepresentation  of   a  material  fact, 
although  innocently  made,  will  be  a  bar  to  the  application  {d). 
If  a  prospectus  be  issued  containing  material  representations, 
and  a  person  accepts  shares  on  the  faith  of  the  representations, 
the  party  who  made  the  representations  cannot,  if  they  prove  to 
be  untrue,  compel  the  other  party  to  accept  the  shares,  although 
he  believed  what  he  stated  to  be  true  (e).    It  is  a  defence  to  a  bill 
for  specific  performance  that  the  plaintiff  has  made  inaccurate 
representations  with  respect  to  the  property,  the  subject  of  the 
contract,  although  these  representations  proceeded  upon  and 
had  reference  to  sources  of  information  which  were  equally  open 
to  all  parties,  and  might  have  enabled  the  defendant  to  detect 
the  alleged  inaccuracies,  if  the  evidence  shows  that  they  could 
not  have  been  easily  detected  (/).     There  may,  however,  be 
specific  performance  although  the  description  of  the  property, 
the  subject  of  the  contract,  be  incorrect,  if  it  appear  that  the 
purchaser  knew  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  that  the  representa- 
tion was  untrue^  or  inspected  the  property  before  making  the 
purchase^  and  so  acted  upon  his  own  judgment  in  the  matter  (g) ; 


(b)  Viscount  Clermont  v.  Tashurgh, 
IJ.  &W.  119,120. 

(c)  lb. ;  Steioai^  v.  Alliston,  1 
Mer.  26.  See  Rawlins  v.  Wickham, 
3  D.  &  J.  321. 

(d)  Ainslie  v.  Medlycott,  9  Ves.  13, 
21  ;  Higginson  v.  Clowes^  15  Ves. 
524  ;  Stewart  v.  AUiston,  1  Mer.  26  ; 
Price  V.  Macaulay,  2  D.  M.  &  Q. 
339  ;  Biggins  v.  Samels,  2  J.  &  H. 
460 ;  comp.  WTiite  v.  BradshaWy  16 
Jur.  738  ;  Hume  v.  Pocock,  1  Ch. 
379. 

(e)  New  Brunswick,  dkc.,  Bailway 
Co.  V.  MuggeridgCf  1  Dr.  &  Sm.  363, 
362. 


(/)  Harris  v.  Kemble,  7  L.  J.  Ch. 
85,  5  Bligh,  730  ;  Denny  v.  Hancock, 
6  Ch.  1.  See  Rawlins  v.  Wickham, 
3  D.  &  J.  318 ;  HiggvM  v.  Samds,  2 
J.  &  H.  468  ;  Colby  v.  Gadsden,  15 
W.  R.  1185. 

{g)  Dyery.  Hargrave,  10  Ves.  505  ; 
Grant  v.  Munt,  Coop.  177  ;  Lord 
Brooke  v.  Roundthwaite,  5  Ha.  306  ; 
Haytoood  v.  Cope,  25  Beav.  140 ; 
Clarke  v.  Mackintosh,  4  Giff.  134 ; 
Henderson  v.  Hudson,  15  W.  R.  860. 
Comp.  Higgins  v.  Samels,  2  J.  &  H. 
468 ;  Vivers  v.  Tuck,  1  Moo.  P.  C. 
N.  S.  526 ;  Denny  v.  Hancock,  6 
Ch.  1. 
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or  if  there  were  circumstances  in  the  case   which  demanded     Cliap.  vit 

Sect  4 

further  investigation,   for   which    the   vendor   afforded    every '— 

facility  (h),  or  if  the  representations  which  have  been  made  are 
vague  in  their  terms,  and  merely  amount  to  a  statement  of  value 
or  opinion  (i). 

So  also  may  there  be  specific  performance  of  a  contract 
if  the  representation  at  the  time  of  completion  be  accurate, 
although  at  the  time  of  sale  the  representation  was  not  correct. 
When,  accordingly,  several  cottages  let  to  weekly  tenants  were 
put  up  for  sale  and  described  as  "producing  £73  a  year," 
which  was  not  correct  at  the  time  the  particulars  of  sale  were 
issued,  but  before  the  sale  the  vendors  had  entered  into  a  con- 
tract to  do  certain  repairs,  and  had  given  notice  to  the  tenants 
that  their  rents  would  be  raised,  and  before  the  day  fixed  for 
completion  the  repairs  were  done  and  the  rents  were  raised 
threepence  a  week,  so  that  on  the  day  of  completion  the 
particulars  were  quite  accurate,  it  was  held  there  was  not  such 
a  misrepresentation  as  to  entitle  the  purchaser  to  resist  specific 
performance  (k).  So,  also,  a  misstatement  in  the  particulars  of 
sale  of  the  length  of  the  term  for  which  a  tenant  of  the  vendor 
holds  a  portion  of  the  property  is  not  (in  the  absence  of  any 
evidence  as  to  whether  such  misstatement  is  to  the  advantage 
of  the  purchaser  or  not)  such  a  misrepresentation  as  will  enable 
him  to  resist  specific  performance  (Q. 

A  representation  of  intention  as  to  future  acts  upon  faith  iu 
which  the  contract  is  made  may  be  a  ground  for  refusing  specific 
performance ;  as  where  a  vendor  announced  at  the  sale  his  in- 
tention of  making  improvements  in  the  neighbourhood  and 
approaches  which  would  materially  enhance  the  value  of  the 
property  sold,  the  Court  refused  to  give  specific  performance, 
unless  he  fulfilled  the  expectation  held  out  to  the  purchaser  (m). 
So,  also,  specific  performance  of  an  agreement  to  take  a  lease 
was  refused,   although   the   lessee   had   taken   possession  and 

{h)  Clarke  v.  Mackintoshf  4  Giff.  (k)  Goddard  v.  Jeff  ryes,  51  L.  J. 

134.  Cb.  67. 

(i)  Scott  V.  Hansoiiy  1  R  &  M.  (/)  lb. 

128 ;  Johnson  v.  Snuirt,  2  Giff.  151,  (ta)  Beaumont  v.  DukeSy  Jac.  422  ; 

supra,  pp.  42,  43,  44.  Myers  v.  Watson,  1  Sim.  N.  S.  523. 
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^^t  ^'     occupied  for  two  years,  on  the  ground  that  the  lessor  had  Dot 
fulfilled  promises  made  to  improve  the  premises  {n). 

There  cannot  be  specific  performance  if  the  description  of 
the  property  is  of  so  ambiguous  a  nature  that  it  cannot  with 
certainty  be  known  what  it  was  the  purchaser  imagined  himself 
he  was  conti'acting  for  (o).  A  vendor  of  property  who  makes 
statements  respecting  the  property,  is  bound  to  make  them  free 
from  all  ambiguity  ;  and  the  purchaser  is  not  bound  to  take 
upon  himself  the  peril  of  ascertaining  the  true  meaning  of  the 
statements  (p),»  A  definite  representation  upon  a  fact  aifecting 
the  value  of  the  subject  of  sale  will  entitle  the  purchaser,  if  the 
representation  be  untinie,  to  resist  specific  performance  (q).  It 
is  the  duty  of  every  vendor  to  state  all  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  property  he  is  selling,  and  the  incidents  to  which 
it  is  subject,  in  such  a  manner  that  they  can  be  understood  by  a 
person  of  ordinary  intelligence,  and  not  merely  in  such  a  way 
that  only  a  skilled  lawyer  would  be  able  to  ascertain  the  nature 
of  the  title  under  which  he  is  purchasing  (r).  If  leasehold 
property,  which  is  sold  in  separate  lots,  is  held  under  one  lease, 
it  is  incumbent  on  the  vendor  to  state  the  fact  in  plain  and 
distinct  language  (s). 

An  agent  empowered  by  a  vendor  to  find  a  purchaser  has 
authority  to  describe  the  property,  and  to  state  any  fact  or 
circumstance  which  may  affect  the  value,  so  as  to  bind  the 
vendor.  If  the  agent  makes  a  false  statement  as  to  the  descrip- 
tion or  value  (though  not  instructed  so  to  do)  which  the  purchaser 
is  led  to  believe  and  upon  which  he  relies,  the  vendor  cannot 
have  specific  performance  (t). 

If  there  be  unusual  covenants  in  a  lease,  and  the  seller  is 
silent  as  to  their  existence,  he  will  not  be  able  to  enforce  specific 


(n)  Lamare  v.  Dixon,  6  E.  &  I.  Beav.  430. 

App.  Ca.  414.  (q)  Lord  Brooke  v.  RoundthtoaiU,  5 

(o)  Steioart  v.  Alligtoriy  1  Mer.  26  ;  Ha.  304. 

Leyland  v.  Illingworth,  2  D.  F.  &  J.  (r)  Sheard  v.    Venahles,  36  L.  J. 

253.  Ch,  922. 

(p)  Martin  v.   Cotter y  3  J.  &  L.  («)  lb. 

496,  607  ;  DrysddU  v.  Mace,  5  D.  M.  (0  Mullent  v.  Miller,  22  Ch.  D. 

&  G.  107 ;  Stoaisland  v.  Dearsley,  29  194. 
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performance  against  a  purchaser  buying  in  ignorance  of  the      Chap.  vii. 


covenants  (u),  - 

Although,  according  to  the  decided  cases,  a  vendor  who  con- 
tracts for  the  sale  of  leasehold  property  described  as  held  under 
a  lease  cannot,  if  nothing  further  is  said,  make  a  good  title, 
unless  it  is  held  under  an  original  lease,  yet  in  a  case  where  the 
particulars  and  conditions  of  sale  of  property  so  described 
contain  enough  to  give  notice  to  a  purchaser  that  the  property 
was  held  under  a  derivative  lease,  the  purchaser  cannot  on  that 
account  refuse  to  complete  or  claim  compensation  on  the  ground 
of  misdescription  (x). 

In  sales  by  the  Court,  the  Court  ought  to  treat  the  purchaser 
more  liberally  than  in  the  case  of  ordinary  sales  (y), 

A  purchaser  cannot,  however,  on  the  application  for  specific  Specific  perform- 

*  ^       ^  *■  *  ance  with  com- 

performance,  take  advantage  of  small  circumstances  of  variation  pensation. 
in  the  description  of  the  thing  contracted  for  (z).  Although  the 
description  of  the  property,  the  subject-matter  of  the  contract, 
may  be  inaccurate  in  some  particulars,  or  may  be  different  in 
some  respects  and  in  certain  incidents  from  what  it  was  repre- 
sented to  be,  specific  performance  will  be  decreed  if  the  property 
is  not  different  in  substance  from  what  it  was  represented  to  be, 
and  the  misrepresentation  has  been  made  innocently  or  through 
mistake,  and  not  wilfully,  upon  the  terms  of  the  vendor  making 
good  his  representation  or  allowing  or  giving  compensation  (a). 
If,  for  instance,  the  property  be  subject  to  incumbrances  con- 
cealed from  the  purchaser,  the  seller  may  have  specific  perform- 
ance on  making  good  his  assertion  and  redeeming  those  charges. 
So,  also,  if  the  property  is  subject  to  a  small  rent  not  stated,  or  the 
rental  is  somewhat  less  than  it  was  represented  to  be  (b),  or  if 

(tt)  Martin  v.   Cotter^  3  J.  &  L.  Drewe  v.  Corp^  9  Ves.  368  ;  Hill  v. 

606.  Buckleyj   17  Ves.  394  ;   PuUford  v. 

(x)    Camherwell,     dhc,      Building  Richards,  17  Beav.  87,  96  ;  Price  v. 

Society    v.    Holloway,    13    Ch.    D.  Macaulay,  2  D.  M.  &  Q.  344. 

754.  (6)  Pulrfard  v.  Richards,  17  Beav. 

(y)  Arnold  v.  Arnold,  14  Ch.  D.  87,  96,  per  Lord  Romilly  ;  Hughes  v. 

279.  J(mes,  3  D.  F.  &  J.  307.     See  How- 

(z)  Poole  v.  Shergold,  1  Cox,  274  ;  land  v.  Norris,  1  Cox,  61  ;  Pope  v. 

Stetoart  v.  AllisUm,  1  Mer.  26.  Garland,  4  Y.  &  C.  394. 

(a)  HowlaiuJ  v.  Norris,  1  Cox,  69  ; 
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the  property  is  smaller  than  it  was  represented  to  be  (c),  or  is 
not  in  the  state  and  condition  in  which  it  was  represented  to 
be  (d)y  there  may  be  specific  performance  on  the  terms  of  the 
vendor  allowing  a  sufficient  deduction  or  abatement  from  the 
purchase-money  (e).  The  principle  on  which  the  Court  proceeds 
in  such  cases  is,  that  if  the  purchaser  gets  substantially  that  for 
which  he  has  contracted,  a  slight  variation  or  deficiency  will  not 
entitle  him  to  recede  from  his  contract  when  compensation  can 
be  made  in  money  for  the  difference  (/).  A  purchaser  cannot, 
however,  be  compelled,  upon  the  principle  of  compensation,  to 
take  something  substantially  or  materially  different  from  that  for 
which  he  contracted  (gr).  There  can  be  no  specific  performance 
if  the  description  be  inaccurate,  and  the  Court  feels  that  it  cannot 
measure  the  difference  between  that  which  was  promised  and  the 
actual  fact,  so  as  to  found  a  proper  basis  for  compensation  (h).  If, 
for  example,  a  man  has  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  a  freehold, 
he  will  not  be  compelled  to  take  a  leasehold  (though  held  for  a  very 
long  term)  (i),  or  a  copyhold  (k)  ;  nor  can  a  man  who  has  con- 
tracted for  a  copyhold  be  compelled  to  take  a  fireehold  (Z) ;  nor 
will  a  man  be  compelled  to  take  property  held  in  a  different  man- 
ner from  that  which  is  expressed  or  implied  in  the  contract,  as 
the  assignment  of  an  underlease  instead  of  an  original  lease  (m). 


(c)  Hill  V.  Buckley,  17  Ves.  395  ; 
Winch  V.  JVincJiester,  1  V.  &  B.  375 ; 
Portman  v.  Mill,  2  Ruas.  570  ;  King 
V.  WiUon,  6  Beav.  124;  Frost  v. 
Brewer,  3  Jur.  165  ;  Ayles  v.  Cox,  16 
Beav.  23  ;  Arnold  v.  Arnold,  14  Ch. 
D.  279. 

(d)  Dyer  v.  Hargrave,  10  Ves.  508  ; 
Grant  v.  Munt,  Coop.  173 ;  Scott  v. 
Hanson,  1  R.  &  M.  131. 

(«)  See  further  Dart,  V.  &  P.  1078 ; 
Powell  V.  Elliott,  10  Ch.  424. 

(/)  Rowland  r.  ^orm,  1  Cox,  61 ; 
Dyer  v.  Hargrave,  10  Ves.  507  ; 
Magennis  v.  Fallon,  2  Moll.  588  ; 
Arnold  v.  Arnold,  14  Ch.  D.  279. 

(gf)  Drewe  v.   Corp,  9  Ves.   368  ; 


Magennis  v.  Fallon,  2  MolL  588  ; 
Flight  V.  Booth,  1  Bing.  N.  C.  377  ; 
Arnold  v.  Arnold,  14  Ch.  D.  279. 

(h)  Lord  Brooke,  v.  Roundtkwaiie, 
5  Ha.  298 ;  Cox  v.  Coventon,  31 
Beav.  388. 

(t)  Dreioe  v.  Corp,  9  Ves.  368. 

(k)  Twilling  v.  Morice,  2  Bro.  C. 
C.  331  ;  Hide  v.  PhUipps,  Prec  Ch. 
575  ;  Turquand  v.  Bhodes,  37  L.  J. 
Ch.  832.  See  Earl  of  Durham  v. 
Legard,  34  Beav.  612. 

(0  Ayles  V.  Cox,  16  Beav.  23. 

(m)  Madeley  v.  Booth,  2  Deg.  &  S. 
718  ;  but  see  CamberweU,  dhc,  Build- 
ing Society  v.  Holloway,  13  Ch.  D. 
754,  supra,  p.  419. 
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or  of  a  redeemable  instead  of  an  absolute  interest  (n),  or 
of  an  improved  instead  of  a  ground  rent  (o).  Nor  can  a  man 
who  has  contracted  for  an  estate  in  possession  be  compelled  to 
take  a  reversion  expectant  on  a  life  estate  (p),  or  on  a  subsisting 
or  d  fortiori  a  reversionary  lease  (g).  Nor  where  the  vendor  has 
contracted  to  show  a  marketable  title,  will  the  purchaser  be 
forced  to  complete,  if  the  lease  is  subject  to  restrictive  cove- 
nants (r).  Nor  will  a  man,  who  has  been  led  by  the  representa- 
tions of  the  vendor  to  believe  that  the  property,  the  subject  of 
sale,  was  in  the  possession  of  a  tenant  of  the  vendor^  be  compelled 
to  take  a  mere  right  of  entiy  (s).  Nor  can  a  man  be  compelled 
to  take  an  estate  where  incumbrances  or  liabilities  exist  which 
would  materially  affect  its  enjoyment  (f),  or  where  the  property 
to  which  a  title  cannot  be  made  is  a  material  part  of  the 
property  bought,  as  where  a  man  is  led  to  believe  that  he  is 
purchasing  a  farm  or  close,  and  the  vendor  can  only  make  out 
a  title  to  a  portion  of  the  farm  or  close  (u).  The  Court  will  not 
compel  a  man  to  take  compensation  for  that  which  can  hardly 
be  estimated  by  pecuniary  value  (x).  Several  of  the  cases  to  be 
found  in  the  books  have  carried  the  subject  of  compensation 
farther  than  at  the  present  time  it  would  be  carried  (y). 

When  upon  the  sale  of  land,  represented  to  consist  of  a  certain 
specified  number  of  acres,  there  proves  to  be  a  deficiency  in 
quantity,  such  deficiency  is  properly  the  subject  for  compensa- 
tion, if  the  deficiency  be  not  too  great.  If  the  difference  be 
great,  there  is  no  case  for  compensation.  The  party  prejudiced 
by  the  error  may,  if  he  pleases,  avoid  the  contract ;  but  he  can- 


Chap.  VII. 

Sect.  4. 


(n)  GaverUy  v.  Burrell,  Sug.  V.  & 
P.  299  ;  Dart,  V.  &  P.  1073. 

(o)  Stevxirt  v.  AllisU/Hy  1  Mer.  26, 

(  p)  Collier  v.  Jenkins,  You.  298. 

{q)  Linehan  v.  Cotter,  7  Ir.  Eq. 
176 ;  Dart,  V.  &  P.  1073. 

(r)  Cato  v.  Thompson,  9  Q.  B.  D. 
618. 

(«)  Lachlan  v.  Reynolds,  Kay,  64. 

(e)  Dart,  V.  &  P.  1075. 

(u)  Arnold  v.  Arnold,  14  Ch.  D. 
279. 


(x)  Dyer  v.  Hargrwoe,  10  Ves.  507  ; 
Magmnis  v.  Fallon,  2  Moll.  588 ; 
Fewster  v.  Turner,  6  Jur.  144  ;  Cato 
V.  Thompson,  9  Q.  B.  D.  618. 

(y)  Rowland  v.  N orris,  1  Cox,  61 
Dyer  v.  Hargrave,  10  Ves.  507 
Knatchbidl  v.  Grueber,  1  Madd.  153 
Magennis  v.  Fallon,  2  Moll.  588 
Collier  v.  Jenkins,  You.  298  ;  Madeley 
V.  Booth,  2  Deg.  &  S.  722  ;  Cato  v. 
Thxmpson,  9  Q.  B.  D.  618, 
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^^' ^^'      not  have  specific  performance  unless  he  is  willing  to  perform  the 

contract  without  compensation  (2). 

Conditions  of  sale  providing  for  compensation  in  cases  of  error 
or  mistake  apply  only  to  innocent  errors  or  accidental  slips, 
and  not  to  cases  where  the  subject  matter  of  the  contract  is 
materially  different  in  substance  from  what  it  was  represented  to 
be  (a),  nor  to  cases  where  the  error  amounts  to  a  misrepresenta- 
tion in  law.     The  function  of  such  conditions  is  to  prevent  such 
errors  from  either  vitiating  the  contract  altogether,  or  causing 
loss  to  the  purchaser  by  holding  him  bound  by  a  contract  which 
through  accident  or  inaccuracy  it  is  not  possible  for  the  vendor 
literally  to  perform  (6). 
Specific  perfom^      -A.  false  representation  as  to  the  value  of  property  may  be 
on  ground  of       enough  to  iuduce  the  Court  to  withhold  specific  performance  (c). 
tations  as  to  If  a  vendor  affirm  that  the  estate  was  valued  by  pei-sons  of 

^'*®'    ^  competent  judgment  at  a  greater  price  than  it  was  worth,  and 

the  purchaser  acts  on  that  representation  (d),  or  if  he  falsely 
affirms  that  the  estate  had  not  been  already  in  the  market  at  a 
much  lower  price,  and  the  purchaser  acts  on  the  representation 
and  agrees  to  give  him  what  he  demands  («),  the  vendor  cannot 
have  specific  performance. 

In  MvXleTis  v.  Miller  (/),  when  an  agent  commissioned  by  a 
vendor  to  sell  property  made  a  false  statement  as  to  its  value 
(though  not  instructed  so  to  do)  which  the  purchaser  was  led  to 
believe  and  on  which  he  relied,  it  was  held  that  the  vendor 
could  not  have  specific  performance. 

Mere  inadequacy  of  consideration  is  not  a  gi*ound  for  resisting 
specific  performance  {g) ;  but  if  the  inadequacy  is  very  great 
specific  performance  will  not  be  decreed  Qi), 

(«)  Earl  of  Durham  v.  Legardf  34  Shirley  v.  Stratton,  1  Bro.  C.  C.  440  ; 

Beav.  612.     See  Price  v.  North,  2  Y.  Wall  v.  Stuhhs,  1  Madd.  81. 
&  C.  620.  (d)  Sug.  V.  &  P.  2. 

(a)  Stewart  v.  Alliston^  1  Mer.  26  ;  («)  Roots  v.  Spelling,  48  L.  T.  N. 

Shackleton  v.  Sutcliffe,  1   Deg.  &  S.  S.  216. 
620 ;  Madeley  v.  Booth,  2  Deg.  &  S.  (/)  22  Ch.  D.  194. 

722  ;  Ayles  v.    Cox,   16  Beav.    23  ;  (g)  Abbott  v.  Sworder,  4  Deg.  &  S. 

Vimmock  v.  Hallett,  2  Ch.  29.   Comp.  456  ;  Botoer  v.   Cooper,  2  Ha,  408  ; 

Lesliev.  Tompson,  9  Ha.  268  ;  Painter  Borell  v.  Dann,  ib.  440,  per  Wigram, 

V.  Newby,  11  Ha.  30.  V.-C.  ;  Haywood  v.   Cope,  25  Beav. 

(b)  Phelps  V.  White,  7  L.  R.  1. 160.  140. 

(c)  Bvxton  V.  Lister,  3  Atk.  386  ;  Qi)  FalclU  v.  Gray,  4  Drew.  659. 
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It  is  no  defence  to  a  bill  for  specifie  performance  by  the     ^^P-  ^i* 

^  ^  ^  beet.  4. 

vendor  that  during  the  treaty  he  falsely  assumed  the  character 

of  agent  for  another,  when  in  fact  he  was  dealing  on  his  own 
behalf,  and  that  he  thereby  deceived  the  purchaser  as  to  the 
party  with  whom  he  was  dealing,  provided  the  purchaser  does 
not  show  that  the  deception  induced  him  to  enter  into  the 
contract,  or  occasioned  any  loss  or  inconvenience  to  him  other* 
wise  (i). 

Though  a  written  agreement,  if  there  be  no  fraud  or  mistake,  Specific  perfom*- 
binds  according  to  its  terms,  although  verbally  a  provision  was  variation  proved 
agreed  on  which  has  not  been  inserted  in  the  document,  either  ^^  ^^^  ®^' 

^  '  deuce. 

of  the  parties,  if  sued  in  equity  for  a  specific  performance  of  the 
agreement,  is  entitled  to  ask  the  Court  to  remain  neutral,  unless 
the  party  suing  him  will  consent  to  the  performance  of  the 
omitted  term  Qc),  As,  for  instance,  when  the  vendor  refused  to 
perform  his  agent's  engagement  that  improvements  should  be 
executed  on  the  adjoining  property  (i) ;  or  when  the  lessor  of  a 
house  verbally  promised  the  lessee  before  he  executed  the  lease 
to  put  the  house  into  complete  repair  {yn).  But  if  the  vendor 
oflfer  to  perform  the  agreement  with,  if  the  defendant  so  desire, 
the  parol  variation  or  addition,  this  is  sufficient,  and  the  de- 
fendant cannot  set  up  the  want  of  a  perfect  written  contract  (7i)^ 
Specific  performance  will  not,  however,  be  decreed  with  the  parol 
agreement  superinduced  upon  it,  unless  the  party  praying  for 
the  specific  performance  has  conducted  himself  with  perfect 
good  faith  (o).  Parol  evidence  is  admissible  when  there  is  a 
case  for  specific  performance  with  compensation,  but  an  express- 
bargain  to  make  a  good  title  cannot  be  modified  by  parol 
evidence  (jp). 

As  on  the  one  hand  a  caurt  of  equity  will  not,  at  the  suit  of  a  Specific  perform- 
vendor  of  property,  enforce  specific  performance  of  a  contract  pureiiaser  with 

compensation. 

(t)  Fellotjoes  v.  Lord  GwydyVy  1  R.  (m)  Chappell  v.  Gregory,  34  Beav. 

&  M.  83.     See  NeWiorpe  v.  Uolgate,  250. 

1  Coll.  203.  (n)  Martin  v.  Pycroft,  2  D.  M.  & 

(k)  Clarke  v.  Grant,  14  Ves.  524  ;  G.  785. 

Winch  V.  Winchester,  1  V.  &  B.  378 ;  (o)  Walters  v.  Mf^gan,  3  D.  F.  & 

Martin  v.  Pycroft,  2  D.  M.  &  G.  795.  J.  725. 

{I)  Myers  v.  Watson,  1  Sim.  N.  S.  (  jj)  Goto  v.  Thompson,  9  Q.  B.  D. 

523,  529.  619. 
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No  specific  per- 
formance of  an 
agreement  in 
fraad  of  the 
public. 


for  the  sale  thereof,  if  the  property  is  different  in  some  material 
particulars  from  what  it  was  represented  to  be,  unless  upon  the 
terms  of  his  allowing  compensation,  so,  on  the  other  hand, 
specific  performance  of  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  property  which 
has  been  inaccurately  described  through  innocent  mistake,  will 
not  be  enforced  at  the  suit  of  the  purchaser,  unless  upon  the 
terms  of  his  submitting  to  allow  compensation  to  the  vendor  (g). 
There  can  be  no  specific  performance  of  an  agreement,  the 
subject  matter  and  contents  of  which  amount  tp  a  fraud  on  the 
public  (r). 


(?)  Ledie  v.  Ttmpson,  9  Ha.  268 ; 
FaiiUer  v.  Newby^  11  Ha.  30. 


(r)  Fost  y 'Marsh,  16  Ch.  D,  396. 


I 


«• 


CHAPTER  VIIL 


PLEADING. 

In  actioDS  brought  for  the  purpose  of  impeaching  transactions  Chap.  VIII. 
on  the  ground  of  fraud  it  is  essential  that  the  nature  of  the  case 
should  be  distinctly  and  accurately  stated.  The  facts  must  be 
so  stated  as  to  show  distinctly  that  fraud  is  charged  (a).  A  mere 
general  charge  of  fraud,  without  alleging  specific  facts,  is  not 
sufficient  to  su.stain  the  action.  It  must  be  shown  in  what  the 
fraud  consists,  and  how  it  has  been  effected.  The  fraud  alleged 
must  be  set  forth  specifically  in  particular  and  in  detail,  so  that 
the  person  against  whom  it  is  charged  may  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  what  he  has  to  meet,  and  of  shaping  his 
defence  accordingly  (&).  Fraud  is  a  conclusion  of  law ;  and  it  is 
wholly  immaterial  and  insufficient  to  allege  that  an  instrument 
has  been  obtained  by  fraud,  unless  the  things  done  constituting 
the  fraud  are  stated  on  the  face  of  the  statement  of  claim  (c). 

In  civil  proceedings  it  is  in  general  sufficient  to  allege  the 
misrepresentation  relied  on,  and  the  facts  and  circumstances 
that  render  it  fraudulent,  without  specifically  alleging  that  it 
was  made  fraudulently,  which  is  a  legal  inference  from  the  facts. 
If  the  facts  create  a  fraud  it  is  not  necessary  to  allege  the 
fraudulent  intention,  nor  will  the  word  "  fraud  "  create  a  fraud 


(a)  Davey  v.  Gurrett,  7  Ch.  D. 
489,  per  Theaiger,  L.  J. 

(6)  Ea^t  India  Co.  v.  UenchmaUy  1 
Ves.  Jr.  287  ;  Small  v.  Attwood^  6 
CI.  &  Fin.  2.33  ;  WiUie  v.  Gibstm,  1 
H.  L.  607  ;  Irvim  y.  Kirkpatrick^  7 
Bell,  Sc.  Ap.  186  ;  National  Exchange 
Co.  V.  Ih-ew,  2  Mac(i.  ^20  ;  Sviith  v. 
Ktif/f  7  II.  L.  "oO  ;  Xctr  lininmrick, 


dx.,  Railway  Co.  v.  Conyheare,  9  H. 
L.  711  ;  HalUnoB  v.  Femie,  3  Ch. 
471  ;  Cargill  v.  Bower,  10  Ch.  D. 
516  ;  JVallingford  v.  Mutual  Society, 
5  App.  Ca.  687. 

(c)  Gilbert  v.  Lewis,  1  D.  J.  &  S. 
38,  49,  ])er  Lord  Westbuiy  ;  Sharpe 
V.  San  Faalo  liaibvay  Co.,  8  Ch.  598. 
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if  the  facts  themselves  do  not  establish  it  (d).  It  is  otherwise 
in  criminal  proceedings  against  a  person  charged  with  fraud, 
for  there  the  maxim  applies,  Actus  mon  fdcit  reum  nisi  viems 
sit  rea  {e).  There  must  in  such  cases  be  an  allegation  of  an 
intent  to  defraud  (/). 

If  the  facts  alleged  do  not  necessarily  amount  to  a  fraud,  but 
only  may  amount  to  fraud,  there  should  in  civil  pi*oceedings  be 
an  averment  of  fraud  (gr). 

It  is  not  necessary  to  aver  and  prove  fraud  in  order  to  obtain 
protection  for  a  trade  mark  (h). 

K  the  transaction  sought  to  be  impeached  be  between  solicitor 
and  client  or  principal  and  agent,  the  statement  of  claim  should 
allege  that  the  defendant  was  the  solicitor  or  agent  at  the  time 
of  the  transaction,  if  such  be  the  ground  on  which  relief  is 
sought  If  the  case  is  not  so  stated  in  the  pleadings,  evidence 
to  prove  it  cannot  be  admitted  (i). 

If  a  party  seeks  rescission  of  a  contract,  he  need  not  aver  that 
he  can  restore  the  property,  this  being  presumed  as  a  usual  if 
not  a  necessary  consequence  when  he  applies  to  have  the 
contract  rescinded  and  everything  placed  in  statu  quo  (k). 

If  a  statement  of  claim  charges  notice,  it  is  sufficient  to  do  so 
generally,  without  averring  facts  as  evidence  of  the  charge.  It 
is  not,  however,  necessary  to  charge  notice  in  a  statement  of 
claim  to  which  a  plea  for  valuable  consideration  without  notice 
might  be  pleaded  (l).  An  allegation  that  the  defendant  was 
aware,  and  had  notice  of,  &;c.,  is  sufficiently  specific  to  let  in 
evidence  that  he  had  notice  through  his  solicitor  (m). 


(d)  Ship  V.  CrosskiU,  10  Eq.  82  ; 
Thom  V.  Bigland,  8  Exch.  726,  per 
Lord  Wensleydale  ;  Davey  v.  Garrett, 

7  Ch.  D.  489. 

(c)  Haycraft  v.  CrecLsjfy  2  East,  104, 
per  Lord  Kenyon.  See  Peek  v. 
Gurney,  13  Eq.  113. 

(/)  Queen  v.  Aspinall,  2  Q.  B.  D. 
56. 

{g)  Davey  v.  Garretty  7  Ch.  D.  489, 
per  Thesiger,  L.  J. ;  Byrne  v.  Mvzio, 

8  L.  B.  I.  405. 


Qi)  Singer  Machine  Manufacturing 
Co.  V.  Wilson,  3  App.  Ca.  391. 

(t)  Williams  v.  Llewellyn,  2  Y.  & 
J.  68,  See  Montesquieu  v»  Sandys, 
18  Ves.  301. 

{k)  Veazie  v.  Williams,  8  How. 
(Amer.),  158. 

(l)  Hughes  v.  Gamer,  2  Y.  &  J. 
328. 

(m)  M'Mahon  v.  M'Elroy,  I.  R.  5 
Eq.  1. 
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When  a  party  seeks  to  avoid  the  Statute  of  ^Limitations  on  Chap^^VIIl^ 
the  ground  of  fraud,  the  statement  of  claim  should  set  forth 
specifically  by  distinct  averments  the  particular  acts  which 
constitute  the  fraud,  as  well  as  the  time  when  it  was  discovered, 
in  order  to  enable  the  defendant  to  meet  the  fraud  and  the 
alleged  time  of  its  discovery,  so  that  the  Court  may  see  whether 
by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  diligence  the  discovery  might  not 
have  been  made  before  (n). 

There  may  be  a  prayer  in  the  statement  of  claim  that  certain 
transactions  may  be  deemed  fraudulent,  and  also  an  alternative 
prayer  for  relief  upon  the  supposition  of  such  transactions  not 
being  set  aside  for  fraud  (o). 

It  is  Dot  necessary  that  there  should  be  an  express  prayer 
that  a  transaction  should  be  set  aside  for  frnud.  A  transaction 
will  be  set  aside  for  fraud  under  the  prayer  for  general 
relief  (jp). 

If  a  judgment  or  order  be  obtained  by  fraud,  the  proper 
remedy  is  by  original  action,  and  not  by  applying  to  the  Court 
for  a  rehearing  (}). 

Assignees  of  a  bankrupt  cannot  at  the  hearing  insist  on  a 
case  of  fraudulent  preference,  unless  they  have  raised  it  in  the 
pleadings  (r). 

When  the  same  person  has  been  induced  to  part  with  his 
property  at  an  undervalue  at  two  different  times,  through  the 
misrepresentations  of  two  different  agents  of  the  same  principal, 
one  action  may  be  brought  to  set  aside  both  transactions, 
although  in  themselves  wholly  distinct,  and  the  same  will  not 
be  demurrable  for  multifariousness  (a). 

A  shareholder  who  seeks  to  be  relieved  from  his  shares  on 
the  ground  of  misrepresentation  in  the  prospectus  of  the 
company,  must  allege  specifically  the  paiticular  misrepresenta- 

(n)  Steams    v.     Page,    7     How.  (p)  Williams  v.  SmM,  7  L.  J. 

(Amer.),  829  ;  Moore  v.  Greene,  19  Ch.  129. 

How.  (Amer.),  71  ;  Beaubien  v.  Beau-  (q)  Flovoer  v.  Lloyd,  6  Ch.  D.  297. 

bien,  23  How.  (Amer.),  208  ;  Badger  (r)  Holdemess  v.  Rankin,  2  D.  F. 

V.  Badger,  2  Wall.  (Amer.),  95.     See  &  J.  258. 

Gibhs  V.  Guild,  9  Q.  B.  D.  59,  infra,  («)  Walsham  v.  Stainton,  I  D.  J. 

p.  431.  &  S.  678. 

(o)  Bowm  V.  Evans,  2  H.  L.  280. 
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Chap.  VIII.  tion  on  which  he  relies,  and  must  allege  that  he  should  not 
have  applied  for  the  shares  except  upon  the  faith  of  the  repre- 
sentation which  h^  asserts  to  be  untrue  (t).  If  a  case  of  fraud 
is  alleged  in  respect  of  the  formation  of  a  company,  it  must  be 
set  up  by  an  action,  and  not  by  proceedings  under  the  winding- 
up  order  (u). 

If  an  application  be  made  under  s.  35  of  the  Companies  Act, 
1862,  to  strike  off  the  list  of  shareholders  a  person  improperly 
registered  as  a  shai*eholder,  and  the  application  be  made  in  the 
winding  up,  it  ought  to  be  made  in  the  name,  of  the  company, 
and  not  in  the  name  of  the  liquidator  (x). 

To  support  an  action  of  deceit  there  must  be  the  assertion  of 
that  which  the  party  making  it  knew  to  be  false.     The  scienter 

m 

must  be  either  expressly  alleged,  or  there  must  be  an  allegation 
that  is  tantamount  to  the  scienter  of  the  fraudulent  representa- 
tion (y).  The  pleading  is  not  necessarily  bad  by  reason  of  the 
omission  of  the  scienter.  The  averment  that  a  representation 
made  with  the  intent  that  it  should  be  acted  on  was  false,  as 
the  defendant  had  the  means  of  knowing  and  ought  to  have 
known,  is  sufficient  to  maintain  the  action  (z).  As  a  general 
rule,  however,  in  actions  of  deceit  the  plaintiff  should  aver  that 
the  representation  of  the  defendant  was  false  to  his  knowledge, 
that  it  was  made  under  circumstances  on  which  the  plaintiff 
might  reasonably  rely,  that  the  plaintiff  acted  in  consequence 
of  the  defendant's  false  representation,  and  has  suffered  actual 
loss  thereby  (a).  In  actions  of  deceit,  whether  against  a  person 
or  a  company,  the  fraud  of  the  agent  may  be  treated,  for  the 
purpose  of  pleading,  as  that  of  the  principal  who  is  sought  to 
be  made  answerable  in  the  action  (6). 

Where  the  consideration  has  been  obtained  by  means  of  a 
contract,  although  induced  by  fraud,  the  plaintiff  cannot  assert 

(t)    M'Evoen     v.     lVe«t     London         (a)  Hyde  v.  BulTner,  18  L,  T,  N. 

Wharves,  dhc,  Co.,  40  L.  J.  Ch.  471.  S.  293. 

(m)  LeifchikVs  Case,  1  Eq.  231.  (6)  Barwick  v.  E)iglisk  Joint  Stock 

(x)  Kintrea's  Case,  5  Ch.  95.  Bank,  L.  R.  2  Exch.  266  ;  Mackay  v. 

(y)  Wilde  v.  Gibson,  1  H.  L.  633,  Commercial  Bank  of  New  Brunswick, 

per  Lord  Campbell.  ib.  5  P.  C.  394. 

(*)  Doyle  V.  Hort,  4  L.  R.  I.  668. 
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any  other  contract  than  that  in  fact  made.  If  he  treats  the  Chap.  VIIL 
transaction  as  a  contract,  he  must  take  the  contract  altogether 
and  be  bound  by  the  specified  terms.  He  cannot  avail  himself 
of  defendant's  fraud  so  as  to  rescind  the  contract  and  substitute 
a  new  contract  on  different  terms.  But  he  may  if  he  disaffirm 
the  contract  recover  his  property,  or  damages  for  the  fraud  as 
a  substantive  wrong  (c).  When,  for  example,  a  man  has  sold 
goods  on  credit,  although  he  has  been  defrauded  into  selling 
them,  he  cannot  by  reason  of  the  fraud  sue  for  the  price  before 
the  credit  has  expired,  but  he  may  treat  the  sale  as  a  nullity 
and  claim  a  return  of  the  goods  (cc).  By  suing  for  the  price  he 
affirms  the  contract.  If  he  treats  the  contract  as  a  fraud  he 
should  claim  a  return  of  the  goods  {d).  If  a  contract  is  alto- 
gether rescinded  there  is  no  sale.  The  defrauding  party  is  not 
a  purchaser,  but  a  person  who  has  tortiously  got  possession 
of  them  (e).  A  plaintiff"  who  comes  to  the  Court  with  the  con- 
tract as  an  existing  contract  cannot  have  the  relief  to  which  he 
would  be  entitled  if  the  contract  had  been  rescinded.  He 
cannot  recover  the  money,  which,  if  the  contract  stands,  is  not 
repayable  (/). 

A  defendant  is  not   justified  in  omitting  to  demur   to  an  Demurrer, 
action  on  the  ground  that  it  contains  charges  of  fraud  against 
him  (g). 

A  general  allegation  of  fraud  is,  on  demurrer,  a  good  answer 
to  an  alleged  contract,  although  the  pleading  alleging  the 
contract  shows  that  the  person  defrauded  took  a  special  benefit 
under  the  contract  (h). 

The  defence  of  fraud  should  be  specially  pleaded  (i),     A  plea  piea. 
to  an  action  on  a  contract  by  a  defendant  that  he  had  been 
induced  to  enter  into  the  contract  by  the  fraudulent  representa- 

(c)  Fergiuon  v.  CarringUmy  9  B.  &     617. 

C.  69  ;  StruU  v.  Smith,  1  Cr.  M.  &         (g)  Nesbitt  v.  Berridge,  11  W.  R. 

R.  312.  446,  1  N.  E.  346. 

(cc)  lb.  (h)  Irlam  v.  Midland  Railway  Co,, 

(d)  lb.  •  23  W.  R.  660. 

(«)  Read  v.  Hutchinson,  3  Camp.         (i)  Reg.  Gen.  8  T.  T.  1852 ;  JucL 
353  ;  Sehrny  v.  Fogg,  5  M.  &  W.  86.      Act,  1875,  Ord.  xix.  18. 
(/)  CargUl  v.  Boiver,  10  Ch.  D. 
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Chap.  vnr. 


Plea  of  acquies- 
cence. 


Plea  of  Statate 
of  Limitations. 


tions  of  the  plaintiff,  without  avening  that  he  had  repudiated 
the  contract  by  giving  up  the  benefit  uuder  it,  is  bad.  In 
Deposit  Life  Assurance  Co,  v.  Ayscough  (k),  a  plea  in  an 
action  against  a  shareholder  for  calls  was  held  bad,  because  it 
only  averred  that  he  was  induced  to  become  a  shareholder  by 
the  fraud  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  did  not  show  that  he  had  re- 
nounced the  shares  and  the  benefit  to  be  derived  under  them. 
But  a  plea  to  an  action  by  a  company  against  a  shareholder  for 
calls  that  he  was  induced  to  become  a  shareholder  by  the  fraud 
of  the  plaintiffs,  that  he  had  never  recoguised,  since  notice  of 
the  fraud,  any  rights  or  liabilities  in  himself  as  such  share- 
holder, nor  received  any  benefit  from  his  shares,  and  that  within 
a  reasonable  time  after  notice  of  the  fraud  he  had  repudiated 
his  shares  and  given  notice  to  the  plaintiffs  of  his  repudiation, 
is  a  good  plea  (I). 

Under  the  rules  of  pleading,  the  plea  of  fraud  imports  an 
allegation  that  the  defendant  on  discovering  the  fraud  disaffirms 
the  contract.  But  if  the  evidence  shows  or  the  jury  find  that 
the  defendant  ba>s  not  disaffirmed  the  contract,  the  plea  is  bad, 
for  only  part  of  it  is  proved  (m). 

A  defendant  to  an  action  on  a  contract,  if  he  seeks  for 
damages  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  must,  in  his  counterclaim, 
plead  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  that  the  allegations 
made  by  him  were  untrue  (n). 

Where  a  defendant  to  an  action  relies  upon  the  acquiescence 
of  the  plaintiff,  he  must  aver  that  the  plaintiff  knew  that  the 
defendant  was  acting  in  reliance  on  the  acquiescence  of  the 
plaintiff,  or  that  the  acts  relied  on  were  such  as  to  induce 
a  reasonable  man  to  believe  that  the  plaintiff  had  acqui- 
esced (o). 

If  the  defendant  means  seriously  to  rely  upon  the  lapse  of 
time  as  a  substantial  defence  to  the  action,  it  should  be  specially 
averred  in  the  pleadings  (p). 


(k)  6  E.  &  B.  761. 

(I)  Bwlch  <k  Plwm  Lead  Mining 
Co.  V.  Baynes,  L.  R.  2  Exch.  324. 

(m)  Dawes  v.  HamesSj  L.  R.  10  C. 
P.  166. 


(n)  Redgrave  v.  Hurd^  20  Ch.  D.  1. 

(o)  Smith  y.  Hayes,  I.  R.  1  C.  L. 
333. 

(  p)  Lindsey  Petroleum  Co.  v.  Hurd, 
L.  R.  5  P.  C.  221. 
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In  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  fraudulent  representa-    Chap.  Vlll. 
lions,  a  reply  to  a  defence  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations  that  Rfipiication  to 
the  plaintiflF  did  not  discover  and  had  not  reasonable  means  of  of^n,iifttion9. 
discovering  the  fraud  within  six  years,  and  that  the  existence 
of  such  fraud  was   fraudulently  concealed  by  the  defendants, 
is  a  good  replication  (q). 

The  defence  of  purchase  for  value  without  notice  must  be  Pleading  pur- 
specifically  alleged  and  proved  by  those  who  rely  on  it(r).  without  notice. 

When  a  party  relies  upon  the  plea,  he  must,  in  his  plea,  aver 
expressly  that  the  person  who  conveyed  was  seised,  or  pretended 
to  be  seised,  when  he  executed  the  conveyance,  and  that  he  was 
in  possession,  if  the  conveyance  purported  an  immediate  transfer 
of  the  possession  at  the  time  when  he  executed  the  deed  (a). 
It  must  aver  the  consideration  (t),  and  actual  payment  of  it. 
A  consideration  secured  to  be  paid  is  not  sufficient  (u).  The 
plea  must  also  deny  notice  of  the  plaintiff's  title  or  claim 
previous  to  the  execution  of  the  deeds  and  payment  of  the  con- 
sideration (x)  ;  and  the  notice  so  denied  must  be  notice  of  the 
existence  of  the  plaintiff's  title,  and  not  merely  notice  of  the 
existence  of  a  person  who  could  claim  under  that  title  (y). 

Notice  must  be  denied  whether  it  be  charged  in  the  bill  or 
not  (z).  Notice  must  be  denied  by  way  of  averment  in  the  plea, 
otherwise  the  fact  of  notice  will  not  be  in  issue  (a).  But  it  is 
sufficient  to  deny  notice  generally ;  for  it  is  not  the  office  of  a 
plea  to  deny  particular  facts,  unless  they  are  specially  charged 
as  evidence  of  notice.  If,  however,  particular  facts  are 
specially  charged  as  evidence  of  notice,  the  plea  must  be  accom- 
panied by  an  answer  denying  the  facts  as  specially  and  paiticu- 


(q)  Gihbs  v.  Guild,  9  Q.  B.  D.  59. 

(r)  Philipps  v.  Philipps,  4  D.  F.  & 
J.  209 ;  AU.-Gen.  v.  Biphosphaied 
Guaiio  Co.y  11  Ch.  D.  327. 

(s)  Jackson  v.  Rotoey  4  Russ.  5^4 
Mitf.   Plead.  320.      See  afl  to  case 
where  purchase  is  of  a   reversion, 
Hughes  v.  Garth,  Ambl.  421. 

(0  Millard's  Case,  2  Freem.  43 ; 
Wagstaffv.  Read,  2  Ch.  Ca.  156. 

(u)  Hardingham  v.  Nicholls,  3 
Atk.  304  ;  Molony  v.  Keman,  2  Dr. 


&  War.  31,  Mitf.  Plead.  320. 

(x)  Moore  v.  Mayhmo,  1  Ch.  Ca. 
34  ;  TowrvUle  v.  Naish,  3  P.  Wmsi 
307,  Mitf.  Plead.  329. 

(y)  KelsaU  v.  Bmnett,  1  Atk.  522, 
Mitfd.  Plead.  321. 

(z)  Aston  v.  Curzon,  3  P.  Wms. 
244  (n.)  f.  ;  Brace  v.  Duchess  of 
Marlborough,  2  P.  Wms.  491  ;  Hughe* 
V.  Gamer,  2  Y.  &  C.  328. 

(a)  Harris  v.  Ingledeto,  3  P.  Wms. 
94,  Mitf.  Plead.  321. 
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Chap.  VIII.     larly  as  they  are  charged  in  the  bill,  so  that  the  plaintiff  may  be 
at  liberty  to  except  to  its  suflSciency  (6). 

If  a  purchaser  without  notice  neglects  to  protect  himself  by 
plea,  he  may  defend  himself  by  answer  (c),  but  if  he  submits  to 
answer,  he  must  answer  fully,  although  he  might  by  demurrer 
or  plea  have  protected  himself  (ci).  A  defendant,  who  puts  in 
answer  but  does  not  set  up  the  defence  of  purchase  for  value 
without  notice,  cannot  afterwards  insist  on  that  defence  (e). 

(6)  PenniTigUm  v.  Beechey,  2  Sim,     393. 

6  St.  282  ;  Oveyy.  Leighton,  ib.  234;         (c)  AtU-Gen.  v.  TFUkins,  17  Beav. 
Hardinan  v.  EUames,  5  Sim.  650,  2     285,  291. 

M.  &  K.  732  ;  Kennedy  v.  Greeny  6         (d)  Lanccut^r  v.  Evors^  1  Ph.  352. 
Sim.  7  ;  Lord  Portarlington  v.  Soulby,         («)  Philipps  v.  Philipps,  4  D.  F.  & 

7  Sim.  23  ;  Gordon  v.  Shaw,  14  Sim.     J.  209. 
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CHAPTER    IX. 

PARTIES. 

The  heir  at  law  of  a  person  seised  in  fee,  may  bring  an  action      CUp.  IX. 


to  set  aside  a  transaction  into  which  his  ancestor  has  been  Wlio  may  me. 
induced,  by  fraud,  to  enter  (a).  He  is  not  precluded  from  suing 
to  set  aside  the  sale,  by  the  circumstance  of  the  party  defmuded 
having,  by  will,  bequeathed  to  a  third  party  the  balance  of  the 
purchase  money  remaining  due  at  his  death  (6).  If,  however, 
the  statement  of  claim  alleges  that  the  purchase  money  is 
unpaid,  the  personal  representatives  must  be  made  parties, 
as  being  interested  in  maintaining  the  validity  of  the  con- 
tract (c). 

The  executor  of  a  party  defrauded  may  bring  an  action  to 
have  a  transaction  set  aside  ((2).  So,  also,  may  a  devisee  bring 
an  action  to  set  aside  a  transaction  which  has  been  fraudulently 
obtained  from  his  testator.  The  heir  at  law  is  not  a  necessary 
party  (e). 

So,  also,  may  a  remainderman,  under  a  settlement,  bring  an 
action  to  set  aside  a  transaction,  into  which  his  predecessor  in 
title,  under  the  settlement,  has  been  induced  by  fraud  to 
enter  (/).  If  fraud  has  been  practised  on  a  tenant  in  tail,  and 
has  been  carried  into  effect  by  barring  the  entail,  and  he  dies 


(a)  BeUamy  v.  Sabine,  2  Ph.  425 
Holman  v.  Loynes,  4  D.  M.  &  G.  2V0 
Grealey  v.  MouaUyy  4  D.  &  J.  78 


(d)  Wcdsham  v.  StairUon,  1  D.  J. 
&  S.  678. 

(e)  Uppington  v.  BvUen,  2  Dr.  & 


Clark  V.  Malpas,  31  Beav.  88,  4  D.  War.  184  ;  Harrison  v.  Guest,  6  D. 

F.  &  J.  401  ;  LongmaU  v.  Ledger,  2  M.  &  Q.  424. 

Giff.  157.  (/)  Ward  v.  Hartpole,  3  Bligh, 

(6)  Bellamy  v.  Sabine,  2  Ph.  425.  490  ;  Brydges  v.   BranJUl,   12   Sim. 

(c)  Wilkinsan  v.    Fowkes,  9  Ha.  369. 
193. 
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Chftp-  DC.  without  issue,  and  without  confirming  the  transaction,  the  next 
remainderman  may  bring  an  action  to  set  it  aside ;  but  not,  if 
there  were  an  independent  intention  to  bar  the  entail,  and  the 
fraud  applies  only  to  some  part  of  the  transaction,  distinct  from 
that  object  (g). 

If  several  persons  have  been  induced,  by  false  and  fraudulent 
representations  in  the  prospectus  of  a  company  to  take  shares 
in,  or  subscribe  to,  the  company,  each  one  may  bring  an  action 
on  his  own  behalf  against  the  company  and  its  directors  for  a 
rescission  of  the  contract  to  take  shares  or  for  a  return  of  the 
monies  which  he  has  advanced.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the 
other  persons  defrauded  should  be  parties  to  the  suit,  or  be 
represented  therein  (A).  The  case  of  each  person  who  has  been 
deceived  by  the  misrepresentation  is  peculiar  to  himself  and 
must  depend  on  its  own  circumstances.  Each  person  has  a 
distinct  and  separate  ground  of  relief.  One  of  the  parties, 
therefore,  who  have  been  defrauded  cannot  make  himself 
properly  the  representative  of  the  other  shareholders  and  bring 
an  action  on  their  behalf  as  well  as  his  own  (i). 

The  general  rule  is  that  the  company  itself  should  be  plaintiff 
in  an  action  against  the  promoters  and  directors  of  the  company 
to  set  aside  a  contract  of  sale  or  purchase  upon  the  ground  that 
it  was  obtained  by  means  of  fraudulent  representations  in  the 
prospectus  and  for  the  recovery  and  repayment  of  the  purchase 
money  {]c\  but  where  the  acts  complained  of  are  acts  which  a 
majority  of  the  shareholders  cannot  sanction  so  as  to  bind  the 
minority,  and  it  is  impossible  through  the  improper  conduct  of 
the  directors  to  get  the  company  to  impeach  these  acts,  a  share- 
holder may  bring  an  action  on  behalf  of  himself  and  all  the 
other  shareholders  (Q. 

If  the  directors  of  a  company  have  misrepresented  the  state 

(gf)  Bellamy  v.  5o6tn«,  2  Ph.  426.  {k)  Erlanger    v.     Nw?    Sombrero 

See  Tarleton  v.  LiddeU,  17  Q.  B.  390.  Phosphate  Co.,   3  App.   Ca.   1265  ; 

{h)  Central  Railway  Company  of  Phosphate  Sevxige  Co.  v.  Harimont, 

Vefmuela,  2  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  112  ;  6  Ch.  D.  394 ;  Dudcett  v.  Cover,  6 

Eeese  River  SUver    Mining    Co.   v.  Ch.  D.  83. 
Smith,  64.  (!)  Mason  v.  Harris,  11   Ch.  D. 

(i)  Halhws  V.  Femie,  3  Ch.  471.  108. 
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of  the  company,  the  whole  body  of  the  shareholders  cannot 
maintain  an  action  to  recover  the  money  which  they  have  lost 
from  the  directors;  nor  can  the  shareholders  as  a  body, 
though  the  directors  by  misrepresenting  the  state  of  the  com- 
pany have  caused  larger  dividends  to  be  paid  than  ought  to 
have  been  paid,  make  the  directors  liable  to  repay  the  divi- 
dends (m). 

A  suit  may,  however,  be  properly  instituted  by  one  or  some 
of  a  number  of  partners,  on  behalf  of  himself,  or  themselves,  and 
all  others  whose  interest  is  identical  with  his  or  their  own,  when 
the  object  of  the  suit  is  to  make  an  officer  of  the  company 
account  for  a  secret  benefit  or  advantage  obtained  by  him,  in 
breach  of  the  good  faith  owing  to  those  whose  affairs  he  con- 
ducts {n) ;  or  to  rescind  a  contract  into  which  the  partnership 
has  been  induced  to  enter,  by  false  and  fraudulent  representa- 
tions (o). 

The  right  to  bring  an  action  of  deceit,  or  to  have  relief, 
on  the  ground  of  misrepresentation,  is  not  cotifined  to  the 
person  to  whom  the  false  representation  has  been  made,  but 
extends  to  third  persons,  provided  it  appear  that  the  representa- 
tion was  made  with  the  intent  that  it  should  be  acted  on  by 
such  third  persons,  or  by  the  class  of  peraons  to  whom  they  may 
be  supposed  to  belong,  in  the  manner  that  occasions  the  loss  or 
injury  {p).  It  is  sufficient  if  the  representation  be  made  to  a 
third  person  to  be  communicated  to  the  plaintiff,  or  to  be  com- 
municated to  a  class  of  persons  of  whom  the  plaintiff  is  one,  or 
even  if  it  is  made  to  the  public  generally  with  a  view  to  its 
being  acted  on,  and  the  plaintiff  as  one  of  the  public  acts 
on  it  and  suffers  damage  thereby  (g). 

Where,  accordingly,    a    representation    was    made    to  the 


Cbap.  IX. 


(m)  Twrqwmd  v.  MarthaH,  4  Ch. 
376. 

(n)  Hichens  v.  Congreve,  4  Russ. 
662 ;  Taylor  v.  ScUmon,  4  M.  &  C. 
134 ;  Benson  v.  Heatkorn,  1  Y.  &  C. 
C.  C.  326 ;  Lund  v.  Blanshard,  4  Ha. 
9 ;  Beck  v.  KcmtorowicZj  3  E.  &  J. 
230  ;  Atkoool  v.  Merr^tveather,  6  Eq. 
464x1. 


(o)  Attwool  V.  Merryweather,  ib. 
See  Small  v.  Attwood^  You.  407. 

(p)  Barry  v.  Crosskey,  2  J.  &  H^ 
1  ;  Peek  v.  Gumey,  6  £.  &  I.  App, 
Ca.412. 

(q)  Swift  V.  Winlerbotham,  L.  R.  8 
Q.  B.  253  ;  Eichardton  v.  Silvester^ 
ib.,  9  Q.  B.  34.  Com  p.  Hoeegood  v. 
Bull,  36  L.  T.  N.  S.  618. 
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Chap-  IX'  plaintiflTs  father  with  a  view  to  being  acted  on  by  the  plaintiff, 
it  was  held  that  by  acting  on  it  the  plaintiff  had  a  right  of 
redress  (r).  So,  also,  a  party  may  make  inquiry  where  such  is 
the  custom  through  his  bankers  (instead  of  personally)  concern- 
ing the  standing  of  a  third  person,  and  it  is  no  objection  to  a 
claim  for  redress  for  a  fraudulent  answer  given  to  the  plaintiff's 
banker  that  the  representation  was  not  made  to  the  plaintiff  (s). 
So,  also,  where  directors  of  a  company  put  forth  a  prospectus 
containing  false  representations  for  the  purpose  of  selling  shares 
of  the  company,  the  false  representations  are  deemed  to  have 
been  made  to  all  who  read  the  prospectus  and  become  purchasers 
of  shares  from  the  company  in  reliance  upon  the  statements 
there  made  (t). 

The  right  of  an  allottee  of  shares  in  a  company  who  has  been 
induced  to  apply  for  them  on  the  faith  of  false  and  fraudulent 
statements  contained  in  the  prospectus,  to  bring  an  action  of 
deceit  against  the  directors  does  not  extend  to  a  purchaser  of 
shares  in  the  market,  though  he  may  have  purchased  the  shares 
upon  the  faith  of  statements  contained  in  the  prospectus.  The 
responsibility  of  directors  who  issue  a  prospectus  for  an  intended 
company  misrepresenting  actual  or  material  facts  or  concealing 
facts  material  to  be  known  does  not,  as  of  course,  follow  the 
shares  on  their  transfer  from  an  allottee  to  a  purchaser  from  him. 
In  order  that  the  purchaser  should  be  enabled  to  maintain  an 
action  of  deceit  against  the  directors  in  respect  of  losses 
occasioned  by  his  belief  in  the  prospectus  and  his  consequent 
purchase  of  shares,  he  must  show  some  direct  connection 
between  them  and  himself  in  the  communication  of  the  pro- 
spectus and  its  influence  upon  his  conduct  in  becoming  a  pur- 
chaser (tt).  There  must  be  something  to  connect  the  directors 
making  the  representation  with  the  purchaser  as  in  Scott  v. 
Di^icon  (x),  by  selling  a  report  containing  the  misrepresentation 
complained  of  to  a  person  who  afterwards  purchases  shares  upon 

■ 

(r)  Langridge  v.  Lecy,  4  M.  &  W.  Peek  v.  Gumey^  6  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca. 

337.  378. 

(«)  Swift  V.  JFirUerboiham,  L.  R.  8  («)  Peek  v.  Gum&y,  6  E.  &  I.  App. 

Q.  B.  244.  Ca.  378. 

(t)  Barry  v.  Croukey,  2  J.  &  H.  21 ;  (x)  29  L.  J.  Exch.  62  n. 
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the  faith  of  it ;  or  as  suggested  in  Oerliard  v.  Bates  (y\  hy      ^^p*  ^^ 
delivering  the  fraudulent  prospectus  to  a  person  who  thereupon 
became  a  purchaser  of  shares ;  or  by  making  an  allotment  of 
shares  to  a  person  who  has  been  induced  by  the  prospectus  to 
apply  for  such  allotment  (z). 

A  pai*ty  partially  interested  in  an  estate  may  maintain  an 
action  to  set  aside  a  conveyance  of  such  interest  fraudulently 
obtained  from  him^  without  making  the  other  pei-sons  interested 
in  the  estate  parties  (a). 

Applications  under  the  Companies  Act,  1862  (25  &  26  Vict,  a 
89,  s.  35)  to  have  a  name  removed  from  the  list  of  shareholders 
must  be  made  by  the  person  aggrieved  or  any  member  of  the 
company  or  the  company  itself.  When  a  winding-up  order  has 
been  made,  the  application  must  be  made  in  the  name  of  the 
company  and  not  of  the  liquidator  (6). 

It  is  a  general  rule  that  a  Court  of  Justice  will  not  interpose  Plaintiff 
actively  in  favour  of  a  man  who  is  paHtceps  (ynminia  in  an  erinUnU, 
illegal  or  fraudulent  transaction  (c).  The  Court  will  take  the 
objection  as  to  the  illegality  of  the  transaction,  even  although 
the  defendant  himself  does  not  (cQ.  Where  both  parties  are 
equally  offenders  against  the  law,  the  maxim,  potior  eat  conditio 
possidentis,  prevails,  not  because  the  defendant  is  more  favoured, 
where  both  are  equally  criminal,  but  because  on  the  principle 
of  public  policy  the  Court  will  not  assist  a  plaintiff  who  has  paid 
over  money  or  handed  over  property  in  pursuance  of  an  illegal 
or  immoral  contract  to  recover  it  back  («).  If,  accordingly,  a 
deed  has  been  executed,  or' a  conveyance  made,  to  enable  a 
party  to  contravene  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  no 
suit  in  equity  will  lie  to  set  aside  the  deed  or  recover  the  estate. 
The  party  executing  it  cannot  be  heard  to  allege  his  own 

(y)  2  E»  &  B.  476.  439  ;  Barnard  v.  Sutton,  7  Jur.  686, 

(z)  Peek  V,  Oumey,  6  £.  &  I.  App.  per  Lord  Lyndhurat ;    WilliarM  v. 

Ca.  398.  Williams,  20  Ch.  D.  659.    See  Ayeret 

(a)  Henley  v.  Stone,  3  Beav.  355.  v.  Jenkins,  16  Eq.  282. 

(6)  Kintrea'8  Case,  5  Ch.  95.  (d)  Hamilton  v.   BaU,  2  Ir.  Eq. 

(c)  Cecil  V.  Butcher,  2  J.  &  W.  572 ;  191,  194. 
Doe  v.  Roberts,  2  B.  &  Aid.  369  ;         («)  Taylor  v.  Chester,  L.  R.  4  Q.  B. 

M'Kinndl  v.  Robinson,  3  M.  &  W.  312. 
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Chap.  IX.  fraudalent  purpose.  He  is  estopped  from  confiniDg  the  opera- 
tion of  his  deed  within  the  limits  of  his  intended  fraud  (/).  In 
a  case  where  a  man,  in  order  to  give  his  brother  a  colourable 
qualification  to  kill  game,  conveyed  some  land  to  him,  it  was 
held  that  his  widow  could  not  avoid  the  conveyance  in  an  action 
of  ejectment  against  her  by  the  brother  (gr).  So,  also,  if  a  man, 
with  a  view  of  defeating  his  creditors,  makes  a  conveyance  of  his 
real  and  personal  estate  to  another,  no  suit  is,  in  geneml,  main- 
tainable by  him  against  that  other  for  the  recovery  of  the 
property  (A).  So,  also,  money  paid  in  fuilherance  of  a  fraud  or 
other  unlawful  purpose  cannot  be  recovered  back  (i). 

A  distinction  has  been  taken  between  cases  where  a  deed 
executed,  or  a  conveyance  made,  for  an  illegal  purpose,  has 
performed  its  office,  and  been  accompanied  by  the  completion  of 
the  purpose,  and  cases  where  the  deed  or  conveyance  has  not 
been  used  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  executed.  In 
Platamone  v.  Staple  (k),  the  Vice-Chancellor  appears  to  have 
considered,  that  the  circumstance  of  the  purpose  for  which  the 
deed  was  made  not  having  been  accomplished,  made  a  material 
distinction  (Q.  But  the  distinction  does  not  seem  sound.  If 
a  grantor,  so  far  as  he  can,  completes  the  transaction  for  an 
illegal  purpose,  and  leaves  it  in  the  power  of  the  grantee  to 
make  at  his  pleasure  the  illegal  use  of  the  instrument  originally 
intended,  he  merits  the  consequences  attached  to  the  illegality 
of  his  act  (m).  It  is  difficult  to  see  upon  what  principle  it  can 
be  contended  that  a  man,  who  intends  to  commit  a  fraud,  shall 
not  have  relief  if  he   succeed  in  his  attempt,  but  shall  be 


(/)  Curtu  v.  Perry,  6  Ves.  747 ; 
Brackenbury  v.  Brackenhury,  2  J.  & 
W.  391  ;  Cecil  v.  Butcher,  ib.  672 ; 
Groves  v.  Groves,  3  Y.  &  J.  163. 
Comp.  ChUders  v.  Childers,  1  D.  &  J. 
482  ;  Davies  v.  Otty,  35  Beav.  208. 

(g)  Doe  v.  Roberts,  2  B.  &  Aid. 
369.  See  Phillpotts  v.  Phillpotts,  10 
C.  B.  85  ;  BotPes  v.  Foster,  2  H.  &  N. 
786. 

(h)  Nellisv,  ClarJc, 4  Hill.  (Amer.), 
426  ;  Ford  v.  Harrington,  2  Smith 
(Amer.),   285.     Comp.   Barnard  v. 


Sutton,  7  Jut.  685. 

(t)  Begbiey.PhosphattSetcage  Com- 
pany, L.  R.  10  Q.  B.  499. 

(Jc)  Coop.  261. 

(/)  See  Barnard  v.  Sutton,  7  Jur. 
685. 

(m)  Cecil  v.  Butcher,  2  J.  &  W. 
678  ;  Doe  v.  Roberts,  2  B.  &  Aid.  369  ; 
Roberts  v.  Roberts,  Dan.  143  ;  Groves 
V.  Groves,  3  Y.  &  J.  163.  See  Brack- 
eiibury  v.  Brackenbury,  2  J.  &  W. 
391. 
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relieved  if  he  fails  or  hesitates  to  proceed,  because  he  fears  a       ^^p*  ^^- 
failure.     His  intentioD  is  as  fraudulent  in  the  one  case  as  in 
the  other  (n). 

A  distinction  has  also  been  taken  between  cases  where  the 
conveyance  has  been  made  with  the  privity  of,  or  the  deed  has 
been  delivered  to,  the  grantee,  and  cases  where  the  conveyance 
has  not  been  communicated  to  the  grantee,  nor  the  deed  parted 
with  by  the  grantor  (o).  But  there  is  a  preponderance  of 
authority  in  support  of  the  proposition  that,  although  a  volun- 
tary deed  is  made  without  the  knowledge  of  the  grantee,  and  has 
been  kept  in  the  hands  of  the  grantor,  a  Court  of  Equity  will  not 
relieve  against  it  (p).  In  Brackenbury  v.  BrdckeTibury  (q),  the 
grantor  had  never  parted  with  the  possession  of  the  deed,  nor 
had  it  been  used  for  the  fraudulent  purpose  with  a  view  to 
which  it  was  executed.  After  the  death  of  the  grantor,  the 
grantee  obtained  possession  by  deceit,  and  under  a  promise  to 
return  it  immediately,  yet  the  Court  refused  to  relieve. 
Inasmuch  as  it  is  well  established  law  that  a  man  who  executes 
a  voluntary  settlement  passes  the  estate  out  of  himself,  though 
he  retains  the  deed  in  his  own  possession  (r),  it  is  impossible 
to  contend  that  the  distinction  attempted  to  be  made  is  a  sound 
one. 

.  The  rule  that  a  Court  of  Justice  will  not  actively  interpose  in 
favour  of  a  man  who  is  particepa  criminia  in  an  illegal  or 
fraudulent  transaction,  like  most  other  general  rules,  admits  of 
exceptions,  An  exception  to  the  rule  takea  place  where  the 
party  seeking  relief,  although  particeps  c^nmi/nis,  is  not  in  pari 
delicto  with  his  associate  in  the  matter.  There  may  be,  and 
often  are,  very  diflferent  degrees  of  guilt  of  parties  who  concur 
in  an  illegal  act.  One  party  may  act  under  circumstances  of 
oppression,  imposition,  undue  influence,  of  great  inequality  of 
age  or  condition,  so  that  his  guilt  may  be  far  less  in  degree  than 
that  of  the  other  party  («). 

(n)  Bateman  v.  JSamsay,  San.  &  8c.  (p)  Cecil  v.  BtUcher,  2  J.  &  W.  578. 

478.  (q)  lb.  391. 

(o)  IVard  v.  Lant,  Prec-  Ch.  182  ;  (r)  Roberts  v.  WiUiams,  4  Ha.  130 

Birch  V.  Blagrave,  Amb.  264  ;  Grooes  («)  Smith    v.    BroTtdey^    2   Doag. 

V.  Groxts,  3  Y.  &  J.  163.  696  n. ;  Botanqyi^  v.  Vashwood,  Ca. 
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Chap.  IX.  Illegality  resulting  from  pressure  and  illegality  resulting 

from  an  attempt  to  stifle  a  prosecution^  do  not  fall  within  that 
class  of  illegalities  in  which  the  Court  stays  its  hand,  but  are  of 
a  class  in  which  the  Court  .will  actively  give  its  assistance 
in  favour  of  the  oppressed  party,  by  directing  monies  to  be 
repaid  (Q. 

Other  cases  which  form  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  are 
cases  where  the  act  or  deed  in  which  the  parties  concur  is 
against  the  principles  of  morality  or  public  policy.  In  such 
cases  there  may  be  on  the  part  of  the  Coui*t  itself  a  necessity  of 
supporting  the  public  interest  or  policy,  however  reprehensible 
the  conduct  of  the  parties  themselves  may  be  (u).  Although, 
for  instance,  a  Court  of  Equity  will  not  relieve  a  man  who  assigns 
property  to  another  with  the  view  of  defeating  his  creditors, 
the  case  is  different  if  the  person  who  assigns  the  property 
is  a  client,  and  the  person  to  whom  it  has  been  assigned  is  his 
attorney.  The  iiile  of  public  policy  which  prohibits  an  attorney 
from  obtaining  any  advantage  in  transactions  must  prevail,  and 
the  attorney  must  reconvey  the  property  {x).  So,  also,  the 
purchase  of  a  bankrupt's  estate  secretly,  by  a  person  for  the 
benefit  of  the  solicitor  to  the  assignees  was  set  aside  at  the 
suit  of  the  bankrupt,  after^  his  bankruptcy  had  been  annulled, 
though  there  was  evidence  to  show  that  the  bankrupt  had  been 
privy  to  the  transaction  (y). 

If  money  is  paid  or  goods  delivered  for  an  illegal  purpose,  the 
person  who  has  sq  paid  the  money  or  delivered  the  goods  may 
recover  them  back  before  the  illegal  purpose  is  carried  out ;  but 
if  he  wait  till  the  illegal  purpose  is  carried  out,  or  if  he  seeks 
to  enforce  the  illegal  transaction,  in  neither  case  can  he 
maintain  an  action.  The  law  will  not  allow  that  to  be  done. 
In  permitting  a  man  to  recover  before  the  illegal  purpose  is 
canied  out,  the  law  does  not  carry  out  the  illegal  transaction* 

t.  Talb.  41  ;   Brouming  v.  Morris^  Marine  Insurance  Co,,  8  Ch.  D.  477. 

Cowp.  790  ;  Osborne  v.  WiUiams,  18  (t*)  Law  v.  Law,  Ca.  t  Talb.  140  ; 

Yea.  379  ;  Palmer  v.  fVkeeler,  2  Ba.  St  John  v.  SL  John,  11  Ves.  635. 

&  Be.  31  ;  BeyneU  v.  Sprye,  I  D.  M.  (as)  Ford  v.  Harrington,  2  Smith 

&  G.  678,  679 ;  Bowes  v.  Foster,  2  H.  (Amer.),  285. 

&  N.  785.  (y)  Adams  v.  Sworder^  2  D.  J,  & 

[i)  Vavies  v.  London  ik  Provincial  S.  44, 
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The  effect  is  to  put  the  pailies  in  the  same  situation  as  they      diap.  IX. 
Yfere  in  before  the  illegal  transaction  was  determined  upon  and 
before  the  parties  took  any  steps  to  carry  it  out  (z). 

There  is  great  difficulty  in  iipplying  the  maxim  potioi*  eat 
coTidUio  posaidentie  to  a  case  where  money  has  been  placed  in 
medio,  and  where  the  Court  must  do  something  with  it  or  leave 
it  to  be  locked  up  for  ever  (a). 

When  a  party  to  an  illegal  or  immoral  contract  comes  himself 
to  be  relieved  from  that  contract,  or  its  obligations,  he  must 
distinctly  and  conclusively  state  such  grounds  of  relief  as  the 
Court  can  legally  attend  to.  He  should  not  accompany  his 
claims  to  relief,  which  may  be  legitimate,  with  claims  and 
complaints,  which  are  contaminated  with  the  original  immoral 
purpose  (6).  A  distinction  will  be  taken  between  cases  where  a 
party  has  actually  accomplished  the  bad  purpose  to  which  a 
deed  was  auxiliary,. and  cases  in  which  he  had  not  participated 
in  the  bad  purpose  which  it  was  the  very  object  of  the  deed  to 
procure  (e).  In  Sismey  v.  Eley  (d),  where  a  plaintiff  sought  to 
be  relieved  fi'om  a  deed  by  which  he  had  agreed  to  pay  an 
annuity  to  a  woman,  on  the  ground  that  the  consideration  for  it 
was  a  promise  made  to  him  to  live  with  him  as  his  mistress,  a 
demurrer  to  the  bill  was  overruled,  as  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
plaintiff  had  availed  himself  of  the  promise. 

A  distinction  is  taken  in  equity  between  enforcing  illegal 
contracts,  and  asserting  title  to  monies  arising  from  an  illegal 
contract.  If  the  transaction  alleged  to  be  illegal  is  completed 
and  closed,  so  that  it  will  not  be  in  any  manner  affected  by 
what  the  Court  is  asked  to  do,  the  party  to  the  transaction,  who 
has  possessed  himself  of  the  monies  arising  out  of  the  trans- 
action, cannot  be  permitted  to  set  up  the  illegality  of  the 
transaction  against  the  otherwise  clear  title  of  the  other.  One 
of  two  partners,  or  joint  adventurers,  therefore,  who  has  pos- 
sessed himself  of  the  property,  common  to  both,  cannot  be 
permitted  to  retain  it,  by  merely  showing  that  in  realising  it 

(»)  Taylw  v.  Boiuers,  1  Q.  B.  D.         (6)  Batty  v.  Chester,  5  Beav.  103. 
300.  (c)  Srmjth  v.  Griffin,  13  Sim.  254  ; 

(o)  Davies  v.  London  dk  Provincial  Benyon  v.  Nettlefoid,  17  Sim.  56. 
Manne  Insurance  Co.,  8  Ch.  D.  477.  (d)  lb.  1. 
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Parties 
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some  provisions  in  an  Act  of  Parliament,  or  in  the  fiscal  law  of 
a  foreign  state,  may  have  been  violated  (e).  So,  also,  and  upon 
a  similar  principle,  if  two  tinistees  ai*e  equally  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  trust,  but  one  has  received  the  monies,  the  other  may  main- 
tain a  bill  against  him  to  recover  the  amount  (/). 

In  Sykea  v.  Beadon  (g),  however,  Jessel,  M.  R,  said  he  did 
not  think  the  fact  that  an  illegal  transaction  may  be  concluded 
was  a  ground  for  the  interference  of  the  Court.  He  said  he 
was  of  opinion  that  no  Court  of  Law  or  Equity  would  lend  its 
assistance  in  any  way  towards  carrying  out  an  illegal  contract : 

« 

that  such  a  contract  cannot  be  enforced  by.  one  party  to  it 
against  the  other,  either  directly  by  asking  the  Court  to  cany 
it  jnto  effect  or  indirectly  by  claiming  damages  or  compensation 
for  breach  of  it :  though  there  might  be  cases  in  which  a 
party  to  such  a  contract  might  recover  from  a  third  person 
money  paid  over  to  that  person  in  pursuapce  of  the  contract 
and  other  cases  in  ^hich  a  person  might  recover  from  the  parties 
to  such  a  contract  monies  obtaiDed  by  them  from  him  on  the 
representation  that  the  contract  was  legal. 

In  all  cases  of  fraud  the  hand  of  the  Court  is  not  arrested  by 
the  death  of  the  wrongdoer.  An  action  survives  against  his 
executor  when  the  wrong  complained  of  has  benefited  the 
estate  of  the  deceased  {h).  But  if  no  benefit  has  accrued  to  the. 
estate  of  the  deceased  from  the  wrong  complained  of,  an  action 
will  not  survive  against  his  executor  (t),  unless  in  cases  where 
the  executor  can  be  said  to  have  taken  the  estate  with  the 
liability  to  make  good  his  testator's  representations  out  of  it  (k). 

All  persons  who  lend  themselves  to  a  fraud  and  receive 
money  from  the  defrauded  party  may  be  made  parties  to  an 


(c)  Sharp  v.  Taylor,  2  Ph.  801  ; 
Sheppard  v.  Oxenford,  I  K.  &  J. 
496 ;  M^Blair  v.  Gibbes,  17  How. 
(Amer.),  232.  See  also  Nash  v.  Ash, 
1  Eden.  378  ;  Mince  v.  Peters,  Harg. 
MSS.  No.  112,  p.  86 ;  JVatts  v.  Brooks, 
3  Ves.  612  ;  KnowUs  v.  Houghton,  11 
Ves.  168. 

(/)  Baynard  v.  WooUey,  20  Beav. 
663. 


(g)  11  Ch.  D.  170. 

Qi)  Ra/wlins  v.  Wickha/m,  3  D.  & 
J.  304  ;  Gresley  v.  Mousley,  4  D.  &  J, 
78  ;  WdUham  v.  Stainion,  1  D.  J.  & 
S.  690  ;  New  Sombrero  Phosphaie  Co, 
V.  Erlanger,  5  Ch.  D.  74. 

(t)  Peek  v.  Gumey,  6  E.  &  I.  App. 
Ca.  392. 

(A:)  Ingram  v.  Thorpe,  7  Ha,  67. 
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action  to  set  aside  the  transactioD,  and  to  recover  the  monies 
which  they  have  received.  If  trustees  lend  themselves  to  a 
fraud,  by  their  cestui  que  trust,  the  liability  is  a  joint  and 
several  one  of  all  the  accomplices  (Q.  If  third  parties  have 
aided  the  directors  of  a  company  in  misapplying  the  funds  of 
the  company,  an  action  against  them  and  the  directors  is  not 
multifarious  (m).  So,  also,  a  man  who  has  been  guilty  of  a 
fraud,  in  concert  with  one  of  several  trustees,  may  be  joined  in 
an  action  against  the  trustees  generally  {n). 

All  persons  concerned  in  the  commission  of  a  fraud  are  to  be 
treated  as  principals :  no  person  can  be  permitted  to  excuse 
himself  as  the  agent  or  servant  of  another  (o).  If  an  agent  in 
the  course  of  his  employment  commits  a  fraud  upon  another 
party,  whereby  damage  ensues  to  the  party  injured,  he  will  be 
liable  to  the  party  injured,  though  his  principal  would  be  so 
likewise  (p). 

The  right  of  action  is  given  to  the  party  injured  by  the  fraud 
against  all  persons  who  have  joined  in  committing  it,  although 
the  concurrence  of  some  of  these  persons  might  be  unknown  to 
the  party  injured  at  the  time  of  the  injury  (q). 

If  a  man  has  abetted  a  fraud,  the  absence  of  a  personal  benefit 
resulting  from  it  is  no  excuse  ;  he  may  be  justly  made  respon- 
sible for  its  results,  and  even  if  no  other  relief  can  be  had 
against  him,  he  may  be  compelled  to  pay  the  costs  of  the 
action  (r).  Solicitors  or  attornies  who  have  abetted  their 
clients  in  a  fraud,  or  have  prepared  deeds  to  carry  it  out,  may 
be  made  pai^ties  to  an  action  to  set  aside  the  fraudulent  trans- 
action, and  are  liable  to  pay  the  costs,  even  though  they  may 
have  derived  no  personal  benefit  therefrom  {s). 


OL&p.  IX. 


(I)  Phosphate  S$v>age  Co,  v.  Hart- 
mont,  5  Ch.  D.  456. 

(m)  Lund  v.  Blanshardy  4  Ha.  9. 

(n)  Att.-Gm,  v.  Cradock,  3  M.  & 
C.  85. 

(o)  Cidlen  v.  Thompson's  Trustees, 
4  Macq.  424,  per  Lord  WeBtbtuy. 

{p)  Weir  v.  Bell,  3  Exch.  D.  248, 
per  Cockburn,  C.  J. 

(q)  Gullen  v.  Thompson's  Trustees^ 


4  Macq.  432. 

(r)  Seddon  v.  Connell,  10  Sim.  85  ; 
Clark  V.  Girdwood,  7  Ch.  D.  18. 

(«)  Bowles  V.  Stewart,  1  Sch.  &  Lef. 
227  ;  Beadles  v.  Burch,  10  Sim.  332  ; 
Berry  v.  Armitstead,  2  Keen,  227  ; 
Phosphate  Seioage  Co.  v.  Hartnumt,  5 
Ch.  D.  444.  See  Cory  v.  Eyie,  1  D. 
J.  &  S.  167. 
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Chap.  IX.  A  solicLtor,  who  is  implicated  in  a  case  of  fraud,  may  be  made 

a  party  to  an  action  seeking  relief  in  respect  of  that  fraud, 
merely  for  the  purposes  of  discovery,  the  only  relief  asked  being 
that  he  should  be  ordered  to  pay  costs  (u).  The  case,  of  course, 
is  all  the  stronger,  if  the  solicitor  has  gained  a  personal  benefit 
from  a  transaction  into  which  he  has  induced  his-  client  to 
enter  («). 

In  an  action,  however,  founded  on  alleged  misrepresentation, 
it  is  improper  to  make  as  party  to  the  action  an  attorney,  agent, 
or  arbitrator  who  has  taken  no  active  part  in  making  the  state- 
ment out  of  which  the  action  arises,  and  who  has  been  con- 
nected with  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  have  made  no  profit  out  of 
it,  merely  with  a  view  to  making  him  liable  for  costs  in  case  the 
principal  defendant  should  fail  {y). 

Where  the  object  of  the  action  is  not  to  set  aside  the  trans- 
action but  to  recover  profits  unfairly  made  by  persons  in  a 
fiduciary  character,  a  solicitor  qud  solicitor  who  has  not  sliared 
in  the  profits  is  not  a  proper  party  («).  Nor  is  a  solicitor  who 
has  drawn  up  an  instrument  which  is  set  aside  or  rectified  on 
the  ground  of  fraud,  a  proper  party  to  the  action,  if  he  has 
only  committed  a  blunder  in  the  matter  and  not  abetted  the 
fraud  (a). 

A  person  filling  a  position  of  a  fiduciary  character,  as  an 
agent,  is  liable  for  a  breach  of  duty,  though  he  may  have 
derived  no  benefit  from  it.  Where  two  agents  concur  in  a 
fraud,  and  one  of  them  only  derives  benefit  from  the  fraud,  the 
other  is  also  liable  in  equity  for  the  benefit  so  derived  {(w). 
Those  who  having  a  duty  to  perform,  represent  to  others,  who 
are  interested  in  the  performance  of  it,  that  it  has  been  per- 

(u)  Gilbert  v.  Lewis,  I  D.  J.  &  S.  held  to  be  rightly  made  a  party. 

62;  Slatorv.  Nolan,!,  R,UEq^.  407,  («)  BagncU  v.   Carlton,  6  Ch.  D. 

(x)  Bennett  v.  Vade,  2  Atk.  327  ;  372. 

Proctor  v.  Robinson,  35  Beav.  335.  (a)  Clark  v.  Girdwood,  7  Ch.  D. 

See  Brent  v.  Brmt,  10  L.  J .  Ch.  84.  18. 

(y)  Mathias  v.  Yetts,  46  L.  T.  N.  (aa)  JValsham  v.  StainUm,  1  D.  J. 

S.  497  ;  comp.  Heatley  v.  Newton,  19  &  S.  678.     See  Peek  v.  Gumey,  6  E. 

Oh.  D.  326,  where  an  auctioneer  was  &  I.  App.  Ca.  ^93. 
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formed,  make  themselves  responsible  for  all  the  consequences  of     ChAp.  IX. 
the  non-performance  (6). 

If  a  man  has  been  induced  by  the  false  representations,  or 
fraud,  of  a  particular  shareholder  in  a  company  to  purchase 
shares,  the  only  necessary  party  to  a  bill  filed  for  the  return  of 
the  purchase-money,  and  for  an  indemnity,  is  the  person  who 
sold  the  shares  (o). 

It  is  not  necessary  that  all  the  parties  charged  with  fraud 
should  be  made  parties  (d).  Where  there  are  several  partners, 
some  of  whom  have  committed  fraud,  any  of  the  persons  jointly 
and  severally  liable  may  be  sued  without  making  the  others 
parties  (e). 

A  man  who  has  released  the  principal  actor  in  a  fraud,  cannot 
go  on  against  the  other  parties  who  would  have  been  liable  only 
in  a  secondary  degree  (/). 

In  a  suit  to  set  aside  a  settlement  of  real  and  personal  estate 
for  fraud,  or  undue  influence  on  the  part  of  the  trustees,  one  or 
more  of  the  parties  beneficially  interested  is  or  are  necessary 
parties  (g). 

A  partner,  being  liable  for  the  fraud  of  his  co-partner,  when 
acting  within  the  proper  scope  of  the  partnership  business,  a 
firm  of  bankers  or  solicitors  is  liable  for  fraud  practised  upon  a 
client  by  a  member  of  the  firm  {h).  The  client,  or  principal,  is 
entitled  to  relief  against  the  other  partners,  not  only  if  the  case 
is  one  in  which  he  might  have  recovered  against  such  other 
partnei*s,  but  also  if  the  remedy  at  law  against  the  other  partners 
is  barred  by  lapse  of  time(i).  The  original  liability  of  one 
partner  for  the  fraud  of  a  co-partner  is  continued  as  well  after 
as  before  the  dissolution  of  the  partnership  (k),  A  fraud,  how- 
ever, committed  by  a  partner  whilst  acting  on  his  own  separate 


(6)  Blair  v.  Sromley,  2  Ph.  360.  (g)  Bead  v.  Pred,  1  K.  &  J.  18a 

(c)  Stainbank  v.  Femley,  9  Sim.  QC)  Brydges  v.  BranJUl,  12  Sim. 
556  ;  Mare  v.  Malachy^  I  M.  &  C.  369 ;  Sadler  v.  LeCy  6  Beav.  330 ; 
559  ;  Turner  v.  HiUy  11  Sim.  1.  Blair  v.  Bromley,  5  Ha.  542,  2  Ph. 

(d)  SedcUm  v.  Connell,  10  Sim.  79.  354  ;  St.  Aufyyn  v.  SmaH,  3  Ch.  646. 
(«)  Plumer  v.  Gregory,  18  Eq.  627.  (%)  Blair  v.  Bromley,  2  Ph.  354. 
(/)  Thompson  v.  Harrison,  2  Bro.  {k)  lb. 

C.  C.  164,  1  Cox,  346. 
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Oh*p-  I3r.  account,  is  not  imputable  to  the  firm,  although,  had  he  not  been 
connected  with  it,  he  might  not  have  been  in  a  position  to 
commit  the  fraud  (l). 

But  if  the  firm  has  derived  benefit  from  the  fraudulent  trans- 
action, the  other  partners  are  jointly  and  severally  liable  with 
the  partner  who  has  committed  the  fraud  to  make  good  the 
money  which  has  been  fraudulently  received  by  the  firm, 
though  the  other  partners  have  not  committed  any  violation 
of  duty  (m). 

Inasmuch  as  one  partner  has  no  authority  to  bind  the  other 
partners  by  borrowing  money,  unless  it  is  borrowed  in  the 
usual  course  of  business  and  for  business  purposes,  if  a  client 
advances  money  to  one  of  a  firm  of  solicitors  on  the  representa- 
tion that  it  was  to  be  lent  to  a  client,  and  the  solicitor  fi-audu- 
lently  appropriates  the  money,  his  partner,  if  he  had  no  know- 
ledge of  the  fraud,  is  not  liable  to  make  it  good,  for  it  is  not  the 
business  of  a  solicitor  to  act  as  a  scrivener  (n).  The  case  how- 
ever would  be  different,  if  the  firm  were  employed  to  prepare 
securities.  In  such  case  a  payment  to  one  of  the  partnei-s 
would  have  been  a  payment  to  the  partnership  firm,  because 
it  would  then  have  been  received  for  the  purpose  of  being 
invested  in  a  specific  security ;  and  until  the  matter  is  brought 
to  an  agreement  to  invest  the  money  on  a  specific  security, 
it  does  not  come  within  the  ordinary  business  of  the  partner- 
ship (o). 

Where  a  syndicate  has  been  formed  for  promoting  a  company 
and  fraud  has  been  practised  in  the  matter,  the  members  of  the 
syndicate  are  jointly  and  severally  liable  (p).  The  estate  of 
a  deceased  member  of  the  syndicate  is  liable  to  the  extent  that 
it  may  have  been  benefited  by  the  fraud  (q). 

The  infancy  of  the  defrauding  party  will  not  exempt  him,  for 

(0  Ex  parte  Eyre^  1    Ph.    227  ;  (o)  lb. 

Coamer  v.  Bromley,  5  Deg.  &  Sm,  (p)  New  Sombrero  Phosphate  Co. 

532  ;  Bishop  v.  Chuntess  of  Jersey,  2  v.  Erlangery  5  Ch.  D.  74  ;  Photj^iat^ 

Drew.  143.  Sewage  Co.  v.  Hartmont,  ib.  394. 

(m)  Imperial    Mercantile     Credit  (q)  New  Somhrero  PJiospJiate  Co.  v. 

Association  v.  Colemariy  6  E.  &  I.  Erlanger,  ib.  74 ;  Peek  v.  Gumeyy  6 

App.  Ca.  189.  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  377. 

(n)  Plumer  v.  Gregory^  18  Eq.  621. 
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though  the  law  protects  him  from  binding  himself  by  contract,      Chap.  IX. 
it  gives  him  no  authority  to  cheat  others  (r). 

A  bankrupt  is  not  a  proper  party  to  an  action  brought  by  the 
trustee  under  his  bankruptcy  to  set  aside  a  conveyance  executed 
by  the  bankrupt  with  intent  to  delay  or  defeat  his  creditors  (s). 

An  action  which  may  have  been  brought  for  the  purpose  of 
setting  aside  a  transaction  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  will  not  fail, 
merely  because  the  bill  may  have  incorrectly  and  untruly 
alleged  a  third  person  to  have  been  a  participator  and  joint 
actor  in  the  fraud,  although  such  incorrect  mode  of  stating  the 
case  may  affect  the  costs  (t). 

(r)  Evnyy  v.  Nicholas,  2  Eq.  Ca.  678. 
Ab.  488  ;  Cory  v.  Q&rtcken,  2  Madd  («)  TTeise  v.  WardU,  19  Eq.  171. 

40  ;  Overton  v.  Bannisterf  3  Ha.  503  ;         {t)  Beynell  v.  Sprye,  1  D.  M.  &  Q. 

Stikeman  v.  Dawson,  1  Deg.  &  Sm.  684. 
90 ;  Lemfri&re  v.  Lange,  12  Ch.  D- 
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PROOF. 

Chap.  Z.  A  KAN  who  alleges  fraud  must  clearlj  and  distinctly  prove 

the  fraud  he  alleges.  The  onus  probandi  is  upon  him  to  prove 
his  case  as  it  is  alleged  in  the  statement  of  claim  (a).  K  he 
complains  of  fraud  in  the  prospectus  of  a  company,  it  is  for  him 
to  prove  that  it  was  false,  and  false  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
defendant)  or  at  all  events  that  he  did  not  believe  it,  and  it  is 
for  him  to  prove  that  he  was  misled  (6).  If  the  fraud  is  not 
strictly  and  clearly  proved,  as  it  is  alleged,  relief  cannot  be  had, 
although  the  party  against  whom  relief  is  sought  may  not  have 
been  perfectly  clear  in  his  dealings  (o).  Fraud  will  not  be 
carried  by  way  of  relief  one  tittle  beyond  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Coui't  (d).  When  a  man 
seeks  to  charge  another  with  fraud,  he  cannot  succeed  by 
proving  that  he  understood  the  statement  in  a  sense  in  which 
the  other  did  not,  and  that  in  the  sense  in  which  he  understood 
what  the  other  said  it  was  false  (e).  If  a  case  of  actual  fraud  is 
alleged,  relief  cannot  be  had  by  proving  only  a  case  of  construc- 
tive fraud  (/).  But  where  material  allegations  of  fraud  are 
proved,  the  plaintiff  will  obtain  relief,  though  other  allegations 
are  not  proved  (g), 

(a)  Bellamy  v.  Sdbiney  2  Ph.  425,      P.  D.  99. 

448  ;  Blair  v.  Br<mley,  5  Ha.  559  ;         (c)  MirwaU  v.  Blake,  31  L.  T.  387. 

Jennmg%  v.  Broughton,  17  Beav.  239  ;         (d)  Luffy.  Lord,  11  Jur.  N.  S.  60 

Smith  V.  Kay,  7  H.  L.  750  ;  Hallavn  52,  per  Lord  Westbury. 

V.  Femisy  3  Ch.  478 ;    Moxtm   v.  («)  Smith  v.  Chadwick,  20  Ck  D. 

Payne^  8  Ch.  881 ;  Craig  v.  PhUipps,  79. 

3  Ch.  D.  733.  (/)  Parr  v.  Jewell,  1  K.  &  J.  671  ; 

(b)  Smith  V.  Chadwick,  20  Ch.  D.  JVUde  v.  Gtbton,  1  H.  L.  605. 
76,  per  Lindley,   L.   J.  ;    Blake  v.  (g)  Moxon  v.  Payne,  8  Ch.  881. 
Albion  Life  Inturatice  Society,  4  C. 
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If  the  statement  of  claim  alleges  a  case  of  fraud,  and  the  title  Chap-  X. 
to  relief  rests  upon  that  fraud  only,  the  action  will  be  dismissed, 
if  the  fraud  as  alleged  is  not  proved.  It  cannot  be  allowed  to 
be  used  for  any  secondary  purpose.  But  if  the  case  does  not 
entirely  rest  upon  the  proof  of  fraud,  but  rests  also  upon  other 
matters,  which  are  sufficient  to  give  the  Court  jurisdiction,  and 
are  separable  from  the  case  of  fraud,  and  the  case  of  fraud  is  not 
proved,  but  the  other  matters  are  proved,  relief  will  be  given  in 
respect  of  so  much  of  the  statement  of  claim  as  is  proved  (h). 

If  the  defendant  alleges  that  a  contract  sued  on  was  obtained 
from  him  by  fraud,  the  burden  of  proving  the  fraud  lies  on 
him  (i).  So,  also,  if  fraud  is  established  against  a  party,  it  is 
for  him,  if  he  alleges  acquiescence  in  the  other  party,  to  show 
when  the  latter  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  truth  and  prove 
that  he  knowingly  forbore  to  assert  his  rights  (k).  So,  also, 
where  a  man  makes  a  false  representation  to  another,  the  onus 
prohanM  is  on  him  to  show  that  the  other  party  waived  it  and 
relied  on  his  own  knowledge  {I). 

The  rules  of  evidence  are  the  same  in  equity  as  at  law  (m).  B^^^e'*^'® 
Whether  certain  facts,  as  proved,  amount  to  a  fraud,  is  a 
question  for  the  Court  as  well  at  law  as  in  equity.  The  facts 
to  constitute  a  fraud  must  be  proved  at  law  by  the  jury(ii)« 
In  equity  they  are  found  by  the  Court ;  but  a  Court  of  Equity 
is  not  justified  in  finding  such  facts  upon  any  less  or  different 
kind  of  proof  than  would  be  required  to  satisfy  a  jury.  The 
law  in  no  case  presumes  fraud.  The  presumption  is  always  in 
favour  of  innocence,  and  not  of  guilt.     In  no  doubtful  matter 


{h)  Glascott  V.  Lang,  2  Ph.  310 ; 
JVUde  V.  Gibson,  1  H.  L.  607 ;  Arch- 
hold  V.  Commissioners  of  Charitable 
BequesUj  2  H.  L.  440;  Price  v. 
Berrington,  3  Mac.  &  G.  486  ;  Billage 
v.  SotUhee,  9  Ha.  535  ;  Espey  v.  Lake, 
10  Ha.  260  ;  Baker  v.  Bradley,  7  D. 
M.  &  G.  597  ;  Traill  v.  BaHng,  4  D. 
J.  &  S.  331  ;  Hickson  v.  Lombard,  1 
E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  324  ;  Hilliard  v. 
Eiffe,  7  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  39;  Char- 
tered Bank  of  Aiistralia  v.  Lempriere, 


L.  R.  4  P.  C.  597  ;  JTKymson  v.  East- 
woodi  2  App.  Ca.  236. 

(i)  Beatty  v.  Fishel,  4  Browne 
(Amer.),  448. 

(k)  Lindsey  Petroleum  Co.  v.  Hurd, 
L.  R.  5  P.  C.  221. 

(0  Redgrcm  v.  Hurd,  20  Ch.  D. 
13. 

(m)  Manning  v.  LechrMre,  1  Atk. 
453  ;  Man  v.  Ward,  2  Atk.  229  ; 
Glyn  V.  Bank  of  England,  2  Ves.  41. 

(w)  Murray  v.  Mann,  2  Exch.  539. 

u  u 
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does  the  Court  lean  to  the  conclusion  of  fraud.  Fraud  is  not  to 
be  assumed  on  doubtful  evidence.  The  facts  constituting  fraud 
must  be  clearly  and  conclusively  established  (o).  Circumstances 
of  mere  suspicion  will  not  warrant  the  conclusion  of  fraud  {p). 
The  proof  must  be  such  as  to  create  belief,  and  not  merely 
suspicion.  If  the  case  made  out  is  consistent  with  fair  dealing 
and  honesty,  a  charge  of  fraud  fails  (q). 

It  is  not,  however,  necessary,  in  order  to  establish  fraud,  that 
direct  affirmative  or  positive  proof  of  fraud  be  given  (r).  Cir- 
cumstantial evidence  is  not  only  sufficient,  but  in  many  cases 
it  is  the  only  proof  that  can  be  adduced.  In  matters  that  regard 
the  conduct  of  men  the  certainty  of  mathematical  demonstra- 
tion cannot  be  expected  or  required.  Like  much  of  human 
knowledge  on  all  subjects,  fraud  may  be  inferred  from  facts  that 
are  established.  Care  must  be  taken  not  to  draw  the  conclusion 
hastily  from  premises  that  will  not  warrant  it ;  but  a  rational 
belief  should  not  be  discarded  because  it  is  not  conclusively 
made  out.  If  the  facts  established  afford  a  sufficient  and 
reasonable  ground  for  drawing  the  inference  of  fraud,  the  con- 
clusion to  which  the  proof  tends  must,  in  the  absence  of  ex- 
planation, or  contradiction,  be  adopted  (s).  It  is  enough  if 
from  the  conduct  of  a  party  the  Court  is  satisfied  that  it  can 
draw  a  reasonable  inference  of  fraud  (t),  or  if  facts  be  established, 
from  which  it  would  be  impossible,  upon  a  fair  and  reasonable 


(o)  Bowen  v.  EvanSj  2  H.  L.  257  ; 
Pike  V.  Vigers,  2  Dr.  &  Wal.  267  ; 
M^Cormick  v.  Grogan,  4  E.  &  I.  App. 
Ca.97. 

{p)  Trenchard  v.  JVanley,  2  P. 
Wms.  166 ;  Bath  and  Montagu's 
Case,  3  Ch.  Ca.  114;  Townsend  v. 
Lowfield,  1  Vea.  36,  3  Atk.  536 ; 
McQueen  v.  Farquhary  11  Vea.  467  ; 
Walker  v.  SymondSy  3  Sw.  61 ;  Hamil- 
ton v.  Kirwan,  2  J.  &  L.  401  ; 
Parfit  V.  Lawless,  2  Pr.  &  Div.  471  ; 
M'Cormick  v.  Grogan,  4  E.  &  I.  App. 
Ca.  97. 

(q)  Hamilton  v.  Kinoan,  2  J.  &  L. 


401  ;  Pares  v.  Pares,  33  L.  J.  Cb. 
218. 

(r)  LleweUin  v.  Machcorth,  2  Atk. 
40  ;  ViUiers  v.  ViUiers,  ib.  71  ;  Man 
V.  Ward,  ib.  229  ;  East  India  Co.  v. 
Donald,  9  Vea.  282 ;  Stikeman  v. 
Dawson,  1  Deg.  &  Sm.  105  ;  PickUs 
v.  Pickles,  9  W.  R  397,  31  L,  J.  Ch. 
146. 

(«)  Bex  V.  Burdett,  4  B.  &  Aid. 
161,  162  ;  Stikeman  v.  Dawson,  1 
Deg.  &  Sm.  105  ;  Humphrey  v.  Olver^ 
28  L.  J.  Cb.  406 ;  ParjU  v.  Lawless, 
2  Pr.  &  Div.  472. 

(0  10  Ch.  630,  per  Mellisb,  L.  J, 
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conclusion,  to  conclude  but  that  there  must  have  been  fraud  (u).  Chap.  x. 
Fraud  may  be  proved  from  the  acts  and  conduct  of  a  party  as 
well  as  from  his  written  declaration  (x).  The  motives  with  which 
an  act  is  done  may  be,  and  often  are,  ascertained  and  determined 
by  circumstances  connected  with  the  transaction,  and  the  parties 
to  it.  Various  facts  and  circumstances  evince  sometimes  with 
unerring  certainty  the  hidden  purposes  of  the  mind  (y).  "  A 
deduction  of  fraud,"  says  Kent  (z), "  may  be  made,  not  only  from 
deceptive  assertions  and  false  representations,  but  from  facts, 
incidents,  and  cii*cumstances,  which  maybe  trivial  in  themselves, 
but  may,  in  a  given  case,  be  often  decisive  of  a  fraudulent 
design  "  (a). 

Evidence  of  similar  frauds  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  com- 
mitted on  other  parties  in  the  same  manner  are  admissible  in 
evidence,  if  they  tend  to  prove  the  motive  or  intention  which 
actuated  the  defendant  in  the  transaction  under  investigation. 
In  a  vast  number  of  cases  such  evidence  is  the  only  means  of 
establishing  fraud.  Many  fraudulent  transactions  are  apparently 
fair  until  the  fraud  is  shown  by  proving  virtually  what  has 
happened — the  real  facts  underlying  the  evident  ones — and  one 
great  element  of  fraud  is  the  intent  of  the  pai*ties.  Intent, 
motive,  design,  complicity,  together  with  other  acts,  may  show 
fraud.  If  evidence  of  this  kind  were  inadmissible,  fraud  would 
frequently  never  be  proved.  It  is  no  doubt  true  that  in  order 
to  prove  that  A.  has  committed  fraud  on  B.,  it  is  neither  suffi- 
cient nor  relevant  to  prove  that  A.  has  committed  fraud  on  C. 
D.,  and  E.  But  the  case  is  dififerent,  if  it  can  be  shown  that 
the  fraud  on  B.  is  one  of  a  class  of  other  trausactions,  having 
common  features,  the  features  being  the  false  pretence  and  the 
knowledge  of  that  false  pretence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  (6). 

In  an  action  against  a  vendor  for  misrepresentation  in  the 
sale  of  goods,  if  it  is  shown  that  a  material  representation  has 

(w)  PicJdes  V.  Pickles,  9  W.  R.  397,  10  Smitli  (Amer.),  141. 

31  L.  J.  Ch.  146  ;  Re  Marsden's  I'nist,  (z)  2  Comm.  p.  484. 

4  Drew.  599.  (a)  See  Clarkson  v.  Hanvxiyy  2  P. 

(jc)  WaUers  v.  Morgarij  3  D.  F.  &  Wm.  205  ;  Bennett  v.  Vade,  9  Mod. 

J.  718.  315  ;  Owen  v.  Hormn,  4  H.  L.  1033. 

(y)  Nichols  v.   Pinner,  4    Smith  (6)  Blake  v.  Albion  Life  As^Krance  ,^^  : 

(Amer.),  295  ;  Henneqnin  v.  Naylor,  Society,  4  C.  P.  D.  101,  10'). 

G  u  2 
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Chftp-  ^-  been  made  by  the  vendor  to  induce  the  purchaser  to  buy,  and 
that  such  representation  is  not  true  in  fact,  and  it  is  proved 
that  I't  was  not  true  to  the  vendor's  knowledge,  the  question 
cannot  be  asked  him  as  to  whether  he  did  or  did  not  entertain 
some  other  belief  as  to  its  truth,  as  the  Court  cannot  enter  into 
any  question  as  to  the  state  of  a  man's  mind  when  the  repre- 
sentation was  made  (c). 

Where  the  fraud  on  a  veudor  is  effected  by  means  of  assur- 
ances given  by  a  third  person  of  the  buyer's  solvency  and  ability 
to  pay,  the  proof  that  such  assurances  were  made  must  be  in 
writing  (d). 
Burden  of  proof       Though  the  proof  of  fraud  rests  on  the  party  who  alleges  it, 
may  be  ehifted.    circumstances  may  exist  to  shift  the  burden  of  proof  from  the 

party  impeaching  a  transaction  on  the  party  upholding  it.  If 
the  evidence  establishes  a  pi^i/md  facie  case  of  fraud,  or  shows 
that  an  instrument  is  false  in  any  material  part,  the  burden  of 
showing  that  the  transaction  was  fair  lies  upon  the  pai-ty  who 
seeks  to  uphold  it(6).  If,  for  example,  it  appear  that  the  donee 
of  a  power  of  appointment  had  at  any  time  before  the  exercise 
of  the  power,  the  intention  to  derive  a  personal  benefit  from  its 
exercise,  or  to  make  an  appointment  in  fraud  of  the  power,  the 
burden  rests  on  those  who  support  the  appointment  to  show  that 
the  intention  had  been  abandoned  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of 
the  appointment  (/).  So,  also,  where  conditions  of  sale  are  mis- 
leading, the  onus  is  on  the  vendor  to  show  not  only  that  the 
purchaser  had  the  means  of  information,  but  that  he  relied  on 
his  own  information  or  judgment  and  was  not  in  fact  misled  by 
the  misrepresentation  {g).  So,  also,  where  within  a  few  months 
after  making  a  voluntary  settlement  the  settlor  calls  a  meeting 
of  his  creditoi-8  and  lays  before  them  a  statement  showing  him- 
self to  be  insolvent,  the  burden  is  on  him  to  show  solvency  at  the 

(c)  Hine  V.  Campunif  7  Ch.  D.  344,  Eastern  Counties  Railway  Co,,  1  J.  & 

per  Jessel,  M.  R  H.  243  ;  VowU  v.  Saunders,  2  H.  & 

((Q  Haslock  v.  Ferguson,  7  A.  &  E.  M.  250  ;  Frees  v.  Coke,  6  Ch.  648. 

86.  (/)  Humphrey  v.  Olver,  28  L.  J. 

(e)  Watt  v.  Grove,  2  Sch.  &  Lef.  Ch.  406  ;  Topham  v.  Duke  of  Port- 

602  ;  Prince  of  Wales  Assurance  Co.  land,  6  Ch.  61  ;  Bainbriggey,  Browne, 

V.  Palmer,  25  Beav.  605  ;  Russell  v.  18  Ch.  D.  188. 

Jackson,  10    Ha.    213  ;    Cottam   v.  {g)  Torrance  v.  BoUon,  8  Ch.  118. 
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date  of  the  settlement  (h).  So,  also,  if  a  man  fraudulently 
mingles  monies  belonging  to  another  with  monies  of  his  own,  it 
lies  on  him  to  sever  the  portion  which  is  affected  by  the  fraud 
from  that  which  is  not  affected  by  the  fraud  (i).  Upon  the 
same  principle,  if  it  appear  that  a  fiduciary,  or  confidential 
relation  exist  between  the  parties  to  a  transaction  (k),  or  if  it  be 
established  by  evidence  that  one  of  the  parties  possessed  a  power 
of  influence  over  the  other  (Z),  or  was  in  a  position  to  exercise 
dominion  over  the  other  (m),  the  burden  of  proof  lies  upon  the 
party  filling  the  position  of  active  confidence,  or  possessing  the 
power  of  influence,  or  dominion,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  establish, 
beyond  all  reasonable  doubt,  the  perfect  fairness  and  honesty  of 
the  transaction.  He  is  bound  to  preserve  the  evidence  to  show 
that  all  was  rightly  done  (n).  Parol  evidence  is  admissible  in 
such  cases  to  prove  the  fairness  of  the  transaction,  but  it  is  to 
be  received  and  weighed  with  the  most  scrupulous  accuracy,  and 
to  be  dealt  with  as  having  its  weight  affected  by  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  parties  stood  {7m),  If  an  agent  for 
sale  purchases  the  estate,  or  an  interest  in  the  estate,  that  he  is 
employed  to  sell,  the  burden  of  proving  that  a  full  disclosure 
was  made  to  his  principal  of  the  exact  nature  of  his  interest 
lies  on  him,  and  is  not  discharged  merely  by  swearing  that  he 
did  so  if  his  evidence  is  contradicted  by  the  principal,  and  is  not 
corroborated  (o).  So,  also,  and  upon  the  same  principle,  those  who 
take  a  benefit  under  a  will,  and  have  been  instrumental  in  pre- 
paring and  obtaining  it  have  thrown  upon  them  the  burden  of 
showing  the  righteousness  of  the  transaction  (p).     So,  also,  a 


Chap,  X, 


(h)  Crossley  v.  Elworthy,  12  Eq. 
158 ;  Mackay  v.  Dotiglas,  14  Eq. 
106. 

{%)  Russell  V.  Jackson,  10  Ha.  213. 

{k)  Gibson  V.  Jeyes,  6  Ves.  278  ; 
Benson  v.  Heathom,  1  Y.  &  C.  C.  C: 
340  ;  AUfrey  v,  AUfrey,  1  Mac.  &  G. 
99  ;  Biliage  v.  Southee,  9  Ha.  640 ; 
Moore  v.  Prance,  ib.  303,  supra,  pp. 
126,  129. 

(i)  Cooke  V.  Lamotte,  15  Beav.  240  ; 
Kay  V.  ^itk,  7  H.  L.  750  ;  Topham 
V.  JJuke  of  Portlaml,  5  Ch.  61  ;  Bain- 


hrigge  v.   Browne,   18  Ch,    D.  188, 
supra,  pp.  168,  164. 

(m)  Lord  Aylesford  v.  Morris,  8 
Ch.  498  ;  O'Rorke  v.  BoUngbroke,  2 
App.  Ca.  834. 

(n)  King  v.  Anderson,  I.  R.  8  Eq. 
637. 

(7m)  Re  Holmes's  EstaU,  3  Giffr 
347;  Walker  v.  Smith,  29  Beav. 
394. 

(o)  Dunne  v.  English,  18  Eq.  624. 

(p)  Fulton  y.  Andrew,  7  E.  &  I. 
App.  Ca.  449,  supra,  pp.  294,  296. 
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Chap.  X.       man   who  takes   advantage   of  a  deed   of   gift   or   voluntaiy 
settlement,  and  sets  it  up  against  the  donor  or  author  of  the 
settlement  must,  as  a  general  rule,  be  able  to  show  that  the 
donor  or  author  thoroughly  understood  the  contents  of  the  deed, 
knew  what  he  was  doing,  or  at  all  events  was  protected  by 
independent  advice,  and  was  not  acting  under  the  pressure  of 
undue  influence.     If  there  are  any  unusual  provisions  in  the 
deed,  he  must  be  able  to  show  that  they  were  brought  to  the 
notice  of  and  were  understood  and  approved  of  by  the  donor  or 
author  of  the  settlement  (q).     If,  for  example,  the  gift  be  not 
subject  to   a  power  of  revocation,  the  party  taking  the  benefit 
ina}'^  have  thrown  upon  him  the  burden  of  proving  that  the 
donor   meant  the  gift  to   be   irrevocable  (r).     But  where  a 
voluntary  deed  is  impeached,  the  onus  of  suppoii;ing  it  does  not 
necessarily  rest  upon  those  who  set  it  up.     A  man  of  full  age 
and  sound  mind,  who  has  executed  a  voluntary  deed  by  which 
he  has  denuded  himself  of  his  property  is  bound  by  his  own  act, 
and  if  he  comes  to  have  the  deed  set  aside,  he  must  prove  some 
substantial  reason  why  it  should  be  set  aside  (a). 

The  Court  will  not  act  upon  the  ignorance  of  a  deed  by  a 
person  who  can  read  and  write,  but  requires  evidence  of  a  con- 
trivance in  the  opposite  party  to  have  the  instrument  drawn 
wrong  and  keep  the  matter  in  the  dark  (t).  The  presumption, 
however,  that  a  person  who  can  read  knows  the  contents  of 
an  instrument  which  he  executes  only  stands  until  proof  of  the 
contrary  is  proved  (u). 

Where  a  party  to  a  deed  undertakes  to  read  a  deed  to  the 
other  party  it  is  a  fraud  if  he  does  not  read  it  correctly.  It  is 
immaterial  that  the  other  party  to  the  deed  is  capable  of 
reading  (x). 

When  a  party  is  under  the  obligation  of  showing  that  an  un- 


(q)  Philipps  V.   MuUings,    7    Ch.  7  Ch.  76,  supra,  p.  11. 

246  ;  Turner  v.  Collim,  ib.  329.  (w)  Harris    v.   Delawar,    3    Ired. 

(r)  Wollaston  v.  Tribe,  9  Eq.  44.  (Amer.),  213. 

(s)  Henry  v.  Armslrotuj,  18  Ch.  D.  {x)  StampsY.  Bracy,  1  How.  (Miss.) 

668  Amer.     212.       See     TharoughgoocTs 

(0  Michael    v.   Michael,  4    Ircd.  Case,  2  Co.  Rep.  9  b.,  supra,  p.  10. 
(Aiuer,),  349.    See  Hunter  v.  JValttrs, 
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professional  person  understood  the  contents-  of  a  deed  or  instru-  <^ftp-  X. 
ment  which  he  executed,  the  mere  proof  of  its  having  been  read 
over  to  him  unaccompanied  with  proper  explanations,  is  not 
sufiScient  to  satisfy  the  Court  that  the  person  hearing  it  read 
understood  it  {y).  It  must  be  proved  by  those  who  claim  under 
it,  upon  satisfactory  evidence,  that  the  nature,  effect,  and  con- 
tents of  the  deed  were  explained  to  and  perfectly  understood  by 
him  {z).  It  is  not  sufficient  for  a  solicitor  who  is  employed  to 
prepare  a  marriage  settlement  for  a  lady  whose  property  is  the 
subject  of  it  to  say  in  general  terms  that  he  explained  it  to  her. 
He  ought  to  say  what  was  the  explanation  he  gave,  and  what 
was  the  meaning  and  effect  of  the  limitations  as  stated  by  him 
to  her  (a). 

The  intervention  of  an  independent  third  party,  or  adviser, 
is  an  important  ingredient  in  showing  the  fairness  of  a  trans- 
action  (6).  If  a  solicit'Or  be  employed,  there  is  always  strong 
priTTid  facie  evidence  that  the  party  for  whom  he  was  acting 
knew  the  nature  of  the  transaction  (c) :  in  all  cases,  indeed, 
where  an  independent  legal  adviser  or  solicitor  is  employed,  the 
evidence  that  everything  which  was  necessary  to  be  known  had 
been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  his  employer,  would  be  con- 
clusive (d).  The  intervention,  however,  of  another  solicitor  or 
adviser,  who,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  other  party  to  the 
transaction,  a  former  solicitor  of  his  employer,  neglects,  or  doea 
not  properly  discharge  his  duty,  is  not  sufficient  to  support  a 
transaction  between  them  (e).  Nor  is  the  intervention  of  a 
solicitor  sufficient  to  support  a  transaction,  if  that  one  of  the 

(y)  Hoghton  v.  Eoghton,  15  Beav.  (a)  Maunsell  v.  Maunsdl,  1  L.  B« 

311  ;  Moore  v.  Prance,  9  Ha.  304.  I.  649. 

See  Sharp  v.  Leachy  31  Beav.  503  ;  (h)  Cooke   v.   Lamotte,    15    Beav* 

Toker  v.  Toker,  3  D.  J.  &  S.  487  ;  240  ;  Bainbrigge  v.  Browne,  18  Ch. 

Fulton  y.  Andrew,  7  E.  &  I.  App.  D.  188. 

Ca.  449.  (c)  Denton  v.  Donner,   23  Beav. 

(a)  Moore  v.  Pr<mce,  9  Ha.  304  ;  291  ;  MiUer  v.  Cook,  10  Eq.  641. 

Anderson  v.  ElUworth,  3  Giff.  154  ;  (d)  De  Montmorency  v.  Devereux,, 

Dames  v.  Davtea,  4  Giff.  417  ;  Toker  7  CI.  &  Fin.  188. 

V.  Toker,  3  D.  J.  &  S.  487  ;  Hall  v  (e)  Gibbs  v.  Daniel,  4  Giff.  1. 
Hall,  8  Ch.  430, 
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parties  for  whom  the  solicitor  is  acting  is  under  the  influence 
of  (/),  or  for  the  interests  of  the  other  party  (g). 

A  party  is  not  estopped  from  avoiding  his  deed,  by  proving 
that  it  was  executed  for  a  fraudulent,  illegal,  or  immoral  pur- 
pose (h).  Notwithstanding  the  solemnity  and  force  which  the 
law  ascribes  to  deeds,  and  all  the  strictness  with  which  it  in 
general  prohibits  the  introduction  of  extrinsic  evidence,  to  prove 
that  an  instrument  goes  beyond,  or  does  not  fully  contain,  or  in- 
coiTectly  exhibits,  the  term's  of  the  contract,  which  it  was  written 
and  signed  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  and  recording;  the 
rule  is  settled,  and  not  merely  in  Courts  of  Equity,  that  a  deed, 
on  its  face  just  and  righteous,  may  be  vitiated  and  avoided,  by 
alleging  and  adducing  extrinsic  evidence  to  prove  that  it  was 
founded  on  a  consideration,  or  had  a  view  or  purpose  contrary 
to  law  or  public  policy  (i).  Although  a  party  may  thus,  in 
certain  cases,  be  enabled  to  take  advantage  of  his  own  wrong  (Jc), 
this  evil  is  of  a  trifling  nature  in  comparison  with  the  flagrant 
evasions  that  would,  in  many  cases,  result  from  the  adoption  of 
a  different  rule  (Z). 

If  a  person  be  induced  by  fraudulent  statements  to  enter  into 
a  written  contract,  it  is  competent  for  him  to  prove  fiuud  by 
evidence  aliunde,  although  the  written  contract,  or  the  deed  of 
conveyance,  is  silent  on  the  subject  to  which  the  fraudulent 
representation  refers  (m).  So,  also,  fraud,  whether  in  a  record,  or 
deed,  or  writing  under  seal,  may  be  proved  by  parol  evidence  {n)* 


(/)  ^foxon  v.  Payne,  8.Ch.  881. 

Q/)  Slator  v.  Nolan,  I.  R.  1 1  Eq.  407. 

(h)  Collins  v.  Bkmtem,  2  Wils. 
341,  1  Smith,  L.  C.  387  ;  Paxton  v. 
Popham,  9  East,  421 ;  Gas  Light  and 
Coke  Co.  V.  Turner,  5  Bing.  N.  C. 
666,  6  Bing.  N.  C.  324  ;  Stratford 
and  Moreton  Railway  Co.  v.  Stratum, 
2  B.  &  Ad.  518  ;  Hill  v.  Manchester 
Waterworks  Co.,  ib.  552,  653  ;  Doey. 
Ho\oells,  ib.  747  ;  Benyon  v.  Nettle/old, 
17  Sim.  5G,  3  Mac.  &  G.  94 ;  Norton 
V.  Westminster  Improvement  Com- 
missioners, 7  Exch.  781  >. 

./)  He  If  II  f  II  y.  SjiryCj  1  1).  M.  <S:  O. 


672,  per  Knight  Bruce,  L.  J. 

{k)  Doe  V.  Ford,  3  A,  &  E.  654  ; 
Doe  V.  Howells,  2  B.  &  Ad.  747. 

(l)  Benyon  v.  Netilefold,  3  Mac.  & 
Q.  102.  See  Mallalieu  v.  Hodgson^ 
16  Q.  B.  689 ;  Bowes  v.  Foster,  2  H. 
&  N.  779. 

(m)  DoheU  v.  Steve7is,  3  B.  &  C. 
623  ;  Wright  v.  Orookes,  1  Sc.  N.  IL 
685,  698  ;  Hotson  v.  Browne,  9  C.  B. 
N.  S.  442. 

(n)  FUmer  v.  Gott,  4  Bro.  P.  C. 
230  ;  Rohinsmi  v.  Lord  Vernon,  7  C^ 
B.  N.  S.  231  ;  Rogers  v.  HadUy,  2 
H.  &  C.  227. 
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answer. 


So,  also,  if  it  appear  from  the  written  evideDce,  that  the  agree-       Chap.  X. 
ment  really  made  between  the  parties  is  not  stated  by  the  deed, 
pai'ol  evidence  is  admissible  to  explain  it  (nn). 

The  testimony  of  a  single  witness,  though  uncorroborated,  Testimony  of 

/wk   •  1       j->t  single  wivness* 

may  be  sufficient  for  the  Court  to  conclude  that  there  has  been 
fraud  (o).  But  the  Court  Avill  never  give  any  person  anything  on 
his  own  uncorroborated  testimony  against  another  after  that 
other's  death  (p).  Nor  can  the  testimony  of  one  single  witness,  f^^l*!^^^ 
unless  supported  by  corroborating  circumstances,  be  allowed  to 
prevail  against  a  positive  denial  by  the  answer.  If  a  defendant 
positively,  plainly,  and  precisely  denies  the  assertion,  and  one 
witness  only  proves  it  as  positively,  clearly,  and  precisely  as  it  is 
denied,  and  there  is  no  corroborating  circumstance  attaching  to  the 
assertion  to  overbalance  the  credit  due  to  the  denial,  as  a  positive 
denial,  the  Court  will  not  act  upon  the  testimony  of  that  witness. 
Where,  accordingly,  a  man  positively  denies  notice,  and  one 
witness  is  adduced  to  prove  the  fact  of  notice,  the  Court  will 
place  as  much  reliance  on  the  conscience  of  the  defendant,  as  on 
the  testimony  of  a  single  witness,  without  some  circumstance 
attaching  a  superior  degree  of  credit  to  the  latter  (q). 

Where  the  Court  has  to  depend  solely  on  the  evidence  of  the 
party  himself  to  prove  that  there  was  false  representation  made 
to  him  as  to  the  contents  of  a  deed  at  the  time  he  executed  it, 
the  evidence  must  be  looked  at  with  very  considerable  care 
before  it  will  act  upon  it,  so  as  to  set  aside  a  deed  as  against  the 
person,  who  bond  fide  acted  on  the  faith  of  the  deed  being 
genuine  (r). 


(Tin)  Cripps  v.  Jee,  4  Bro.  C.  C. 
472. 

(o)  Smith  V.  Hiffe,  20  Eq.  666 ; 
Clark  V.  Oirdvmd,  7  Ch.  D.  18. 

(p)  Hughes  v.  Searwr,  18  W.  R. 
108  ;  Rogers  v.  Powellf  38  L.  J.  Ch. 
648  ;  Hay  garth  v.  Wearing,  12  Eq. 
327  ;  Wynne  Finch  v.  Wynne  Fincfi, 
48  L.  T.  N.  S.  129,  W.  N.  (1883)  57, 
comp.  Lawrence  v.  Rowley,  74  L.  T. 
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(q)  Evans  v.  Bicknell,  6  Ves.  183, 
per  Lord  Eldon  ;  Fember  v.  Mathers, 
I  Bro.  C.  C.  52  ;  Lord  Cranstovm  v. 
Johnson,  3  Ves.  170  ;  East  India  Co, 
V.  M'Donald,  9  Ves.  275 ;  Filling  v. 
Armitage,  12  Ves.  80.  See  Whit- 
worth  V.  Gaugain,  Cr.  &  Ph.  325. 

(r)  7  Ch.  88,  per  Mellish,  L.  J. 
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COSTS. 

The  general  rule  with  respect  to  costs,  being  that  costs  follow 
the  event,  and  that,  jyrimd  facie,  he  who  succeeds  ought  to  have 
them  (a)  ;  if  a  transaction  is  set  aside  (6),  or  an  action  for  the 
specific  perfoiTnance  of  a  contract  is  dismissed  (c),  on  the  ground 
of  misrepresentation,  concealment,  undue  influence,  or  any  other 
species  of  fraud,  the  successful  litigant  is,  as  a  general  rule, 
entitled  to  the  costs.  So,  also,  if  an  action  is  brought  for  the 
rescission  of  a  transaction,  or  for  the  recovery  of  money,  on  the 
ground  of  fraud,  and  the  charge  of  fraud  fails,  the  dismissal  is, 
in  geueral,  with  costs  (d).  So,  also,  when  the  specific  perform- 
ance of  a  contract  is  resisted  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  and  the 
charge  of  fraud  fails,  the  decree  is,  in  general,  with  costs  («).  So, 
also,  when  a  purchaser  obtains  specific  performance,  with  com- 
pensation, it  will  be,  in  general,  with  costs  (/). 

Costs  on  the  dismissal  of  an  appeal  follow  the  result  even  in 


(a)  Townsend  v.  Champemowney  3 
Y.  &  C.  527  ;  Farr  v.  Lovegrove,  4 
Jur.  N.  S.  600. 

(b)  Edwards  v.  M'CUay,  2  Sw. 
289  ;  Bellamy  v.  Sahine,  2  Ph.  425  ; 
Dent  V.  BenmU,  4  M.  &  C.  269  ; 
Gibson  v.  UEsie,  2  Y.  &  C.  C.  C. 
581  ;  Mulhallen  v.  Marum,  3  Dr.  & 
War.  317;  Waters  v.  Thorn,  22 
Beav.  561 ;  Slim  v.  Crovjcher,  1  D.  F. 
&  J.  520;  Bally  v.  JFonham,  33 
Beav.  162  ;  Baker  v.  Monk,  ib.  425  ; 
TJavi^Y,  Davies,  4  Giff.  417. 

(f)  Vancouver  v.  Bliss,  11  Ves. 
463  ;  Lord  Brooke  v.  Roundthxcaite,  5 
Ha.  306 ;  Myers  v.  Watson,  1  Sim. 
N.  S.  529  ;  Cox  v.  Coventon,  31  Beav. 
388. 


(d)  Langley  v.  Fisher,  9  Beav.  91  ; 
Loader  v.  Clark,  2  Mac.  &  G.  387  ; 
PuUford  V.  Richards,  17  Beav.  87  ; 
Jennings  v.  Broughton,  ib.  239 ; 
Dolman  v.  Nokes,  22  Beav.  402 ;  Nexo 
Brunswick,  dec,  Railway  Go.  v.  Gony- 
beare,  9  H.  L.  735  ;  Luffv,  Lord,  11 
Jur.  N.  S.  50  ;  Straker  v.  Ewing,  34 
Beav.  147  ;  Chapman  v.  Chapman,  9 
Eq.  296  ;  Cargill  v.  Bower,  10  Ch.  D, 
516. 

(«)  Abbott  V.  Sworder,  4  Deg.  &  G. 
460 ;  Haywood  v.  Cope,  25  Beav. 
140  ;  Clarke  v.  Mackintosh,  4  Giff. 
134. 

(/)  Leyland  v.  lUingworth,  2  D. 
F.  &  J.  248  ;  Gedye  v.  Duke  of  Mont- 
rose, 26  Beav.  45. 
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cases  where  the  Court  of  Appeal  arrives  at  the  same  result  as 
the  Court  below,  though  not  on  the  same  grounds  (g). 

Though  the  general  rule  is  that,  jy^imd  facie,  he  who  succeeds 
ought  to  have  the  costs,  costs  do  not  always  follow  the  event  (A). 
There  may  be  often  circumstances  of  an  equitable  nature,  to 
exempt  the  unsuccessful  party  from  the  payment  of  costs  (i). 
When,  for  instance,  a  bill  for  the  rescission  of  a  transaction  on 
th-e  ground  of  misrepresentation  was  dismissed,  the  dismissal 
was  without  costs,  the  Court  being  satisfied,  although  the 
charges  as  to  misrepresentation  had  failed,  that  the  property  had 
not  been  correctly  described  (j).  So,  also,  where  a  bill  for  the 
rescission  of  a  transaction,  on  the  ground  of  undue  influence,  or 
of  advantage  taken  of  a  fiduciary  position,  was  dismissed  on  the 
ground  of  acquiescence,  or  delay  in  instituting  the  suit,  or  even 
on  the  merits,  the  dismissal  was  without  costs,  the  Court  being 
satisfied  that  the  plaintiff  had  a  reasonable  cause  of  suit,  or  that 
the  conduct  of  the  defendant  had  i-endered  an  investigation  not 
unreasonable  (A;).  So,  also,  if  there  has  been  negligence  or 
misplaced  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  he  will  not 
have  his  costs,  although  he  succeed  in  the  suit  (l).  So,  also, 
although  the  Court  declared  that  securities  should  stand  as  a 
security  only  for  the  money  actually  advanced,  the  defendant 
was  allowed  to  have  his  costs  added  to  the  amount  due  on  the 
securities  {rti).  So,  also,  although  a  bill  is  dismissed,  it  will  be 
without  costs  if  there   has  been   negligence   (n).      So,   also. 
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(g)  Peek  v.  Chimey,  6  E.  &  I.  App. 
Ca.  413. 

(h)  Staines  v.  MorrUj  1  V.  &  B. 
16. 

(i)  Vancouver  v,  Blistf  11  Ves. 
463  ;  Tovmsend,  v.  Ghampemowne,  3 
Y.  &  C.  527  ;  Orove  v.  Bastard,  1  D. 
M.  &  G.  78. 

( j)  Bartlett  v.  Salmon,  6  D.  M.  & 
G.  40  ;  Hallows  v.  Femie,  3  Eq. 
620. 

(k)  Montesquieu  v.  Sandys,  18  Ves. 
301  ;  CJiampion  v.  Righy,  9  L.  J.  Ch. 
N.  S.  211  ;  Fyler  v.  Fyler,  3  Beav. 
550  ;  Ediixirds  v.  Meyrick,  2  Ha.  75  ; 


De  Montmorency  v.  Devereux,  7  CI.  & 
Fin.  188  ;  Salmon  v.  CiUts,  4  Deg.  & 
Sm.  125  ;  Baker  v.  Read,  18  Beav. 
398  ;  Hartopp  v.  Hartopp,  21  Beav. 
274;  Wright  v.  Vanderplank,  2  K. 
&  J.  18  ;  Clegg  v.  Edmondson,  8  D. 
M.  &  G.  806  ;  Clanricarde  v.  Hm- 
ning,  30  Beav.  175  ;  Toker  v.  Toker, 
3  D.  J.  &  S.  487. 

(0  Alien  v.  Knight,  5  Ha.  280  ; 
Johnston  V.  Renton,  9  Eq.  181. 

(m)  Miller  v.  Cook,  10  Eq.  641. 
Comp.  Nevill  v.  SMlling,  15  Ch.  D. 
705. 

(n)  Evans  v.  Bickntll,  6  Ves.  173. 
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although  a  transaction  is  set  aside^  the  rescission  may  be  without 
costs^  if  the  defendant  is  free  from  moral  blame  (o)  ;  or  if  the 
plaintiff  is  not  free  from  moral  blame  [p).  So,  also,  costs  were 
allowed  to  the  trustees  of  a  voluntary  settlement,  though  it  was 
set  aside,  as  they  seemed  to  have  acted  bond  fide,  and  really 
with  the  desire  to  benefit  the  plaintiff  (g).  So,  also,  where  the 
plaintiff  is  particepa  criminis,  and  seeks  to  set  aside  a  security 
on  the  ground  of  public  policy,  the  decree  will  be  without 
costs  (r).  So,  also,  although  specific  performance  be  decreed, 
the  decree  will  be  without  costs,  if  the  party  resisting  perform- 
ance had  a  fair  and  reasonable  ground  for  doing  so  (a).  In 
Higgina  v.  Samela  (t),  where  a  bill  for  specific  performance  of  a 
contract  was  dismissed,  on  the  ground  of  misrepresentation,  the 
dismissal  was,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  without 
costs.  The  Court  always  exercises  its  discretion  in  dismissing 
a  bill  for  specific  performance,  and  with  costs,  on  the  ground  of 
circumstances  which  would  not  be  sufficient  to  cancel  the  agree- 
ment on  the  ground  of  fraud  (u).  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
defendant  has  been  to  blame  in  the  matter,  or  has  by  conduct 
contributed  to  the  litigation,  the  dismissal  of  a  bill  for  specific 
performance  will  be  without  costs  (x). 

As  a  general  rule,  where  costs  have  been  occasioned  by  the 
conduct  of  either  party,  the  party  who  occasioned  the  costs  must 
bear  them ;  and  where  by  the  misconduct  of  both  parties, 
neither  has  his  costs  :  and  where  a  suit  has  been  rendei'ed 
necessary  by  the  misconduct  of  either  party,  still  a  part  of  the 


(o)  fVard  v.  Hartpole,  3  Bligh, 
490 ;  fVood  v.  Ahreyy  3  Madd.  423  ; 
Groves  v.  PerJdnSy  6  Sim.  576  ;  Baker 
V.  Carter,  1  Y.  &  C.  250 ;  Stanton  v. 
Tattersall,  1  Sm.  &  G.  536 ;  Phos- 
phate Sewage  Co.  v.  Hartmont,  5  Ch. 
D.  394.  In  particular  cases  the 
plaintiff  may  have  to  pay  the  costs, 
although  the  transaction  is  set  aside, 
if  the  defendant  be  free  from  moral 
blame.   Davies  v.  Otty,  35  Beav.  208. 

(p)  Lord  Aylesford  v.  Morris,  8 
Ch.  498  ;  Lyon  v.  Home,  6  Eq.  655. 

((/)  Everitt  v.  Everitt,  10  Eq.  410. 


(r)  Dehenham  v.  Ox,  1  Ves.  276  ; 
Morgan  v.  Bnien,  LI.  &  G.  temp. 
Sug.  180 ;  but  see  Jackman  v. 
Mitchell,  13  Ves.  581.  Comp.  Daviee 
V.  Otty,  35  Beav.  208  ;  Ayerst  v. 
Jenkins,  16  Eq.  282. 

(«)  Burrowes  v.  Lock,  10  Ves.  470  ; 
Vancouver  v.  Bliss,  11  Ves.  463  ; 
Fenian  v.  Brovme,  14  Ves.  150.  See 
M'Queen  v.  Farquhar,  11  Ves.  482. 

(0  2  J.  &  H.  460. 

(m)  Davis  V.  Symonds,  1  Cox,  402. 

(z)  Walters  v.  Morgan,  3  D.  F.  & 
J.  718. 
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costs  may  have  been  rendered  necessary  by  the  other  party  {y). 
If,  accordingly,  a  man  succeeds  in  obtaining  the  relief  prayed 
for,  and  has  the  costs  of  the  suit  generally,  but  fails  to  establish 
allegations  of  fraud  in  the  bill,  he  must  pay  the  costs  occasioned 
by  such  allegations  being  introduced  («),  or,  for  the  sake  of 
simplicity,  no  costs  will  be  given  to  either  side  when,  but  for  the 
allegations  of  fraud,  the  plaintiff  would  have  been  entitled  to 
the  costs  (a).  In  Parker  v.  M'Kenna  (6),  the  plaintiff  set  up  a 
case  which  entitled  him  to  relief  and  also  a  separate  case  of 
fraud  :  so  much  of  his  bill  as  was  founded  on  the  case  of  fraud 
was  dismissed  with  costs,  and  he  got  no  costs  of  the  rest  of  the 
suit  (c).  In  Rhodes  v.  BaU  (rf),  the  defendant  waa  not  ordered 
to  pay  costs,  though  the  transaction  was  set  aside,  inasmuch  as 
the  case  of  the  plaintiff  failed  to  a  considerable  extent,  and 
inasmuch  as  in  so  far  as  it  succeeded,  it  was  by  force  of  the  law 
of  the  Court,  and  not  by  any  merits  of  his  own,  the  evidence 
adduced  by  him  being  also  irrelevant  and  overcharged.  In 
Staniland  v.  WUlot  (e),  where  charges  of  fraud  in  the  bill  were 
neither  supported  nor  repelled  by  evidence  on  either  side,  the 
costs  were  not  thereby  affected,  as  it  did  not  appear  that  any 
costs  were  specially  occasioned  by  such  charges.  In  Fyler  v. 
Fyler  (/),  however,  a  bill  containing  unproven  charges  of  fraud 
was  dismissed  without  costs,  because  the  defendants,  by  mixing 
up  their  personal  interests  in  the  transactions  in  question,  had 
rendered  an  investigation  not  unreasonable.  In  like  manner, 
charges  of  fraud  made  by  defendants  will,  if  unsubstantiated,  be 
visited  with  costs,  even  though  the  defendant  gets  the  costs  of 
the  suit  generally  (gr).     So,  also,  the  introduction  of  charges  of 
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(y)  Pair  v  Lovegrove,  4  Jiir.  N.  S. 
601,  per  Kindereley,  V.  C. 

(z)  Blest  V.  Browuy  4  D.  F.  &  J. 
367  ;  Jones  v.  BickeUSy  10  W.  R. 
676 ;  Tahor  v.  Cunninghamy  24  W. 
R.  156  ;  Clinch  v.  Financial  Corpo- 
ration, 6  Eq.  450  ;  Thomson  v.  East- 
wood, 2  App.  Ca.  236.  See  Harvey 
V.  Mourvty  8  Beav.  439  ;  ShackUton 
V.  Sutcliffe,  1  Deg.  &  Sm.  623  ;  Brtmi- 
ley  v.  Smithy  26  Beav.  670  ;  St,  Albyn 


V.  Hardingy  27  Beav.  11  ;  Baker  v. 
Bradleyy  7  D.  M.  &  G.  620. 

(a)  CvUvngworih  v.  Lloyd,  2  Beav. 
385 ;  Bawlins  v.  Wickhamiy  1  Giff. 
366  ;  Tyler  v.  YateSy  6  Ch.  665. 

(h)  10  Ch.  96. 

(c)  See  Cray  v.  Lewis,  8  Ch.  1035. 

(d)  1  Ch.  262. 

(«)  3  Mac.  &  G.  664. 

(/)  3  Beav.  550. 

(g)  Wright  v.   Howard,  1   Sim.  & 
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^^     fiiikJ  which  are  irreleTant  and  camiot  be  tried  is  improper. 
^^^. ^\L  ,         The  plaintiff  must  in  such  a  case  pay  all  defendant  s  costs  in- 

II       A        h"^  ''"*^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ™^  (^9ig^  as  between  solicitor  and 

'ent  (K   So,  abo»  the  bill  will  be  dismissed  without  costs,  if 

.,,  ,,    ' .    .      >  coodoct  of  the  defendant  has  not  met  with  the  approyal  of 
with  the  desire  t 
^^-^ -"   •         ,.< Court  (i). 

Where  a  man  suooveu^  -  ».^-'1«  in  the  main  point  in  having  a  deed 
set  aside  but  fails  in  a  particular  issue^^j  h^  must  have  the  costs 
generally  except  so  far  as  they  have  been  increased  by  the  issue 
in  which  he  has  failed,  and  the  costs  of  the  issue  in  which  he 
has  failed  will  be  given  to  the  party  who  has  succeeded  in  that 
issue,  and  ohe  set  of  costs  will  be  set  off  against  the  other. 
When  the  case  is  appealed  against  by  the  defendant  and  the 
plaintiff  succeeds  substantially,  he  is  entitled  to  have  the  whole 
costs  of  the  appeal,  and  the  cross  appeal  (k). 

Where  plaintiff  succeeds  in  a  suit  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  he 
will  be  entitled  to  all  the  cost^  occasioned  by  it,  and,  therefore, 
in  Stariley  v.  Bond  (l),  a  bill  for  the  delivery  of  securities 
fraudulently  obtained  being  taken  pro  confeaso,  the  plaintiff* 
was  held  entitled  to  the  costs  of  an  action  at  law  commenced 
on  the  securities,  though  not  specifically  prayed  for  by  the  bill. 

If  a  statement  of  claim  containing  allegations  of  fraud  be 
demurrable,  and  the  defendant  do  not  demur,  his  not  having 
demurred  will  be  a  reason  for  refusing  him  his  extra  costs  at  the 
hearing  (m). 

Where  a  statement  of  claim  alleged  particular  facts  which 
amounted  practically  to  a  charge  of  fraud  against  a  particular 
defendant,  but  by  the  accidental  omission  of  several  facts  the 
pleading  was  technically  incomplete,  a  demurrer  by  defendant 
was  allowed  without  costs,  but  with  leave  to  amend,  and  the 
costs  were  reserved  (n).     In  a  case  where  the  plaintiff  charged 

St  206  ;  Warrin  v.  Thomaty  2  W.  (k)  Cracknall  v.  Janaon^  11  Ch.  D. 

R.  442 ;  Pledge  v.  Buss,  John.  666  ;  23. 

Theyer  y.  Tombs,  12  W.  R.  512.  (Q  6  Beav.  423. 

(h)  Forester  v.  Read,  6  Ch.  40.  (m)  Nesbitt  v.  Berridge,  1  N.  R. 

(^)  Leather  GlAh  Co.  v.  American  345,  4  D.  J.  &  S.  50. 

Leather  Cloth  Co,,  33  L.  J.  Ch.  199  ;  {n)  Hodges  v.   Hodges,  2  Ch.  D, 

,Pe€k  V.  Gum&y,  13  Eq.  79.  112. 
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fraud  against  the  demurring  defendant,  the  demurrers  being 
allowed  and  leave  to  amend  given,  the  question  whether  their 
costs  of  the  demurrers  should  be  paid  by  the  plaintiflf  was  reserved 
till  the  trial  of  the  action  (o). 

If  acts  are  charged  against  a  party  which  are  in  themselves 
fraudulent,  the  Court,  upon  the  question  of  costs,  always  con- 
siders the  bill  as  imputing  fraud,  although  the  word  fraud  be 
not  used  in  the  bill  (p). 

Although  a  suit  cannot  be  maintained,  the  Court  may  dismiss 
it  before  the  hearing,  even  without  costs,  if  the  defendant  has 
been  guilty  of  gross  fraud  (q). 

Where  the  liability  of  the  director  of  a  compamy  to  refund 
commissions  illegally  obtained  by  him  had  been  aflSrmed  with 
costs,  but  the  decision  was  reversed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
with  costs,  and  on  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords,  the  order  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor  was  reversed  but  the  original  decree  was 
varied  in  some  of  its  details,  no  costs  were  given,  but  the  case 
with  a  declaration  was  remitted  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  to  do 
what  should  be  just  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  this 
House  (r). 

A  solicitor,  or  legal  adviser,  who  has  abetted  or  mixed  himself 
up  in  that  character,  iu  a  fraudulent  transaction,  or  has  prepared 
improper  instruments  which  afterwards  lead  to  litigation,  may  be 
made  a  party  to  the  suit,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  having  the  costs 
paid  by  him  (»).  He  cannot  excuse  himself  from  the  payment  of 
costs,  on  the  ground  that  he  acted  as  his  client's  adviser  (t).  In 
a  case  where  a  solicitor  was  free  from  all  moral  blame,  and  took 
no  benefit  from  the  transaction,  the  costs  of  a  suit  to  set  aside 
the  transaction  were  nevertheless  thrown  on  him,  because  he 
had  not  explained  to  his  client  the  nature  of  the  instrument  (u). 

(o)  Duckett  V.  Govery  6  Ch.  D.  82.  443  ;  Phosphate  Sewage  Co.  v.  Hart- 

(p)  Marshall  v.  SladdeUj  7  Ha.  morU,6  Ch.  D.  394  ;  BaJcer  v.  Loader, 

444.  16  Eq.  49.     See  Brent  v.  Brent,  10 

(q)  Elsey  v.  Adams,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  L.  J.  Ch.  84. 

147.  (0  Bennett  v.    Vade,  2  Atk,  324  ; 

(r)  Imperial  Mercantile  Credit  As-  Harvey  v.  Mount,  8  Beav.  439. 

soeiation  v.  Coleman,  6  E.  &  I.  App.  (w)  Moore  v.  Prance,  9  Ha.  303. 

Ca.  189.  See  BeadUs  v.  Burch,  10  Sim.  332  ; 

(«)  Marshall    v.    Sladden,    7   Ha.  Berry  v.  ArmMead,  2  Keen,  227 ; 


or 


i 


4G4  COSTS. 

Chap.  XI.  Although  costs  may  not  be  given  against  a  solicitor  who  has 
mixed  himself  up  in  a  fraudulent  transaction,  costs  will  not  be 
given  to  him  (x).  In  Harvey  v.  Mount  (y),  a  solicitor  who 
acted  as  such  in  a  transaction  which  was  impeachable  on  the 
ground  of  fraud,  but  was  himself  free  from  moral  culpability, 
was  ordered  to  pay  his  own  costs,  as  he  had  not  acted  with 
proper  prudence  in  the  matter.  So,  also,  in  Fyler  v.  Fyler  (z), 
where  a  solicitor,  by  mixing  up  his  personal  interest  in  his 
client's  transactions,  rendered  an  investigation  not  unreasonable, 
the  bill  was  dismissed  against  him  without  costs,  though  it 
contained  unproven  charges  of  fraud. 

Where  a  solicitor  has  not  been  guilty  of  participation  in  a 
fraud,  but  at  most  only  of  a  blunder,  for  which  the  remedy  is  an 
action  for  professional  negligence,  there  is  no  jurisdiction  to 
order  him  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  suit  (a). 

No  other  person  can  be  made  a  defendant  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  costs  paid  by  him,  but  a  solicitor  or  other  agent,  or 
an  arbitrator  (6). 

The  costs  of  a  suit  to  set  aside  a  deed  for  fraud,  will  not  be 
given  against  a  solicitor,  or  party  to  the  fraud,  if  they  are  not 
specifically  prayed  in  the  statement  of  claim  (c).  If  they  are 
not  specifically  prayed,  a  demurrer  will  lie  {d). 

If  a  man  be  accessory  to  a  fraud  on  creditors,  as  being  the 
trustee  of  a  voluntary  settlement,  he  will  not  be  allowed  his 
costs  on  setting  aside  the  deed,  although  he  may  have  derived 
no  benefit  from  it  (e). 

In  a  case  where  the  name  of  a  man  had,  by  the  false  repre- 
sentations of  a  third  party,  been  inserted  on  the  register  of  the 
shareholders  of  a  company,  it  was  held  that  the  company, 
though  innocent,  must  bear  the  costs  of  the  application  (/). 

Gilbert  v.  Lewis,  1  D.  J.  &  S.  62  ;  (c)  Beadles  v.  Burcky  10  Sim.  338  ; 

Bagncdl  v.  Carlton,  6  Ch.  D.  371.  Roddy  v.  WiUiams,  3  J.  &  L.  16. 

(x)  B,oddy  v.  WUliams,  3  J.  &  L.  {d)  Beadles  v.  Burch,  10  Sim.  338. 

23.  («)  Tovonsmd  v.  Westacott,  4  Beav. 

(y)  8  Beav.  439.  58  ;  Turquand  v.  Knight,    14  Sim. 

(z)  3  Beav.  660.  644. 

(a)  Clark  v.  Girdwood,  7  Ch.  D.  9.  (/)  Re  Patent  FiU  Co,,  15  W.  R. 

{h)  JVdse  V.  Wardle,  19  Eq.  172.  764, 
See  Barnes  v.  Addy,  9  Ch.  244. 
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The  Consolidated  Orders  38,  r.  2,  reg.  2,  do  not  contemplate      Chap.  XL 
the  cause  of  fraud,  so  that,  although  the  value  of  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  suit  at  the  time  of  filing  the  bill  may  be  con- 
siderably less  than  lOOOZ.,  the  costs  will  be  allowed  on  the 
higher  scale  (g), 

(g)  Earl  ofStamfard  v.  Dawson,  15  W.  R  896. 
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PAET  n -MISTAKE. 


CHAPTER    L 

Chap.  I.  Mistake  may  be  said  to  be  some  uniDtentional  act,  omission. 


or  error  arising  from  unconsciousness,  ignorance,  forgetfulness, 
imposition,  or  misplaced  confidence  (a).  There  is  mistake  if 
a  man  through  ignorance  be  induced  to  do  a  thing  ^hich  he 
T^ould  not  have  done,  had  he  not  been  in  error  (6). 

Mistake  may  be  either  in  matter  of  law  or  in  matter  of 
fact  (o). 
Hisuke  of  law.  A  mistake  of  law  happens  when  a  party  having  full  know- 
ledge of  the  facts  comes  to  an  erroneous  conclusion  as  to  their 
legal  effect.  It  is  a  mistaken  opinion  or  inference  arising  from 
an  imperfect  or  incorrect  exercise  of  the  judgment  upon  facts  as 
they  really  are  (d).  Mistake  as  to  foreign  law  is  a  mistake  of 
fact  (e). 

The  rule  that  mistake  in  matter  of  law  cannot  be  admitted 
as  a  valid  excuse  either  for  doing  an  act  prohibited  by  the  law, 
or  for  the  omission  of  a  duty  which  it  imposes,  is  common  to 
all  systems  of  law.  Jtegula  est  juris  ignora/rvtiam  cuique 
Tiocere,  is  the  language  of  the  Pandects  (/).  IgnoraTUia  juris 
non  excvsat,  is  the  maxim  of  the  common  law.  "  It  is  to  be 
presumed,"  says  Manwood,  as  reported  by  Plowden  {g),  "  that 
no  subject  of  this  realm  is  miscognisant  of  the  law  whereby  he 

(a)  Story,  Eq.  Jur.  110.  Rep.  743. 

(6)  Jeremy,  Eq.  Jur.  Bk.  2,  pt.  2,  {e)  Imperial^  dx,y  Assieuratrice  of 

p,  368.  TrtesU  v.  Fund^r,  21  W.  R.  116. 

(c)  Dig.  Lib.  22,  tit.  6.  (/)  Dig.  Lib.  22,  tit.  6,  leg.  9. 

(d)  Hurd  V.  HaU,  12  Wis.  (Amer.),  (tf)  i  Plowd.  342. 
1 13 ;  Burkhauser  v.  Schmitt,  30  Amer. 
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is  governed.  Ignorance  of  the  law  excuseth  none  "  Qi).  There  ^W- 1, 
is,  however,  no  presumption  of  law  in  this  country,  that  every 
one  knows  the  law.  The  rule  is  that  ignorance  of  law  shall  not 
excuse  a  man  or  relieve  him  from  the  consequences  of  a  crime 
or  from  liability  on  a  contract  {i).  The  rule  is  not  only  expe- 
dient,  but  is  absolutely  necessary.  If  ignorance  of  law  were 
admitted  as  a  ground  of  exemption,  the  Court  would  be  involved 
in  questions  which  it  were  scarcely  possible  to  solve,  and  which 
would  render  the  administration  of  justice  next  to  impractic- 
able, for  in  almost  every  case  ignorance  of  law  would  be  alleged, 
and  the  Court  would  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  point, 
be  often  compelled  to  enter  upon  questions  of  fact,  insoluble  and 
interminable  Qc). 

The  rule  is  the  same  in  equity.  Mistake  in  matter  of  law 
cannot  in  general  be  admitted  as  a  ground  of  relief  in  equity  (i). 

The  maxim,  juris  ignorarUia  non  eaxyuaat,  is  not,  however, 
universally  applicable  in  equity  (m).  "  If,"  said  Lord  Westbury 
in  Cooper  v.  Phibb8(n),  "the  word  jvs  is  used  in  the  sense  of 
denoting  general  law,  the  ordinary  law  of  the  country,  no  excep- 
tion can  be  admitted  to  the  general  application  of  the  maxim  ; 
but  it  is  otherwise  when  the  word  jus  is  used  in  the  sense  of 
denoting  a  private  right.  Private  right  of  ownership  is  a 
matter  of  fact ;  it  may  also  be  the  result  of  a  matter  of  law,  but 
if  parties  contract  under  a  mutual  mistake  and  misapprehen- 
sion as  to  their  relative  and  respective  rights,  the  result  is  that 
the  agreement  is  liable  to  be  set  aside  as  having  proceeded  on  a 
common  mistake."    ''  Ignorance  of  a  matter  of  law,*'  said  Lord 


(h)  See  Matuet's  due,  2  Co.  Rep.  243  ;  MarshaU  v.  ColUU,  1  Y.  &  C. 

3  o,  6.  ;  Cook  V.  JFotton,  4  Leon.  190 ;  232 ;  Denys  v.  Shuckburgh,  4  Y.  &  O. 

Stevem  v.  Lynchy  12  East,  38  ;  Teede  42  ;  MeUera  v.  Duke  of  Devonshire^  16 

V.  Johnson,  11  Exch.  840  ;  Pooley  v.  Beav.  257  ;  Teed  v.  JohTison,  25  L.  J. 

Brown,  11  C.  B.  N.  8.  666.  Exch.  110  ;  Midland  Great  Western 

(t)  Martindale  v.  Falkner,  2  0.  B.  Co.  of  Ireland  v.  Johnson,  6  H.  L. 

719,  per  Maule,  J. ;  Reg.  v.  Mayor  of  798. 

Tewkesbury,  L.  R.  3  Q.  B.  635,  per  (m)  Naylor  v.  Winch,  1  Sim.  &  St. 

Lord  Blackburn.  555  ;  Watson  v.  Marston,  4  D.  M.  & 

(k)  AuBtin,  Jur.  vol  2,  p.  172.  Q.  230,  236 ;  Stone  v.  Godfrey,  5  D. 

(0  Maiden  v.  MmiU,  2  Atk.  8  ;  M.  &  Q.  76,  90. 

Mildmay   v.    Hungerf&rd,    2   Vern.  (n)  2  E.  A  I.  App.  Ca.  170. 
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Chap-  L  Chelmsford  in  Lord  BeaucJiamp  v.  Winn  (o),  *'  arising  upon  the 
doubtful  condition  of  a  grant  is  very  different  from  ignorance  af 
a  rule  of  law.  Therefore,  although  where  a  certain  construction 
has  been  put  by  a  Court  of  law  on  a  deed,  it  must  be  taken  that 
the  legal  construction  was  clear,  yet  the  ignorance  before  the 
decision  of  what  was  the  true  construction  cannot  be  pressed 
to  the  extent  of  depriving  a  person  of  relief,  on  the  ground  that 
he  was  bound  himself  to  have  known  beforehand  how  the  grant 
must  be  construed."  When,  therefore,  a  man  through  misap- 
prehension or  mistake  of  the  law,  parts  with  or  gives  up  a 
private  right  of  property,  or  assumes  obligations  upon  grounds 
upon  which  he  would  not  have  acted  but  for  such  misapprehen- 
sion, a  Court  of  equity  may  grant  relief,  if  under  the  general 
circumstances  of  the  case,  it  is  satisfied  that  the  party  benefited 
by  the  mistake  cannot  in  conscience  retain  the  benefit  or  ad-* 
vantage  so  acquired  (p). 


(o)  6  E.  &  I.  App.  Ca.  234. 

(p)  See  Cann  v.  Cann,  1  P.  Wms 
727  ;  Pusey  v.  Deshouverie,  3  P.  Wms 
320  ;  Cockmg  v.  Pratty  1  Ve&  400 
Farewell  v.  Coker,  cit.  2  Mer.  353 
Naylor  v.  Winch,  1  Sim.  &  St.  555 
Macarthy  v.  Decaix,  2  R.  &  M.  614 
Cliftcm  V.  Cockhum,  3  M.  &  K.  99 
Sturge  v.  SturgCf  12  Beav.  229  ;  Davis 
V.  Morievy  2  ColL  308  ;  Reynell  v. 
SpryCy  8  Ha.  222,  255  ;  Cox  v,  Bruton, 
5  W.  R  544  ;  St(me  v.  Godfrey,  18 
Jut.  162  ;  Cooper  v.  Phibhs,  17  Ir. 
Ch.  82  ;  D'Aguesseau,  voL  9,  p.  629  ; 
Toullier,  Cod.  Civ.  Liv.  3,  tit.  3,  c. 
2,  8.  62  ;  Larombi^re,  Theorie  des 
Oblig.  vol.  1,  p.  43,  57.  The  mis- 
apprehension of  rights  under  a  deed, 
not  arising  from  the  misconstruction 
of  the  deed,  is,  it  has  been  said,  a 
mistake  in  fact,  and  is  conse- 
quently relievable  in  equity.  Deny 8 
V.  Shuckburgh,  4  IT.  &  C.  42. 

A  distinction  was  taken  by  Pa- 
pinian  in  regard  to  ignorance  of  law ; 
according  to  him,  if  a  man  had  been 
induced  by  his  ignorance  of  law  to 


part  with  what  was  his  own,  he 
might  recover  it  or  be  placed  in  statu 
quo,  but  the  pretence  of  ignorance  of 
law  could  not  be  used  to  enable  a 
man  to  acquire  what  had  not  been 
his  own  or  to  better  his  condition. 
Story,  Eq.  Jur.  623.  According  to 
the  Roman  law  there  were  certain 
classes  of  persons  "  quibus  permissujn 
est  jus  ignorare.**  Dig.  Lib.  22,  tit. 
6,  leg.  9.  They  were  exempt  from 
liability  (at  least  for  certain  pur- 
poses), not  by  reason  of  their  general 
imbecility,  but  because  it  was  pre- 
sxmied  that  their  capacity  is  not  ade- 
quate to  a  knowledge  of  the  law. 
Such  were  women,  soldiers,  and 
persons  who  had  not  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-five.  Ignorance  of  law, 
considered  per  se,  was  in  these  cases 
considered  a  ground  of  exemption. 
In  such  cases  it  was  presumed  from 
the  sex,  or  from  the  age,  or  from  the 
profession  of  the  party,  that  the  party 
was  ignorant  of  the  law,  and  that  the 
ignorance  was  inevitable.  Austin, 
Jur.   vol.  2,*  p.  174.     The  personB 
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Mistake  in  law,  to  be  a  ground  for  relief  in  equity,  must  be  of  _  ^^*^  ^' 
a  material  nature,  and  a  determining  ground  of  the  transac- 
tion (q).  If  a  man  has  been  made  aware  of  the  question  of  law 
on  which  his  title  depends,  and  deliberately  determines  to  give 
up  the  matter,  he  cannot  afterwai'ds  have  relief  on  the  ground 
of  a  mistake  in  matter  of  law  (r). 

Mistake  of  law  may  be  a  misapprehension  of  the  law,  or  of 
their  private  rights  to  property  by  both  parties  to  a  transac- 
tion, both  of  them  making  substantially  the  same  mistake  ;  or 
it  may  be*  a  misapprehension  of  the  law  or  of  his  private  right 
by  one  of  the  parties  alone. 

If  an  agreement  be  entered  into  between  two  parties  in  Mutual  mistake 
mutual  mistake  as  to  their  relative  and  respective  rights,  either  their  rights, 
of  them  is  entitled  to  have  it  set  aside  (»).  Where,  for  instance, 
a  party  entered  into  an  agreement  with  another  to  take  a  lease 
of  what  in  fact  was  his  own  property,  both  parties  being  under 
a  common  mistake  as  to  their  respective  rights,  the  transaction 
was  set  aside  {t).  So,  also,  w^here  a  man  had  sold  another  an 
estate  which'  in  truth  belonged  to  him,  and  the  conveyance  was 
completed,  the  Court  rescinded  the  transaction,  and  ordered  the 
purchase-monies  to  be  refunded  (u).  So  also  where  the  second 
of  three  brothers  having  died,  the  eldest,  who  had  entered  upon 
his  deceased  brother's  share,  agreed  to  divide  it  with  his 
youngest  brother,  upon  the  representation  of  a  third  party 
whom  the  two  brothers  had  consulted,  that,  as  land  could  not 
ascend,  the  youngest  brother  was  heir  to  the  second,  and  exe- 


"  quibus  permissum  est  jus  ignorare,*' 
could  not,  however,  allege  with 
effect  their  ignorance  of  the  law  in 
case  they  violated  those  parts  of  it 
which  were  founded  on  the  jiis 
gentium.  For  the  persons  in  ques- 
tion are  not  generally  imbecile,  and 
tlie  jus  gentium  was  knowable  natu- 
rali  ratione.  With  regard  to  the 
jtts  civiUf  or  to  those  parts  of  the 
Roman  law  which  were  peculiar  to 
the  system,  they  might  allege  with 
effect  their  ignorance  of  the  law, 
Austin,  Jur.   vol,   2,  p.   175,     See 


Lindl.  on  Jur.  p.  24. 

(q)  Stone  v.  Godfrey,  5  D.  M.  &  G. 
76. 

(r)  lb. ;  Rogers  v.  Ingram,  3  Ch. 
D.  361. ' 

(«)  Cooper  v.  Phihbs,  2  E.  &  I. 
App.  Ca.  149  ;  Earl  Beauchamp  v. 
Winn,  6  ib.  233.  See  BuUey  v. 
Btdley,  9  Ch.  740. 

(0  Coop&r  V.  PhUihs,  2  E.  &  I.  App. 
Ca.  149  ;  Jones  v.  Clifford,  3  Ch.  D. 
779. 

(ti)  Bingham  v.  Bingham,  1  Ves. 
126  ;  Jones  v.  Clifford,  3  Ch.  D.  792. 
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Mistake  as  to 
his  right  by  one 
party  alone. 


<^T»ap.  I.  cuted  a  conveyance  accordingly,  Lord  King  relieved  the  eldest 
brother  against  the  instrument  (x).  So  also  where  an  adminis- 
trator sold  lands  to  B.,  both  supposing  the  fee  was  conveyed, 
whereas  only  an  equity  of  redemption  passed,  it  was  held  that 
the  Court  would  relieve  the  purchaser  (y). 

If  the  mistake  of  law,  or  as  to  his  private  right,  be  that  of  one 
party  only  to  a  transaction,  it  may  be  either  that  the  mistake 
was  induced  or  encouraged  by  the  misrepresentation  of  the 
other  party,  or  that,  though  not  so  induced  or  encouraged,  it  was 
known  to  and  perceived  by  him,  and  was  taken  advantage  of, 
or  it  may  be  that  he  was  not  aware  of  the  mistake.  Whatever 
may  be  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  a  Court  of  equity  may, 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  grant  relief.  Sut 
if  it  appear  that  the  mistake  was  induced  or  encouraged  by  the 
misrepresentation  of  the  other  party  to  the  transaction  (0),  or 
was  perceived  by  him  and  taken  advantage  of,  the  Court  will 
be  more  disposed  to  grant  relief  than  in  cases  where  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  was  aware  of  the  mistake  (a).  In  Broughton  v. 
Hutt  (&),  where  the  heir-at-law  of  a  shareholder  in  a  company, 
the  shares  in  which  were  personal  estate,  supposing  himself, 
through  ignorance  of  law,  to  be  liable  in  respect  of  the  shares, 
had  executed  a  deed  taking  the  liability  on  himself,  it  was  held 
that  he  was  entitled  to  have  the  deed  cancelled.  So  also  where 
a  man  having  a  legal  security  gave  it  up  in  exchange  for 
another  security,  upon  the  faith  that  the  right  which  he  gave 
up  would  be  secured  to  him  by  the  substituted  security,  but  the 
substituted  security  proved  to  be  a  mere  nullity  in  law,  relief 
was  given  (0).  So  also  where  a  woman  renewed  a  note,  believ- 
ing that  she  was  liable  on  the  original  note,  relief  was  given  (d). 


(x)  Lansdcnmev.  LansdovmeyMoee, 
364.  cit.  2  J.  &  W.  205. 

(y)  Griffith  V.  Townley^  33  Amer. 
R.  476. 

(2)  Scholfield  V.  Templer,  John. 
166;  Coojer  v.  PhMs,  2  E.  &  I. 
Ap|).  Ca.  149,  supra y  p.  53. 

(a)  Cocking  v.  Pratt,  1  Ves.  400  ; 
McCarthy  V.  Vtcaix,  2  R.  &  M.  614  ; 
i^turfjt    V,  ^turye,    12    Beav.   229 ; 


Broughton  v.  HuUy  3  D.  &  J.  501 ; 
PcnoeU  v.  Smith,  14  £q.  90;  Earl 
Beauchamp  v.  IVinrij  6  £.  &  I.  App. 
Ca.233. 
(6)  3  D.  &  J.  501. 

(c)  He  Saxon  Life  Assurance  Co., 
2  J.  &  H.  408,  1  D.  J.  &  S.  29.  See 
Gee  V.  Spencer,  1  Vem.  32  ;  MOdmay 
V.  Hunger/ord,  2  Vem.  243. 

(d)  Coward  v.  Hughes,  1  K.  &  J.  443. . 
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So  also  where  a  sister,  being  ignorant  of  her  rights  under  a  <^^P-  ^ 
settlement^  released  her  rights  to  a  brother,  the  release  was  held 
not  binding  on  her  (e).  So  also  where  the  daughter  of  a  free- 
man of  London  accepted  of  a  legacy  left  her  by  her  father,  and 
released  her  orphanage  part  according  to  the  custom  of  London, 
and  it  did  not  appear,  though  she  was  told  she  might  elect 
between  the  legacy  and  the  orphanage  part,  that  she  knew  she 
had  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  value  of  the  personal  estate  and 
the  quantum  of  the  orphanage  pai*t  before  making  her  election, 
the  release  was  set  aside  (/). 

If  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  mistake  of  law  was 
known  to  or  perceived  by  the  other  party  to  the  transaction,  the 
Court  will  not,  except  under  very  exceptional  circumstances, 
interfere.  Parties  are  understood  to  contract  upon  the  common 
basis  of  the  general  law  equally  known  to  both,  so  that  a  mis* 
take  of  general  law  can  never  be  alleged  by  one  party  in  his 
dealings  with  another,  unless  the  other  party  is  also  involved  in 
the  mistake.  Thus,  where  a  lessor  had  contracted  to  grant  a 
lease  for  seven  or  fourteen  years,  which  by  a  general  rule  of 
legal  construction,  gives  the  option  to  the  lessee,  it  was  held 
not  to  be  competent  to  him  to  allege  in  answer  to  a  claim  for 
specific  performance  that  he  understood  and  intended  the 
option  to  be  with  the  lessor ;  the  mistake  being  not  as  to  the 
terms  but  as  to  the  legal  effect  of  them,  which  he  was  bound 
to  know  (g). 

As  a  general  rule  it  is  well  established  in  .equity  as  well  as  at  Payment  of 
law,  that  money  paid  under  a  mistake  of  law,  with  full  know-  JJ^2^o"of^u[^, 
ledge  of  the  facts,  is  not  recoverable,  and  that  even  a  promise 
to  pay,  upon  a  supposed  liability,  and  in  ignorance  of  the  law, 
will  bind  the  pai'ty  (A).     But  the  rule  is  liable  to  a  qualifica- 

(e)  BavMcUn  v.  Hylton^   2    Yes.  man  v.  SayerSy  2  J.  &  W.  263 ;  Currie 

304,  V.  Gooldy  2  Madd.   163  ;  Dreiory  v. 

(/)  Pusey  V.  DeshouverUy  3  P.  W.  Barnes,  3  Buss.  94  ;  Webby,  Brookes^ 
315.                                                       "   1  L.  J.  Oh.  N,  S.  191  ;  Great  Western 

(jg)  Powell  V.  ^ithy  14  Eq.  85.  Railway  Co.  v.  Cripps,  5  Ha.   91  ; 

{h)  BUbie  V.  Lumley,  2  East^  469  ;  Piatt  v.  Bromage,  24  L,  J.  Exch.  63  ; 

Stevens  v.  Lynch,  12  East,  38  ;  Bris-  BaU  v.  Hooper,  5  D.  M.  &  G.  338  ; 

hane  v.  Dacres,  5  Taunt.  143  ;  Good-  Stafford  v.  Stafford,  1  D.  &  J.  197  ; 
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Chap.  I.  tion,  if  the  man  to  whom  money  has  been  paid  baa  been  ac- 
cessory to  the  error  of  the  other  party,  or  has  got  some  one 
to  misinform  him  of  the  law  (i).  If  the  law  mistaken  is  the 
law  of.  a  foreign  state,  the  mistake  is  regarded  as  a  mistake  of 
fact  (j). 

"If,"  said  James,  L.J,,  in  Rogers  v.  Ingram  (k),  "  the  proposi- 
tion were  true  that  in  every  case  where  money  has  been  paid 
under  a  mistake  as  to  legal  rights,  it  could  be  recovered  back, 
it  would  open  a  fearful  amount  of  litigation  and  evil  in  cases  of 
distribution  of  estates,  iftid  it  could  be  difficult  to  say  what 
limit  could  be  placed  to  this  kind  of  claim,  if  it  could  be  made 
after  a  trustee  has  distributed  the  whole  estate  among  the 
persons  supposed  to  be  entitled,  every  one  of  them  having 
knowledge  of  all  the  facts  and  having  given  a  release.  The 
thing  has  never  been  done,  and  it  is  not  a  thing  which,  in  my 
opinion,  should  be  encouraged.  When  people  have  knowledge 
of  all  the  facts  and  take  advice,  and  whether  they  get  proper 
advice  or  not,  and  the  business  is  settled,  it  is  not  for  the  good 
of  mankind  that  the  matter  should  be  reopened  "  (Q.  Where 
accordingly  an  executor  under  the  advice  of  counsel  on  the  con- 
struction of  a  will,  proposed  to  divide  in  certain  propoitions  a 
fund  between  two  legatees,  but  one  of  the  legatees  being  dis- 
Riitisfied  took  the  opinion  of  counsel,  which  agreed  with  the 
former  opinion,  and  two  years  afterwards  the  dissatisfied  legatee 
filed  a  bill  against  the  executor  and  the  other  legatee,  alleging 
that  the  will  had  been  wrongly  construed  and  claiming  repay- 
ment from  the  other  legatee,  it  was  held  that  the  suit  could  not 


Saltmarshe  v.  Barrett^  31  L.  J.  Ch. 
783  ;  (/Loghlen  v.  aCaUaghan^  I.  R, 
8  C.  L.  120  ;  Rogers  v.  Ingram,  3  CK 
1).  351.  See  Moore  v.  Moore,  1  CoU. 
54.  Where  money  hod  been  paid  for 
many  years  without  deducting  the 
land-tax,  no  deduction  was  after- 
wards allowed  out  ot*  the  subsequent 
payments.  NicholUv.  Leeson,  SAtk, 
573.  So,  also,  where  an  executor 
liad  paid  interest  for  seventeen  years 
without  deducting  the  property-tax, 
it  was  held  he  could  not  afterwaixls 


deduct  out  of  the  future  interests 
due  the  amount  of  property-tax  on 
such  precedent  payments.  Ourrte  v. 
Gooldy  2  Madd.  163. 

(t)  Dixons  V,  Monkland  Canals  5 
Wills.  &  Sh.  Sc.  Ap.  445. 

(j)  Haveny.Fo8ter,9?ick.(AmeT,), 
112.    See  Leslie  v.  BaUlie,  2  Y.  &  C. 

C.  C.  91. 

(k)  3  Ch.  D.  356. 

(/)  See  HUliard  v.  Fulford,  4  Ch. 

D.  390, 
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be  maintained  (m).  So  also  where  there  had  been  a  payment  ^^P-  ^' 
and  acceptance  of  money  between  two  parties  under  a  mutual 
mistake  of  law,  and  it  appeared  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  that  the  party  who  received  the  money  received  it  as  a 
composition  in  lieu  of  a  larger  sum,  it  was  held  that  he  could 
not  afterwards  sue  for  the  balance  (n). 

A  Court  of  equity  has,  however,  power  to  relieve  against 
payment  of  money  in  mistake  of  law,  if  there  is  any  equitable 
ground  which  makes  it  under  the  particular  facts  of  the  case 
inequitable  that  the  party  who  received  the  money  should 
retain  it  (o).  Thus  in  Davis  v.  Morier  {p),  where  a  trustee  who 
had  received  the  whole  income  of  a  trust  fund  on  trust  to  apply 
the  same  properly,  retained  to  himself  all  except  5001.  a  year, 
aud  it  appeared  that  5002.  a  year  was  not  all  that  he  ought  to 
have  paid  to  the  cestui  que  trustj  it  was  held  that  the  cestv/i 
que  trust  was  entitled  to  have  the  deficiency  paid  to  him  out 
of  the  estate  of  the  deceased  settlor.'  So,  also,  in  Ex  parte 
James  (q),  a  trustee  in  bankruptcy  was  ordered  to  pay  back  to 
an  execution  creditor  monies  which  the  latter  had  paid  over  to 
him  in  mistake  of  law.  So  also  an  executrix  who  under  a  mis- 
take as  to  the  construction  of  a  will,  had  overpaid  an  annuitant, 
yras  permitted  to  deduct  the  amount  overpaid  from  subsequent 
payments  (r).  So,  also,  where  accounts  were  drawn  up  and  as- 
sented to  under  a  common  mistake  of  law  as  to  their  respec- 
tive rights  and  interests  by  the  parties,  certain  sums  having 
been  wrongly  credited,  the  accounts,  though  settled,  were  re- 
opened (s). 

Whether  money  paid  under  mistake  of  law  can  be  reclaimed 
is  a  subject  which  has  led  to  much  difference  of  opinion  among 
civilians  and  the  commentators  on  the  Roman  law.  The  old 
school  of  lawyers  were  of  opinion  that  money  paid  under  mis- 
take of  law  might  be  recovered  back.  But  Cujas  maintained 
an  opposite  opinion,  and  he  was  followed  by  Pothier  and  others ; 

(m)  Rogers  v.  Ingram,  3  Ch.  D.  (i>)  2  Coll.  303. 

351.  (?)  9  Ch.  614. 

(n)  Kitchin  v.  Hawkins,  L.  R.  2  (r)  Livesey    v.    Livesey,    3    Russ. 

C.  P.  28.  287. 

(o)  Rogers  v.  Ingravfiy  3  Ch.  D.  357,  («)  Daniel  v.  Sinclair,  6  AJ)p.  Ca. 

per  Mellish,  L.  J.  181. 
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<^h>P'  I*  Vinnius,  however,  Huber  and  D^Aguesseau  supported  the  doc- 
trine of  the  earlier  school  (t).  The  framers  of  the  Code  Napo- 
leon adopted  their  opinion,  and  declared,  in  general  terms,  that 
money  paid  under  mistake  may  be  recovered  back,  making  no 
distinction,  in  this  respect,  between  mistake  of  law  and  mistake 
of  fact  (u).  The  earlier  authorities  on  the  Scottish  law  are  in 
favour  of  the  doctrine  that  money  paid  under  mistake  of  law 
may  be  recovered  back  {x).  In  two  cases,  however  (y),  Lord 
Brougham  laid  it  down  that  at  Scotch  law  money  paid  under 
mistake  of  law  is  not  recoverable.  But  there  is  much  reason 
to  doubt  whether  the  rule  so  laid  down  by  him  can  be  accepted 
as  a  sound  exposition  of  the  Scotch  law.  His  judgment  was 
founded  solely  on  two  English  common-law  authorities  (z). 
Mistake  of  law  Mistake  in  law  is  not  a  ground  for  setting  aside  a  compromise, 
TOttiigMide  a"'  ^^  ^^^  parties  to  the  transaction  were  in  difficulty  and  doubt,  and 
compromiM.        wished  to  put  an  end  to  disputes,  and  to  terminate  or  avoid 

litigation.  If  one  or  more  parties,  having,  or  supposing  they 
have,  claims  upon  a  given  subject  matter,  or  claims  against  each 
other,  agree  to  compromise  these  claims,  and  the  knowledge,  or 
means  of  knowledge,  of  each  of  them  with  respect  to  the  mode 
in  which,  and  the  circumstances  under  which,  his  claim  arises^ 
stand  upon  an  equal  footing,  and  there  is  an  absence  of  fraud  or 
misrepresentation,  the  titinsaction  is  binding,  although  the  con- 
clusion at  which  the  parties  may  have  arrived  is  not  that  which 
a  court  of  justice  would  have  arrived  at  had  its  decision  been 
sought.  The  real  consideration  which  each  party  receives  under 
a  compromise  being,  not  the  sacrifice  of  the  right,  but  the  settle- 
ment of  the  dispute,  and  the  abandonment  of  the  claim,  it  is  no 
objection  to  the  validity  of  the  transaction  that  the  right  was 
really  in  one  of  the  parties  only,  and  that  the  others  had  no  right 
whatever.  If,  for  instance,  two  parties  claim  adversely  to  each 
other  the  inheritance  of  a  deceased  person,  and,  in  order  to  avoid 
litigation,  agree  to  divide  the  inheritance,  it  is  no  ground  for 

(t)  See  Pothier,  Obi.  translated  by  Sh.  398  ;  Dixoru  v.  Monkland  CatuU 

Evans,  App.  vol.  2,  pp.  408—437.  Co.,  5  Wills,  &  Sh.  445. 

(u)  Cod.  Civ.  1377.  (z)  Bilhie  v.  Lumley,  2  East,  469  ; 

{x)  Mor.  Diet.  Dec.  2930,  2931.  Brisbane  v.  Dacres,  5  Taunt  143. 
(y)  IViUon  v.  Sinclairy  4  Wills.  & 
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setting  aside  the  agreement  that  only  one  was  heir,  and  that  the  ^*P-  ^' 
other  gave  up  the  right  which  he  really  possessed.  The  fact 
that  the  one  may  have  had  no  claim  is  immaterial,  if  he  was 
honestly  mistaken  as  to  his  claim.  It  is  enough  if  at  the  time 
of  the  compromise  he  may  have  believed  he  had  a  claim,  and 
that  the  parties  have,  by  the  transaction,  avoided  the  necessity 
of  going  to  law  (a).  To  render  valid  the  compromise  of  a  litiga- 
tion, it  is  not  even  necessary  that  the  question  in  dispute  should 
really  be  doubtful,  if  the  parties  bond  fide  consider  it  to  be  so. 
It  is  enough  to  render  a  compromise  valid,  that  there  is  a 
question  to  be  decided  between  them  (6).  A  compromise  of 
doubtful  rights  will  not  be  set  aside  on  any  other  ground  than 
fraud  (c).  In  dealing  with  a  compromise  all  that  a  Court  of 
Justice  has  to  do  is  to  ascertain  that  the  claim  or  the  represen- 
tation on  the  one  side  is  bond  fide  and  truly  made,  and  that  on 
the  other  side  the  answer  or  defence  or  counterclaim  is  also 
bond  fide  and  truly  mada  All  that  the  parties  contemplate 
and  desire  to  effect  and  deal  with,  is  whether  the  claim  on  the 
one  side,  or  the  defence  on  the  other,  shall  be  admitted  or  not,  or 
whether  if  both  things  are  bond  fide  brought  forward,  there  may 
not  be  some  concession  on  the  one  side  and  some  concession  on 
the  other  side,  so  as  to  anive  at  terms  of  agreement  which  if 
honestly  made  is  an  honest  settlement  of  an  existing  dispute. 
If  so  made,  a  Court  of  Justice  will  respect  it  and  not  allow  it  to 
be  questioned  (d). 

The  jurisdiction  of  equity  over  mistake  is  exercised  much  Mistake  of  fact, 
more  liberally  where  the  mistake  is  in  matter  of  fact,  than  where 


(a)  Stapilton  v.  StapiUon,  1  Atk. 
10  ;  Gordon  v.  Gordon,  3  Sw.  463 ; 
Leonard  v.  Leonard,  2  Ba.  &  Be.  179  ; 
Naylor  v.  Winch,  1  Sim.  &  St.  555, 
7  L.  J.  Ch.  6 ;  Ilaruey  v.  Cooke,  4 

Buss.  34  ;  Attwood  v. ,  5  Buss. 

149  ;  SteicaH  v.  StewaH,  6  CL  &  Fin. 
969  ;  Pickering  v.  Pickering,  2  Beav. 
56  ;  Reynell  v.  Bprye,  8  Ha.  222, 
254  ;  Ex  parte  Lucy,  4  D.  M.  &  G. 
356 ;  LawUm  v.  Campion,  18  Beav. 
87  ;  Partridge  v.  Ste^  kens,  9  Jur.  N. 
S.  742  ;  Trigge  v.  LavalUe,  15  Moo. 


P.  C.  270 ;  BvUock  v.  Downes^  9  H. 
L.  1  ;  Brooke  v.  Lord  Moetyn,  2  D.  J. 
&  S.  373 ;  L(yrd  Belhaven's  Case,  3  D. 
J.  &  S.  41  ;  Callisher  v.  Bischoffs- 
heim,  L.  R.  5  Q.  B.  450. 

(6)  Ex  parte  Lucy,  4  D.  M.  &  G. 
356.  See  Neale  v.  Neale,  1  Keen, 
672. 

(c)  Brooke  v.  Lord  Mostyn,  2  D.  J. 
&  S.  373,  mpra,  pp.  94,  95. 

(d)  Dixon  v.  Evans,  5  E.  &  I.  App. 
Ca.  606. 
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Opinion  of 
Savigny  m  to 
distinction 
between  mistake 
of  law  and  mis- 
take of  fact. 


^W-  ^'  it  is  in  matter  of  law.  The  admission  of  ignorance  of  fact  as  a 
ground  of  relief,  is  not  attended  with  those  inconveniences 
which  seem  to  be  the  reason  for  rejecting  ignorance  of  law  as  a 
valid  excuse.  Whether  the  ignorance  really  existed,  and  whether 
'  it  was  imputable  or  not  to  the  inadvertence  of  the  party,  is  a 
question  which  may  be  solved  by  looking  at  the  circumstances  of 
the  case.  The  inquiry  is  limited  to  a  given  incident,  and  to  the 
circumstances  attending  that  incident,  and  is,  therefore,  not 
interminable  (e). 

According  to  Savigny,  ignorance  has  not,  as  such,  any  eflfect 
upon  the  legal  consequences  of  an  act  or  transaction  in  which  it 
occurs.  The  eflFect  generally  attributed  to  ignorance  is  properly- 
attributable  to  the  negligence  which  is  the  cause  of  it  Ignorance 
which  is  not  the  effect  of  gross  negligence  is  not  prejudicial  to 
the  ignorant  party,  but  ignorance  which  is  the  effect  of  such 
negligence  is  prejudicial  to  him.  Whether  ignorance  be  or  be 
not  the  result  of  gross  negligence,  depends  on  circumstances ;  it 
is  presumed  to  be  so  when  a  man  is  ignorant  of  the  general 
laws  of  his  country,  or  of  his  ov^ti  affairs,  but  it  is  not  so  pre- 
sumed when  he  is  ignorant  of  other  matters.  The  presumption 
which  arises  in  each  of  these  cases  is  rebuttable,  but  is  conclu- 
sive if  not  rebutted  by  the  person  against  whom  it  arises. 
Ignorance  of  matters  of  law  and  ignorance  of  matters  of  fact,  are 
•thus  placed  on  the  same  footing;  both  are  prejudicial  when  the 
result  of  gross  negligence;  both  are  harmless  when  not  so  (/). 

Mistake  of  fact  is  a  mistake  not  caused  by  the  neglect  of  legal 
duty  on  the  part  of  the  person  making  the  mistake  (^),  and  con- 
sisting in  an  unconsciousness  (h\  ignorance  (i),  or  foigetful- 
ness  Qc)  of  a  fact  past  {I)   or  present  (m),   material   to   the 


Definition  of 
luiutake  of  fact. 


(«)  Austin,  Jur.  vol.  2,  p.  172. 

(/)  Lindley  on  Jiir.  App.  p.  19. 

(^)  New  York  Civil  Code,  Art. 
762. 

{h)  See  Kelly  v.  SolaH,  9  M.  &  W. 
54. 

(i)  See  Cocking  v.  Praiij  1  Ves. 
400  ;  East  India  Co.  v.  Neave,  5  Ves. 
173  ;  East  India  Co.  v.  Donald,  9 
Ves.  275;  Hore  v.  Becker,  12  i:un. 


465  ;  Bell  v.  Gardiner,  4  M.  &  G. 
11. 

(k)  Kelly  V.  Solari,  9  M.  &  W.  54  ; 
Lucas  V.  Worswick,  1  Moo.  &  R.  293. 

{!)  See  East  India  Co,  v.  Neave,  5 
Ves.  173  ;  East  India  Co.  v.  Drniald^ 
9  Ves.  275  ;  U'^itlan  v.  WiUan,  16 
Ves.  72  ;  McCarthy  v.  Decaix,  2  R.  & 
M.  614. 

(m)  See  Cocking  v.  Pratt,  1  Ves, 
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transaction ;  or  in  the  belief  in  the  present  existence  of  a  thing       ^^^P-  J- 
material  to  the  transaction,  which  does  not  exist  (n),  or  in  the 
past  existence  of  a  thing  which  has  not  existed  (o). 

In  "  fraud/*  as  distinguished  from  "  mistake/*  there  is,  neces-  Mistake  as 
sarily,  a  misapprehension  or  mistake  in  the  party  defrauded,  from^S^ud. 
which  alone  would  not  vitiate  his  dealings  with  others ;  but 
there  is  the  additional  circumstance  that  the  party  with  whom 
he  deals  intentionally  causes  the  mistake  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing the  dealing,  and  this  precludes  the  party  so  occasioning  the 
mistake  from  holding  the  other  bound  to  it. 

What  is  the  nature  or  degree  of  mistake  which  is  relievable  Mistake  as  dis- 

J.   ..         'Tji*  "xi  L'l'j        J.  T    tinguished  from 

m  equity,  as  distrnguisned  from  mistake  wbicJi  is  due  to  negli-  negligence, 
gence  {p),  and  therefore  not  relievable,  cannot  well  be  defined 
80  as  to  establish  a  general  rule,  and  must,  in  a  great  measure, 
depend  on  the  discretion  of  the  Court  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  Though  the  Court  will  relieve  against 
mistake,  it  will  not  assist  a  man  whose  condition  is  attributable 
only  to  that  want  of  due  diligence  which  may  be  fairly  expected 
from  a  reasonable  person  (q).  Parties,  for  instance,  who,  having 
a  good  defence,  or  plain  and  complete  remedy  at  law,  have 
neglected  to  avail  themselves  of  it  there,  cannot  come  to  equity 
for  relief  (r).  Nor  has  a  purchaser  who  is  evicted  by  reason  of 
a  defect  in  title,  which  his  legal  adviser  has  overlooked,  an 


400  ;  Hore  \,  Becker,  12  Sim.  465  ; 
Colyer  v.  Clay,  7  Beav.  188  ;  Brough- 
ton  V.  HiUt,  3  D.  &  J.  501. 

(n)  See  Hitchcock  v.  Gidditigs,  4 
Pri.  135  ;  Colyer  v.  Clay,  7  Beav.  188  ; 
Hastie  v.  Couturier,  9  Exch.  102, 
5  H.  L.  673 ;  Strickland  v.  Turner, 
7  Exch.  208  ;  Cochrane  v.  JVillis,  1 
Ch.  58. 

(o)  See  New  York  Civil  Code, 
Art.  762. 

(p)  Supra,  pp.  93,  94.  Facti 
ignorantia  ita  demum  cuique  non 
nocet,  si  non  ei  snmma  negligentia 
objiciatur.  Quid  enim  si  omnea  in 
civitate  sciant  quod  ille  solus  ignorat. 
Dig.  Lib.  22,  tit.  6, 1.  9. 

(q)  Duke  of  Beaufort  v.  Neeld,  12 


CL  &  Fin.  248,  286  ;  Campbell  v. 
IngUby,  1  D.  &  J.  403 ;  Leuty  v. 
HiUas,  2  D.  &  J.  110;  JVild  v. 
HUlas,  18  L.  J.  Ch.  170.  See  Trigge 
V.  LavalUe,  15  Moo.  P.  C.  270; 
Qrymea  v.  Sanders,  3  Otto  (Anier.), 
61. 

(r)  Stephenson  v.  Wilson,  2  Vem. 
325 ;  Blackhall  v.  Coowhsy  2  P.  W. 
70  ;  Holworthy  v.  Mortlock,  1  Cox, 
141  ;  Hamkey  v.  Vernon,  2  Cox,  12 ; 
Stevens  v.  Praed,  2  Ves.  Jr.  529  ; 
Bateman  v.  TVUloe,  1  Sch.  &  Lef. 
201  ;  Hare  v.  Horwood,  14  Ves.  31  ; 
Drewry  v.  Barnes,  3  Russ.  94.  See 
Marquis  of  Breadalhane  v.  Marqiiis 
of  Chandos,  2  M.  &  C.  719  ;  He^ider- 
son  V.  Cook,  4  Drew.  306. 
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Cll*^  I'  equity  to  recover  his  purchase-money  («).  Nor  can  relief  be 
had  against  a  forfeiture,  where  a  man  who  is  charged  with  a 
legal  obligation  neglects  to  perform  it  (t).  So,  also,  where  a 
sum  of  money  was  paid  by  the  purchaser  of  an  estate  to  persons 
supposed  to  be  entitled  in  remainder,  to  procure  their  concur- 
rence in  a  recovery,  which  was  suffered  accordingly.  Lord 
Nottingham  refused  to  direct  the  money  to  be  refunded  (u). 
Mistake  m  a  Mistake  in  matter  of  law  or  matter  of  fact,  to  be  a  ground  for 

must  be  mate-,     relief,  must  be  of  a  material  nature,  and  must  be  the  determin- 
nal,  kc  jjjg  ground  of  the  transaction.     A  man  who  seeks  relief  against 

mistake  must  be  able  to  satisfy  the  Court  that  his  conduct  has 
been  determined  by  the  mistake.  Mistake  in  matters  which  are 
only  incidental  to  and  are  not  of  the  essence  of  a  transaction,  and 
without,  or  in  the  absence  of  which  it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that 
the  transaction  would  nevertheless  have  taken  place,  goes  fur 
nothing.  If  the  mistake  has  not  been  the  only  cau§e  by  which  the 
conduct  of  a  man  has  been  induced,  but  another  motive  has  inter- 
vened, the  mistake  cannot  be  set  up  as  a  ground  for  relief  (x). 
Nor,  indeed,  does  the  circumstance  that  the  mistake  may  be  in  a 
material  matter  always  of  itself  entitle  a  man  to  the  interposition 
of  the  Court,  The  law  does  not  go  the  length  of  requiring  that 
parties  who  deal  with  each  other  at  arms'  length,  should  be  on  the 
same  level  as  to  information  and  knowledge.  If  parties  stand  upon 
an  equal  footing,  and  the  means  of  information  and  knowledge  are 
open  to  them  both,  either  of  them  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  bis 
own  judgment,  skill,  and  sagacity.  If  the  parties  act  otherwise 
fairly  in  the  transaction,  and  it  is  not  a  case  in  which  one  of  them 
is  bound,  upon  the  ground  of  confidence,  or  otherwise,  to  make  a 
disclosure  to  the  other  of  matters  affecting  the  subject  matter  in 
respect  of  which  they  are  dealing,  the  Court  will  not  interfere. 
A  man  cannot  have  relief  on  the  ground  of  mistake,  unless  the 

(<)  Urmston  v.  Pate,  3  Ves.  236,  n.  76  ;  Carpmad  v.  Poww,   10   Beav. 

See  Cator  v.  Lord  Pembroke,  1  Bro.  39  ;  Trigge  v.  LavallSey  15  Moo.  P. 

C.  C.  301,  2  Bro.  C.  C.  282  ;  Thomas  C.  276  ;  Grifmes  v.  Sanders,  3  Otto 

▼.  Poioell,  2  Cox,  394.  (Amer.),  60.    See  Potk  Oblig.  part 

(0  Gregory  v.  JViUon,  9  Ha.  683,  1,  c  1,  8.  1,  art  3,  a.  1 ;  Domat.  Liv. 

689.  1,  tit.  18,  sec.  1,  art.  13—17  ;  TouU. 

(u)  Maynardy.  MoseUy,  3  Sw.  661.  Cod.  Civ.  liv.  3,  c  2,  s.  2,  art  1 — 4. 

(z)  Stone  V.  Godfrey,  5  D.  M.  &  Q. 
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party  benefited  by  the  mistake  is  disentitled  in  equity  and  con-       ^^p-  ^' 
science  from  retaining  the  advantage  which  he  has  acquired  (y). 

Mistake  of  fact  is  not  the  less  a  ground  for  relief  because  the 
person  who  made  the  mistake  had  the  means  of  knowledge  (z). 

Mistake  of  fact  may  be  the  mistake  of  one  party  only  to  a  con-  Mistake  of  fact 
tract,  or  there  may  be  a  mistake  of  both  parties  respecting  the  ^  of  one  party 
same  matter:  and  thus  there  arise  two  diflFerent  conditions  of  i?*^®*'*^*"^*, 

'  tion,  or  mutual 

the  question,  which  are  governed  by  considerations  of  a  different  to  both, 
character. 

The  mistake  of  one  party  only  is  attended  by  different  conse-  Mietake  of  one 
quences,  accordingly  as  the  other  party  is  or  is  not  cognizant  of  known  to  the 
the  mistake.  ^*^^' 

The  law  judges  of  an  agreement  between  two  persons  exclu- 
sively from  the  mutual  communications  which  take  place 
between  them.  If  the  terms  of  the  proposal  of  the  one  are 
unambiguous  and  unmistakeable,  and  the  answer  of  the  other 
is  an  unequivocal  and  unconditional  acceptance,  the  latter  is 
bound,  in  the  absence  of  fraud  or  warranty,  ^however  clearly 
he  may  afterwards  make  it  appear  that  he  was  labouring  under 
a  mistake  in  his  acceptance  of  the  proposal.  He  cannot  be 
allowed  to  escape  from  the  effect  of  his  agreement  by  merely 
showing  that  he  understood  the  terms  in  a  different  sense  from 
that  which  they  bear  in  their  grammatical  construction  and 
legal  effect.  If  a  man  will  not  take  reasonable  care  to  ascertain 
what  he  is  doing,  he  must  bear  the  consequences. 

Nor  indeed  is.  it  sufficient  to  resist  specific  performance  for 
the  purchaser  to  say  that  he  has  made  a  mistake,  if  the  terms 
of  the  contract  are  not  ambiguous,  and  the  propeity  has  been 
described  in  a  manner  which  could'  not  mislead  anybody  who 
took  reasonable  care  (a).  In  a  case  before  Lord  Romilly,  where 
the  defendant  alleged  that  he  had  misunderstood  the  particulars 
of  sale,  he  said  that  ''If  there  appears  on  the  particulars  no 
ground  for  the  mistake,  if  no  man  with  his  senses  about  him 
could  have  misapprehended  the  character  of  the  parcels,  then 

(y)  1  Fonb.  Eq.  B.  1,  c  2,  B.  7,  (z)  WiUmott  v.  Barber,  16  Ch.  D. 

Story,  Eq.  Jur.   147—151  ;   WarMT  97. 

V.  Daniels,  1  Wood  &  Min.  (Amer.).  (a)  Tamplin  v.  James,  15  Ch.  D. 

90,  swpra,  pp.  60, 61, 63.  217. 
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^^P-  ^'  I  do  not  think  it  is  sufficient  for  the  purchaser  to  swear  that  he 
did  make  a  mistake,  or  that  he  did  not  understand  what  he 
was  about  "(6).  Where,  accordingly,  an  inn  together  with  a 
saddler*s  shop  was  put  up  for  sale,  and  at  the  back  of  the  inn 
and  saddler's  shop  were  two  pieces  of  garden  ground  not 
belonging  to  the  vendor,  one  of  which  had  been  for  many  years 
occupied  with  the  inn,  and  the  other  with  the  saddler's  shop, 
and  which  were  hardly  at  all  fenced  from  the  premises  with 
which  they  were  occupied,  and  the  purchaser,  who  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  property,  and  knew  the  gardens  to  be  occu- 
pied along  with  the  inn  and  saddler's  shop,  did  not  look  at  the 
plan,  but  bought  in  the  belief  that  he  was  buying  the  whole  of 
the  property  in  the  occupation  of  the  tenants,  it  was  held  that 
he  could  not  resist  specific  peiformance,  as  the  description  of 
the  property  was  accurate  and  free  from  ambiguity  (c).  So  also, 
on  the  other  hand,  where  a  purchaser  believed  he  was  buying 
and  intended  to  buy  the  whole  of  the  premises  comprised  in 
the  particulars  of  sale,  and  there  was  no  ambiguity  in  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  property  sold,  it  is  not  competent  to  the  vendor 
to  say  merely  that  he  has  made  a  mistake,  and  did  not  intend 
to  sell  a  portion  of  the  property  (d). 

The  Court  may,  however,  refuse  to  enforce  specific  perform- 
ance of  a  contract  on  the  ground  of  mistake,  even  in  cases  where 
the  mistake  is  purely  the  mistake  of  the  person  against  whom 
relief  is  sought,  and  has  not  been  contributed  to  in  any  way  by 
the  other  party  to  the  contract,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court  a 
hardship  amounting  to  injustice  would  be  inflicted  on  the  party 
against  whom  relief  is  sought  by  holding  him  to  his  bargain  (e). 
Thus  specific  peiformance  was  refused  against  a  vendor  who 
had  contracted  to  sell  an  estate  under  the  mistake  that  he  was 
entitled  to  the  purchase  money  absolutely,  whereas,  in  fact,  he 
was  bound  to  reinvest  it  in  the  purchase  of  other  land  (/).     So 

(h)  Swcdsland  v.  Dearsleyy  29  Beav.  (e)  Tampltn  v.  James^  15  Ch.  D. 

430  ;  approved  by  Baggallay,  L.  J.  220  ;  Burrow  v.  ScammdLy  19  Ch.  D. 

16  Ch.  D.  218.  182  ;   Dyas  v.  Stafford,  7  L.  R.  I. 

(c)  Tamplin  v.  JameSy  15  Ch.  D.  605 ;  Goddard  v.  Jefryes,  61   L.  J. 

217.  Ch.  67. 

(rf)  Dyas  V.  Stafford,  7  L.  R.  I.  (/)  Hotcdl  v.  George,  1  Madd.  1  ; 

606.  Hood  T.  Oglander,  34  Beav.  613. 
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also,  where  a  vendor  had  oflfered  property  for  sale  by  a  letter,  in  ^^P*  ^' 
which  the  price  was  stated  to  be  dEl,250,  instead  of  £2,250,  and 
the  purchaser  accepted  the  oflFer  by  letter,  the  Court  refused  to 
enforce  the  contract  at  the  price  mentioned  in  the  letter,  the 
vendor  having  given  notice  of  the  mistake  immediately  on  dis- 
covering it  (g).  So,  also,  where  a  man  entered  into  a  contract 
for  the  purchase  of  land  under  the  belief  that  he  would  be  able 
to  build  over  the  whole  site,  but  he  subsequently  discovered 
that  he  would  not  be  able  to  do  so  by  reason  of  certain  pro- 
visions in  an  Act  of  Parliament,  the  Court  would  not  enforce 
specific  performance  against  him  (h).  So,  also,  where  a  man  who 
was  employed  to  bid  for  one  of  two  distinct  estates  oflfered  for 
sale  at  the  same  time  and  place  came  into  the  auction  room, 
and  after  hearing  the  description  of  a  lot  which  was  perfectly 
different  from  that  for  which  he  was  engaged  to  bid,  kept 
bidding  in  a  hasty  and  inconsiderate  manner,  and  ultimately 
purchased  the  lot,  which,  by  his  own  gross  mistake,  he  thought 
to  be  the  lot  for  which  he  was  to  bid,  the  Court  refused  speci- 
fically to  carry  out  the  sale(i).  So,  also,  where  a  vendor 
had  revoked  the  authority  of  the  auctioneer  as  to  part  of  the 
property,  and  the  auctioneer  inadvertently  sold  the  whole,  the 
Court  refused  specific  performance,  although  the  purchaser  was 
justified  in  believing  that  he  purchased  all  he  claimed  by  his 
bill  (k). 

Where  the  subject  of  sale  was  the  reversionary  estate  in  land 
under  a  lease,  and  the  price  was  fixed  in  the  contract  without 
any  mention  of  the  rent  payable  under  the  lease,  and  the 
vendor  proved  his  understanding  of  the  contract  to  have  been 
that  the  rent  was  to  be  paid  to  him  during  the  term,  besides 
the  contract  price,  it  was  held  that  the  purchaser  could  not 
have  specific  performance  upon  any  other  construction  of  the 
contract,  and  his  bill  was  dismissed,  but  without  prejudice  to 
his  legal  rights  (Q.  So,  also,  where  a  mortgagee,  having  obtained  a 
foreclosure,  contracted  to  sell,  subject  to  a  clause  in  the  contract 

(g)  Webster  v.  OeciL,  30  Beav.  62.  (A?)  Manser  v.  Backy  6  Ha.  443. 

{h)  Bray  v.  Briggs,  20  W.  R.  962.  (Q  Wycombe  v.  Dennmgton  Hos*^ 

(t)  Malms  V.   Freeman^  2  Keen,     'pital,  1  Ch.  268. 
25. 

1  I 
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Chap.  I.  stating  the  vendor  to  be  a  mortgagee  with  power  of  sale,  and 
that  the  covenants  would  be  restricted  accordingly,  and  the  pur- 
chaser insisted  upon  a  conveyance  under  the  power  of  sale  in 
the  mortgage,  which  might  have  the  effect  of  opening  the  fore- 
closure^ it  was  held  that  ,the  vendor  might  resist  a  speci6c 
performance  in  the  form  claimed,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
clause  referring  to  the  power  of  sale  was  inserted  by  mis- 
take (m). 

So,  also,  a  defendant  charged  with  the  performance  of  an 
agreement  to  give  a  lease  may  show  that  the  stipulation  for 
the  tenant  to  pay  the  rent,  "  free  from  taxes,"  was  omitted  from 
the  agi*eement  by  mistake  {n)»  So  where  the  subject  of  the 
lease  was  a  malting,  and  by  mistake  the  condition  was  omitted 
that  the  lessees  should  covenant  as  to  the  quantity  of  malt  to 
be  made  (o) ;  and  where  in  offering  an  agreement  for  a  lease  on 
certain  terms,  which  were  accepted,  the  lessor  had  omitted  by 
mistake  to  insert  the  term  that  he  required  a  certain  sum  for  a 
premium  (jp). 

So,  also,  where  a  description  of  parcels  was  prepared  by  the 
vendor's  solicitor  from  a  previous  description,  which  had  been 
prepared  by  another  solicitor,  in  the  report  of  a  surveyor,  and 
the  description  turned  out  to  be  erroneous  as  to  quantity,  the 
Court  would  not  enforce  the  sale  on  the  vendor  unless  the  case 
were  one  for  compensation,  and  the  purchaser  would  submit  to 
it  (q).  So,  also,  where  a  contract  for  sale  includes,  by  mistake  in 
drawing  up  the  particulars  of  sale,  property  not  intended  to  be 
sold,  the  Court  will  refuse  to  enforce  the  contract,  unless  the 
purchaser  consent  to  take  only  the  property  intended  to  be 
sold  (r). 

So,  also,  the  Court  would  not  enforce  specific  performance 
against  a  vendor  who  had  contracted  to  sell  at  an  inadequate 
price,  in  ignorance  of  the  report  of  his  agent  upon  the  value, 

{m)  Watson  v,  MarstoUy  4  D.  M.         (p)  Wood  v.  Scartih^  2  E.  &  J. 

&  G.  230.  33. 

(n)  JoynM   v.    Staiham,    3    Atk.         (q)  Leslie  v.  Tompson,  9  Ha.  268. 
388.  (r)  AlvanUy  v.  Kinnairdy  2  Mac 

(o)  Garrard    v.   OrMvng,  2    Sw.  &  Q.  1. 
244. 
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which  the  agent  had  neglected  to  present  («) ;  and  against  a*  Chap.  I. 
vendor  who  had  reserved  a  bidding  for  the  protection  of  the 
sale,  but  his  agent  had  by  mistake  omitted  to  bid  (f).  So  it 
seems  that  specific  performance  might  'be  successfully  resisted 
by  a  purchaser  who  supposed  a  certain  property  to  be  included 
in  his  purchase  that  formed  a  material  inducement  for  him  to 
make  the  contract,  and  which  proves,  in  fact,  not  to  be  in- 
cluded (u).  Nor  will  the  Court  compel  a  man  specifically  to 
perform  an  agreement  where  the  result  would  be  to  compel 
him  to  commit  a  breach  of  a  prior  agreement  with  another 
person  (v). 

When,  on  the  other  hand,  an  estate  was  put  up  to  auction  and 
bought  upon  the  terms  of  the  purchaser  taking  the  timber  at  a 
fixed  price,  it  was  held  that  a  mistake  of  the  vendor  in  valuing 
the  timber  was  no  ground  for  relief  in  equity,  and  that  the  con- 
ti-act  was  binding  (x).  So,  also,  where  a  man  agreed  to  take  a 
mining  lease  entitling  him  to  search  for  and  take  coal,  &c.,  &c., 
at  a  fixed  annual  rent,  upon  the  supposition  that  a  certain  vein 
of  coal  existed  under  the  surface  ;  it  was  held  that  he  was  bound 
to  take  the  lease  and  pay  the  rent,  although  he  was  unsuccessful 
in  finding  the  supposed  vein  of  coal,  as  he  had  in  fact  obtained 
all  that  he  had  bargained  for,  and  there  had  been  no  representa- 
tion by  the  lessor  as  to  the  existence  of  the  coal  (y).  So,  also 
where  a  man,  being  desirous  of  becoming  a  freeholder  in  Essex, 
contracted  to  purchase  a  house  on  the  north  side  of  the  river 
Thames,  which* he  supposed  to  be  in  that  county,  but  which 
proved  to  be  in  Kent,  the  contract  was  held  binding,  and  he 
was  compelled  to  complete  the  purchase  specifically  (z). 

If  the  mistake  cannot  be  established  without  evidence,  the 
Court  will  allow  a  defendant  an  action  for  specific  performance 
to  support  a  defence  founded  on  this  ground  by  evidence  dehors 
the  agreement  (a). 

(«)  MoHlock  V.    BtUler,   10    Ves.         (x)  Griffiths  v.  Jones,  15  Eq.  279. 
292.  (y)  Jeffreys    v.   Fairs,  4  Ch.    D. 

(0  lb.  448. 

(u)  See  StapyUon  v.  Scott,  13  Ves.         (»)  Shirley  v.  Davis,  cited  6  Veg. 

426,  per  Lord  Erskine.  678,  7  Ves.  270. 

(y)  WUlmott  v.  Barber,  15  Ch.  D.         (a)  Manser  v.   Back,  6  Ha.  448  ; 

96.  Wood  V.  Scarth,  2  K.  &  J.  :^3. 

11  2 
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Chap.  I.  Though  the  Court  may  refuse  to  grant  specific  performaD09 

in  the  case  of  mistake  where  the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction 
would  have  the  effect  of  imposing  too  great  a  burden  on  the 
party  who  had  made  the  mistake^  no  case  can  be  found  in  which 
the  mistaking  party  has  sought  for  or  could  derive  any  ad- 
vantage beyond  the  relief  from  the  burden  (&).  In  a  case  where 
a  defendant  had  agreed  to  let  and  the  plaintiff  had  agreed  to 
take  premises  on  a  lease,  and  the  plaintiff  had  gone  into  posses- 
sion under  the  agreement,  and  laid  out  money  on  the  premises, 
and  on  the  title  of  the  defendant  being  investigated,  it  was 
found  that  he  had  only  a  title  to  the  moiety  of  the  premises, 
he  was  decreed  specifically  to  perform  as  much  of  the  contract 
as  he  was  able  to  perform  with  an  abatement  of  one  moiety  of 
the  rent  (c). 
Mistake  of  one        When  a  party  is  mistaken  in  his  motive  for  entering  into  a 

party  in  uotiTO.  ...  i*i^ 

contract,  or  m  his  expectations  respecting  it,  such  mistake  does 
not  affect  the  validity  of  the  contract.  If  a  man  purchases  a 
specific  article,  believing  that  it  will  answer  a  particular  purpose 
to  which  he  intends  to  put  it,  and  it  fails  to  do  so,  he  is  not  the 
less  on  that  account  bound  to  pay  for  it.  A  mistake  by  the 
buyer  in  supposing  that  the  article  bought  by  him  will  answer 
a  certain  purpose  for  which  it  turns  out  to  be  unavailable  is  not 
a  mistake  as  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  contract,  but  is  only  a 
mistake  as  to  a  collateral  fact,  and  affords  him  no  ground  for 
pretending  that  he  did  not  assent  to  the  bargain  whatever  may 
be  his  right  afterwards  to  rescind,  if  the  vendor  warranted  its 
adaptibility  to  the  intended  purpose  (d).  His  mistake,  unless 
induced  by  the  seller,  is  immaterial  to  the  validity  of  the  con* 
tract  Such  is  the  case  of  a  person  buying  a  horse  without  a 
warranty,  believing  it  to  be  sound  or  useful  for  some  special 
purpose,  and  the  horse  turns  out  to  be  unsound  or  not  equal  to 
the  expectation ;  and  such  is  the  case  generally  of  the  sale  of  a 
specific  chattel  in  its  then  state  and  condition  without  warranty^ 


(h)  Burrow  v.  Scammelly  19  Ch.  D.         (d)  Chanter  v.  Hopkins,  4  M.  &  W. 
181.  399;  OlHvant   v.  Bayley,  5   Q.    B. 

(c)  lb.  288. 
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which  is  found  to  have  a  latent  defect  (e).    Thus,  when  a  sale       Ohap.  I. 

of  oats  was  made  by  a  sample  which  the  buyer,  a  trainer  of 

horses,  supposed  to  be  old  oats,  and  therefore  suitable  for  his 

purpose,  new  os^  being  unsuitable ;  and  nothing  was  said  at 

the  time  about  the  quality  of  the  oats  ;  it  was  held  that  unless 

the  seller  imderstood  the  buyer  to  stipulate  as  to  the  quality  of 

the  oats,  the  sale  was  good,  although  the  oats  were  in  fact  new, 

and  not  suitable  for  the  purpose  of  the  buyer  (/).     So,  also, 

on  the  other  hand,  where  a  sale  was  made  of  100  chests  of  tea 

out  of  a  specific  cargo  warranted  to  be  equal  to  a  sample  shown 

at  the  time  of  sale,  which  the  seller  then  believed  to  be,  but 

which  was  not  in  fact,  a  sample  of  the  cargo  ;  it  was  held  that 

he  had  no  right  to  avoid  the  contract  by  giving  notice  to  the 

buyer  of  the  mistake  respecting  the  sample  (gr), 

A  mistake  as  to  the  person  with  whom  the  contract  is  made  Mistake  as  to 
may  or  may  not  avoid  the  contract,  according  to  the  circum-  IJ^iJ^tfcwcoii- 
stances  of  the  case.  Where  the  consideration  of  the  person  with  ^''■^  **  ^^^ 
whom  a  man  thinks  he  is  contracting  does  not  at  all  enter  into 
the  contract,  and  he  would  have  been  equally  willing  to  make 
the  contract  with  any  person  whatever  as  with  him  with  whom 
he  thought  he  was  dealing,  a  mistake  of  identity  will  not 
prevent  the  formation  of  the  contract.  But  when  the  con- 
sideration of  the  person  with  whom  a  man  is  willing  to  contract 
enters  as  an  important  element  in  the  contract,  as  if  it  be  a  sale 
on  credit  where  the  solvency  of  the  buyer  is  the  chief  motive 
which  influences  the  assent  of  the  vendor,  or  where  a  purchaser 
buys  from  one  whom  he  supposes  to  be  his  debtor  and  against 
whom  he  would  have  the  right  of  set  off,  a  mistake  as  to  the 
person  dealt  with  prevents  the  contract  from  coming  into 
existence  for  want  of  assent  (h). 

Where  a  person  passes  himself  off  as  another  (i),  or  falsely 
represents  himself  as  agent  for  another  for  whom  he  professes  to 

(e)  SutUm  v.  Tm,ple,  12  M.  &  W.  (h)  Mitchell  v.  Lapage,  Holt,  N.  P. 

64,  per  Lord  Wensleydale.  253  ;  Boulton  v.  Jones,  2   H.  &  N. 

(/)  SmUh  V.  Hughesy  L.  R.  6  a  564  ;  SmM  v.  IVheatcroft,  9  Ch.  D. 

B.  597.  230 ;  Pothier,  Oblig.  19. 

(g)  Scott  V.  LUtUdale,  8  E.  &  B.  {%)  Hardman  v.  Booth,  1  H.  &  C. 

8 1 5.  803 ;  Cundy  v.  Lindsay,  3  App.  Ca.  468. 
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Chap.  I. 


Party  may  so 
conduct  himself 
as  to  appear  to 
accede  to  the 
tenns  of  the 
other  party. 


Mistake  of  one 
party  known  to 
the  other. 


buy  {k),  and  thus  obtaius  the  vendor  s  assent  to  a  sale  and  even 
a  delivery  of  goods,  the  whole  contract  is  void;  it  has  never 
come  into  existence,  for  the  vendor  never  assented  to  sell  to  the 
pei-son  thus  deceiving  him  (Z).  ^ 

When  the  mistake  is  that  of  one  party  alone,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  tlie  general  rule  of  law  is  that  whatever  a 
man's  real  intention  may  be,  if  he  so  conducts  himself  that  a 
reasonable  man  would  believe  that  he  was  assenting  to  the 
terms  proposed  by  the  other  party,  and  that  other  party,  on  that 
belief,  enters  into  a  contract  with  him,  the  party  thus  conduct- 
ing himself  would  be  equally  bound  as  if  he  had  intended  to 
agree  to  the  other  party's  terms  (m). 

When  the  mistake  of  one  party  to  a  contract  is  known  to  the 
other,  though  it  has  not  been  in  any  way  caused  by  him,  there 
may  be  cases  in  which  a  contract  between  them  founded  on  the 
mistake  would  be  void.  If,  for  example,  the  one  party  is 
ignorant  of  a  fact  materially  affecting  the  transaction,  and  the 
other  party  is  aware  of  his  ignorance,  and  knew  of  his  intention 
to  contract  only  with  reference  to  a  supposed  different  state  of 
facts,  he  is  precluded  from  denying  that  he  understood  the  con- 
tract in  the  same  sense  as  the  other,  namely,  as  conditional  on 
the  existence  of  the  supposed  state  of  facts.  So,  also,  if  a  con- 
tract be  entered  into  between  two  parties  for  the  sale  of  a  ship, 
and  the  vendor  knew  that  the  purchaser  had  a  different  ship  in 
his  mind  from  that  intended  by  the  vendor,  there  would  be  no 
contract,  for  by  the  rule  of  law  established  in  Freeman  v. 
Cooke  {n),  the  vendor  would  not  be  in  a  position  to  show  that 
he  had  been  induced  to  act  by  a  manifestation  of  the  buyer's 
intention  different  from  his  real  intention.  But  as  a  general 
rule  in  sales  the  vendor  and  purchaser  deal  at  arms'  length,  each 
relying  on  his  own  skill  and  knowledge,  and  each  at  liberty  to 
impose  conditions  or  exact  warranties  before  giving  assent,  and 
each  taking  upon  himself  all  risks  other  than  those  arising  from 
fraud  or  from  the  causes  against  which  he  has  fortified  himself 


(k)  Hiygons  v.    Burton,  26  L.   J. 
Exch.  342. 

(/)  Svjyra,  pp.  7,  8. 

(?«)  Krrewan   v.    Cookey    2    Exth. 


663  ;  Smith  v.  Hughes,  L.  R.  6  Q.  B. 
607,  per  Lord  Blackburn,  supra^  96. 
(h)  2  Exch.  654,  mpra,  p.  96. 
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hy  exacting  conditions   or  warranties.     So   that  even   if  the       ^*^P*  ^' 

vendor  should  know  that  the  buyer  was  purchasing,  for  instance, 

cotton  goods  submitted  to  his  inspection  in  the  mistaken  belief 

that  they  were  naade  of  linen,  or  if  the  purchaser  should  know 

that  the  vendor  was  selling  a  valuable  estate  under  the  mistaken 

belief  that  a  search  for  mines  under  it  had  proved  unsuccessful, 

neither  party  could  avoid  the  contract  under  the  supposed  error 

or  mistake.     The  exception  to  this  rule  exists  only  in  cases 

where  from  the  relation  between  the  parties  some  special  duty 

is  incumbent  on  the  one  to  make  full  and  candid  disclosure  of 

all  he  knows  on  the  subject  to  the  other  (o).     Thus,   when 

a  man  sold  oats  by  sample  without  any  other  representation 

as  to  their  quality,  and   the   buyer  in  reliance   on   his  own 

judgment  bought  them  for  old  oats  which  quality  only  would 

serve  his  purpose,  as  being  a  trainer  of  horses,  and  which  in  fact 

the  seller  knew  them  not  to  be,  it  was  held  that  the  mere 

passive  acquiescence  of  the  seller  in  the  self-deception  of  the 

buyer  did  not  entitle  the  latter  to  avoid  the  contract,  and  that 

there  was  no  legal  obligation  on  the  seller  to  inform  the  buyer 

that  he  was  under  a  mistake  not  induced  by  the  act  of  the  seller, 

and  that  there  was  no  common  understanding  that  the  sale  was 

for  old  oats  (oo).    But  it  was  said  (p)  by  Chief  Justice  Cockbum 

"  that  if  the  buyer  had  said  anything  which  showed  that  he  was 

not  acting  on  his  own  inspection  and  judgment,  but  assumed  as 

the  foundation  of  the  contract  that  the  oats  were  old,  the  silence 

of  the  seller  as  a  means  of  misleading  him  might  have  amounted 

to  a  fraudulent  concealment,  such  as  would  have  entitled  the 

buyer  to  avoid  the  contract." 

Where,  however,  on  a  sale  of  goods  by  sample,  the  purchaser 
is  aware  that  the  vendor  is  under  a  mistake  as  to  the  sample  he 
was  offering,  the  vendor  would  be  entitled  to  say  that  he  had  not 
intended  to  enter  into  the  contract  by  which  the  purchaser 
sought  to  bind  him  {q). 

When  one  of  the  paities  tx)  a  transaction  is  aware  of  a  mis- 


(o)  Benjamin  on  Sale,  374.  (p)  lb. 

(oo)  Smith  V.  Hxvghe^y  L.  R.  6  Q.         (q)  lb.,  per  Hannen,  J. 
B.  597. 


the  agreement. 
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Chap.  L  take  of  the  other  in  a  matter  materially  inducing  it,  relief  may 
be  had  in  equity  even  though  no  fiduciary  relation  appear  to 
subsist  between  the  parties,  where,  under  the  special  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  it  appears  inequitable  that  the  one  party 
should  hold  the  other  to  the  engagement  (r).  Relief  accordingly 
was  given  where  an  instrument  had  been  delivered  up  under  the 
ignorance  of  one  party  and  with  the  knowledge  of  the  other  as 
to  a  fact  upon  which  the  rights  attached  (s). 
Mistake  of  one  ^^  ^he  mistake  is  in  the  expression  of  the  agreement,  one  of 
party  known^  *^®  parties  Cannot  in  equity  hold  the  other  bound  to  an  exprea- 
exprcasion  of      siou  of  intoution  which  he  knew  to  be  not  in  accordance  with 

his  real  intention  (t).  Where,  for  instance,  a  man  supposes  that 
he  has  entered  into  a  contract  for  a  lease  at  one  rent,  and  it 
turns  out  that  the  rent  specified  in  the  agreement  is  of  a  differ- 
ent amount,  the  contract  will  be  set  aside,  unless  the  party 
against  whom  relief  is  sought  shall  agree  to  accept  the  rent 
which  he  knew  it  was  the  intention  of  the  plaintiff  to  give  (u). 
So,  also,  where  in  a  conveyance  of  messuages,  the  plan  on  the 
deed  comprised  a  piece  of  land  not  intended  by  the  vendor  to 
be  included,  a  decree  was  made  to  vary  the  deed,  an  option 
being  given  to  the  purchaser  to  have  his  contract  annulled  {x). 

If  t)]e  mistake  of  the  one  party  in  expressing  the  agreement 
be  known  to  the  other  party  at  the  time,  it  may  be  available 
even  at  common  law  in  avoidance  uf  the  apparent  contract,  so 
long  as  the  evidence  remains  open  and  is  not  excluded  by  a 
written  contract,  for,  as  a  general  rule,  a  party  cannot  hold  the 
other  to  an  expression  of  terms  which  he  knows  at  the  time  are 
agreed  to  under  a  mistake  and  not  in  accordance  with  the  real 
intention  (y).  The  doctrine  has  been  stated  as  follows  by  Mr. 
Justice  Hannen  in  Smith  v.  Htighea  (z) :  "  The  promisor  is  not 
bound  to  fulfil  a  promise  in  a  sense  in  which  the  promisee 

(r)  East  India  Co.  v.   Donald,  9  9  Eq.  80. 

Ves.  276.  {x)  Harris  v.  Pepperell,  5  Eq.   1, 

(«)  lb.  See  Voting  v.  Halahan,  1.  R.  9  Eq. 

(0  Garrard  v.  Fraiikel^  30  Beav.  80. 

445.  (y)  Leake  on  Contracts,  317. 

(u)  lb.     See  W(rrdey  v.  Frank,  11  («)  L.  R.  6  Q.  B.  610. 
L.  T.  392  ;  Yomuj  v.  Nalahnn,  I.  R. 
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knew  at  the  time  the  promisor  did  not  intend  it ;  and  in  con-  Q^^P-  ^ 
sidering  the  question  in  what  sense  a  promisee  is  entitled  to 
enforce  the  promise,  it  matters  not  in  what  way  the  knowledge 
of  the  meaning  in  which  the  promisor  made  it  is  brought  to 
the  mind  of  the  promisee,  whether  by  express  words,  or  by  con- 
duct, or  by  previous  dealings,  or  by  other  circumstances.  If  by 
any  means  he  knows  that  there  was  no  real  agreement  between 
him  and  the  promisor,  he  is  not  entitled  to  insist  that  the  pro- 
mise shall  be  fulfilled  in  a  sense  to  which  the  mind  of  the 
promisor  did  not  assent."  ^ 

If  the  other  party  to  the  contract  has  caused  the  mistake,  Mistake  caused 
diflFerent  considerations  arise  according  to  the  circumstances  of  ^J^^"*^'^^^" 
the  case.    If  he  has  caused  the  mistake  by  misrepresentation 
intentionally  and  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  the  contract,  it  is 
a  fraud,  and  the  contract  may  be  avoided  on  that  ground  (a). 

In  Torrance  v.  Bolton  (6),  it  was  held  that  where  a  bidder  at 
an  auction  was  misled  by  the  particulars  advertised,  as  to  the 
property  exposed  for  sale^  and  being  deaf  did  not  hear  the  con- 
ditions read  out  at  the  sale  in  which  the  property  was  stated  to 
be  subject  to  mortgages,  he  was  not  bound  by  the  contract  made 
by  mistake  under  such  misleading  paiticulars,  which  had  induced 
him  to  believe  he  was  buying  the  absolute  reversion  of  the  free- 
hold and  not  an  equity  of  redemption.  No  fraud  was  shown, 
but  the  Court  said  that  the  description  was  "  improper,  insuffi- 
cient, and  not  very  fair."  So,  also,  in  Avdrew  v.  Aitken  (c), 
when  a  vendor  by  his  assent  to  the  assumption  of  the  pur- 
chaser that  the  property,  the  subject  of  the  contract,  was  not 
subject  to  any  restrictive  agreement,  whereas  in  fact  it  was  so 
subject,  the  transaction  was  set  aside  on  the  ground  of  mistake 
induced  by  the  vendor. 

If  he  has  caused  the  mistake  unintentionally,  and  with  an  Mistake  caused 
honest  belief  in  the  truth  of  his  representation,  the  contract  is  '^'^*«'**^<^"*"y- 
in  general  absolute,  and  independent  of  any  mistake   or  er- 
roneous supposition  respecting  the  qualities  and  accidents  of 
the  article,  if  the  specific  article  be  accurately  identified  in  sub- 

(a)  Supra,  pp.  15,  16.  (c)  22  Ch.  D.  218. 

(h)  8  Ch.  118. 
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^'^P-  ^-       stance,  and  be  not  so  dififerent  in  substance  from  what  it  was 
represented  to  be  as  to  constitute  a  failure  of  consideration  (c2). 

For  example,  where  a  horse  is  bought  under  the  belief  that  it 
is  sound,  if  the  sale  was  induced  by  an  honest  misrepresentation 
as  to  its  soundness,  though  it  may  be  clear  that  both  vendor 
and  purchaser  thought  they  were  dealing  about  a  sound  horse 
and  were  in  error,  yet  the  purchaser  must  pay  the  whole  price 
unless  there  was  a  warranty,  and  even  if  there  was  a  warranty 
he  cannot  return  the  horse  and  claim  back  the  whole  price, 
^  unless  there  was  a  condition  to  that  effect  in  the  contract  (e). 

Where  accordingly  new  shares  were  offered  by  a  company  and 
accepted,  under  the  supposition  that  the  company  had  obtained 
a  contract  that  required  an  extension  of  their  business,  and  in 
fact  the  supposed  contract  proved  to  be  invalid,  it  was  held  that 
the  contract  to  take  the  shares  was  absolute  and  not  condi- 
tional upon  the  validity  of  the  supposed  contract,  for  that  the 
mistake  did  not  affect  the  substance  or  validity  of  the  shares 
actually  contracted  for  and  accepted,  nor  did  it'  constitute  a 
failure  of  consideration  (/). 
No  specific  per-  If  ^  P^rty  to  the  contract  has  caused  the  mistake  of  the  other 
formance  at  suit  party  to  the  contract  by  negligence  of  himself  or  his  agent,  or 
has  caused  the  in  any  manner  for  which  he  may  be  responsible,  although  unin- 
tentionally and  without  any  fraudulent  intention,  he  cannot  have 
specific  performance.  Where,  for  example,  on  a  sale  by  auction 
the  plan  annexed  to  the  particulars  of  the  property  showed  a 
shrubbery  on  the  western  boundary,  and  the  defendant,  going  to 
inspect  the  property  before  the  sale  with  the  plan  in  his  hand, 
found  on  the  western  side  a  belt  of  shrubs  with  an  iron  fence 
outside  enclosing  three  ornamental  trees,  and  he  then  bought 
the  property,  believing  that  the  fence  was  the  boundary,  but  the 
real  boundary  was  a  line  of  shrubs  within  the  shrubbery  and 
did  enclose  the  trees,  the  Court  held  the  mistake  was  increased 
at  least  by  crassa  negligentia  on  the  part  of  the  vendor,  and 
dismissed  the  bill  for  specific  performance  (g).     So,  also,  where 


((I)  Supra,  pp.  19—21.  L.  R.  2  Q.  B.  587,  supra^  p.  20. 

(f)  Supra,  T^.  18.  {g)  Denny  v.  Hancock,  6  Ci.  1. 

(/)  Kmnedij  v.  Panama,  dc,  G)., 


mistake. 
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land  was  put  up  for  sale  according  to  a  plan  annexed  to  the  c;hap.  I. 
particulars  of  sale  and  subject  to  a  condition  that  no  public 
house  should  be  built  upon  the  estate  ;  and  a  purchaser  bought, 
supposing  the  plan  to  represent  the  whole  estate,  but  it  omitted 
to  point  out  a  plot  reserved  by  the  vendor  for  the  building  of  a 
public  house ;  it  was  held  that  as  the  plan  contributed  to  the 
mistake  of  the  purchaser,  the  vendor  must  either  admit  the 
restrictive  condition  to  extend  to  the  plot  reserved,  or  must 
have  his  bill  for  specific  performance  dismissed,  and  in  either 
case  must  pay  the  costs  of  the  purchaser  (h).  Nor  will  specific 
performance  be  enforced  against  a  purchaser  where  the  condi- 
tions of  sale  are  misleading  and  erroneous  (i).  But  when  a 
man  bought  a  house  described  as  39,  Regency  Square,  Brighton, 
without  any  previous  inspection  or  enquiry  about  the  situation, 
it  was  held  that  he  could  not  afterwards  object  to  complete  the 
sale  upon  the  ground  of  having  been  mistaken  in  the  situation 
of  the  house,  which  stood,  not  in  the  square,  but  in  the  adjoining 
street,  and  he  was  compelled  to  take  the  house  that  was  in  fact 
known  and  identified  by  that  name  and  description  (f). 

By  the  general  rule  of  the  common  law,  if  there  be  a  contract  Parol  evidence 

,.,,         T  1         i».  •<•  11         •!  •  ^  adraiflsible  in 

which  has  been  reduced  mto  writing,  verbal  evidence  is  not  equity  in  caaoe 
allowed  to  be  given  of  what  passed  betw^een  the  parties,  either  ®'  ™i***^e- 
before  the  written  instrument  was  made,  or  during  the  time  it 
was  in  a  state  of  preparation,  so  as  to  add  or  subtract  from,  or 
in  any  manner  to  vary  or  qualify  the  written  contract  (k).  A 
Court  of  equity,  however,  admits  such  evidence,  whether  the 
purpose  of  the  action  be  to  rectify  or  rescind  an  agreement  (Q. 
Parol  evidence  is  admitted,  not  to  contradict  the  form  of  the 
agreement,  which  cannpt  be  allowed,  but  to  prove  a  mistake 
therein  which  cannot  otherwise  be  proved  (m).  But  the  Court 
will  not  act  upon  such  evidence,  unless  the  proof  be  clear  and 
conclusive.     In  all  cases  where  such  evidence  is  given,  great  at- 

(h)  Baskcomb  v.  Beckunth,  8  Eq.  738. 

100.     See  Andrew  v.  Aitken,  22  Ch.  (k)  Goes  v.  Lord  Nitgent,  5  B.  & 

D.  218,  mipra,  p.  489.  Ad.  58. 

(»)  Harnett  v.  Baker,  20  Eq.  50  ;  (0  BmtUy  v.  Mackay,  4  D.  F.  &  J. 

Jonen  V.  Rimmer,  14  Ch.  D.  592,2>er  279  ;  Garrard  v.  Frankel,  30  Beav. 

J  easel,  M.  R.  451. 

( j)  jyiiite  V.    Bra'lsha(i.\   IH   Jur.  {m)  Baker  v.  Paine,  1  Ves.  457. 
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Cli^p-  ^'      tention  will  be  paid  to  what  is  stated  by  the  other  party  to  the 
instrument  (n). 
Miatake  of  fact        The  mistake  may  be  common  to  both  parties  to  a  ti*ansaction, 
oMMDon  to  both  ^^j  ^^^  consist  either  in  the  expression  of  their  agreement,  or 

in  some  matter  inducing  or  inJBuencing  the  agreement,  or  in 
some  matter  to  which  the  agreement  is  to  be  applied. 

The  rule  at  law  is  that  an  agreement  cannot  be  varied  by 
external  evidence,  and  that  the  parties  are  bound  by  the  docu- 
ment, which  they  have  signed  and  accepted  as  their  agree- 
ment (o),  unless  there  be  error  on  the  face  of  it  so  obvious  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  of  the  intension  of  the  parties,  without  the 
assistance  of  external  evidence, 
j^^        .  If  the  parties  have  expressed   themselves  in  language   so 

of  agreement      vague  and  unintelligible  that  the  Court  finds  it  impossible  to 

affix  a  definite  meaning  to  their  agreement,  it  cannot  take 
effect  and  is  void  (p).  So,  also,  if  there  be  on  the  face  of  the 
instrument  what  is  called  a  patent  ambiguity,  that  is,  a  doubt 
or  uncertainty  appearing  in  the  terms  of  the  agreement  as  ex- 
pressed by  themselves,  it  cannot  be  altered  or  explained  by 
extrinsic  evidence  ;  and  if  it  is  incapable  of  a  rational  interpre- 
tation, the  agreement  at  least  to  the  extent  of  the  ambiguity  is 
necessarily  void  (q). 

Where  the  mistake  in  the  expression  of  a  written  contract  is 
obvious  upon  the  face  of  the  instniment  so  as  to  leave  no  doubt 
of  the  intention  of  the  parties  without  extrinsic  evidence  to 
explain  it,  the  mistake  Ls  corrected  as  a  mere  matter  of  con- 
stniction,  and  the  contract  is  construed  in  accordance  with  the 
obvious  intention,  both  at  law  and  in  equity  (r).  Where,  for 
example,  a  bond  was  drawn  binding  the- obligor  in  7700,  without 
adding  any  denomination,  and  the  condition  was  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of pounds  sterling,  the  Court  supplied  the 

word  "pounds"  in  the  bond («).     So,  also,  a  bond  conditioned  to 

(n)  Bentley  v.  Mackay,  4  D.  F.  &  (g)  See  Coles  v.  Hidme,  8  B.  &  C. 

J.  279  ;  M'Kenzie  v.  CouUon,  8  Eq.  568  ;  Alder  y,  Boyle,  4  C.  R  636. 

376  ;  Blomrwr  v.  Shiitle,  13  Eq.  429,  (r)  See  10  Co.   133  a.  ;  Oshome't 

infra,  p.  500.  Caee,  Birdie  Trust,  3  Ch.  D.  214  ; 

(o)  Hitchin  v.  Groorriy  6  C.  B.  515.  Burchell  v.  Clark,  2  C.  P.  D.  88. 

(p)  GiUhing  v.  Llynn,  2  B.  &  Ad.  («)  Coles  v.  Hulme,  6  B.  &  C.  568. 

232.  See  Phipps  v.  Tanner,  6  C.  &  P.  488. 
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pay  instalments  until  the  full  sum  of  "  one  pounds "  should  be       Chap.  I. 

paid,  was  construed,  according  to  the  context,  to  mean  "  one 

hundred  pounds"  (t).     So,  also,  where  the  condition  of  a  bond 

was  expressed  to  be  that  in  the  events  specified  "  the  condition  " 

of  this  obligation,  instead  of  "this  obligation"  to  be  void,  the 

phrase  was  read  as  corrected  (u).     So  where  the  condition  of  a 

bond  was  written  that  it  should  be  void  if  the  obligee  did  "  not" 

pay,  the  Court  read  the  bond  without  the  word  "  not "  (x).     So, 

also,  a  promissory  note,  dated  1st  January,  1854,  payable  two 

months  after  date,  and  bearing  a  contemporaneous  memorandum 

by  the  drawer  that  it  was  due  1st  March,  1855,  was  read  with 

the  date  corrected  to   1st  January,  1855,   on   which   day  it 

appeared  by  the  evidence  to  have  been  made  (y).     So  where  a 

date  1806  was  obviously  written  by  mistake  for  1876  (z).     So, 

also,  where  in  a  series  of  deeds  relating  to  the  same  transaction, 

^1,200  was  in  one  instance  written  instead  of  j91,400,  the  Court 

read  it  correctly  without  a  suit  to  rectify  the  mistake  (a). 

So,  also,  where  in  a  submission  to  arbitration  the  words  "  shall 
appoint "  were  obviously  omitted  in  giving  time  to  enlarge  the 
time  for  the  award,  these  words  were  read  as  supplied  (6)  ;  and 
in  a  marriage  settlement  of  real  estate,  in  which  the  word 
"  heirs  *'  had  been  obviously  omitted  throughout^  the  deed  was 
rectified  by  sup'plying  that  word  wherever  it  was  necessary  for 
the  limitation  of  the  intended  estates  (c).  So,  also,  an  omitted 
life  estate  {d),  and  a  clause  giving  to  children  of  one  daughter 
an  interest  similar  to  that  given  to  children  of  other  daugh- 
ters (e),  has  been  supplied  by  reference  to  the  context. 

Where  it  is  manifest  upon  the  face  of  an  instrument  that  one 
name  has  been  written  in  mistake  for  another,  the  Court  will 

(t)  Waugh  v.   BvsseU,  6  Taunt  538. 

707.  (a)  Scholefield    v.    Lockwood,   32 

(«)  MauUverer  v.  Hawxhy,  2  WilL  Beav.  436. 

Saund.  78,  the  words  might  be  re-  (6)  Kirk  v.  Untnn,  20  L.  J.  Exch. 

jected  as  eurpluBage  ;  ib.    See -4 wry  345. 

V.  TFhite,  1  Lord  Raym.  38.  (c)  Bird's  Trusts,  3  Ch.  D.  214. 

(z)  Wilson  V.  Wilson,  5  H.  L.  67,  (d)  Greenwood  v.  Greenwood,  5  Ch. 

per  Lord  St.  Leonards.  D.  955. 

(y)  Fitch  v.  Jones,  5  E.  &  B.  23a  («)  Redfem  v.  Bryning,  6  Ch.  D. 

(z)  La-mb  v.  Bruce,  45  L.  J.  Q.  B.  133. 
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read  the  instrument  with  the  mistake  corrected  (/).  So  where 
the  name  of  the  grantor  waa  omitted  in  the  operative  part  of  a 
deed,  or  where  the  name  of  the  obligee  was  omitted  in  a  bond, 
it  was  supplied  from  the  other  parts  of  the  instrument  (g). 

So  the  Court  may  presume  from  the  mere  inspection  of  a 
settlement  that  words  which,  though  they  make  sense,  give  a 
result  which  is  unreasonable  and  repugnant  to  the  general 
intention  and  to  the  usual  frame  of  such  instruments,  were 
inserted  by  mistake  (h). 

However  general  the  words  of  a  covenant  may  be,  if  standing 
alone,  yet  if,  from  other  covenants  in  the  same  deed,  it  is  plainly 
and  irresistibly  to  be  inferred  that  the  party  could  not  have 
intended  to  use  the  words  in  the  general  sense  which  they  import, 
the  Court  will  limit  the  operation  of  the  general  words  (i). 

Similarly  the  eflfect  of  general  words  of  conveyance  is  con- 
fined to  property  of  the  same  kind  with  that  which  has  been 
specifically  described  and  conveyed  (fc).  Where  there  is  a 
specific  description  of  a  particular  kind  of  property  followed  by 
words  which  primd  facie  would  be  sufficient  to  include  other 
property  of  the  same  kind,  it  has  been  held  that  those  words 
do  not  include  the  property  not  specifically  described  on  the 
principle  expressio  unius  eat  eocclu&io  alteriua  {%), 

A  lease  after  covenants  of  the  lessee  to  pay  rent,  and  not  to 
assign  without  licence,  provided  for  a  right  of  re-entry  by  the 
lessor,  if  any  of  the  covenants  "  hereinafter  contained ,"  on  the 
part  of  the  lessee  should  be  broken.  There  were  no  covenants 
thereinafter  contained  on  the  part  of  the  lessee ;  the  Court  in 
construing  the  lease  refused  to  reject  the  words  "  hereinafter 
contained  "  (m). 


(/)  ^Py^  V.  Tophaffi,  3  East,  115; 
Queen  v.  WooldaJUy  6  Q.  B.  563; 
Wilson  V.  WiUoriy  5  H.  L.  66,  per 
Lord  St.  Leonards. 

(g)  Langdon  v.  Goole,  3  Lev.  21  ; 
Lwd  Say  db  SeU'i  Casey  10  Mod.  46  ; 
Dent  V.  Clayton,  33  L.  J.  Ch.  503. 
See  Y(mng  v.  Smith,  1  Eq.  183. 

(h)  De  la  Touche's  Settlement,  10 
Eq.  603. 


(t)  He8$e  V.  Stevenson,  3  B.  &  P. 
674. 

(k)  Rooke  V.  Kensington,  2  K.  &  J. 
77L 

(0  Denn  v.  Wilford,  8  Dow.  &  Ry. 
549. 

(m)  Doe  V.  Godwin,  4  M.  &  S.  265. 
Though  it  was  plain  there  was  a 
mistake  somewhere,  it  was  not  certain 
whether  it  was  in  the  insertion  of 
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Upon  this  principle,  where  an  obvious  mistake  appears  in  Ohap.  I. 
applying  the  contract  to  the  facts,  the  instrument  will  be  con- 
strued and  applied  according  to  the  manifest  intention  of  the 
parties  (n) ;  as  where  an  agreement  dated  24th  October,  referred 
to  a  bill  of  exchange  "  payable  at  three  months  from  this  date/' 
and  it  appeared  that  the  only  bill  applicable  was  dated  25th 
October,  it  was  held  that  the  bill  was  sufficiently  identified  and 
referred  to  (o). 

So  where  a  lease  was  executed  for  a  term  stated  in  the 
habcTidum  to  be  for  ninety-four  yeara,  and  the  reddendv/m 
stated  the  rent  to  be  payable  "  during  the  said  term  of  ninety-one 
years  hereby  demised,**  and  the  counterpart  of  the  lease  stated 
the  term  in  the  Aabenrfi^m  to  be  ninety-one  years ;  the  Court 
construed  the  documents  together  as  intending  a  lease  for 
ninety-one  years  only,  so  as  to  entitle  the  lessor  to  recover 
possession  against  an  assignee  of  the  lessee,  who  claimed  to  hold 
under  the  lease  for  a  term  of  ninety-one  years  (Z). 

So,  also,  in  construing  an  Act  of  Parliament,  a  word  that 
makes  a  passage  unintelligible  may  be  altogether  struck  out  (g). 

The  defence  that  the  contract  sought  to  be  enforced  is  not  in  No  specific  per- 

,  fonnanoe  of  an 

conformity  with  the  real  agreement  between  the  parties,  but  agreement  incor- 
has  been  drawn  up  incorrectly  by  mistake,  may  be  set  up  by  ^pt  o^^rma. 
parol  evidence  in  answer  to  an  action  for  specific  perform- 
ance (r).  If  the  defendant  can  show  that  the  instrument  does 
not  represent  the  real  agreement  between  the  parties,  the 
plaintiff  cannot  have  specific  performance,  unless  he  consent  to 
the  variation  as  set  up  by  the  defendant.  If  the  plaintiff  will 
not  accept  specific  performance  with  the  variation  as  set  up  and 
proved  by  the  defendant,  his  action  will  be  dismissed  {s) ;  and 


these  words,  or  in  the  omisBion  of  (r)  Joynes  v.  Stathamy  3  Atk.  388  ; 

the  Bubeequent  covenants,     lb,,  per  Garrard    v.    GrMing^  2  Sw.   244; 

Bayley,  J.  Lord  Gordon  v.  Marquis  of  Hertford^ 

(n)  Leake  on  Contracts,  329.  2  Madd.  106. 

(o)  Way  V.  HearrUy  13  C.  B.  N.  S.  («)  Joynes  v.  Statham,  3  Atk.  388  ; 

292.  Clarke  v.  Grant,  14  Yes.  519  ;  RaTns- 

(p)  Burchell  v.  Clarkey  2  0.  P.  D.  .  hotUm  v.  Gosden,  1  V.  &  B.   165  ; 

88.  London    and   Birmingham  Railway 

(q)  Stone  v,  Yeovil,  1  C.  P.  D.  691.  Co.  v.  Winter,  Cr.  &  Ph.  57  ;  Martin 
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agreement  on 
the  ground  of 
mistake. 


specific  performance  of  the  agreement,  with  the  variation 
proved,  may  be  decreed  at  the  instance  of  the  defendant  without 
a  cross  action  (t).  Although  a  defendant  may  show  by  parol 
that  the  written  instrument  does  not  represent  the  contract 
between  the  parties,  a  plaintiff  cannot  have  a  decree  for  specific 
performance  of  a  written  contract  with  a  variation  upoL  parol 
evidence,  for  the  Statute  of  Frauds  is  a  bar  to  the  relief  (u). 
Parol  evidence  is  admissible  on  the  part  of  the  party  resisting 
specific  performance,  not  to  vary  the  terms  of  the  agrpement, 
but  to  show  that  it  is  unconscientious  in  the  plaintiff  to  seek 
specific  perfoi'mance,  without  submitting  to  the  variation  set  up 
and  proved  by  the  other  (x). 

If  parties  enter  into  an  agreement,  but  there  is  an  error  in 
the  reduction  of  the  agreement  into  writing,  so  that  the  written 
instrument  fails  through  some  mistake  of  the  draftsman,  either 
in  matter  of  law  (y)  or  of  fact,  to  represent  the  real  agreement 
of  the  parties,  or  omits  or  contains  terms  or  stipulations  contraiy 
to  the  common  intention  of  the  parties,  a  court  of  equity  will 
correct  and  reform  the  instrument,  so  as  to  make  it  conformable 
to  the  real  intent  of  the  parties  (z).  So,  also,  if  a  conveyance, 
executed  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  and  executing  an 
agreement,  should  by  mistake  give  the  purchaser  less  than  the 
agreement  entitled  him  to,  he  may  call  on  the  Court  to  rectify 
the  defective  conveyance,  and  give  him  all  that  the  agreement 
comprehended  (a).     The  principle  upon  which  the  Court  acts 


V.  PycTofi,  2  D.  M.  &G.  785  ;  FaWm 
V.  Robins,  16  Ir.  Ch.  428 ;  ^ith  v. 
JFheatcroft,  9  Ch.  D.  223. 

(0  Fife  V.  Clayton,  13  Ves.  646. 

(w)  Woollam  v.  Heam,  7  Ves. 
211 ;  Clvnan  v.  Cooke,  1  Sch.&  Lef. 
22,  39  ;  Squire  v.  Campbell,  1  M.  & 
C.  459,  480,  per  Lord  Cottenham ; 
AU,'Gm.  V.  SUwell,  1  Y.  &  C.  559  ; 
Davies  v.  Fitt(m,  2  Dr.  &  War.  225  ; 
Manser  v.  Back,  6  Ha.  443,  447  ; 
Wilson  V.  Wilson,  5  H.  L.  65,  per 
Lord  St.  Leonards  ;  but  see  Fry  on 
Specific  Performance,  350 — 353. 

(x)  Clowes  V.  Higginson,  1  V.  &  B. 


524. 

(y)  Wake  v.  Harrop,  1  H.  &  C. 
202. 

(z)  Beaumont  v.  Bramley,  T.  &  R. 
41  ;  Ashhurst  v.  MiU,  7  Ha.  502  ; 
Murray  v.  Parker,  19  Beav.  308 ; 
Malmesbvry  y.  Malm^edniry,  31  Beav. 
407 ;  Scholefield  v.  Lockwood,  32  Beav. 
436,  33  L.  J.  Ch.  106  ;  Druiff  v. 
Parker,  5  Eq.  137  ;  Be  la  Toudu^s 
SettUment,  10  Eq.  600 ;  Cogan  v. 
Duffield,  20  Eq.  789;  Re  BinTs 
Trust,  3  Ch.  D.  214 ;  Welman  v. 
Welm/in,  15  Ch.  D.  570. 

(a)  Monro  v.  Taylor,  3  Mac  &  Q, 
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in  correcting  instruments,  is,  that  the  parties  are  to  be  placed  Chap- ^-  „ 
in  the  same  situation  as  they  would  have  stood  in,  if  the  error 
to  be  corrected  had  not  been  committed.  When  a  deed  as 
drawn  up  goes  beyond  the  instructions  and  intention  of  the 
parties,  it  will  be  rectified  (6).  The  fact  that  a  provision  in- 
serted in  a  settlement  {e.g.,  a  restraint  on  anticipation  of  the 
income  of  the  wife's  property)  is  in  itself  usual,  and  is  generally 
considered  proper,  is  not  a  ground  for  the  Court  to  refuse  to 
strike  it  out  where  its  insertion  is  shown  to  have  been  contrary 
to  the  desire  of  the  parties  and  the  instructions  given  by 
them  (o).  Belief  upon  a  defective  instrument  is  the  more 
readily  afforded,  when  the  party  to  be  charged  thereon  is  him- 
self the  person  who  prepared  or  perfected  it  (cQ.  The  fact, 
however,  that  the  defective  instrument  may  have  been  drawn 
up  by  the  party  seeking  relief  is  immaterial,  if  a  proper  case 
be  made  out  (e).  It  is,  moreover,  immaterial  to  the  exercise  of 
the  jurisdiction  that  the  instrument  sought  to  be  rectified  was 
made  under  an  order  of  the  Court  (/). 

A  person,  however,  who  seeks  to  rectify  an  instrument,  on 
the  ground  of  mistake,  must  be  able  to  prove  not  only  that  there 
has  been  a  mistake,  but  must  be  able  to  show  exactly  and 
precisely  the  form  to  which  the  deed  ought  to  be  brought,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  set  right,  according  to  what  was  really 
intended,  and  must  be  able  to  establish  in  the  clearest  and 
most  satisfactory  manner,  that  the  alleged  intention  of  the 
parties  to  which  he  desires  to  make  it  comformable,  continued 
concurrently  in  the  minds  of  all  parties  down  to  the  time  of  its 
execution.  The  evidence  must  be  such  as  to  leave  no  fair  and 
reasonable  doubt  upon  the  mind  that  the  deed  does  not  em- 
body the  final  intention  of  the  parties  {g).     If,  upon  a  personal 

718  ;  LeuJty  v.  Billas,  2  D.  &  J.  120,  218. 

4  Jur.  N.  S.  1167  ;  WhiU  v.  WkiU,         (/)  Smilh  v.  Ilijfe,  20  Eq.  666. 
15  £q.  249.  {g)  Lord  Townthend  v.  Stangroom^ 

-    (6)  Walker  v.  Armstrong,  8  D.  M.  6  Vee.  334  ;  Becmmont  v.  Bra/ndey^ 

&  G.  644.  T.  &  R.  41,  60 ;  Marqais  of  Breadal- 

(c)  Torre  v.  Torre,  I  Sm.  &G.  518.  hane  v.  Marquis  of  ChandoSy  2  M.  & 

(d)  ExparU  Wright,  19  Vea.  267  ;  C.  740  ;  RooJce  v.  Lord  Kensington,  2 
Collett  V.  M&rrison,  9  Ha.  176.  K.  &  J.  764  ;  Fmder  v.  Fowler,  4  D. 

(e)  Ball  V.   Starie,  1  Sim.  &  St  &  J.  265  ;  Earl  of  Bradford  v.  Earl 

K   K 
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agreement  for  a  life  assnrance,  a  policy  be  drawn  by  the  insur- 
ance office  in  a  form  which  differs  fix>m  the  terms  of  the  agree- 
ment, and  varies  the  rights  of  the  parties  assured,  equity  will 
interfere  and  deal  with  the  case  on  the  footing  of  the  agreement, 
and  not  on  that  of  the  policy  Qi).    If  it  appear  that  there  was  a 
change  of  intention,  by  which  the  circumstance  that  the  instru- 
ment does  not  follow  the  terms  of  the  original  contract  might 
be  explained,  there  can  be  no  rectification  (^) ;   so  also  if  it 
appear  that  the  parties  took    different   views   of  what  was 
intended,  there  would  be  no  contract  between  them   which 
could  be  carried  into  effect  by  rectifying  the  instrument  (&). 
There  can  be  no  rectification,  if  the  mistake  be  not  mutual  or 
common  to  all  parties  to  the  instrument  (Q,  or  if  one  of  the 
parties  knew  of  the  mistake  at  the  time  he  executed  the  deed. 
Where  one  party  only  has  been  under  a  mistake,  while  the 
other,  without  fraud,  knew  what  the  character  of  the  deed 
was,  and  intended  that  it  should  be,  the  Court  cannot  interfere, 
for  otherwise  it  would  be  forcing  on  the  latter  a  contract  he 
never  entered  into,  or  depriving  him  of  a  benefit  he  had  bond 
fide  acquired  by  an  executed  deed.     Rectification  can  only  be 
had  where  both  parties  have  executed  an  instrument  under  a 
common  mistake,  and  have   done  what   neither  of  them  in- 
tended (m).      A  mistake   on  one   side  may  be  a  ground  for 
rescinding,  but    not    for   correcting   or   rectifying  an  agree- 
ment (n). 

In  a  case  where  the  plaintiff  negotiated  tl^  terms  of  an 
insurance  upon  the  life  of  a  person  with  the  agent  of  a  company, 
but  a  mistake  was  made  in  drawing  up  the  terms  of  the  result- 
ing proposal,  which  was  forwarded  to  the  company;  and  the 


of  Bovnney,  30  Beav.  431 ;  Bentley  v. 
Mackay,  4  D.  F.  &  J.  279  j  SelU  v. 
SelUy  1  Dr.  &  Sm.  42 ;  M'Kewtie  v. 
(huUonf  8  Eq.  376. 

(h)  CoUeU  V.  Morrisoriy  9  Ha.  162. 

{%)  Marquis  of  Breadalbaney,  Mar- 
quU  of  Oumdoiy  2  M.  &  0.  740. 

(k)  Bmtley  v.  Mackay,  4  D.  F.  & 
J.  279. 

(Z)  Rooke  V.  Lord  Kennngton,  2  K. 


&  J.  763  ;  Fowler  v.  Fowler^  4  D.  & 
J.  266  ;  SeUs  v.  SeUs,  1  Dr.  &  Sm. 
42 ;  Re  Walsh,  16  W.  R.  1117. 

(m)  Eaion  v.  Bennett,  34  Beav. 
196  ;  FaUon  v.  Robins,  16  Ir.  Ch. 
422. 

(n)  Mortimer  v.  ShortaU,  2  Dr.  & 
War.  372 ;  Fowler  v.  Fowler  4  D.  & 
J.  266  ;  12e  Waish,  16  W.  R.  1117. 
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proposal  in  the  terms  sent  was  accepted  by  the  company,  and       Chap- 1- 

the  poKcy  was  granted  accordingly  ;  and  the  person  aftei*wards 
died  under  circumstances  which,  in  consequence  of  the  mistake, 
were  not  within  the  policy ;  the  Court  refused  to  rectify  the 
policy  according  to  the  intention  of  the  insured,  as  there  was 
no  mistake  on  the  pai*t  of  the  company  in  granting  it  (o).  So, 
also^  where  an  underwriter  had  executed  a  policy  of  insurance 
upon  a  cargo  in  general  terms,  it  was  held,  upon  an  application 
by  him  to  rectify  the  policy,  that  it  was  not  competent  for  him 
to  allege  that  the  words  '*  free  of  particular  average,"  inserted 
in  the  slip,  had  been  omitted  by  mistake  in  the  policy,  the 
insured  denying  that  he  intended  or  would  have  accepted  a 
policy  on  such  terms,  and  the  slip  being  held  to  be  a  mere 
matter  of  preliminaiy  negotiation,  and  that  the  policy  was  valid 
as  it  stood  (oo).  In  a  case  where  in  a  conveyance  of  land,  a 
reservation  of  minerals  to  the  vendor  was  inserted  by  a  mistake, 
common  to  both  parties,  as  the  purchaser  alleged,  though  denied 
by  the  vendor  in  his  answer,  who  died  before  cross-examination, 
the  Court,  being  of  opinion  that  the  mistake  was,  as  the  pur- 
chaser alleged,  common  to  both  parties,  gave  the  representatives 
of  the  vendor  the  option  to  have  the  conveyance  rectified,  or  to 
have  the  whole  transaction  set  aside,  and  ordered  that  in  the 
event  of  the  purchaser  not  choosing  to  have  the  transaction  set 
aside,  the  action  should  be  dismissed  without  costs  (p). 

In  Harris  v.  Pepperell  (q).  Lord  Romilly,  M.K,  said  that  the 
rule  that  the  Qourt  will  not  rectify  an  instrument  on  the  ground 
of  mistake,  except  the  mistake  be  mutual^  is  liable  to  an  excep- 
tion in  a  case  between  vendor  and  purchaser.  But  the  distinc- 
tion is  not  supported  by  the  authorities,  and  does  not  seem 
sound.  Oarrard  v.  Frankd  (r),  and  Harris  v.  Pepperell  (s), 
were,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt,  correctly  determined ;  but  the 

(o)  Fowler   v.    Scottish   Equitable  mistakenly  excluded. 

Insura/nce  Co.,  28  L.   J.  Ch.  225.  (oo)  M^Keime  v.   CouUon,  8  Eq. 

The  Court  however  set   aside  the  368. 

policy,  and  ordered  a  return  of  the  {p)  Bloomer  v.  Spittle,  13  Eq.  428. 

premiums  as  having  been  paid  by  (q)  6  Eq.  1. 

mistake.    This  does  not  seem  equit-  (r)  30  Beav.  461. 

able,  as  the  company  had  incurred  («)  6  Eq.  1. 
the  risk  in  all  other  events  than  that 
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^^^P-  ^'  piiBciple  upon  which  they  are  to  be  upheld  is  that  the  Court  in 
these  cases  merely  abstained  from  setting  the  agreement  aside 
on  the  consent  of  the  defendant  to  submit  to  the  variation 
alleged  by  the  plaintiff  {t).  In  cases  of  rectification,  properly  so 
called,  the  Court  does  not  put  it  to  the  defendant  to  submit  to 
the  variation  alleged  by  the  plaintiff,  but  makes  the  instrument 
conformable  to  the  intent  of  the  parties  without  any  such  offer 
or  submission. 

Although,  however,,  the  Court  will  not  rectify  a  transaction 
between  two  or  more  parties,  unless  on  the  ground  of  mutual 
mistake,  a  deed  poll  by  way  of  appointment  may  be  rectified 
on  the  ground  of  mistake,  if  the  mistake  is  clearly  proved  on 
the  part  of  the  person  making  it  (u). 

Parol  evidence  is  admissible  on  the  application  to  rectify  an 
instrument  to  show  what  the  intention  of  the  parties  really 
was  (a;),  even  although  the  contract  be  one  required  by  the 
Statute  of  Frauds  to  be  proved  by  writing  (y).  In  most,  if  not 
in  all,  the  cases  in  which  the  Court  has  reformed  an  instrument, 
there  has  been  something  beyond  the  parol  evidence,  such,  for 
instance,  as  a  rough  draft  of  the  agreement,  written  instructions 
for  preparing  it  or  the  like,  but  the  Court  will  act  where  the 
mistake  is  clearly  established  by  parol  evidence,  even  though  there 
is  nothing  in  writing  to  which  the  parol  evidence  may  attach  (0). 
If,  however,  there  is  not  anything  in  writing  beyond  the  parol 
evidence  to  go  by,  and  the  defendant  by  his  answer  denies  the 
case  set  up  by  the  plaintiff,  the  plaintiff  will  o^n  be  without 
a  remedy,  though  even  in  such  cases  the  parol  evidence  may 
be  so  conclusive  as  to  justify  the  Court  in  granting  the  relief 
prayed  (a). 


(t)  See  Bloomer  v.  Spittle,  13  Eq. 
429  ;  Young  v.  Halahcm,  I.  R.  9  Eq. 
80. 

(u)  Wright  v.  Gofy  22  Beav.  214  ; 
WUkineon  v.  Nelson,  7  Jur.  N.  S. 
481  ;  Killick  v.  Gray,  46  L.  T.  N.  S. 
583. 

(x)  Alexander  v.  Crosbie,  LI.  &  G. 
temp.  Sug.  146 ;  Mortimer  v.  Shortall, 
2  Dr.  &  War.  363  ;  Barrow  v.  Bar- 
row, 18  Beav.  532 ;   Lackersteen   v. 


La^^kenteen,  6  Jur.  N.  S.  1111. 

(y)  Be  Botdter,  4  Ch.  D.  241. 

(z)  Alexander  v.  Croshie,  LI.  &  G. 
149  ;  Mi/riimer  v.  SKortaU,  2  Dr.  & 
War.  373;  ^Hh  v.  Iliffe,  20  Eq. 
666  ;  Hanley  v.  Pearscm,  13  Ch.  D. 
645 ;  WelTnan  v.  Welman,  15  Oh. 
D.  570  ;  Cw^  v.  Feam,  48  L.  J.  Oh. 
63  ;  Edicards  v.  Bingham,  28  W.  R4 
89  ;  Cordeatas  v.  FuUerton,  ib.  32a 

(a)  Ib. ;  Beaumont  v.  Bramley,  T» 
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A  settlement  may  be  rectified  even  against  previous  articles       ^^P-  ^- 
on  the  settlor's  uncontradicted  evidence  of  departure  from  the 
real  intention,  if  no  further  evidence  can  be  obtained  (b). 

If  the  original  agreement  is  of  doubtful  construction,  and  the 
conveyance  is  definite  and  unequivocal,  it  is  not  easy  to  avoid 
the  conclusion  that  the  latter  may  be  the  best  evidence  of  the 
terms  of  the  actual  agreement  (o). 

Where  a  document  has  been  signed  as  an  agreement  in  a 
common  mistake  as  to  its  contents,  and  it  appears  that  no  real 
agreement  was  come  to  between  the  parties  according  to  which 
it  might  be  rectified,  the  Court  will  set  it  aside  (cZ).  "Courts 
of  equity,"  said  James,  L.  J.,  in  M'Kenzie  v.  Coulson  (e),  "  do 
not  rectify  contracts  ;  they  may  and  do  rectify  instruments  pur- 
porting to  have  been  made  in  pursuance  of  the  terms  of 
contracts.  But  it  is  always  necessary  for  a  plaintiff  to  show  that 
there  was  an  actual  concluded  contract  antecedent  to  the  instru- 
ment which  is  sought  to  be  rectified,  and  that  such  contract  is 
inaccurately  represented  in  the  instrument.  It  is  impossible 
for  the  Court  to  rescind  or  alter  a  contract  with  reference  to  the 
terms  of  the  negotiation  which  preceded  it."  There  can  be  no 
rectification,  if  one  of  the  contracting  parties  never  heard  of  that 
which  is  said  to  be  the  real  agreement  (/). 

Where  the  instrument  sought  to  be  rectified  on  the  ground 
of  mistake  was  a  marriage  settlement  the  doctrine  in  the  older 
cases  was  that  where  the  articles  and  settlement  were  both 
before  marria^,  the  Court  would  not  interfere  unless  the  settle- 
ment was  expressed  to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  the  articles,  for, 
without  such  a  recital,  the  Court  supposed  that  the  parties  had 
altered  their  intentions  as  regarded  the  terms  of  the  contract  (^). 


&  R  52  ;  Fowler  v.  Fowler,  4  D.  & 
J.  273  ;  BenUey  v.  Madcayj  4  D.  F. 
&  J.  279  ;  De  la  Totusfu^s  Settlementy 
10  Eq.  600 ;  Bloomer  v.  SpiUle,  13 
Eq.  430  ;  M'Gormack  v.  M'Cormaekj 
1  L.  R.  I.  124. 

(6)  Smith  V.  Iliffey  20   Eq.  666; 
HarUey  v.  Pearson,  13  Ch.  D.  545. 

(c)  Humphries  v.   Home,  3    H«, 
277. 

(d)  Calverley  v.  Williams,  1  Ves. 


Jr.  210 ;  Price  v.  Leif,  4  Gift  235, 
aff.  U  W.  R  475  ;  Fowler  v.  ScoUish 
Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society,  28 
L.  J.  CL  228. 

(e)  8  Eq.  375. 

(/)  Fowler  v.  Scottish  Equitable 
Life  Assurance  Society,  28  L.  J.  Ch. 
228. 

(g)  Bold  v.  Hutchinson,  5  D.  M.  & 
G.  566. 
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Chap.  I.  The  later  authorities,  however,  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  a 
reference  to  previous  articles  in  the  settlement  (k).  Where  a 
settlement  purports  to  be  in  pursuance  of  articles  entered  into 
before  marriage,  and  there  is  any  variance,  then  no  evidence  is 
necessaiy  to  have  the  settlement  corrected ;  and  although  the 
settlement  contains  no  reference  to  the  articles,  yet  if  it  can  be 
shown  that  the  settlement  was  intended  to  be  in  conformity 
with  the  articles,  and  there  is  clear  and  satisfactory  evidence, 
showing  that  the  discrepancy  had  arisen  from  a  mistake,  the 
Court  will  reform  the  settlement,  and  make  it  conformable  to 
the  real  intention  of  the  parties  (i). 

Though  the  limitations  in  a  post-nuptial  settlement  purport- 
ing to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  articles  may  agree  with  the 
words  of  the  articles,  if  it  does  not  carry  out  their  intent,  the 
Court  will  reform  it,  and  will,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the 
articles,  construe  them  so  as  to  make  such  a  settlement  as  is 
generally  approved  by  the  Court,  and  will  supplement  the 
articles  accordingly  {k). 

Where  shares  have  not  been  registered  in  accordance  with 
sect.  25  of  the  Companies  Act,  1867,  and  the  mistake  is  common 
to  the  directors  and  the  allottee,  the  Court  will  rectify  the 
iustrument  when  it  is  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  parties 
that  the  mistake  should  be  rectified,  whether  it  be  a  mistake 
in  law  or  in  fact  (Q.  So,  also,  where  a  transfer  of  certain  shares 
was  executed  in  which  the  shares  were  wrongly  numbered  by 
mistake,  it  was  held  that  the  transfer  was  substantially  valid 
so  as  to  render  the  transferee  a  shareholder,  and  that  the 
numbers  might  afterwards  be  rectified  (m).  So,  also,  where  a 
man  purchased  land  of  a  building  society  under  an  arrangement 
that  he  should  mortgage  it  to  the  society  to  secure  the  purchase- 
money,  but  the  deeds  were  drawn  and  executed  in  mistake  as 
representing  an  advance  of  money  to  a  member  with  covenants 

(h)  Bold  V.  HutchtTison^  5  D.  M.&  16\  Re  Neto  Zealand  Co,,  ib.  17  n. 

G.  566.  The    directors    have    power   under 

(i)  lb.  568  ;  Kiny  v.  Kiiig-Harman,  similar  circumstances  to  rectify  the 

I.  R.  7  Eq.  447.  instrument    Hartley's  Case,  10  Ch. 

(k)  Cogan  v.  Duffield,  2  Ch.  D.  49.  157. 

(/)  Re  Dmton  CoUiery  Go,,  18  Eq.  (m)  Ind^s  Case,  7  Ch.  486. 
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to  make  all  payments  in  respect  of  his  shares^'^it  was  held  on  ^^"^P*  ^ 
the  liquidation  of  the  society  that  he  could  not  be  charged  as  a 
member  under  the  deeds,  but  must  be  charged  according  to  the 
real  transaction  {n).  So,  where  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  in 
i*enewal  of  a  former  bill  between  an  indoraer,  drawer,  and 
indorsee  had  by  mistake  the  name  of  the  indorsee  inserted  in 
the  place  of  the  drawer,  in  which  form  the  bill  was  accepted 
and  indorsed  to  him,  and  in  an  action  by  the  intended- indorsee 
against  the  drawer,  the  latter  relied  in  defence  upon  the 
apparent  form  of  the  *bill,  the  Court  entertained  a  bill  for 
rectifying  the  instrument  (o). 

So,  also,  where  an  agreement  was  made  for  the  insurance  of  a 
ship  beginning  the  risk  cA  and  from  a  named  port,  and  the 
policy  was  by  mistake  drawn  out  for  the  risk  from,  the  port  only, 
the  policy  was  corrected  so  ajs  to  entitle  the  assured  to  recover 
for  a  loss  a^  the  port  (^).  So,  under  an  open  policy  of  assur- 
ance upon  goods  to  be  declared  as  shipped  in  order  of  shipment, 
it  was  held  that  the  insured  might,  according  to  the  usage  of 
merchants  and  underwriters,  correct  a  mistake  in  the  order  of 
declaring  the  shipments  after  a  loss  had  become  known,  so  as 
to  bring  the  goods  within  the  insurance  according  to  the  true 
order  {q). 

In  some  cases  whei^e  the  fact  of  the  mistake  can  be  fairly  K«ctification  in 

oortain  cAses, 

implied  from  the  nature  of  the  transaction,  relief  will  be  given  though  mistake 
although  the  fact  of  the  mistake  is  not  established  by  direct  ^^  evid^ce^ 
evidence.  Thus,  in  cases  where  there  has  been  a  joint  loan  of 
money  to  two  or  more  obligors,  and  they  are  by  the  instrument 
made  jointly  liable,  but  not  jointly  and  severally,  the  Court  has 
reformed  the  instrument  and  made  the  obligation  joint  and 
several  so  as  to  charge  the  estate  of  a  deceased  obligor,  upon 
the  reasonable  presumption  from  the  nature  of  the  transaction 
that  it  was  so  intended  by  the  parties  (r).     The  debt  being 

(n)  Empson's  Case,  9  Eq.  597.  31,  32  ;  Bishop  v.  Churchy  2  Vea. 

(6)  Druiffy.  Parker,  6  Eq.  131.  100,  371 ;  Thomas  v.  Frazer,  3  Vea. 

(p)  Motteux  v.  Londoti  Assurance  399  ;  Underhill  v.  Horwood,  10  Vea. 

Co.,  1  Atk.  645.  227  ;    Devaynes    v.    Noble,    Steech's 

(q)  Stephens  v.   Australasiam,   Iti-  Case,  1  Mer.  564  ;  Thorpe  v.  Jackson, 

surance  Co,,  L.  R  8  C.  P.  18.  2  Y.  &  C.  553. 

(r)  Simpson  v.    Vaughan,  2  Atk. 
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^h*P'  I-  joint,  the  natural  if  not  the  iiresistible  inference  in  such  cases 
is  that  it  is  intended  by  all  parties  that  in  every  event  the 
responsibility  should  attach  to  each  obligor  and  to  all  equally. 
This  can  be  done  only  by  making  the  bond  several  as  well  as  joint ; 
for  otherwise,  in  case  of  the  death  of  one  of  the  obligors,  the 
survivor  or  survivors  only  would  be  liable  at  law  for  the  debt  («). 
Indeed,  it  is  now  well  established,  as  a  general  principle,  that 
every  contract  for  a  joint  loan  is  in  equity  to  be  deemed,  as  to 
the  parties  borrowing,  a  joint  and  several  contract,  whether  the 
transaction  be  of  a  mercantile  nature  or  not ;  for  in  every  such 
case  it  may  fairly  be  presumed  to  be  the  intention  of  the  parties 
that  the  creditor  should  have  the  several  as  well  as  the  joint 
security  of  all  the  borrowers  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  (t). 
Hence,  if  one  of  the  bon*owei*s  should  die,  the  creditor  has  a 
right  to  proceed  for  immediate  relief  out  of  the  assets  of  the 
deceased  party,  without  claiming  any  relief  against  the  surviving 
joint  contractors,  and  without  showing  that  the  latter  are  unable 
to  pay  by  reason  of  their  insolvency  (u). 

But  where  the  inference  of  a  joint  original  debt  or  liability 
is  repelled  a  court  of  equity  will  not  interfere ;  for  in  such  a 
case  there  is  no  ground  to  presume  a  mistake.  The  doctrine 
has  been  thus  stated  by  Sir  W.  Grant  in  Sumner  v.  Potoell  (x) : 
*'  Where  the  obligation  exists  only  in  virtue  of  a  covenant,  its 
extent  can  be  measured  only  by  the  words  in  which  it  is  con- 
ceived. A  partnership  debt  has  been  treated  in  equity  as  the 
several  debt  of  each  partner,  although  at  law  it  is  only  the  joint 
debt  of  all.  But  then  all  the  partners  have  had  a  benefit  from 
the  money  or  the  credit  given ;  and  the  obligation  of  all  to  pay 
exists  independently  of  any  instrument  by  which  the  debt  may 
have  been  secured.  So,  where  a  joint  bond  has  in  equity  been 
considered  as  several,  there  has  been  a  credit  previously  given 
to  the  different  persons  who  have  entered  into  the  obligation. 
It  is  not  the  bond  that  fii*st  created  the  liability." 

It  is  upon  the  same  ground  that  a  court  of  equity  will  not 

(«)  Gray  v.  Chis^cellf  9  Ves.  118  ;  (u)  lb.  ;  WiUiawMmy.  HeTttUnton, 

J*:x  parte  Kendall,  17  Ves.  525.  1  M.  &  K.  582. 

(t)  Thorpe  v.  Jackeon,  2  Y.  &  C.  (x)  2  Mer.  36. 
553. 
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reform  a  joint  bond  against  a  mere  surety,  so  as  to  make  it  chap.  I. 
several  against  htm  upon  the  presumption  of  a  mistake  from 
the  nature  of  the  transaction,  but  it  will  require  positive  proof 
of  an  express  agreement  by  him  that  it  should  be  several  as 
well  as  joint  {y).  So,  where  an  obligee  of  a  joint  and  several 
bond  elected  to  take  a  judgment  against  all  the  obligors,  and 
thus  at  law  lost  his  right  of  a  several  remedy,  a  court  of  equity 
refused  him  a  remedy  against  the  personal  assets  of  a  deceased 
obligor,  who  was  only  a  surety  (z).  So,  also,  in  cases  where  the 
obligation  or  covenant  is  purely  matter  of  arbitrary  convention, 
not  growing  out  of  any  antecedent  liability  in  all  or  any  of  the 
obligors  or  covenantors  to  do  what  they  have  undertaken  (as, 
for  example,  a  bond  or  covenant  of  indemnity  for  the  acts  or 
debts  of  third  persons),  a  court  of  equity  will  not  by  implication 
extend  the  responsibility  from  that  of  a  joint  to  a  joint  and 
several  undertaking  (a).  But  if  there  be  an  express  agreement  to 
the  efifect  that  an  obligation  or  other  contract  shall  be  joint  and 
several,  or  to  any  other  effect,  and  it  is  omitted  by  mistake  in 
the  instrument,  a  court  of  equity  will  under  such  circumstances 
grant  relief  as  fully  against  a  surety  or  guarantee  as  against  the 
principal  party  (ft). 

The  equity  for  rectification  on  presumptive  evidence  is 
applied  also  to  a  mortgage  by  husband  and  wife  of  the  wife's 
estate,  which  has  limited  the  equity  of  redemption  to  the  husband. 
If  the  instrument  does  not  recite  an  intention  to  do  more  than 
make  a  mortgage,  the  presumption  is  that  nothing  more  was 
intended ;  and  the  instrument  will  be  reformed  by  restoring  the 
equity  of  redemption  to  the  wife.  And,  in  like  manner,  it  is 
held  that  if  a  lease  be  made  by  a  tenant  for  life  under  a  power 
created  by  a  settlement,  and  a  rent  reserved  to  the  lessor  and 
his  heirs,  these  words  shall  be  interpreted  by  the  prior  title,  and 
applied  to  the  remainderman  under  the  settlement,  and  not  the 
heir  of  the  lessor  (c). 

(y)  2  Mer.  36  ;  Rawstoiu  v.  Parr,  (b)  Crosby  v.  MidcUeton,  Prec.  Ch. 

3  Russ.  539.  309,  2  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  188  ;  Sumner  v. 

(z)  United  States  v.  Pricey  9  How.  PoweU,  2  Mer.  36  ;  Bawstone  v.  Parr, 

(Araer.),  83.  3  Russ.  639. 

(a)  Sumner  v.  Potcell,  2  Mer.  36,  (c)  Innes  v.  Jackson,  1  Bligh,  104, 

37  ;  Clarke  v.  Bickers,  14  Sim.  639.  114  ;  Clark  v.  Bunjh,  2  Coll.  221. 
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Chap.  I. 

Cases  in  which 
there  can  be 
no  rectification 
of  an  instru- 
ment. 


The  principle  upon  which  the  Court  reforms  and  corrects 
an  instrument  on  the  ground  of  mistake  will  not  apply  in  a 
case  in  which  a  matter  has  been  completely  overlooked  on  both 
sides;  and  the  agreement  is  a  substantial  agreement  which 
speaks  in  sufficiently  clear  terms  for  itself,  and  contains  no 
reference  to  any  other  instrument  or  to  any  pre-existing  re- 
lation (d) ;  or  in  a  case  where  the  instrument  is  in  accordance 
with  the  expressed  intention  of  the  parties,  and  has  been  pre- 
pared with  full  knowledge  of  their  rights,  but  has  failed  only 
because  the  parties  have  been  ill-advised  as  to  the  way  of 
giving  effect  to  their  intention  (e).  Nor  will  the  Court  make  a 
settlement  conformable  with  what  it  is  alleged  it  would  have 
been  if  all  the  material  points  had  been  present  to  the  minds 
of  the  parties  at  the  time  they  executed  it  (/).  Nor  will  the 
Court,  under  the  name  of  rectification,  add  to  the  agreement  a 
term  which  had  not  been  determined  upon,  or  was  not  agitated 
between  them.  There  can  be  no  rectification  if  the  agreement 
executed  is  in  accordance  with  the  proposals  (g).  Nor  can  there 
be  rectification,  if  it  was  by  the  intention  of  the  parties  that  the 
written  instrument  did  not  comprise  all  the  terms  of  the  actual 
agreement  (h). 

Though  the  Court  will  rectify  an  instrument  which  fails 
through  some  mistake  of  the  draughtsman  in  point  of  law  to 
carry  out  the  real  agreement  between  the  parties  (i),  it  is  not 
sufficient  in  order  to  create  an  equity  for  rectification  that  there 
has  been  a  mistake  as  to  the  legal  construction  or  the  legal 
consequences  of  an  instrument.  The  proper  question  always  is, 
not  what  the  document  was  intended  to  mean,  or  how  it  was 
intended  to  operate,  but  what  it  was  intended  to  be.  For 
example,  where  an  annuity  had  been  sold  by  the  plaintiff,  and 
was  intended  to  be  redeemable,  but  it  was  agreed  that  a  clause 


(d)  Parker  v.  Taswdl,  2  D.  &  J. 
559. 

(e)  Fa/rr  v.  Sheriffe,  4  Ha.  513. 
(/)  Barrow  v.  Barrow,  18  Beav. 

534  ;  Wilkinson  v.  Nelson,  7  Jur.  N. 
S.  481.     See  HUls  v.  R(ywland,  4  D. 
M.  &  G.  430. 
(g)  Elwes  v.  Elioes,  3D.  F.  &  J. 


667. 

(h)  Lord  Imham  v.  ChUdf  1  Bro- 
C.  C.  92  ;  Lord  Portmore  v.  Morris, 
2  Bro.  C.  C.  219  ;  Lord  Townshmd  v. 
Stangroom,  6  Ves.  332  ;  Harbidge  v. 
Wogan,  6  Ha.  258. 

(i)  Wake  v.  Harrop,  1  H.  &  C. 
202. 
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of  redemption  should  not  be  inserted  in  the  deed,  because  Chap.  L 
both  parties  erroneously  supposed  that  its  insertion  would  make 
the  transaction  usurious,  it  was  held  that  the  omission  could  not 
be  supplied  in  equity,  for  the  Coui*t  was  not  asked  to  make  the 
deed  what  the  parties  intended,  but  to  make  it  that  which 
they  did  not  intend,  but  which  they  would  have  intended  had 
they  been  better  informed  (i).  So  also  where  a  party  making 
a  voluntary  deed  supposes  that  he  will  have  a  power  of  subse- 
quent revocation,  though  no  such  power  is  reserved,  the  deed 
cannot  afterwards  be  rectified  by  inserting  the  power,  the  evi- 
dence merely  showing  that  the  power  had  been  omitted  under 
the  erroneous  belief  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  insert  it, 
not  that  the  power  was  inteuded  to  be  inserted,  but  was  left 
out  by  mistake  (I). 

Nor  can  there  be  rectification,  although  both  parties  may 
have  been  under  a  mistake,  if  the  mistake  be  in  respect  of 
a  matter  materially  inducing  the  agreement  (m). 

It  is  not  necessary  that  a  person  claiming  to  have  a  settle-  Rectification  of 
ment  rectified  should  be  or  should  represent  a  party  to  the  original 
contract,  or  should  be  within  the  consideration  of  it  (n).  But 
the  Court  will  not  rectify  a  voluntary  deed  unless  all  the  parties 
assent.  If  any  object,  the  deed  must  take  its  chance  as  it 
stands  (o). 

A  voluntary  deed  cannot  be  reformed,  except  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  settlor,  if  it  fails  to  carry  out  the  intention  of 
the  parties.  If  the  case  be  that  he  has  made  a  mistake,  no 
amount  of  evidence,  however  conclusive,  proving  that  he 
made  a  mistake,  will  justify  the  Court  in  compelling  him  to 
introduce  a  clause  into  the  deed,  which  he  does  not  choose  to 
introduce,  although  at  the  time  of  execution  he  might  have 
wished  to  have  done  so  (p).    But  if  a  man  executes  a  volun- 

(k)  Imham  v.  ChUd,  1  Bro.  C.  C.  (o)  Broun  v.  Kennedy,  33  Beav. 

92  ;  Townshend  v.  Stangroom,  6  Vee.  133.    But  the  Court  has  power  to  set 

328.  aside  a  voluntary  deed  at  the  suit  of 

(0  JVorraU  v.  Jacob,  3  Mer.  270.  the  grantor,  if  he  is  content  that  the 

(m)  Carpmael  v.  Powis,  10  Beav.  rest  should  stand.     Turner  v.  Collins, 

36.  7  Ch.  342. 

T(n)  Thompson  v.  IVhilmore,  1  J.  &  (p)  lAster  v.  Hodgson,  4  Eq.  34. 

H.  273. 
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^'^P-  ^'  tary  deed  declaring  certain  trusts  and  happens  to  die,  and  it 
is  proved  from  the  instructions  or  otherwise  that  the  deed 
was  not  prepared  in  the  exact  manner  which  he  intended, 
the  deed  may  be  reformed  and  those  particular  provisions 
necessary  to  carry  his  intention  into  effect  may  be  intro- 
duced (q).  So  also  a  voluntary  deed  may  be  set  aside  after 
the  death  of  both  donor  and  donee,  if  there  is  evidence  to 
show  that  the  donee  complained  of  the  deed  and  took  steps 
to  annul  it  (r). 

In  Hughes  Y,  Seanor  («)  a  voluntary  deed,  by  which  a 
father  purported  to  convey  his  property  to  his  son  absolutely, 
but  which  did  not  carry  into  effect  the  whole  arrangement 
between  them,  was  set  aside  at  the  instance  of  the  father  after 
the  son*s  death. 

In  Everitt  v.  Everitt  {t)  a  voluntary  settlement  by  a  young 
lady  just  of  age,  in  which  no  voice  was  given  her  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  new  trustees,  and  there  was  no  power  of  revocation, 
and  she  had  no  independent  legal  adviser,  was  set  aside  on  her 
application. 
Lapee  of  time  a  Lapse  of  time  may  be  a  bar  to  the  rectification  of  an  instru- 
tioa.  ment  (u).     But  in  particular  cases,  if  the   mistake  is  clearly 

made  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court,  the  lapse  of  a  long 
period  will  not  be  a  bar.  In  WoUerhech  v.  Ba/rrow  {v)  a  mar- 
riage settlement  dated  1823  was  reformed  in  1857,  after  the 
death  of  the  husband,  upon  proof  that  it  was  not  in  accordance 
with  the  written  instructions.  So  also  in  McCarmack  v. 
McCormdck  (x),  a  marriage  settlement  drawn  up  in  1841  was 
rectified  in  1874. 
Mode  of  applica-  The  Court  will  not  reform  a  deed  or  instrument  upon  petition 
caUon!'  "*^         except  in  cases  under  the  Trustee  Relief  Act  (y),  or  upon  motion, 

but  only  in  an  action  instituted  for  the  purpose;  and  until  a  deed 
is  reformed,  the  Court  is  bound  to  act  upon  it  as  it  exists  (z). 


(q)  Listtr  v.  Hodgson,  4  Eq.  34.  (v)  23  £eav.  430. 

(r)  Philippscm  v.  Kerry,  32  Beav.  (x)  1  L.  R.  1.  119. 

62.  (y)  De  la  Touche's  SetOemmi,  10 

(<)  18  W.  R  1122.  Eq.  600 ;  Bird's  Tnut,  3  Ch.  D.  214. 

(0  10  Eq.  409-  (2)  Ke  MaUt,  30  Beav.  407. 
(«)  Bloomer  v.  Spittle,  13  Eq.  429. 
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Actions  for  the  rectification  of  instruments  must  be  assigned  _  <3hap  I. 
to  the   Chancery  Division,  Judicature  Act,  1873,  s.  84,  but 
where  a  statement  of  defence  to  an  action  brought  in  another 
division  is  accompanied  by  a  counter  claim  for  rectification,  this 
is  not  a  sufiScient  reason  for  transferring  the  action  (a). 

Where  a  conveyance  is  rectified,  the  order  of  the  Court  is  Order  of  Court 
sufficient  without  a  new  deed.  A  copy  of  the  order  is  endorsed  cient  without 
on  the  deed  which  is  to  be  rectified.  Thus,  where  a  deed  was 
executed  purporting  by  mistake  to  convey  a  moiety  only  of 
real  estate  instead  of  the  whole,  as  the  parties  intended,  the 
Court  held  that  an  order  for  rectifying  the  deed  indorsed  upon 
it  was  effectual  to  pass  the  legal  estate  in  the  whole  without  a 
conveyance  of  the  other  moiety  (6).  So,  where  in  a  memo- 
randum of  mortgage,  the  property,  although  specifically  iden- 
tified, was  misdescribed,  the  Court  held  that  the  document  must 
be  treated  as  rectified  and  the  security  operate  as  intended  (c). 

If  parties  enter  into  an  agreement  conditionally,  and  in  con-  Mutual  mistake 
templation  of  or  with  reference  to  a  supposed  actual  state  of  mattera  inducing 
things,  and  it  tmn  out  that,  by  the  mutual  mistake  of  the  *^  **'^"^®°*' 
parties,  the  supposed  actual  state  of  things  does  not  in  fact 
subsist,  the  consideration  for  the  agreement  fails,  and  the  agree- 
ment is  consequently  void  as  well  at  law  as  in  equity  (cQ.  A 
contract,  for  instance,  for  the  sale  of  a  cargo,  supposed  by  both 
parties  to  be  on  board  a  particular  ship,  is  at  end  if  the  cargo 
had  at  the  time  ceased  to  exist  (e).  So  also  a  contract  for  the 
sale  of  an  annuity  during  the  life  of  a  person,  is  conditional 
upon  his  being  alive  at  the  time  of  the  sale ;  so  that  he  having 
previously  died,  and  purchase-money  having  been  paid  in 
ignorance  of  the  fact,  the  sale  is  void,  and  purchaser  is  entitled 
to  recover  back  his  money  (/).  So  also  a  grant  of  an  annuity 
upon  the  statement  of  the  grantor  as  to  the  age  of  the  nominee 
is  taken  to  be  made  upon  the  basis  of  the  statement,  and  if  the 

(a)  Bivre^  v.   WoMLt^  4  Q.  B.  D.  413  ;  Goopw  v.  P^i66«,  L.  R.  2  App. 

289.  CU.  149. 

(6)  WhiJU  V.  WKiU,  15  Eq.  247.  («)  GoiUurier  v.  HastU,  9  Exch. 

(c)  Be  B(yulter,  4  Ch.  D.  241.  102,  6  H.  L.  673. 

(d)  See  Stapylton  v.  Scott,  13  Ves.  {/)  Strickland  v.  Turner,  7  Exch. 
427  ;  Robinson  v.  Dickenson,  3  Russ.  208. 
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^ W»  I«  statement  be  erroneous,  although  unintentionally  so,  the  grant 
is  void  and  the  payments  can  be  recovered  back  (g).  So  also 
where  a  policy  of  insurance  was  renewed  during  the  days  of 
grace  allowed  after  the  expiration  of  the  policy  and  acceptance 
of  the  premiums,  both  parties  being  ignorant  that  the  life 
insured  had  previously  died  during  the  days  of  grace,  it  was 
held  that  the  renewal  being  conditional  upon  the  insured  being 
then  alive,  it  was  void  (h).  So  it  seems  that  a  time  policy  on  a 
ship  made  in  ignorance  that  the  ship  had  then  ceased  to  exist 
would  be  held  void  (i),  but  that  a  voyage  policy  made  in  igno- 
rance that  the  ship  had  previously  arrived  at  the  port  of  des- 
tination would  be  taken  as  insuring  the  unknown  risk  (k).  So 
also  where  an  agreement  was  made  for  the  sale  of  a  remainder 
in  fee  expectant  on  an  estate  tail,  and  a  bond  was  given 
to  secure  the  purchase-monies ;  but  it  appeared  that  at  the 
time  of  the  sale  the  tenant  in  tail  had  suffered  a  recovery  and 
destroyed  the  remainder,  of  which  both  parties  were  ignorant ; 
the  agreement  was  held  void,  and  the  bond  was  cancelled,  upon 
the  ground  that  the  parties  had  contracted  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  a  recovery  had  not  then  been  suffered  (I),  So  also 
where  an  agreement  was  made  between  the  assignee  of  the 
tenant  for  life  of  an  estate  and  the  person  entitled  in  remainder, 
respecting  the  timber  on  the  estate,  under  the  supposition  that 
the  tenant  for  life  was  then  alive  and  entitled  to  cut  the  timber, 
but  he  was  in  fact  then  dead,  it  was  held  that  the  agreement 
was  void,  both  in  equity  and  at  law  (m).  So  also  where  rent 
was  paid  and  received  for  the  occupation  of  land  after  the 
expiration  of  a  lease  for  lives  under  which  it  was  supposed 
to  be  payable  in  ignorance  of  the  death  of  the  persons  upon 
whose  lives  the .  lease  depended,  it  was  held  that  no  implica- 
tion of  the  creation  of  a  new  tenancy  could  arise  from  such 
receipt  of  rent  {n).    So  also  where  the  plaintiff'  bought  a  bar 

(g)  Att-GerL  v.  Ray,  9  Ch.  397.  (I)  Hitchcock  v.  Qiddings,  4  PrL 

(h)  Pritehard  v.  Merchants*   Life  136.     Comp.  Clare  v.  Lamb,  L.  R.  10 

Inmrancc  Society,  3  C.B.  N.  S.  622.  C.  P.  340. 

(i)  See  Ba/rker  v.  Janson,  L.  E.  3  (m)  Cochrane    v.    JFiUis,    1    Ch. 

C.  P.  303.  58. 

(k)  SUme  V.  Marine  Insurance  Co,,  (n)  Doe  v.  Crago,  6  0.  B.  90. 
1  Exch.  D.  81. 
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of  silver  and  by  agreement  it  was  sent  to  an  expert  to  be  ^*P-  ^' 
assayed,  and  on  bis  report  of  the  quantity  of  silver  contained 
in  the  bar,  the  plaintiff  paid  for  it ;  but  it  was  afterwards  dis- 
covered that  there  was  a  mistake  in  the  assay,  and  that  the 
quantity  of  silver  was  much  less  than  was  stated  in  the  report ; 
it  was  held  to  be  a  common  mistake  and  that  the  plaintifif  was 
entitled  to  recover  what  he  had  paid  (o).  So  also  where  a  fund 
was  settled  on  two  persons  for  life  with  benefit  of  survivor- 
ship between  them,  and  one  of  them  sold  his  reversionary 
interest ;  but  it  turned  out  that  at  the  time  of  the  sale  the 
other  person  was  dead,  so  that  the  interest,  which  was  sup* 
posed  to  be  a  reversionary  one,  had  become  an  interest  in 
possession,  and  the  fact  was  unknown  to  both  parties,  it  was 
held  that  the  sale  could  not  stand  (p).  So  also  where  a  party 
having  a  claim  upon  another  party,  discharged  the  executors  of 
the  latter  after  his  death  from  all  claims,  and  there  was  a 
recital  in  the  deed  of  release,  that  the  party  deceased  had 
before  his  death  possessed  himself  of  a  certain  fund,  which  had 
been  set  apart  to  secure  the  claim,  the  release  was  set  aside 
on  it  turning  out  that  the  recital  was  false,  and  that  the  fund 
had  been  paid  in  by  him  to  a  bank  (q).  So  also  where  a  party 
had,  upon  a  compromise,  executed  a  general  release  in  respect 
of  partnership  matters,  it  was  held  that  he  was  entitled  to  relief, 
on  the  ground  of  a  large  item  in  which  he  was  interested  having 
been  omitted  by  mistake  in  the  account  (r). 

So  also  if  the  vendor,  in  fixing  the  price,  has  altogether  relied 
on  information  furnished  to  him  by  the  purchaser  and  such  in- 
formation turn  out  to  have  been  (even  unintentionally)  incor- 
rect, this  may  entitle  the  vendor,  even  after  conveyance,  to 
relief  in  equity  (s). 

But  a  contract  may  be  unconditional,  although  the  parties 
axe  under  a  mistake  respecting  some  matter  which  induces  the 
contract.  Thus,  if  the  contract  be  absolute,  and  not  with  refer- 
ence to  collateral  circumstances,  as,  for  instance,  if  a  ship  on  a 
voyage  be  sold,  and  the  ship,  at  the  time  of  the  contract,  be 

(o)  Cox  V.  Prmtice,  3  M.  &  S.  344.  (r)  Prttt  v.  Clay,  6  Be&v.  503. 

(p)  Colyer  v.  Clay,  7  Beav.  188.  (»)  Carpmael  v.  Pouns,  10  Beav. 

Iq)  Hore  v.  Becker,  12  Sim.  466.  36. 
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^^P'  ^«  seriously  damaged,  to  the  ignorance  of  both  parties,  still  the 
contract  is  valid  (Q.  So  where  a  time  policy  was  made  upon  a 
ship  valued  therein  at  a  fixed  sum,  it  was  held,  although  the 
policy  was  impliedly  conditional  upon  the  existence  of  the  ship 
at  the  time  of  the  contract,  it  was  independent  of  its  state  of 
repair,  and  although  the  ship,  at  the  time  of  making  the  policy, 
unknown  to  both  parties  had  been  injured,  so  as  to  be  not 
worth  repairing,  yet  the  policy  attached  for  the  full  value 
agreed  on  (u). 

So,  also,  although  there  be  a  mutual  mistake  respecting  the 
subject  matter  of  the  agreement,  yet  if  both  parties  are  aware 
that  the  subject  matter  is,  from  its  nature,  doubtful  or  uncer* 
tain,  or  is  of  a  speculative  or  contingent  character,  the  mistake 
goes  for  nothing  either  at  law  or  in  equity.  A  contract  for  the 
sale  of  a  thing,  the  extent  or  value  of  which  is  understood  to  be 
unknown  to  both  parties,  or  which  is,  from  its  nature  or  charac* 
ter,  doubtful  or  uncertain,  is  valid  and  binding  (x).  If  a  bargain 
depends  on  a  contingent  event,  or  the  subject  matter  of  a 
contract  be  an  uncertain  thing,  and  the  contingency  or  chance 
be  known  to  both  parties,  neither  of  them  can  resist  specific  per- 
formance because  the  reality  has  turned  out  to  be  different  from 
what  he  anticipated  (y). 

There  is  mutual  mistake  which  will  vitiate  a  contract,  or 
which  at  least  will  render  it  incapable  of  being  specifically 
enforced  in  equity,  if  the  one  party  does  not  think  he  is  selling 
what  the  other  thinks  he  is  buying  (z). 

Care  must,  however,  be  taken  in  distinguishing  cases,  where 
the  parties  are  under  a  mutual  mistake  as  to  the  subject  matter 
of  a  contract,  from  cases  where  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  sub- 
ject matter ;  but  the  one  has,  in  fact,  sold  more  than  he  thought 

(t)  Baarr  v.   Gibson,  3  M.  &  W.  (y)  Mortimer  y.  Capper,  1  Bro.  C. 

390.  C.  156  ;  BaanendaU  v.  SeaU,  19  Beav. 

(ti)  Barker  v.  JaneoUy  L.  R.  3  C.  601.    See  Monro  v.  Taylor,  3  Mac 

P.  303.  &  G.  718. 

(oc)  Mortimer  v.  Capper,  1  Bro.  C.  (a)  Hitchcock  v.  Giddings,  4   Pii. 

C.    166;   Ridgroay    v.   Sneyd,   Kay,  135;  Cochrane  v.  Willis,  1  Ch.  58  ; 

627;  BaxendaU  v.  Scale,  19  Beav.  BtUtertoorth  v.    JVaUcer,   13  W.   B. 

601.    See  Davis  v.  Shepherd,  1  Ch.  168 ;   BaxendaU  v.  Scale,  19  Beav. 

410.  601. 
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he  was  selling,  and  the  other  has  got  more  than  he  expected.  Chap.  I. 
In  such  cases  relief  cannot  be  had  in  equity,  if  there  has  been 
no  unfairness  on  either  side  (a).  Where,  for  instance,  that 
which  the  vendor  intended  to  sell,  and  the  purchaser  to  buy, 
was  a  leasehold  interest,  erroneously  supposed  to  have  a  shorter 
time  to  run  than  it  in  fact  had  to  loin,  it  was  held  that  the 
vendor  had,  after  conveyance,  no  equity  for  relief  (6).  So  also 
where  a  man  entitled  to  an  interest  in  a  residuary  estate, 
assigns  all  his  interest  to  a  creditor,  he  is  not  entitled  to  relief 
if  it  afterwards  appear  that  the  residuary  estate  consisted  partly 
of  a  fund,  the  existence  of  which  was  not  known  to  either  of  the 
parties  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  deed  (c).  So  also 
where  a  lessor  agreed  to  grant  an  underlease  of  certain  premises 
for  the  residue  of  the  term  held  by  him,  except  the  last  ten 
days,  and  the  lessor's  solicitor  drew  up  a  lease  for  twenty -three 
years  less  ten  days,  and  the  lease  was  executed  by  the  lessee, 
who  did  not  inspect  the  original  lease,  and  it  was  afterwards 
discovered  that  the  original  lease  had  only  sixteen  years  to  run, 
so  that  the  underlease  had  by  mistake  been  made  for  some 
years  longer  than  the  lessor  had  power  to  grant,  it  was  held 
on  a  claim  by  the  underlessee  for  compensation  that  the  rule 
caveat  emptor  applied,  and  that  he  had  no  claim  to  compen- 
sation {d). 

Nor  where  several  persons  have  joined  in  conveying  an  estate 
to  a  purchaser  for  a  full  consideration,  can  one  of  them  be  after- 
wards heard  to  say  that  he  was  under  a  misapprehension  as  to 
the  extent  of  his  interest  in  the  property  {e). 

The  same  considerations  which  apply  to  the  case  of  agree-  MisUke  of  fact 
ments  entered  into  under  a  mutual  mistake  of  the  parties  as  to  ^^  <»°*p'**"**®»» 
fact,  apply  to  the  case  of  compromises.    A  compromise  which  is 
founded  on  a  mutual  mistake  of  fact  cannot  be  supported.    If, 
for  instance,  a  compromise  is  founded  on  the  genuineness  of  an 

(a)  OhUt  V.  WTiUtaker^  1  Deg.  &  Ch.  D.  829. 
Sm.  83, 2  Ph.  338.  {d)  BesUy  v.  Besley,  9  Ch.  D.  103* 

(6)  lb.  (e)  Maiden  v.  Menill,  2  Atk.  8. 

(c)  Howkins  v.  JachoUy  2  Mac.  &  See  Marshall  v.  CoUett,  I  Y.  &  G^ 

G.  372.    Oomp.  Grieveson  v.  Kirsopp,  232 ;  Evans  v.  Jones^  Kay,  29. 
6  Beav.  287  ;  Turner  v,  Tumer,  14 

L  L 
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iDstrainent  which  turns  out  to  be  foiged,  or  if  a  suit  which  it  i$ 
the  object  of  a  compromise  to  determine,  turns  out  to  hare  been 
already  decided  in  favour  of  one  of  the  parties,  or  if  a  compro- 
mise be  founded  on  a  will,  which  turns  out  to  have  been  revoked 
by  another  will  of  whioh  the  parties  are  ignorant,  the  transac- 
tion cannot  be  supported  (/).  But  the  case  is  different  if  the 
fact  in  respect  of  which  there  is  a  mistake  be  included  in  the 
compromise,  and  be  not  the  very  foundation  on  which  the  com- 
promise rests  (ff).  If  one  or  more  parties  having,  or  supposing 
they  have,  claims  upon  a  given  subject  matter,  or  claims  upon 
each  other,  agree  to  compromise  those  claims,  and  to  come  to  a 
general  settlement  of  the  matters  in  dispute  between  them 
without  resorting  to  litigation,  and  they  act  with  good  faith, 
and  stand  on  an  equal  footing,  and  have  equal  means  of  know- 
ledge as  to  the  facts,  the  compromise  is  binding  in  equity  (h). 
It  is  not  enough  to  invalidate  the  transaction  that  one  of  the 
parties  may  have  been  in  error  as  to  a  fact  included  in  it.  A 
compromise  cannot,  however,  be  supported,  unless  it  is  fairly 
entered  into,  and  after  due  deliberation  (i). 

The  principles  which  apply  to  the  case  of  ordinary  compro- 
mises between  strangers,  do  not  equally  apply  to  the  case  of 
compromises  in  the  nature  of  family  arrangements.  Family 
airangements  are  governed  by  a  special  equity  peculiar  to 
themselves,  and  will  be  enforced,  if  honestly  made,  although 
they  have  not  been  meant  as  a  compromise,  but  have  pro- 
ceeded from  an  error  of  all  parties,  originating  in  mistake  or 
ignorance  of  fact  as  to  what  their  rights  actually  are,  or  of  the 
points  on  which  their  rights  actually  depend  {k). 


(/)  ToulL  Cod.  Civ.  Liv.  3,  tit. 
3,  c.  2.  See  Ashursl  v.  MiU,  7  fia. 
502 ;  Lawton  v.  Campion^  18  Beav. 
87 ;  Trigge  v.  LavcUUe,  15  Moo.  P. 
C.  276. 

(g)  See  Trigge  v.  LavaUSe,  15  Moo. 
P.  C.  276. 

(h)  Attwood  V. ,  1  Rnas.  353, 

5  Rubs.  149  ;  Roche  v.  O'Brien,  1  Ba. 

6  Be.  330  ;  Leonard  v.  Leonard,  2  Ba. 
&  Be.  171 ;  Naylor  v.  fFvnch^  1  Sim. 


&  St.  565  ;  Pickering  v.  Piduring,  2 
Beav.  31,  66 ;  PriU  v.  Clay,  6  Beav. 
503  ;  Stewart  v.  Stewart,  6  CL &Fin. 
911  ;  Davit  v.  Chanter,  3  W.  R  321 ; 
Trigge  v.  LavaUSe,  15  Moo.  P.  C. 
5^70  ;  Stainton  v.  Carron  Co.,  30  L. 
J.  Ch.  713,  supra,  pp.  94,  95,  475. 

(%)  ScoU  V.  Scott,  11  Ir.  Eq.  76. 

(k)  StodOey  v.  Stoekley,  1  Y.  &  B. 
23  ;  Dunnage  v.  fVhiU,  1  Sw.  137 ; 
Gordon  v.  Gordon,  3  Sw.  400  ;  NeaU 
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But  a  family  settlement  will  not  be  supported,  if  founded  on  Chap- 1- 
a  mistake  of  fact  of  either  party  to  whicb  the  other  party  is 
accessory,  although  such  mistake  may  have  been  innocently 
■brought  about  by  the  other  party  (I).  Where  accordingly  a 
resettlement  of  family  estates  was  made  by  the  father,  tenant 
for  life,  and  the  son,  tenant  in  tail  in  remainder,  upon  the  sup- 
position that  a  charge  for  portions  was  within  the  power  of  the 
father  to  appoint  or  release,  and  not,  as  was  the  fact,  a  subsist- 
ing charge,  it  was  set  aside  as  being  founded  on  a  mistake  (m). 
•  The  instrument  of  contract  may  be  correctly  expressed  ao-  Mistake  as  to 
cording  to  the  intention  of  each  party,  and  yet  there  may  be  no  contract 
real  agreement  by  reason  of  a  mistake  between  them  as  to  the 
application  of  the  expression  to  the  facts.  This  may  arise  from 
the  generality  or  ambiguity  of  the  expression,  admitting  of  two 
different  constructions  or  meanings  as  applied  to  the  facts  or 
from  a  certain  expression  applying  equally  to  two  different 
things  (n). 

The  expression  of  the  contract  may  be  sufficiently  general  or 
ambiguous  to  admit  of  different  applications,  and  may  be  ac- 
cepted by  each  party  with  a  different  application  unknown  to 
the  other.  In  this  case  the  written  contract  must  be  construed 
and  applied,  if  possible,  according  to  its  terms,  but  it  is  open  to 
either  pai*ty  to  show  his  application  of  the  contract  so  far  as  is 
consistent  with  the  terms  used,  and  if  no  reasonably  certain 
construction  can  be  adopted  in  the  application  to  the  facts,  the 
contract  would  be  void  in  law  by  reason  of  the  uncertainty  and 
impossibility  of  executing  it  (o).  Thus,  where  the  particulars  of 
a  sale  by  auction  were  ambiguous  as  to  including  or  excluding 
timber,  and  the  vendor  and  purchaser  accepted  them  with  a 
different  meaning  ;  it  was  held  that  specific  performance  could 
not  be  decreed  upon  either  construction  (p).  So  where  upon 
the  sale  of  a  reversion  of  an  undivided  moiety  of  an  estate,  the 

V.   NeaUy  1  Keen,  672 ;   JVe$tby  v.  (m)  lb. 

fFedby,  2  Dr.  &  War.  502  ;  StewaH  (n)  Leake  on  Contracts^  329. 

V.  Stewart^  6  CL  &  Fin,  911  ;  Perue  (o)  lb.  330. 

V.  Penu,  7  CL  &Fm.  279  ;  IVUlianu  (p)  Higgvimn  v.  Clwoes,  16  VeR. 

T.  fVillicmB,  2  Dr.  &  Sm.  378.  516  ;  Clotoes  v.  Higginson,  1  V.  &  B. 

(0  Feme  V.  Fane^  20  Eq.  706.  624. 
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,  Chap.  L  rent  was  stated  upon  the  particulars  of  sale  to  be  at  a  certain 
sum,  leaving  it  ambiguous  whether  the  half  or  the  whole  of  the 
stated  rent  was  the  subject  of  sale,  a  Inll  for  specific  perform- 
ance charging  the  contract  as  for  a  purchase  of  half  the  rent 
mentioned,  was  dismissed  upon  the  ground  that  the  purchaser 
was  induced  by  the  particulars  to  belieye  that  he  purchased  the 
whole  rent  (q). 

So,  also,  where  the  terms  of  a  contract  were  ambiguous  and 
something  different  from  what  was  claimed  by  the  purchaser 
was  intended  to  be  sold  by  the  vendor,  the  Court  would  not  at 
the  suit  of  the  purchaser,  compel  the  vendor  specifically  to  con- 
vey property  not  intended  or  believed  by  him  to  be  included  in 
the  contract,  though  the  vendor  was  the  author  of  the  am- 
biguity (r). 

If,  in  the  application  of  the  contract  to  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances, it  appears  that  a  thing  or  matter  referred  to  is  suffi- 
ciently identified,  but  with  some  inaccurate  description  or 
addition,  the  latter  may  be  rejected  or  coiTocted  in  the  applica- 
tion as  expressed  in  the  maxim  fcUm  dmumstratio  mxm 
vocet  (8).  Thus,  where  a  tenant  contracted  to  transfer  his 
tenancy  in  certain  premises,  describing  them  as  the  premises 
he  then  occupied,  and  known  by  a  certain  name,  and  it  appeai-ed 
that  he  occupied  a  part  only  of  the  premises  known  by  that 
name  ;  it  was  held  upon  a  construction  of  the  contract  as  applied 
to  the  facts  that  the  premises  occupied  were  the  essential  de- 
scription, and  were  alone  included  in  the  contract  ^^).  So,  also, 
where  an  insurance  is  effected  upon  a  ship,  or  upon  goods  on 
board  a  ship,  if  the  subject  of  insurance  be  sufficiently  identified, 
a  mere  misnomer  of  the  ship  would  be  immaterial  (u), 

A  mistake  in  the  application  of  the  instrument  of  contract 
may  arise  from  some  expression  therein  sufficiently  certain  in 
itself^  applying  equally  to  two  different  things,  one  of  which  was 


(g)  Swaidand  v.  Dearsley,  29  Beav.         (t)  Magee  v.  La/veU,  L.  R.  9  C.  P. 

430.  107. 

(r)  Neap  v.  Abbott,  C.  P.  C.  333  ;         (u)  Le  Meswrier  v.    Vaughan,  6 

MaiiMT  V.  Back,  6  Ha.  443  ;  Boxen-  East,  382 ;  Ionide$  v.  Paisific  Inm- 

d4de  V.  SeaU,  19  Beav.  601.  ranee  Co.,  L.  R.  7  Q.  R  617. 

(s)  Leake  on  Contracts,  330. 
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intended  by  one  party  and  the  other  by  the  other  (j»).  This  fs  Chap»  r. 
called  a  latent  ambiguity,  and  extrinsic  evidence  is  admissible  to 
prove  the  intention  of  the  parties  {y),  and  if  it  appear  that  each 
party  mistook  the  meaning  of  the  other,  and  that  they  intended 
different  things  by  the  same  expression,  the  contract  is  void  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  a  confisejious  ad  idern^  for  each  party 
was  assenting  to  a  different  conti*act,  notwithstanding  the 
apparent  mutual  consent  (2). 

In  Thornton  v.  Kempster  (a),  the  sale  was  of  ten  tons  of  sound 
merchantable  hemp,  but  it  was  intended  by  the  vendor  to  sell 
Petersburg  hemp,  and  by  the  buyer  to  purchase  Riga  hemp. 
The  broker  had  made  a  mistake  in  describing  the  hemp  to  the 
buyer,  and  the  Coui-t  held  that  there  had  been  no  contract  what- 
ever, the  assent  of  the  parties  not  having  really  existed  as 
to  the  same  subject-matter  of  sale.  So,  also  in  Raffles  v. 
Wichdhavs  (b),  where  A.  and  B.  contracted  for  the  sale  of  the 
cargo  to  arrive  "per  ship  Peerless  from  Bombay,"  and  it 
appeared  that  there  were  two  ships  of  that  name  then  arriving 
from  Bombay,  and  that  A.  meant  one  ship  and  B.  the  other,  it 
was  held  that  there  was  no  contract  So  when  the  master  of  a 
ship  having  chartered  it  to  a  broker,  who  again  chartered  it  in 
his  own  name,  the  latter  placed  a  cargo  on  board  for  which  the 
master  signed  bills  of  lading  for  delivery,  "  paying  freight  for 
the  said  goods,  as  per  charter  party,"  and  the  cargo  was 
delivered  and  the  shipper  paid  his  charterer  before  either  party 
had  any  notice  or  knowledge  of  the  other  charter ;  it  was  held 
that  the  master  could  not  recover  freight  upon  the  bill  of  ladings 
because  that  document  being  equally  applicable  to  either  charter- 
party,  there  was  in  fact  no  agreement  or  contract  between  them, 
and  it  was  further  held  that  there  could  be  no  implied  contract 
with  the  master  to  pay  a  reasonable  freight  for  the  carriage  of 
the  cargo  because  it  was  shipped  in  fulfilment  of  a  contract 
expressly  exclusive  of  such  intention  (c).     "  It  appears,"  said 

ix)  Leake  on  Contracts,  331.  Ch.  333. 

(y)  Smith  V.  Jeffryes,  15  M.  &  W.  (a)  5  Taunt  786. 

662,  per  Aldereon,  B.  (6)  2  H.  &  C.  906. 

(«)  SmUh  V.  Hugh^,  L.  R.  6  Q.  B.  (c)  Smidt  v.  Tideuy  L.  R.  9  Q.  B. 

597  ;  Marshall  v.  Berridge,  51  L.  J.  446. 
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c»»>p.  i>  the  Court  (d),  **  that  each  of  the  parties  acted  ander  a  mistake. 
The  master  supposed  that  the  bill  of  lading  which  he  signed 
referred  to  his  charter-party ;  the  defendants  supposed  that  it 
referred  to  the  charter-party  which  they  had  made.  Each  of 
them  was  ignorant  of  what  was  in  the  mind  of  the  other;  each 
acted  in  good  faith,  and  neither  of  them  did  anything  calculated 
to  or  which  did  in  any  way  mislead  the  other.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  bill  of  lading  being  ambiguous  and  equally 
capable  of  being  applied  to  the  one  charter-party  as  to  the 
other,  we  cannot  hold  it  to  be  a  contract  or  evidence  of  a  con- 
tract between  the  parties.  It  does  not  express  that  which  was 
common  to  both  minds,  and  therefore  it  is  not  binding  upon  the 
parties." 

But  one  of  the  parties  to  an  apparent  contract  may  by  his 
own  fault  be  precluded  from  setting  up  that  he  entered  into  it 
in  a  different  sense  to  that  in  which  it  was  understood  by  the 
other.  Thus,  in  the  case  of  a  sale  by  sample  where  the  vendor 
exhibited  by  mistake  a  wrong  sample,  it  was  held  that  the  con- 
tract was  not  avoided  by  this  error  of  the  vendor  («).  But  if 
the  purchaser  be  aware  that  the  vendor  was  under  a  mistake  as 
to  the  sample  he  was  offering,  the  vendor  would  be  entitled  to 
show  that  be  had  not  intended  to  enter  into  the  contract  by 
which  the  purchaser  sought  to  bind  him  (/).  "If,  therefore,*' 
said  Mr.  Justice  Haonen  (g),  "the  plaintiff  knew  that  the 
defendant  in  dealing  with  him  for  oats  did  so  on  the  assumption 
that  the  plaintiff  was  contracting  to  sell  him  old  oats,  he  was 
aware  that  he  apprehended  the  contract  in  a  different  sense  to 
that  in  which  he  meant  it,  and  he  is  thereby  deprived  of  the 
right  to  insist  that  the  defendant  shall  be  bound  by  that 
which  was  only  the  apparent  and  not  the  real  bargain." 

Care  must  be  taken  not  to  confound  a  common  mis- 
take as  to  the  subject-matter  of  sale  or  the  price  or  the 
terms  which  prevent  the  sale  from  ever  coming  into  exist- 
ence by  reason  of  the  absence  of  a  consensus  ad  idem,  with  a 
mistake   made   by  one  of  the  parties  as  to  a  collateral  fact 

((£)  lb., 449.  (/)  Sinith   v.    Hughes,  L.   R.    6 

(«)  Scott  V.  Liitledalc,  8  E.  &  B.      Q.  B.  607. 
815.  {y)  lb.,  610. 
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Or  what  maybe  termed  a  mistake  in  motive.  If  the  buyer  pur-  CW-  ^- 
chases  the  very  article  at  th^  very  price  and  on  the  very  terms 
intended  by  him  and  by  the  vendor,  the  sale  is  complete  by 
mutual  assent,  even  though  the  buyer  or  the  seller  may  be  totally 
mistaken  in  the  motive  which  induced  the  assent  {h).  If,  for 
example,  a  man  buy  a  horse  without  a  warranty,  believing  him  to 
be  sound,  and  the  horse  turns  out  unsound,  it  is  not  open  to  him 
to  say  that  as  he  had  intended  to  buy  a  sound  horse  and  the 
seller  to  sell  an  unsound  one,  the  contract  is  void  because  the 
seller  must  have  known  from  the  price  the  buyer  wa^  wiUing 
to  give,  or,  from  his  general  habits  as  a  buyer  of  horses,  that  he 
thought  the  horse  was  sound.  So,  also,  if  a  trainer  of  horses 
agree  to  buy  a  particular  parcel  of  oats,  believing  them  to  be 
old  oats,  and  therefore  suitable  for  his  purpose,  new  oats  being 
unsuitable,  but  omits  to  make  their  age  a  condition  of  the  con- 
tract, the  sale  is  good  although  the  oats  are  new  and  unsuitable 
for  the  purpose  of  the  buyer  (i).  '*  All  that  can  be  said,"  said 
Chief  Justice  Cockburn  (j),  **  ia  that  the  two  minds  were  not 
ad  idem  as  to  the  age  of  the  oats.  They  certainly  were  ad 
idem  as  to  the  sale  and  purchase  of  them." 

Where  one  of  the  parties  to  a  contract  having  partial  in-  Specific  perform- 
terests,  but  believing  himself  to  be  entitled  to  the  entirety,  pensation  in 
enters  into  a  contract  with  a  purchaser  to  sell  the  estate  in  its  *^*"®*  ®^  mirtake, 
entirety,  it  is  not  competent  to  him  afterwards  to  say  that  be- 
cause the  purchaser  cannot  have  the  estate  in  its  entirety,  he  is 
not  entitled  to  such  an  interest  as  the  vendor  can  give.    The 
vendor  is  bound  by  the  assertion  in  his  contract,  and  if  the  pur- 
chaser chooses  to  take  as  much  as  the  vendor  can  give  a  title 
to,  he  is  entitled  to  have  specific  performance  of  as  much  as  the 
vendor  can  give  a  title  to,  with  an  abatement  or  compensation 
for  the  deficiency  (k). 

Mistake  is  not  an  answer  to  an  action  for  specific  performance 
when  tire  mistake  is  not  sa  to  the  essential  terms  of  a  contract, 
but  is  a  mistake  as  to  the  quantity,  of  acres  of  land  comprised 

(h)  Benjamin  on  Sale,  58.  (k)  Mortlock   v.    BuUer,  10  Vea 

(t)  Smith  V.  Hughes,  L.  R.  6  Q.  315  ;  Burrow  v.  Scammell,  19  Ch. 
B.  597.  D.  175. 

(j  )  lb.,  606. 
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^^p-  ^*  in  a  contract.  In  such  a  case  the  mistake  is  a  proper  subject 
for  compensation  (Z).  Where  accordingly  the  plaintiff  offered  to 
take  a  lease  of  a  farm  belonging  to  the  defendant  at  a  rent  of 
6007.  per  annum,  specifying  in  his  tender  the  closes  which  be 
wished  to  take  with  their  acreage,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
249  acres,  and  defendant's  agents  who  had  in  fact  let  one  of 
the  closes  to  another  person  and  desired  only  to  let  214  acres 
with  the  farm,  accepted  plaintiff's  offer ;  it  was  held  that  the 
defendant  must  grant  the  plaintiff  a  lease  of  214  acres  at  a 
rent  reduced  in  proportion  (m). 
Money  paid  Money  paid  Yoluotarily  under  mistake  of  fact  is  recoveiable 

under  iniiftake      i     .^       .  ^  j  •  -.         i  ••    ■  •      j.    •      . •  j 

of  f^ict.  both  at  law  and  m  equity  where  it  is  against  justice  and  con- 

science that  the  receiver  should  retain  it  (n).  It  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  preclude  a  man  from  recovering  money  paid  by  him 
under  a  mistake  of  fact  that  he  had  the  means  of  knowledge  of 
the  fact,  or  that  he  has  been  careless  in  omitting  to  use  due 
diligence  to  inquire  into  the  fact  (o).  Money^  indeed,  paid 
under  a  bond  fide  forgetfulness  of  facts  which  disentitled  the 
receiver  to  receive  it,  may  be  recovered  back.(p). 

If,  however,  money  is  intentionally  paid  without  reference  to 
the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  fact,  the  party  paying  meaning  to 
waive  all  enquiiy  into  it,  and  that  the  person  receiving  it  shall 
have  the  money  at  all  events,  whether  the  fact  be  true  or  false, 
the  latter  is  entitled  to  retain  it  {pp). 

MoDey  paid  in  ignorance  of  the  facts  is  recoverable,  provided 
there  has  been  no  laches  in  the  party  paying.  There  may  be 
cases  where  on  account  of  the  mutual  relation  between  the 
parties,  the  party  paying  the  money,  though  under  mistake  of 
fact,  is  by  breach  of  duty  disentitled  from  recovering  (y).  Thus, 
a  banker  who  paid  money  on  a  forged  cheque  and  had  not,  as 
bankers  are  bound  to  do,  given  notice  of  the  forgery  of  the 

(0  M'Kenzie  v.  Hesketh,  7  Cli.  D.  Tovmsend  v.  Crowdy,  8  C.  B.  N.  S. 

680.  494. . 

(m)  lb.  (p)  Kelly  v.  Solari,  9  M.  &  W. 

(n)  Kelly  v.    Solaris  9  M.  &  W.  54. 
54  ;    Freeman  v.   Jeffries,   L.  R.   4  (pp)  lb.,  per  Lord  Wensleydale. 

Exch.   198 ;  Kendal  v.  Wood,  ib.,  6  (q)  Durrant  v.  Ecclesiastical  Com- 

Exch.  262.  missioners,  6  Q.  B.  D.  235. 

(o)  Kelly  V.  Holari,  9  M.  &  W.  54  ; 
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cheque,  was  held  not  entitled  to  recover  the  money  back  (r).  Qhap.  I. 
But  if  there  is  no  duty  cast  on  the  party  paying  money  which 
makes  his  delay  in  discovering  the  mistake  laclua  on  his  part,  he 
may  recover  back  money  paid  by  him  under  mistake  of  fact  (9). 
In  a  case  accordingly  where  the  plaintiflf  by  mistake  paid  to 
defendants  who  were  owners  of  the  tithes  of  a  parish  tithe  rent- 
charge  in  respect  of  lands  not  in  his  occupation,  and  did  not 
discover  the  mistake  until  the  two  years  limited  by  6  &  7  Will. 
IV.,  c.  71,  for  the  recovery  of  a  rent-charge  had  expired  and 
the  defendants  had  lost  their  remedy  for  theif  arrears  against 
the  lands  actually  chargeable ;  it  was  held  that  he  might  re- 
cover the  money  paid  by  him  in  mistake  from  the  defendants, 
inasmuch  as  there  was  no  duty  cast  on  him  in  relation  to  the 
defendants  which  made  his  delay  in  discovering  the  mistake 
laches  on  his  part  (Q. 

Where  money  has  been  paid  to  an  agent  under  a  mistake  of 
fact  and  the  agent  has  either  paid  it  over  or  settled  his  account 
with  his  principal  and  is  guilty  of  no  fraud  in  the  matter,  he  is 
not  liable  to  refund  the  money.  Recourse  must  be  had  to  the 
principal  (ti). 

The  principle  that  money  paid  under  mistake  of  fact  may  be 
recovered  back  does  not  apply  where  the  mistake  was  not  made 
by  the  person  who  paid  the  money,  but  by  another  person  on 
whose  mistake  he  thought  fit  to  act  {x). 

In  cases  in  which  the  party  receiving  the  money  may  have 
been  ignorant  of  the  mistake  of  the  party  paying  it,  a  demand 
should  be  made  before  bringing  an  action  to  recover  it  {y).  In 
cases  of  fraud,  however,  the  instant  that  money  is  paid  under  a 
misrepresentation  of  fact  the  right  of  action  accrues  (z). 

Where  accounts  are  impeached  and  it  is  shown  that  they  con-  Eitotb  in 

aooouDtB. 

(r)  Cocks  V.  Masterman,  9  B.  &  C.  406. 

902.  (35)  Moss  v.  Mersey  Docks,  <fcc,  Co, 

(«)  Ihirrant  v.  Ecclesiastical  Com-  20  W.  R.  700. 

missionersy  6  Q.  B.  D.  235.  (y)  Kelly  v.  Solari,  9  M.  &  W.  58, 

(J,)  lb.  p^  Lord  Wenflleydale ;  Freeman  v. 

(u)  Holland  v.  RusseUy  1  B.  &  S.  Jeffries,  L.  R.  4.  Exch.  198. 

432,  4  B.  &  S.  14.    See  Skand  v.  (2)  Pope  v.  Wray,  4  M.  &  W.  453  ; 

Grant,   15  C.  B.  N.  S.  325;  conip.  per  Lord  Wensleydide. 
Neuxdl  V.  Tomlinenn,  L.   R.  6  C.  P. 
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Ch^.^^ tidn  errors  of  considerable  extent,  both  in  number  and  im- 

Opening  portance,  the  Court  will  order  such  accounts,  though  extending 

Accounts. 

over  a  long  period  of  years,  to  be  opened,  and  will  not  merely 
give  liberty  to  surcharge  and  falsify.  If  a  fiduciary  relation 
exists  between  the  parties,  the  Court  will  make  a  similar 
order,  if  such  accounts  are  shown  to  contain  a  less  number  of 
errors  (a).  A  single  important  error  in  an  account  is  sufficient 
to  entitle  the  Court  to  open  an  account  if  it  thinks  fit  to  do 
so  (6).  But  where  a  single  item  is  complained  of  and  the 
accounts  are  of  some  years'  standing,  the  Court  will  not,  as  a 
general  rule,  except  in  the  case  of  fraud,  order  the  whole  ac- 
count to  be  opened,  but  will  order  that  the  plaintiff  be  at 
liberty  to  surcharge  and  falsify  (c). 
arrorsdiacoyered      ^g  ^  rreneral  rule  a  purchaser,  after  the  conveyance  is  executed 

after  execution  °  *^  '  •' 

of  conveyance,     by  all  necessary  parties,  has  no  remedy  in  respect  of  any  defect 

either  in  the  title  to  or  quantity  or  quality  of  the  estate  which 
are  not  covered  by  the  vendor's  covenants  (d).  In  the  case  of 
Legge  v.  Croker  (e)  it  was  held  that  no  compensation  could  be 
granted  in  a  case  where  a  lease  had  been  deliberately  executed 
making  no  mention  of  a  right  of  way  over  the  premises,  though 
there  was  such  a  right  of  way  and  though  the  lessor  had  more 
than  once  represented  to  the  lessee  that  there  was  no  such  right 
of  ^ay,  and  though  the  heads  of  the  intended  agreement  be- 
tween the  parties,  including  the  statement  that  there  was  no 
such  right  of  way,  had  been  reduced  to  writing,  but  not  signed 
by  the  parties  before  the  lease  was  prepared.  So  abo  in  Brett 
V.  Clowser  (/),  the  Court  held  that  a  purchaser  was.  not  entitled 
to  compensation  after  the  completion  of  the  purcha^  for  the 
absence  of  a  right  of  way  which  the  auctioneer  at  the  sale 
honestly,  but  under  a  mistake,  represented  to  belong  to  the 
premises. 


(rt)  WiUiafMon  v.  Barbour,  9  Ch.  550. 

D.  529.  (d)  Clare  v.  Lamb,  L.  R  Ip  C.  P. 

(6)  Coleman  v.  MeUersh,  2  Mac.  &  335  ;  AUm  v.  Bichardeon,  13  Ch.  D. 

G.  309  ;  Pritt  v.  Clay,  6  Beav.  503.  524. 

(c)  Allfrey  v.  AUfrey,  1  Mac.  &  G.  (<?)  1  Ba.  &  Be.  506. 

87  ;  Gething  v.   Keighley,  9  Ch.  D.  (/)  5  C.  P.  D.  388. 
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But  where  in  an  agreement  for  the  sale  of  land  the  conditions  ^^^P>  ^' 
of  sale  provide  that  if  any  error  or  misstatement  should  be 
found  in  the  particulars  of  sale,  it  should  not  annul  the  sale, 
but  that  compensation  should  be  made  in  respect  thereof,  an 
error  although  not  discovered  until  after  the  completion  of  the 
conveyance,  is  a  proper  subject  of  compensation  within  the 
meaning  of  the  condition.  If  no  distinction  is  made  in  the 
conditions  of  sale  between  an  error  or  mistake  discovered  before 
and  one  discovered  after  the  execution  of  the  conveyance,  it 
will  not  be  imported  into  the  contract  {g). 

In  a  case  where  leasehold  premises  were  sold  by  the  executors 
of  a  deceased  husband  under  a  mistake  that  the  property 
belonged  to  him,  whereas  it  belonged  to  the  wife,  and  the  con- 
veyance was  •  completed,  the  property  being  afterwards  re* 
covered  by  the  widow,  it  was  held  that  the  purchaser  could  not 
recover  the  purchase-monies  as  upon  a  failure  of  considera- 
tion {h).  "  Here,"  it  was  said  (AA),  "  the  plaintiff  is  calling  on 
the  vendors  to  refimd  money  which  they  honestly  believed 
themselves  to  be  entitled  to  at  the  time  they  received  it"  (i). 

The  application  for  relief  on  the  ground  of  mistake  must  be  Principles  on 
made  with  due  diligence  (/c).  In  cases  of  mistake,  as  in  cases  i^terpoies  on 
of  fraud,  time  runs  from  the  discovery  (Z).  muSbT'^  ""^ 

Where  there  has  been  some  common  mistake  as  to  some 
essential  fact,  forming  an  inducement  to  the  contract,  whether 
it  be  a  mistake  as  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  contract,  or  the 
price,  or  the  terms,  that  is,  where  the  circumstances  justify  the 
inference  that  no  contract  would  have  been  made  if  the  whole 
truth  had  been  known  to  the  pailies,  the  conti*act  is  voidable 
at  the  election  of  either  of  the  parties.  If  either  party  has  per- 
formed his  part  of  the  contract  during  the  continuance  of  the 

{g)  Bob  v.  Helsham,  L.  R.  2  Exch.  (k)  BeaumoiU  v.  Bramleyy  T.  &  R. 

76  ;  Re  Turner  dt  Skelton,  13  Ch.  D.  43 ;  Dmys  v.  Shuckburgh,  4  Y.  &  C. 

130 ;   Phelps  v.  fVhitey  7  L.   R.  I.  53  ;  Stone  v.  Godfrey,  5  D.  M.  &  G. 

160  ;  contra  Maneon  v.  Tkacker,  7  76  ;    Bentley  v.  Mackay,  31   Beav. 

•  Ch.  D.  623.  143,  4  D.  F.  &  J.  279,  eupra,  p.  339 

(h)  Clare  v.  Lamb,  L.  R.  10  C.  P.  et  seq.  ;  Grymes  v.  Sanders,  3  Otto 

.340.  (Amer.)  62. 

{hh)  lb.  (/)  Brooksbank  v.  Smith,  2  Y.   & 

(t)  Stijyra,  \k  520.  C.  60,  supra,  p.  345. 
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mistake: 


Chap.  L 


mistake,  be  may  set  aside  the  contract  on  discoyering  the 
truth,  unless  he  has  done  something  to  render  it  impossible  for 
him  to  restore  the  other  party  to  the  condition  in  which  he  was 
before  the  contract  was  made  (m). 

'  Transactions,  although  impeachable  on  the  ground  of  mistake, 
are  nevertheless  subject  to  all  real  and  just  equities  between 
the  parties.  The  Court  will  not  set  aside  a  transaction  without 
restoring  the  party  against  whom  it  interferes,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  that  which  shall  be  a  just  situation  with  reference  to  the 
rights  which  he  had  antecedently  to  the  transaction  (n).  If  the 
Coui-t  sees  that  it  can  restore  the  parties  to  their  former  con- 
dition, or  place  them  in  the  same  situation  in  which  they  would 
have  stood  but  for  the  mistake,  without  interfering  with  any 
new  right  acquired  by  others,  on  the  faith  of  the  altered  con- 
dition of  the  legal  rights,  the  jurisdiction  will  be  exercised  (o). 
The  Court  will  not,  however,  relieve  against  a  mistake,  unless 
it  is  fully  satisfied  that  it  can  make  ample  compensation  (p). 
If  the  Court  sees  that  the  parties  cannot  be  restored  to  that 
which  shall  be  a  just  situation  with  reference  to  the  rights 
which  they  had  antecedently  to  the  transaction,  or  that  the 
tnistake  cannot  be  corrected  without  breaking  in  upon,  or 
affecting  the  rights  of  innocent  parties,  who  were  not  aware  of 
the  existence  of  the  mistake,  when  their  rights  accrued,  relief 
cannot  be  given  (q).  But  if  a  good  case  be  made  out,  the 
Court  will  not  hold  its  hand  merely  because  on  account  of  cir- 
cumstances which  have  intervened,  it  may  be  difficult  to  restore 


(m)  Coz  V.  Prentice,  3  M.  &  S.  344  ; 
Blackburn  v.  Smith,  2  Exch.  783  ; 
Strickland  v.  Turner,  7  Exch.  208 ; 
CUtrke  v.  Dickson,  R  B.  &  E.  148 ; 
Freeman  v.  Jeffries,  L  R  4  ExcL 
195. 
(n)  Supra,  p.  367. 
(o)  M' Alpine  v.  Swift,  1  Ba.  &  Be. 
293  ;  Dacre  v.  Gorges,  2  Sim.  &  St 
454.  See  Millar  v.  Craig,  6  Beav. 
433  ;  Meadows  v.  Meadows,  16  Beav. 
404 ;  Scholfield  v.  Tevipler,  John, 
105. 


(p)  Macalpine  v.  Swift,  1  Ba.  & 
Be.  293  ;  Dacre  v.  Gorges,  2  Sim.  & 
St.  454,  supra,  p.  372. 

(^)  McUden  v.  Menill,  2  Atk.  8 ; 
aifton  V.  Gocklywm,  3  M.  &  K.  76  ; 
Blackie  v.  Clarke,  15  Beav.  595  ;  Re 
Saxon  Life  Insurance  Co.,  2  J.  &  H. 
408  ;  Bateman  v.  Boynton,  1  Ch. 
359;  Fowler's  Case,  14  Eq.  316; 
mpra,  pp.  367,  369,  370.  Comp. 
Broughton  v.  Hutt,  3  D.  &  J.  501. 
See,  also,  Domat  Li  v.  1,  tit.  18,  s.  1, 
art.  13—17. 
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the  paities  exactly  to  their  original  condition  (r).     It  is  enough       ^^^^p-  ^ 

if   the  Court  sees  that  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  adjust  so 

as  to  place  the  parties  in  a  position  in  which  they  would  receive 

little  or  no  prejudice  from  what  has  been  done  (a).    As  against 

bond  fide  purchasers  for  value  without  notice,  no  relief  can  be 

had   in   equity  (t).     But  if  lands  shown  to  a  purchaser  are 

accepted  in  the  conveyance  under  a  name  by  which  he  did  not 

know  them,  he  may,  by  getting  in  an  outstanding  legal  estate, 

hold  them,  even  as  against  a  subsequent  purchaser  for  valuable 

consideration,  and  without  notice  (u). 

If  the  subject  matter  of  the  transaction  be  real  estate,  and 
there  bas  been  a  conveyance,  a  reconveyance  will  be  ordered, 
if  a  case  be  made  out  for  the  interference  of  the  Court  (x). 

On  setting  aside  a  transaction  on  the  ground  of  mistake,  the 
Court  may,  with  a  view  of  putting  the  parties  in  the  position  in 
which  they  have  an  equity  to  stand,  annex  conditions  to  the 
decrea  In  a  case,  for  example,  where,  by  a  mistake  in  drawing 
up  an  instrument,  the  rent  named  as  payable  upon  the  lease  of 
premises  was  considerably  less  than  the  amount  actually  agreed 
upon  between  the  parties,  and  the  mistake  was  knowii  to  one 
of  the  parties  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  instrument, 
but  not  to  the  other,  the  Court  gave  the  lessee  an  election  to 
continue  in  the  tenancy,  on  consenting  to  pay  the  amount  of 
rent,  which  ought  to  have  been  inserted  in  the  instniment,  or 
to  abandon  the  lease,  and  pay  for  use  and  occupation  during  the 
period  he  had  been  in  possession  of  the  premises  at  the  higher 
rate,  being  compensated  for  all  repairs  of  a  permanent  cha- 
racter, but  not  for  the  expense  of  taking  possession  of  the 
premises  and  establishing  himself  in  business.  It  was  also  held 
that  the  lessor  was  responsible  to  refund  the  monies  advanced 
to  the  lessee  upon  the  security  of  the  lease  with  costs;  the 


(r)  Earl  Beauckamp  v.  Winn^  6  Ab.  355. 

R  &  I.  App.  Ca.  232.  (a;)  Cox  v.  Brutm,  6  W.  E.  544  ; 

(*)  lb.    .  Leuini  v.  HiUas,  2  D.  &  J.   120 ; 

{t)  Maiden  v.  MenUl,  2  Atk.  8  ;  Malmesbury  v.  Malmesburyy  31  Beav. 

Warrick  v.    Warrick,  3  Atk.  293 ;  418  :  supra,  p.  373.    See  as  to  temLs 

wipro,  p.  349  et  seq,  of  reconveyance,  supra,    pp.    373, 

(«)  Oxioick  V.  Brockett,  1  Eq.  Ca.  374,  375. 
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^^P-  ^'  lessee  being  liable  over  to  the  lessor  for  repayment  of  tbe  same, 
on  tbe  ground  that,  if  the  lease  were  rejected,  the  premises 
must  stand  as  a  security  for  tbe  money  so  advanced  ;  and  if  tbe 
lease  was  accepted,  it  was  primarily  liable  for  the  repayment  of 
the  same  to  the  lessor  (y). 

Acquiescence  in  what  has  been  done  will  not  be  a  bar  to 
relief  where  the  party  alleged  to  have  acquiesced  has  acted  or 
abstained  from  acting  through  being  ignorant  that  he  possessed 
rights  which  would  be  available  against  that  which  he  per- 
mitted to  be  enjoyed  {z). 

A  party  to  an  apparent  agreement  which  is  void  on  the 
ground  of  mistake  may  assert  tbe  nullity  of  the  ti-ansaction  by 
way  of  defence,  and  may  seek  by  counterclaim  to  have  the 
instrument  sued  on  set  aside.  If  he  has  actually  paid  money 
as  in  performance  of  a  supposed  valid  agreement,  and  in 
ignorance  of  the  facts  which  exclude  the  validity  of  the  agree- 
ment, he  may  recover  back  his  money  as  having  been  paid 
without  consideration. 

'Where  the  defendant  had  induced  the  plaintiff  to  execute  an 
agreement  to  take  a  lease  at  a  certain  rent  under  the  represen- 
tation that  that  was  the  rent  at  which  he  held  the  same  pre- 
mises of  his  landlord,  whereas  in  fact  he  held  at  a  lower  rent ; 
upon  a  bill  filed  for  the  correction  of  the  agi*eement  and  for 
specific  performance  by  granting  a  lease  at  a  lower  rent ;  it  was 
held  that  although  the  plaintiff  could  not  be  compelled  to  take 
the  lease  at  the  rent  stated  in  the  agreement,  he  was  not 
entitled  to  have  one  at  the  lower  rent,  because  the  defendant 
could  not  be  charged  with  any  other  agreement  than  that 
executed  (a). 
Measnre  of  Upon  a  contract  for  the  sale  and  purchase  of  real  estate,  if 

(kmagea.  ^jj^  vendor,  without  fraud,  is  incapable  of  making  a  good  title, 

the  proposing  purchaser  is  not  entitled  to  recover  damages  for 
the  loss  of  his  bargain.  He  can  only  recover  the  expenses  he 
has  incurred  (6).     To  entitle  a  plaintiff,  in  an  action  for  specific 

(y)  Garrard  v.  Frankd,  30  Beav.  (a)    Woollam  v.  Heam,  7   Ves. 

445.  211. 

(ss)  Earl  Beauchamp  v.  Winn,  6  E.  (h)  Bain  v.  FothergUl,  7  E.  &  I. 

&  I.  App.  Ca.  223,  mpra,  p.  333-335.  App.  Ca.  158. 


MISTAKE.  527 

performance,  tx)  recover  damages  other  than  his  expenses  in       <^*p-  ^' 
respect  of  a  breach  of  contract  by  defendant,  misrepresentation 
must  be  pleaded  and  established  (o). 

In  an  action  for  taking  coal  from  plaintiff's  land,  in  the  absence 
of  any  wilful  wrong,  or  other  circumstances  warranting  punitive 
damages,  the  true  rule  of  damages  is  the  value  of  the  coal  at 
the  pit's  mouthy  less  the  cost  of  labour  in  severing  it  from  the 
freehold  and  raising  it  to  the  pit's  mouth  (d). 

In  an  action  for  logs  of  wood  cut  and  carried  away  in  the 
mistaken  belief  that  the  defendant's  employer  was  the  owner, 
the  measure  of  damages  is  the  value  in  the  woods  whence  they 
were  taken,  and  not  at  the  mill  where  they  were  carried  to  be 
sawed  (e). 

Where  an  action  is  brought  for  specific  performance,  and 
specific  performance  is  refused  on  the  ground  of  mistake,  the 
C!ourt  ought  to  give  the  same  damages  as  would,  under  the  old 
practice,  have  been  given  in  an  action  at  law  (/). 

Courts  of  equity  have  jurisdiction  on  the  ground  of  mistake  l>efectivo 
to  relieve  against  the  defective  execution  of  a  power.  If  the  powers, 
formalities  required  by  a  power  are  not  strictly  complied  with, 
an  appointment  under  the  power  is  invalid  at  law,  and  the 
property  which  is  the  subject  of  the  power  will  go  as  in  default 
of  appointment.  In  equity,  however,  if  an  intention  to  execute 
the  power  be  suflBciently  declared,  but,  by  reason  of  some  in- 
formality, the  act  declaring  the  intention  is  not  an  execution  of 
the  power,  the  Court  will,  in  favour  of  certain  parties,  aid  the 
defective  execution,  by  compelling  the  person  seised  of  the  legal 
estate  to  do  that  which  was  intended  to  be  done  (g).  The 
supplying  the  surrender  of  a  copyhold  and  the  supplying  the 
execution  of  a  power  which  is  defective  in  form  go  hand  in 
hand.     Wherever  there  is  a  decision  that  the  Court  will  supply 


(c)  Rock   Portland  Cement   Co.  v.  (/)  Tamplin  y.  Jamesy  15  Ch.  D. 

Wiliony  31  W.  R.  193.  220. 

((£)  Llynvi  Co.  v.  Brogden,  11  Eq.  (g)  Chapnum  y.  Oibeony  3  Bro.  C. 

188  ;  Jegon  v.  Vivian,  6  Ch.  742.  C.   229  ;  Shannon  v.   Bradstreet,  1 

(«)   Tilden  v.  Johnwny  36  Amer.  Sch.  &  Lef.  63 ;  Sayer  v.  Sayer,  7 

Rep.  769.  Ha.  377. 
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^^P'  ^-       a  surrender,  it  follows  that  the  Court  will  also  supply  the  defec- 
tive execution  of  a  power  (h). 

The  powers  to  which  the  equity  extends  are  those  which  have 

« 

been  created  by  way  of  use,  as  distinct  from  bare  authorities  con- 
ferred by  law.     Acts  done  under  authorities  of  this  latter  kind, 
as  for  example  leases  or  conveyances  by  a  tenant  in' tail,  are  only 
binding,  when  regular  and  complete.    The  principle  of  the  dis- 
tinction appears  to  be  that  powers  limited  by  use  are  mere 
reservations  out   of  the  original   ownership,  constituting  the 
donee  a  q^msi-owner  and  the  remainderman  a  qvaai-heiv ;  and, 
consequently,  that  in  conformity   with    this  hypothesis,   the 
donee's  contracts  for  value  ought  to  bind  the  remainderman, 
and  his  meritorious  intention,  if  unaltered,  ought  to  have  the 
same  effect  (i).    The  soundness  of  this  equity  has  been  ques- 
tioned by  Sir  William  Grant,  and  its  principle  seems  difficult 
to  sustain.    For  the  power  given,  though  doubtless  in  some 
sense  a  modified  ownership,  does  not  confer  an  absolute  right 
to  dispose  of  the  property,  but  a  right  to  do  so  in  a  specific 
way ;  and  the  chance  that  the  power  may  never  be  executed  or 
that  it  may  not  be  executed  in  the  manner  prescribed  is  an 
advantage  given  to  the  remainderman.    If  therefore  his  interest 
is  to  be  regai-ded,  it  is  difficult  to  see  why  he  should  be  bound 
by  any  other  than  the  prescribed  act,  for  he  is  a  stranger  to  any 
equity  between  the  donee  of  the  power  and  the  party  in  whose 
favour  it  is  intended  to  be  executed.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  his 
interest  is  subordinate  to  the  intention  of  the  doneo  of  the  power, 
the  intention  of  such  donee  ought  to  be  sustained,  whatever  be 
the  consideration  on  which  it  rests  (k). 

Whatever  opinion  may,  however,  be  entertained  as  to  the 
original  soundness  of  the  equity,  there  is  no  question  that  it  is 
established  by  precedent,  but  it  is  confined  to  cases  of  execution 
formally  defective,  or  of  contract  amounting  to  such  defective 
execution  (I).  If  there  be  no  such  execution  or  contract,  the 
Court  cannot  interpose ;  for  unless  where  the  power  is  in  the 

(h)  Sayer  v.  Sayer,  7  Ha.   387  ;  (k)  Holmes  v.  CogktU,  7  Ves.  506, 

per  Wigram,   V.-C. ;    Chapman   v.  12  Ves.  206,  Adams  Doct  Eq.  99. 

Gibson,  3  Bro.  C.  C.  229.  (J)  Adams  Doct.  Eq.  100, 

{{)  Adams  Doct.  Eq.  99. 
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nature  of  a  trust,  the  donee  has  his  choice  whether  to  execute  Chap-  ^- 
it  or  not ;  and  if  he  does  not  execute  or  attempt  to  execute, 
there  is  no  equity  to  execute  it  for  him  or  to  do  that  for  him 
which  he  did  not  think  fit  to  do  himself  (m).  Nor  can  an  exe- 
cution be  aided  in  equity,  if  the  defect  be  not  formal,  but  in 
the  substance  of  the  power,  for  such  aid  would  defeat  the 
intention  of  the  donor.  If,  for  example,  a  tenant  for  life 
has  power  to  lease  with  the  consent  of  trustees  or  others,  an 
agreement  by  the  tenant  for  life  alone  to  lease  will  not  be 
aided  {n). 

The  only  persons  in  whose  favour  equity  will  interpose  to  Persons  in  whose 

1       .T_      J   /»    J.    •       j.T_  ±*  r  "LA  favour  the  defec- 

supply  the  defect  m  the  execution  of  a  power  are,  a  ootuX  ^ivg  ^ecution  of 
fide  purchaser  for  valuable  consideration  (o),  a  creditor  (^),  a  ^.J^®'^  ^^  ^ 
charity  (g),  a  wife  or  a  legitimate  child  (r).  To  no  other  per- 
sons, except  a  wife  and  legitimate  child,  will  the  aid  of  the  Court 
be  granted  upon  the  ground  of  a  meritorious  consideration  (s). 
The  equity  does  not  extend  to  the  case  of  a  defective  execution 
by  a  wife  in  favour  of  her  husband  {t) ;  nor  to  a  defective  exe- 
cution in  favour  of  a  natural  child,  a  father,  mother,  brother, 
sister,  nephew,  or  cousin :  d  fortiori  it  does  not  extend  to  a 
volunteer  (u). 

The  character  of  purchaser,  creditor,  wife,  or  child,  must  be 
borne  by  the  party  claiming  relief  in  relation  to  the  donee  of 
the  power  and  not  to  the  person  creating  the  power  {x). 

In  Wilkinson  v.  Nelson  (y),  a  deed  of  appointment  in  favour 
of  some  of  the  objects  of  a  power,  was  rectified  by  the  insertion 
of  a  hotchpot  clause,  the  Court  being  satisfied  that  the  intention 
of  the  donee  of  the  power  was  to  produce  equality,  and  that  the 
clause  had  been  omitted  by  mistake  (z). 

(m)  Toilet  V.    ToUet,  2  P.  Wins.  Medwin  v.  Sayidham,  3  Sw.   686 ; 

489.  Proby  v.  Landor,  28  Beav.  504. 

(n)  Lawremon  v.  BxMery  1  Sch.  &  («)  Moodie  v.  Beidy  1  Madd.  616. 

Le£  13.  (0  lb. 

(o)  Hughes  v.  Wells,  9  Ha.  769  ;  (u)  Sug.    Pow.    535,    and    cases 

Affieek  v.  Affleck,  3  Sm.  &  G.  394  ;  cited. 
Sug.  Pow.  533,  534.  (x)  Sug.  Pow.  537. 

(p)  Chartered  Barik  of  Australia  {y)  7  Jur.  N.  S.  481. 

V.  Lm^priere,  L.  R.  4  P.  C.  597.  (z)  See  KiUick  v.  Gray,  46  L.  T. 

(q)  Innes  v.  Say&r,  7  Ha.  377.  N.  S.  583. 

(r)  Hervey  v.  Hervey,  1  Atk.  567  ; 

M  M 
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Cbap.  L 

Intention  to 
execnte  the 
power  must 
appear. 


It  is  not  safficient  in  order  to  constitute  a  case  entitling  a 
party  to  relief  in  equity  on  the  ground  of  the  defective  execu- 
tion of  a  power  that  there  should  be  a  mere  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  donee  to  execute  the  power^  without  some  steps 
taken  to  give  it  a  legal  effect.  Some  steps  must  be  taken  or 
some  acts  must  be  done  with  this  sole  and  definite  intention, 
and  such  steps  or  acts  must  be  properly  referable  to  an  intention 
to  execute  the  power  (a).  A  mere  parol  promise  or  agreement 
to  execute  the  power  is  not  sufficient  (6).  Nor  is  the  mere 
expression  of  a  wish  contained  in  a  memorandum  sufficient  (c). 
But  if  an  intention  to  execute  the  power  appear  clearly  by  some 
paper  or  instrument  in  writing,  equity  will  aid  a  defect  which 
arises  from  the  instrument  itself  being  informal  or  inappro- 
priate (d) :  as,  for  instance,  where  the  donee  of  a  power  cove- 
nants (e),  or  merely  enters  into  an  agreement,  not  under  seal, 
to  execute  the  power  (/),  or  when  by  his  will  he  desires  the 
remainderman  to  create  the  estate  authorised  by  the  power  (g), 
or  if  he  promises  by  letter  to  gi*ant  an  estate  which  he  could 
only  do  by  the  exercise  of  his  power  (h),  or  if  having  a  power  to 
appoint  by  an  instrument  sealed  and  delivered,  he  wrote  and 
signed  an  unattested  paper  expressing  his  intention  that  a  par- 
ticular child  shall  have  the  property  which  is  the  subject  of  the 
power  (i),  or  where  a  woman  having  a  power  to  appoint  a  fund 
by  deed  or  will  gives  a  letter  charging  the  fund  in  favour  of  a 
purchaser  for  value  (k).  In  all  these  and  the  like  cases  equity 
will  supply  the  defect.  So  also  a  recital  by  the  donee  of  a 
power,  in  the  marriage  settlement  of  one  of  his  daughters,  who 
was  one  of  the  objects  of  the  power,  that  she  was  entitled  to  a 
share  of  a  sum  to  which  she  could  only  be  entitled  by  his 


(a)  Garth  Y.  Townsmd,  7  Eq.  223  ; 
Bruce  V.  Bruce,  11  Eq.  372. 

(h)  Carter  v.  Carter^  Mose.  370  ; 
Shannon  v.  Bradstreetf  1  Sch.  &  Lef. 
•72. 

(c)  Garth  v.  Tovmsend,  7  Eq.  233. 

(d)  Sayer  v.  Sayer,  7  Ha.  377. 
\e)  Siig.  Pow.  550. 

(/)  Shannon  v.  Bradstreet^  1  Sch. 
&  Lef.  52  ;  Dowell  v.  Dew,  1  Y.  &  C. 


C.  C.  346  ;  Sug.  Pow.  550. 

ig)  Vernon  v.  Vernon^  Amb.  3; 
Sug.  Pow.  550. 

{h)  Campbell  v.  Leach,  Amb.  740  ; 
Sug.  Pow.  650. 

(t)  Kennard  v.  Kennard,  8  Ch* 
228. 

(k)  Chartered  Bank  of  Amtralia  v. 
Lenipriere,  L.  R.  4  P.  C.  597. 
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appointment,  has  been  held  sufficient  evidence  of  his  intention 
to  execute  the  power,  so  as  to  be  aided  in  equity  (l),  and  even 
an  answer  to  a  bill  in  chancery  stating  that  the  party  does 
appoint  and  intend  by  writing  in  due  form  to  appoint  will  be 
an  execution  of  the  power  for  this  purpose  (m).  So,  also,  if  the 
power  ought  to  be  executed  by  deed,  but  it  is  executed  by  will, 
the  defective  execution  will  be  supplied  {n),  if  there  is  nothing 
in  the  instrument  creating  the  power  to  mark  the  intention  of 
the  creator  of  the  power  beyond  the  fact  that  he  has  pointed  to 
a  deed  as  the  mode  of  executing  the  power.  But  it  is  competent 
to  a  settlor  to  make  the  nature  and  character  of  the  instrument 
by  which  the  power  he  creates  shall  be  executed  of  the  essence 
of  the  power,  without  observing  which  no  execution  of  his 
power  shall  be  valid.  Equity  in  such  a  case  will  not  uphold 
an  act  which  will  defeat  what  the  person  creating  the  power 
has  declared  by  expression  or  necessary  implication  to  be  a 
material  part  of  his  intention  (o). 

The  Court  will  supply  the  defect  where  there  has  been  a  defec- 
tive execution  of  a  power  by  a  formal  or  appropriate  instrument: 
as,  for  instance,  if  a  deed  be  required  by  the  power  to  be  exe- 
cuted in  the  presence  of  a  certain  number  of  witnesses,  and  it 
be  executed  in  the  presence  of  a  smaller  number  of  witnesses  : 
or  if  it  is  required  to  be  signed  and  sealed,  and  sealing  is 
omitted  (p).  In  wills  not  coming  within  the  operation  of  the 
Wills  Act,  1  Vict.  c.  26,  a  defect  in  the  execution  of  a  power, 
consisting  in  the  want  of  the  number  of  witnesses  required  by 
the  power,  was  supplied  in  equity  (q).  But  the  power  to  assist 
defective  executions  of  appointments  within  the  statute  has 
ceased  as  to  wills  made  on  or  after  the  18th  January,  1838. 


Chap.  I. 


(Q  Wilson  V.  Piggott,  2  Ves.  Jr. 
351.  See  Poulson  v.  Welling,  2  P. 
Wms.  533. 

(m)  Carter  v.  Carter,  Mosa  365. 

In)  ToUet  v.  Toilet,  2  P.  Wms. 
489  ;  Smith  v.  AdJdns,  14  Eq.  405. 

(o)  Cooper  v.  Martin,  3  Ch.  57. 

(p)  Wade  V.  Paget,  1  Bro.  C.  C. 
363  ;  Cockerell  v.  G^iolmeley,  1  li.  & 
M.  424  ;  Kennard  v.  Kennard,  8  Ch. 


228.  An  appointment  by  deed  is 
now  rendered  valid  in  many  cases, 
although  not  executed  or  attested 
with  all  the  solemnities  required  by 
the  instrument  creating  the  ix)wer, 
22  &  23  Vict,  c  35,  s.  12. 

{q)  Wilkie  v.  Holmes,  1  Sch.  & 
Lef.  60  n. ;  Lucena  v.  LiLceiia,  5 
Beav.  249  ;  Sug.  Pow.  547. 
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Ch^p- 1«  The  validity  of  an  appointment  by  will,  so  far  as  regards 
execution  and  attestation,  now  wholly  depends  on  the  Statute 
Law  (7'). 

The  Court  will  also,  in  order  to  give  efifect  to  the  intention  of 

the  donee  of  the  power  for  that  purpose,  aid  the  execution  of  a 

power  not  specially  referred  to,  though  such  power  was  not 

present  to  the  mind  of  the  donee  at  the  time  of  execution  (s). 

No  relief  so  as         Equity  will  in  no  case  aid  a  defective  execution  of  a  power,  if 

tion*5«it!bor"   *^®  intention  of  the  person  creating  the  power  would  be  thereby 

of  power.  defeated.     Although  a  power  will   be  aided,  if  it  has  been 

executed  by  a  will,  when  it  ought  strictly  to  have  been  executed 
by  deed  (Q,  the  case  is  otherwise,  if  a  power,  required  to  be 
exercised  by  will,  has  been  executed  by  deed  (u).  The  in- 
tention of  a  power  to  appoint  by  will  being  to  reserve  to  the 
donee  of  the  power  a  certain  control  over  the  estate,  until  tbe 
moment  of  the  death  of  the  donee,  if  the  donee  of  such  a  power 
should  execute  an  appointment  or  a  conveyance  of  the  estate  by 
an  absolute  deed,  it  will  be  invalid,  because  such  an  appoint- 
ment or  conveyance,  if  it  avail  to  any  purpose,  must  avail  to  the 
destruction  of  the  power,  since  it  would  be  no  longer  revocable, 
as  a  will  would  be.  The  distinction  between  this  case  and  the 
case  of  a  power  executed  by  will,  though  required  to  be  executed 
by  deed,  is  marked  and  obvious.  An  act  done  not  strictly 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  power,  but  consistent  with  its 
intent,  may  be  upheld  in  equity.  But  an  act  which  defeats  the 
intention  of  the  person  creating  the  power,  and  determines  the 
control  over  the  property,  which  was  meant  to  rest  in  the 
donee,  is  repugnant  to  it,  and  cannot  be  deemed  in  any  just 
sense  to  be  an  execution  of  it  (x). 
As  against  jjj  qW  cases,  however,  where  the  aid  of  the  Court  is  sought  for 

whom  equity  ^    ^  ^  ^  ^^ 

will  aid  a  defec-  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  defective  execution  of  a  power,  the 

tive  execution.  ,  ,.  ti«..j  •.  •. 

party  seeking  relief  must  stand  upon  some  equity  superior  to 


(r)  Sug.  Pow.  p.  559.  373. 

(«)  Bruce  v.  Bruce,  11  Eq.  377.  {x)  lb. ;  Sug.  Pow.  560,661.    See, 

(t)  Supra,  p.  531.  also,  Cockerell  v.  Cholmeley,  1   R.  & 

(w)  Reid  V.  Shergold,  10  Ves.  370,  M.  424,  2  R  &  M.  751  ;  but  see  22 

380;  Re  Walsli's  Tru^t,  1  L.  R.  I.  &  23  Vict  c.  35,  s.  13. 
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that  of  the  party  against  whom  he  seeks  it  (y).  There  can  be  ^^P- 1- 
no  relief,  if  the  aid  of  the  defective  execution  would  be  in- 
equitable to  other  parties,  or  if  it  is  repelled  by  some  counter- 
equity  {z).  As  against  a  purchaser  for  valuable  consideration 
without  notice,  equity  will  in  no  case  aid  the  defective  execution 
of  a  power  (a).  But  as  against  a  remaindeiman,  who  takes, 
although  by  purchase,  subject  to  the  power  (6),  and  also  in 
general  as  against  an  heir-at-law  or  customary  heir  (c),  relief 
may  be  had  against  the  defective  execution  of  a  power. 
Whether,  however,  equity  will  afford  its  aid  as  against  an  heir 
totally  unprovided  for,  seems  doubtful  upon  the  authorities  (d). 

In  cases  of  defective  execution  of  powers  a  distinction  exists  No  relief  against 

•1  _.  i.-i  xji_  'x  1x1.         defective  execu- 

between  powers  which  are  created  by  pnvate  persons,  and  those  tj^^  ^f  statutory 
which  are  specially  created  by,  or  come  within,  a  statute.  The  po''®"- 
latter  are  construed  with  more  strictness,  and  whatever 
formalities  are  required  by  the  statute  must  be  punctually 
complied  with.  In  the  case  of  powers  which  are  in  their  own 
nature  statutable,  equity  must  follow  the  law,  be  the  considera- 
tion ever  so  meritorious.  Thus  the  power  of  a  tenant-in-tail  to 
make  leases  under  a  statute,  if  not  executed  in  the  requisite 
form  prescribed  by  the  statute,  will  not  be  made  available  in 
equity,  however  meritorious  the  consideration  may  be  (e) ;  and, 
indeed,  it  may  be  stated  as  generally  true,  that  the  remedial 
power  of  courts  of  equity  does  not  extend  to  the  supply  of  any 
circumstances,  for  the  want  of  which  the  legislature  has  declared 
the  instilment  void,  for  otherwise  equity  would  defeat  the  very 
policy  of  legislative  enactments  (/). 


(y)  Sug.  Pow.  541 ;  2  Chanc.  Pow. 
502,  504,  607. 

(25)  Supra,  pp.  524,  525. 

(a)  1  Fonb.  Eq.  Bk.  1,  ch.  1,  s.  7, 
n.  (v), 

(6)  Toilet  V.  ToUet,  2  P.  Wnis.  489 ; 
Shannon  v.  Bradstreet,  1  Sch.  &  Lef. 
52. 

(c)  Smith  V.  Ashton,  1  Ch.  Ca. 
263,  264. 

{d)  Chapman  v.  Gibson,  3  Bro.  C. 
C.   229 ;  UiUs  v.   Dovmton,  5  Ves. 


564 ;  Braddick  v.  Mattock,  6  Mad. 
363  ;  Rodgers  v.  Marshall,  17  Ves. 
294  ;  Sug.  Pow.  545. 

(e)  Darlington  v.  PuUeney,  Cowp. 
267 ;  2  Chanc.  Pow.  541—545 ;  Sug. 
Pow.  209. 

(/)  1  Fonb.  Eq.  Bk.  1,  ch.  1,  s. 
7,  n.  (0  ;  Curtis  v.  Perry,  6  Ves.  739, 
746,  746,  747  ;  Mestaer  v.  Gillespie, 
11  Ves,  621,  624,  625  ;  Thompson  v. 
SmiHi,  1  Madd.  395. 
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^*>*P'^^ Although  a  Court  of  Equity  will  not   in   general  aid   the 

Defective  execu-  defective  execution  of  a  power  in  favour  of  a  volunteer,  except 

tion  aided  on         .  .      ,  /   x      i        i    <•       •  .  -  -ii 

ground  of  fraud,  lu  particular  cases  (gr),  the  defective  execution  of  a  power  will 
®'  be  aided  in  favour  of  a  volunteer,  when  a  strict  compliance  with 

the  power  has  been  impossible,  froin  circumstances  beyond  the 
control  of  the  party,  as  when  the  prescribed  witnesses  could  not 
be  found ;  or  where  an  interested  party  having  possession  of  the 
deed  creating  the  power,  has  kept  it  from  the  sight  of  the 
party  executing  the  power,  so  that  he  could  not  ascertain  the 
formalities  required  (A). 

So,  also,  although  a  Court  of  Equity  will  in  no  case  aid  the 
non-execution  of  a  power,  &s  distinguished  from  its  defective 
execution  (i),  the  case  is  otherwise,  if  the  execution  of  a  power 
has  been  prevented  by  fraud,  as  where  the  deed  creating  the 
power  has  been  fraudulently  retained  by  the  person  interested 
in  its  non-execution.  In  such  and  similar  cases  equity  will 
grant  relief  on  the  ground  of  fraud  {k). 
Supply  of  defects  In  like  manner,  as  equity  will  give  relief  against  mistake  ia 
in  iMtrumenta.    ^y,.j^gjj   instruments,  SO  also  it  will  grant  relief  and   supply 

defects  when  by  mistake  parties  have  omitted  any  acts  or  cir- 
cumstances necessary  to  give  effect  and  validity  to  written 
instruments.  Thus  equity  will  supply  any  defect  of  circum- 
stances in  conveyances  occasioned  by  mistake :  as  of  a  surrender 
in  the  case  of  copyholds :  so  also  misprision  and  omission  in 
deeds,  awards,  and  other  solemn  instruments,  whereby  they  are 
defective  at  law  (Z). 

A  party  to  a  deed  is  not  estopped  in  equity  from  averring  or 

offering  evidence  to  controvert  a  recital  therein  contrary  to  fact 

which  has  been  introduced  into  the  deed  by  mistake  of  fact  and 

not  through  fraud  or  deception  on  his  part  (m). 

Mistake  in  The  Court  will  also  interfere  in  cases  of  mistake  in  judgments 

judgments  and  .  ^  ,...  i-i*, 

judicial  pro-       and  m  matters  of  record  injiinous  to  the  right  of  the  party.     A 
ceeamgs.  p^^^^  ^^^  ^f^^^  ej^ecution  has  been  executed  apply  to  have  the 

(g)  Supra,  p.  529.  "  Gilb.  Eq.  Rep.  138. 

{h)  1  JFonb.  Eq.  Bk.  1,  ch.  5,  8.  (k)  Supra,  p.  31Q, 

2, 11.  (/i).  (0  1  Fonb.  t^i.  Bk.  1,  ch.  1,  s.  7, 

(i)  Toilet  v.    Toilet,  2    P.   Wins.  (»i)  Brooke  v.  Haymes,  6  Ecj.  2.% 

489  ;  Piggotf  v.  Penricc,  Com.  250, 
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judgment  set  aside  on  terms  of  paying  all  costs  and  placing  the  cni*p- 1, 
other  party  in  the  same  situation  as  if  there  had  been  no  mis- 
take made.  It  generally  happens  that  the  application  is  made 
at  the  instance  of  the  defendant  against  whom  the  plaintiff 
has  signed  judgment,  but  a  plaintiff  may  seek  to  have  a  judg- 
ment signed  by  himself  set  aside  on  the  ground  of  his  own 
mistake.  It  can,  however,  only  be  obtained  on  the  terms  of 
putting  the  other  party  in  the  same  situation  as  if  the  mistake 
had  not  taken  place.  The  application  must  also  be  made  within 
a  reasonable  time  after  the  judgment  has  been  acted  on  (n). 

A  judgment  by  consent  is  binding,  but  if  it  appears  that 
the  consent  has  been  given  in  entire  mistake  of  the  facts, 
the  Court  will  treat  the  consent  as  a  mere  nullity  (o).  But 
after  a  judgment  by  consent  has  been  passed  and  entered,  it 
cannot  afterwards  be  varied  on  the  ground  of  mistake  except  for 
reasons  sufficient  to  set  aside  an  agreement  {p). 

The  Court  has  jurisdiction  to  discharge  an  order  made  on 
interlocutory  application  by  consent,  where  it  is  proved  to  have 
been  made  under  a  mistake,  though  that  mistake  was  on  one 
side  only  {q). 

Where  an  interlocutory  injunction  has  been  wrongly  granted 
through  the  judge's  mistake  in  law,  a  man  cannot  be  compelled 
to  pay  damages  under  the  undertaking  as  to  damages  (r). 

Where  a  special  case  is  stated  in  an  action  and  a  decision 
given  upon  it  under  a  mist^ike  of  fact,  the  Court  is  not  bound 
by  that  decision  unless  it  has  been  adopted  by  subsequent  orders, 

» 

but  may  disregard  it,  direct  the  action  to  go  on  to  trial  and 
direct  inquiries  to  ascertain  the  real  facts  (a). 

A  foreign  judgment  pf  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  is 
conclusive  and  not  open  to  examination  by  another  court  unless 
the  judgment  impeached  carries  on  the  face  of  it  manifest  error, 
or  it  can  be  shown  to  have  been  obtained  by  fraud,  or  to  be 


(n)  Cannan  v.  Reynolds^  5  E.  &  B.  (q)  MuUins  v.  Hoioell,  11  Ch.  D. 

306.  .  763. 

(o)  Stannard  v.  Harrison,  19  W.  (r)  Sviith  v.  Day,  74  L.  T.  356. 

R.  812.  (a)  Tomline  v.  Underkay,  22  Ch. 

( p)  AU.'Gen.  v.  Tomline,  7  Ch.  D.  D.  496. 
388. 
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Sarrenden  of 

copyholds 

supplied. 


^^P'  ^'  wanting  in  the  conditions  of  natural  justice  (t).  It  cannot  be 
impeached  on  its  merits,  nor  can  a  mian  set  up  as  a  defence  to 
an  action  on  it  that  the  tribunal  mistook  either  the  facts  or  the 
law.  It  makes  no  difference  that  the  judgment  proceeded  on  a 
mistake  as  to  English  law,  and  that  the  mistake  appears  on  the 
face  of  the  proceedings  (u). 

The  equity  for  supplying  surrenders  of  copyholds,  originates 
in  the  doctrine  that  a  copyhold  does  not  pass  by  grant  or  devise 
but  by  a  suri'ender  into  the  hands  of  the  lord  to  the  use  of  the 
grantee  or  the  will.  In  the  one  case  the  grantee  is  entitled  to 
immediate  admission  ;  in  the  other  the  person  designated  in  the 
will  is  entitled  to  admission  on  the  testator's  death.  If  a  grant 
or  devise  were  made  without  a  previous  surrender,  it  was 
formerly  inoperative  at  law ;  but  if  it  were  made  for  a  valuable 
consideration,  and  in  particular  cases,  if  it  were  made  for  a 
meritorious  consideration,  the  surrender  might  be  supplied  in 
equity  (x).  The  supplying  the  surrender  of  a  copyhold  and  the 
supplying  the  execution  of  a  power  which  is  defective  in  form 
go  hand  in  hand.  Wherever  there  is  a  decision  that  the  Court 
will  supply  the  one,  it  follows  that  it  will  also  supply  the 
other  (y). 

The  jurisdiction  to  siipply  a  surrender  existed  whether  the 
gift  were  by  deed  or  will  (z),  but  it  was  ordinaiily  called  into 
exercise  in  the  case  of  wills.  It  has,  however,  been  rendered  of 
little  practical  importance  by  the  enactment  that  all  real  estate 
may  be  devised  by  will,  and  that  copyholds  shall  be  included 
under  that  description^  notwithstanding  that  the  testator  may 
not  have  surrendered  them  to  the  use  of  his  will,  nor  have  even 
been  himself  admitted  to  them  (a). 
Sapply  of  defects  In  like  manner,  as  equity  will  give  relief  against  mistakes  in 
Btmmente  *&c.     ^^'1*^^  instruments,  will  it  give  efifect  to  the  real  intention  of  the 


(t)  Messina  v.  PetroccJixnOy  L.  R. 
4  P.  C.  144 ;  Abouloffv,  Oppenhetviery 
10  Q.  B.  D.  302. 

(m)  Godard  v.  Gray,  L.  K  6  Q.  B. 
147. 

(x)  Rodger s  v.  Marshall,  17  Vea. 
294 ;  but  see  as  to  case  of  meii- 
torious    consideration,    Jefferys    v. 


Jefferys,  Cr.  &  Ph.  138  ;  Tathatn  v. 
Vernon,  29  Beav.  604. 

(y)  Sayer  v.  Sayer,  7  Ha.  387,  per 
Wigram,  V.-C,  supra,  p.  527. 

(«)  Bodgers  v.  Marshall,  17  Ves. 
294. 

(a)  1  Vic.  c.  26,  s.  3. 
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parties,  as  gathered  from  the  objects  of  the  instrument  and  the  Chap.  I. 
circumstances  of  the  case,  although  the  instrument  may  be 
drawn  up  in  a  very  inartificial  and  untechnical  manner.  For, 
however  just  the  general  rule  may  be,  quoties  in  verbis  nulla 
eat  ambiguitas,  ibi  nulla  eaypositio  contra  verba  fienda  est  (6), 
yet  that  rule  shall  not  prevail  to  defeat  the  manifest  intent 
and  object  of  the  parties  where  it  is  clearly  discernible  on  the 
face  of  the  instrument,  and  the  ignorance  or  blunder  or  mistake 
of  the  parties  has  prevented  them  from  expressing  it  in  the 
appropriate  language  (c). 

In  regard  to  mistake  in  awards  the  Court  will  not  relieve  Mistake  in 
against  an  award  on  the  ground  of  mistake  either  in  matter  of 
law  or  fact,  if  the  award  is  within  the  submission,  and  contains 
the  honest  decision  of  the  arbitrators  after  a  full  and  fair  hear- 
ing of  the  parties,  and  the  mistake  does  not  appear  on  the  face 
of  the  award,  or  is  not  disclosed  by  some  contemporaneous 
writing  (cZ).  But  if  the  mistake  appears  on  the  face  of  the 
award  (e),  or  is  disclosed  by  some  contemporaneous  writing  (/), 
or  if  the  arbitrator  voluntarily  admit  a  mistake  (gf),  or  state 
circumstances  which  show  clearly  that  the  proceedings  have 
been  erroneous  (A),  or  if  it  appear  from  the  evidence  of  the 
arbitrator  that  he  ha^  mistaken  the  subject-matter  on  which  he 
ought  to  make  his  award,  or  if  there  is  a  mistake  in  legal 
principle  going  directly  to  the  basis  on  which  the  award  is 
founded  (i),  the  Court  will  relieve  or  remit  the  award  back  to 


(6)  Co.  Litt.  147  a. 

(<)  Jeremy  Eq.  Jur.  pp.  367,  368 ; 
Story  Eq.  Jur.  168. 

{d)  Comeforth  v.  Geety  2  Vem. 
706 ;  Cking  v.  Chingy  6  Vee.  282  ; 
Young  v.  Walter^  9  Ves.  365  ;  Good- 
man  v.  Sayers,  2  J.  &  W.  249  ;  Wood 
V.  Griffith,  1  Sw.  59  ;  Steff  v.  An- 
drewsy  2  Madd.  5  ;  Price  v.  JoneSy  2 
y.  &  J.  114  ;  Haigh  v.  Haighy  3  D. 
F.  &  J.  157  ;  Freeman  v.  Jeffries,  L. 
E.  4  Exch.  190  ;  Allen  y.  Greensladcy 
33  L.  T.  N.  S.  567 ;  Greenwood  v. 
BrovmMlly  44  L.  T.  N.  S.  47. 

(«)  Morgan  v.  MaJUheTy^  Ves.  Jr.  15. 


(/)  Hogge  v.  Bwrgess,  3  H.  &  N. 
293. 

(gf)  Knox  v.  SyTnonds,  1  Ves.  Jr. 
369  ;  Mills  v.  Bowyer^  Societyy  3  K. 
&  J.  66  ;  but  see  Philipps  v.  Evans, 
12  M.  &  W.  309  ;   Hogge  v.  Burgess, 

3  H.  &  N.  293. 

Qi)  Mills  V.  Bomjers'  Societyy  3  K. 
&  J.  66  ;  Flynn  v.  Robertson,  L.  R. 

4  C.  P.  325  ;  Dinn  v.  Blakey  ib.  10 
C.  P.  388.  See  Bankart  v.  Houglt^ 
ton,  3  D.  F.  &  J.  18. 

(t)  Re  Dare  Valley  Railway  Co.,  6 
Eq.  435. 
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Mistake  in 
Wilis. 


the  arbitrators  under  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act(fe),  unless 
the  submission  has  been  made  a  rule  of  court  under  statute  9  & 
10  Will.  3,  c.  15,  in  which  case  application  must  be  made  to  the 
Court  in  which  it  has  been  made  a  rule.  An  arbitrator 
having  signed  his  award  is  functus  officio,  and  cannot  alter  the 
slightest  error,  even  though  such  error  has  arisen  from  the 
mistake  of  the  clerk  in  copying  it  (2). 

In  regard  to  mistakes  in  wills,  a  Court  of  Equity  has  jurisdic- 
tion to  correct  them  when  they  are  apparent  on  the  face  of  the 
will,  or  may  be  made  out  by  a  due  construction  of  its  terms. 
But  the  mistake  must  be  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  will, 
otherwise  there  can  be  no  relief;  for  at  least  since  the  Statute 
of  Frauds,  which  requires  wills  to  be  in  writing  (whatever  may 
have  been  the  case  before  the  statute)  (m),  parol  evidence  or 
evidence  dehors  the  will  is  not  admissible  to  contradict,  vary,  or 
control  the  words  of  the  will,  although  it  is  in  certain  cases 
admissible  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  words  which  the 
testator  has  used  (n). 

A  mistake  cannot  be  corrected  or  an  omission  supplied,  unless 
it  is  perfectly  clear  by  fair  inference  from  the  whole  will  that 
there  is  such  a  mistake  or  omission  (o).  The  first  thing  to  be 
proved  in  all  cases  is  that  there  is  a  mistake  ( p).  The  mistake 
must  be  a  clear  mistake  or  a  clear  omission,  demonstrable  from 
the  structure  and  scope  of  the  will  (q).  Thus,  if  in  a  will  there  is 
a  mistake  in  the  computation  of  a  legacy,  it  will  be  rectified  in 
equity  (r).     So,  al^o,  words  may  be  struck  out  which  are  mani- 


(k)  17  &  18  Vict  c  126,  s.  8 ; 
Mills  V.  Bowyers^  Society,  3  K.  &  J. 
66  ;  Aitken^s  Arbitration,  3  Jur.  N. 
S.  1296  ;  Mordue  v.  Palmer,  6  Ch. 
30  ;  Dinn  v.  Blake,  L.  R.  10  C.  P. 
388  ;  but  see  Allen  v.  Greenslade,  33 
L.  T.  N.  S.  567. 

(l)  Mordue  v.  Palmer,  6  Ch.  30. 

(m)  See  Milner  v.  MUner,  1  Ves. 
106  ;  Wigram  on  Wills,  p.  6. 

(n)  Milner  v.  Milner,  1  Ves.  106  ; 
Ulrich  V.  Litchfield,  2  Atk.  373; 
Farrer  v.  St,  Kathennes  College,  16 
Eq.  21  ;  Jaiin.  on  Wills,  vol.  1,  pp. 


409—415 ;  Wigram  on  Wills,  pp. 
5,8. 

(o)  Philippi  V.  Chamh^laincj  4 
Ves.  67. 

(p)  Mellith  V.  Mellish,  ib.  49. 

(q)  Ib.  ;  Philipps  v.  Clmmberlaine, 
ib.  51,  -57 ;  Del  Mare  v.  Bobello,  3 
Bro.  C.  C.  445  ;  Purse  v.  Snaplin,  1 
Atk.  415 ;  Holmes  t.  Custance^  12 
Ves.  279. 

(r)  Milner  v.  Milner,  1  Ves.  106  ; 
Danvers  v.  Manning,  2  Bro.  C.  C. 
18  ;  Door  v.  Geary,  1  Ves.  256,  256  ; 
Giles  v.  Giles,  1  Keen,  692. 
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festly  inconsistent  with  the  form  of  the  will  and  the  intention  of 
the  testator  (s).  So,  also,  on  the  other  hand  words  will  be  sup- 
plied where  the  Court  is  satisfied  that  they  have  been  omitted 
by  mistake  (t).  So,  if  there  is  a  mistake  in  the  name,  descrip- 
tion, or  number  of  the  legatees  intended  to  take  (u),  or  in  the 
property  intended  to  be  bequeathed  (x),  and  the  mistake  is 
clearly  demonstrable  from  the  structure  and  scope  of  the  will, 
equity  will  correct  it. 

When  a  testator  in  a  gift  to  children  describes  them  as  con- 
sisting of  a  specified  number  which  is  less  than  the  number 
found  to  exist  at  the  date  of  the  will,  the  general  rule  of  con- 
struction is  to  disregard  the  numerical  restriction  and  to  hold 
that  the  intention  of  the  testator  was  that  the  whole  of  the 
children  shall  be  included  (^). 

Where  there  is  an  error  either  in  the  name  or  the  description 
of  a  legatee,  there  is  no  presumption  in  favour  of  the  name 
more  than  the  description.  In  order  that  the  name  should 
prevail  against  the  description,  it  must  be  shown  that  there  is 
an  error  in  the  description  (z).  In  some  cases  the  name  has 
prevailed  over  the  description  (zz) ;  in  other  cases  the  description 
has  prevailed  over  the  name  (a). 

Relief  cannot,  however,  be  had,  unless  the  mistake  be  clearly 


Chap.  I. 


(«)  Smith  v.   Crahtrtey  6  Ch.   D. 
591 ;  MorreUy,  Morrell,  7  Pr.  D.  70. 

{t)  Greenwood  v.  Greemoood,  6  Ch. 
D.  954 ;  Re  Redfem^  6  Ch.  D.  133. 

(w)  Stebbing  v.  WaXkey,  2  Bro.  C. 
C.  85  ;  River's  Case,  1  Atk.  410 
Parsons  v.  Parsons^  1  Ves.  Jr.  266 
Beavmont  v.  Felly  2  P.  Wms.  141 
Hampshire  v.  Peirce,  2  Ves.  216 
Bradwin  v.  Ha/rpury  Ambl.  374 
Newman  v.  Piercyy  4  Ch.  D.  41 
Jarm.  on  Wills,  vol.  1,  pp.  379 — 
382,  422  5  ib.,  vol.  2,  pp.  189—193. 

{x)  Door  V.  Gean/y  1  Ves.  255  ; 
Selwood  v.  Mildmayy  3  Vea.  306 ; 
Ives  V.  Dodgsouy  9  Eq.  401 ;  Re  Bos- 
set's  Estate,  14  Eq.  54  ;  Travcrs  v. 
Blundelly  6  Ch.  D.  436  ;  Jarm.  on 
Wills,  vol,  1,  p.  377. 


(y)  Garvey  v.  Hibherty  19  Vea.  125  ; 
Spencer  v.  Ward,  9  Eq.  607  ;  M'Kech- 
nie  V.  VatigJiany  15  Eq.  289  ;  Re 
Basset's  Estate,  14  Eq.  54. 

(»)  Drake  v.  Drake,  8  H.  L.  179  ; 
Charter  v.  Charter,  7  E.  &  I.  App. 
Ca.  381. 

(zz)  Bernasconi  v.  Athinsoriy  10 
Ha.  345 ;  Gamer  v.  Gamer,  29 
Beav.  114  ;  Gillett  v.  Oane,  10  Ecj. 
33  ;  Farrer  v.  St  Katherine's  Col- 
lege,  16  Eq.  21  ;  Garland  v.  Bever- 
ley,  9  Ch.  D.  219 ;  Re  Brake,  6  Pr. 
D.  217. 

(a)  Admns  v.  JoneSy  9  Ha.  485  ; 
Hodgson  v.  ClarkCy  1  D.  F.  &  J. 
394  ;  Re  Nunn's  Trust,  19  Eq.  333  ; 
Cliarter  v.  Chartery  7  E.  &  I.  App. 
Ca.  364. 
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^*P-  ^'  made  out  (6).  And  so,  if  the  words  of  the  bequest  are  plaiu, 
evidence  of  a  different  intention  is  inadmissible  to  establish  a 
mistake  (c) ;  nor  will  a  mistake  be  rectified,  if  it  does  not  appear 
clearly  what  the  testator  would  have  done  in  the  case,  if  there 
had  been  no  mistake  (c2).  But  if  the  omission  of  some  word  or 
•  phrase  is  so  palpable  on  the  face  of  the  will,  that  no  diflSculty 
occurs  in  pronouncing  the  testator  to  have  used  an  expression 
which  does  not  accurately  convey  his  meaning,  and  it  is  not 
only  apparent  that  he  has  used  the  wrong  word  or  phi-ase,  but 
it  is  also  apparent  what  is  the  right  one,  the  Court  will  substitute 
the  right  one  (6).  Although  the  particulars  which  the  testator 
has  included  in  his  description  of  the  property,  the  subject  of  the 
gift,  should  be  inaccurate,  the  gift  will  be  upheld  if  there  be 
enough  of  correspondence  to  afford  the  means  of  identifica- 
tion (/).  If  the  property  the  subject  of  the  gift  be  capable  of 
being  accurately  identified,  certain  errors  in  the  description  will 
not  vitiate  the  gift  (gr). 

The  same  considerations  apply,  when  the  particulars  which 
the  testator  has  included  in  his  description  of  the  object  of  the 
gift  are  inaccurate.  If  the  devisee  or  legatee  is  so  designated 
as  to  be  distinguished  from  every  other  pei'son,  the  inaptitude 
of  some  of  the  particulars  introduced  in  the  description  is 
immaterial  (h).  If  there  is  a  person  to  answer  the  name  given 
in  the  will,  it  is  immaterial  that  any  further  description  does 
not  precisely  apply  (i).  A  gift  by  will  to  a  person  described  as 
the  husband,  or  wife,  or  widow  of  another,  is  not  in  general 
affected  by  the  fact  of  the  devisee  or  legatee  not  actually 
answering  the  description,  by  reason  of  the  invalidity  of  the 
supposed  marriage,  or  by  reason  of  the  second  marriage  of  the 
supposed  widow  or  otherwise  (Ic).     And  on  the  same  principle 

(6)  Holmes  v.  Custance,  12   Ves.  (g)  Door  v.   Geary,  1   Vea.   255  ; 

279.  Selwood  v.  Mildnxayy  3  Ves.   306  ; 

(c)  Chambers  v.  Minchin,  4  Ves.      Jarm.  on  Wills,  voL  1,  p.  423. 

676.  (h)  Jarm.  on  Wills,  vol.  1,  p.  428. 

(d)  See  Smith  v.  Maitland,  1  Ves.  (i)  Standen  v.  StandeUy  2  Ves.  Jr. 
Jr.  363.  689  ;  Del  Mare  v.  RoheHo,  3  Bro.  C. 

(e)  Taylor  Y,  Richardson,  2  Drew.  C.  446  ;  Holmes  v.  Custance,  12  Ves. 
16  ;  Ives  v.  Dodgson,  9  E<i.  401.  279. 

{J)  Jarm.  on  Wills,  vol  1,  p.  423.  (k)  Giles  v.  Giles,  1  Keen,    685, 
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a  legacy  to  a  person  described  as  the  testator's  intended  wife,  ^^^'  ^' 
has  been  held  to  be  payable  although  the  testator  did  not 
eventually  marry  her(Z).  A  diflferent  rule,  however,  prevails 
where  a  fraud  has  been  practised  on  a  testator,  the  know- 
ledge or  discovery  of  which,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  would 
have  destroyed  or  removed  the  motive  for  the  gift.  When, 
for  example,  a  testatrix  under  a  power  of  appointment  be- 
queathed a  legacy  to  a  man  whom  she  described  and  with  whom 
she  lived  as  her  husband,  but  the  marriage  was  invalid  on 
account  of  his  having  a  wife  at  the  time,  which  fact  was  not. 
known  to  the  testatrix,  the  bequest  was  held  void  (m).  The 
question  in  all  such  cases  is,  whether  the  mistake  of  the  testator 
has  been  induced  by  the  fraud  of  the  object  of  his  intended 
bounty.  Though  it  is  clear  that  a  legacy  given  to  a  person  in 
a  character  which  the  legatee  does  not  fill,  and  by  the  fraudu- 
lent assumption  of  which  character  the  testator  has  been 
deceived,  will  not  take  eflfect ;  yet,  if  the  testator  is  not  de- 
ceived, although  a  false  character  is  in  fact  assumed,  the  legacy 
will  be  good.  A  fortiori  it  will  be  good,  if  both  parties  not 
only  knew  the  actual  facts,  but  are  designedly  parties  to  the 
assumption  of  the  false  character  (n).  A  false  reason,  however, 
given  for  a  legacy,  is  not  alone  a  sufficient  ground  to  avoid 
the  act  or  bequest  in  equity.  To  have  such  an  effieict,  it  must 
be  clear  that  no  other  motive  mingled  in  the  legacy,  and 
that  it  constituted  the  substantial  ground  for  the  act  or 
bequest  (o). 

If  the  language  of  a  will  is  either  capable  of  more  than  one  Parol  evidence 

in  certain  cases 

692,  693 ;  Rishton  v.  Cobh,  5  M.  &  rumqvs  doli  exceptio  locum  hahehit, 

C.  145  ;  i2tf  Petts,  27  Beav.  576.  d  prohetur,    alias    legatumm   fum 

(I)  Schloss  v.  Stiehdy  6  Sim.  1.  fuisse.     Dig.  lib.  35,  tit  1,  leg.  72,  § 

(m)  KenneU  v.  Abbott,  4  Yes.  804 ;  6.    The  meaning  of  this  passage  is 

Re  Boddiiigton,  22  Ch.  D.  602.  that  a  false  reason  given  for  the 

(n)  Giles  v.  GUes,  1  Keen,  685,  legacy  is  not  of  itself  sufficient  to 

692,  693.  destroy  it.    But  there  must  be  ah 

(o)  KenneU  v.  Abbott,  4  Ves.  802.  exception  of    any  fraud    practised 

The  civil  law  seems  to  have  pro-  from  which  it  may  be  presumed 

ceeded  upon  the  same  ground.    The  that  the  person  giving  the  legacy 

Digest  says,  Falsam  causam  legato  would  not,  if  that  fraud  had  been 

non  obesse  verius  est ;  quia  ratio  le-  known  to  him,  have  given  it.    Ken" 

gandi  legato  non  cohceret.    Bed  pie-  nell  v.  Abbott,  4  Yes.  808. 
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admuflible  to 
explain  the  will. 


meaning,  or  is  incapable  of  any  certain  meaning,  parol  evidence 
cannot  be  admitted  to  show  what  the  testator  intended  to  have 
expressed  (2>).  The  Court  is  not  entitled  to  inquire  into  the 
intention  of  the  testator  apart  from  the  language  he  has  used(g). 
Evidence  of  the  declaration  of  the  intention  of  a  testator  before 
the  making  of  his  will  with  respect  to  the  disposition  of  his 
property,  and  also  after  the  will  was  made  as  to  the  persons  in 
whose  favour  he  made  it,  cannot  be  admitted  (r).  It  is  only 
where  the  description  of  the  person  or  thing  intended  is  ap- 
plicable with  legal  certainty  to  each  of  several  objects  that 
extrinsic  evidence,  including  proof  of  declarations  of  intention, 
is  admissible  to  establish  which  of  such  objects  was  intended 
by  the  testator  (s).  But  the  Court  has  a  right  to  ascertain  all 
the  facts  which  were  known  to  the  testator  at  the  time  he  made 
his  will,  and  thus  to  place  itself  in  the  testator's  position  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  bearing  and  application  of  the  language 
which  he  uses,  and  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there  exists 
any  person  or  thing  to  which  the  whole  description  given  in  the 
will  can  be  reasonably  and  with  sufficient  certainty  applied  (/). 
The  Court  in  construing  a  will  cannot  shut  its  eyes  to  the  state 
of  facts  under  which  the  will  was  made  (u).  Where,  accord- 
ingly, a  testator  has  inaccurately  or  imperfectly  described  the 
thing  meant  to  be  given  by  his  will,  so  as  to  make  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  words  in  their  primary  sense  impossible,  parol 
evidence  is  admissible  to  influence  the  construction  of  the 
will  (a:).  The  principle  is  exemplified  in  those  cases  in  which  a 
devise  of  land  at  a  given  place  has  been  extended  to  property 
not  strictly  answering  to  the  locality,  because  there  is  none 
which   does  precisely   correspond  to  it  (y) ;   or  in  which   an 


(p)  Wigram  on  Wills,  95. 

(q)  Re  RosaZy  2  Pr.  D.  68. 

(r)  Drake  v.  Drake,  8  H.  L.  179  ; 
Charter  v.  Charter,  7  E.  &  I.  App. 
Ca.  370. 

(«)  Drake  v.  Drake,  8  H.  L.  179  ; 
Charter  v.  Charter,  7  £.  &  I.  App.  Ca, 
370. 

(t)  lb.  377,  per  Lord  Cairns.  See 
Re  Rosaz,  2  Pr.  D.  68  ;  Re  Brake,  6 


Pr.  D.  217  ;  Baxter  v.  Morgan,  7  L, 
R.  1. 506. 

(m)  Jarm.  on  Wills,  voL  1,  p.  422. 

(x)  Fonnereau  v.  PoytUz,  1  Bpo.  C. 
C.  472  ;  Att.-  Gen,  v.  Grote,  3  Mer. 
316  ;  Colpoys  v.  Colpoys,  Jac.  451  ; 
Wigram  on  Wills,  65. 

(y)  Doe  V.  Roberts,  1  B.  &  Aid. 
407  ;  Jarm.  on  Wills,  vol.  1,  p.  423. 
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apparently  specific  bequest  of  stock  in  the  public  funds  has  been 
held  to  authorise  payment  of  the  legacy  out  of  the  general 
personal  estate,  the  testator  having  no  such  stock  when  he 
made  the  bequest  (0).  So  also  if  the  subject  of  devise  is 
described  by  reference  to  some  extrinsic  fact,  it  is  not  merely 
competent  but  necessary  to  admit  extrinsic  evidence  to  ascertain 
the  subject  of  devise  (a). 

The  same  considerations  apply  when  the  description  or  terms 
employed  by  the  testator  are  insuflScient  to  determine  the  person 
intended  by  the  testator.  If  the  object  of  the  testator  s  bounty, 
or  the  person  meant  by  him,  is  described  in  terms  which  are 
applicable  indifferently  to  more  than  one  person,  parol  evidence 
is  admissible  to  prove  which  of  the  persons  so  described  was 
intended  by  the  testator  (6).  So  also  if  it  appeal*  that  the  name 
inserted  in  the  will  is  not  the  correct  name  of  any  one  in  exist- 
ence, the  Couii}  may  look  at  the  circumstances  surrounding  the 
testator  to  ascertain  who  was  meant  by  him  (c). 

Before  resorting  to  parol  evidence  to-  explain  a  latent  ambi- 
guity, the  Court  should  be  satisfied  that  the  ambiguity  cannot 
be  removed  by  the  construction  of  the  will  itself,  having  regai-d 
to  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  testator  (d). 

If  the  words  of  a  will,  aided  by  evidence  of  the  material  facts 
of  the  case,  are  insufficient  to  determine  the  meaning  of  the 
testator,  evidence  to  prove  the  sense  in  which  he  intended  to 
use  them  is,  as  a  general  proposition,  inadmissible  (e).  Thus, 
evidence  is  inadmissible  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  a  total 
blank  in  a  will  (/),  or  insei*ting  a  devise  inadvertently  omitted 


Chap.  I. 


(z)  Sdvxxd  V.  Mildmay,  3  Ves. 
306  ;  Jarm.  on  Wills,  vol.  1,  p.  423. 

(a)  Sanford  v.  RaikeSy  1  Mer.  646, 
per  Sir  W.  Grant ;  Webb  v.  Byng,  1 
It.  &  J.  580  ;  Turquand  v.  Ricketts, 
1  H,  L.  472  ;  Jennings  v.  Jennings, 
1  L.  R.  I.  562  ;  Jarm.  on  Wills,  vol. 
1,  p.  426. 

(6)  Grant  v.  Grant,  L.  R.  6  C.  P. 
727  ;  Re  Wolverton  Mortgaged  EstateSj 
7  Ch.  D.  199  ;  Baxter  v.  Morgan,  7 
L.  R.  1. 501 ;  Wigram  on  Wills,  109  ; 
Jarman  on  Wills,  voL  1,  pp.  428 — 


436,  and  cases  cited. 

(c)  Re  Murphy,  7  L.  R.  I.  562. 
See  Charter  v.  Charter,  7  E.  &  I. 
App.  Ca.  382,  per  Lord  Cairns. 

(d)  Healey  v.  Healey,  I.  R.  9  Eq. 
418. 

(«)  Wigram  on  Wills,  pp.  94,  98. 

(/)  Baylis  v.  Att-Gen.,  2  Atk. 
239  ;  Castledxm  v.  Turner,  3  Atk. 
257  ;  Hunt  v.  Hwt,  3  Bro.  C.  C. 
311  ;  Tayhr  v.  Richardson^  2  Drew. 
16. 
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Revocation  of 
will  under 
mistake. 


Document 
signed  as  will 
by  mistake. 


Election  under 
mistake. 


by  the  mistake  of  the  peraon  drawing,  making,  or  copying  the 
will(^),  or  of  proving  what  was  meant  by  an  unintelligible 
word  (h) ;  or  of  proving  that  a  thing  in  substance  different  from 
that  described  in  the  will  was  intended  (i) ;  of  changing  the 
person  described  {k) ;  or  of  reconciling  conflicting  clauses  in  a 
will  (0. 

Where  a  testator  by  a  codicil  revokes  a  devise  or  bequest  in 
his  will  or  in  a  previous  codicil,  expressly  grounding  such  revo- 
cation on  the  assumption  of  a  fact  which  turns  out  to  be  false, 
the  revocation  does  not  take  effect,  being,  it  is  considered,  con- 
ditional, and  dependent  on  a  contingency  which  fails  (m).  So, 
also,  if  a  will  is  cancelled  by  mistake,  or  on  the  presumption  that 
a  later  will  is  good,  which  proves  void,  the  heir  is  not  let  in,  but 
the  mistake  may  be  relieved  against  (n).  In  such  case  equity 
does  not  alter  the  will ;  it  merely  relieves  the  party  from  the 
effect  of  the  mistake,  thus  placing  him  in  the  same  condition  as 
if  the  mistake  had  not  happened  (o). 

Where  a  document  has  been  signed  by  a  man  and  has  been 
duly  attested  in  mistake  for  his  will,  it  was  held  not  admissible 
to  probate  (p). 

An  election  made  by  a  party  under  a  mistake  of  facts  or  a 
misconception  as  to  his  rights  is  not  binding  in  equity.  In 
order  to  constitute  a  valid  election,  the  act  done  must  be  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  the  right 
to  which  the  person  put  to  his  election  was  entitled  (g).  In 
order  to  presume  an  election  from  the  acts  of  any  person,  that 
person  must  be  shown  to  have  had  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the 


(g)  Newhurgh  v.  Newburgk,  6 
Madd.  364 ;  JanxL  on  Wills,  vol.  1, 
pp.  412 — 414.  It  would,  however, 
seem  that  if  a  clause  be  in- 
advertently introduced,  there  may  be 
an  issue  to  try  whether  it  is  part  of 
the  testator's  will.  lb  ;  Wigram  on 
Wills,  121. 

(h)  Gohleti  v.  Beechey,  3  Sim.  24. 

(t)  Selwood   v.   Mildmay,  3  Ves. 
306. 

(k)  Del  Mare  v.  BobeUo^  1  Ves.  Jr. 


412. 

(0  Ulrichv.  Litchfield,  2  Atk.S72, 
per  Lord  Hardwicke. 

(m)  Campbell  v.  French^  3  Ves. 
321  ;  Doe  v.  Evam,  10  A.  &  E.  228  ; 
Jarm.  on  Wills,  vol.  1,  p.  183. 

(n)  Onions  v.  Tyrer,  1  P.  Wms. 
345. 

(o)  lb. 

(p)  Re  Hunt,  3  Pr.  &  Div.  260. 

(q)  WinUmr  v.  Clifton,  21  Beav. 
468,  affirmed  3  Jur.  N.  S.  74. 
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requisite  circumstances,  as  to  the  amount  of  the  diflferent  pro-       Chap.  I. 
perties,  his  own  rights  in  respect  of  them,  &c.  (r).     A  person 
who  has  elected  under  a  misconception  is  entitled  to  make  a 
fresh  election  (s). 

The  Court  will  not  inquire  into  the  fact  of  whether  a  testator  Condition 
was  mistaken  or  not  with  reference  to  his  daughter  s  health  and  l^iJSk^.""  * 
capacity  assigned  by  his  will  as  a  condition  for  imposing  a  con- 
dition in  restraint  of  marriage  (f). 

The  costs  of  the  suit,  in  cases  of  mistake,  depend  on  the  cosu. 
conduct  of  the  parties  (u).  If  a  deed  is  set  aside  or  varied  on 
the  ground  of  mistake,  the  decree  will  be  with  costs  against  the 
defendant,  if  the  suit  is  either  wholly  or  mainly  due  to  his 
conduct  in  the  matter  (x).  So,  also,  a  decree  for  specific  per- 
formance of  an  ordinary  agreement  (y),  or  of  an  agreement  by 
way  of  compromise  (z)  will  be  with  costs,  if  the  case  set  up  by 
the  defendant  fails  wholly  on  the  merits,  or  the  litigation  has 
been  due  to  his  conduct  in  the  matter  (a).  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  mistake  is  entirely  owing  to  the  conduct  of  the  plaintiff,  he 
must  pay  all  the  costs  of  the  suit  (6).  So,  also,  if  the  case  set 
up  by  the  plaintiff  wholly  fails  on  the  merits,  and  the  de- 
fendant has  not  been  to  blame  in  the  matter,  the  bill  will  be 


(r)  TVake  v.  Wake,  1  Vee.  Jr.  335, 
and  the  other  cases  mentioned  ;  1 
Sw.  381  n.  ;  Reynard  v.  Spence,  4 
Beav.  103 ;  Edwards  v.  Morgan,  13 
Pri.  782,  1  Bligh,  N.  S.  401  ;  Brice 
V.  Brice,  2  Moll,  21. 

(«)  Kidney  v.  Gousemdker,  12  Ves. 
136  ;  Jarman  on  Wills,  voL  1,  p. 
471. 

{t)  Morley  r.  Rennoldson,  2  Ha. 
584. 

(u)  Mortimer  v.  ShortaXl,  2  Dr.  & 
War.  373  ;  Alvanley  v.  Kinruiird,  2 
Mac.  &  G.  9  ;  Harris  v.  PeppereU,  5 
Eq.  1 ;  supra,  p.  460. 

(x)  Bingham  v.  Bingham^  1  Ves. 
126 ;  East  India  Co.  v.  Donald,  9  Ves. 
275  ;  Dacre  v.  Gorges,  2  Sim.  &  St. 
456  ;  Sturge  v.  Sturge,  12  Beav.  245  ; 


Meadotos  v.  Meadows,  16  Beav.  404  ; 
Covxird  V.  IhigJiss,  1  K.  &  J.  451  ; 
Cox  V.  Brvion,  5  W.  R.  544 ;  Letiiy 
V.  Hillas,  2  D.  &  J.  122  ;  Broughton 
V.  HiUt,  3  D.  &  J.  501  ;  Broun  v. 
Kennedy,  33  Beav.  154 ;  Harris  v. 
PeppereU,  5  Eq.  1. 

(y)  Parker  v.  Taswell,  2  D.  &  J. 
576 ;  Dyas  v.  Stafford,  7  L.  R.  I. 
605. 

(z)  Attwood  V. ,  1  Russ.  353, 

5  Russ.  150;  Houghton  v.  Lees,  1 
Jut.  N.  S.  862. 

(a)  Parker  v.  Taswell,  2  D.  &  J. 
576. 

(6)  Harris  v.  PeppereU,  5  Eq.  1, 
per  Lord  Romilly  ;  Baskcomb  v.  Beck- 
with,  8  Eq.  109  ;  Besley  v.  BesUy,  9 
Ch.  D.  103. 

N   N 
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dismissed  with  costs,  whether  the  object  of  the  suit  be  to 
rectify  an  instrument  or  to  rescind  a  transaction  (c). 

So,  also,  if  an  action  for  the  speciHc  performance  of  an  agree- 
ment be  dismissed,  the  dismissal  will  be  with  costs,  if  the  case 
of  mistake  as  set  up  by  the  plaintiff  fails  on  the  merits  ((2).  If 
there  have  been  faults  on  both  sides,  costs  will  be  given  to 
neither,  whether  the  object  of  the  suit  be  to  rectify  or  rescind  a 
transaction  {e). 

Although  an  action  for  the  rescission  of  a  transaction,  on  the 
ground  of  mistake,  be  dismissed,  the  dismissal  will  be  without 
costs,  if  the  case  of  the  plaintiff  be  a  reasonable  one  on  the 
merits ;  but  his  title  to  relief  has  failed  through  the  absence  of 
due  diligence  on  his  part  in  bringing  the  action  (/),  or  because 
the  mistake  was  due  to  his  own  solicitor  (g),  or  because  the  Court 
could  not  interfere  without  prejudicing  the  rights  of  innocent 
parties  (h).  So,  also,  although  an  action  for  the  rectification  of 
an  instrument  be  dismissed,  the  dismissal  will  be  without  costs,  if 
the  case  as  set  up  by  the  plaintiff  be  on  the  whole  a  reasonable 
one  (t).  So,  also,  although  a  deed  be  cancelled,  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  may  be  such  that  it  will  be  without  costs  (Jk). 
So,  also,  although  an  action  for  the  specific  performance  of  an 
agreement  be  dismissed,  the  dismissal  will  be  without  costs,  if  the 


(c)  Naylar  v.  Winch ,  1  Sim.  &  St 
655  ;  Alexander  v.  Croshie,  LI.  &  G. 
temp.  Sug.  153  ;  Okill  v.  Whittaker, 
1  Deg.  &  Sm.  83, 2  Ph.  338  ;  Westhy 
V.  Wuthy,  2  Dr.  &  War.  602  ;  How- 
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V.  Mackay,  31  Beav.  169 ;  Bateman 
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(<i)  Humphries  v.  Home,  3  Ha. 
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351. 

(«)  Hitchcock  V.  Giddings,  4  Pri. 
136  ;  Mortimer  v.  Shortall,  2  Dr.  & 
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Beav.  469 ;  Price  v.  Ley,  11  W.  R. 
476  ;  Harris  v.  Pepperell,  6  Eq.  1, 
supra,  p.  460. 

(/)  Stone  v.  Godfrey,  18  Jur.  166  ; 
Bloomer  v.  Spittle,  13  Eq.  429  ;  but 
see  Stone  v.  Godfrey  on  appeal,  5  D. 
M.  &  G.  9a 

(g)  Bloomer  v.  Spittle,  13  Eq.  429. 

{h)  M'Alpine  v.  Svnft,  1  Ba.  &  Be. 
293. 

(t)  Cockerell  v.  Cholmeley,  TamL 
446,  1  R  &  M.  426  ;  Ashhurst  v. 
Mill,  7  Ha.  616,  616;  Barrow  v. 
Barrow,  18  Beav.  637  ;  Lord  Brad- 
ford  V.  Lord  Romney,  30  ,Beav.  441  ; 
Bloomer  v.  Spittle,  13  Eq.  429. 
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638. 
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defendant  has  been  to  blame  in  the  matter,  either  by  mistaking 
the  terms  of  the  agreement  or  by  other  acts  of  negligence,  and 
the  refiisal  of  the  Court  to  interfere  has  proceeded  merely  on 
considerations  as  to  the  hardship  to  which  the  defendant  would 
be  exposed  by  being  compelled  to  perform  his  agreement  speci- 
fically {I).  So,  also,  where  there  has  been  a  mutual  misunder- 
standing (m),  or  the  nature  of  the  deface  has  been  in  some 
respects  unfounded  (ii),  or  where  the  terms  of  the  contract  are 
ambiguous,  so  that  the  one  party  may  have  reasonably  put  a 
different  constiniction  on  the  contract  from  what  was  contem- 
plated by  the  other  (p),  an  action  for  specific  performance  will 
be  dismissed  without  costs.  And  so  where  parol  evidence  was 
admitted  in  opposition  to  specific  performance  (p). 

If  parol  evidence  to  vary  the  contract  is  introduced  by  the 
defendant,  the  action  should  be  strictly  dismissed  ;  and,  there- 
fore, if  the  Court  makes  a  decree  at  plaintiff's  desire  for  specific 
performance  of  the  contract  according  to  defendant's  evidence, 
the  plaintiff  must  pay  costs  (q).  But  inasmuch  as  parol 
evidence  to  vary  the  contract  cannot  be  admitted  on  the  part 
of  the  plaintiff  to  a  bill  for  specific  performance  (r),  an  action 
for  the  specific  performance  of  a  contract  with  parol  variation, 
though  left  out  by  fraud,  was  dismissed,  but  without  costs  (s). 
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(I)  MalvM  ▼.  Freemany  2  Keen, 
32  ;  Manser  v.  Back^  6  Ha.  443  ; 
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Vea.  328;  Oarrard  v.  Qrinling,  8 
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(r)  Supra,  p.  495. 
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ABATEMENT, 

of  price  for  misdescription,  25,  393 

purchaser  compelled  to  accept  with,  419,  420,  421 

ACCOUNT, 

on  setting  aside  a  sale  as  fraudulent  against  yendor,  373,  374,  375, 

376,  377,  378 
what  interest  allowed  on  taking,  378,  379 
on  setting  aside  a  sale  of  shares  as  fraudulent  against  purchaser, 

376,  377,  380 
no  reoonyeyance  until,  be  taken,  379 
of  wilful  default,  in  what  cases  ordered,  375,  376 
ordered  from  time  of  bringing  the  action,  if  there  has  been  delay, 

376 

ACCOUNTS, 

opened  on  ground  of  fraud,  if  there  be  a  single  fraudulent  entry,  387 
between  solicitor  and  client,  146 

opened  after  a  long  lapse  Of  time,  146 
between  guardian  and  ward,  154 
between  partners,  153 
when  opened  on  account  of  errors,  521,  522 

ACQUIESCENCE, 

principle  of,  97,  98,  99,  100,  101,  102,  103,  332,  333,  334 

founded  on  fraud,  97,  98,  103,  104 
what  is  necessary  to  institute,  102,  103,  104,  333,  334 
extent  of  the  principle,  97,  98,  99,  100,  101,  102 
oases  in  which  the  principle  does  not  apply,  102,  103,  333 
cases  in  which  the  principle  applies  with  peculiar  force,  335 
distinction  between  cases  where  the  alleged,  takes  place  while  the 

act  is  in  progress,  and  where  it  does  not  take  place  until  after  the 

act  is  completed,  335,  336 
in  expenditure  on  his  land  binds  landowner,  99 
applies  as  between  trustee  and  cestui  que  trusty  337 
representatiyes  of  man  bound  by  his,  336 
remainderman  may  be  bound  by,  336 
company  bound  by,  337 
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ACT  OF  PAELIAMENT, 

may  not  be  used  to  perpetrate  a  fraud,  401 

AOnON  OF  DECEIT.    See  Damages. 

when  maintainable,  401,  402,  403,  404 

•  can  be  maintained  by  wbom,  402,  406,  435 

in  what  cases  not  maintainable,  402,  403,  404,  436 

maintainable  by  shareholder  of  a  company,  405,  406, 

436 

not  maintainable  by  shareholder  of  a  company,  384, 

405,  436 
maintainable,  though  rescission  cannot  be  had,  392, 405,  406 

though  contract  be  affirmed,  406 

against  third  party,  15,  16,  406,  407 

by  shareholder  of  company,  394,  407,  435 

by  shareholder  of  company  agaiast  directors,  under 

Companies  Act,  1867,  392,  410 

against  principal  for  fraud  of  agent,  407,  408,  409 

not  maintainable  by  one  who  has  by  laches  lost  right  to  rescission, 

410 

after  execution  of  conveyance,  406 

not  maintainable  against  one  agent  for  fraud  of  another,  410 

except  in  particular  cases,  410 

pleading  in,  428,  429 

ACTION  TO  BECOYER  MONEY, 

on  avoidance  of  contract,  party  defrauded  may  bring,  391,  392,  393 

AGENT.    See  Prinoipal  aot)  Agbih?. 

principal  bound  by  misrepresentation  of,  82,  83,  422 

unless  he  be  acting  ultra  inreSf  84,  85,  87 
action  of  deceit  against  principal  for  fraud  o^  407,  408,  409 
selling  as  if  he  were  principal,  87,  88,  423 
in  what  cases  bound  by  fraud  of  sub-agent,  87 
of  one  principal  dealing  surreptitiously  with  other  prinoipal,  151 
for  sale  or  management  cannot  purchase,  148,  149 
for  purchaser  may  not  sell  to  principal,  148 
may  not  make  profit  out  of  his  business,  147,  149 
notice  to,  notice  to  principal,  269,  270,  274 
abetting  fraud  on  principal  may  be  made  party  to  action,  444 

AGREEMENT.    See  Contract. 

misrepresentation  a  bar  to  specific  perfoimance  of,  414,  416 
although  made  innocently,  416 

unless  compensation  can  be  made,  419,  420,  421 
mistake  a  bar  to  specific  performance  of,  480,  481,  482,  491 

unless  with  a  variation,  495,  496 
mistake  in  written,  when  rectified,  496 — 505 

when  not  rectified,  498,  506 
whea  relieved  against,  500 
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AQBBEMENT—  caniinu^d. 

parol  evidence  admissible  to  explain  enrora  in,  491,  600 
not  to  bid  at  auction  valid,  290 
fraudulent,  respecting  marriage,  282 — 285 
to  secure  influence  over  other  persons,  287,  288 
among  heirs  to  share  equally,  290 
addition  by  parol  to  written,  not  admissible  at  law,  491 
or  on  behalf  of  plaintiff  in  equity,  496 
when  admissible  as  a  defence  in  equity,  423,  483,  491,  500 

ALLOWANCE.    See  AooouwT. 

AMBIGUITY, 

of  agreement,  492,  515,  516,  517 

patent,  492;  latent,  517,  542,  543 
in  what  cases  evidence  admissible  to  explain,  517 
a  ground  of  defence  in  equity,  418,  515,  516 
for  refusal  of  costs,  547 
in  wills,  542,  543 

parol  evidence  when  admissible  to  explain,  541,  542,  543 

AMBIGUOUS  RECITAL, 
not  notice,  263 

APPOINTMENT.    See  Powee. 

fraud  upon  power  of,  when  relieved  against,  301 — 309 
when  vitiated  in  toto  by  fraud,  and  when  in  part,  308 
defective  execution  of  power  of,  when  relieved  against,  527 — 534 
relief  in  case  of  illusory,  309 

ABBITEATOB.    See  Awabd. 

may  not  purchase  claims  of  parties  for  reference,  138,  325 
corruption  or  partiality  of,  324,  325 

ARRANGEMENT.    See  Family  Abbakgement. 

ASSIGNEE  OF  BANKRUPT, 

may  not  purchase  bankrupt's  estate,  137 
except  leave  be  obtained,  137  n. 

'    ASSIGNMENT 

of  equitable  interest  in  personal  estate,  notice  of,  to  trustee  necessary 

to  complete  title,  118 
fraud  in,  314 

to  a  beggar  not  fraudulent,  314 
by  debtors  giving  preference  to  creditors,  when  valid  or  not,  214,  215, 

223 
for  benefit  of  creditors,  when  valid  or  not,  1(28,  229,  230 

ATTESTING  WITNESS, 

whether  affected  with  notice  of  contents  of  deed,  260 
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ATTOBNEY.    See  SoucrroB  and  Clibnt. 

AUCTION, 

engagement  by  partiee  not  to  bid  against  each  other  at  an,  yalid,  290 
employment  of  pufCera  or  underbidders  at,  291,  292 
purchase  at,  by  fidaoiary  vendor,  voidable,  130 
fraud  by  purchaser  at,  293 

AUTHOEITY, 

misrepresentation  of,  29,  30 

AWABD.     See  A&bitkatob. 
jurisdiction  over,  323,  324 
fraud  in,  4,  324,  325,  326 
mistake  iu,  when  relievable,  537,  538 
circumstances  excluding  equity  for  relief  against,  326 


BANKRUPT, 

estate  of,  may  not  be  bought  by  assignee,  137 
nor  by  commissioner,  137 

BANKBUPT  LAWS, 

fraud  under  the,  215,  234 

assignment  by  a  man  of  the  whole  of  his  estate  and  effects,  is  a, 

216 
assignment  by  a  man  of  the  whole  of  his  estate  and  effects  with 
a  substantial  ezceptioo,  215,  216 
or  for  a  present  advance  of  money,  216 
or  for  a  present  advance  and  future  advances  agreed  to  be 

made,  217,  218 
or  for  a  past  debt  and  a  fresh  advance,  218,  219,  220 
or  for  a  past  debt  and  a  fresh  advance  agreed  to  be  made, 

219,  220,  221 
is  not  a  fraud  on  the,  if  the  transaction  be  bond  fide,  220 
and  has  not  for  its  object  fraud  upon  creditors,  217, 218 
composition  when  a,  232,  233 
liquidation  when  a,  234 
drawing  and  accepting  bills  when  a,  231 
effect  of  lapse  of  time  in  validating  what  would  otherwise  be  a, 

221,  222,  223,  228 
preference  of  a  particular  creditor  a,  223 — 227 
unless  in  particular  cases,  223 — 228 
or  there  be  good  faith,  226,  227 
composition  deeds  when  a,  233 
liquidation  by  arrangement  when  a,  234 
giving  one  creditor  preference  over  another  is,  223,  224,  225, 

226,  227,  228 
covenant  or  bond  by  a  man  to  pay  monies  in  contingency  of 
bankruptcy  i^,  in  general,  a,  230 
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BANKRUPT  JjAJN&^cantinued. 

fraud  on,  settlement  by  a  man  on  himself  until  bankruptcy,  is,  235 
settlement  by  a  third  party  on  a  man  until  bankruptcy,  is  not  a, 

235 
assignment  of  property  for  benefit  of  creditors,  when  a,  228,  229, . 

230,  231 
what  lapse  of  time  will  prevent  a  deed,  &c.,  from  being  inyalidated 
as  a,  221,  222,  223 

BIDDEE, 

employment  of,  at  auction,  when  allowable,  292 
employpient  of,  at  auction,  a  fraud  at  law,  291 

BILL  OF  SALE.    See  Pratjdttlbnt  Convbyance. 
what  instruments  it  extends  to,  202,  203,  212,  213 
must  be  registered,  204,  205,  209,  212 
mode  of  registering,  204,  205,  206,  208 
affidavit  on  registering,  205,  206,  207,  208 
consideration  for,  must  be  stated,  210,  211 
must  be  attested,  212 
form  of,  212 

does  not  affect  after-acquired  property,  213 
with  power  to  seize  except  in  certain  events  to  be  void,  213,  214 
effect  of,  as  to  reputed  ownership,  201,  202^  203 
given  upon  faith  of  agreement  to  make  further  advance  of  money, 
not  act  of  bankruptcy,  219,  220 
except  in  certain  cases,  219,  220,  221 

BONA  FIDE  PTJECHASEE.     See  Pubohasbe  fob  Yalub  without 
Notice. 
protected  in  equity,  349,  350,  351 

BOND, 

marriage  and  place  brokage,  286,  287,  288 

to  marry  given  secretly,  288,  289 

for  giving  consent  to  maniage,  fraudulent,  282 

fraudulent  upon  an  intended  marriage,  283 

obtained  by  solicitors  from  their  clients,  143 

reform  of  mistake  in,  503,  504,  505 

joint,  when  deemed  joint  and  several,  503,  504 

BKOKAGE  BONDS, 

marriage  and  place,  286,  287,  288 

BUKTHEN  OF  PJROOF, 

in  cases  of  constructive  fraud,  125,  129,  141,  143,  452,  453 


CANCELLATION, 

of  deeds  by  fraud  or  mistake,  312 
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OAUTION,  mere  want  of,  as  distiiig^aiilLed  from  gross  negligence,  248, 
249 
purchaser  not  bound  to  use  ezcessiyey  248 

CAVEAT  EMPTOB, 

the  rule  of  the  oommon  law,  60,  68 
in  case  of  purchase  of  real  estate,  68,  69 
in  case  of  purchase  of  goods,  69,  70,  71^  72 

does  not  apply  where  there  is  a  distinct  and  positiye  misrepresen- 
tation, 42 

CESTUI  QUE  TEUST. 

right  of,  to  impeach  purchase  by  trustee,  129,  130,  376,  377 
may  be  lost  by  acquiescence,  337 
or  lapse  of  time,  344,  345 
right  of,  to  impeach  purchase  from  trustee,  129, 130,  376,  377 

CESTUI  QUE  VIE, 

death  of,  before  date  of  contract,  509,  510 

CHANGE, 

of  solicitors  not  notice  of  change  of  interest,  263 

CHABITY, 

governor  of,  lease  to,  of  the  lands,  invalid,  138 

within  the  rule  as  to  purchasers  without  notice,  349 

lands,  tenant  of,  also  a  trustee,  139,  140 

inadequacy  of  rent  of  charity  estates  as  a  badge  of  fraud,  139,  140 

CHAETEE, 

obtained  by  fraud,  401 

CHASTITY, 

misrepresentation  as  to,  60,  313 

CHEAT, 

goods,  instruments,  &c.,  obtained  by,  as  distinguished  from  goods, 
instruments,  &c.,  obtained  by  fraud,  7,  8,  9,  10 

CHILD, 

and  parent,  contracts,  gifts,  ftc,  between,  when  valid,  156,  157,  158 
defective  execution  of  power  supplied  in  favour  of,  529 

CHOSES  IN  ACTION, 

assignee  of,  cannot  set  up  defence  of  purchase  for  value  without 

notice,  363 
rule  as  to  notice  of  assignment  of,  does  not  apply  to  equitable 

interests  in  land,  118 

CLAIM, 

concealment  of,  may  amount  to  fraud,  100,  101,  102 

CLEEIOAL  EREOE, 

corrected  by  courts  of  law,  492,  493,  494,  495 
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GLEEK 

may  be  in  opnfidential  situation,  146 

CLIENT  AND  ATTOBNEY.    See  Solioitob  and  OuBirr. 

COLLUSION,  2,  175 

between  a  company  and  a  creditor  to  enforce  bis  debt  against  a  par- 
ticular sbarebolder,  315 

COMMENDATION, 

of  property  by  vendor,  allowable,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47 

COMMISSIONEBS 

of  bankrupts  may  not  buy  bankrupt's  estate,  137 

COMMITTEE 

of  lunatic  may  not  purchase  or  rent  the  lunatic's  estate,  138 

COMPANIES  ACT,  1867,  s.  38, 

what  is  fraud  within  meaning  of,  77 — 81 

omission  to  specify  contracts  required  by,  not  a  ground  for 
rescission,  392 
a  ground  for  action  of  damages,  392,  410 

COMPANY, 

misrepresentation  and  concealment  in  prospectus  of  a,  73,  74,  75,  76 
party  induced  by,  to  take  shares  relieved  from  his  shares,  76, 
434,  437 
when  not  relieved  from  his  shares,  394 
must  act  with  diligence,  334,  342,  343,  347 
vague  representations  in  prospectus  of  a,  46,  74 
may  bring  action  in  its  own  name  to  set  aside  contracts,  434 

must  however  act  with  diligence,  347,  348 
bound  by  representation  of  agents  when  acting  within  the  scope  of 

their  authority,  84,  85,  86 
collusion  between  directors  of,  and  a  creditor  to  enforce  debt  against 

a  particular  shareholder,  315 
purchase  of  shares  in  a,  when  entiUed  to  bring  action  of  deceit  against 

directors,  435,  436 
fraud  upon  a,  by  shareholder,  315 — 318,  380 

directors,  315—318,  381 

how  relieved  against,  380,  381 
notice  to  proper  officers  of,  is  notice  to,  277,  278 
notice  to  directors,  not  notice  to,  277,  278 
notice  to  shareliolder  of,  not  notice  to,  277,  278,  347 

COMPENSATION, 

defects,  &c.,  not  admitting  of,  avoid  contract,  if  undisclosed,  19,  24, 

419,  420 
conditions  respecting,  422,  523 
what  matters  do  not  admit  of,  *^2,  23,  24,  25,  420,  421 
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COMPENSATION— a»i««Med. 

purchaser   compelled    to    take   defective   estate    with,    419,    420, 

421,  519 
yendor's  or  purchaser's  right  to,  for  difference  in  quantity,  25,  421, 

519,  520 
for  improvements  on  an  estate  on  setting  aside  a  transaction,  374,  375 
allowed  in  respect  of  false  representation  through  mistake,  393 

COMPOSITION  DEEDS, 

secret  arrangements  by  creditors,  a  fraud  upon,  231,  232 
under  **  Bankruptcy  Act,  1869,"  232,  233 

in  what  cases  a  £raud  upon  creditors,  233,  234 

COMPROMISES, 

vitiated  by  concealment,  94,  95 
of  doubtful  rights,  not  vitiated  by  mistake,  474,  475 
may  be  vitiated  by  mistake  of  fact,  513,  514 
consideration  for,  474,  514 

CONCEALMENT.    See  Misrepbesbntation,  54,  55,  56,  58 

a  fraud,  if  there  be  a  duty  to  disclose,  58,  59,  60,  61,  62,  64,  65 
as  distinguished  from  silence,  59,  61,  63 
must  be  of  a  material  fact,  58 
must  be  in  reference  to  the  transaction,  58,  60 
immaterial  if  fact  be  known,  60,  61 
a  fraud,  if  there  be  artifices  to  mislead,  62,  63,  64,  67 
of  truth,  after  discovery  of  misrepresentation,  26,  27,  65  . 
of  patent  faults,  65 
of  latent  faults,  66,  67 
by  vendor  of  ownership  of  property,  48,  64 
by  purchaser  of  advantages,  &c.,  61,  65 
by  purchaser  of  his  insolvency,  72,  73 
by  agent,  binding  on  principal,  82,  83,  84,  85 
in  prospectuses  of  companies,  73,  74,  75,  76,  77,  78,  79,  80 
in  policies  of  marine  assurance,  88,  89,  90 
life  assurance,  90,  91 
fire  assurance,  91 
in  guarantees,  and  contracts  of  suretyship,  92,  93 
in  compromises,  94,  95 

by  parties  in  dealings  with  others  towards  whom  they  stand  in  a 
fiduciary  position,  95,  126,  127 

trustee  and  cestui  que  trusty  129 

solicitor  and  client,  141,  142 

principal  and  agent,  147,  148 

guardian  and  ward,  154 

parent  and  child,  155,  156,  157 

partners,  151,  152,  153 

parties  generally  coming  within  the  principle,  158 
of  claim  by  incumbrancer,  99,  100,  101 
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CONCEALMENT— c(w«»nwd. 

in  fraud  of  marriage,  282,  283,  284 

of  title  with  design  to  mislead,  97,  98,  99,  100 

contract  procured  by,  not  enforced  in  equity,  415 

CONDITION, 

imposed  under  mistake,  545 

CONDITIONS  OF  SALE, 

must  not  be  misleading,  54,  55,  56 

more  especially  if  sale  is  by  the  Court,  56,  57,  419 
effect  of  certain  requirements  in,  56 
inviting  attention  to  documents,  56 

stipulating  that  buyer  is  to  take  a  chattel  "with  all  faults,"  67 
by  which  purchaser  is  debarred  from  complaining  of  eiTor  in  par- 
ticulars, 67,  68 
providing  that  errors  shall  not  annul  the  contract,  26,  523 

do  not  cover  a  fraudulent  misrepresentation,  42,  422 

only  apply  to  innocent  errors,  422 

apply  to  errors  not  discovered  until  after  conveyance,  523 

CONFIDENTIAL  RELATION.    See  Fiduciaey  Belation. 
what  constitutes  a,  124,  125 

OONFIBMATION, 

of  impeachable  transaction,  when  binding  in  equity,  330,  331 

concealment  will  vitiate,  331 

marriage  brokage  bonds  incapable  of,  287 

CONSENT, 

necessary  in  contracts,  119 

what  is  necessary  to  constitute,  119 

to  marriage,  fraud  in  withholding,  289 

CONSIDEBATION.    5e/!  Inadequacy  op  Consideration. 
may  be  either  good  or  valuable,  184 
what  will  constitute  a  valuable,  184 — 190 
marriage  a  valuable,  184 — 186 

unless  there  be  fraud,  195 
inadequacy  of,  not  per  se  a  ground  for  relief,  160 

or  for  refusing  specific  performance,  160 

when  a  ground  for  relief,  141,  161 — 164 
false  statement  of,  164,  165 

may  vitiate  a  deed,  164,  165,  166 
not  expressed,  may  be  proved,  191,  239 
in  what  cases  amount  of,  not  material,  239,  240 
in  what  cases  question  of,  cannot  arise,  191,  240,  241 

CONSTRUCTIVE  NOTICE.    See  Notice. 
what  is,  246—250 
as  distinguished  from  actual  notice,  246 
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CONSTllUCnVE  NOTICE— <»n«n«(fd. 
Hmita  of  dootrine  of,  247—250,  260,  261 
party  not  fixed  with,  of  instraments  or  facts  which  may  only  by 

possibility  affect  property,  263,  264,  265 
may  be  excluded  bypositiye  representation,  &c.,  39,  40,  41,  265 — 268 
only  operates  in  matters  affecting  title,  269 

CONTBAOT.    See  AoREEMEirr. 
vitiated  by  absence  of  consent,  5 
induced  by  fraud  voidable,  not  void,  5,  6 
of  lunatic,  idiot,  ftc,  120 

of  person  in  a  state  of  mental  imbecility,  120,  121 
of  person  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  121 
ofin&nt,  122,  123 
of  married  woman,  123,  124 
by  a  party  under  duress  or  imprisonment,  159,  160 

in  a  state  of  embarrassment,  162 
vitiated  on  the  ground  of  undue  influence,   124,  155,    158,   159, 

162—164,  166,  167 
with  persons  in  a  fiduciary  relation,  124 
marriage  brokage,  not  capable  of  confirmation,  287 

CONVEYANCE.    See  Pbatjdulent  OonvbyanoI!. 
reformed  in  equity,  496,  509 
errors  discovered  after  execution  of,  522^  523 

COPYHOLD, 

surrender  of,  supplied  in  equity,  527 

purchaser  need  not  take,  instead  of  freehold,  22,  420 

nor  need  he  take  freehold  instead  of,  420 

COEPOEATION, 

lease  to  member  of,  of  corporate  property  set  aside,  133 
bound  by  representations  of  its  agents,  84 

COSTS, 

sale  to  solicitor  in  discharge  of,  143 
solicitor  may  not  take  security  for  future,  143 
general  rule  as  to,  458 

charges  of  fraud,  if  unsubstantiated,  visited  with,  459,  461 
unsuccessful  litigant  as  a  general  rule  has  to  pay,  458,  460,  545,  546 
do  not  always  follow  the  event,  459,  460 

unsuccessftd  litigant  exempted  from  payment  of,  459,  460,  545,  646 
solicitor  made  party  to  a  suit  for  the  purpose  of  having  costs  paid  by 
him,  443,  444,  463,  464 
costs  must  be  prayed  by  the  bill,  464 
party  abetting  a  ftuud  made  party,  and  ordered  to  pay,  442, 443, 463, 
464 

COUNSEL, 

rule  in  equity  as  to  dealings  between  client  and,  146 
notice  to,  is  notice  to  client,  270,  271 
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COTJET, 

sale  by  the,  when  not  enforoed  against  a  purdhaser,  419 

set  aside  on  ground  of  fraud,  392 
settlement  nnder  order  of  the,  set  aside  as  obtained  by  fraad,  392 
conditions  of  sale  on  sale  by  the,  must  not  be  misleading,  56,  57 
party  obtaining  a  wrong  order  from  the,  by  false  representation, 
bound  to  indemnify  the  other  party,  397 

COURTS  OF  COMPETENT  JURISDICTION, 

assistance  of  courts  of  equity  to  prevent  fraud  upon,  328 

COVENANTS, 

notice  of  lease  is  notice  of,  252,  253 

in  lease,  deceptiye  statements  respecting,  54,  62 

COVERTURE, 

rights  of  married  women  in  equity  in  respect  of  separate  property 

notwithstanding,  123 
no  excuse  for  participation  in  fraud,  124 

CREDITORS.    See  Frattdtjlbnt  Convbyanoes. 
fraud  upon,  175—183,  193—199 

when  on  sale  of  chattels  vendor  remains  in  possession,  200, 
201,  202,  203 
assignment  for  benefit  of,  when  valid  or  not,  228 — 230 
fraudulent  devises  in  fraud  of,  235 

favoured  in  equity  in  cases  of  defective  execution  of  powers,  529 
preference  of  particular,  214,  215,  223 — 227 
assignment  to  fictitious,  a  fruud  on  the  bankrupt  laws,  233 
trust  deeds  for,  when  fraudulent,  233,  234 

CROWN, 

fraud  upon  the,  328 


DANLAOES.    See  Aotion  of  Dboeit. 
party  defrauded  may  recover,  15,  406 
measure  of,  in  actions  of  deceit,  410 — 413 
not  recoverable  if  remote,  412 

for  communication  of  disease  by  animals  sold  through  fraud,  411 
measure  of,  where  coal  has  been  by  mistake  taken  from  a  mine,  527 
where  specific  performance  is  refused  on  ground  of  mistake,  527 
not  recoverable  for  loss  of  bargain,  in  absence  of  fraud,  526 
recoverable  in  actions  of  specific  performance  when  there  has  been 

misrepresentation,  527 
shareholder  of  company  cannot  recover  against,  384 

DECEIT.    See  AonoN  of  Deceit. 

DECEPTIVE  STATEMENT, 
is  a  fraud,  53,  54,  55,  56,  62 
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DECEEE, 

fraud  in,  remediable  in  equity,  4,  326,  399,  400 
purchasers  under,  take  with  notice  of  fraud  apparent  on  feuM  of, 
357 

DEEDS, 

(raudulent  suppression  and  destruction  of,  311,  312 

giyen  in  extreme  intoxication,  121,  122 

vendor  need  not  state  defects  apparent  on  face  of,  68 

cancellation  of,  312 

fraud  in  the  procurement  of  the  execution  of,  312 

omission  to  ask  for,  or  to  retain,  its  effects  as  regards  priority,  112, 

113,  260 
notice  of,  as  affecting  property,  is  notice  of  entire  oontents,  250, 

251,  252,  253 
notice  that  party  holds,  is  notice  of  his  incumbrance,  245,  258 
attesting  witness  not  affected  with  notice  of  oontents  of,  260 
fraud  in,  proveable  by  parol  evidence,  456 
possession  of,  by  solicitor  not  notice,  259 

DEFECTS, 

patent  and  latent,  what  are,  65,  66 
disclosure  or  concealment  of,  by  vendor,  66,  67,  68,  69 
in  execution  of  power,  when  supplied  in  equity,  527 — 534 
in  instruments,  when  supplied  in  equity,  534,  536,  537 
in  estate  abatement  of  purchase  monies  in  respect  of,  25,  419,  420, 
421 

DEFICIENCY, 

in  quantity  of  estate,  compensation  for,  25,  421 

DELAY.    See  Time. 

in  instituting  a  suit  to  impeach  a  transaction  a  bar. to  relief,  337 — 
348 
especially  in  certain  cases,  339,  341 
even  as  between  trustee  and  cestui  que  trust,  344,  345 

in  cases  where  a  fiduciary  relation  exists,  344 

in  the  case  of  shareholders  in  companies,  342,  343 

may  be  set  up  against  a  company,  347,  348 

acquiescence,  as  distinguished  from,  339 

representatives  of  a  man  bound  by  his,  348 

bill  dismissed  on  ground  of,  dismissed  without  costs,  459,  546 

DEPEECIATORY 

remarks,  &c.,  by  purchaser,  their  effect,  46,  47 

DESTEUCTION 

of  deeds,  fraudulent,  311,  312 

DIEECTORS 

of  public  companies,  misrepresentation  by,  73 — 81 

binds  the  company,  84,  85,  86 
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DIRECTORS— continued. 

stand  in  a  fiduoiary  relation  to  the  companies,  132,  133 

may  not  make  profit  out  of  the  business  of  the  oompanies,  132,  133 

bound  to  account  for  all  profits  made  by  them,  132,  133 

jfraud  by,  316,  317,  318 

DISOLOSUEE.    See  Concealment. 

of  facts,  defects,  &c.,  by  vendor,  62,  63,  64,  65,  66 
of  advantages,  &o.,  by  purchaser,  61 

DISTEESS, 

rule  of  equity  as  to  transactions  entered  into  by  a  person  in,  159, 
162,  163,  164 

DOLUS, 

according  to  the  civilians,  111,  n. 

DRUNKARDS, 

acts  and  contracts  of,  relievable,  where  there  is  fraud,  121 
where  relief  refused  to,  121,  122 

DURESS. 

relief  in  cases  of,  159,  160,  162, 163, 164 


ELECTION, 

what  is  necessary  to  constitute  a  valid,  544,  545 

relief  against,  made  under  mistake,  545 

to  affirm  is  a  waiver  of  right  to  rescind,  381,  382 

what  constitutes,  381,  382 

delay,  evidence  of,  383 

by  party  defrauded,  and  to  recover  damages,  383,  384 
to  rescind  a  contract,  6 

mode  of  exercise  .of,  384,  385 

may  be  exercised  by  plea,  385 

ENCOURAGEMENT, 

of  party  in  error  may  amount  to  fraud,  61,  62,  99,  102,  103,  470 

EQUITABLE  ESTATE.    See  Equitable  Interest. 

in  land,  purchaser  of,  acquires  no  priority,  by  notice  to  owner  of 
legal  estate,  118 

EQUITABLE  ESTOPPEL,  96—104,  486,  518 

doctrine  of,  founded  on  fraud,  100,  101,  103,  104 

may  arise  from  passive  conduct  or  concealment,  98,  100, 101 

what  necessary  to  constitutCi  102,  103,  104 

EQUITABLE  INTEREST, 

in  personal  estate,  purchaser  of,  acquires  priority  by  giving  notice  to 
person  in  possession  of  fund,  118 

o  o 
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EQUITABLE  INTEEE8T— eon^tntied. 

as  between  parties  olaiming  a  mere,  he  who  is  prior  in  time  has  a 
better  equity,  359—36;) 
defence  of  purchase  for  value  without  notioe  has  no  place, 

359—363 
the  negligence  of  one  may  giye  the  other  a  better  equity,  113, 

114,  115,  361,  362 
the  possession  of  tlu9  deeds  may  give  a  better  equity,  113,  114, 
361 

EQUITABLE  TITLE, 

of  purchaser  without  notice  protected  by  the  legal  estate,  349—354 
mere,  postponed  to  prior  equities,  359 — 363 

with  possession  of  deeds  and  the  ownership  of  the  legal  estate,  pri- 
orities between,  112,  113,  114,  360 

EQUITIES, 

as  between  innocent  parties  defrauded,  107,  108,  109,  110,  111,  112, 

113 
as  between  mere,  purchase  for  value  without  notioe  has  no  place, 

359^363 
priorities  as  between,  361,  362,  363 

BQUIVOOAL 

terms  of  agreement  a  ground  for  refusing  costs,  547 

ESEOB.    See  Mistake. 

clerical,  in  agreement,  corrected  by  Oourt,  492,  493,  494,  495 
not  disooyered  until  after  execution  of  conveyance,  522,  523 
compensation  for,  when  it  may  be  had,  523 

ESTATE  TAIL, 

barred  by  firaud,  remedy  of  remainderman,  433,  434 

EVIDENCE.    See  Proof. 

rules  of,  same  in  equity  as  at  law,  449 
to  prove  fraud,  450,  451 

parol,  where  admissible  to  prove  consideration  in  a  deed,  165 
when  admissible  to  controvert  a  recital  in  a  deed,  534 
of  variation  in  or  addition  to  agreement  admissible  in  defence  to 

a  suit  for  specific  performance,  423,  483,  495 
admissible  on  application  to  rectify  or  rescind  an  instrument  on 

the  ground  of  mistake,  491,  492,  500 
when  admissible  to  explain  ambiguity  in  an  agreement,  516, 

517 
when  admissible  to  explain  a  will,  541,  542,  543 
of  one  witness  cannot  prevail  against  a  denial  by  the  answer,  457 
of  other  frauds  when  admissible,  451 

EXECUTION, 

defective,  of  power,  when  relieved  against  in  equity,  527,  529 — 534 
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BXEOUTOR    See  Fiduciary  Ebultion. 

role  in  equity  as  to,  dealing  in  respect  of  the  testator^s  estate,  137 
may  file  a  bUl  to  haye  a  transaction,   fraudulent  as  against  his 
testator,  set  aside,  433 

EXPECTANCY, 

fraud  in  respect  of  sale  of,  289,  290 

EXPECTANT  HEIES,- 

fraud  upon,  relieved  against,  169,  170,  171 

EXPENDITTJEE, 

in  improyements,  allowed  to  a  purchaser  in  account,  on  rescinding  a 

transaction,  373,  374 
purchaser  when  protected  in  equity  against  person  encouraging,  98, 

99,  100,  101 
when  a  part-performance  in  equity,  105,  106 

EXPENSES, 

allowed  to  party  complaining,  on  transaction  being  set  aside  for 
fraud,  378 


FALSE  BEPEESENTATION.    See  Misrepresentation. 

FALSE  STATEMENT 

of  consideration,  164,  165 

FAMILY  AERANGEMENT, 

rule  of  equity  as  to  validity  of,  156,  157,  307 

yalid  in  equity  notwithstanding  mistake  of  parties,  514 

FAMILY  SETTLEMENT, 

upheld  though  consideration  be  small,  197 

FATHER, 

and  son,  rule  in  equity  as  to  dealings  between,  155 — 158 

FAULTS, 

sale  with  aU,  67 

FELONY, 

goods  obtained  by,  as  distinguished  from  goods  obtained  by  fraud, 
7,8.9 

FEME  COVERT, 

may  dispose  of  separate  property,  123 
bound  by  fraudulent  representations,  123, 124 
defectiye  execution  of  power  aided  in  &your  of,  529 

FIDUCIARY  RELATION, 

rule  of  equity  as  to  dealings  between  parties  standing  in  a  position 

to  each  other  of,  124,  125,  126,  127,  128,  129,  130,  132,  137,  138 
proof  of  fisdmess  of  transaction  rests  on  party  filling  the  position  of, 
125 

o  o  2 
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FIDUCIAEY  BELATION— confwwerf. 

limitation  of  general  rule  as  to  dealings  between  parties  in  a,  126, 

127,  129 
after  termination  of,  parties  may  deal  with  each  other,  127,  130, 

131 
role  of  equity  as  to  dealings  between  parties  in  a,  may  continue  after 
cessation  of,  127 
applies  to  third  persons  who  make  themselves  parties  to  such 

dealings,  126,  158 
may  apply,  even  though  no  definite  relation  subsist  between  the 
parties,  158 
on  what  terms  a  transaction  between  persons  standing  in  a,  is  set 

aside,  376,  377 
effect  of  court  giving  a  person  in  a,  leave  to  purchase.  Addenda 

FINE, 

obtained  by  fraud,  relieved  against,  400 

FOREIGN  JUDGMENT, 

may  be  impeached  for  fraud,  327,  535 
when  impeachable  for  mistake,  535 

FOEFEITUEB, 

fraud  on  the  law  of,  319 

FOEGED  mSTBTJMENT, 

purchaser  under,  yet  protected  by  getting  in  legal  estate,  353,  354 
legal  estate  cannot  pass  under  a,  11,  354 

FBAUD.    See  Concealment— Misrspbbsbntation. 
what  is,  1,  2 

moral,  as  distinguished  fh>m  legal,  16,  17 
elements  of,  2,  3,  16,  57,  58 
duty  of  court  in  dealing  with  cases  of  alleged,  14 
on  contract  induced  by,  the  property  passes,  7,  9,  11 
jurisdiction  of  Civil  Courts  of  Justice  in  cases  of,  3,  4 
distinction  between  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  in  cases  of,  5 
classification  of  forms  of,  3 
contract  or  transaction  tainted  by,  voidable  only,  not  void,  5,  6 

not  voidable,  if  right  of  others  intervene,  6 
goods,  instruments,  &c.,  obtained  through  a  trick  or  cheat,  as  dis* 
tinguished  from  goods,  instruments,  &c.,  obtained  through,  7,  8 
9,  10,  11,  12 
original  vice  continues  to  taint  a  transaction  founded  upon,  12 
no  lapse  of  time  will  screen,  12, 13 
must  be  clearly  proved,  448 
<mu$  prcbandi  rests  on  party  alleging,  448 

wiU  be  presumed,  where  the  parties  are  on  an  unequal  footiug,  119, 
4^ 
unlesb  party  upholding  the  transaction  can  prove  the  fairness  of 
.  it,  126,  158,  453 
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VBATTD—ixmtinued, 

eyidenoe  of,  450,  451,  452,  453,  454,  455 
must  be  pleaded,  415,  416 

who  may  sue  to  set  aside  a  transaction  on  the  ground  of,  483,  434, 
435,  436,  437 
ffarticepB  criminis,  437 — 442 
who  may  be  made  defendants  to  a  suit  to  set  aside  a  transaction  on 

ground  of,  442 — 447 
transaction  impeachable  on  the  ground  of,  may  become  unimpeach- 
able by  confirmation,  330,  331 
by  acquiescence,  332 — 337 

by  lapse  of  time  or  delay  in  instituting  a  suit,  337 — 348 
of  agent,  principal  bound  by,  82,  63,  84,  85 
of  one  member  of  a  firm  affects  co-partner,  83,  445 
infEuicy  or  coverture  no  excuse  for,  122,  123 
by  Tender,  incumbrancer  encouraging,  &c.,  postponed  in  equity,  99, 

100,  101,  102 
gross  negligence  may  be  treated  as  equiyalent  to,  107, 108, 112,  113, 

249 
mere  suspicion  of,  does  not  affect  a  purchaser,  248,  249,  263,  264 
of  his  own  professional  adyiser,  whether  purchaser  has  implied  notice 

of,  273—277 
how  purchaser  guilty  of,  must  accoimt,  if  sale  set  aside,  373,  374 
groundless  imputation  of,  its  effect  on  costs,  459 
a  ground  for  setting  aside  a  sale  by  the  court,  399 
in  cases  of  idiots,  lunatics,  &c.,  120,  121 
in  case  of  drunkards,  121,  122 
married  women,  123,  124 
infants,  122 

undue  influence,  158,  159 
duress,  159 

inadequacy  of  consideration,  160,  161,  162,  163 
suppression  and  destruction  of  deeds,  311,  312 
the  preyention  of  acts  to  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  third  persons, 

310,  311 
setting  up  an  instrument  obtained  for  one  purpose  for  another 

purpose,  313 
in  the  procurement  of  the  execution  of  a  deed,  312 
by  falsely  reading  it,  10,  11,  12 
by  substituting  one  deed  for  another,  10 
by  and  upon  companies,  315 — 318 
upon  the  mortmain  laws,  318 
in  assignments,  by  assignees,  &c.,  314 
on  the  law  of  forfeiture,  319 
upon  the  Bankrupt  Laws,  215 — 231 
in  awards,  324,  325,  326 
upon  i)articular  statutes,  320,  321,  322 
in  judgments  and  decrees,  326,  327 
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FRAJID— continued, 
upon  the  orown,  328 
upon  the  legislatnre,  328 
upon  other  courts,  328 
upon  powers,  301 — 309 
upon  creditors,  175 — 236 
upon  marriage  articles,  282,  283 
upon  the  marital  rights,  283 — 286 
in  respect  of  bond  to  maiTy,  288 
in  withholding  consent  to  marriage,  289 
in  respect  of  expectancies,  289,  290 
upon  expectant  heirs,  169 — 171 
in  wills,  294-301 

in  respect  of  sales  by  auction,  290 — 293 

voluntary  conyeyanoes  in,  of  subsequent  purchasers,  236 — ^244 
when  persons  purchase  with  notice  of  adyerse  title,  244 — ^282 
in  marriage  and  place  brokage  contracts,  286 — 288 
arising  from  peculiar  fiduciary  relations,' 124 — 158 

between  trustee  and  cestui  que  trust,  127 — 140 

between  solicitor  and  client,  140 — 146 

between  principal  and  agent,  146 — 151 

between  guardian  and  ward,  153 — 155 

between  parent  and  child,  155 — 158 

between  partners,  151—153 

between  principal  and  surety,  92 — 93 

in  other  special  cases,  126,  132—138,  146,  158 

FBAUDULENT  CONVEYANCE, 

yoid  against  creditors  under  Stat.  13  Eliz.  c.  5,  175,  176,  183 
yoluntary  conyeyancenot  necessarily  a,  176,  184, 192 

unless  its  effect  be  to  delay  creditors,  177,  178 
yoluntary  oonyeyance  by  surety  may  be  a,  179 
though  debtor  not  insolyent  at  date  of,  177,  182 
may  be  yoid  against  subsequent  creditors,  180,  181,  182 
oonyeyance  made  hcnd  fide  and  for  good  consideration  is  not  a, 
176,  184 

purchase  by  third  party  for  benefit  of  wife  and  children  of  settlor 
may  be  a,  192 
deed,  though  for  yalue,  if  not  bond  fide,  is  a,  193,  195,  196 
the  mere  fact  that  a  creditor  is  defeated  by  a  deed  does  not  make  it  a, 

194,  195 
a  deed,  if  bond  fide,  is  not  a,  194,  195 

though  made  to  defeat  execution,  195 

though  the  consideration  be  small,  196,  197 
inadequacy  of  consideration  when  evidence  of  a,  196,  197,  198 
what  is  strong  evidence  of  a,  182 
sale  for  value  is  a,  if  purchaser  acts  tuoM  fide,  199,  200 
sale  for  value  is  not  a,  unless  purchaser  has  notice  of  fraud,  198 
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FBAUDULENT  CONVEYANCE— con^tnued 
marriage  settlement  when  a,  195 

insertion  of  power  of  reyocation  eyidenoe  of  a,  182,  242,  243 
by  whom  may  be  ayoided,  176, 183 

creditor  under  a  yoluntary  ooyenant,  183 
deed  in  trust  for  creditors  when  a,  228,  229,  230,  231 
fraud  a  question  for  a  jury,  201 

presumption  of,  from  continuance  in  possession,  200,   201, 
203,  204 
may  be  rebutted,  201 

by  notoriety  of  transfer,  202 
by  registration  under  Bills  of  Sale  Acts,  202,  204 
by  proyision  for  continuance  in  possession,  201 
must  be  of  property  liable  to  discharge  of  debts,  183 
transfer  to  a  particular  creditor  is  not  a,  at  common  law,  214 

or  under  Statute  13  Eliz.  c.  5,  214,  215 
what  is  a,  under  the  Bankrupt  Law,  215 
what  is  not  a,  under  the  Bankrupt  Law,  215,  216,  217,  218,  219, 

220,  221 
yoluntary  conyeyance  of  real  estate  in  regard  to  subsequent  purchaser 
is  a,  under  Statute  27  Eliz.  o.  4,  236—244 
defeated  by  sale  though  purchaser  takes  with  notice,  237 
who  are  purchasers,  242 

purchaser  not  such,  unless  for  yalue,  240,  241,  242 
conyeyance  made  lonAflde  and  for  good  consideration  ia  not  a,  239, 
240,  241 
eyidence  admissible  to  prove  consideration,  239 
inadequacy  of  consideration  how  far  material  to  proye  a,  239,  241 
conyeyance  may  be  not  a,  though  consideration  be  small,  239 
conyeyance  with  power  of  reyocation  is  a,  242,  243 

or  with  what  is  virtually  a  power  of  reyocation  is  a,  243 
settlement  of  personalty  is  not  a,  244 

being  defeated  by  sale,  yolunteers  haye  no  equity  against  purchase- 
money,  243,  244 

FBAUDULENT  DEVISE,  235,  236 

FBAUDULENT  TBANSFEB,  222 

FBAUDULENT  INTENT,  57 
what  constitutes,  16 
in  particular  cases  imputed,  16,  17 

not  imputed  if  a  man  makes  a  representation  which  he  honestly 
belieyes  to  be  true,  18 

FBAUDULENT  PBEFEEENCE, 
what  is,  223,  224 

what  is  neoessary  to  constitute,  224,  225,  226 

payment  in  good  £Edth  and  for  valuable  consideration  is  not  a,  226, 
227,  228 
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GIFT, 

by  dient  to  solicitor  is  not  valid,  144,  145 
by  pTindpal  to  agent,  151 
by  child  to  parent,  155,  156,  157 

mere  trifling,  may  be  valid,  though  a  large  one  would  be  invalid, 
126,  127 

GOVEENOE, 

of  charity  cannot  buy  or  take  a  lease  of  charity  land,  138 

GUARANTEE, 

avoided  by  non-disclosure  or  concealment  of  material  fiEUits,  92,  93 

GUABDIAN  AND  WABD, 

rule  of  equity  as  to  dealings  between,  153 

not  limited  to  cases  where  the  relation  actually  exists  at  the 
time,  154,  155 
after  complete  termination  of  relation  of,  parties  may  deal,  154 
cases  coming  within  the  rule  of  equity  with  respect  to  dealings 
between,  154,  155 


HEIB, 

of  party  defrauded  may  file  a  bill  for  relief,  433 
of  voluntary  settlor  cannot  defeat  the  settlement  by  a  sale,  237 
agreement  between  expectant  heirs  to  share  equally  is  valid,  290 
dealings  with  expectant,  169,  170,  171 

HUSBAND, 

defective  execution  of  a  power  by  wife  in  favour  of,  not  aided  in 
equity,  529 


IDIOTS.    See  Lxwatic. 

IGNORANCE.    See  Mistake. 

wilful,  tantamount  to  actual  knowledge,  247 
of  law,  466,  467,  468,  469 

monies  paid  in,  471,  472,  473 
of  fact,  476 

ILLEGAL 

purpose,  concealed  from  vendor,  does  not  avoid  conveyance,  49 
purpose,  party  may  avoid  his  deed  by  showing  that  it  was  executed 
for  an,  456 

ILLITERATE  PERSON, 

falsely  reading  instrument  to,  is  a  fraud,  10,  454 

JLLUSORY  APPOINTMENT,  309 
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IMBECILITY, 

mental,  relief  in  cases  of,  120,  121 

where  there  is  duress,  or  undue  influence,  162,  163 

IMPRISONMENT, 

contract  by  party  under,  160 

IMPEOVEMENTS, 

.  expenditure  in,  alloved  to  a  purchaser  on  setting  aside  a  transaction, 

373,  374 
refusal  to  execute  promised,  a  defence  in  equity  to  bill  for  specific 

performance,  417,  418 
by  lessee  on  land  of  lessor  not  allowed,  102,  103,  104 
purchaser  who  seeks  to  set  aside  a  transaction  on  ground  of  fraud 

should  pray  for,  375 
fake  ^representation  as  to  amount  spent  in,  upon  property  may 

amount  to  a  fraud,  46 

IMPROVIDENCE, 

of  transaction,  not  a  ground  of  relief,  161,  162 

INADEQUACY  OF  CONSIDERATION, 
not  in  general  a  ground  for  relief,  160 

or  for  refusing  specific  performance,  160 
a  ground  of  relief,  if  grossly  inadequate,  160,  161,  196,  197, 198 

or  if  the  parties  are  in  a  position  of  fiduciary  relation,  141,  142, 

162 
or  if  the  one  possesses  an  influence  OTor  the  other,  162,  163,  164 
till  recently  a  ground  for  setting  aside  the  sale  of  a  reversion,  169, 

170 
a  ground  for  setting  aside  the  sale  of  a  reyersion  by  an  expectant 
heir,  170,  171 

INCAPACITY, 

to  contract,  renders  a  contract  fraudulent,  119,  120,  121 

INCUMBRANCES.    See  Noticb. 

Tender  must  disclose,  if  not  apparent  on  the  deeds,  68 
notice  of,  to  purchaser,  before  conveyance,  binds,  358 
right  of  purchaser  to  pay  off,  after  conveyance,  out  of  unpaid  purchase- 
monies,  358 
legal  estate,  when  a  protection  against,  349,  350,  358 
concealment  of,  by  third  party,  100,  101,  102 
priority  as  between  equitable,  113,  114,  115,  116,  359,  360,  361,  362 

INFANT, 

general  incapacity  of,  to  contract,  122 

bound  by  fraudulent  representations,  122,  123 

incumbrancer,  fraudulent  concealment  by,  relieved  against,  122,  446 

gift  by,  may  be  valid,  123 
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INFLUENCE, 

Tindue,  transaction  set  aside  on  ground  of,  168,  159,  162,  163,  166, 
167 

IN  JUNCTION, 

remedy  by,  in  cases  of  fraud,  413,  414 

INQUIEY, 

purchaser  fraudulently  abstaining  from,  case  of,  247 

purchaser  negligently  abstaining  frt)m,  fixed  with  notice,  247,  248 

mere  suspicion  not  enough  to  put  a  man  upon,  248,  263,  264 

INSANITY.    See  Lunatic. 

INSOLVENCY, 

concealment  by  purchaser  of  his,  72,  73 
when  assignee  in,  may  purchase,  137,  138 

INSPECTION, 

of  property  by  purchaser,  its  effect  on  misdescription,  37,  38,  39 

INSURANCE.    See  PouoiES  of  Instt&anoe. 

INTENTION, 

false  representation  as  to,  not  a  ground  for  relief,  48,  49,  50,  61 

a  ground  for  refusing  specific  performance,  417 
evidence  of,  admissible  when  there  has  been  a  mistake  in  the  ex- 
pression of  an  agreement,  500,  516,  517 
of  author  of  power,  no  relief,  so  as  to  defeat,  532 
of  testator,  when  eyidence  admissible  to  explain,  541,  542,  543 

INTEREST, 

of  Tender  in  property,  purchaser  must  disclose  foots  increasing, 

62,  65 
in  property,  conyeying  party  mistaking,  has  no  remedy,  512,  513 
on  monies  advanced,  allowed  on  setting  aside  a  transaction,  373,  378 
on  improvements,  allowed  to  purchaser  on  setting  aside  a  trans- 
action, 378 
in  respect  of  costs,  charges  and  expenses,  allowed  to  complaining 
party  on  setting  aside  a  transaction,  378 

INTOXICATION, 

of  party  to  contract,  its  effect,  121,  122 

JOINT  CONTRACTS, 

when  held  in  equity  joint  and  several,  503,  504,  505 

JUDGMENTS, 

fruud  in,  4,  326,  327,  399 

how  relieved  against,  399,  400 
registered,  are  notice  only  if  search  be  made,  281 
purchasers  when  bound  by  notice  of  tmregistered,  281 
mistake  in,  535 
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JUDICIAL  PROCEEDINGS, 
fraud  in,  327,  328 

how  relieyed  against,  399 
mistake  in,  535 

JURISDICTION, 

of  courts  of  justice  in  oases  of  fraud,  2,  4 


LACHES.     See  Delay. 

LATENT, 

defects,  what  are,  66,  67 

must  be  disclosed  by  yendor,  66,  67 
ambiguity  in  agreement,  516,  517 

parol  evidence  admissible  to  explain,  517 

LANGUAGE, 

how,  is  construed  in  courts  of  justice,  36 

LAW, 

misrepresentation  of,  not  in  general  relievable,  52 
except  in  particular  cases,  53 

LEASE, 

notice  of,  whether  notice  of  all  its  contents,  252,  253 
covenants  in,  need  not  be  mentioned  on  sale  of,  253 
there  must,  however,  be  no  misrepresentation,  253 
misdescription  respecting,  when  fatal,  22,  23,  24 
purchaser  of,  has  what  notice  of  lessee's  title,  259 
not  bound  to  take  underlease,  420 
except  in  certain  cases,  419 

LEASEHOLD, 

described  as  freehold,  variance  is  material,  22,  23,  420 

LEAVE  AND  LICENCE, 
rule  at  law  as  to,  104 

as  distinguished  from  equitable  doctrine  of  acquiescence,  104 

LEGACIES, 

fraud  in  the  prevention  of,  311 

revocation  of,  under  mistake,  544 

false  reason  given  for,  when  avoiding^  400,  401,  540,  541 

obtained  under  a  false  character,  400,  401 

LEGAL  ESTATE, 

how  far  a  protection  to  purchaser,  349 

not  a  protection  where  a  purchaser  has  omitted  to  inquire  for  the 

title  deeds,  112,  113,  260 
being  outstanding,  notice  of,  is  notice  of  the  trusts  on  which  it  is 
held,  257 
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LEGISLATUEE, 

fraud  upon  the,  328,  329 

LiESSSfi, 

has  oonstructiYe  notice  of  lessor's  title,  257 

LESSOR, 

notice  of  tenancy,  not  notice  of  titie  of,  256 

lessee  or  purchaser  from  lessee  has  notice  of  titie  of,  258 

LICENCE, 

to  exercise  a  right  oyer  the  land  of  another  may  be  countermanded 

at  law  by  the  owner  of  the  soil,  104 
not  so  in  equity,  if  there  has  been  acquiescence  or  encouragement  to 

spend  monies,  101,  102,  103,  104 

LIEN, 

notice  of  possession  of  deeds  is  notice  of,  260 
vendor's  tenancy,  when  not  notice  of,  256 

LIMITATIONS,  STATUTE  OF, 

equity  acts  upon  analogy  of,  and  follows  as  to  legal  demands,  338 
no  delay  short  of  period  fixed  by,  is  a  bar  to  relief  in  cases  of  fedse 

representation,  340 
effect  of,  upon  equitable  demands  and  in  cases  of  equitable  tities,  338, 

339 
delay  for  leserthan  time  allowed  by,  may  bar  right  to  relief  in  equity, 

338 
not  a  bar  in  cases  of  fraud,  345 

LIS  PENDENS, 
when  notice,  282 

LUNATIC, 

how  far  incompetent  to  contract,  120,  121 
committee  of,  may  not  purchase  lunatic's  estate,  138 


MARITAL  BIGHTS, 

of  husband,  fraud  upon  the,  283,  284,  285 

settlement  or  conyeyance  of  property  during  treaty  of  marriage 

without  notice  to  the  intended  husband,  284,  285 
acquiescence  by  husband  in,  286 
of  wife,  in  what  case  fraud  upon,  286 

MARKET  OVERT, 

goods  purchased  in,  not  redaimable  though  obtained  by  felony,  8 
unless  on  conviction  of  thief,  9 
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MABBIAQE.    See  SETTLEMEirr. 

a  sufficient  oonsideratioii  for  a  settiLement,  184 

except  in  particular  cases,  184,  185 
settlement  before,  may  be  fraudulent  and  void,  195,  196 

whether  yalid  in  favour  of  collaterals,  174,  185,  186 
on  fedth  of  false  representation  as  .to  pecuniary  standing,  283,  395 
is  not  a  part  performance  of  parol  agreement,  106 
fraud  in  withholding  consent  to,  289 
mistake  in  settlement  of,  497,  501,  502 

MAERIAGE  ACT, 

fraud  on  the,  320,  321,  322 

MAESIAGB  ABTIOLES. 
fraud  upon,  282,  283 

MAEBIAGE  BROKAGE  BONDS,  286,  287 
incapable  of  confirmation,  287 

MARRTET)  WOMAN, 

how  far  incapable  to  sell  or  buy,  123,  124 

acting  fraudulently  is  bound,  123,  124 

separation  deed  to  enable  a,  to  carry  on  adulterous  intercourse,  313 

ante-nuptial  settlement  by,  in  fraud  of  husband's  marital  rights,  284, 

285 
participation  of,  in  fraud  with  husband,  195,  217 

MARRY, 

bond  to,  288 

MEDICAL  MAN, 

as  to  purchases  by,  and  gifts  to,  from  patient,  166 

MISAPPREHENSION, 

agreement  entered  into  imder,  when  not  enforced,  480 

MISDESCRIPTION.    See  MiSEBPaBSBOTATiON. 
condition  respecting,  42 

destroys  effect  of  what  would  otherwise  be  notice,  39,  40,  265,  266 
what  so  material  as  to  avoid  a  contract,  22,  23,  24,  25 
specific  performance  decreed  notwithstanding,  where  compensation 
can  be  made,  419,  420,  421 

MISREPRESENTATION.    See  Concealment. 
what  constitutes,  15,  16 

in  putting  forth  as  true  the  reports  of  others,  28 
must  be  of  something  material,  34,  35,  36,  37 
must  be  relied  on,  35,  36,  37,  38,  39 
must  be  a  proximate  cause  of  a  transaction,  35,  57,  58 
must  be  in  respect  of  a  flEtct,  42,  43,  45,  46 
allegation  of,  may  be  met  by  proof  of  knowledge,  39,  40,  41,  42 
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MISEEPEESENTATION-wi<wtt«i. 

need  not  be  in  express  terms,  53,  54,  55 

may  be  by  acts  or  artifices  to  mislead,  54,  55,  56,  57 

must  be  made  with  the  intent  to  deceiye,  57 

must  be  attended  with  damage,  3,  58 

as  to  mere  matter  of  opinion,  42,  43,  44,  45,  46 

as  to  value,  44,  45,  46,  47,  48 

as  distinguished  from  mere  exaggeration,  43,  44,  45,  46 

as  to  matter  of  opinion  made  by  purchaser  to  vendor,  46,  47 

as  to  cost,  &c.,  of  property,  48,  63 

as  to  intention,  48,  49,  50,  51,  417 

as  to  matter  of  law,  52,  53 

made  innocently  or  by  mistake,  18,  19,  20,  21,  22 

not  in  general  a  ground  for  an  action  at  law,  402 

in  what  cases  it  vitiates  a  contract,  19,  22,  23,  24,  25 

in  what  cases  it  does  not  vitiate  a  contract,  19,  20,  22 

by  party  who  ought  to  know  the  truth,  29 

if  made  by  party  who  was  not  under  a  duty  to  know  the  truth, 
must  be  disclosed  by  him,  as  soon  as  he  discovers  the  truth, 
26,  27 
destroys  effect  of  what  would  otherwise  be  notice,  39,  40,  41 
caveat  emptor  does  not  apply  when  there  is  a  positive,  42 
in  prospectuses  of  companies,  73,  74,  75,  76,  77,  78,  79,  80 
by  agents,  binding  on  principal,  82,  83,  84,  85 
by  infant  binds  him  in  equity,  122 
equitable  application  of  doctrine  of  law  as  to,  96 — 103 
negligence  may  be  tantamount  to,  107,  108,  109,  110 
action  of  deceit  for  damages  lies  fbr,  15,  401,  402,  403 

not  so,  however,  if  made  innocently,  402 

and  in  the  absence  of  a  duty  to  know  the  truth,  29,  402 
rescission  of  contract  or  conveyance  on  the  ground  of,  366 

unless  compensation  can  be  made,  393 
no  rescission  of  contract,  if  party  who  made  the,  is  a  stranger  to  the 

contract,  393,  394 
as  a  ground  of  defence  to  specific  performance,  414,  415,  416,  417, 

418,  422 

specific  performance  notwithstanding,  if  compensation  can  be  made, . 

419,  420,  421 

costs  in  cases  of,  458,  459,  460,  461 

MISTAKE, 

what  is,  466 

in  matter  of  law,  466,  467,  468,  469,  470 

when  a  ground  of  reKef  in  equity,  467,  468,  469,  470 

payment  of  monies  under,  471,  472,  473 

not  a  ground  for  setting  aside  a  compromise,  474,  475 

in  matter  of  £Eu:t,  475,  476 

of  law,  and  of  fisMt,  opinion  of  Savigny  as  to  distinction  between,  476 
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1£1STAKE— continued, 

as  distmgaished  from  £raud,  477 

as  distinguislied  from  negligence,  476,  477 

principles  on  which  relief  is  granted  against,  366,  367,  478 

mnst  be  material,  477 

may  be  of  one  party  not  known  to  the  other,  479,  480 

specific  performance  not  enforced  against  party  acting  under,  480, 

481,  482,  483 
of  one  party  known  to  the  other,  474,  486,  487,  488 
caused  by  misrepresentation,  18,  63,  489,  490,  491 
not  caused  by  misrepresentation,  489,  490 
consisting  in  expression  of  agreement,  488,  489 
in  some  matter  inducing  the  agreement,  484,  485 
as  to  the  person  with  whom  the  contract  is  made,  485,  486 
common  to  both  parties  to  agreement,  492 

in  expression  of  agreement,  492,  493,  494,  495 

no  specific  performance,  except  on  terms,  495,  496 
rectification  of,  496,  497,  498,  499,  500,  501,  502,  503 
cases  in  which  there  can  be  no  rectification  of,  506,  507 
correction  of,  as  a  mere  matter  of  oonstruction,  492,  493, 
494,  495 
in  matters  inducing  the  agreement,  509,  510,  511,  512 

in  what  cases  not  a  ground  of  relief,  511,  512 
as  to  matters  to  which  the  agreement  is  to  be  applied,  515,  516, 
517,  518 
in  marriage  settlement,  where  the  final  instrument  and  preliminary 

contract  differ,  501,  502 
of  fact,  recoyery  of  monies  paid  under,  520,  521 

in  compromises  and  family  arrangements,  513,  514 
parol  evidence  admissible  to  prove,  483,  491,  495,  500 
terms  imposed  on  setting  aside  a  transaction  on  the  ground  of,  524, 

525,  526 
when  money  is  spent  on  another's  estate  through  mistake  of  title,  99, 

100 
election  imder,  544,  545 

in  the  execution  of  powers,  when  aided  in  equity,  527,  529 — 534 
when  parties  have  omitted  acts  necessary  to  the  validity  of  instru- 
ments, 533,  534 
when  an  instrument  is  drawn  untechnically,  536,  537 
in  judgments,  534,  535 
judicial  proceedings,  535 
cancellation  of  deed  by,  312 
in  awards,  537,  538 
in  wills,  when  rectified,  538—543 

when  parol  evidence  admissible  to  explain,  541 — 543 
in  legacies,  538,  539,  543 
revocation  of  legacies  under,  544   ' 
condition  imposed  by  will  under,  545 
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when  a  false  reason  is  given  for  a  legacy,  540,  541 
effect  of,  in  costs,  545,  546,  547 

MONIES, 

paid  under  mistake  of  &ct  when  recoverable,  520,  521 

of  law  whether  recoverable,  471,  472,  473 
arising  from  illegal  contract,  assertion  of  title  to,  441,  442 

"  MORE  OB  LESS," 

quantity  of  land  stated  to  be,  24,  25 

MORTGAGEE, 

puisn^,  may  buy  the  mprtgaged  property  from  a  prior,  under  his 

power  of  sale,  138 
may  buy  from  mortgagor,  138,  168 

exercising  power  of  sale  cannot  purchase  on  his  own  account,  139 
legal,  not  enquiring  for  or  giving  up  the  title  deeds,  how  affected  in 

equity,  112,  113 
equitable,  not  enquiring  for  or  giving  up  the  title  deeds,  how  affected 

in  equity,  113,  114,  115 
of  leasehold,  obtaining  renewal,  168 

MORTMAIN  LAWS, 
fraud  upon  the,  318 


NEGLIGENCE, 

may  be  tantamount  to  misrepresentation,  107 
principle  of  law  as  to,  107,  108,  109 

application  of,  as  between  two  innocent  parties  who  have  been 

defrauded  by  a  third,  107,  108,  109,  110 
application  of,  as  between  owner  of  legal  estate  and  a  party  having 

an  equitable  daim.  111,  112,  113 
application  of,  as  between  parties  having  mere  equitable  interests 

in  real  estate,  113,  114,  115 
in  what  cases  does  not  apply,  115,  116, 117 
distinction  between  gross  and  mere,  111,  112 
as  understood  in  the  Roman  law,  111  n. 
as  distinguished  from  mere  want  of  caution,  248 
gross,  treated  as  notice,  249 

in  signing  without  reading  an  instrument,  12,  13,  14,  454 
omission  by  incumbrancer  to  give  notice  of  claim  is,  in  case  of 

personal  estate,  118 
secus  in  case  of  equitable  interests  in  real  estate,  118 
omissiou  to  enquire  for  title  deeds  is  gross,  112,  260 
not  getting  or  giving  up  title  deeds,  when  gross,  112,  113 

NEGOTIABLE  INSTRUMENT, 

ezceptipn  from  the  general  law  as  to  fraud,  117,  118 
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NOTICE.    See  Constructive  Notice. 
dootrine  of,  244,  245 

founded  on  fraud,  244,  245 
actual,  245,  246 
construotiye,  246,  247 
gross  negligence  may  be  ti'eated  as,  249 
mere  want  of  caution  not  tantamount  to,  249 

that  property  is  incumbered,  &c.,  is  notice  of  incumbrances,  &c.,  250 
of  deed  is  notice  of  contents,  250,  251 
of  lease  is  notice  of  covenants,  252,  253 
that  a  man  is  in  possession  of  land  is  notice  of  all  equities  therein, 

253,  254,  257 
of  tenancy  is  notice  of  equities  of  tenant,  255,  256 
of  past  tenancy  not  notice  of  equities  of  tenant,  256 
of  tenancy  not  notice  of  lessor's  title,  256 
person  held  to  have,  of  facts  which  he  ought  to  haye  known,  257, 

258,  259 
that  title  deeds  are  in  possession  of  another  is  notice  of  his  claim, 

245,  258,  259,  269 
possession  of  deeds  by  solicitor  of  vendor  is  not,  of  interest  of  solicitor 

therein,  259 
witness  to  deed  not  bound  by,  of  contents  of  deed,  260 
party  specially  referred  to  another  for  information  fixed  with,  261 
mere  statement  that  information  may  be  had  at  a  particular  place 

not,  261 
that  property  is  charged  is  notice  as  to  the  nature  of  the  charge, 

261,  262,  263,  264 
doctrine  as  to,  does  not  extend  to  instruments  or  circumstances 

which  may  only  by  possibility  afiPeot  property,  263,  264,  265 
may  be  excluded  by  positiye  representation,  39,  40,  41,  42,  265,  266, 

267,  268 
misrepresentation  may  avoid  effect  of  what  would  be,  39,  40,  265, 

266,  267,  268,  269 
registration  of  assurance  is  not,  unless  search  be  made,  278,  279 
registration  with,  of  unregistered  assurance,  279 
of  unregistered  judgment,  281 
judgment  not,  unless  search  be  made,  281,  282 
purchaser  with,  judgments  do  not  affect,  281 
immaterial  as  between  judgment  creditors,  281 
to  solicitor  or  agent  is  notice  to  client  or  principal,  269,  270,  271, 

272,  357 

notwithstanding  that  solicitor  be  committing  a  fraud  upon  client, 

273,  274,  275,  276,  277 

to  partner  is  notice  to  other  partners,  277 

to  one  of  several  trustees  is  notice  to  all,  278 

to  director  of  comi)any  not  notice  to  company,  277,  278 

to  shareholder  of  company  not  notice  to  company,  277 

to  proper  officer  of  company  notice  to  company,  277 

p  p 
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shareholder  of  company  not  necessarily  fixed  with,  of  contents  of 

memorandum  of  association  of  company,  278 
doctrine  of,  applies  although  no  solicitor  be  employed,  248 
gives   priority  as   between   equitable  ineumbrancers  in   personal 

estate,  118 
does  not  give  priority  as  between  equitable  interests  in  land,  118, 

364 
purchaser  for  yalue  without,  haying  legal  estate,  protected  in  equity, 

349—354 
purchaser  for  yalue  with,  from  purchaser  without,  protected,  3d5>,  356 
purchaser  haying,  cannot  *  defeat  it  by  getting  in  the  legal  estate, 

354,  355 
of  another  haying  better  right  to  call  for  legal  estate  is  notice  of  all 

equities,  354,  355 
purchaser  with  notice  of  facts  which  ought  to  haye  put  him  on  en- 
quiry cannot  claim  as  a  purchaser  without,  356,  357 
before  payment  of  purchase  money,  though  it  be  secured,  and  con- 

yeyance  executed,  is  sufficient,  357,  358 
before  conyeyance,  but  after  payment  of  purchase  monies,  358 
purchasers  under  a  decree  affected  with,  357 
purchase  for  yalue  without,  available  against  a  legal  title,  359 
purchase  for  yalue  without,  no  defence  as  between  persons  claiming 

mere  equities,  359 — 363 
injunction  notwithstanding  defence  of  purchase  for  yalue  without, 

359 
defence  of  purchase  for  yalue  without,  cannot  be  admitted,  unless  it 

is  pleaded,  431 
purchase  for  yalue  with,  not  bound  by  a  voluntary  settlement,  237, 

238 
matters  of  which  purchaser  has,  vendor  need  not  state,  65,  66 


OCCUPATION, 

notice  of,  notice  of  equities  of  occupier,  255,  256,  257 

cdUer  as  respects  a  past  occupation,  256 
rent  debited  in  account  to  a  purchaser  on  rescinding  purchase  of  real 
estatCi  374 

OEFEB, 

for  purchase  by  third  person,  false  assertion  of,  by  vendor,  44,  45 

OFFICE  BBOKAGE  BONDS,  288 

OMISSION, 

of  parcels  from  conveyance,  purchaser  relieved,  496 

OPINION, 

puffing  statements  amounting  to  mere  expression  of,  allowaUe,  42, 
43,  44,  45,  46 


GENERAL   INDEX.  579 

PARENT  AND  CHILD, 

rule  of  equity  as  to  dealings  between,  155,  156,  157,  158 
bounty  by  child  to  parent  how  regarded,  157,  158 

PAKOL  EVIDENCE.    See  Evidence. 
admissible  to  proye  fraud  in  a  deed,  456 

not  in  general  admissible  to  vary  a  written  agreement,  491,  500 
admissible  to  prove  an  engagement  or  a  representation  amounting  to 
an  engagement,  414 

PABT, 

unspecified,  of  estate,  notice  of  charge  as  affecting,  251 

PABTICEPS  CRIMINIS, 

cannot  in  general  have  relief,  437,  438,  439 
.    may  in  particular  cases  haye  relief,  439,  440,  441 

PARTIES, 

who  may  sue  for  relief  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  433,  434,  435,  436, 

437 
defendants  to  a  suit  for  relief  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  442,  443,  444, 

445,  446 
third  parties,  who  have  abetted  a  fruud,  may  be  made,  443,  444 

PARTNERS, 

stand  to  each  other,  in  respect  of  dealings  between  them,  in  a  fidu- 
ciary relation,  151,  152, 153 
one  of  two,  how  far  liable  for  fruud  of  other,  445,  446 

PARTNERSHIP, 

firm,  how  far  bound  by  fraud  or  misrepresentation  of  a  partner  83, 

84,  85,  445,  446 
terms  of  rescission  of,  for  fraud,  379 

PART-PERFORMANCE, 

doctrine  of,  founded  on  fruud,  104,  105 

what  acts  of,  are  or  are  not  sufficient  in  equity,  105,  106,  107 

PATENT, 

defects,  vendor  need  not  point  out,  65 
ambiguity,  eyidence  not  admissible  to  explain,  492 

PATENT  LAW, 

fruud  on  the,  322,  401 

PAYMENT, 

of  monies,  under  mistake  of  fSskct,  relievable,  520,  521 

of  law,  whether   or  not  relievable,  471, 
472,  473 
injunction  to  restrain  the,  413 

PERSONAL  REPRESENTATIVBS, 

nlTay  bring  action  for  fraud  upon  the  deoeaaed,  433 
made  paitiee  to  actions  for  fraud  of  the  deceased,  442 

p  p  2 
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PHYSICIAN  AND  PATIENT, 

gifts  by  patient  to  physician,  166 

PLACE  BEOKAGE  BONDS,  286 

PLEA, 

of  fraud  ayoids  a  contract,  385,  386,  430 

to  action  against  shareholder  for  shares,  386,  427,  428,  430 

must  be  specially  pleaded,  429,  430 

must  ayer  a  repudiation  of  the  contract,  430 

by  defendant  to  action,  430 
of  acquiescence,  430 
of  statute  of  limitations,  430,  431 

replication  to,  431 
of  purchase  for  value  without  notice,  431 

PLEADING, 

fraud,  mode  of,  425,  426,  427,  429 

by  shareholder  of  company,  428 
evidence  not  admissible  to  prove  fraud,  unless  fraud  be  alleged  in 

the,  426 
notice,  426 

in  action  of  deceit,  428,  429 
purchase  for  value  without  notice,  431,  432 

POLICIES  OF  ASSUBANCE, 

affirmation  in,  when  warranties,  33 
concealment  in,  88,  89,  90,  91,  92 

POSTNUPTIAL  SETTLEMENT, 

when  valid  or  not,  as  against  creditors,  184,  185,  186,  187,  188,  189, 
190,  197 

POVERTY, 

of  vendor,  when  a  ground  for  setting  aside  a  contract,  162,  163,  164 
not  an  excuse  for  lache$f  347 

POWER, 

fraud  upon  a,  relieved  against,  301,  309,  534 

where  appointment  is  made  for  benefit  of  appointor,  301,  302, 
303,  304 
or  for  benefit  of  party,  not  an  object  of  the  power,  305,  306, 

307 
or  for  a  purpose  foreign  to  the  purpose  of  the  power,  307, 
308 
where  necessary  consent  to  it  has  been  obtained  by  misrepre- 
sentation, 308 
when  vitiating  an  appointment  in  Mo,  and  when  in  part  only, 

308,  309 
appointment,  whereby  donee  of  power  may  be  benefited,  not 

necessarily  a,  303,  304,  305 
in  the  exercise  of  power  of  sale,  309 
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POWER— conWnued. 

defective  execution  of  a,  when  aided,  527,  529,  530,  533 
in  favour  of  whom,  529,  530 
as  against  whom,  532,  533 
as  against  whom,  not  aided,  533 
only  in  cases  when  an  intention  to  execute  cleai-Iy  appears,  530, 

531 
not  aided,  if  executed  by  deed,  instead  of  by  will,  532 

or  if  intention  of  author  of  power  would  be  defeated,  531, 
532 
.  of  statutory  powers  not  aided,  533 
aided  in  favour  of  a  volunteer,  if  there  be  fraud,  534 
by  will,  when  aided,  531 

not  aided,  if  the  defect  be  in  the  substance  of  the  power,  529 
non-execution  of,  as  distinguished  from  defective  execution  of,  not 

aided,  unless  there  be  fraud,  528,  529,  534 
fraud  in  preventing  the  execution  of,  relieved  against,  310,  534 

PEEFEEENCE, 

to  creditors,  assignments  giving,  valid  at  law,  214 
secret,  when  void  in  cases  of  assignment,  231,  232 
fraudulent,  under  the  Bankrupt  Laws,  223,  224,  225,  226,  227 

PEEVENTION  OF  ACTS, 

for  benefit  of  third  parties,  fraud  in,  relieved  against,  310,  311 

PEINCIPAL  AND  AGENT.     See  Agent. 

agent  stands  in  a  fiduciary  relation  to  principal,  146,  147 
may  not  derive  secret  profits,  147,  150,  151 

rule  of  equity  as  to  dealings  between,  14H,  147,  148,  149,  150 

rule  of  equity  as  to  dealings  between,  is  not  limited  to  cases  where 
the  relation  actually  exists  at  the  time,  149,  150 

after  termination  of  relation  of,  parties  may  deal,  149,  150 

gifts  between,  151 

principal  putting  forth  representations  made  to  him  by  his  agent,  as 
his  own,  bound,  28 

action  of  deceit  against  principal  for  fraud  of  agent,  467,  408,  409 

form  of  decree,  when  agent  has  secretly  bought  from  or  sold  to  prin- 
cipal, 376,  377 

PEIOEITIES, 

as  between  innocent  parties,  defrauded  by  a  third,  107,  108,  109, 110, 

111,  112 
as  between  equitable  incumbrancers  of  personal  estate,  118 
as  between  equitable  incumbrancers  of  real  estate,  118,  364 
as  between  parties  having  mere  equities,  113,  114^  115,  359,  360 — 

363 
as  between  voluntary  grantees,  172   . 

PRISON, 

contiact  entered  into  with  party  in,  valid,  160 
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PROBATE, 

obtained  by  fraud,  relief  against,  400 

PROFIT, 

trustee,  agent,  &c.,  purchasing  and  making,  must  account,  124, 125, 
128,  132,  133,  134,  147,  149 

m 

PROMOTER  OF  A  COMPANY,  134 

stands  in  a  fiduciary  relation  to  the  company,  134 — 137 
may  not  make  profit  out  of  the  company,  136,  137 

PROOF, 

of  fraud,  must  be  dear  and  condusiye,  448 
what  is  sufficient,  450,  451 

rests  in  general  on  party  alleging  fraud,  448,  449 
burthen  of,  that  transaction  is  free  from  fraud,  rests  on  defendant  in 

what  cases,  125,  129,  141,  143,  147,  452,  453,  454 
burthen  of,  where  deeds  haye  been  cancelled,  312 
what  is,  of  &imess  of  transaction,  453,  454,  455 

PROSPECTUS  OF  COMPANY,  74 

misrepresentation  and  concealment  in,  73 — 80 

PUBLIC  COMPANIES.    See  Companies. 

PUFFINO, 

statements  by  vendor,  their  efiEect,  43,  44,  45 
on  sales  by  auction,  290,  291,  292 

PUECHASE  MONIES, 

notice  of  adyerse  right  before  payment  of,  sufficient,  358 
payment  of,  not  part  performance,  106 

procured  by  fraud,  relieyed  against,  391 
purchaser  allowed  to  follow,  379 

PURCHASER  FOR  VALUE  .WITHOUT  NOTICE.    See  Notice. 
haying  legal  estate,  protected  in  equity,  349,  350,  359 
may  get  in  outstanding  legal  estate,  350 

even  when  his  equitable  title  depends  on  a  forged  instrument, 

353,  354 
unless  from  a  trustee,  350,  355 
protected  where  he  has  the  best  right  to  call  for  the  legal  estate,  358, 

359 
of  a  mere  equity,  not  entitled  to  priority,  359,  360,  361,  362 

may  be  ordered  to  deliyer  up  title  deeds,  364 
a  man  whose  agent  has  notice  is  not  a,  357 
may  defend  himself  by  plea,  431 
by  answer,  432 
by  demurrer,  432 
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QUALIFYING  EXPEESSIONS, 
in  statement  of  quantity,  25 

QUANTITY, 

deficiency  in,  compensated,  25 

misdescription  in,  not  capable  of  compensation,  22,  23 


RAOK-EENT, 

misdesoribed  as  ground  rent,  22 

EECEIVEB, 

may  not  purchase  for  his  own  benefit,  138 

RECITAL, 

of  instrument  amounts  to  notice,  251 
ambiguous,  not  notice,  263 

RECONVEYANCE, 

of  real  estate,  decreed  in  case  of  fraud  and  mistake,  373,  374,  525 
not  decreed,  if  transaction  is  not  voidable  but  void,  373 
on  what  terms  decreed,  373,  374,  375 

against  trustee,  agent,  &c.,  who  has  purchased  or  sold  improperly, 
376,  377 
no,  in  geueral,  until  account  be  taken,  379 
costs  of,  &c.,  allowed  to  plaintiff,  378 

RECORD, 

fraud  in,  provable  by  parol  evidence,  456 

RECTIFICATION, 

of  mistake  in  written  instruments,  496 — 505 

cases  in  which  there  cannot  be,  498,  499,  501,  506,  507 

not  given,  unless  mistake  be  clearly  proved,  497,  498 

parol  evidence  of  mistake  admissible  on  application  for,  491,  500 

in  particular  cases  decreed,  though  mistake  is  only  implied,  503,  504, 

505 
of  voluntary  deed,  in  what  cases  ordered,  507»  508 
mode  of  application  for,  508,  509 
lapse  of  time  may  be  a  bar  to,  508 
order  of  court  sufficient  for,  without  deed,  509 
ordered  only  upon  action,  not  upon  motion  or  petition,  508 
if  there  be  fraud,  there  can  be  no,  397 
except  in  particular  cases,  397,  398 

REGISTER, 

is  notice  only  if  searched,  278,  279,  281,  282 

removal  of  name  of  party  induced  to  take  shares  in  a  company  by 

fraud  from  the,  380,  381 
removal  of  name  inserted  by  fraud  on,  of  a  company,  380,  381 
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EEGISTEATION, 

with  notice  of  unregistered  assurance,  279,  280 

not  notice  unless  search  be  made,  278,  279,  281,  282 

of  assurance  in  Ireland  binds  the  title,  279 

of  judgments,  281,  282 

in  county  register,  279,  280,  281 

if  lis  pendens  when  notice,  282 

witliout  notice  of  unregistered  instruments  giyes  priority,  280,  281 

REGISTRY  ACTS, 

fraud  upon  the,  relieved  against,  322 

do  not  apply  to  interests  in  land  created  without  writing,  280 

RELEASE, 

when  binding  in  equity,  331,  332 

REMEDIES  FOR  FRAUD, 
by  rescission,  366 — 391 
by  ordering  a  party  who  has  made  a  misrepresentation  to  make  good 

his  representation,  395,  396,  397 
by  declaring  the  defrauding  party  a  trustee,  398,  399,  400,  401 
by  rectification,  397,  398 
by  action  of  client,  401 — 413 
by  injunction,  413,  414 
as  a  defence  to  specific  performance,  414,  415 
by  appointment  of  receiver,  414 

REMEDIES  FOR  MISTAKE, 

by  rescission,  509,  510,  523,  524,,  525,  526 
by  rectification,  496 — 503 

RENEWAL, 

of  lease  by  trustee  enures  for  benefit  of  cestui  gue  trusty  128 

RENTS  AND  PROFITS, 

party  in  possession  must  account  for,  on  a  purchase  being  set  aside, 

373,  374,  375 
trustee,  &c.,  purchasing  must  account  for,  376,  377 

REPAIRS.     See  Improvemexts. 

REPETITION, 

in  civil  law  of  money  paid  under  mistake  of  law,  473 

REPRESENTATION,    ike  Misrepeesextation. 

made  recklessly,  is  fraud  at  law,  if  it  be  untrue,  15,  16 
honestly  believed  to  be  true,  is  not  a  ^-aud,  although  it  be  untrue, 
18,  402 
unless  there  be  a  duty  to  know  the  truth,  29 
what  are  reasonable  grounds  for  believing  in  the  truth  of  a,  27,  28 
duty  of  party  who  has  innocently  made  a  false,  to  disclose  the  truth, 
on  discovering  the  falsehood,  26,  27 


GENERAL    INDEX.  585 

REPRESENTATION— cwi^mwed. 

though  false  wheo  made,  may  be  true  when  it  is  acted  on,  27 

as  distinguished  from  a  warranty,  30,  31 

doctrine  of  notice  does  not  apply,  if  there  be  a  distinct,  39,  40,  41, 

266,  267 
party  entitled  to  rely  on  a  distinct,  41,  42,  266,  267 
as  to  matter  of  opinion,  42,  43 
as  to  yalue,  not  to  be  relied  on,  43,  44 
except  in  particular  cases,  47,  48 
by  vendor  as  to  price  paid  by  him,  &c.,  not  to  be  relied  on,  48 
Tague,  goes  for  nothing,  43,  44,  45,  46 
amounting  to  engagement,  50,  51,  396 
as  to  intention,  48,  49,  417,  418 

as  distinguished  from  representation,  amoimting  to  engagement, 
50,  51,  396 
by  parties  having  a  duty  to  perform,  81,  82 

person  making  a  false,  if  not  a  party  to  the  transaction,  as  fiEff  as 
possible  compelled  to  make  it  good,  394,  395,  396 

REPRESENTATIVES, 

of  party  defrauded  may  bring  an  action,  433 

relief  may  be  had  against,  of  defrauding  party,  after  his  death,  442, 
443 

RESALE, 

of  property  purchased  by  trustee,  «&c.,  376 
ordered  on  what  terms,  376,  377 

RESCISSION, 

of  deeds,  instruments,  &c.,  on  ground  of  fraud,  366 

principle  on  which,  is  had,  366,  367,  368 
of  sale  of  goods  and  chattels,  366,  367 
cannot  be  had  if  there  has  been  acquiescence,  6 
or  waiver  of  right  to  rescind,  381,  382 
what  constitutes,  381,  382 
delay  evidence  of,  383 
or  if  rights  of  others  have  intervened,  6,  7,  11,  369,  370,  381,  524 
or  if  the  parties  cannot  be  restored  to  their  original  condition,  G, 
366,  367,  368,  369,  524 
cannot  in  general  be  had,  unless  the  transaction  can  be  rescinded  in 
toto,  13,  367,  368,  371 

unless  the  contract,  &c.,  is  serviceable,  371 
or  full  justice  can  be  done,  372,  373 
cannot  be  had,  if  the  defrauding  party  is  not  a  party  to  the  trans- 
action, 393,  394 
what  constitutes,  384,  385 
rights  of  parties  on,  391,  392,  393 
of  contract  induced  by  fraud  of  agent,  386 
parties  to  fraud,  how  affected  by,  386 
after  conveyance  executed,  387 
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EESCISSION— c<wrftnu«Z. 

by  seller  in  case  of  bankruptcy  of  fraudulent  buyer,  387 

of  sale  of  chattels  sold  under  a  warranty,  391 

in  case  of  surreptitious  dealings  between  one  principal  and  the  agent 

of  the  other  principal,  387,  388 
though  profit  accrues  to  a  party  to  the  fraud,  390 
by  yendee  of  goods  when  insolyent,  390 
right  of  defrauded  party  on,  to  reooyer  all  moniee  paid  by  him,  392, 

393 
omission  to  specify  contracts  required  by  Companies  Act,  1867,  not  a 

ground  for,  392 
on  what  terms  decreed,  372,  373,  374,  375 

where  trustee,  &c.,  has  bought  or  sold  secretly,  376,  377,  378 
where  a  man  has  been  induced  by  fraud  to  take  shares  in  a 

company,  380,' 381 
where  a  man  has  been  induced  to  enter  into  a  partnership,  379, 
380 
of  transaction  on  the  ground  of  mistake,  478,  523,  524,  525,  526 
principle  on  which  is  had,  524,  525 
terms  on  which  granted,  525 

RESEEVED  BIDDING,  291,  292 

EESTORATION, 

by  purchaser,  of  altered  premises,  compelled,  374 

EESTRAINING  STATUTES, 
fraud  upon  the,  322 

EESTS, 

directed  in  case  of  fraud,  375 

EETENTION, 

of  deeds  by  yendor,  its  effect,  112,  113,  114,  260 

EETICENCE.    See  Silence. 

EEVENUE  LAWS, 
fraud  upon  the,  322 

EEVEESION, 

purchaser  contracting  for,  must  inform  yendor  of  death  of  tenant  for 

life,  62,  510 
misstateitaient  on  sale  of,  when  not  matter  for  compensation,  25 
inadequacy  of  consideration  in  sale  of,  not  a  ground  for  setting  aside 
sale,  169,  170 
except  in  the  case  of  an  expectant  heir,  170,  171 
pui'chaser  need  not  take,  instead  of  estate  in  possession,  421 

EEVOOATION, 

of  will  under  mistake,  544 
of  legacy  by  mistake,  544 
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SALE, 

by  court,  set  aside  for  fraud,  4,  276,  392,  399 

of  goods  and  chattels  rescinded  at  law  for  fraud,  366,  391 

hy  auction,  fraud  in  respect  of,  290,  291,  292,  293 

of  chattels  sold  under  a  warranty,  rescission  of,  391 

SEPAEATION  DEED, 

to  enable  a  married  woman  to  carry  on  adultery,  313 

SETTLEMENT, 

notice  of,  is  notice  of  articles,  251 

yoluntary,  is  fraudulent  as  against  purchasers,  237 

who  may  set  aside,  237,  238,  240,  242 
on  marriage  may  yet  be  fraudulent,  195,  196,  217 
to  defiraud  creditors,  175,  176,  177,  178,  179 
revocable  is  fraudulent,  182,  228,  242,  243 
postnuptial,  when  valid  or  not,  186,  187,  188,  189,  190 
antenuptial,  voluntary  as  to  collaterals,  174, 185,  186 

unless  in  special  cases,  185,  186 
of  leaseholds,  when  a  conveyance  for  value,  189,  190 
though  apparently  voluntary,  may  be  shown  to  be  for  value,  191 
may  by  concurrence  of  a  third  party  be  one  for  value,' 190 
underhand  agreement  to  defeat,  avoided  in  equity,  282,  283 
secret,  of  wife  in  fraud  of  marital  rights,  283,  284,  285 
mistake  in,  when  remedied,  501,  502 
fraud  in,  when  remedied,  397,  398 

SHAEEHOLDER.    See  Shakes. 

may  bring  action  to  be  relieved  from  shares,  434,  437 

seeking  to  be  relieved  from  shares  must  act  with  diligence,  334,  342, 

343,  347,  370 
induced  by  fraud  to  take  shares,  upon  what  terms  relieved,  380 
removal  of  name  of,  from  register,  315,  316,  317 
plea  of  fraud  by,  386 
cannot  have  his  name  removed  from  register,  if  rights  of  creditors 

intervene,  6,  370 
assignment  by,  of  shares  to  a  pauper,  whether  fraudulent  or  not,  315, 

316,  317,  380 
cannot  bring  action  of  damages  against  company,  384 
when  creditor  of  company  may  sue  out  execution  against,  315 
in  what  cases  may  sue  on  behalf  of  himself  and  other  shareholders, 

434,  435 
purchasing  shares  in  the  market,  cannot  bring  action  of  deceit  against 
directors  of  company,  436,  437 
except  in  particular  cases,  436,  437 

SHAEES, 

purchaser  of,  in  a  company,  upon  misrepresentation  by  the  company, 
relieved  from  the,  380,  394,  434 
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QKABES— continued, 

not  relieyed  from  the,  if  he  was  induoed  to  take  them  by  the 
fraud  of  a  third  party,  393 
or  of  a  shareholder,  394 
nor  relieved  from  the,  if  he  was  induced  to  take  them  from  a 
shareholder  upon  misrepresentations  by  the  company,  394 
issued  frauduleotly,  right  of  purchaser  of,  to  prove  on  winding  up, 

318 
what  constitutes  a  repudiation  of  contract  to  take,  385 

SILENCE.    See  Concealment. 
mere,  not  a  fraud,  59,  60,  63 

a  fraud,  if  there  be  a  duty  to  speak,  58,  64,  65,  98,  99,  100,  101,  102 
a  fraud,  if  there  be  artifices  to  mislead,  62,  63,  100,  101 

SOLICITOE  AND  CLIENT.    See  Costs. 

rule  of  equity  as  to  dealings  between,  140,  141,  142,  143 
statemeAt  of  untrue  consideration  in  a  deed  between,  fatal,  143 
rule  of  equity  as  to  dealings  between,  is  not  limited  to  cases  where 

solicitor  is  actually  employed  at  the  time,  143 
after  termination  of  relation  of,  parties  may  deal  with  each  other, 

144 
cases  in  which  the  rule  of  equity  as  to  dealings  between,  does  not 

apply,  144 
gifts  from  client  to  solicitor  invalid,  1 45 
legacy  by  client  in  favour  of  solicitor,  145,  299 
accounts  between,  may  be  opened,  146 
effect  of  court  giving  solicitor  leave  to  purchase  property  of  client. 

Boswell  V.  Coaks.    Addenda. 
what  parties  come  within  the  rule  as  to  dealings  between,  146 
notice  to  solicitor,  notice  to  client,  269,  270,  271,  272 

notwithstanding  solicitor  may  be  committing  a  fraud,  273 
form  of  decree  when  solicitor  has  secretly  bought  from  client,  377 
solicitor  when  a  pai-ty  to  action  between,  443,  444 

SOLVENCY, 

misrepresentation  as  to,  282,  283,  406,  407 
should  in  general  be  in  writing,  407 

SPECIFIC  PERFORMANCE, 

principle  of  the  court  in  respect  of,  414,  415 
misrepresentation  a  bar  to,  415 

conduct  of  parties  seeking,  must  be  fair  and  clear,  415,  417,  418 
misdescription  a  bar  to,  416,  418,419 

unless  compensation  can  be  made,  419,  420,  421 
false  representation  as  to  value,  a  ground  for  refusing,  422 
false  representation  as  to  intention  may  be  a  bar  to,  417,  418 
mere  misstatement  when  not  a  bar  to,  417 
misstatement  by  agent  of  vendor  a  bar  to,  418 
principal,  selling  as  agent,  may  have,  423 
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SPECIFIC  PERFOEMANCE— (wi^inucrf. 

no,  when  agreement  is  in  fraud  of  the  public,  424 

mistake  of  defendant  a  bar  to,  480 — 483,  516 

with  compensation  in  cases  of  mistake,  519,  520 

inadequacy  of  consideration  not  a  ground  for  refusing,  422 

of  lease  not  enforced,  containing  unusual  covenants,  which  defendant 

had  no  reasonable  grounds  of  knowing,  253,  418,  419 
parol  evidence  of  misrepresentation  or  mistake  admissible  as  an 

answer  to  action  for,  423,  483,  491,  495 
with  parol  variation  introduced  by  the  defendant,  423,  495 
parol  variation  on  part  of  plaintiff,  not  admissible  in  suit  for,  496 
by  purchaser  against  vendor,  who  has  innocently  made  a  mistake  in 

descidption,  not  enforced  except  on  terms,  423,  424,  484,  496, 

516 
costs  in  suits  for,  458,  460,  545,  546,  547 

SPIRITUAL  INFLUEISrCE, 
undue  exercise  of,  166 

SPOLIATION  OF  DEEDS, 
fraud  by,  311,  312 

STATUTES, 

fraud  upon,  relieved  against,  322,  401 

how  relieved  against,  401 
of  Mortmain,  fraud  upon,  318 
of  Limitations,  338 
13th  Elizabeth,  as  to  creditors,  175 
27th  Elizabeth,  as  to  purchasers,  236 
for  suppression  of  fraud  construed  literally,  4 

STATUTORY  POWERS, 

no  relief  against  defective  execution  of,  533 

STOCK  EXOHANOE, 
fraud  on  the,  320 

STRANGER, 

agreement  brought  about  by,  with  a  fraudulent  object,  yet  valid 

between  parties,  13,  393,  394 
liable  for  misrepresentation,  14,  15 

SUB-LESSEE, 

has  notice  of  title,  of  immediate  and  original  lessor,  257 
cannot  rely  on  representations  of  his  lessor,  also  a  sub-lessee  as  to 
covenants  in  lease,  268 

SUPPRESSION  OF  DEEDS, 
fraud  by,  311,  312 

SURETY, 

voluntary  settlement  by,  in  what  case  fraudulent,  179 
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SURETYSHIP. 

what  concealment  vitiates  contract  of,  92,  93 
contract  of,  vitiated  by  pressure,  94 

SUBRENDEB, 

of  copyhold  supplied  in  equity,  527,  534 

SUSPICION, 

mere,  of  fraud,  is  not  notice,  248,  263 

circumstances  of,  do  not  warrant  conclusion  of  fraud,  450 


TACKING, 

foundation  of  doctrine  of,  365 
confined  to  bond  fide  purchaser,  365 
what  is,  365 

TENANCY, 

notice  of,  is  notice  of  tenant's  interests,  254,  255 

but  not  of  lessor's  title,  256 
past,  notice  of,  not  notice  of  tenant's  interests,  256,  257 
of  vendor,  notice  of,  is  no  notice  of  lien,  when,  256,  257 

TENANT, 

what  acts  by,  are  part  performance,  105 

TENANT  FOE  LIFE, 

may  purchase  from  trustees  of  settlement,  138 

with  power  to  sell  or  lease,  may  sell  or  lease  to  himself,  138,  139 

under  Settled  Land  Act,  1882,  cannot  purchase  from  himself  except 

by  leave  of  Court,  139  n. 
concealment  of  death  or  dangerous  illness  of,  by  purchaser  of  rever- 
sion, 62 
death  of,  unknown  to  both  parties  at  time  of  contract,  contract  vitiated 
by,  509,  510 

TENANT  IN  TAIL, 

induced  by  fr>aud  to  bar  the  entail,  remedy  of  remainderman,  433, 
434 

TERM  OF  YEABS, 

instead  of  fee,  purchaser  need  not  accept,  22,  420 

TERMS, 

on  which  a  transaction  is  rescinded  for  fraud,  372,  373,  374,  375 
of  rescission  of  partnership  transactions  for  fr>aud,  379 
of  rescission  of  contract  for  purchase  of  shares,  380 
on  setting  aside  a  transaction  for  mistake,  524,  525 
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TIME.    See  Delay. 

lapse  of»  a  bar  to  relief,  337 — 348 

not  a  bar,  if  short  of  the  period  fixed  by  the  Statute  of  Limitations, 

340 
begins,  in  cases  of  fraud  and  mistake,  to  run  from  the  discovery,  345, 

346,  347,  524 
does  not  run  where  there  is  undue  influence^  346 
lapse  of,  as  affecting  remainderman,  348,  349 
lapse  oif  effect  of,  as  between  trustee  and  cestui  qus  trusty  344,  345 
what  lapse  of,  sufficient  to  bar  relief  in  equity,  339,  340,  341,  348 

TITLE  DEEDS, 

•possession  of,  111,  112,  260 

TRICK.    8ee  Cheat. 

TRUSTEE, 

and  cestui  que  trusty  rule  of  equity  as  to*^  dealings  between,  127,  128, 

129,  130,  131 
concealment  in  dealings  between,  129,  130 
what  parties  within  the  rule,  132,  137,  138 
what  parties  not  within  the  rule,  131,  138,  139 
dealings  between,  after  termination  of  relation, 
130 
may  not  derive  any  profit  in  the  execution  of  his  trust,  128,  376, 

377 
selling  property  of  his  own  secretly  to  the  cestui  que  trust,  376 
buying  property  secretly  from  cestui  que  trust,  377 
acquiescence  by  cestui  que  trust  in  dealings  with,  when  binding,  344 , 

345 
legal  estate  got  in  from,  when  available,  349,  350 
jurisdiction  of  the  Court  to  declare  a  person  who  has  acquired  an 
estate  by  fraud  to  be  a,  400,  401 


UNCONSCIONABLE  BARGAINS, 
relieved  against,  171,  172 

UNDER-LEASE,    See  Sub-lesseb. 

instead  of  lease,  purchaser  need  not  accept,  419,  420 

UNDUE  INFLUENCE, 

what  is,  158,  159,  162 

rule  of  equity  as  to,  119,  124,  158,  159 

in  what  cases  has  been  relieved  against,  162,  163,  164,  166,  167,  168, 
172,  174 

in  obtaining  a  will,  296,  298,  299,  300 

in  the  case  of  transactions,  inter  vivos,  and  in  obtaining  a  will,  dis- 
tinction between,  297 

must  be  practised  in  relation  to  the  will  itself,  300 
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UNDUE  INFLVES CE— continued. 

in  the  case  of  wills,  burden  of  proof  rests  on  party  alle^ng,  296,  299 
bond  given  as  a  reward  for,  to  be  exercised  oyer  testator,  288 
in  the  promotion  of  marriage,  bonds  given  for,  287,  288 
in  preventing  an  act  for  the  benefit  of  third  parties  being  done,  310, 
311 

VALUE, 

representation  as  to,  not  to  be  relied  on,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47 

false  representations  as  to,  may  however  amount  to  a  frand,  44,  47, 

48 
vendor  may  put  upon  purchaser  the  responsibility  of  telling  him  the, 

47 

VOLUNTARY  CONVEYANCE.    See  Fkaudtjlbnt  Conveyance. 
good  as  between  the  parties,  176,  238 
void  as  against  creditors,  176,  177,  178 

valid,  unless  the  effect  be  necessarily  to  delay  creditors,  177,  178 
existence  of  debt  does  not  prevent  a  man  from  making  a,  178,  179 
in  what  cases  void  as  against  subsequent  creditors,  180,  181,  182 
retention  of,  by  settler,  183 
.    may  become  for  value  by  consideration  given  since  its  execution,  191, 
192 
as  distinguished  from  settlement  for  value,  184 — 192 
rules  for  determining  whether  a  deed  is  a,  193 
by  traders  when  void,  200 

of  real  estate,  defeated  by  subsequent  sale  for  value,  237,  238 
though  good  as  between  parties,  238 
who  may  defeat  by  sale,  237,  238 
contract  to  sell  real  estate  with  notice  of,  enforced  at  suit  of  pur- 
chaser, 238 
of  real  estate  not  affected  by  subsequent  conveyance,  unless  for  value, 
240 
and  be  bondfidey  241 
who  are  purchasers  for  value,  240,  241 
evidence  admissible  to  prove  that  what  appears  to  be  a,  was  for 

value,  239,  240 
of  real  estate  being  defeated  by  sale,  volunteers  have  no  equity 

against  purchase  money,  243 
of  chattels  not  defeasible  by  sale,  244 

not  ordered  to  be  delivered  up  and  cancelled  on  application  of  pur- 
chaser for  value,  244 

VOLUNTARY  SETTLEMENTS  AND  DEEDS  OF  GIFT, 
in  what  cases  valid,  172,  174 
when  relieved  against,  173 
absence  of  power  of  revocation  in,  when  evidence  of  fraud,  173,  174 

when  properly  accounted  for,  173,  174 
rectified  on  ground  of  fraud,  398 
when  rectified  on  ground  of  mistake,  507,  508 
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WAIVER  OF  EIGHT  TO  EESCIND,  381 
what  constitutes,  381,  382 
delay  eyidenoe  of,  383 

WABD.    See  Ouardian  and  Ward. 

WAEBANTY, 

what  is  a,  30,  31,  32 

as  distinguislied  from  representation,  30,  31 

does  not  coyer  patent  defects,  65 

of  title  on  sale  of  goods,  69,  70 

rescission  of  sale  of  chattels  sold  under  a,  391 

WEAK-MINDED  PERSONS, 

transactions  with,  119,  120,  121, 162 

WILL, 

conferring  benefit  on  party  drawing  it,  294,  295,  299 

burden  of  proof  in  such  a  case,  295,  296 
what  is  undue  influence  in  obtaining  a,  296,  298,  299,  300 

burden  of  proof  on  party  alleging  it,  296,  299 
distinction  between  undue  influence  in  the  case  of  deeds  and  in  pro- 
curing a,  297 
fraud  in  procuring  a,  299,  300 

burden  of  proof  on  party  alleging  it,  296 
difficulty  of  determining  undue  influence  in  cases  between  husband 
and  wife,  299 

and  in  other  cases,  298 
influence  must  have  been  practised  in  reference  to  the  will  itself,  300 
form  of  issues  in  determining  the  validity  of  a,  300 
revocation  of,  procured  by  fraud,  300 

by  mistake,  544 
mistake  in,  when  corrected,  538 — 541 

parol  evidence  admissible  to  explain,  541,  542,  543 
execution  of  power  by,  instead  of  by  deed,  531 

by  deed  instead  of  by,  532 

WITNESS.    See  Attbstinq  Witness. 

testimony  of  one,  will  not  prevail  against  denial  by  answer,  457 


THE   END. 
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